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PREFACE. 



The Rise of the Dutch Republic must ever be regarded as one of the 
leading events of modem times. "Without the birth of this great 
commonwealth, the various historical phenomena of the sixteenth and 
following centuries must have either not existed, or have presented 
themselves under essential modifications. Itself an organised protest 
against ecclesiastical tyranny and universal empire, the Republic guarded 
with sagacity, at many critical periods in the world's history, that 
balance of power which, among civilised states, ought always to be 
identical with the scales of Divine justice. The splendid empire of 
Charles the Fifth was erected upon the grave of liberty. It is a con- 
solation to watch afterwards the gradual but triumphant resurrection 
of its spirit. From the hand-breadth of territory called the province of 
Holland rises a Power which wages eighty years' warfare with the most 
potent empire upon earth, and which^ .during the projgress of the 
stniggle, becoming itself a migHiy staief 'and binding about its own 
slender form a zone of the richest pOssTe^pits of earth, from pole to 
tropic, finally dictates its decrees to the e]3^ifelt)f Charles. 

So much is each individual state but .'a' member of one great inter- 
national commonwealth, and so closi^ns.tke relationship between the 
whole human family, that it is iihpossible for a nation, even while 
struggling for itself, not to acquire something for all mankind. The 
maintenance of the right by the little provinces of Holland and Zealand 
in the sixteenth, by Holland and England united in the seventeenth, 
and by the United States of America in the eighteenth centuries, forms 
but a single chapter in the great volume of human fate ; for the so- 
called revolutions of Holland, England, and America, are all links of one 
chain. 

To the Dutch Republic, even more than to Florence at an earlier day, 
is the world indebted for practical instruction in that great science of 
political equihbrium which must always become more and more im- 
portant as the various states of the civilised world are pressed more 
closely together, and as the struggle for pre-eminence becomes mot^ 
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feverLBk Couraga and skill in politiiml flud military combinations 
enabled William the Silent to overcome the most powerftil aad un- 
scmpulous monarch of Mb age. The same hereditary audaoity and 
fertility of genins placed the destiny of Europe in the hands of William^s 
great'grajidsoD, and enabled him to mould into an impregnable barrier 
ike varioua elements of opposition to the overshadowing monarchy of 
Louis XI Y. As the achemea of the Inquisition and the unparalleled 
tyranny of Phi Up, in one centuiy^ led to the eatabliahment of the Re- 
public of the United Provinces, so, in the next, the revocation of the 
Nantes Edict and the invasion of Holland were avenged by the elevation 
of the Batch atadholder upon the throne of the stipendiary Stuarts* 

To all who st>ealt the English language, the history of the great agony 
through which the E«public of Holland was ushered into hfe must have 
pecoljar interest^ for it is a portion of the records of the Anglo-Saxon 
i^a^oe^ — e^entiaiiEy the same, whether in Frieslaud, Buglaud, or Massajchu* 
setts. 

A great naval and commercial conmmnwealth, occupying a small 
portion of Eui'ope, but conquering a wide empire by the private enter* 
prise of trading eompamea, girdhng the world with its innumerable 
depeudencaea in Asia, America, Africa, Australia — esercising sove- 
reignty in Brazil, Guiana, the West ladies, Kew York, at the Ca[>e of 
Gofjd Hope^ in Hindostan, Ceylon, Java, Sumatra, New Holland — must 
always be looked upon with interest by Eoglishmenj as in a great 
measure the precursor in their own scheme of empire. For America 
the spectacle ia one of still deeper import. The Dutch Republic origi- 
nated in the opposition of the rational elementa of human nature to 
sacerdotal dogmatism and persecution — in the courageous resiatanoe 
of historic^ and chartered liberty to foreign despotism. ** To maintain," 
not to overthrow, was the device of the Washington of the sixteenth 
century, as it was the aim of our own hero and his great contemporaries, 

Tlie great Western Republic^ therefore — in whose Anglo-Saion veina 
flows muob of that ancient and kiadred blood received from the nation 
(inoe rahng a noble portion of its territory, and track) ag its own poh- 
tical existence to the mme parent spring of temperate human liberty — 
must look with affectionato interest upon the trials of the elder common- 
wealth* These volumes recite the achievement of Dutch independence, 
f«»r its recogtiition was delayed till the acknowledgment was superfiuoua 
and ridicsulous. The exiateno© of the Republic is properly to be dated 
from the Union of Utrecht in 1581| wliiie the final separation of terci. | 
toiy into independent aiid obedient provinces, into the Conmiooweajth 
of the United States and the Belgian provinces of Spain^ was in reality 
ciected by WUham the ^ilent^ with whose death, thr^ y«ftrs iubse- 



qtiently, the heroic period of the history may be said to terminate. At 
this point these Yolumes dose. Another series, with less attention to 
minute details, and carrying the story through a longer range of years, 
will paint the progress of tiie Republic in its palmy days, and narrate 
the establishment of its external system of dependencies and its interior 
<»>mbinations for self-government and European counterpoise. The 
lessons of history an^l the fi&te of &ee states can never be sufficiently 
pondered by those upon whom so large and heavy a responsibihty for 
the maintenance of rational human freedom rests. 

I have only to add that this work is the result of conscientious re- 
search, and of an earnest desire to arrive at the truth. I have faithfully 
studied all the important contemporary chroniclers and later historians 
-^Dutch, Flemish, French, Italian, Spanish, or German. Catholic and 
Protestant, Monarchist and Bepublican, have been constdted with the 
same sincerity. The works of £or (whose enormous but indispensable 
folios form a complete magazine of contemporary state^apers, letters, 
and pamphlets, blended together in mass, and connected by a chain of 
artless but earnest narrative), of Meteren, De Thou, Burgundius, Heu- 
terus, Tassis, VigUus, Hoofd, Haraeus, Van der Haer, Grotius^of Van 
der Vynckt, Wagenaer, Van Wyn^ De Jonghe, Kluit, Van Eampen, 
Dewez, Eappelle, Bakhuyzen, Groen van Prinsterer'^'K>f Banke and Rau- 
mer, have been as familiar to me as those of Mendoza, Camero, Cabrera, 
Herrera, UUoa, Bentivoglio, Perez^ Strada. The manuscript relations of 
those Argus-eyed Venetian envoys who surprised so many courts and - 
cabinets in their most tmguarded mom^its, and daguerreotyped their 
charact^ and pdicy for ^e instruction of the crafty Eepublic, and 
whose reports remain such an inestimable source for the secret history 
of the sixteenth century, have been carefully examined— especially the 
narratives of the caustic and accomplished Badovaro, of Suriano, and 
Michele. It is unnecessary to add that all the publications of M. Gach- 
ard — particularly the invaluable correspondence of Philip II. and of 
William the Silent, as well as the ^ Archives et Correspondance " of the 
Orange Nassau family, edited by the learned and distinguished Groen 
van Prinsterer, have been my constant guides through the labyrinth of 
Spanish and Netherland politics. The large and most interesting series 
of pamphlets known as " The Duncan Collection," in the Royal Library 
at the Hague, has also afforded a great variety of details by which I 
have endeavoured to give colour and interest to the narrative. Besides 
these, and many other printed works, I have also had the advantage of 
perusing many manuscript histories, among which may be particularly 
mentioned the works of Pontus Payen, of Renom de France, and of 
Pasquier de la Barre ; while the vast collection of unpublished docwr 
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ments in the Boyal Archiyes of the Hague, of Brussels, and of Dresden, 
has furnished me with much new matter of great importance. I venture 
to hope that many years of labour, a portion of them in the archives 
of those countries whose history forms the object of my study, will not 
have been entirely in vain ; and that the lovers of human progress, the 
behevers in the capacity of nations for self-government and self-improve- 
ment, and the admirers of disinterested human genius and virtue, may 
find encouragement for their views in the detailed history of an heroic 
people in its most eventful period, and in the Hfe and death of the great 
man whose name and fame are identical with those of his country. 

No apology is offered for this somewhat personal statement. When 
an unknown writer asks the attention of the pubhc upon an important 
theme, he is not only authorised, but required, to shew that by industry 
and earnestness he has entitled himself to a hearing. The author, too, 
keenly feels that he has no further claims than these, and he therefore 
most diffidently asks for his work the indulgence of his readers. 

I would take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude to Dr 
Klemm, Hofrath and Chief Librarian at Dresden, and to Mr Von 
Weber, Ministerial-rath and Head of the Koyal Arcjjives of Saxony, 
for the courtesy and kindness extended to me so uniformly during the 
course of my researches in that city. I would also spesdc a word of 
sincere thanks to Mr Campbell, Assistant-Librarian at the Hague, for 
his numerous acts of friendship during the absence of his chief, M. fiol- 
trop. To that most distinguished critic and historian, M. Bakhuyzen 
van den Brinck, Chief Archivist of the Netherlands, I am under deep 
obligations for advice, instruction, and constant kindness, during my 
residence at .the Hague ; and I would also signify my sense of the 
courtesy of Mr Charter-Master de Schwane, and of the accuracy with 
which copies of MSS. in the archives were prepared for me by his care. 
Finally, I would allude in the strongest language of gratitude and respect 
to M. Gachard, Archivist-General of Belgium, for his unwearied courtesy 
and manifold acts of kindness to me during my studies in the Boyal 
Archives of Brussels. 



CONTENTS OF VOL I. 



HI8T0BICAL DrrBODUOnOK, 1 



PARTL 

PmUP TBB SECOND IN THE NETHERLANDS. 16fi!^lS60. 

CHAPTSBI.^ 50 

CHAPTSBIL^ 70 

CHAFEXB HL, .••••. 



/ 

104 J 

/ 



PART IL 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE DUCHESS MARGARET. 1659-166^ 

OHAPTZBL, Jf . 116 

CHAPTER nj> ^ . . 1«7 

CHAPTEB m., Jf'' , . 164 

CHAFTEBIV., ^ , . . 191 

CHAPTEB v., Jr . 215 

CHAPTEB VI., ^r . . 242 

CHAPTEB vn., JF .... 273 

CHAPTEB VIIL, / 286 

CHAPTEB IZ., ...••« ^ 800 

CHAPTEB Z., • • • 



/ 



▼m 



C<JViAenU, 



PART m. 

ALVA. 1607-1S78. 

thom 

OHAFTEBL, 335 

OBAFTEBIL, 361 

CHAFTEBm., 393 

CHAPTER IV., ....!*.. 406 

CHAFTIBV., ,. 424 



THE 



EISE OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC. 



HISTORICAL mTEODUCTION. 



Thx north-weetem comer of the rtk&t 

olain ivhich isxtenda from the GemiBn 

L^ceaa to the Ural Mountain b, ia occq- 

d&d bj the coiinfcri^ called theKether- 

iidfi. Tliia amall irianglej enclosad 

l^etween FraJice^ Gemmny, and the 

ifi divided by the modem king- 

I of Belgium said HoUand mto twu | 

\t\j et^iial portions. Our earlitsst i 

iDformatiCkii c^noertiing tbk ierrit^^jry | 

is derived &ota ike Eomajoa, Tke i 

Wmv wag^ hy^ t^t nutioia with the 

nortJ^fim barbatiaDB bare r^Bcued the 

"dajnp inland of Bata^ with ite Qeigh- 

Isouxing morfifiaes^ from the obacurity 

wbidi they might hare remaLued 

ages, before anything Goucerning 

nd or people would have been made 

i by the natiTe inhabitaDt^ Ju^ 

I Cjcear haa saved from oblivioo tb© 

oic savage» who fought agulnst his 

in defence of their diBimd 

i with ferocious but uniortun&te 

•iotLsm ; and the great poet of Eng- 

L, learning from the conqueror b 

CommentBjriea the name of the boldest 

tribe> h^ kept the Nendi, after almost 

preDty centuries, atill f re^b and f ami- 

in our eara, 

^tU4, too, baa described with 

ar minutenees the atnig^e be- 

Lthe people of theae regiona and 

tte power of Eome^ OTerwhelming^ 

ilthougk totteriDg to ita fall ; Mid hoOy 

iinareoTer, devoted several chapiera of 

Whk work upon Germ&iiy to a descrip 

■ tton of the moat remarkable Teutome 

ftihee of the Netherlanda, 

GeographiiSjaHy mid etbnographically, 

TOI- L 



the Low Countries belong both to Oaul 
Mid to Germauj, It is even doubtful 
to which of the two the Batavian 
ijilaod^ which is the oore of the whole 
country, wm reckoned by the Ramans. 
It LB^ however, most probable that 
all the land,, with the exception of 
Friealaud, wva considered a part of 

Three great rivers — the Rhine, tbo 
MetiBe^ and tbo Soheld — had depofiited 
their alime for agea among the dtmea 
and eandbanka heaved up by tb« ocean 
around their mouths. A delta woa 
tbiu formedj ha^bitable at \mt for man. 
It waa by nature a wide moraaa^ in 
which oozy islanda and Bavago forei^ 
were inters|ierBed among lagoooB and 
Bhallows ; a district lying partly below 
the level of the ocean at its higher 
tides^ subject to constant overflow 
from the rivers, and to frequent aud 
terrible inundatiomf by the eea. 

The Rhine, leaving at liWit the ra- 
giona wbefe its storied Uimt^ through. 
BO many a^a, has been consecrated 
alik» by Nature and art — by poetry 
aud eventful tnitb — flows reluctantly 
through the basalt portal of the Seven 
Hountaina into the open fields wMcIl 
extend to the German Sea. After 
entering this vast meadoWi the stream 
divi<iea itaell into two branches, be- 
coming thus the two-homed EMne of 
Yirgil^ and holds in th^^ two arms 
the iaiand of Batavia. 

The MeuROj taking its rise in the 
Voflges^ poui^ itseli tl^rough the Ar- 
dennes Wood, piercca the rocky ridgea 
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upon the south-eafitem frontier of the 
Low Countries, receives the Sambre 
in the midst of that picturesque an- 
thracite basin where now stands the 
city of Namur, and then moves to- 
wajrd the north, through nearly the 
whole length of the country, till it 
mingles its waters with the Rhine. 

The Scheld, almost exclusively a 
Belgian river, after leaving its foim- 
tains in Picardy, flows through the 
present provinces of Flanders and 
Hainault. In Caesar's time it was 
suffocated before reaching the sea in 
quicksands and thickets, which long 
s^orded protection to the savage in- 
habitants against the Roman arms, and 
which the slow process of nature and 
the untiring industry of man have 
since converted into the archipelago 
of Zeland and South Holland. These 
islands were unknown to the Romans. 
Such were the rivers which, with 
their numerous tributaries, coursed 
through the spongy land. Their fre- 
quent overflow, when forced back 
upon their currents by the stormy sea, 
rendered the country almost uninha- 
bitable. Here, within a half -submerged 
territory, a race of wretched ichthyo- 
phagi dwelt upon terpen, or mounds, 
which they had raised, like beavers, 
above the almost fluid soiL Here, at 
a later day, the same race chained the 
k tyrant Ocean and his mighty streams 
into subserviency, forcing them to fer- 
tilise, to render commodious, to cover 
with a beneficent network of veins 
and arteries, and to bind by watery 
highways with the furthest ends of the 
world, a country disinherited by nature 
of its rights. A region, outcast of 
ocean and earth, wrested tit last from 
both domains their richest treasures. 
A race, engaged for generations in 
stubborn conflict with the angry ele- 
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ments, was unconsciously educating 
itself for its great struggle with the 
still more savage despotiam of man. 

The whole territory of the Nethei^ 
lands was girt with forests. An ex- 
tensive belt of woodland skirted the 
sea-coast, reaching beyond the mouths 
of the Rhine. Along the outer edge 
of this barrier, the dunes cast up hj 
the sea were prevented by the close 
tangle of thickets from drifting further 
inward, and thus formed a breastwork 
which time and art were to strengthen. 
The groves of Haarlem and the Hague 
are relics of this ancient forest. The 
Badahuenna Wood, horrid with Druidic 
sacrifices, extended across the eastern 
line of the vanished lake of Flevo. 
The vast Hercynian forest, nine days' 
journey in breadth, closed in &e 
country on the German side, stretch- 
ing from the banks of the Rhine to the 
remote regions of the Pacians, in such 
vague inmiensity (says the conqueror 
of the whole country) that no German, 
after travelling sixty days, had ever 
reached, or even heard of, its com* 
mencement. On the south, the famous 
groves of Ardennes, haunted by faun 
and satyr, embowered the counixy, and 
separated it from Celtic GauL 

Thus inundated by mighty rivers, 
quaking beneath the level of the ocean, 
belted about by hirsute forests, this 
low land, nether land, hollow land, or 
Holland, seemed hardly deserving the 
'arms of the all-accomplished Roman. 
Yet foreign tyranny, from the earliest 
ages, has coveted this meagre teiritory 
as lustfully as it has sought to wrest 
from their native possessors those lands 
with the fatal pft of beauty for their 
dower ; while the genius of liberty has 
inspired as noble a resistance to op- 
pression here as it ever aroused in 
Grecian or Italian breasta 
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It can never be satisfactorily ascer- 
tained who were the aboriginal inhabi- 
tants. The record does not reach be- 
yond Caesar's epoch, and he found the 
territory on the left of the Rhine 
mainly tenanted by tribes of the Celtic 
family. That large division of the 
Indo-European group which had al- 



ready overspread many portions of 
Asia Minor, Greece, Germany, the 
British Islands, France, and ^>ain,had 
been long settled in Belgic Gaul, and 
constituted the bulk of its population. 
Checked in its westward movement by 
the Atlantic, its current began to flow 
backwards towards its f ountaiiiBy 80 
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that the Gallio portion of the Nether- 
knd popiilation was derived from the 
original race in its earlier wanderings 
and from the later and refluent tide 
coming out of Celtic GauL The 
modem appellation of the Walloons 
points to the affinity of their ancestors 
witii the Gallic, Welsh, and Gaelic 
^ouily. The Belgss were in many re- 
spects a superior race to most of their 
blood-allies. They were, according to 
Osesar's testimony, the bravest of all 
the Celts. This may be in part attri- 
buted to the presence of several Ger- 
man tribes, who, at this -period, had 
already forced their way across the 
Hhine, mingled their qualities with the 
Belgic material, and lent an additional 
mettle to the Celtic blood. The heart 
of the country was thus inhabited by 
a Gallic race, but the frontiers had 
been taken possession of by Teutonic 
tribes. ^ 

When the Cimbri and their asso- 
ciates, about a century before our era, 
made their memorable onslaught upon 
Bome, the early inhabitants of the 
Bhine island of Batavia, who were pro- 
bably Celts, joined in the expedition. 
A recent and tremendous inundation 
had swept away their miserable homes, 
and even the trees of the forests, and 
had thus rendered them still more dissa- 
tisfied with their gloomy abodes. The 
island was deserted of its population. 
At about the same period a civil dis- 
sension among the Chatti — a powerful 
German race within the Hercynian 
forest — ^resulted in the expatriation of 
a portion of the people. The exiles 
sought a new home in the empty 
Rhine island, called it '' BetrauWf' or 
"good-meadow," and were themselves 
cfdled, thenceforward, Batavi, or Ba- 
tavians. 

These Batavians, according to Taci- 
tus, were the bravest of all the Ger- 
mans. The Chatti, of whom they 
formed a portion, were a pre-eminently 
warlike race. " Others go to battle," 
says the historian, " these go to war." 
Their bodies were more hardy, their 
minds more vigorous, than those of 
other tribes. Their young men cut 
neither hair nor beaid till they had 
Blain an enemy. On the field of battle. 



in the midst of cartiage and plunder, 
they, for the first time, bared their 
faces. The cowardly and sluggish, 
only, remained unshorn. They wore 
an iron ring, too, or shackle upon their 
necks until they had performed the 
same achievement, a symbol which 
they then threw away as the emblem 
of sloth. The Batavians were ever 
sp(5ken of by the Bomans with entire 
respect. They conquered the Belgians, 
they forced the free Frisians to pay 
tribute, but they called the Batavians 
their friends. The tax-gatherer never 
invaded their island. Honourable 
alliance united them with the Romans. 
It was, however, the alliance of the 
giant and the dwarf. The Roman 
gained glory and empire, the Batavian 
gained nothing but tiie hardest blows. 
The Batavian cavalry became famous 
throughout the Republic and the Em- 
pire. They were ^e favourite troops 
of Ceesar, and with reason, for it was 
their valour which turned the tide of 
battle at Pharsalia. From the death 
of Julius down to the times of Vespa- 
sian, the Batavian legion was the 
imperial body guard, the Batavian 
island the basis of operations in the 
Roman wars with Gaul^ Germany, and 
Britain. 

Beyond the Batavians, upon the 
north, dwelt the great Frisian family, 
occupying the regions between the 
Rhine and Ems. The Zuyder Zee and 
the DoUart, both caused by the ter- 
rific inundations of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, and not existing at this period, 
did not then interpose boimdaries be- 
tween kindred tribes. All formed a 
homogeneous nation of pure German 
origin. 

Thus, the population of the country 
was partly Celtic, partly German. Of 
these two elements, dissimilar in their 
tendencies and always difficult to blend, 
the Netherland people has ever been 
compoimded. A certain fatality of his- 
tory has perpetually helped to separate 
stiU more widely these constituents, 
instead of detecting and stimulating 
the elective affinities which ej:isted. 
Religion, too, upon all great historical 
occasions, has acted as lie most power- 
ful of dissolvents. Otherwise, had eo 
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mimy valuable and conttaeted chiirm:- 
teriflticfl been e&rly fused iutfj a whok^ 
it would be difficult to shew a race 
more riehly endowed by Nature for 
dominioD and progress than tbe Belgo- 
Germs^ic peopb. 

Physically the two rneeB reeemblecl 
each other. Both were of vast stature. 
The gigantic Gaul derided the Komau 
soldiers as a band of pigmies. The 
GknuAZi ex<utc!d astoDishment by bis 
huge body and mu»cular limbs. Both 
were ^dr, with fierce blue eyes^ but 
the Celt had yellow hair floating over 
hia shoulders, and the Germnn long 
lock^ of fiery red, wbieh he even dyed 
with woad to heighten the favourite 
ooloufp jaud wore twisted into a war- 
knot upon the top of his beati Here 
the German's love of finery oeaiwd. A 
emiple tunic fh^diened at bis throat with 
a thorn, while his other gnnnenis de- 
fined and gave full play to Ma limbs, 
Oompleted hiE costuMe. Thi^ Gaul, on 
the coutraryj waa so fond of dresa that 
the Romiuu} divided his race respec-^ 
tiTely into long-haired, breeched, and 
gowned Gaul (Gallia comata^ braccntar, 
tognta). He waa fond of brilliant iiud 
partiH?oloiired clothee, a taste which 
survives in the Highlander ^ costume. 
He covered his neck and arms with 
golden chains. The simple and fero- 
cious German wore no decoration save 
hi* iron ringi ^m which his first 
homicide reUeyed him* The Gaid was 
irascible, furiouii in hia wmth, but less 
formidable in a sustamed conflict with 
a powerful foe, " All the Gauls are of 
Yery high stature/' says a soldier who 
fought under Juliaii (Amni. MarceL 
XV. 12. 1). " They are white^ golden- 
haired, terrible in the 3eroeness of tbetr 
©yea, greetly of qnarrek^ bragging and 
ini¥j]ont. A bsmd of strangeis coiild 
liot reaist one of them in a brawl^ 
assisted by his fitrong bhie^yed wife, 
especially when she bejL^na, gnashing 
her teeth, her neck swuHen, brandish- 
rag her vast aixd «nowy anna, and 
kicking with her heels at the same 
time, to deliver her fiatieuffs, like bolts 
from the twisted strings of a catapult. 
The voices of many are threatening 
and formidable* They are quick to 
angeTj but quickly apxieased. All are 



dean In their persons; nor among them 
is over Been any man or womanj 
elfiewheTiB, squalid in ragged garmeutSi,il 
At all ages they are apt for militi 
service. The old man goea forth to i 
fight with equal strength of breast,' 
with limW aa hardened by cold and 
aaslduous labour;, and a^ contemptuous 
of all daugers, as the young. Not i 
of them, as in Italy is often the 
waa ever known to cut off his thumb 
to avoid the service of Mars.'* 

The polity of each nice differed^ 
widely irom that of the other. The 
government of both may be eaid to 
have been republican, but the Gallic 
tribes were aristocraciee, in which the 
influence of clanship waa a x^i'^^^' 
nant feature ; while the German sys- 
tem, although nominally regal, waa m 
reality democratic. In Gaul were two 
ordetBj the nobility and the priest* 
hood^ while the peopl^ saye CEeear, 
were bU slaves. The knights or uobles 
were all trained to arms, Eaoh went 
forth to battls, followed by his depea- 
dentst while a chief of aU the clans 
was appointed to take commfvnd during 
the war. The prince or chief governor 
was elected annually, but only by the 
noblea. The people had no rights at 
all, and were glad to assign themselvea 
as slaves to any noble who was strong 
enough to protect them. In peace ^le 
Druida exercised the main fuadjions of 
govermnent. They decided all con- 
troversies, civil and criminal To rebel 
against their decrees wa^i puuiifhed by 
exclusion from the sacrifices — a moat 
terrible excommunication, through 
whieh the ciiminat was cut off from 
alt intereourse with his fellow (irea- 
turea 

With the Germans the afjvcreigiity 
redded in the great asBcmbly of the 
people. There were slaves^ indeed, 
but in small number, consisting either 
of prisoners of war or of those unfor- 
tunates who had forfeited their liberty 
in ga^ea of cliance. Their chief tainB,_ 
althoitgh called by the Romans princ 
and kinge, were, in reahty, genen 
chosen by imiversal suffi-nge. Elected 
in the great atseinbly to preside in 
war, they were raised on the iihouldem^ 
of martial freemen^ anud wild batlla 



Two ^acci Cfynimsiid, 



*!«* ?ifld th^ *tl(*flTi ftl ftpear and ahJeld* 
'-atjfeJy of volun* 
wa^i fiir life in- 
iL«4 ibo field while 
Ei«d ^tcl The aime 
llbll^ elected tbe village xn&- 
, Mid decided \t[>un idJ inipor- 
nt timttei'd both of {iCim:b and war. 
Lt the full of the mofiii it. waa tieuaUj 
Ifi^u voted, Tlie tioI>1cs iiml fije popu- 
rrived at iiregular inter^ 
i) !i ioexinveniimceftriKitig 

] ty, timt two or thr&Q 
dsjni were o^n b»t in wiutlng for tlie 
deiinqueiit& AH state afiaira were in 
ha£idK of tliti5 fierce deniecrocj^ 
bd elected chieltainB had rather o-u- 
bority to perBimdja tboo ptwer to 
j*)iiimaiid* 

The Gauk were an agriculiiitra] 

eofile. They were not witliout many 

Irtif of life. Tiiey bad extendire flockfi 

rtfkud herdi}, and ihey even exported 

^Kalttsd proTiai«j[i0 as &r aa Romep The 

ent German, Gei^maiin, Heer- 

^ WAr-man^oonsideredcaTDftge the 

ful occupation^ and dej^n^ed 

Jtuni IS enen^atiug and ignultlQ. 

( ba^ in hi* opinion, to gain hy 

»t wliat wai more easilj acquired 

tty hloiid. The land waa (Hvided an- 

nallr by the magifitrataBj certain 

I iiirma being H^signed to certain fami' 

" Hesy who were f<>rced to leave them at 

he expiration of the year. They cuh 

y\'nfffd ns a common property the 

i ted by the niagifltra,te8, but 

i^^r to Bunimon them to the 

i than to the ploitgh. Thus 

ntJiie fitted for the roauiing 

nei-intf life which Providence 

' them for ag^ofi, than if 

f L Kjo more prone to root 

'Xvi^a ui the aoil. The Gaula 

owELB and villages* The Geraian 

sry hut where inclina- 

^1' Close neighbourhood 

In their ^fstem of religion the two 

were most widely contrasted. 

riji^ (ikiTtlfl were a priest-ridden race. 

|!rLi''ir Dm ids were a dominant ai«tet 

Ibreaidbg even over civil iUJUirs> wtiUe 

Kq n^li^poTis matters their authority 

[iTftii dicsp'jtia What w^re the priiici- 

! o£ tU^ir wild theology will never 



be thoronghlf aacwtftlncd, hvkt wa 
know too mnch of ita iianguiupOfy riteBi, 
The imagination nhuddens to penetrate 
thofle sliaggy toreatu, ringiDif with the 
death-^hriek^ of ten tboufti^d ktttnan 
vietimSf and with tLe hideous hyoma 
chanted by smoke-and-blood-stained 
priests to the savage goda whom they 
served- 

The German^ in his simplicity^ had 
raked hiiriHetf to a purer belief than 
that of the eensuoui} Romui or the 
Aupertttitloiifl Gauh He behoved in a 
single, supreme, almighty God, AJl* 
Vater or All-Father. This divinity 
waa too sublime to be incarnated or 
imaged, too intinita to be enclosed in 
temples btiilt with handet Siieh ia 
the Homau's teHthnony to the lofty 
conception of the German. Certain 
fore^atji were consecrated to the unseen 
Gorl, whom the eye of reverent faith 
could alone behold. Thither, at stated 
times J the people repaired t*t worship. 
They entered the sacred grove with 
feet bound together, in token of Kub* 
tiiiBsion. Tbofie who fell were forbid- 
den to riaa, but dnigged thetnselvea 
baekward^ on the ground. Their ritea 
were few and simple. They ba?i no 
caste of prieata, nnr were tfiey, wheti 
first knm\Ti to the Romans, acciieirtmed 
to offer sacrifice. It must be ci>nf essed 
that in a later age,, a single victim, a 
^ Erirninal or a prisoner, was occasionally 
inunolated The puHty ol their reli- 
gion WM soon stained by their Celtic 
neighbourhood. In the course of the 
Roman dominion it became contami- 
nated, and at last profoundly depraved. 
The fantastic intenniitture of Roman 
mythology with the gloomy but modi* 
fied superstition of Romanised Celts 
was not favourable to the simi>le cha* 
racter of Oemjan theiilogy. The en- 
tire extirpation, thus brought about, 
of any conceivable system of religion, 
prepared the way for a true revelation. 
Within that little river territory, amid 
those obscure moraases of the Rhine 
at id Bcbekl, three great forms of reli- 
gion — the sanguinary superstition of 
the Druid, the tit!nsui>us polytheiKni of 
the Roinan^ the elevitted but dimly 
grf>ping creed of th^ German — stnod 
for centuries, face to face, until, having 
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etreMik^ ihsXL the K«rrii rush from tLe 
wooded MLl-tap, c^rerthrow liunae and 
rider^ plunge in one gi^s.t niaai Into 
Hm current, and, directly aJterwarda, 
r pje seen cliarging m]* the bill into the 
ianMet til the enemy's force. " At the 
moment," najs the coiiqudn>r, 
oeemed m the wood, in the 
and within our linea," There 
ii A pianic among the Romans, but it is 
bticf, Sight Tetoran KtiniD,n. legion^} 
with the wovld'a vietor at their he&fi^ 
jtre too much for the bmve but uodiB- 
Lciplined Nervii Suatcbiiig a shield 
^from a i^olilier , snd otbcrwiM unarmed^ 
' tlu-f^vvfi himself mto the hottest 
light. The battle rages foot to 
Kftnd hand to hand ; but the heroes 
^Idll^ with the cool valour of hifi troops^ 
^trovea iuTincible as ever. The Nervii, 
true to tbeir tow^ di^^ hut not a man 
surrcnclsra. They fought upon that 
ds^ tin the ground was heaped with 
tlieir dead* while, as the foremost fell 
, ^dc and £a«t| their comrades, aays 
Lthe Bomaiip sprang upon their piledup 
' bodies, atid burled their jayelins at the 
enemy ae from a hilh Thej fought 
lilce men to whom Mfe without hberty 
waa a ourae. They were not defeated^ 
hut eztermijiated. Of many thouBand 
fighting men went home hut five hun- 
dred. Upon reaching the place of re- 
fuge where they had bestowed their 
women and children^ Cseaar found, 
after the battle, that there were but 
three of their 8enat*>i« left dive. So 
periahed the t'errii. Ctcsor commanded 
-Itis lemons to tr^t with raHpecfc tho 
jlittle remmaut of the tribe which had 
IjuBt fallen to awell the empty echo of 
glory, and then, with hardly a 
breath J Dg p&uae^ he proceefled to ajini- 
bilate the Aduatici, the Menapiij and 
! Moiini 

Qatil being thus fiaeified, as* with 

ublime irony, he eipreaees himself 

Siinueming A couutry Bome of whose 

ibea had btico aimihila^ted, some sold 

sla^'efii and others hunted to their 

liuTB like beatsts of prey, the conqueror 

departed for Italy* Legations for peace 



from many Gerrnan races to Rome 
were the conaequenoe of these great 
acblerefmeota Amoiig others the Bata- 
vtans formed an allixuice with the 
masters of the world. Their position 
was always an honourable ono. They 
were justly proud of payiog no tribute, 
but tt was, perhaps, becauise they bad 
nothing to pay. They had few cattle^ 
they couJd give no bidea and horns 
like the Frtaiona, and they were therer 
fore allowed to fomiah only their 
blood. From this time forth their 
ca^airy^ which was the hfet of Ger- 
many, hecftme renowned in the Eo- 
man army upon every batUe-fiiiJd of 
Euro|>e, 

It ia melancbolj, at a later moment, 
to £nd the brave BataTians di^in- 
guisbed in the memorable expedition 
of Oermanicus to qrush the liberties 
of their German kindred They are 
for ever associated with the sublime 
hut misty Image of the great Herniann, 
the hero, educated In Eome^ and aware 
of the colosBol power of the empire, 
who yet, by InA g^mitSj valour^ and 
political adroitne^Hj preserved for Ger- 
many her nationality^ her ptirer reh- 
gion, and perhaps even that noble 
language which her late-fiowering hte- 
rature bas rendered so illiiBtrioua — 
but the J are associated as enemies, not 
asfriendB. 

Galba, succeeding to the purple upon 
the suicide of Nero, disnjiBsed ik& Bata- 
vian life-guards to whom he owed his 
elevation. He is murdered. Otho and 
VitelliuH contend for the succession, 
while all eyes are turned upon the eight 
K'itavian regiments. In their hands 
the scales of empire seem to resL 
They declare for Vitelliua, and the 
oivli war begins. Otho ia defeated; 
VltelHus acknowledged by Senate and 
peoples Fearing, like hie predeceafiors, 
the knperious tiu-bulence of the Bata* 
viau legions, he, t(>o» sends them into 
Germany. It was the aignal for a long 
and extensive revolt, which bad well- 
nigb overturned the Roman power in 
Gaul and Lower Germany. 



I Claudius Cmli* was a Batavian of 
noble ittccj who had Bended twenty-five 



years in the Homan armlea, Hja Teu- 
tonic name has perished^ f or, like mu&t 
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cafag«« who become demssen^ of « 
qiYiltt«^ «t&te, he had aaauroed vox 
appeUstion in the tongue of his supe- 
now. He wiid a soldJer of fortune, 
and had fougiit wLerevtr the RoixtFUi 
CS^Cft flew. After a quajtcr of a cen- 
toiy'e flerrlce he waa seat in chAioB io 
Bome» and his brother executed^ both 
&l£e1j chui:^ with GonBptraGj. Such 
were the triumphs adjudged to Bata- 
viui auxili^ea. He escaped with lif e^ 
stKl waa disposed to consecr&te what 
TemAiaed qf it to n nobler cauHe. C^Tilifl 
WJU) no harbarian* Like the German 
hero ArminiuSf he had received a 
Rutn&t) education, nud had learned 
the de^afiwl condition of Rotiie. He 
knew the infamoue vices of her rulers ; 
he retained an unconquerable love for 
liberty and for hia own race. Deaire 
to avenge his own wrongs was mingled 
with loftier taotives in his breael He 
knew that the sceptre waa in the gift 
of the Eatavian soldiery. Galba had 
be€fn murdered, Otho had destroyed 
himself J and VitelliuBt whose weekly 
ghittony coet the empire more gold 
than wouM have fed the wboie Bata- 
vjan popu.ia.ti on and converted their 
whole ifiland-morafla into fertile paa- 
turefij WM contending for the puiple 
with Vespnaian, once an obatiure advea- 
tnrer like Civilis him^elf^ and eren hifl 
friead and companion in kteob. It 
seemed a time to strike a blow for 
freedom. 

By hi» courage, eloquence, and talent 
for political combinationsj Civilis effect- 
ed a general confederation of ftU the 
Ketherlund tribeir, both Celtic and Ger- 
miiD. For a brief moracnt there wevs 
a united people, a Batavian common- 
wealth* He found another uource of 
strength in Germnn eujieratition. On 
the banks oi the Lippe^ near ita *jon- 
Wnencfl with the Rhine, dwelt the 
Virgin Velleda, a Bructerian weird 
woniao, who eierci»ed vast influenoe 
iiver the warriors of her nation. Dwell- 
ing ulone in a lofty tower, ahrouded in 
ft wild forest, she waa revered ofi an 
omole. Her answers to the demands 
of her wors^hippers concerning future 
events were delivered only to a chosen 
few, Tu Civilifl, who had formed a 
doise fritoidship with her, aha pro- 



mised success, and the dofwnfaU of the 
Roroon world. Inspired by her prtv 
phedes, many tribes of GemiatiT sent 
Jarge Bubsidies to tJie Batavian chief. 

The details of the revolt have beffll 
carefully preserved by Tacitus, and 
form one of bis grande^ and most 1 
borate pictures. The spectacle of 
brave nation, inspired by the soul t 
one great man and naing against 
overwhelming deqiotjam, will alwa^ 
apeak to the hearty from generation i 
generation. The battles^ the sieg 
the defeats, the indomitable spirit * 
Civil 19^ fitill flaming most brightlj 
when the clouds were darkegt arou 
him, have been de^ribe^l by the {^ 
historian in his uiost powerful manner.^ 
The higb-bom Roman has thought the 
noble barbarian's portrait a subject 
worthy hia genius 

The struggle wqa an un«uc 
one. After many victories and ] 
overthrowa, CSviliawas left alone^ 
Gallic tribes fell oC and nMed for peaeev 
Vespasian J victorious over ViteUiufl, 
proved txjo powerful for bis old com- 
rode^ Even the Batavians becan 
weary of the hopelees contest^ 
fortune, after much capricious hover-' 
ing^ uettled at last upon the Roman 
side. The imiwrial commander Ceria- 
lifi seized the moment when the cauw 
of the Batavian hero was most despe- 
mte to send emissarieft among his tribe, 
and even to tamper with the niyete- 
rioua woman whtise pniphecies kid i 
intlameil his imagination. These 
triguea had their effect. The fidelity 
of the people was sapped- the pr 
phctesB fell away from Ler wcrHbii^ipciij 
and foretold ruin to bia cause. The 
BataviEins murmured that tb&ir de- 
struction was inevitable, that one 
tion could not arrest the slavery whid 
waa destined for the whule world 
How large a pwt of the human ] 
weM tke Batavians f What wers t 
in a eontest with the whole Roman 
empire f Moreover, they were not op- 
pressed with tribute. They were onljj 
expected to fumiah men and valou 
to their proud allies. It was the nei 
thing to liberty. If they were to bava 
rukra, it was better to serve a Ro 
emperor than a Germim witch. 



Revolts against Borne 

Thtis murmured the people. Had 
Civilis been successful, he would have 
been deified; but his misfortunes, at 
last, made him odious in spite of his 
heroism. But the Batavian was not a 
man to be crushed, nor had he lived 
so long in the Roman service to be 
outmatched in politics by the barbar- 
ous Germans. He was not to be sacri- 
ficed as a x>eace-offering to revengeful 
Home. Watching from beyond the 
Rhine the progress of defection and 
the decay (A national enthusiasm, he 
determined to be beforehand with 
tiiose who were now his enemies. He 
accepted the offer of negotiation from 
Cerialis. The Roman general was 
eager to grant a full pardon, and to 
re-enlist so brave a soldier in the ser- 
vice of the empire. 

A colloquy was agreed upon. The 
bridge across the Nabalia was broken 
asunder in the middle, and Cerialis 
and Civilis met upon the severed sides. 
The placid stream by which Roman 
enterprise had connected the waters of 
the Rhine with the lake of Flevo, 
flowed between the imperial com- 
mander and the rebel chieftain. 

Here the story abruptly terminates. 
The remainder of the Roman's nar- 
rative is lost, and upon that broken 
bridge the form of the Batavian 
herb disappears for ever. His name 
&de8 from history: not a syllable 
is known of his subsequent career; 
eveiything is buried in the profound 
oUivion which now steals over the 
scene where he was the most imposing 
actor. 

The soul of Civilis had proved in- 
sufficient to animate a whole people ; 
yet it was rather owing to position 
than to any personal inferiority, that 
his name did not become as illustrious 
as that of Hermann. The German pa- 
triot was neither braver nor wiser than 
the Batavian, but he had the infinite 
forests of his fatherland to protect 
him. Every legion which plunged 
into those tmfa&omable depths was 
forced to retreat disastrously, or to 
perish miserably. Civilis was hemmed 
in by the ocean ; his country, long the 
bams of Roman military operatipns. 
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was accessible by river and canal. The 
patriotic spirit which he had for a 
moment raised, had abandoned him; 
his allies had deserted him ; he stood 
alone and at bay, encompassed by the 
hunters, with death or surrender as 
his only alternative. Under such cir- 
cumstances, Hermann could not have 
shewn more courage or conduct, nor 
have terminated the impossible struggle 
with greater dignity or adroitness. 

The contest of Civilis with Rome 
contains a remarkable foreshadowing 
of the future conflict with Spain, 
through which the Bat-avian republic, 
fifteen centuries later, was to be 
founded. The characters, the events, 
the amphibious battles, desperate 
sieges, slippery «flliances, the traits of 
generosity, audacity, and cruelty, the 
generous confidence, the broken faith, 
jseem so closely to repeat themselves, 
that history appears to present the 
selfsame drama played over and over 
again, with but a change of actors and 
of costmne. There is more than a 
fanciful resemblaifce between Civilis 
and William the Silent, two heroes of 
ancient Gem^ stock, who had learned 
the arts of war and peace in the service 
of a foreign and haughty world-empire. 
Determination, concentration of pur- 
pose, constancy in calamity, elasticity 
almost preternatural, self-denial, con* 
summate craft in political combina- 
tions, personal fortitude, and passionate 
patriotism, were the heroic elements 
in both. The ambition of each was 
subordinate to the cause which he 
served. Both refused the crown, al- 
though each, perhaps, contemplated, in 
the sequel, a Batavian realm of which 
he would have been the inevitable 
chief. Both offered the throne to a 
Gallic prince, for Claesicus was but the 
prototype of Anjou, as Brinno of Bre- 
derode, and neither was destined, in 
this world, to see his sacrifices crowned 
with success. 

The characteristics of the two great 
races of the land portrayed themselves 
in the Roman and the Spanish struggle 
with much the same colours. The 
Southrons, infianmiable. petulant, au- 
dacious, were the first to assault and 
to defy the imperial power in both re- 
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volte; while tbe iQbabitaTits of the 
northem provincca, Blower to be 
aroused, but of taore enduring wrath^ 
werBlj^aa ard^tatthe coniiaeTi<^QiQJ]tr 
but. alone, nte^idf'Lfit at the <xlose of th^ 
i}(yntesL In both wars the flout&em 
Celt* feu ftway frcm the le^iD^ie, their 
ootimgeotua but corrupt chieftaina hav- 
ing been purchased with imperial gold 
to bring about the abject subnaiaaion of 
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their followers ; whfle the Germfuii 
NetherlaudB^ aLthongh eveDtuallj mih- 
jug&ted by Homej, after a desperate 
BtrugglBj were BuccesBlul in the greiit 
conflict with Spain, and immpled out 
of existence every vestige <jf her autho- 
rity. The BataviaD repubHo took ite 
t^ank among the loading powers &t the 
eQ.rtb ; the Belgic provinces remskii 
Boniati, Spaniah, Apfitrian property. 



OWure but important raoveraeiatB 
in the regiona of eternal twili^^t, re- 
volutiona, of which history haa been 
Bilentj Jn the xnysterioua depths d A»ia, 
oui^uringK of human rivtre along the 
Bid^ of the Altai MountainB, convul- 
aiomt up-hf^ving remote realms and 
unknown dynaBtiesT shock after ehock 
throbbing throughout the barbarian 
world, and djdng upon the edge of 
civilisation, vast throefl which ah^ke 
the earth as preoursory pangs to the 
birtb of a new empire — aa dying aymp- 
toms of the proud but effete realm 
which called itaelf the world ; scattered 
hordes of aanguinary^ grotesque savages 
pu^ed frotn their own hotiieH, and 
bovering mtb v^^gue purposes upon 
the Roman frontier, constantly re- 
pelled and perpetually reappearing in 
ever-increasing swanuB^ guided thither 
by a fierce iuBtinct, or by mysterioua 
laws — such are the weH-knowu pheno- 
mena wbioh preceded the fall of Weat- 
em lliime* Stately, estemally power- 
ful* although undermined and putre* 
Koent at the core, the death-stricken 
empire still daahed back the aasaulta 
of its barbarous enemiee. 

During the long struggle interven' 
ing l>etweerj the age of VcBpuamia and 
that of Odoswer, during all the pre- 
liminary etbnographiGid revolutions 
whieh preceded the great people's 
wandering, the Netherlands remained 
aub J£?cth provinces. Their country was 
tipon the high road which led the 
Goths t-3 lifiioe* Thc«e low and barren 
trai^ts were the outlying marches of 
the empire. Upon that deaolate 
beach broke the first surf from the 
rking ocean of Qerman freedom which 
was soon to iWerwhebm Rome. Yet, 
althotigh the ancient landmarks were 



soon well-nigh obliterated, the ITetber- 
hmdjs BtiU remained faithful to the 
empiire, Batavian blood woa still poured 
out for its defence. 

By the middle of the fourth centtiry, 
the Franks and Alleuianians— alle- 
miinuer, all-men — a mass of unite 
Gerniaus, are defeated by the Emperi 
Julian at Strasburg, the Batavian 
valry, as upon many other great OCCA* ] 
siona, saving the day for deepo tiam ► Tbia 
achievement, one of the last m which 
the name appears upon hi.^toric record, 
wsB therefore as triumphant for the 
valour as it was humiliating to the 
true fame of the nation. Their Indi-^j 
viduality aoon afterwarda diBappean 
the race having been partly exbausti 
in the Roman service, partly merged m 
the Frank and Frisian tribes who oc<?up 
the domains of their forefathers. 

For a eentiiry longer, Home etiU re- 
talna iti outward form, but the awam^J 
ing Dationis are now in full careeRjl 
The Netherlands are succeaaively or* 
fiunultanecrtifll^ trampled by Pmnks, 
Vandalfl, Alam, Suevi, Saxons, Prisianjs, 
and even Sckvoniana, as the great 
inarch of Germany to universal empire, 
which ber prophets and bards had 
foretold, went majestically foi^ward. 
The fountains of the fri:jzen North 
were opened, the waters prevailed, but 
the ark of GhriBtianlty floated upon 
the flood. Am the deluge aemiaged^J 
the earth had retiumed to chaos, th J 
last pagan empire hafl been wasbe-df 
out of existence, but the faltering iii-»l 
fancy of Christian Europe had begun. 

After the wanderings had dtib^idud,] 
the Netherlands are fourui wit!i m uehl 
the iame ethnological charaeten The 
Frank dominion hai» surceedod the 
BomaUj the German etook prepondet J 
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I over the CeltJc, but tb* rtatic^al 

' kigredieuta, dttiough in »oiiiewbat 

zJiered proportions, remain eaatnitiAHy 

84 before. Tbe <>ld B^lgiC'; Imving b^- 

tsome RonmniBed in toDgue amd cua- 

tom^j accept the new empire of the 

[ FraoJESU Tbat people, howeTtsr, pusbed 

l.&om its hold of the Rbme by thickly- 

tlinsngiiig bordei^ of Gepidi, Quad!, 

SfiTniAtJ, Henili, SaxooR, Burgundiims, 

mQV«^ towurda tbe soutli jmd west. 

I Ab tb^ empire falla be-fore OdoaoerT 

tbey o<?cupj Celtic Gaul with the Bel- 

giAJn fk>rtioii of the Netherlands^ while 

I the t*rijjienfl, into which ancient Ger- 

)»«m IriW the old Bntavian element 

I hua rti^lti^d, not to be BZtmgiiishedj 

but t<j rentsw its exiatence^ the ■* free 

FrifijmB,'^ whose tiame ia syiionTmoui 

with liberty, nearest blood relations of 

the Anglo^^iLxon race, now occupy th,e 

iioriherTi portion, including tbe whole 

I future Eurr.>i>€saii territory of the Dutch 

I reptiblie. 

The hietoty of the Fnmlcs becames, 

I therefore, the biatory of thtt Nether- 

landa. The FiiBians etruggle, for oe- 

veral centuries, against their dominion, 

until ttveutuAlly subjugated by Chtirle- 

msgitB. They even enci-oach upon the 

Franks in Belgic Gaul, who are deter- 

miued not to yield their poaaesaionH. 

[ Morenrer, the piona Merovingian /ttm- 

inn^ deeiie to pLint Christ lajjity nmong 

the &t J] I pjigan FrisianB* Dagoberfc, 

tioa of the eecotid Ch)t,%irei advances 

V tliem ae far aa the Weaer, takea 

aion of litrecht, founds there 

l^first Chriatiaii church in Friealand, 

F«iiil eetabliahea a nominal dominion 

lover tbe wbcile country. 

Yet the feeble MeroTingiaiis would 
[ba^re been powerless against rugged 
[Frieskad, bail not their dyna^y al- 
[i^iady merg*5d in that puissant ftimily 
[of Brabant, whieb long wielded their 
Ipower before it aEai,inied their crown. 
lit waa Pepin of Heristal, grandson of 
Itlse Ketherlacder, Pepin of Landen, 
fn^hrt *ff>nqu€'red tbe Friaian Radbod 
= forced biTn to exchatjge 
:ii? duc-al title* 
«,ui' i u-i-Lii^ bfwitard, Cbarlee the 
whose tremendous blows 
1 Ills father a work. The new 
of the paluc© aoon drove the 



Friaian chief into subminiot), nnd even 
i«to Christianity* A bishop's indis- 
cretion, however, neutral iaed the afioa- 
tolic blows of the mayor. The (jagan 
R^bod had already immersed one of 
his royal legs in the baptismal font, 
when a thought struck bim, '* Where 
are my dead f orefathenj at preient ? " 
he said, tumiag enddenly upon Bishop 
Wolf ran. " In hell^ with all other un- 
boUcTerBj" woii the imprudent answer, 
'* Mighty well," replied Radbod, re- 
moving^ his leg, ''then will I rather 
feji«t with my anoeatoTO in the balls of 
Woden, tban dweU with your little 
starveling bajid of Chrif^tlans m 
heaven." Entreaties and thn^^-it^ were 
unavailing. The Friaian declined posi^ 
tively a rite which was to cause an 
eternal separation from his bimed kin- 
dred, and he died, aa he had lived, a 
heathen. His B4:>n, Poppo, succeeding 
to the nominal soTOTeignty. did not 
actively oppose tbe introduction of 
Cbriatianity Amopg bis people^ but 
himself refused to be convei*t©,L Ite- 
heliiug against tbe Frank dominion, 
he was totally routed by Charles Mar- 
tell in a great battle (A.B. 750), and 
perished with a vast number of Fri- 
sians, Tbe Christian dispenaation^ 
thus enforced, was now accepted by 
these northern pngana. The com- 
mencement of their conversion had 
been mainly the work of their brethren 
from Britain. The monk Wilfred wiva 
followed in a few years by tbe Anglo- 
Saion Willibrod. It was he who d<?- 
stroyed the images of Woden in Wal- 
eheren, abolifghed his worahip, and 
founded churches in North HoUand. 
Charlea Martell rewarded him with 
extensive domaina about Utrecht, to- 
gether with many slaves and other 
chattels. Soon afterwards he waa con- 
secrated Bishop of aQ the Frfaians. 
Thus rose the famous episoopate of 
Uti-ecbt Another Anglo-Saian, Win- 
fred, or Brfuifacius, had been equally 
active among bi a Frifdan cousins. His 
croKier had gone hand in hand with 
the battle-axe, Bonifacius followed 
close upon tbe track of his orthodox 
coadjutor Charlee. By the middle of 
the eighth centuiy, some hundred tbou- 
eand Fzimiin^ had been Hlaugbiotfid^ 
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and aa many more coiivetled The 
hammer whieh smote the Sameens at 
Tours waa at laiit HT:icce@sful in beating 
the Netherlaiidera into Cbrii*t3anity, 
The labium* of Bonifadiia through 
Upper aod Lti^er Gertuany were iui- 
mense ; but he, too, receiT€<i j^at 
material I'eward^. He w^ credited 
Archbiehop of Majeuce^ audj upon tho 
death of WIlBbrodj Bighap of Utrecht, 
F}uthful to bk miasionj however, he 
met, heroically, a martjT'e death at 
the hnnds of the refract'.jry pagana at 
DoUkuni. Thua woB ChriBtiaiiit J eata- 
blklied in the Netherlands. 

Under Charlemagne k the Frinianfl 
oftea rebelledj making common omjae 
with the Saxane* In 7S5, A.D., they 
were, however, completely aubjugated^ 
and u^jver rose agtim imtO the epoch i>f 
Uieir eotir^s^ BeparatiotL from the Frank 
empire, Charlemagne left them their 
noiae of free Frkiana, and the propefty 
in their own land* The feudal system 
never took r&ot in their eoih " The 
Frkiati»,'' saya their statute book^ 
'*shaE bo frcjej od long as the wind 
blows ciUit of the clouds and th^ world 
etands." They agrcedj however, to 
obey the chiejfs whom the Frank mo- 
narch ahoidfl appoint to govern iliem, 
according to their owh kwa. Those 
IflWB were collected, and are still ex- 
tant. The vernacular version of their 
Asega book contains their ancient cub- 
tamsj together with the Frank addi- 
tions. The geuerd Btiitiiteis of Cbarle- 
magne were, of eouree, in vigour ale*> ; 
but that great legialator knew too well 
the importance attached by all man- 
kind to local euatomaj, to allow his 
imperial (Capitulars to interfere, un- 
neceeaarily, with the Frisian lawt. 

Thus again the Netherlandfli f^r the 
Urst time ainf!^ the fall of Rome, were 
xmiled under one crown imperial 
They had already been once united, 
in their slavery, to Rome. Eight cen- 
turies pass away, and they are again 
united, in subjecfclon, to Charlemagne, 
Their union was but in forming a 
single link in the chain of a new realm. 
The reign of Charleniiigne hod at Last 
accomplished the ptomiae of iJie aorccr- 
ess Velleda and other soothsiyera. A 
German rai^ had re-estabHshed tlte 
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I empire of the world. The Fethw^i 
lands, like the other provinces of the 
gren-t mrmareli s dominion, were govern- 
ed by crown-appointed funotionaiies, 
mihta-ry and jtidicial. In the north- 
eastern, or Frisian portion ^ however, 
the granta of land were never in the 
form of revocable benehces or feuds. 
With this important exception* the 
whole coimtry shared the fate, and 
enjoyed the general orgiumjjition of the 
empire. 

But Chademagne came an age too 
soon. The chaos which had bixioded 
over Enrope since the dissolution of 
the Roman world, was still too abi;olute. 
It was not to be fashioned into jjerma- 
neut forms, even by his bold and con- . 
structive genius. A soilj exhaustei|| 
by the long culture of pagan cmpLrea,' 
was to lie fallow for a still lunger 
period. The discordant elements out 
of which the Emperor had com- 
pounded his realm, did not coalesce 
during his lifetime. They were only ^ 
held together by the vigourous 
of the hand whidi had combined die 
When the great statesman dlvd^ his 
empire necessarily fell to pieces. So- 
ciety had need of further diiintegration j 
before it could begin to reconstructi 
itself locally. A new civilisation was * 
not to l>e improviHetl by a single miDd. 
When did one man ever civilise a 
people ? In the eighth and ninth cen- 
tmies there was not even a people 
to be dvilijed. The construction of 
Charles wat^ of DeceBsity, temporary* 
His empire wae supported by columns, 
which fell prostrate almoet as soon as 
the hand of their architect was cold* 
His institutions had not struck down J 
into the soil. There were no e^tenjdvel 
and vigorous roots to nourish, froi^l 
below, a flourishing empire through ' 
time jind tempest. J 

Moreover, the Carlovingtan race hadl 
been exhauated by producing n race of 
heroes like the Pepins and the Charloaes, 
The famDy became, soon, as contemp- 
tible as the ox-drawn, longhatre*! "do- J 
nothings " whom it iml expelled ; but! 
it is not our task to deiflorn>e the ' 
fortimes of the Emperors ignoble 
descendants. The realm "vtm dividedi , 
flubdiTided^at timet partialis reuniti ' 
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incorr^ [-■';—* -i-'"'- t-^ }■' -^A to delagate, 
or t nee o! tlio 

gre«t ,_, ;, TUemf»ek| 

Tittldj, fat, astaTimieringi iiui|)le Cliarlesi, 
or Lciuts, who suocetaively sat upan 
bitf tkrotie — prinoeta, whtkeo only hia- 
torio iodiYiduality Gonsiata. Id thiaeo 
inaipi'l '■ ' ^^' ^iona — had not the eenfie 
to e^ . ijxr lecfl to develop, tlie 

Chzu-iea the 6intpl« was the Ifurt Car- 

OTtDgian who governed Lotb&rktgiik, 

in wy,ch wfiFT© comprbied most of the 

Ketherlajida and Fiiealand. The Ger- 

monai'^h, Henry the Fowler, at 

(Lt period called King of the Kaat 

?raaks, a» diajias «f Uie West Frank*, 

^scqtiir^ LutbtuiDgia by the treaty 

^of Bonn, Charles reserving the eove- 

eighty over the kingdom during his 

Ifetime. In ^25, a.£Il^ however, the 

Simpleton having bet?ti imprisoned and 

dep<jfl^J byhifi own BQbjt^ctfl^the Fowler 

was reccigiiiBed King of LothEU'ingia. 

Thm3 the Xetherliindfl paflEsed out of 

Fi'tmc^e into Germany* renmining, stiU^ 

Ipriyviuceg of a Uxsse, diejointed eii>pire. 

Tliia ia the epoch in which the van- 

' ' ' i. earldotoa^ and other 

■dm of the Netherlandfl 

try. It yiiHA m the yenr 

\^ the Himple pres-ent^id 

> 1. ' ■ the territory of H oUt^nd , 

it. This tiaiTow hook 

[lii! 1, in future ages, to be 

riLfiie iti a conaideiuble empire, 

Bg ihroiigh both hemiEpherea, 

acaforth, the inheritance of 

iidantB. Hist4>rically, there- 

\ Dirk L, Count of Hollarid. 

* thf fl Bftiall auvere'ign and hb aue- 
niKTs, the moat powerf nl foe, for oeci- 
'tiiriee, was the Biahoji of DtTe<Eht, the 
origii]! of whoee gnsatm^sa baa been 
already indicated. Of the other Ke- 
tberl^ud pro^incfs, now hereditary, the 
fifst in rank w&a Xjotharingla,^ ouce the 
'"kingdom of Lothaire, now the dukedom 
aine. Iq 9G5 it was divitled \nit> 
mid Lowef Lorraine, of which 
ver duehy alone bek^nged to the 
0rlMids. Two eenturieii later, tlio 
of Louvoin, then o<x:upying 
{ i»t Bmlmnt, obtained a permanent 
i lA Lovvrer Lormiue, and begaji to 



13 

c^l themaelTea Dukw of Brabant. 
The auiie principle of locid indepisn* 
denoe and iflolstion which created theae 
<&ikaa« eBtablishedthe hereditary power 
of the counts and barons who formerly 
exi^rciaed jurisdiction under them 
and others. Thus arose iOTeroign 
Counts of NamuTj Hainaiilt, Limbot^^ 
Zntphen, Dukes of Ltix^mburg and 
Queldrea, Baronn of MeeMin. Mar^ 
queeses of Antwerp* and others; all 
petty Autocr^tA. The most important 
of ftU, after the house of Lorraine^ were 
the Earb of Flanders; for the bold 
foresters of Charles the Great hud soon 
wreated'the aovereignty of their little 
territory from hia feeble descendanta, 
as easily as Bnldwrn, with the iron 
arm, haul deprived the bald Charles of 
hia daughter, Holland, Zeland^ Utrecht, 
Overyssel^ Groningen, Drenthe, and 
Friealand (all seven being jfortionfl of 
Friesland in a general senae), were 
crowded together upon a httle desolate 
corner of Europe; an obacure fragment 
of Charlemagne's broken empire. They 
were afterwards to constitute the 
United States of the Netherlands, one 
of the moat powerful republics of his* 
tory. Meantime, for century after oen- 
tury, the Counts of Holknd and the 
Bi^opj of Utrecht were to exerciBe 
divided away over the territory* 

Thus the whok country was broken 
into many shreds and patches of sove- 
reignty. Thp sepamte hiatory of mich 
LalfnDi^aniaed nioi'sela is tedious and 
petty, TriSing dynasties, where ft 
family or two were everything, the 
people nothing, leave EtUe worth re- 
cording. Even the most devout of 
genealogiiita might shudder to irhroiuela 
the long fluceeaaion of so many illuar 
trious obscure, 

A glance, however, at the genflttd 
features of the governmental system 
now established in the Netherlands, at 
this important epich in tht? world's 
bktory, will ehew the tranaformationa 
whieh the country, in common with 
tither portions of the western world, 
ha4l undergone. 

In the tiinth c^tury the old Bfttn- 
vian and later Iloinan forms liave faded 
away. An entirely new polity has sue- 
eeeded. No great popular assembly 
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aBerti iti KncrasBtr, » m the aa- 
oent Gcrmaa epoch; bo ^encnJB aad 
tonpoaiy kingi are dioKB ly tfe 
Batka. The dectzre pover kad bees 
loafc under Hie RofBana, vlkQy after eoB- 
qoeatyhadc o i il ene d tiiead mlnHUaai we 
autlkoritj orer dieir aabjeet ytwlatj ei 
upon offidals appointed b^tbemelio- 
polia. The Franka poraoed tiie asne 
eoaraeL In Charlemagne's time the 
zcTohitioo m eompkteL Popolar aa- 
■emUieBand popular ri nr ti nn c nlii e iy 
lanuh. Militey, czril, and jwftrtal 
offioen— dokea, earii^ nuiKiara^ ana 
odien — are all king:** 
fe» deM bcmmgt, pmeri n^ 
xemain, till ther abjure the 
power, and aet up their ovn. The 
principle of Oiariprnagne, that hia 
offieen dioiild got an aeconhog to 
local cnatom, hdpa them to achierv 
their own independence, while it pee- 
aerrea all that ia left of national hbertf 
and law. 

The ooimtB, aansied br infi 
judges, bc^ diets from time to 
thiioe, perfaapa, ammallj. Ther alao 
anmmon mwihIiIicb in case of war. 
Thither are called the great iiwiIh, 
iHkO, in turn, call their leaser Taasals, 
each armed with " a shield, a spear, a 
bow, twelre arrows, and a cairaas." 
Sodi assemblies, oonroked in the name 
of a distant sovereign, whose face his 
subjects had nerer aeen, whose lan- 
guage they could hardl j nndesstand, 
were yerj different from those tnmul- 
tooos mass-meetings, where boisterous 
freemen, armed with the weapons they 
lored the best, and arriving aooner or 
later, aooording to their pleasure, had 
been accustomed to elect their gene- 
rals and magis^ates, and to raise them 
upon their iJiieMft. The people are 
now governed, their rulers appointed 
by an invisible hand. Edicts, issued 
by a power, as it were, scqpernatural, 
demand implicit obedience. The peo- 
ple, acquiescing in their own annihila- 
tion, abdicate not only their political 
but their personal ri^ts. On the 
other hand, the great source of power 
diffuses less and iSss of light and 
warmth. Losing its attractive and 
controlling influence, it becomes gra- 
dmllj eclipsed, while its satellites fly 
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pvBczibed bcnrnds, asd 
leuusL The 
cwr reahns BO wide, 
hawk than those of 
CaAiwiittJ sas. It breaks 
FGDXSaoBiziBS beoGsne aove- 
wiih ha e djijiy - net ddegxLed, 
li^SL to on the pacfftke. v> tax their 
rnds and riven, te lake li thln g s of 
iheir blood and sveat.10 bsr^ss them 
in aE the rrjiattrrwcf fife. There is no 
liiwj.1 ■ a BMCropofis xa protect them 
irasn offieaal i^nifMsriiii Powr, the 
flaore sesfafivaded, beeoiDet the more 
trrannieaL The Fwtd is the only 
' symbol of law. the crasi is a weapon 
of ofienee.the tMhop is a e cius e u ated 
prrat^. andcva « petti barm a buig^ar; 
while the peofde, aheenateSy the prey 
of duke, pveboe. and seignor, flh^n 
and botrhrrad fike sbeep, esteem it 
' happineas to seil themsehres into sla- 
verr, or to hoddle beneath the casUe 
waDsof some little potentaxe, for tiie 
sake of his wolfish protection. Here 
I dierbaild hovels^ wlucfa they surround 
! from time to time with paEsadesand 
] muddy enu wwhmfwta ; and here, in 
these squalid abodes of ignorance and 
! misery, the genius o£ liberty, oon- 
' ducted by the ^irit of conmieroe, de- 
; scends at last to awaken mankind from 
j its aloth and cowardly stupor. A 
longer nig^t was to intervene, how- 
ever, before the dawn of day. 

The crown-s^ppointed foiictionaries 
had been, of oouise, financial officers. 
They collected the revenue of the so- 
vereign, one-third of which slipped 
through their fingers into their own 
' coffers. Becoming sovereigns them- 
selves, they retain these funds for their 
private emolument. Four principal 
sources yielded this revenue: royal 
domains, tolls and imposts, direct 
levies, and a pleasantry called volun- 
tary contributions or benevolences. In 
addition to these supplies were also 
the proceeds of fines. Taxation upon 
sin was, in those rude ages, a consider- 
able branch of the revenue. The old 
Frisian laws consisted almost entirely 
of a discriminating tariff upon crimes. 
Nearly all the misdeeds which man is 
prone to commit were punished by a 
mcmey-bote only. Murder, larceny. 
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•n»iii mpe — all DflWices Against iho 

p«ti&<:»n were cutomtited for a defiuitt* 

price. There were n, few eioeptiona, 

. such OS pa.rTicidej which was followed 

fhj lo^ 0(f inheritance: eocrilege And 

fthe murder of a master by a fllave, 

which were ptmi»h€Hl vnth dm.th. It 

'm a imtiiral Inf ertftice that, &a the tojal 

^treunry was enriched by theBo Impofita, 

i AOTerdgD would hardly attempt ta 

P^ieck the lumnal harrectt of iiilquii!^^ 

fliy wiiich his reyetiue wns hior^tsed. 

T Still, ait hough the moral eetiM ia 

j BUocked bj a aysteni which nmkea the 

lniler*a iutdreM identical with the witik- 

edueae of bis people^ and holda out a 



oompArative Imujutiltj' in eviUloing for 
the rich, it waa better tliiit crime aheuld 
be punished by money rather than not 
be pLinbihed at all. A severe tax^ 
which the nibble reluctantly paid and 
which the penniless culprit commuted 
by pettjon^l filayery, waa Bufliciently 
unjuat sdS well a^ absurd^ yet it gerred 
to mitigate the horrana with which 
tumult, mphie, and murdor enveloped 
those early days, Gradually, ob the 
light of reosoD brolce upon tha dark 
ages, the most noxioua features of the 
eyEftem were removed, while Ihe general 
Bentim|^t of revereii<»3 for ^w re- 
mainciW 
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Five oenturies of isolation succeed. 
kin the Netherlands, aa throughout 
hoiidAud obdcureandalender 
dowly preparing the great 
rof wmvi^ml cultiu-e> Five dis- 
Imol centuiiea of feudalLamT during 
' which periLKi there ia little talk of 
humLon right, little obedience to divine 
reascm, Eighta there ore none, only 
I forces ; and, m brief^ tliree groat forces, 
IgxaduaUy arising^, developing them- 
|9dlve% acting upon each other, and 
rvptm the general movement of society. 
The ffword — the first, for a time the 
only tc^ce : the force of iron. The 
"land's master/* having acquired the 
[property in the territory and in the 
' people who feed thereon, distributes to 
his subalterns, often but a shade be- 
neath hini in power, portions of bis 
estate, getting the use of their faithful 
BWfjrda in ret u m, Yavoflo ure eiibdi vide 
agiun to Toesols^ exchangmg land and 
cattle, human or other, against fealty, 
snd m the iron chain of a military 
Edeiaieby, forgt^ of mutually inter- 
nd^nt links^ !£ Btretehed over each 
Je p«rovince. Impregnable castles, 
t more nnuierouB than in any other 
rpttrt of diristcndom, dcit the level aur- 
|£aM>e of the country. Mail-clad knights, 
rith their f jUowers, encamp permar 
Incotly Lspon the aoiL The fortunate 
Ifabk'of tlivine right ia invented to 
' eanction the system j superstition and 
igooronc^i give cmreney to the dehi- 
fion. Thus the grace of tJocl, having 
oaaCeired the property in a vsAt por- 



tion of Europe upon a certain idiot in 
France, makes him competent to sell 
large fragments of his estate, and to 
give a divine, and, therefore, most 
satisfaetory title along with them ; a 
great convenience to a maUj, who hod 
neither power, wit, nor will to keep 
the property in Ms own hands. So the 
Dirks of Holland get a deed from 
Charles the Simple, find, although the 
grace of God does not prevent the 
royid grantor himself from dying a 
miaeFabie, discrowned captive^ the con- 
veyance to Dirk is none the less hal- 
lowed by aim ighty fiat. So the Roberta 
and Guys, the Johns and EaldwinSi 
become sovereigns in Hainiiult, Bra- 
bout, Flanders, and other little dis- 
tricts, affecting supernatural sanction 
for the authority which tbeir good 
swords have won and are ever ready 
tfi-} niaintainH Tbas oi-ganieed, the force 
of iron asserts and exertti itaelf, Duke, 
count, (jotgnor and vassal, knight and 
squire, master and man, swonn and 
struggle amain. A wild, cboetic, san- 
guinary scene. Here, biMhop and barou 
contend, centuries kng, murdering 
human creatures by ten thousands for 
an acre or two of swampy pasture; 
there, doughty families, hugging old 
musty quarrels to tlicir heiirt, buffet 
each other from generutlon to genera- 
tion ; and thus they go oun piKJiig and 
wrestling among thorns^'" \ " '^^ all 
the world, sb ricking h- lies 

which no humAn soul ev iiod 

— red i^p& imd blacky white hwds ofid 
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m^* Hooks jum! Kokbbdmwi^ fleaUug 
^B^jraddssm^ building caetl^ and bum- 
inc th^m^ tiltiii^ ftt toumeys, stealing 
b^9C^ Toaeiing Jews, robbing the 
lijgliwap^ caniBadiJig^tiow upon Syrian 
auid& ^linst Fajnim dogs* now in 
Priffjii qui|giiiii>^ against Albigenaed^ 
Stadii^gantf and other bervticfi — pking- 
JK about in blood and ire^ f epentmg, 
a£idle tisuei, and pajmg their pusage 
tluiMi^ I»urgalar7 witli large dices of 

WltttKldid di^d bmui of the Church; 
•jQling.on tl)« wbuK according to their 
Idtid, iuid 0C1 glutting tbeinaelv€« oivil- 
JMil or eit^ruLiiiJvtiHl^ it mntteft little 
which. Thm tiioy play tbdr part, 
tb<)ii anflWtio men atn^rroe ; and thu6 
<Ut9 ur%vvt for«o» tliw (<.>rct< of iron, Hpiut^ 
ftnd vxjiniiiii itatdf* vvutury after cen- 
tiiry, lumping i*it, an it whjrl«,the great 
(^i^7t«t s*C *nicU«r.y towBtrda ita goal| 
whi'ivvur Unit, tntiy W. 

An*»tlnn' f**ioi* -tli« fofiia clerical — 
Iho |ntwi4i III oti'iliM^ arEMon r the might 
«»f «Mlmi»tiHl luiitd iiunusnring itself 

^1,1 hn\i, UK piitirtteruft 

^ 1 1 ►^tii : oiiiftiiuwTiUigf 

I our old uiotiber- 

miit fiH'i!i»\ Ion, doVelojTft 

\-Mi\^v , *<ii)othncB bene- 

, Milt, Pripat- 

•■>',^ nf f CT nja:?* : 

ikliiHiniir 1111. i, II" i>0 

^<KiUit<Ui» pi*<i«ti|«U ^<* »ni "lit 

.,, ij 1.1,1,, ,1,,, K,. , ijf 

in* and 

in Hkl].ll 

uitxi'i li" loouHH kIw'^um Kj, Luit IV toof 

^,|. 4^u firrt4ii|tit, hi tli(« rocordmg 

I ' lumcy 

'■ili? [lit 
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trembling enemies, while sovereigtiA, 
at the head of arnuea, grovel m the 
dust and offer abject submiBaiofi for 
the kiss of peace ; exercising the same 
conjury over ignorant baron and 
cowardly hind, making the ficr^ion of 
apostolic authority to bind and loose, 
aa prolific in acre^ a» tko other divine 
right to have and hojdj thufl the force 
of cultivated intellect, wielded by a 
chosen few and aanctioned by supers 
natural authority, becomes aa potent 
as the Bword. 

A third force, developing it«elf more 
fllovTly^ becomee even more potent 1 
titan the rust : the power of gold. 
Even iron yields to the more ductile 
metaL The importance of mnnicipa- 
litiesj enriched by trade, begins to be 
felt. Commerce, the mother of Nether- 
laJid fi-eedom, and oveutually ita de» 
etroyw — even elb in all human hia» 
tory the viviiying becomes afterwards 
the dififioiving principle^comme«» 
changea iuaensibly and miraculoualy 
the aspect of flociety. Cluaters of 
hovels beceme towered oitiea; the 
green and gilded Hanae of eommeroial 
republicanism coils iteelf around the 
decaying trunk of feudal despotiam, 
CitieB leagued with cities throughout 
and beyond Chrifiteudom — empire 
within empiro^bind themaelvee doeer 
and closer in the electric chain of hu- 
man BympatbyT and grow atrouger and 
(stronger by mutual support Fiaher- 
men and river raftsmen become ocean 
adventurers and merchant princea. 
rommerce plucks up half-t^owned 
Holland by the locks and pours gold 
iiitc* her lap. Gold wreata power from 
iron. Needy Flemish weavera bt^^^ome , 
mighty manufacturera Armies of 
workmen, fifty thoutmnd stroiig, tramp 
thniugh the awarmiug atreeta. Silk- 
makera, clothiers, brewers, become the 
gi^wsips of kings, lend their royal gosaipA 
vaut sums, and bum the royal notes 
f»f hand in iirea of cinnamon wood, 
WiMdtb brings strength, strengthr con- 
Learning to handle croes-bow 
ijer, the burghcra fear leea the 
I sword, finding that their own 
^ IS w elJ , seeing that great armies 
^» rs of* chivalry —eau ride away 
bofui^ th#m fast enough at battlet of 
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b^get insoleiice, tumults, civic 

Intemeeme quarrels, tiorrjljb 

^tam the fftre«ts with blrxid, 

Adueaticfti lifts the mtkenfi more 

wtow^ out of the origbml ftlough. 

!U to treiublo oe little at 

a« lit iwordcraft, having 

*iii^.; something of each. Gold in 

[the tmdr tmaamitoned by right divine, 

%rdgfaA up Oie other forcee, mpema- 

tuml as they are. Ajod sci, etrug^ing 

doDg their appoitited pathj making 

cto&f makiDg laonej, maJdng treat iea 

with great kiogdouiSj mating war by 

1 and ses^ ringiDg great bells, wav- 

Dg great baimeri, thej, too— ih««e in- 

Wivientj bokt^TDUii btirghers — iicoom^ 

bliah their work. Thus, the mighty 

c»wer of the purse developB itself, and 

Qnmicipal liber^ becomea a fiubfitau- 

1 fact. A foeti not a prindple ; for 

! old theorem of aovereiguty i^moinB 

rmuiiaputed as^ erer. Neither the na- 

dan, in msBSj not- the dtizeiiB^ ill class, 

ay clium to human rights. All upper 

bttributea — legielative, judiciaJi adnii- 

p&iBtrative-^remain in the land-master' a 

t hresit alone. It iB Mt ^Ijqjurdity, there- 

fcirerto argue with OrotiuB concerning 

thjt unkoown antiquity of the Bataviau 

reptublic. The republic never exif^ted 

at all till the sixteenth century^ and 

i oidy bora after loag years of flgony. 

9 democratic iu^inctdof the ancient 

nan eayagea were to aurdve in the 

» of their cultivated descendftuta^ 

jx organised^ civiliBed republicou 

jh.^ never existed. The citiea^ 

03 they grew iu atreugth, never claimed 

the right to mike the law&, or to ahare 

the ^verument. As a matter of 

they did make the kwa, and 

tamned, beside, in m o&t important ftmc- 

tiuus of aiLiTcreigiityj in the treaty- 

I j'=''.tJt=f'' ij I A^ r f -rrt. ially, Sometimefi 

lea by blood, by 

• sesj or good hard 

*s, tLu^ ciWiiAid their Qharters, 

eir codea, statutes, joy fid en- 

amd other eonatitutiouB were 

by the biu^ghera aud sworii 

i ty the monarch. They weiti <;on- 

•aaooRS from above; privDegedj pri- 

tito lawe ; fragments, indeed, of a 

hfgor liberty^ but vastly better than 



the slavery for whi<;h they had bean 
Bubstituted; solid facts in^teiibd of 
empty abstractions^ which, in thosa 
practical and violent days, would have 
yielded little nutriment ; but they atiU 
rather BO^tghi to r&ooncile them^Ivee, 
by a rough, clumay fiction, with the 
hierarchy which they had invnded, 
than to overturn the uytftem- Thus 
the eitiee, i^et itiganiliig themeelvea as 
repreeentf^ivra or aggregations of the 
people, became fabulous perflonoges, 
bodies without souIb, corporatioDB 
whi^h had acquired vitality and 
strength enough to aasert thetr exis- 
tence. As persons, therefore^— gigantic 
individualities — they wheeled into the 
feudal ranks and assumed feudal 
powers and responsibilitieB^ The oity 
of Dortj, of Middlebui-g, of Ghent, of 
Lcnuvain, was a living beings doing 
fealty, claiming «erviee, Iwwiug to Ita 
lord, struggling iwith its eqtids, tramp- 
iing upon ite alave«. 

Thus, iu these obacure prc>TinceB, as 
throughout Europe, in a thousand re- 
mote and isolated corners, civilisatioii 
builds itself up, Bynthctically and 
slowly* Thus, impelled by great and 
conflio^Mg force«, now obliquely, now 
backward, now upward, yet, upon the 
whole, onward, the now society moves 
along its predestined orbit* gathering 
consistency and strength as it gij€;6i 
society, civilisation, pei'hap«, hut hijotlly 
humanity. The people hjw hardly be- 
gun to ejctricate it^If from the clods 
in which it lies buried. There are 
only nobles, priests, and, latterly, cities. 
In the uorthem Netherlands, the de- 
graded condition of tl^e magfe c^jntinued 
longest Even in Friealand, liberty, 
tJie dearest blessing of the ancient 
Frisians^ had been forfeited in a variety 
of ways. Slavery was both vtJuntary 
and oompulaory, Paupeis sold thera- 
selves that they might €i«ape stjura- 
tion. The timid sold themedvcii that 
they might escape violence*. These 
voKmtary sales, which were frequontj 
were usually mrule to cloisters and eo- 
clt?tiiafitical estabhishnients, for the con- 
ditiiin oi Church Blaves was preferable 
Ui that of other serfs. Peraoas worsted 
in judicial duels, shipwreoked sailoTS^ 
vagrantSj stnmgei'Si onmk^ls\m^b\ft \i^ 
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ikis^ were i^ depdvi^ o| fnoedom; 

but tlie proli£jc paaroe of alaTeij i^w 
var. Frieaiteii were altnoit muTtt^ 
■Ulj roduc^ to fietTitude. A free 
iromin who IntetmAmed with 3 elAve 
oondcmaed herself and offi^ri^to per- 
p€tttal bondage. Among ibe Blpiama 
Fmnkii, & free wonma tkus di^raciiig 
heraelf w&£ girt wi^ & sword and a 
diataf . Oudoelog the otM, abfl wis to 
strike her b^jyibatid de^ ; cboodiig the 
ottteTp ilie adopted tbe sjmbol of al^ 
verip% and bscsnEie a ebattel for Hfs. 

The ferooioua inroads of the Nor- 
mans ac^red nmny weak and tiiaid 
ptTsona inta «cmtude. They fled, by 
throngs^ to church ajid mofiasteiy, asd 
wt&re hiippy, by enalaving themn^ivt^ 
to efi<^p6 the more terrible bondage of 
the 8«a-kingH, IhjriDg the brief donu- 
nioo of the Norman Godfrey, e^ery free 
FrUkn was forced to wea^ a b^ter 
around hk neck. The lot of a Chtircb 
slave waji freedoin ia conipi&riBan. To 
kill Hm was ptuuihAble by a heavy 
fine. He could giTe testimony in 
OfRirt, could inherit, couJd make awillT 
could even plead before the kw, if law 
could be fooud. The ntimber of davea 
ihroughniit the Netherknds was ve?y 
largia; tbc nurnher belonging to thi 
bishopric of Utrecht, enormous. 

The condition of thoso belonging to 
laymen was much more painful The 
Lyf-fligene, or absolute aUvea, were 
the most wretched. They were mere 
brutes. They had none of the natnr^ 
attributea of hurainity, their life and 
death were in the master'a hands, they 
had no daim to a. fraction of their own 
labour or its fruits, they had no mar- 
riage, eiEcept under condition of the 
iniamoiis ptA P^""*^ noctiM. The Til- 
kgerffj Of villcinflj were the second 
ckea, and l^sa forlorn. They oould 
ooinmute the labour due to their 
o wrier by a fixed sum of money, aft^ 
lyiEtial payment of whieh, the villein 
worked for himself. His master, there- 
fore» was not his absolute proprietor. 
The chattel bad a benef^chd mterest in 
m portion of bia own flesh and blood. 

The cnisadei made great tmprove- 
mtimt in the condition of the serfii. He 
who biOiiiie a soldier of the oro^ ytm 



free upKMi hi£ return, and laany were 
adveBtux^Qias enough to purchaae liberty 
sit 80 honcnir«kl« a price. Many others 
mec^ sold or mortgaged by iie csruMd- 
ing knights, de^rouB of oonvwting 
their property into gold* before 
barkinjg upon their enteiTprijFe. 
purehasem or mort^aigeee were in , 
neral f^urehes and courenl^, 00 
the sIat^, thus alienat^dt obtained 1 
least a preferable servitude. Theplsoa 
oif the absent serfa w^ supplied by free 
labour, so that agrictiltuT^ and mecha- 
nlca! oecupetionflj now devolTing upon 
a more elsTated cla^ became lees de- 
gradiDg, and, in proeess of dme^ opened 
aai eveT'widening sphere for the indus^ 
try and pro|gre» of freemeu. Thus a 
people began to eiifit It was, how- 
ever, a miserable people, with personal 
but no civil rights whatever. Their 
condition, «^though better thao servi- 
tude, waa almost desperate* They 
were taxed beyond their ability, whik 
priest and noble were exempt. The] 
had no voice in the apportionmeofc < 
the money thus eoxrtrihuted. Th 
was no redreaa against the lawless ^ 
lence to which they were perpetuaU;^ 
eip<5eed In the manorial courti, I' 
criminal sat in judgmeut upon 
victun. The functions of highways 
and magiistrate were combined io one 
individuaL _ 

By degrees, the claas of freemo 
artiaans, traders, and the like, 1 
iag the more numerous, built stron_ 
and better houaeB outiide the caatkJ 
gates of the " land's master," or ths ' 
Lurgbfl of the mora powerful nohlei» 
The superiora, aniioufl to inoreane 
their own importance, favoured the 
progrees of the little boroughs. The 
population, thus collected^ began to 
divide themHelvea into guildfi. These 
were soon afterwards erected by the 
ccmmiinity into bodies corporate : the 
establiahment of the commuiutj '^ 
course, preceding the incor]^ 
the guilds. Those communiti0 
created by charters or Kev^fm, t 
by the sovereign. Unless the earlie 
concessions of tbis nature have porfslj 
ed, the town charters of Hollaad « 
Zeland are nearly a century later t' 
thoatof Flanders, Fiance, and Engh 
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The cJdest ^tfui% or aetof maijicipal 
rr ■ " ■ r nou, in tte prpvineea after- 
■\ :>'tltutmg the republic, was 

t ted bj Ckiimt Willkm the 

Fii-i^ ut ilolkiid oiiui C^iintefia Joaima 
0f FLander^jp aa joint prcprietDrB of 
ajicibereii, to the town of Middolbujg. 
Lt will be B^n tlmt ita Tnum ptirport 
y- - -^ iFi u special privilege fco 
. ktWf m place of ibe 
nj- d bj which mtmkind, 
fi) j^neral, were ^vertted bj their 
betters. 

The inbabjtaots^** ran the eh&rterj 
are taken into protection bj both 
lOunta. U|K)n fightings Di^miDg, 
^ousdixig, Btrikkig^ ftculdkig- upon 
.f^eMNB-breakiiig^ upon reeiaiajioe to 
pcaice-maters and to the judgraeDt of 
Soh^petis I tipon coQtemiuxig the Baj), 
iipoii aetling apoiled wiue^ and upon 
other isiiBdeeda, fines are impoaed for 
Mioof of the Count, the citf* and 
ttometixilifis of the Sohcpon^. . . , . 
^ all Middelbuxgera one kind ai law 
goai^iriteed* Eveiy man muat go 
law before the Schepenjs. If any 
e bein^ siunmoned and preaent in 
raltihereTJ dues not appear^ or refuses 
to ficnteace, he ahall be 
ith con£3cation of property* 
i ^; Sohepen denying juHtice to 
it shall, until reparation, 
tarlbunal &gmn. . . . A burgher 
g ^ dispute with em outsider 
iten niMinlj mn^st eummon him 
fore the Schepeus. An appeal lies 
from the Schepena to the Ccmnt, No 
e txm testify but a householder. All 
ienation of real estato must take 
before the Schepeoii. If ftu out- 
er haa a domplaint agodn^t a burgher, 
Sehep<9]|0 and Bcbout tnu^st arrange 
If either party refusofi submiMion 
thejn» tbey mnat ring the town bell 
f! eiitimjon pm assembly of aU the 
^mr^ers t^ compel him. Any one 
tinging the Umn bell, except by gene- 
al ctinBent, and any one not appearing 
fshtm. it tolls, are liable to a fine. No 
""Mdelbui^r can be arrBsted or held 
dimmce within Flanders or Hoi- 
tid, except for trrime." 
TUs docuratut was Bi^ed, sealed, 
and iwgm to by ^e two sovereigns in 
th» jear 1217. It wa» the moOel 



upqn whidi many other comi in unties 
or^M of great cities, in Holland and 
^dand were afterwards created. 

These charters are certainly not very 
extensive, even for the privileged 
munidipfdities which ohti],!ned thenii 
when viewed from an ab^tru^t stand- 
point. They constituted, however, 
a very great advance from the stand- 
point at which humanity actually 
found itself. They created, not for aU 
inbiiibitants, but for great numbers of 
them, the right, not to govern them- 
selves, but to be gOTeraed by lajv. 
Thej fumiahed a local adminifitration 
of justice. They provided against 
arbitrary imprisonment* They set up 
tribunals, where men of burgher ckuss 
were to sit in judgments They held 
up a shield against tyrbitrary violence 
from above and sedition from within. 
They encouraged peace-ft^akers^ punish- 
ed peace-br^ikers. They guarded the 
fundamental principle, ut mm tenercnt^ 
to the verge of absurdity; forbidding 
a freeman, without a freehold, &om 
testifying—^ capacity not denied even 
to a country slave. Certainly all this 
was better thaji fist-law and courta 
manorial. For the commencement of 
the thirteenth century, it was progress. 

The Schout and Schepena, or chief 
magistratQ and aldermen, were origi- 
nally appointed by the sovereign. In 
procem of time, the election of these 
municipal authorities was conceded to 
the communitlea. This inestimable 
privilege, however, after having been 
exercised during a certain period by 
the whole body of citizens, waa even- 
tually monopoUsed by the mnmcipal 
government itself, acting in conunon 
with the deans of the various guilds. 

Thus organised and inEpimi with 
the breath of civic life, the commu- 
nities of Flanders and Holland began 
to move rapidly forward. More and 
more they assumed the appearance of 
poeperous little republica. For this 
pro«perity they were indebted to com- 
merce, particularly with England and 
the Ealtic nations, and to manufao- 
turea, especially of wool. 

The trade between Eugland and the 
Netherlands had existed for ages, said 
was still extending itself, to the great 
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of HoUand aod EngiaQd^ tirmrdB ^h» 
jeoT 1276, cAoaed ft fj^iyaftae rmg vajf^ 
Scre^ and & ten je&rs* suspdnaiaQ of 
uiteTOoiime, A reocmciliaticHi after* 
wank led ^ ike «etabIkhiDC3vt of the 
Englwli wool vbtapliSt ai Bort. A mib- 
Aeqii«9it quajrel de^irnred HoOand of 
thit great adrantagk King fklw^ard 
T^fuaed to asBist Count Floreofss in a 
frar wild the Fl^mis^gBt and tranafbned 
tlie fltaple £mm Dort to Ebvgea and 

The tpde of the KetlierlaiidB with 
the' Mediterrtiiieaji ajid Uie East was 
nuunly thitjugh thiB &Toured city of 
Bnigea^ wbicb already, in tha thir- 
teeDtJi ceQtufjf hftd Tuen to the first 
Tank is the oonmierckl woiid. It wad 
the reetitig-pIaGe for the LombardB, 
{md other It^iona^ the great entrepiot 
^ their Bserdiaadise- ItDowhocaoe, 
ID additioii, the great marlcet^klaoe for 
English wool^ &nd the wooQen fabria 
of all the NetherlandB, aa weJl aa fot 
the dmgB and BpiceB of the EaiFt, Jt 
hjadj howe^'er, by no means reached its 
a.p4:>geet but wsa to culminate with 
Venice, and to eink with her decline. 
When the overland Indian trade fell 
off with the diBcovery of the Caipa paa- 
aagi^, both cities withered. Grass p^w 
in the Mt and pleasant Btreeta of 
Bruges^ and e^sirweed cltiBtered about 
tiie Enarble halk of Venice. At thie 
epoch, howev^j both wera in & state 
of lupid and insolent prosperity. 

The cities^ tinia adynncing in wealth 
and importanoe, wer© no longer Batia- 
fied with being gOTemed according to 
Jaw, and began to partidpate, not only 
In their own, but in the general go- 
vemmenL Under Guy the Firet of 
FlanderR> the to^Tia app^ired re^ilarly, 
as well as the nobles, in the aasembly 
nf the provincial ofltafcea. ( 1 8 26 -1 829, 
A.I1.) In the coui'se of the foUowing 
century, theaix chief cities, oreapitalsj 
of Hollind port, Harlem^ De}ftj Ley- 
deHj Goudft, find Anifiterdam) acciiiired 
the rsifiit of aendiHg their deputies ra- 
piiUrly to tlie e*rtfttefi of the provinceg. 
These Unvns, therefo™, with the nii»bles, 
eonetitiTtwl the paiiiameutaiy power of 
IhQ natiuo. They alao acquired letten 



psAc^ from the county aHowmg the 
to choose their burgo-mastecs and 
limited misnber <]£ coaacdEoin or iena^ 
toifl (VroodechafvpsiV 

Thus the Hl^^frtie^ of HdUand 
Fbndera wBxed daily ^nssiger^ 
great phyilisi omBT^JJeion in the ( 
teeoth oeotuTj oame to add ila ' 
etnoe to ^e slower pfoceaa of pc^ti 
r^volntioxi. Hitherto there had 1 
bat one Friealuid, iDclnding: HoQam^, ' 
aod nearly all the temtory of the fu- 
ture republia A slender gtream alone 
aepaivted the two great difftrktB. The 
low lands along the Vlic^ o^en threat- 
ened, at laat ^nk in the Wftvea. The 
Gennaii Ocean rolled in upon the 
inland late of FIcto. The ptormj 
Ztiyder Zee bigan ite ^ataioe l^ em- 

with all their population, and by 
spreading a chasm between kindred 
peoples. The political^ aa well aa the 
geographical, ockBtintu^^ of the laod 
waa obliterated by tlufi 
d^uge^ The HoUimdeta were cut < 
from their rebtires In the east by i 
dangeroufl a sea as that which di-ridei 
them from their Anglij-Saioo brethren 
in Britain. The deputies to the general 
aaaemblieB at Auiich could no longer 
undertake a journey grown «a peril()u& 
West FHeslaDd becauneahaorbedin Hol- 
laiid. East FrieslaDdremamed a federa- 
tion of rude but self -governed maritiine 
proTinces, until the brief and bloody 
dominion of the Saxon dukes led Uy 
the e^tabliahment of Charles the Fifth's 
authority. Whatever the nomi] 
aoTereignty over them, thia moat- 
publican tribe of Keihertander% or i 
Europ^uia, had never accepted feodal- 
iam. There was an annual oongre^ of 
the whole oonfederacy. Each of 
BeTcn Ettle atjvtes* on the other 1 
regulated its own internal affain 
Eih state was subdirideil into diJrtritf 
each district govern^ by a Giiet-n 
(great-maU} «elect-num) and assistant! 
Above aO theee diettrict officers wjja i 
Pcidesth, a raflgintratc ideutieai i^ 
name and functions wjth the chi« 
officerof the Italian repiibUes, Then 
wjis somatmiea but on© Podest^ni 
eometimee €ine for each province* H^ 
waa choaen by the people^ t*>ok orith i 
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to tiie e^arAte eatatea, or* if 

l-geneml to the federal diet, sad 

waa gesenUly elected for a liixtited 

-^ ^ometimm for life. H© 

1 hoAtd of eighteen or 

it^ _ ^_iioiiB. The deputieit to 

Le geD&mi. eoDgTC>s& were coo^n by 

' suJ&sge in Eaater-week, The 

' were not recognised aa & politic 

Sf in ikboaekndfi whicli a niggard 

siVLVG b^ appareotly condemned to 

erpetual pover^ and obecuritj", the 

f iQcipleof reaigonable hnman freedom^ 

flthout which there is no national pro- 

perity or glory wort^ contending for^ 

ITAS taking, deepest Mid strongest rool 

in the thirteenth and four- 

centiirieSj, Friealand waa & re- 

I exLcepti in name; HolLnid, Fkiii- 

Bnhbsjit^ hod acquired a hirge 

I adf government. The power- 

t'^mmmonweaith, at a later period to 
I crvolT^ out of tJie great combsit be- 
iiriBe3L ce!Dtralified tyranny add thu 
spirit of civil and religioua liberf^j 
was already frjre^hudowedL The ele- 
ments of which thiit important repub- 

»lic waa to be compounded were ger- 
Ijiinating for trenturiee. Love of free- 
pimit readiness to strike and bleed at 
my tdotnent in her cauae, manly re- 
aiHt-smce to despotism, however ovtir- 
^ladowing, were the leading charac- 
tciXEim ol the race in all regiona 
or periods, whether among Frisian 
"piTMnpij JDuteh dyk&s, the g*intle hills 
ind ^ftleK of Engknd, or the pathless 
! Ajnerica, DoubtleaBj the 
I hiunan liberty in Holland 
Hiju £ uiiiuers, 36 everywhere else upon 
eujiii whi^» tber« has been such a 
^hiBtory, unrolls mtiXiy scenes of turbii- 
Dce smd bloudabed; althongh these 
ffeatm^s have been exaggerated by 
peju diced historians, StUlj if there 
were luxury and iiisoleace, eedition 
and uprojir, at any rate there waa life, 
TkiftB violent Bttle commonwedths 
hAd blo[[>d in their veins. Hiey were 
I «i?mpa£t of proud, self -helpings muscu- 
1 liir vigour* The moat aauguinary 
I tiimtilta which they ever enacted in 
tlie fiuMa of day, were better thnn the 
iirder and sDifULL* bum of the niidnight 
ikrkneia of de<jptitiam. That very un- 
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ruJineaa was educatiDg the people for 
their future work. Those merchants, 
n^anufftcturerBy country iiquires, and 
hard-fighting barons, all pent t?p in n 
narrow comtr of the earth, tiuarrpJling 
with each cfther a^d with all the world 
for ceDturieSj were keeping alive a 
national pugnacity of cb&raoter^ for 
which there was to l>e a heavy demand 
in the sixteenth century, and without 
whloh the fatherland had perhaps sui^ 
Gtnnbed in the most unequal conflict 
ever waged by man against oppreiBsi9n. 
To stktitch the special Mstory of ev«n 
the leading Neth^rland provine^ dtir- 
ing the five eenturie^ whi(?h we have 
thtis rapidly sought to characteriae, is 
foreign to our purpose. By holding 
the clue of HoUand'a hiatoiryj the gene- 
ral ma^e of dynastic traiuifc^miations 
throughout the oountiy mayi however, 
be swiftly threaded. From the time 
of the firai Dirk to the close of the 
thirteenth century there were neai'ly 
four hundred y eara of imbroken male de- 
scent, a long line of Dirk^and Florences* 
This iron handed, hot-he«idedj adven- 
turous rac«, placed m sovereign upon 
ita little sandy hookj making ferodoua 
exertions to swell intci laiyer conse- 
quence, conquering a mile or two of 
maraaa or barren furze, after harder 
blows and bloodier eneountera than 
might have established an empire 
under more favourable drcximstanceat 
at hmi dies out. The eountshlp falls 
to the house of Avennes, Counts of 
Hainault. Holland, together with Ke* 
laud, which it had annexed, is thua 
joined to the province of Hainatdt. 
At the end of another half century 
the Hainault line espirea. William 
the Fourth died childlE»a in 1355, 
Hia death is the signal for the out- 
break of an almctrj} inttrminablB aeries 
of civil commotio na, Thoae two great 
[lartieBj^ known by the uncouth names 
of Hook and Kabbeljaw, come intfi 
existence, dividitig uoble agaiuBt noble, 
chy against city, father iigainst mHj 
for some hundred and iifty years, 
without foundatioti upon any al«tiact 
or intelligible principle. It may be 
observed, however^ that, in the sequel, 
and as a genend nile, the Kabbeljaw, 
or cod-fish party, represented ^(4 viX"^ 
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or municipal fftctkn. vbile the Hooks 
(fish-hooks) that wez« to catch and 
oontrc4 them, were the nobles; iron 
and aodacity against liiute nomber 
and weight. 

Duke Wilfiam of Baxwa^ sieier's 
son of WiIBam the Foorth. gets him- 
self estaUidied m 13^ He is sac- 
oeeded br his brother Albert ; Albert, 
bj his son ^^>H*w» Wilfiam. who 
hjMi married Margaret <^ Duigun dr. 
daughter of Philip the Bold, dks in 
1417. The goodh- h uiU ge oi these 
three XethedUnd prorinces deEeakds 
to his daughter Jaeqn^ne, a **»"■*— ^ 
of serenteen. Little need to tiaee die 
career of the fair and in-starred Jac- 
queline. Few diapten o€ histoncal 
lomanee hare diawn more freqixiit 



Ihe fsYwrite herocne of ballad 
and draaaaw to XedieHandefs die is 
endaed with die palpable form and 
perpetoal e .ijrtg me oi the Iphigeoiaa, 
Xarr SsaartSw Joans of Arc. or other 
cg pueeii at ed indii jdualitiea. Exhausted 
and broken-hearted, after thirteen 
Tean of coofict with her own kins- 
men. eonaoled for the co>war£ee and 
brotaSsj o€ three husbands by the 
g^eotie and kn^gjitiT spoit of the fourth, 
dspooBesMd ot her father's broad do- 
BkainBy desnded from the rank of 
sorereaga to be ladr forester of her 
ownpronnces by ho* eoean. thebad 
Duke of Bbigundr. FUfip^ sornamed 
''theGoodL* die ^m at lass, aikl the 
gc»Dd eouan takes undSspateddominioa 
o^thehndL ili^L 
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Hie fire centuries of isK^atkn are at 
end. Hie many obscure streams of 
Xecholand history are ni e aged in one 
broad current. Burgundy has absorbed 
all the provinces which, once nwre. 
ar? forced to recognise a sing^ master. 
A century and a few years ntore sac- 
ceed. during which this house and its 
heirs are undisputed sorereigns of die 
soiL 

Philip the Good had alreadr acquired 
the principal Xetheriands^ before dis- 
poBsesBing Jaequeline. He had in- 
herited, beside the two Bdigundiee» 
the counties of Flanders and Artoss. 
He had purchased the county of X»- 
mur, and had usurped the duchy of 
Brabant, to whidi die duchy of Lim- 
bur^. the marqmsate of Antwerp^ and 
the barony of MechHn. had already 
been annexed, ^his asBomptkn of 
Jacqueline's dominions^ he was now 
lord of H<^land. Zeland. and Hainanh, 
and titular master of Friedand. He 
acquired Luxe m b ur g a few years later. 

Lord of so many opulent cities and 
fruitful prorinces. he feh himself equal 
to the kings of Eurt^te. Upon Ids 
marxii^ with Isabella^ Portugal, he 
founded, at Brages^ the celebrated 
order of the Ck^den Fleee& What 
eoold be more practical or more de- 
Tout than the conception? Did not 
the Lunb of God, suspended at each 
knightly breast, symbcJiBe at once die 



wooDen fabrics to which so much of 
Flemidi wealth and Burguwdran power 
w» owing:, and the gentle hnmifityof 
Christ, which was erer to characterise 
the order? Twenty-dxe was the limit- 
ed number, mduduig Phifap bimHflf, 
as grand maeter. The cheraliers were 
emperors, kings, princes, and the most 
iDustrioas nobles of Christendom; 
while a leadfing proris^xiy at the out- 
set^ forbade d# brethren, crowned 
heads excepted, to accept or retain the 
' eompaniondiip of any other order. 
The aeceasxon of so potent and ambt- 
tioas a prince as the good Philip boded 
eril to the cause of freedom in die 
XedierianifaL The spirit of libertj 
seemed to hare been typified in tlM 
fair form 0^ ^e benignant and unhappy 
Jacqueline, and to be buried in ho* 
grareL Hie usurper, who had cmdied 
her out of existence, now strode for- 
- ward to trample upon all the laws and 
* ptiii k'ge s of the prorinces which had 
! formed her heritage. 
' At his adreot. the municipal power 
^ had abeadH- readied an adraneed stage 
\ of derdopment. The burg^ier ches 
; controlled the goTemment. not only of 
the cities, but often of the prorineesy 
'. through its inftuenee in the estates. 
' Lndustry and wealth had produced 
' their natural results. The supreme 
I authority of the sorerdgn and the 
power of 
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municipal pdnciple which hitd 

bveQ beigon to pmpondemte m^er both. 

' I ihi'ee exercised tt ocmBtani and saJu- 

ehc<>k upon eiieh other. Com- 

fierce had eonverted filaves into free- 

nen, freemea into biirghera , and tiie 

bui^ghers were acqnmag doily a ki*ger 

praetlcid hold upon the goTcniment. 

The tttwn eounella were becomkig d- 

moet onuiipottjfit. Althongb. with £m 

oli^garchic^ tend^pQCjj, whJcih at a l&t^r 

period was to be more fully dffvelopedj 

thej wera now composed of large nima- 

"bm^ of iDdlTidna^j who had rdsed 

^emB&ts^e», bj Industty and inteUi- 

enca^ out of the popular m&saea. 

here wiii an unqueBtionably repnbli- 

I tone to the inBtitutiona, Power^ 

Hetnallyf if not nominally,, waa in the 

[ids of many who bod acbieyed the 

fttzifiss to which they had not been 

The aasemhliea of the estates were 
mther diplomatic than repreaentative. 
Tbiey conaistedp genemllyj of the 
nobleg^ ajid of the deputations from 
Jthe cities. In Hollandj the clei*gy hacl 
iither mf uence nor eeat^ in the par- 
ofcaiy hody. Meaanres were pro- 
by the atadholder, who repre- 
ated the sovereign. Arequestj for 
nple, of pecuniary aecommod at wn^ 
I was m^e by that funetionary, or by 
he count himaelf in person. The 
Etoblee then Toted upon the demand, 
tierally as fine body, but Bemetimea 
hearis. The m^seure was then laid 
lore the bi-irghera II they hjid been 

^:38ioned to aet lupon the 

■ted, each city as a city, 

^ ■ y indiTiduaHy. If they 

i received no infltmctiona, they took 

jck the proposition to lay beforp the 

onncila of their respective cities, in 

firder to return a decision nt an ad- 

Ijouraed session, or at (t mibaeiiuent 

fditt It will be aeen, therefore, that 

principle of nationfkl ptipukr re- 

dtatJon waa but imperfectly de- 

I teloped. The municipal deputi es acted 

lon]y under itiy^trqctionsv Each eity 

IwM a littio independent etate, suapi- 

cioii9 Dot only of the ijovereign and 

I tii^Ues, bot of it^ eiater cittfs. This 

miktuul j&aLouay hastened the geneital 

I humiliation now impending. The 
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centre of the system waxing" dailj 
more powerful. It more eajiHy imapherea 
tbense feebler and mutually repukif e 
bodies. 

Philip's first etep, upon asaumiDg 
the government, waa to issue n decla- 
ration, through the council of Holland, 
that the privilegea and oomtitutiona, 
which he had awom to as Huward, or 
giiatdian, dm-ing the period m which 
Ja<^ueHne had atiU retained a nominal 
sovereignty, were to be conaidered null 
and void, unleaa afierwardJi confirmed 
by him as count. At a single blow he 
th^3is severed the whole knot of pledgesi, 
oatliS;, and other political complicar 
tions, by which he had entangled himr 
self during his cautioua advance to 
power. He was now untrammelled 
again. As the conscience of the amooth 
usurper was, thenceforth, the meEuiure 
of provincial liberty, hia subjects mmn 
found it meted to them more dar- 
ingly than they wished From this 
point, then, through the Burgimdian 
period, and until the lise of the re- 
public, the liberty of the Netherlands, 
notwithstiTinding sever.d brilliant but 
brief lumiuationa, occurring at irregu- 
lar intervals, seemed to remain in al- 
moat pBTpetual eclipse. 

The mij-terial prosperity of the co^m- 
try had^ however* vastly incjreased. 
The fieiheriea of Holland had become 
of enormous importance. The inven- 
tion of the humble Beukelzoon of 
Biervliet had expanded into a mine of 
wealth. The fisheries, too, were most 
iisefxd aa a nursery of seamen, and 
were already indicating HoDand's fu- 
ture naval supremacy. The fljihcnnen 
were the militia of the ocean, and 
their prowess was attested in the war 
with the Hanaeatie cities^ which the 
provinces of Holland and Zeland, in 
Philip's name, hut by their owa un- 
osaiat-ed exertions, carried on triumph- 
antly at this epocL Then came into 
exinteuce that race of cool and daring 
m.-irinera who, in ivfter-timeSj were 
to make the Dutch name illustrious 
throughout the world — the men whose 
fierce cleacendanta, the "' beggai^ of the 
sea,*' were t^ make the Suanish em- 
pu^ tremble — the men whose later 
suec«sic»rs swept the seoa with brooms 
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i ha compTehend thjLt ihe 
of a pritMW^ bowever nbsolutej 
ieii^id upon th& prosper] l:.y of 
° t> He taxed Beverely the 
; oteoted the oommeroe 
loturea of Holland and 
er£; Ho eDOouraged art, Eci«tice. 
flood literature?. The brothona John 
aeod Hubert Yon IZyck were atti'aeted 
hj Ids genei'Oflity to Bruj^ea, where 
hey painted msmj pkturef!, John 
eveu a member of the dukea 
_ DiineiL The art of oil-pamtiQg^ wha 
cajTied to great perfection by Huhert a 
scholar;, John of Brugi^. An incFfldiblo 
nmnber of painterB, of gresLier or l^sa 
iiient^ Nourished at this epooh m the 
Inlands, heralds of that gre.^t 
(whiehi at a subseqiieiit period, 
astoukh the wDrld with bril- 
uloiiis, profoimd ^ience, atart^ 
|e«rtsT and vigorous reproductiona 
.thors» too, like Olivier 
\^ 1 Philippe de Comipca, 

5iii ...4. ,^^.4iof the latter/* wrote, 
th^ AQiuiiemetit of brutes and 
u|}1m uf iovr degree, hut for priacee 
□d other p^TiOHS of quality/ thcae 
^Dd other writers, with aime aii lofty, 
|oiiri«he«l at the court of Burgundy, 
I were rewniPd^ by the duke with 
U^j^i ^ . r.. .n .. - >-ity , Philip remodelled 
[ !■ the iiniveraity of Lou- 

vnied at liriieaela the 
library, which became 
throughout Europe. He 
krgely, spent profusely, but 
I yet aa tluifty a housekeeper, oa to 
leaTe four hunch-ed thouaand crowns 
of gold, a vast amount in those daySj 
_ bfesidee three znilUon marks" worth of 
|ilajke and fiiitutiu-e, to b« wasted like 
^ in the insaiie career of hl^ son. 
Tli(J explaitfi of that son retjuire but 
|rir worda of illuatration. Hardly a 
teh&ptcrof Eiu-opean history or romance 
'imoi* ffmiiliar to tbe world tlian the 
^ which records the meteoric course 
Charles the Bold, The propriety 
lof hta title was never doubtfid. No 
IpKitioo was ttver IxjldCT, hut it ia cer- 
Vlaki thrit no quality i^ould be leaa de- 
I lir^ible at i!*at particular momeut in 
I tlu! history of his house. It was not 
ItL* (jujility to conhrm a usurping 
IfaxEiily in ita 111 gotten posseBidona;^ 



Renewed ^iggressloDfl u^Kin the rights of 
others justified rptallation and invited 
attack, Juaticfl^ pnidejice, tinnnesH, 
wiadom of iuteriml adminiHtratitiDj 
were desirable m ihe son of Philip 
and the n^al of Louia. Thoao attri- 
butes the gladiatar lacked entirely, 
Hhi c&reer might have hecu a briUiant 
one in the old days of chiyaJry. His 
image might have appeao^ as tmpofling 
as the romautie font^ of Baldwin Brad 
de Far ot Gbdfrey of Bouill<>i], bad he 
not been misplaoed in hlstotj. Hs- 
VBrtheleas, he iniH|rined himself go- 
Yeni&l by a profound pohcy. He had 
one dominant idea, to make Burgundy 
a kingdonL From the momeTjt when^ 
with almost the iirst staudiisg army 
known to hietoij, and with ooiers well 
filled by his cautious father's economy, 
he throw himaelf into the Hata against 
the crafty Louia, down to tbe day when 
he waa found doad^ naked, dcaerted, 
and with hia face frozen into a pool of 
blood and water, he faithfully pursued 
this thought, HiH duca! cap wss to 
be eichftnged for a kingly crown, white 
all the provinces which lay beneath 
the Mediterranean and the North Sea, 
tind between Prance and Germ/iny, 
were to be united under hia soeptre. 
The Netherlands, with their wealth, 
had been already appropriated, and 
their freedom crushed* Another land 
of libeity remained; physically, the 
reverse of Holland, but atamped with 
the same courageous nationality* the 
same ardent love of human rights. 
Switzerland waa to be conquered* 
Her eternal battlemeats of ice and 
granite were to constitute the great 
bulwark of his realm, l^he world 
knows well the result of the struggle 
betw^een the lord of so many duchiea 
and earldomfi and the Alpine moun* 
taineers. With all bis boldnesa, Charles 
was but an indifferent soldier. His 
only uierit wm physical courage. He 
imagined liimHelf a consummate com- 
mander, and, in conversation with lua 
jester, waa fond of eoniimring himself 
to Hannibal '* We are getting well 
Hanuibalised today, my loixi,*' said 
the bittei- foolj as they rode ofT toge- 
ther from the disiistroua defent of 
Qraniaen. Well *' Hanmbalisted" las 
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was, too, 3t Grflnaoiit ot MuTteii, and 
Ski Naucy. He folJowed in the traek 
of his prototype oiily to the base of 
the moiintama. 

As a amquetor, he waa sigTLallj 
imsucoeiefiil ; e& a politician^ he could 
outwit none but hiroeelf - it was only 
ss a tyrant; withiQ hia own ground 
that he Goi.ild ^ustBiiu the chELnu^ter 
which he rhoRe to euact. He lost the 
orown, which he loight have aecured, 
becauis© he thought the emperor's 
Boti unworthy the heiress oi Bm^ndy; 
and yetj after his father'^ death, her 
xnarriage with that very Maximilian 
alone secured the poaieiaioii of her 
paternal mhentance. Ui»u€ceaaful in 
schemes of conquestH >^d in political 
intrigue, as an oppreaaor of the Nether- 
lauds, he nearly carried out hia plane. 
Those provinces he regarded merely 
aa a bank to draw upon. His imme- 
diate iDtercourse with the country waa 
confined to the extortion of vast ve* 
qnesta. Theee were granted with ever- 
increasing reluctance by the estates. 
The new taxes and excises, which the 
sanguinary extiuvagance of the duke 
tendered necessary, could aeldom be 
collected in the various cities without 
turn ulta, eediMon, and bloodah ed. Few 
princes were ever a greater curse to 
the people whom they were allowed 
to hold as property. He nearly suc- 
ceeded in eBtabliBhing a ceutralifled 
d@apotism upon the ruinB of the pro- 
vincial inetitutiouB. His sudden death 
alone deferred the catastrophe. His 
fi0nioval of the supreme court of Hol- 
land from the Hague to Mechlin, and 
hifl n>aintenfinoe of a atanding army, 
were the two great meaeures "by wMoh 
he proatrated the Netherlanda. The 
tribunal had been remodelled by hm 
father ; the expanded authority whit?h 
Fhtlip had given to a bench of judges 
depetident upf >n himself, was an inf rac- 
tion of the rights of HoUaud The 
courtj howeveTj atiU held its eeaaions 



in the country; and the B&cred pnvile^ 
— di! non evoamdo — the right of every 
Hollander to be tried in hia own land^ 
was, at least, retained, Charles thren 
ofiT the maak ; he prool'^med that i 
council— compost of his creati _ 
holdu^g oMce at hid pleaatu-e — should 
has'e supreme j'uriedjctioQ over all the 
charters of the proviucea ; that it wm 
to foDow hia person^ and derive all 
authority from his wili The tjsual 
seat of the court he transferred to 
Mechlin. It will be seen, in the sequel^^ 
that the attempt, under Philip th 
Second, to enforce ite supremo auth 
lity, was a coUatenil cause of the great' 
revolution of the Netherlands, 

CharleSj like his father, sdminii^ 
tered the country by Eitadhold 
From the condition of flourishing seU 
ruled little republics, which they J 
for a momeut, almost attained, ther 
became depajtments of au iU-aaBori 
ill - conditioned, iQ - govemefl realm, 
which was neither common w^Jth nor 
empire, neither Mngdoni nor duchy; 
and w^iiich hM no homogeneouMies6 
of population, no affection between 
ruler and people^ smaU eyn^pathies of 
lineage or of language. 

Hie triumphs were but few, his fall 
ignominious. His father's treasure was 
squandered, the curse of a st.'mdmg 
army fixed ui>on his people, the trade 
and manufaotures of the oountiy parar 
lyeed by his extortions, and he aoeom- 
pliahed nothing. He lost his life itt 
the forty-fourth year of his ago (14T71 
leaving all the provinces, duchies, i 
lordshipa, which formed the 
laneoufi realm of Burgundy^ to his on 
child, the Lady Mary* Thus already 
the countriea which Philip had wr^t^d. 
from the feeble hand of Ja "" 
had fallen to another fetnale. 
own grtmddaughter, as young, ' 
and unprotected aa Jatjqucline, 
now sole mistreaa of those hn 
domains. 
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A oriaia, both for Burgiindy and the 
Kethnrlanda, aace«edflb Within the 
pTQFtiicei Uief e ii an elastic rebound, 
on iooo am the preBsure in removed 
h^m them by the tyrant's desth. 



A audden a|>aAm of liberty gir^ 
whole people gigantie ttrength. Ill I 
instant they recover all» aoil momi 
all, the rights} which they hid 1 
The oitiei of Holland^ FUnden^ 



The « Qj-eat Frivlhgt: 



otli^ ptoTinoes coll & Gonyentioni at 
Ghentv Laying aside their musty 
f«uidft^ IQCR of aE parti ea — Hooks tiud 
E^beljaw% patricians and people — 
moV4» forwart] in phalanx to recoyer 
thjcir national eouatitutioiiB^ On the 
crthfiT hsmAg Louis ti]« Eleventlt seizes 
Bnrgtmdy^ daimin^ the territory for 
to crowti, the heire^ for M» son. The 
eitimtion \s critiool for the Lady M^y. 
As iiinia.1 in such ciuie^, iippeHkla ard 
mAde to the faithful commotLB. Oaths 
ftnd pledges are ehowcTed \ipoii tha 
~ 0ple, that their loyalty mifcy be re- 
hed and g:r&w greeu. The congresa 
jieetB at Ghent. The Lady Mary pro 
rf esses much^ but she will keep her 
i ■J|^t>w; Tbe deputies are call^ ^ip^-*^ ^^ 
rally the coimtry aroimd the duchess^ 
a:ad to resist the fraud and force of 
LotiiM. The congress i» willing to 
tqaintaiii th6 cause of its youi]^ mis- 
tTesBv The metnb&rs declare, at Uie 
same time, f ery roundly* " that the 
ovinees haye been, much impover- 
Isbed and oppresBed by the enormous 
&tion imposed upon them by the 
rmnoiis wara waged by Duke Ohftrlea 
from the beginning to the end of hia 
life/' They rather require *' to be 
iliered thii ailditionally encumber- 
They add that^ " for maiLy years 
f pmat, there kis been a oouBttttit viola- 
tioB ci| the proviDcittl and munioipil 
charteTB^ and that they should be 
hs!mj to see them restored," 
i The reeult of the deliberations is tbe 
I grsrat by Duchees Mary of the 
* Groot Privaegie/' or Great Friv^Uege, 
Magna Oharta of HoUa-nd. Al- 
bough this ingtrument was afterwards 
irlelTledt and Indeed abolished, it be- 
»tne tht* foundation of the republic. 
It wM a rocapituktiou and reoogni- 
iti*m of ancient rights, not an K<»]uisi' 
Ition of iiew priTilegiaL It wae a re- 
J irtcrrationt Rot a revolution. Its prin- 
points deserve attention from 
intere,-ited in the political jjro- 

chcBB shall not many with- 
J of the Bstatea of her pro- 
All offices in her ^ift ahall be 
ttmfi»rred on natiTeg only. No man 
■bail fill two offices. No office shall 
I \k farmeii The ' Great Council aod 
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Supreme Court of Holland * is re-e«fcab- 
Ikbed, Causes shall be brought before 
it on appeal £rom the ordinary courtfi. 
It shall have no original jurisdiction of 
matters within the cognisance of the 
provincial uid municipal tribunaht. 
The estates and dtiea are guaranteed 
in their right not to tie summoned to 
justice beyond the limits of their ter- 
ritory. The citiea, in common with all 
the provincoa of the Nethorlands, m^y 
hold diptit as often and at such placci fUf 
the-if chooge^ No new ta^xm fhall bt im- 
poted hut % etmtent qf the provincial 
ettate*. Neither the ducheBe nor her 
descend fmta shall bt^n mthtir aw offen* 
give or di^^nmre vnr icithmit ctmi^mt of 
the fiftateg. In case a war be Ulegally 
undertaken^, the estates are uot bound 
to contribute to its niaintenanee. In 
all public and legal doouments^^ the 
N eth erland language ihall he employ ed. 
The oomiimnds of the duchess shafi be 
invalid^ if conflicting with the privi- 
leges of a city. Tbe seat of the Su- 
preme Council is transferred from 
Mechlin to the Hague* No money 
shall be coinedj nor ita value raiaed or 
lowered, but by consent of the estatesi. 
Cities are not to be compelled to con- 
tribute to requests which they have 
not voted. The sovereign shall come 
in person before the efftateSj to make 
his request for supplies." 

Hero was good work. The land was 
rescued at a blow from the helpless 
condition to which it bad been re- 
duced* This summftry annihilation of 
all the despotic arrangcmenta of Charles 
was enough to raise Mm from his tomb. 
The law^ the sword, the purse^ were aU 
taken from the hand of the sovereign 
and placed within tbe control of par- 
liament. Such sweeping reforms, if 
mainialnedp would restore health to 
the body politic. They gave, more- 
over, an earnest of what was one day 
to arrive. Certainly, for the fifteenth 
century, the " Great Privilege " was a 
reasonably liberal constitution. Where 
else upon earth, at that day^ was there 
haJf so much liberty aa wna thus gua- 
ranteed f The congress of the Nether- 
lands, according to their Magna CbartAi 
had power to levy all taxes, to regu- 
late c^^mmerce and manufacture, to 
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declare war, to coin money, to imae 
ormlgia and ruiYie^. The executive was 
required to imk far money in person^ 
could appoiiit only riEitivee trj ot£ce, 
recognised the r%lit of diaobedienoe irt 
Til a a-utjectfl if hia commandB ahould 
conflict witli law, *ud ackuowledged 
himi^lf iKinnd hy decisions of courts 
of justice. The cities apiMjinted their 
own nia^iTiite^, htild tUete at tbeir 
O^WD. pleaaurO; made their luml by-la>va 
mid eaw to their exocutioiL Original 
cogulsonbe of legal matters belonged 
to the mtiuieifial courtHi appellate juris- 
diction to the Btiprena^ tribuna!* in 
which the judgea were appointed by 
the aoT^reigu. The liberty of the citi- 
zen againM arbitrary iinpriaamnticit was 
amply provided for. The Jug d€ nan 
m^ettndo, tbe habms wrj^us of Holland^ 
was re-eetabliahed. 

Truly, here was a fundamental law 
which largely, roundly, and reasonably 
re<:ogiii«ed iJie esdstence of a peopJo 
with h^art^, headsj and kinds of their 
own. It waB a vaat Btep in advtmce of 
natuxal eerritudej the dc^^a of the 
dark a^m. It wm a noble and tem- 
perate vindication of natural bbei'tyj 
the doctrine of more enlightened d^ya. 
To u<i people in the world more mim 
to the stout burghers of Flaoders and 
Holland belong the honour of having 
battled audaciously and perenmaUy in 
behalf of human nghts. 

Similar pnTileigei to the great char- 
ter of Holland are granteil to many 
other provinces ; espeeiaUy to Pland^rS;, 
*jver ready to stand forward in fierce 



vindication of freedom. For a i 
all ie peivoe and joy ; but the ducheaa 
ifi youiig^ weak^ and a woman. There 
la no lack of intriguing politidans, re> 
actionary councilloraL There la a cun- 
ning old king in the diat^mce, lying in 
wait, seeking what he can devoiir^ A 
nuasion goes from the eatates to Franco^ 
The well -known trsigedy of Imbra-^ 
CHjurt and Hugonot LKciurfl. Envoy 
fr^tm the atatea, they daje to aco 
saci-et inftructiona from the ducheu 
to enter into private negotiations with 
the French monarchy against their ool- 
leaguea — against the great charter — 
against their country. Lonis betrays 
theiiii thinking that policy the more 
expedient. They are aciz^ in Ghenti 
rapidly tried, and as rapidly beheaded 
by the enraged burghers, AH the en- 
treaties of the Lady Maryj who, dressed 
in mourning gamientt^* with d' 
veiled hair, unlootied girdle, 
streaming eyes^ appears at the to^vi 
house and afterwards in the 
place, humbly to intercede for her aer^ 
vantR, are fruitless* There h no help 
for the juggling diplomatl^ta. The 
punishment was sharp. Was it more 
severe and sudden than that whic 
betrayed monarche usually inflict ( 
Would the Flemings, at that critie 
moment, have deserved their fre 
hod they not taken awift and sig 
vengeance for thk first infrsotioii 
their newly-recogniaed rights t Had 3 
not been weakness to epare the traitors * 
who had thus ataiDed the childhood of 
the national joy at liberty regained ! 
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Ani:ither step^ and a wide one, into 
the great stream of Eurojiean history* 
The Lady Mary eapou&ea the Arch- 
duke Maximilian. The Netherlatida 
are about to become Habeburg pro- 
p«rty. The Ghenters reject the pre- 
tensions of the dauphin^ and select for 
husband of their duchess the very man 
whom her father had so stupidly re- 
Jefrted It had been a wiser choice lor 
Charles the Bold than for the Nether- 
huidsra. The marriage takea place on 
the 18th of AugnBt 1477. Mary of 
Burgundy passes from the guardian- 
ship of Ghent burgherfi into that of 



I the emperor's son. The crafty hu 
I band ailieB himself with the city party 
feeling where the strength lies. Ue 
I knows that the voracious Kabbeljawmi 
I have at last swallowed the Hooks, and 
run away with them, Pi-omiaing him- 
self future rights of reconsidemtion, 
! he is liberal in promkea to the mimi- 
j cipal party. In tha meantime he is 
, governor and guardian of his wife an^ 
' her provinces. Hia children ai^ to i 
I herit the Netherlands and all thit 
I thsreiii is. What can be nuM'e <^m 
I sisteut than lawa of descent, regtdate 
' by right divine i At the beginning < 
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^JTaoqtielinej beoause femalea caniiai in- 
hfiiit. At its dime, Mb grauddaughteF 
sncfseeda to the propefij^ and tttmemits 
it to her cliiltlrtti. Pope and emporor 
maiiitadD both positiutia trith equal 
logic The policy atid promptnea of 
Tifc^^wiiliftn arij aa effective as tbe iotGe 
vod fraud of Pbliip. 

The Lfidy Mflur)^ fftlls from htr horiae 

and dieA. Her son, Fbilipj four yeuTB 

of Qge, is recrsguiBed as sucDeABor. 

^HuM the hoiiee of Biii^uEidy is foj- 

' tliftt of Austria, the fifth and 

nily which governed HoDaud, 

aaly to the erection of the re- 

MiL3tiiiiiIitUi is reeognisod by 

governor and ^ardioJi, 

the Biinority of his children, 

i alone refuseti The burghers^ 

prompt in OK^ODt take perBonal 

Eion of the child PhiUp, and 

r on the goveram«nt in hia name. 

aiBBlon of citizene and nobles 

aiotam their anthority ag&in»t 

UkEimila^ for E^everal yeao^ In 14S6j 

the «rchdtike, now king of the EotnonSi 

t a small fot-ee of cstvahj^ attempts 

take the elty of Brugee, but the 

Ptwuit ia ti. mortifying one to the Ro- 

f Inan king. The citixena of Bruges 

him. Mnjdmlliimji with se^ er^ 

QUjieillorB, ia kept a pnaoner in a 

house on the maikei^place. The ma- 

Fgifitratea are all changed, the affairs of 

L^vernineot conduct^ in the name of 

he j'o\iiig Philip alone. Meantime, 

tie eatates of the other NetherkndB 

1'" nt Ghent; an^ous, unfor- 

Ti.tt for the n&tioiml liberty, 

hi't of the Roman king. Al- 

beiitiy tlt>lhirid, torn again by civil 

leuda, and blinded by the artificer of 

r KaximOian, has degerted^ for a eeaBon, 

the great cause to which Flandera hea 

ned mi true. At last, a treaty h 

between the archduke and the 

Dgs, MaKimUian is to be regent 

Pnf the other provinces ; Philip, under 

' e«tnHirtTif»:}iip of a eotmcil, is to govern 

Moreover, a congitjas of all 

\i2Qs i» to be summoned an- 

f provide for the general wel- 

' timiliMi signs and fiwsira to 

Jon the 16th May 1488. He 

also, to difj^uHB all foreign 



tfoops within four days. Giving host- 
eges for his fidelity, ho is set at liberty. 
What are oaths ond hoRtagea when 
prerogative and the people are oon- 
t^iding? Emperor I^ederic scndtt to 
hia »cwi an army under the Ehike of 
Swtony* The o&ilm ore broken, the 
hootag^ lef t to thei r fate. The tstniggle 
laats a year^ but, at the end of It; the 
Flemings are subdued. \V bat coiild a 
single province effect, when its sister 
states, even liberty-loying Holland, had 
baaely abandoned the common canse f 
A new treaty ie made (Out. 1489). 
Maximilian obtaiDj; uncontrolled guar- 
disuship of his son, absolute dominion 
over Flandera and the other provinoei. 
The insolent bui^hers ste severely 
punished for rcmeml>eriiig that they 
had been freemen. The nia«gi»trat«s 
of Ghent, Bruges, and Yprea, in black 
garmentB, uugiirdled, bare-heiidedt und 
kneeling, are compelled to implore the 
despot's forgiveness, and to pay three 
hundred thousand crowns of gold aa 
ita price. After this, for a brief sea- 
son, order r^igna in Flandersi. 

The courM of Maximilian had been 
stealthy, but decided- Allying him* 
self with the city party, he had crushed 
the nobles. The power thus obtained 
be then turned against the burgbers. 
Step by step he had trampled out the 
liberties which his wife and himseH 
had sworn to protect He bad spumed 
the authority of the " Great Privilege/* 
and all otiicr charteni. BurgamafiterB 
and other citizens had been beheaded 
in great mmibers for appealing to their 
statutes against the edicts of the regent, 
for voting in favour of a general con* 
gresa according to the unquestionable 
law- He had prticl aimed that all 
landed estatea should, in lack of heirs 
male, escheat to his own exchequer. 
He bad delioset^ the coin of the ccun- 
try, and thereby authoriBed unlimited 
BwindlitJg on the part of all bis agents^ 
from stadholders down if* the meim^st 
official If such oppression and knav- 
ery did not justify the reRistance of 
the Flemings to the guardianship of 
Maximilian, it would be *ltfficult to 
find any reaigouable courae in political 
affairs, save abject aubmiMion to au- 
thority. 
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In 1493^ Maximlliaii aucoseds to ihs 
imperijil tlirone, at tlie de&th of hk 
:^t1ier< Id the following year hia son, 
Philip the Fair, now soTenteeti years 
of ^e, receiyea the homage of the dif- 
ferent stfLtea of the Netherlimde. He 
jiweara to mamtain only the pri^egee 
granted by Philip and Charles of Bur- 
gundy j or their ancoaiora, proclaLmiiig' 
null and void all those which might 
haye betin acquired since the death of 
Charley Holland, Zeland, and the 
other proYinceB accept him upon those 
oOTuiitlomii thua ignominiou^yj and 
without a struggle J relinquishing the 
Great Privilege^ and all similar char- 
ters. 

Friealand is, for a brief aeaf^n^ poli- 
ticaUy separated from the rest of the 
oouutrj. Hara^ed and exhausted by 
centuries of warfare, foreign and dch 
meatic, th€ free FrkiauB, at the sug- 
gestion or command of Emperor Maid- 
millant elect the Duke of Baxony oh 
their PodestL The iwvereign prinee» 
natnraUj proving & chief magistrate 
far from democratic^ gets hhuBGlf ac- 
knowledgcdf or Bubmitted to, ctoon 
afterwards^ as legitimate sovereign of 
Prieglaikd. Seventeen years afterward, 
Saxony uelk the eovereiguty to the 
Austrian house for 350,000 crowns. 
This httle eountry, whose litatutes 
prooMnied her to ha ^^ &«e m the wind 



aa long as it blew/' whoae iBsUtution 
Oharlcma^e had honoured and left 
unmolested, who had freed herself with 
ready poniard from Norman tyranny^ 
who never bowed her neck to feud 
chieftain, nor to the papal yoke, no 
driven to madness and nuioide by \ 
diaaensioDB of her wild cMlilren, f of 
feita at last her independent existane 
All the provinces are thua united in H'^ 
common iicrvitude, and regret, too lato, 
their supineness at a moment when 
thair libertiea might yet have been 
vindicated. Their ancient and " ~ 
riabed chartera are at the merey of ais 
autocrat, and liable to be sup 
by his edicts- 

In 149l}, the momcnioujt mamage i 
Philip the Fair with Joanna, daughti 
of Ferdinand and Isabella of Casti 
and Aragon, is goIemulBed. Of 
union. In the first year of the century^ ^ 
is bom the second ChaHemagne, who 
is to unite Spain and the Netberlandb, 
together with bo many vast and distant 
realms, under a eiingle aosptre. Six 
years afterwards (September 25^ 1506), 
Philip dies at Bui^os. A h&ad ' 
profligate, devoted to hia pleasures, an4 
leaving the cares of state to hia min' 
ter^, Philip, " droit 'Conseil/' is thqil 
bridge over which the house of Haba- ' 
burg passea to almost universal mo- 
narchy, but, in himself, is nothing* 



Two prudent marriages, made by 
Austrian archdukes within twenty 
yearsp have altered the face of the 
eartk The stream, which we have 
boeu trt^Hug from ita source, empties 
itself at last into the coean of a world- 
empire. Count Dirk the First, lord of 
a half-submeiged coriier of Europe, is 
Bitcceeded by Count Charieathe Second 
of Hollandt better known as Charles 
the Fifth, King of Si>aTn, Sicily, and 
Jerusalem, Duke of Milan, Emperor 
of Germany, Dominator in Aaia and 
Africa, aiit<xtrat of lialf the world. 
The leading events of hjs brilliant 
reign are familiar to every child. The 
Netherlands now skore the fate of so 
large a group of nations, a fate, to these 
liTOvincee, most miser&ble. The wed' 



dings of Austria Felix* were not 
proSfic of ImpplBess to her subjeeta J 
to herself. It can never aeem just i 
reasoimble that the destiny of miLti 
millions of human bemgs should ' 
pend upon the marriagg settlements ( 
one man with one woman, and a 
manent prosperous empire can nev 
be reared upon so frail a foundatio 
The leading thoi^htof the first Charh 
magne was a noble and a useful one,^ 
nor did his impt^rial scheme seem 
chimerical, even although time, w 
than monarchs or lawgivers, waa 
prove it impracticable. To weld i 
one great whole the various tribes < 
Franks, FriaianSj S^ons, Loml: 

• ^^Bfltk srerant aUl, tu flilU A 
nube/' eta uio. 
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adhim, and othersj still in their 
rbulent yotitli^ aiid i?til1 compoBing 
1 great Tetitonic fatnily ; to enf ore* 
be mutual adhesion of naturally co- 
Tonmm^ all of one liueagej one 
ge^ one Maftory, Mid wtkh were 
only banning Ut eidiibtt their t^iaden- 
cies to insulatloti, to a(>quieace in a 
T»,riety of local lawa and custctms, 
whilo Ml troia will waa to con<^ptnite a, 
vaiai but iioniogeneoufl people inUf a 
smgle tmtion; to mse up from the 
f-fi c»f corrupt aisd buried Rome a 
^igoTOua, German^ Ckrietian 
Qpire; this woa a reoaoDable ajid 
" } thought. Far different the con- 
of the aecoTjd Chjitrleniagne. 
into discordant union tribea 
whickp for seven centurieei had deve- 
loped themaelTBE into hofitUe natiouBj 
iepuftled by geography and hi«t&ry, 
laastomB and kws^ to con^bine many 
lilHonB under one ^eptre^ not becouee 
[ natuJiJ idontity, but for the sake of 
one Bplendid fflmily pro- 
establiBh unity by annihilate 
infititutiauB^ to fiupersede [jo- 
^ikr ttiid liberal chartere by the edicts 
a central deapotLsm^ to do battle 
the whole Hpirit of an age, to 
1 the flouls m well aa the bodies 
. multitudea as the personal pro- 
rof one individual, to strive for 
etuation in a single house of 
ay crownsj which accident had 
dj and to imagine the coneecra- 
VU(m of the whole aystem by placing 
I the fsope'e triple dlddem for ever upon 
the imperial head of the Hahsburggj^ 
all this waa not the «rffort of a great, 
coofitructiTe genius, but the seliiid:^ 
benae of an autocrat. 
The imion of no two countriea could 
he lesj likely to prove advutntageous or 
agreeablo than that of the Netherlands 
and Spain. They were widely eepa.- 
lated geographically, while in hiatory, 
^Oianoers, and poUticSj tJiey were utterly 
{iposed to each other. Spain, which 
' bnt juft asmimed th& form of a 
lingle atjite by the combination of all 
ha kingdomiE, with ita haughty nobles 
^-acended from petty kings, and arro- 
gating almost sovereign power within 
thuir domains, with Its fiercse enthu- 
littin for the Catholic i^gion, which. 



in the eouTHe of long warfare with the 
SaraoeiiBj had boeome the absorbing 
characterifltic of a whole nation, with 
its aparse population scattered over a 
wide and «tem country, witli a mili^ 
tary spirit whieh led nearly all class«fi 
to prefer poverty to the wealth attan- 
dant upon degrading pnrsuitd of triMle 
—Spain, with her gloomy, martial, and 
exaggerated character, waa the abeo^ 
lute contnutt of. the Netherlands. 

These provinces h^ be^n rarely com- 
bined kkto a whole, but there was natu' 
ml affinity in their charaerter, hiatory, 
and position. There waa life, move- 
mentj bustliiig activity everywhere* An 
eaei^getic poptiiatioQ awnrmed in all the 
ioumhi^g cities which dotted the sur* 
face of a contracted and highly cnlti- 
vated country. Their ships were the 
cairiers for the world ; their merchajiti^ 
if invaded in their rights, engaged in 
vigorous warfare with their own funds 
and their own frigates; then* ^biics 
were prized over the whole earth; 
their burghara po^esscd the wealth of 
princes J lived with royal luxury^ and 
exercised vast political influence j their 
love of hberty was their predominant 
passion. Then* religious ardour had 
not been fully awakened; but the 
events of the next generation were to 
prove, that in no respect more than In 
the j^ligious sentimjent were the two 
races opposed to ^h other. It was 
^ certain that the iS'etherknders 
would be fierce reformera, as that the 
Spaniards would be nnoompi^mising 
persecutors. Unhallowed was the 
union between nations thus utterly 
contrasted, 

Philip the Fair and Ferdinand had 
detested and quarrelled with each 
other from tba beginning. The Spa* 
niard^ and Flemings pffl,rtkipated m 
the mutual antipathy, and hated each 
other cordiftily at first aight, The un- 
scrupulous avarice of the Netherland 
nobles in Spain^ their grasping and 
veual ambition, enraged and disgiisted 
the haughty SiMUiiarda. This intaiv 
national malignity fumishes one of the 
keys to a proper underatanding of the 
great revolt in the nejtt reign. 

The provinces, now all united again 
under an emperor, wexe tteat^, o^sur 
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lent mud powerful n& they werej im ob- 
scure dependeucieB, The regencj 
aver them was etitniet«d by Charlt^s to 
Jaia neEir relatiTr^B;, who governed in the 
interest of hiahouBe;, not of the country. 
His coiXFse towards them upon the re- 
ligious question will he her^^fter iudi- 



cated. The pulitical chai%dST of Mb 
odminiHtration was typified^ suod^ a^ it 
were, dnunatised^ on tbe occasion of th© 
memorable inEjurreaticin iit Ghent, For 
thi^ reasoni a f«w intt^rior dd^ila eon- 
oeming that remarkable oycnt i^&wsk 
requisite. 
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Ghent w^, in all respectSj one of the 
toost important citiee in Europe. 
Srasnius, whoj as a Hollflnd€^r and a 
courtier, was not likely to be paitial to 
the turbulent Flemings^ asserted that 
there waa no town in all Christendom 
to bo eotrtpared to it for size, power, 
political conatiiTutiun, or the culture of 
its mhabitants. It w£lb^ said one of its 
inbahitanta at the epoch of the iosur- 
redion, rather a commonwealth than a 



tongue had called the oitiEeiiB, |^ 
tion after generation, to arms, whe 
to win battle* over foreign kings at the 
bead of their chivalry, or to plunge 
their swords in each others breoj^, 
were all conspicuous in the city, and 
celebrated in the land, Eiqieciaily the 
groat beH wan the object f>f the bur* 
ghcrs' affection, ajid, generally, of the 
sovereign'^ hatred ; while to all it 
aeemedi aa it were, a hving historical 



city. The (vcfivity and wealth of its personage, endowed with the huiiutii 

burghers were proverbial The bells — — — ■ -^ - — t-:-v- ^^ t-.j _- 

were rung daily, and the drawbridges 
over the many arms of the river Inter- 
secting the streets were raised, in order 
that ah buBine^BS might he suspended, 
while the armies of workmen were 
going to or rBturning from their la- 
bonnB. Aa early an the fotuteenth 
century, the age of the Arteveldes, 
Froiaaart estimated the number of 



flowers nnd passions which it had so 
ong directed and iullaiued* 

The eonstitution of tbe city wai 
veiy free. It was a little republic in 
all but name. Its population was 
divided into fifty -two guilds of maau- 
faeturors and into thjrty-two tribes of 
weavers ; each fraternity electing an* 
nually or bienni aJly its oym cleans and 
subordinate officers. The senate 



fighting men whom Ghent could bring which exercised functions legislative 



into the field at eighty thousand The 
city, by its jurisdiction over many 
lairge but subordinate towns, disiiosed 
of more than ita own immediate popu- 
lation, which has been reckoned as high 
as two hundred tliouBand, 

Placed in the nudet of well-culti- 
vated plains, Ghent was mirrounded by 
strong walk, the external eircnit of 
which measured nine milea. Its streets 
snd squares were spaelona and elegant, 
its churches and other public buUdings 
numerous and splendid The sumptu- 
ous ehuroh of Saint John or Saint 
Bavon, where Chiylea the Fifth had 
been baptised, the ancient caatle whi- 
ther Biddwin Bras de Fer had brought 
the daughter of Charles the Bold, the 
city hall with Its graceful Moorish 
front, tlie w^il-kfiown belfry, where for 
three centuries had perch eti the dttigon 
«e&t by the Emperor Rddwin of Flaii- 
(krn fi'ora Cuntitantinople, and where 
swung the famous Holandi whose iron 



judicial, and admim^rative, uubjeet, < 
course, to the git^nd council of Me " " 
and to the sovereign authority, i 
sisted of twenty-six members Th 
were appointed partly from the np_ 
class, or the men who lived u|}on i^elffl 
means, partly from the monufft 
in general, and partly from tha"¥ 
They were chosen "by a college oil _ 
electors, who were appointed by 1 
sovereign on nomination by the citi 
zens. The whole city, in its cfjlle^'liv 
capacity, constituted one of the fou 
estates (Membra) of t!je province 
Flanders, It is obviotti? that so muii 
liberty of form and of fact, added i 
the stcsrmy character by which its qiti 
zens wej>? disting\iif^cd, would be mo 
oSensive in the eyes of Charles, and t' 
the delinquencies of the little coumion 
^. ., u 1, ^, f,t]d bp repretseiitetl in the mo 
■ii-H hynli those quiet sou 
V- I . : t d t he trauqiiill ity of despot* 1 

ism to the tu^^ljgnce of freedom. The 
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|ttj dAimedj tnjor^arer, the geoeral 
" noii« of tihe ** QniAt Pririleg© " of 
llhA Lady Haiy, tji« MagEm Charta^ 
wMch^ according to ib« monarchical 
jMuty, bad been IcfgyJly atr^^ted by 
MAXimiliaiL Tht liberties of the town 
hkd nlfio been nommaUv curtailed bj 
the *'caie akin'' (Kalf Vel). By thia 
eelebrmted doc amen t, Charles tho 
Fifth, them fifteen yeaia of age, had 
be^n.made to tlireaten with condign 
ptmiihmeitt all peraoim who should 
I maintaiii ttrnt ha nad evrorn at hia m- 
^K^gnratioD to obBervd juaj privilege 
^^br charters cMmed by thd Ghent^rs 
^^^iiefore the peace of CadHand, 
^H The immediate cauee of the diiicon- 
^T tent^ Iho attempt ti> force from ¥hn- 
dfiTB & Aibfiidy of f ou r hundred thoti^and 
C&ltaU, &s the third ptart of the twelve 
~^imdrcd thonsand granted by the i$tateft 
^ tbis Neth^rlondHp and the reaiataiiGe 
bf (jhent in opposition to the other 
liree meiriber& of the province^ will, 
iJiinse, be judged different! j, ac- 
ordifig &A the etyiapathiei are stronger 
rlth popular rights or with prerpga- 
r^e. Ths citiz£itis daiixied ua&t the 
\ nibtiidy could only be graxtted by the 
unammous ^onjsent of the four estates 
of the pioidaee. Among other proofs 
of tbi^ tb«ir titiqueetionable right, tbey 
appetiled to a muniment, which had 
Qi^TEr existed, eavo in the imagination 
of the credmloue populace. At a cer- 
tain remote epoch, one of the Counts 
ef Flanders, it was contended, bad 
pmyed away his countship to the 
*" ffl-1 erf Holland, but had been extri- 
fo'ona hia dilemma by the gene- 
J of Qbent. The burghers of the 
|iiad pdd the debts and redeemed 
^^ vereignty of their lord, and bad 
^by gained* in return, a charter, 
caUed th@ Bargam of Fkndera (Koop 
TftU J.1 .r,rK^,Ti^ Among the prlvilogoH 
grwil document was an ex:- 

n that no subfiddy abonld 
iver le gratiitjd by the province with- 
I the consent ef Ghent. This charter 
[ have been concliusive in the pre- 
^ nergency, had It not laboured 
r ** ** '^^^'-'i rentage of ne^er having 
A supposed by many 
[V ■ .. triiies, some of \Thom 
favourable to govemmeuij had 
¥01* J. 



hidden the document. Lieven Fyl, an 
ex-eenator, was auppoaed to be privy to 
ita eon<iealment. He vvaa &kOf with 
more justice, charged with an aot of 
gre«it baseness and eSronteiy. Deputad 
by the dtisenD to carry to the Queeil 
Regent their pogitive rof uAal to grsat 
the flubeidy,. he had, on the contrary, 
given an answer, in their namet in the 
af&rmativa. For these de^quenci^j 
the imaginary and the real, be was in^ 
bmnaoly torture^l aod afterwarda be- 
headed. " I know, my children/' said 
he, upon the acaffbld, " that you wiU 
be grieved when you have eeen ray 
blood flow, and that you will regret 
me when it ia too late.'' It di>m not 
appear, however, that thtjre waa any 
eefiecjial reason to regret him, however 
sanguinary tbe punLihnient which hod 
requited his broken faith. 

The mischief being thua afoot, the 
tongue of Roland, and tho eaaily-excited 
fipirit« of the citizens, soon did the r&sL 
Qhont broke forth into open insurreo^ 
tion. They had been willing to enlist 
and pay troops under their own ban- 
ners, but they hod felt outraged at the 
enormous contribution demanded of 
them for a foreign war, undertaken in 
the family interests of their distant 
master. They could not find the 
"Bargain of Flandera," but they got 
possession of the odious "calf fikm,'* 
which was solemnly out in two by tie 
dean of the weavers It waa then torn 
in shreds by the angry oitiKcns, many 
of whom paraded the streets with 
pieces of the bated document stuck m 
their caps, like plumea. From tbeaa 
demonstrations tney proceeded to In- 
trigues wiUi Francis the First H© 
rejected tbem, and gave notice of their 
overtures to Cbarlea^ who now resolved 
to quell the insurrection at once. 
Francis wroto, begging that the Em- 
peror would honour him by coming 
through France ; " wishing to assure 
you/' said he, " my lord and good bro- 
ther, by this letter, written and signed 
by niy hand, upon my honour, and on 
the faitli of a prince, and of the best 
brother you have, that in pAftidng 
through my kingdotu every possible 
honour and hospitality will be oSered 
.you, even as tJiey could be tv^ -nv^B^^i" 
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Certamly the Franeli king, after such 
profuse and volmitary pledges, to con- 
firm wbicli TiOj moreoverj ofFered tia 
two sous and other gi!^.it mdividitais 
OB hoBtageSj eould not^ without utterly 
dkgrBicmg 1iim,self , hai^ taken 0113^ un- 
handHome odTantago of the Emperor*e 
preaenee in hia dominioDfl, The re- 
flecUona often made oonceniing the 
high-minded chivalry of Francia, and 
the subtk knowledge of hmnan nature 
diapl&jed by Chflrlea upon the occ^ion^ 
Beam, theroforej entirely Huperflu&ns. 
The Emperor come to Pa-ria. " Here," 
says a citii^en of Ghent at the timcj, 
who hs/s left a minute account oi the 
taransuticm upon record^ but whose 
ftympflthies were ludiotoualj with tiie 
deapot and ag^nat his own towns- 
people* " here the Emperor was re- 
ceived as if the God of Paradise had 
descended." On the 9th of Febniary 
1540j he l«ft Brussek; on the 14th he 
came to Ghent. Hia entrance into the 
city l%sted more than aix houra, Feur 
thousrvtid laticers^ one thau^nd arehei^j 
five thoueand halberdnjen and ra us- 
que teors coTopoaed bin body-guard^ all 
armed to the tee-th and ready for oora- 
bat. The Emperor rode in their midst, 
flurrounded by ** cardinal a, archbi shops, 
bifihopBs and other great eccleaiagtical 
lorda," fto that the terrors of the Church 
were combined with the panoply of 
war to affright the aoula of the turbn- 
lent burgh ere< A brill taut train of 
"dukes, prinoefl. earls, barons, grand 
mastera, and aeignora, together with 
most of the Knights of the Fleece/* 
were, accortling to the testimony of 
the game eye-witneBe, in attendance 
xtpon hid Majeety, This unworthy son 
of Ghent waa in ecatai^es with the 
magnificence diaplayed upon the occa- 
eion. There was such a number of 
*' grand lords, raembera of aoverelgn 
itmieea^ biahope, and other eccleaiaBtical 
dignitaries, going about the streets* 
that," o« the poor ioul protested with 
delight, " therms waa nobody eke to be 
Biet with." F*«pecift]ly the fine clothea 
6f theses difttingutfthed guegt* eiccited 
hia w»rmetft admiration. It waa won- 
derful to behold, he aaidt " the nobi- 
lity and great richnesa of the princea 
aild idgnona, dij^played m Well m their 
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beautiful furs^ martina and sables^ aa 
In the great chains of fine gold \vblch 
they wore twisted round their necke, 
and the paarla and preciotiB stones in 
their bonnets and otherwise, which 
they displayed in great abimdanoe. It 
waa a rm/ triiimphaiit iking to see them 
thua richly dresaed and accoutred." 

An idea may be formed of the size 
and wealth of the eity at this period, 
from the fact that it temv^d and a<j- 
conunodated sixty tbouaand strangera, 
with their fifteen thouaand horaea, 
upon the occasion of the Emperor*a 
visit. Charlea allowed a month of 
awful auflpenae to intervene between 
hia amv^ and his vengeance. I>aBpaar 
and hope dtemated during the inter- 
val. On the 17th of March, the apdl 
wa^ broken by the execution of nin^ 
teen persons, who were beheaded aa 
ringleaders. On the 20th of April, he 
pronounofid aentenoe upon the city. 
The hall where it waa rendered waa 
open to all comers, and graced by the 
presence of the Emperor, the Queen 
Regent, and the great fujictionaries < ' 
Court, Church, and State, The <' 
(jree, now matured, was read at leng 
It annulled all the chari^exe* privileg 
and laws of Ghent. It confijic&ted 
its public propertyj rents, revmmei 
houaes, artillery, munitiona of war, 
and, in general, everything which the 
corporation, or the traders, each and 
all, x>oflsessed in common. In partJcu- 
lar, the great bell Roland was 
demned and aentenoed to imn 
removal. It waa decreed that 
four hundred thoiisand florin a, wh 
ho4 caused the revolt, ehoiild foil 
with be paid, together with an 
tional fine by Ghent of one hund 
and fifty thousand, besides ai^ thon^ 
sand a-year for ever after. In place 
of their ancient and beloved constit?!' 
tioUj thus annihilated at a blow, waa 
proinulgated a new fc>rin of miiniei|M3 
government of the simplest kind : no- 
cording to which, aU nfficrn w©r« in 
future to be appointed by himself ; Mid 
the guilds to be reduced to half their 
number, shorn of all politioal power* 
and deprived entirely of aelf-govern- 
ment. It was. moreover, deti-eed f ' 
the aenatona, their pensionariea, cle«j 
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1 seeretarieB; thlrtj notable ]>itrgh«>rB, 
^'tiQ he named bj thd Eiuperur, with 
the great d&m and ^Qoonri dBoo cuf the 
r&iiTerE^ all dressed in block robee, 
ntboui their chaiiui, and bare-beaded, 
bould i^ppear upon an appointed day, 
corapaJiy with ifty persons from 
i gMikU* and fifty others, to be arbi- 
Uj named* tut their aki3'iSj imtA 
fiUers upun tkdr necks. This latj^^ 
umber vf deputies., as repreaentativee 
of tbei city^ were thi^ii to &1] upon 
their knfjee before tUti Emperor^ eay 
"" I a loud and iutelligiblo voice, by the 
pouth of one of their derki, that tbsj 
irere extremely Aorry for the dialoyaJty, 
obedie4act^ iDfrucrticm of lawflt com- 
aotiona, rebellion, asd high tre^iaan, 
wiiich they had been guilty^ pro- 
thai they would never do the 
ke agHin, sknd humbly implore hlm^ 
Ihs fif^ie of the PaaBioti of Jtiaua 
i, to grant them, mercy and ior- 

The third day of May wm appointed 
fat the ex^uutiun of the aenteitce^ 
CharleiB, who waa fond of impodicg 
exhibitioiua, ajid prided lumself upon 
arranging^ th^m with skill, woe deter- 
mine that thifl occasion ahould be 
long remembered by dH burghera 
^ughout hia dominionef who might 
diapoaed to icai^t etronglj ujkiu 
heir municlpa! rights. The atreetd 
rere alive with troope: cavalry and 
nfantry m great nonibere keeping 
Lfil at every point throu^out 
ei^^nt of the city; for it 
»£i that ^e hiitred ptroduced 
i Betitentie was most deadly, and 
liing but an army of mvincible 
i!Qiild keep those hostile senti- 
aenta in oheck. The eenators iu their 
black mourning robea, the other depu- 
tieg m linen sheeta^ bare-headed, with 
I 1 -f* — > r their necl^, proceeded, at 
ted hour, fttim the HeQate- 
tl ' Jio imperial reaidenco. High 

t hii throne^ with tha Queeo Regent 
hlfl side, surrounded hj princea, 
e]Ate% aSid nobles, guarded by hia 
Ljtrdiei^ and halberdiers, hie crown on 
I Lead and bis Mieptre in his hand, 
Le Emptfror^ exalted, eat. The flena- 
HJad burigherej in their robes of 
kutnlluition, knelt in the dwBi at Ma 



feet The presmbed words of csontn- 
tian and of aupplkatiou for ii>eri3y 
were then read by the peneiouary, aU 
the deputies remaining npon their 
knees, and many of tb^ orying 
bitterly w ith rage and ahame. " What 
princijMdly difltreBaed them/^ aaid the 
noneet (citizen, whose adiniratiuo lor 
the brilliasit acconirement of the 
pinnces and pl^elates haa been recorded, 
'^was to hkve the halter on theii* 
necks, which they found hard to bearj 
and^ if they had not been oompelled, 
they would rather have died than 
submit to iL^' 

As aoon as the words had been aE 
spoken by the penfliomuy, the Empe- 
ror, whose cue was now to appear 
struggling with mingled emotions of 
reasonable wraUi and of natural be- 
nignity, pGrformed Ms part with mneh 
dramatic eSecL "Me held Mmsell 
coyly for a little time,'* saya the ©ye- 
wituesa, *' without aayitig a ward- de- 
pcjrting himself as though he were 
comsidering whether or not he would 
grant the pardon for which the cul- 
prits hati prayed." Then the Queen 
Regent enacted her share iu the show. 
Turning to his Majesty ^ ** with all reve- 
rence honour, and humility , she begged 
that he would concede forgivent^eja, in 
hoDour of hia nativity, which had oc- 
curred in that city." 

Upon this the Emperor "made a 
fine show of benignity,'* and replied 
"very sweetly," that in con&Etj[ucnoe 
of his "^ fraternal Ioto for her, by rea- 
Hon of his being a gentle and virtuons 
prince, who preferred mercy to the 
rigour of justice, and in view of their 
repentance, he would accord Ms piyv 
don to the citizens/* 

The NeihexhindB, after this wsnie to 
the struggle of Ghent, were reduced, 
practically, to a very degraded condi- 
tion. The form of loeal self -gov em- 
meet remaioed, but it^ spirit, when 
invoked, only arose to be derided. The 
supreme court of Mechlin, as in the 
days of Charlee the Bold^ waa agam 
placed in despotic authority above the 
aoeient charters. Was it probable that 
the lethargy of provinces, which bad 
reached so Mgh a point of freedom 
only to be deprived of it at last, oouM 
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endure for ever? Wna It to be hoped 
that the [jtem spirit c*f religious eDthii- 
tinamj alljiDg itself with tbe keen in- 



stznei of ciril libertj, wouM ciodue 1 
pfottnoet with eteength to thrcvw \ 
the Spaniflh ^roke I 
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It ia imporeiWe to comprehend the 
character of the great Nethedimd re- 
volt in the aixteenth centuij wrtbout 
taking a rapid retrospective Bwrvey of 
the reEgioua phenomena exhibited in 
the provinces. The introduction of 
Christianity has he-en already indieatetL 
FroTO the earliest timea^ neither prince^ 
people^ Eor even prelates were very 
dutiful to the pope. Ab the papal 
authority made progreBS, stroiig reaui- 
tanee waa olten made to its decrees. 
The hishops of Utrecht were depen- 
dent for their wealth and territory 
upon the good will of the Emperor, 
lliey were the determined opponents 
of Hildebrand, warm adherents of the 
Hohenstanf ers^Ghihelline rather than 
Gnelph. Heresy was a plant of early 
growth in the Netlierlandfi. As early 
aa the beginning of the twelfth oen- 
tnry,, the notorious Tanchelyn preached 
at Antwerp, attacking the authority of 
the pope and of all other ecclefiiH^stics; 
BGoffing at the ceremonies and Bocra- 
menta of the ChinelL Unle^ hi^ eha- 
racteir and career hare been grossly 
miarepreBented, he was the must infa- 
mouB of the many impostors who have 
so often disgraced the eauee of reli- 
giona reformation. By more than four 
oeitturiee, be anticipated the Lfeentioua- 
neoi and greediness tnanifeeted hy a 
aeries of false prophetS;, and waa the ^ 
first to turn both the stupidity of a ' 
pop id ace and the vici^usnesa of a 
priesthood to his own advanoenient — 
an ambition which afterwards reached 
its moit iigoal expression in the oele- 
bmted John of Leyden. 

Tlie ittipndenee of Tafichelyn and 
the auperstitinn of hifl folio were seem 
alike ineredible. All Antwerp was hig, 
harem. He levledj likewise, vast sums 
ufwin his convertfl, and whenever he 
appeared in public, hfft apt»firel and 
p<tmpwere befitting an emperor. Tliree 
thousand armed satellites escorteti hia 
ntopit and put to death all who reaifited 
hii TOmnmnds. So grovelling became 
the supenititlon of his followers that 



they dnuik of the water in which 
had washed, and tr^wured it aa a divine 
elixir. Advimcing atOl Anther in hia 
experimenta upon hnman credulity, he 
announced Ms approaching marriage 
with the Viigin Mary, bade aU his dla- 
oiples to the weddings and exhibited 
himself before an immense crowd in 
company with an image of hie holy 
bride. He then ordered the people ta 
provide for the expenses of the nufl 
tlalB and the dowij of his \v-if e, plocij 
a coffer upon each felde of the in 
to receive the contributions of eiti 
Bex., Which is the most wonde 
manifestation in the history of 
p^reonage — ^the audadl^ of the 
poster, or the bestiality of his victimal 
His careetr waa so aucoesaful 
I^etheriandjB that he bad the efl 
to proceed to Rome, promulgate 
ha called his doctrines a^s he we^ 
B&ema to have b^en aeeaemiiated b j s 
priest in an obscure brawl, about tb0_ 
year 1115. 

By the middle of the twelfth 
tury, other and purer heresvaricba J 
arisen. Many Netherlandera 
converts to the doctrinea of 
From that period until the appear- 
ance of Luther, a auooBsaiou of Bect«_ 
— ^Waldensee, Albigenses, Perfecti® 
LoUards, Fophcans, AmaldistSj Boh 
mian Brothera^waged perfjetual bd 
unequal warfare with the power an 
depravity of the Church, fertilisii^ 
with their blood the future field of th 
Beformation, Nowhere was the 
socution of heretics more relcntli 
than in the Ne^erlands. Suspec 
persons were subjected to varioua f 
turing but ridiculous ordeals, 
such trial, death by fire was the usua 
but, perhapsjuot the mo^ severe form 
of execution. In Flandera^ monAstie_ 
ingemuty hjid invented another ma 
painful punishment for Waldensea i 
similar nialefaetors, A criminal whe 
guilt had been established by the hd 
iron, hot plougliah.ire, boiling kettl 
or other 3ogi<Si proof, waa stripp 
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Qii to thfi «itak« t he was then 

irom tbe i]£}ok to tbe nt^Tet^ 

wMl<^ BWitrniB of bee* ^ere lot kxifie to 

fasien upon hjj bleeding jl^li and 

toitUT« Mjh to a dettth of eiqtiiaite 

Nc^rerilielflu her^gj increased in the 
of ofypresaion. Tbe Scdpturefl^ 
"I by Waldo ixito French, were 
[red iato Neiherlejid rhjme^ and 
tiveiia to the Taudoie doctrine 
nnmberB and boldiiefla. 
9 mmm time the power sjad luxury 
eiei^gy was waxing daUy. The 
hope of Utrecht, no longer the de- 
fers of the petjple agaiiiat arbitrary 
IT, conducted tbemfselvtai like little 
popes. Yielding in dignity neither to 
king nor kaifier^ thej exacted homage 
^^^«in the most pcrar^iil princes of the 
^BK«tli£rlaiid£L The elerieal order became 
^^b^^o^ privileged of ail. Theaeciu^ed 
^^MMftTefuBed to acknowledge thetem- 
^^^^Hbbribnnab. The protection of eccle^ 
^^mBcil ediBcaB was extended over all 
GiH&mals and fngiti vea from juitiee — 
I beneficent result in tboee sAngniniLry 
, m^n U its rof>ta were Ba<?erdotal 
To establish an acouaation 
t A bdfihop^ e«fventy-two witnesses 
aiy; agsinat s deacon, 
I ; agnlnet an inferiof dig- 
aeven; while two were aiiffi- 
* convict a layman. The powef 
and write helped the clergy to 
wealth. Privileges and chartera 
petty princes, gifts and deviaes 
Irap priTate persons^ were documentii 
few» aave eccleBiaeticft, could 
IF diapnte. Not content, more- 
: ffritb their territorieH and their 
the cbnrchmeD perpetually 
new burthena upon the pea* 
HZitjy. Ploughs^ aicklea, horaea, oxeUji 
lU implesmenta of hiiabandTyj were 
tsied for the benefit of those who 
tailed not, but who gathered into banuL 
In the eour«e of the twelfth century* 
iMny religious houaee, richly endowed 
wtfeh knda and other properly^ were 
in the Netherkndflw Waa 
or XOIQ& laised ogainat clerical 
^Sihment— the prieata hold ever 
po »eadine«» a deadly weapon of de- 
■ (I blaating anathema waa thun- 
ag^nst tLeir antogoniat, and 



Bmote bitn into aubmiMiottp The dii^ 
ciple« of fiitn who ordered his followers 
to blesB their peraecutors^ and to love 
their- enemiee, invented such Christian 
formulaa aa theae : — " In the name of 
the Father, the Son, the Holy Qhostj 
the bleaaed Virgin Mary, John the 
BaptiEtj Peter and Paul, and all other 
Sainta in Hearen, do we curae and cut 
off from OUT Communion him w^ho haa 
thus rebelled against na. May tbe 
curse strike him in hia houae, bam, 
bed, field, path, city, caatle. I^y be 
be cunied in battle, accused in pray- 
ing, in speaking, in silence^ in eating, 
in drinking, in aleeping. May he be 
accursed in hia tai^te, hearing, emeU, 
and aU his aeneeet. May the curse 
blast hid eyea^ head, and hia body, from 
his crown to the aoles of his feet, I 
conjure you, DovD, and all your impa, 
that you take no rest till you have 
brought him to eternal ^lame ; till he 
ia destroyed by drowning or hanging, 
till be ia torn to pieces by wild beoste, 
or conaumed by fire. Let his chUdrein 
become orphans, hii wife a widow. I 
command you, Devil, and all your 
imps^ that even ci« I now blow out 
these torehesj you do immediately er- 
tinguiah the light from his eyes* So 
be it — «o be it. Amen, Amen." So 
speaking, the curser was wont U^ blow 
out two waxen torches which he held 
in his hands, and, with this practical 
illuatration, the anathema was com- 
plete. 

Such insane rayingv, even in the 
mouth of some impotent beldame, 
were enough to excite a shudder, but 
in that dreary epoch, these curses from 
the lipa of clergymen were deemefl 
anfiicient to draw down celestial light* 
ning upon the heod^ not of the blae-^ 
phemer, but of bk victim. Men who 
tTambled neither at sword nor fire, 
oowered like slaves before such horrid 
impreostkniB, uttered V»y tongues gifted, 
aa it aeemedf with superhuman [loweir. 
Their lellow-mrai shrank from the 
wretches thua blasted, and refused 
oommumeation ¥rith them aa unclean 
and abhcnfed. 

By the end of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, however, the clerical power was 
alre^y beginning to decline^ It wa^ 
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itDiK^ iSu^ 'wr^TvgtScvn tt Has f!Tinn'.a. %xb 

l9b^ ^acrivt -vtdi -jr^xe^ is wsm av- 
]iiJiii7'n«^»ri0fL T-9Iiw!ei£ jlIul b * mai 

imarjmt, -mbilii tmtvKa^ t^ Bnniatc if 
MocsdAii. md naotthl* t» <&atr s wormed, 
ikve ^diK <nftimiiiL 'leAeaefc As tism 

m»%^ 'ieeri«iv fi^r^uii&i^ dJerasal is- 

-IkWTiift^ ac^ wrm^atft, or any <s4^«r 

Mri tS<9n<sr)as imfgto tempior is «&& 

^^tffi9veb^j»itBditarm^it)fl^ 

w^A^tunr »ff*!n yiaw atim-hiMBwrgd aK 

^heZrmttt fA IHelitf hod nsHie grsafc 
|i«rifr««i XA tfce laarl Ydaa^ m. ibe 
imnftttkr the tauKrOioBm oi Hsm and 

flttUn r^M^irm, Tint Pipe -pr^daaam a 
ersM^ft a^^uiMt the Hnsilea. Kirig^ 
mA yrf^aitjuHf «ar^airt» aad atixeoM, en- 
ty^ m tlie «skfer«d eatve, tiiroi^^ioat 
lifAisaA aand rte skUt prorinecs ; bat 
]H»mr Tfeihafhnden, wbo had 1^ the 
migbt of Ziika's arm, eome hstA, fed- 
iM^ nyjT)» ffmpatfaj with the hernj^ ' 
whieh th^y had attacfad, than with ' 
th« Cimreh forwhkh ^ejhad bottled. 

yifooftimttf the resbictioos impoaed ^ 
W N«iheriand aorrcrnngiis npco clerical * 
n(B^>t« to hrJd or a4xpiire pnfperty, be- 
eom/!; more stem smd more gorieraL 
On the other hand, with the inTention 
fff printing, the canae of Reformation 
takea a er^oawd stride in advance. A 
'Bi^fie, whidi befr^re had coat fire hun- 
dred crowna, now coate but fire. The 
periple acquire the power of reading 
OfffiH Wwd, or of hearing it read, for 
themaelvea. The li^t of truth diapela 
the cUnuU of fupemtition, as by a new 
revelation. The Pope and hia monks 
are found to bear very often but faint 
resemblance to Jesus and his apostles. 
Moreover, the instinct of self-interest 
sharpens the eye of the public. Many 
gree<ly priests, of lower rank, had 
tumefl •hox>'keeper8 in the Nether- 




adbmL The hwiiHifft q£. liu^^ 
tsuov tfe hamt iram. id^ jmj^ 

ha 




asfe.itf : 

Larss- fiiLtunwa tt> Ar pc 
<a€ 

vfcfr prgea cmitwfc of tibs 
Ared far ale was pnb- 
Srihed neicLji onrmaBdvilageL. Grod'a 
psni^B fcr cTBBBi aireafljr wnniittody 
er afaoos to he covButttBd^ was adfer> 
tned jceucifiagr to a gisiliiafced iTifl*. 
Tfana^ p-HJannTBg fer rMMHjirj was ah- 
aoivcd. for cIsiiea OKat^ 
toonsiNft. Ahat^asbm fer 
aflbffded a4 thirty-six fiiicsy 

Psjiiry came to aavcn uviea 
ftrdoo fer buu^ 
der, if ittak by ptiiifi, was cafla|Mr. 
Evm a parricide cooid buy fuigivisMas 
at Go^s tiibimal aft cue docait^ four 
hiiesy c^^bt cariinesL Henry de Moot> 
forty in the year 144S, pm c haa e d ah- 
aofasdon for that crime at that prioe. 
Was it strange that a oaiUuy or ao ol 
thia kind of wotk dioald produce A 
Lntiker! Was it mmatnral thai plain 
peofde, who kvcd the ancient Ghnrchy 
ahoold rather desire to aee her poiged 
of audi Wasphfrnoos aboaeBy than to 
hear of St Flier's dome rising a little 
nearer to the doods on theae prooeeda 
of commuted crime ! 

At the same time, while eodeaiaflti- 
cal abuses are thua angmentingy eccle- 
siastical power ia diminiahing in the 
Netherlanda. The Church ia no longer 
able to protect itself against the secu- 
lar ann. The halcyon daya of ban, 
book, and candle are gone. In 1459, 
Duke Philip of Burgundy prohibits 
the churches from affording protection 
to fugitives. Charles the Bold, in 
whose eyes nothing is sacred save war 
and the means of making it, lays a 
heavy impost upon all derical pro- 
perty. Upon being resisted, he en- 
forces collection ynSi the armed hapid. 
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Tile gwonl «iid Uie p«Df strength and 

intellect, no longer the excluBiv® Her- 

T^mts or instminenta of priestcraftj 

both IQ open revolt. Ckarlee the 

old fttcin]^ one fortreaa, Docti^r Grand- 

_^ort of Groningeii hattore another. 

This learned FrtsiaUi called '* the light 

of iJie world/' Mend ^saA oompatnot 

ef tbs great Rudcdph Agricola^ ptreachea 

~ jDughinit the ptti^mnceat uttering bold 

enuneiatiLins of ecdeaiostiDal error. 

I Hq evQQ dispatea the infalUbiiit^i^ of 

Lihe Pope., d'enie^ the utilitj of pmjera 

br the dead^ and inYeighB sigainat the 

Nrbole doctrine of purgataiy and abao- 

ion. 

Witli tbe begumiqg of the aixteenth 
leniufj, th/d great Befoimation wus 
ctually alive. "Hie name of Emamua 
Ro^,ardi>ini woa alreadj celf^brated ; 
tniui wba, a^ccording to Qrotiui, 
'^sa well shewed the road to a reason- 
khle reformation." But if Eraamua 
\ ihewed th^ rurtdf he certunly did not 
travel far upon it binmelf. Perpetual 
tfp^ of the qui«ti»tf the moderate 
ui^n, he censured t^e errors of the 
^b wiib (liacriuiln^tion and gentle- 
, m if BorgiamHra had not been i<w 
_ Tfumpant at RoiJi^;^ ^ i^ men'a 
k,nUDdA tbroughomt ChriHtendom were 
net too deeply iitirred to be aati^fied 
with mild rebtikea agairtBt sin, espe- 
cially when the mild rebuker wa^i m 
eipt of liTdn^ and aabnes from the 
n^r. Instead of rebuke^ the age 
nted refonna. The Sa^ of Rotter- 
was a keen observerj a ahrewd 
Htiristj but a moderate morabMi. He 
^iored es^% good company, the soft re- 
Ljioae of prinoely ]>alac®3^ better tiiau a 
Ife of D>?krtyrdom and & death at the 
ifAk<?f He W5W not of the afcnf of 
- are made, as he liMid- 
d on more than one 
i^^t there afToct martyr- 
ho aaid ; " for myself I am un- 
j i*i tlifi bonour,** And at another 
" I am not of » mind," ho ob- 
edj " to ventiire my life for tl^e 
b'e stike ; all mjeoi have not strength 
endure the martyr's death. For 
'£, if it came to the point, I should 
lib no better than Simon Peter/' Rto- 
ffitiTste in all things^ he would have 
liltJjd, he aaid, to live without oating 



and drinking, although be never found 
it convenient to do eo, and he rejoiced 
when advaiioing age diminisbed hia 
tendency to other camal ploaiaurei in 
which he had moderately indulged. 
Although awake to the abuser of the 
Church, he thought Lather going too 
fa«t and too far. He began by applaud* 
ing~ended by cenetiring the monk of 
Wittenberg. The Refonnation might 
have been delayed for centuries had 
Erofimua and other moderate men been 
the only reformers. He will long bo 
honouTed for his elegant Latinity, In 
the repuhlio of letters, hia efforts to 
infuse a pure taste, a sound eritioismi 
a love for the beautiful and the classlo, 
in place of the owlish pedantry which 
had fio long Bappod and booted through 
medjiBval eloisters, will always be held 
In grateful reverence. In the history 
of the religious Reformation, his name 
ueems bat^ly to deserve the commen* 
dutionfl of Qrotiuii. 

As the sohism jawns^ more and more 
ominou^lyi tiurougbout Christendom^ 
the Emporor natumlly txembleia. An- 
xious to save the slate, but bBing no 
antique Roman, he wiBhes to cloae the 
gulf, but with more oonvenlenee to 
himself. He conceives the highly ori- 
ginal plan of combining Church and 
Empire under one croviTi, This is 
Maximilian's scheme for Church refor- 
mation. An hereditaty paixitjy, a per^ 
petual pope-emperor, the Charlemagne 
and Hildebratid ayatems united and 
simplihsd — thus tbe world m.:iy yet be 
iiaved. "Nothing more honourable, 
nobler, better, could happen to ua/' 
writes Maximilian to Paul Lit^bteustein 
(16th Sept 1511), '' than to re-annei 
the said popedom— which properly be- 
longs to US — to our empire. Cardinal 
Adrian approves our reaHoUB and eueou- 
rages us to procood, being of opinion 
that we flhould not have much trouble 
with the cardinals. It is much to be 
feared that the Pope may die of his 
present sickness. Ho lias lost bis appe- 
tite^ Eynd tilU himself with so much 
drink that bis health is destroy tsd. Am 
auch matters eannot he arranged with* 
out money^ we have promised the car* 
dinalfi» whom we expect to bring over, 
300,000 ducats, which we shall raise 
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bam tibe Fagg^n, md make psjabfe 
in Borne upon the appointed daj." 

These bixsmeflB-Hke anangemsitB lie 
commnnicatesy two days afterwards, in 
a secret letter to hk daoghter Mar- 
garet, and alrearcfy exahs at his fotizre 
eminence, both in this world and the 
next " We are sending Monseor de 
Gurce," he says, *' to looke an agree- 
ment with the Pope, that we may be 
taken as coadjutor, in order that, upon 
his death, we may he part of the pa- 
jMcy, and, afterwards, of heetmnng a 
taint. After my decease, therefcve, 
yoa win be etmttrtmud to adore me, of 
which / thaU be very prcmd, I«am be- 
ginning to work npon the cardinals, in 
whidi afi^ur two or three hundred 
thousand ducats will be of great ser- 
yice." The letter was signed, "From 
the hand of your good falher, Mairimi- 
lian, future Pope.*' 

Tbese intrigues are not destined, 
howerer, to be successful Pqpe Ju- 
lius lives two years longer: Leo the 
Tenth succeeds; and, as Medici are 
not much prone to Church reforma- 
tion, some other scheme, and perhaps 
some otiier reformer, may be wanted. 
Meantime, the traffic in bulls of abso- 
lution becomes more horrible than 
ever. Money must be raised to supply 
the magnificent extravagance of Bome. 
Accordingly, Christians throu^out 
Europe are ofiered, by papal autho- 
rity, guarantees of forgiveness for 
every imaginable sin, "even for the 
rape of God's mother, if tibat were pos- 
sible," together with a promise of life 
eternal in Paradise, all upon payment 
of the price affixed to each crime. The 
Netherlands, like other countries, are 
districted and farmed for the collec- 
tion of this papal revenue. Much of 
the money thus raised remains in the 
hands of the vile collectors. Sincere 
Catholics, who love and honour the 
ancient religion, shrink with horror at 
the spectacle offered on every side. 
Criminals buving Paradise for money, 
monks spending the money thus paid in 
gaming'houses, taverns, and brothels ; 
this leems, to those who have studied 
their Testaments, a different scheme 
of salvation from the one promulgated 
by Christ There has evidently been 



a departure from tbtd system of esiiiBr 
apoeilesL Innocent cons ervati v e aoola 
are mjuh. perplexed ; buty at lasi^ all 
ijiese infamies arouse a giant to do 
battle with the giant wrong. Martin 
Lather enters the lists, all alone, 
armed only widi a quiver filled with 
ninety-fire propositions, and a bow 
whidi can said them an over CSiriaten- 
dom widi incrediUe swiftnesSb With- 
in a few weeks the ninety-five proposi- 
ticRis have fiown throu^ Germany^ 
the Nethf^ands> Spain, and are found 
in Jerusalem. 

At tite b^xnning, Erasmus en- 
courages the bokl fnar. So long as 
the axe is not laid at the foot of the 
tree which bears the poisonous but 
golden fruit, the moderate man ap- 
plauds the blows. ** Luther's cause is 
considered odious,** writes Erasmus to 
the Electco* of Saxony, "because he 
has, at the same time, attacked the 
bellies of the monks and the bulls of 
the Pope.*' He complains that the 
zealous man had been attacked with 
railing, but not with arguments. He 
foresees that the work will have a 
bloody and turbulent result, but im- 
putes the principal blame to the deigy. 
" The priests talk," said he, " of ab- 
solution in such terms, that laymen 
cannot stomach it Luther has been 
for nothing more censured than for 
making little of Thomas Aquinas ; for 
wishing to dimjuish the absolution 
traffic; for having a low opinion of 
mendicant orders, and for respecting 
scholastic opinions less than the gos- 
pels. All this is considered iatolerable 
heresy." 

Erasmus, however, was offending 
both parties. A swarm of monks were 
already buzzing about him for the 
bold language of his Commentaries 
and Dialogues. He was called Eras- 
mus for his errors — ^Arasmus because 
he would plough up sacred things — 
Erasinus because he had written him- 
self an 088 — Behemoth, Antichrist, and 
many other names of similar import 
Luther was said to have bought the 
deadly seed in his bam. The egg had 
been laid by Erasmus, hatched by 
Luther. On the other hand, he was 
reviled for not taking side manfully 
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rith tie reformer. The mcderate 

I i^ceived raiicb denuncmtioo ft^om 

I on either fiide. He eoou €kajrt 

howeTefj from aU eiupicioDB 

LutharanifitCL Ho la appalled a-t 

If2ie ^erce conflict which ragee far and 

Icwide. He becomea queruloua aa the 

i^n^ghtj betBom aweepa away sacred 

1 comiect^ted (cobwebs, "Men 

not attempt everything at 

lie writes, '* but rather »tep by 

Et£p, That which men cazmot improve 

thc^y must look at through the fingers. 

If tJie godleestieaH of mankind requires 

such £erc9 physicians as Luther, if 

man cannC't be healed with soothing^ 

omtmenta snd coobug drinks, let us 

hope thai Grod wUl comfort, as repent- 

nt, thoae whom He hai^ puniihed aa 

ebellioiis. If the dove of Chriat — 

ot tbe owl of Iflinerva — would only 

&y to \JBj some measure might be put 

f to th.e madness of mankind.^^ 

Meantime the man, whose taJk is 

pot of dovea and owls, the fiersio phy- 

siciaa, wha deals not with ointments 

nd cooling draughts, atridea past the 

I crowd of gentle qua.oka to smite the 

^fonldieeade. Devils^ thicker than tilea 

on houae-tops, Bcare him not from hia 

work. Eana and bullfi^ excommunicar 

tions and decrees, arei ra^ined upon hia 

head. The paternal Emperor sends 

down dire edict^ij thicker than hzul 

ii|vjn tlie eartL The Holy Father 

bl^ata and ravea from Rome. LiOUTain 

I doctors denuTince, Louvsim hangmen 

I Imm the bitter blauphemoua books, 

iThe immoderate man stands firm in 

ItliG etonHj demanding argument in- 

liiend oi iUogiical thunder ; shewa the 

^ nen aiid the people too, outeide 

Fthe'Ekter gate at Wittenberg, that 

papal bulla will bLme as merrily aa 

loietic acroUfi. \YbAt need of alluHion 

L to erente widcb changed the world — 

whieh eveiy child has learned — to the 

L war of Titans; J, uprooting of hoary traea 

I and rock-ribbed hiUsa to the Worrna 

Dietj Peasant wara, the Patmoa of 

^^eW^h, and hitge wreetlinp with 

I Uie Devil ? 

ImiT«rial edicts are Boon employed 
' lo suppress the Reformation in the 
\ Kct bcrlanda by force. The provinces, 
innjitelyj are tb e private property 



of Charles, hk paternd inheritance j 
and most paternally, oocording to hii 
view of the matter, doet he deal with 
them. Germany ctmnot be treated 
th\m eummarilyi not being hia heri- 
tage. ** As it appear*," aaya the edict 
of 1521 J ''that the aforeaaid Martin is 
not a man, but a devil under the form 
of a man, and clothed in the drdtta of 
a priest, the better to bring the human 
race to hell and damnation, thert^fore 
all b la disciples and oonverta Kre to be 
punii^e<l with death and forfeiture of 
all their i^oda.'* Thi^ was ^ueeinct 
and intelhgibte^ The bloody edict;, 
issued at Vi orms, without even a pre- 
tence of sanction by the eatatea, w^ 
carried into in^mediate efifect. The 
papal inquiaitien waa introduced into 
the provinGeB to aaaist its operations. 
The oloody work, for which the rejgn 
of Charles is mainly diatingriished in 
the Netherlands, now began. In 1523, 
July 1st, two Augustine monks were 
burned at Bru^^ls, the 6i^i viotimi 
to Lutheranifim in the provincefi. 
Errwnius observed, with a sigh, that 
-' two bad been burned at firusaek, 
^id that the city now began atrenu* 
ouftly to favour Lutberanism." 

Piipe Adrian the Sixth, the Nether- 
land boat-maker s son and the Em- 
peror's ancient tutor, was BuMciently 
alive to the sins of chunjhmen. The 
humble scholar of Utrecht was, at 
least, no Borgia, At the diet of Nu- 
remberg, summoned to put down 
L^tlisr, the honest Pope declared 
roimdly, through the Bishop of Fftr 
briano, that *' these di^irders bad 
sprung from the sins of men, more 
eapeciftUy from the »int of prkxi^ and 
prdatea. Even in the holy chair," 
S!iid he, '* many horrible crimes have 
been committed. Many abusra have 
grown up in the ecclesiastical state, 
The contagious diseaae, spreading from 
the head to the members — from the 
Pope to lesser prelates — haa spread far 
and wide, ao that scarcely any one h 
to be found who does right, and who 
is free from infection. Nevertheless, 
the evils have become so ancient and 
manifold, that it will be necessary to 
go step by step," 

In ^oae passionate days, the ardent 
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l<*^rr.^^raiBa. -sn* id 'jbsl 

7'-** A^0^ ^»^^ jfprp, ?. TiflifjmtSy- OTHiiieri 

''h*. *** -/ -»»iriinflr r^i^rmew ymtee 
*■>>««* -f>*t -/ vrrAm^ -r-:th -iiem. The 

^''''-^/aTr*» vnA i»^ ip^n lil vecaaioaa. 

TnvT««n«1« ',f v:t-rjM .vtnacsi bad ai^c 

f.h^ p'lninhnKwt for r^iviing: the Scrio- 
*:'»r/>^ .n p>r>?*>? '".r p»iV>lic At zhe 
»9tmf. *,!n><», hh^ />»l<mt, peinonal atiter- 
'Sft^j/yn '^.w**!n f^>th#ir and ErwRiiGa 
'rj>'m prM*%^hf>a ♦;}</»», v^ether with cbe 
►/it.*/»r fh^ii^^y*A r,*rf,w<y«n Lnther aad 
^^.Ti/li /yyn#v*rftiTKC th*s r*»! prawnce, 

fh<* f^-^fz-^f/^ntK/n t^an Vjim or edict, | 
pw'^/| /^ ftf*. Th^ .«piritr>f bnmanity ' 
hnriK h^r h^a/l, firKlinj^ f,ha* the bold I 
r^-f^ftrft*^ ha/| //r»ly a n^rw d^'igma in 
;i1i*/"> /r/ fiiA /rid //rM)a, n^ng that M»- 
^tttftM, ttt tih**\r turn, wftf*» af/rnetimes 
aa rz-j^/ry na f'/ij/ijifa, with axa, faffot, 
atr/| /<f /^rirriiirit/-atT//n. fn l.'/26, KeJix 
MfifiU, th<» A nn^rftf rfjaf., iff (\r(fwne(\ at 
//itr^l'h, in />ii/<df«>ri/tA t/» Zvriri^Ii'a pithy 
f^fffrmla ^/W »7/TW7a ww;y/< merffatur. 
'Mni« f»f/» ArifiiinfiMnfa, n|»/in thoir firat 
ftp|i«'fifftfM.«., Wf ra tiKpimwi Uf the flrei 
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?*;5;iTfc ^!iB-«f^nL 9Kxr JixTen. out o£ 
".jsiitT ■wnwiri jl jrdiDifex «y«% to 
jazre- 3BBK piMnBHon. -it % bfsd. of 
■B TTT*. *'*tg . •j^zsoaaik ^i'nw"—' and 
Ht-dSsamx. Jan. mob. auccoedadr as 
•irjs. ^vrniBittk. by ;4 Dutch, bakar, 
anxrid IbcchaBOUB. :xf Hiariaa: who 
amjuncecL Inzmwlf w Qiocfa. Chisf 
<t dhu 3BI15 QdcaDiiea ^vaa the notori- 
na JoimBoceuid. .if Lofdai. Under 

Inariamiaa j aaaua e d :iis oxty of Xnn- 
XBS*. Hiae "ii^ joBSoKaBBod. ponoperty, 
3luibUBnd. 'gnrmt*i|p«f!* . viuiuBd fimudfli^ 
smzrieni num. wh&) rc p ia i a d to join tile 
laiitf;^ imi. ixi 3»i£ Jiamiead all the 
dnornuoes whiuh. miTnanity alone can 
v^inceiTs ir p«cp«iBaBPB. Ttut pn^thei 
prociauxud hnnjwit Sing of Subn, and 
aeacooc jpoacLes ?u pn»di hisdoc^nnea 
in G^raoiuxT «n«l rfit* S^d^dieriaoda. 
P'Uy^pmy beinir a Lmding article of 
uhe dvacon. h^ dacsnplilied tJia prin* 
ciple by m atiwiii y iburGeen wivesL Of 
these the b«autifal widow of 3Cattfais- 
xoon waa chief, waa called the Qaeen 
of Sion, and wore a goLdencrown. The 
prophet made many truitleaB effiorta to 
aeize Amaterdam and Leyden. The 
armed invaaion of the Ana^ptiatawaa 
repelled, bat their contagiooa madniwB 
spread. The (dague broke forth in Am- 
aterdam. Onacoldwinter*anight(Feb- ' 
mar^ 1 535), seven men and five women, 
inspired by the Holy Ghost, threw off 
their clothes and rushed naked and rav- 
ing through the streets, shrieking, "Wo, 
wo, wo 1 the wrath of God, the wrath 
of God \" When arrested, they ob- 
stinately refused to put on clothing. 
" We are/' they observed, "the naked 
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truth." In a daj or twu, theut} furious 
llmiitiici) who certainly deeerrtMl a mad- 
hwMe TJitbtsr than the acaflbld^ were all 
.eiewited* The numberB of the sect 
linereasedwtththe mitrty^om to which 
ithdf were exposed^ and the <Hiordf)r 
sprftad to every pirt of the Nether- 
Manj were put to death in 
Imgering tornientBr tnit tif> perceptible 
effeet was prcniueed by the chaatiae- 
meiit. Meantime the great chief of 
the eecti the prophet JohD, was de- 
feated by the iof cea of the Btehop of 
Muneter^ who retKj^ered his city, and 
caused the " King of Si on " to be 
pinched to death with red-hot toDga, 

Unfcirtimately the severity of go- 

Tei^ment was not viTeaked alone upon 

I the prophei and his miaobievouu 

TbottBand^ find ten thousatide 

HOiifi well-di»pOBed men and 

who had aM littk sympathy 

I anabaptistienl as with Roman de- 

Jpravity were butchered in cold blood, 

I under the FaDgninary rule of CharleSj^ 

fin the NGtherlandflp In 1533, Qtieen 

llJowager Mary of Hungary^ Bister ol 

[the Erayieror, Kegent of the proviBcee, 

[the " ChriHtian widow *^ admired by 

Erasniua, wrote to her brother tfa^t 

*'ialier opinion all hereticBj whether 

repentant or not^ ehmild be prosecuted 



with Btich »e verity AM that error might 
be at once exHngnished^ care being 
only taken that the province^* were ti^iit 
entirely depopulated," With fcbia hu- 
mane limitfttiou, the " Chri&ttim wi- 
dow " cheerfully set hersoll to super- 
intend aa foul and whoksale a system 
of murder us was ever oiT^anised. 1» 
15S5 an imperial edict was issued at 
Bruj!delaj condemning all heretien to 
death \ repentant mal^ to be executed 
with the iword, repentaot femalett to 
be buried aMve^ the obetmate of both 
mxm to be burned. This and similar 
edicts were the law of the land for 
twenty yearSj and rigidly enforced. 
Imperial and papal persecution conti- 
nued its daily deadly work with i»neh 
di Ugen<3«^ u to make it doubtful whe- 
ther the limits mt by th« Regent Mary 
might not be ovenitepped. In the 
midst of the carnage^ the Emperor 
sent for his eon Philipjf that he might 
receive the fealty of the Netherlands 
as their future lord and mneter. Con- 
temporaneously a new edict was pib- 
lished at Bru^ele (29th April 1549), 
CQn&nxmig and r^-enacting all previous 
decrees in their most aevere iirovisioiM. 
Thtis stood religious matters in the 
Netherlands at the epo<ih of the imp^ 
rial abdication. 
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The civil institutions of the country 
had ajHumed tbsir last provincial form, 
in the Burgundo-Austriau epoch. As 
already ^ated, their tendency^ at a 
fefter T -= ^^ vicious one, wajs to sul> 
itit^! 1!^ personages for men. 

A cL rpoiationa was wound 

I ah^^jut ^be Uberty of the Netherlands j 
yet that liberty hod been originally 
Bustaincd by the Hyatem in which it 
one dn.y might be strangled. The 
spirit * ^ 1 .^^f r^ ....^.^.j^g^^^ alwaya 
ih} I wiiB often ex- 

ce&ij ... .>:!.: lid. The cen- 
trifugnl loroe had been too much da ve* 
loped^ and, combining with the mutual 
jealomey of corporations^ had often 
made the nation weak against a com- 
mon foe. Instead of popular rights 
there were state righta^ for the hvrge 
eitiea, with eitoosive districts and vh- 
hgm under their goverument, wei?e 



rather petty states than munldpaHtiea- 
Although the supreme legislative aiMl 
executive functions belonged to the 
Sf^veroign, yet each city nmde its by- 
laws, and possessed, beside, a body of 
statutes and regulationH, made from 
time to time by its own authority and 
confirmed by the prince. Thus a large 
poxtionj at loaat, of the nation shared 
practicsally in the legislative functions, 
whiehj technically, it did not claim; 
nor had the requiremeota of ^ciety 
made constont legislation so necessary, 
as that to exclude the people from the 
wort waa to enslave the oountiy. 
There was popular power enough to 
effect much good, but it was widely 
acatfceredj and, at the same time, con- 
iitied in artiiloial forma. The guilds 
were Taesals of the towtia, the towns 
vasaals of the feudal lord. The guild 
voted in the " broad cQuiidi" *>t \fefii 
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tittr » out jwnoo; tint crtr Tc«>d in 

U«t 4«R«.T«t* Sib \xak yawAL ili« pcm^ 

yieewxa^ J0t V/ m; ixrrtciMid. It tm 
Jimcidiworic. <jr v> pamocapau iu iht 
<jf ipvij/e^M WW IK/ iU^, tL« iLsre- 

Y«n<i£«et2t m-w in tint; Lacifif oi « lu^ 
BLUZiLttT <tf tJL^ pwpk: lodtuPtrr a£d 
2Efi«aJi^«CK«; ]fad Vj w«aJt2i aod y^jwvr. 
Th^ »'«» igrtA^ prcigrw» from ihib g^- 
utriJ »trriv>dt; of tL« ekrreDtlL ajod 
xwiuixL woxunet, an jnirr^mmh hairier 
uj^'isjiif. iiihjxnrj rah. Lc^tkr ideae 
<^ liui&an xitdoM, Ur^tr ocnoe{4ioDa c^ 
<:fji'MUdx<:0tf iMvn tvai^t TnanVind, in 
la««r dkvji, Um; difEenenoe between li- 
httrUkm mad hhtrtj, between guilds 
and (ree oc/in}^etib/(«u At the aame 
tiuj0f it was Ujic priMyeifAe ot mercantile 
aMf<^uiik«^ in to« nuddle ag«t, which 
{#rr/t^:;Ud th« infant it^M <^ human 
ifettAuui nod human induatay againvt 
viiolenee uid wrong, 3fic«rei>Ter, at thii 
ffttrvAf the tnse c^ municiud life waa 
Mill green and vigoroua. The health- 
ful HfmiA Mp iiQta the hnmbleat roota 
Vi the m<jat rerduroua bianchea indi- 
c&tbd the internal aoundneaa of the 
&/re, and yrovidbi for the constant 
d<;vek;{iment of exterior strength. The 
rtfid ii> political influence was open to 
all, notliy right of birth, but through 
h/m//urabl« exertion of heads and 
hands, 

Ulie chief city of the Xetherlands, 
the Ofimmercial capital of the world, 
was Antwerp. In the north and east 
of Europe, the Hanseatic league had 
withered with the revolution in com- 
merce. At the South, the splendid 
marble channels, through which the 
overland India trade had been con- 
ducted from the Mediterranean by a few 
statelv cities, were now dry, the great 
aqueclucts ruinous and dealrated. Ve- 
fr^na, Venice, Nurembeig, Augsbui^, 
Bruges, were sinking; but Antwerp, 
with its deep and convenient river, 
stretched its arm to the ocean, and 
caught the golden prize as it fell from 
its sister cities' grssp. The city was 
so ancient that its genealogists, with 




ndiculoQE gnvitT. a 
two oemanes bfiEope i 
azkd diaooTesed- a ' 
the filisrir xmne cf . 
lifiLfidonthe SeiiBiid. 
ex^cvd C3Cke-ha3f iht : 
all larisawn wiio 
and was aecosunnBd «• 
cast into the jiver%b^n^kt ] 
thobfr who infringed this i ' 
Thus ffaaid-wafmy 
became J ik/vcrp, and bfflitt. two 1 
in the eBcauhun of ~ 
ever held up in ] 
thetruth. The giaot wik. i 
thrown into the SdieU hgr 
named Brabo, from 
Brabant derived in naaie; "^ fM 
Braboniea tdbuT But icr tkeaa tmA- 
quarianrPwearrhea^ aimJ e idi i i iiiii ii 
ci the name would seem a f aa^ 
"on the whaxl" It had wn 
the principal e uUe yfl l and 
of Europe. The Foggen^ 
I Ostetts, of Gennany, the Gn^teratti 
I and Bonvisi of Italy, and maaj otber 
i great mercantile hoosesi, were time 
established. Ko dty. except V^bm, 
I surpassed it in popolaiiaii, maofi wp- 
I proached it in commercial f J******—^ 
Its government was very free. Hm 
sovereign, as Karqms of Antwerp^ was 
solemnly sworn to govern acc o w li ng to 
the ancient charterBand]aw& Thedbid- 
holder, as his representative, ahaied 
his authority with the lour estates of 
the city. The Senate of ei^iieen 
members was appointed by the atad- 
holder out of a quadruple number 
nominated by the Senate itaelf and by 
the fourth body, called the Boigeiy. 
Half the board was thus renew e d an- 
nually. It exercised executive and 
appellate judicial functions, iqppointed 
two buigomastersy and two penaion- 
aries or legal counciUors, and also se- 
lected the leaser magistrates or 'officialB 
of the city. The board of ancient or 
ex-senators held their seats ex-ojfida, 
The twentyndx ward masters, ap- 
pointed, two from each ward, by the 
Senate on nomination by the wards, 
formed the third estate. Their espe- 
cial business was to enrol the militia, 
and to attend to its mustering and 
training. The deans of the guilds, 



0ftj four in immher, two from eaeh 
guildi ae!e<ited bj the Scnaie^ from a 
triply lisit of oandidatea pro^eutf^d by 
tbe gnildB, composed tlie lourth efltat<^. 
Thk inAuexitial bodj wai alwaji ai^ 
fembleir in the broM-ccuncil oi the 
ett^r. Theix duty was likewt&e to con- 
duct the examination of eandidatBA 
daimiug' admittance to out guHd and 
isfferiii^ apecimens ai art or b^iidiwork^ 
bp iuperintetiil the gienei^ aHaii^ of 
^te guilda lUid to regulate dijput«s. 

There were abo two ImportaDt func- 
i30Dane&, pepredentitig the king in cri- 
rnmad and civil matteri, Tbe Vicariufl 
c&pitalijgt Scultetua, Schout, ShmiS^i or 
MjtT^grave, toolt precedence at aU magia- 
tiatea. His business wo« to sap^im- 
tend crimina] ^rtesU, inah, sad exeou- 
tioDs. The Tioariufl dTiHi was called 
the Animaii, and bia oMce oortCApond- 
«d with that of the Fodeetb in the 
FkifiiAii and Italian republics. Hie 
dodbiea were neariy iiioilar in civil, to 
^H tboee of his colleague in criniimil 
^H i&atteTB. 

^P These four branches, with their 

^V iyuctioimries ^tid depeadeDte^ com- 

V posed tbe uammonweollJi of Antwerp. 

\ Aaaambled tijgether in connoil, they 

Donstitu t€d the groat imd general court 

No tax could be imposed by the flOTe- 

rsign, except with conflettt of the fi>iir 

litanches, aJl voting eepaititely. 

The perfiional and domicilbry nghta 
of the citizen were scrupulously guard- 
ed The SchcFut oouid only make or* 
Testa with the Burgoinaster's warrant, 
^d wae obliged to bring the accused, 
within three days, before the judges, 
who«€ courts were open to the public. 
The conditioQ of the population was 
I proeperoUiS, There were but few poor, 
^M k)34 those did not aeeki but were sought 
l^pbf the almonera. The schools wem 
^V cuceilent and cheap. It wai difficult 
■ le find a child of sufficient age who 
^ cmdd not read, write, and upeak at 
least two languages. The &ons of the 
wealthier citizens completed their edu- 
tadon at LouTrain, Bouay, Paris, or 
_ Fadua. 
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The city itself wm one of the most 
beautiful in Europe. Placeti upon a 
plain along the banks of the Scbeld, 
shaped like a bent bow with the river 
for its string, it enclosed within its 
walla some of the most splendid edi- 
fices in Chri^ndom. The world-re- 
nowned church of Ndtre Dame; the 
stately Eliichange, where five tbousand 
merchants daily congregateclj proto- 
type of all similar establishmenta 
throughout the world; the capiicious 
mole and port, where tweuty-fiye hun- 
dred vessels were often seen at once, 
and where five hundred m^do tbeir 
daily entrance or departurei were all 
eetablishmenta whion it would have 
been difficult t*> rival in any other part 
of tbe worlds 

IfVom what has already been said of 
the municipal iustitutions of the miun> 
try, it may be inferred that the powers 
of the estates-general were limited. 
The mem\>er3 of that congress were 
not represeDtatives chosen by the peo- 
ple, but merely a few ambassadoni 
from individual proyinoea; This iniii- 
viduality was not always composed ef 
the same ingrodientB. Thus, Holland 
coimisted of two members or braDches 
— the nobles and the six chief cities; 
Flanders of four branehcs — the cities, 
namely, of Ghent, Bruges, Ypres, and 
the ^* nreedom of Brug^;" Brabant, of 
Louvain, Brussels, Bois le Oue^ and 
Antwerp, four great cities, without re- 
presentation of nobilily or clergy; Ze- 
land, of one clerical person, the Abbot 
of Middelburg, one noble, the Mar- 
quis of Veer aiid Vlieeeingen, and sii 
chief cities ; Utrecht, of three branches 
—thf5 nobility, the clergy, and fiTO 
cities. These and other provinces, 
constituted in similar manner, were 
supposed to be actually present at the 
diet when assembled The c^btef busi- 
neaa of the atates-general was finimaial ; 
the aovereigUj or his st^wlholder, only 
obtaining supplies by making a request 
in persoa, while any single dty, as 
bratich of a provinoej had a right to 
refuse the grant. 
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Iducation had felt the onward move- 
muQt of the Gounti'j and the times. 



The whole system was, however, per- 
vaded by the monastio spirit, ^bi^i^ 
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liad originnlly pi-tjfierrod all leammg 
from annihUation, but wIudIi now kept 
it wrapped in tlis anoieDt cerecloths^ 
ami stiffening in the atony ^rcpphogua 
of ^ byg\)ne age. The UniTeraiiy of 
Louvam welb the chief Bterair inatitu- 
tioii in the pru\inc«a. It RAd been 
establiahed in 1423 by Duke John IV. 
of Brabant, Its govemnient conaiated 
of ^ President and Senate, forming a 
close corporation, whiiih had recdved 
from the founder all hk own aui^iority, 
imd the ri|^bt to supply its own vacan- 
ciea. The £ve faculties of law« catrnn 
laWj medicine, theology, and the aria, 
were cultivated a,t the infltitution. 
There wn^^ bestdea, a high achoo! for 
■under gradm^tea, divided into four 
cLiaaes. The place reeked with p^ 
dantryj and the character of the uni- 
Yftrsity n^ituraUy diffused itself through 
other ficbolaatic eatabliahmenta. Ne- 
vertheleas, it had done imd was doing 
much to preserve the love for pro found 
learning, while the rapidly advuncing 
s^ni of ootnmerce wb£ attende<l by 
an ever-increaeing truim of humanizing 
ajfta. 

Thj^ standnTd of culture in ihoae 
flourishing citiei was ekvated^ oom- 
pared with that obeeired in ixumj 
partfi of Europe* The children of the 
wealthier clajsaea enjoyed great fact- 
Htiee for education in all the great 
capitals. The classics, niusic^ and tb^ 
modem langnagea, i>articularly the 
Trench, were unlrerfially cultivated 
Nor wiva inteUeetual cultivation con- 
fined to the higher ordera. On the 
contrary, it waa diflFofied to a remark- 
able degioG among the bard-working 
arti5anfi and hondicraftamen of the 
great cities* 

For the prmeiple of aaaociation had 
not conj&ned itself exclusively to poli- 
tics and trade. Besides the numerous 
giiilde by which citizenship waa ac- 
quired in the varioua cities, were many 
^er fiooi^btiea for mutual improve- 
ment, support, or recreatlom The 
g^eat secret architectural or maaonic 
brotherhood of Gern^any, that league 
to which the artiatic and patient com- 
pletion of the magnificent worka of 
Gothic architecture m the middle ages 
b mamlj to be attributed^ ha4 its 



branches iu Nether Germany , and ex- 
plains the preaence of so many splendid 
and elaborately-finiahed churches m 
the provinces. There were also mili- 
tary fiodaliiiea of muaketeera, croaa^ 
bowmen, archers, awordamen in eveiy 
town. Once a year theee clubs kept 
holiday, choosing a king, who wa^ se- 
lected for hia prowess and akiU in the 
use of various weapons, These fesU* 
vala, always held with great solemnity 
and rejoicings were accompanied b^ 
many exhibltiona of ardiery and 
swordomauBhip. The people were not 
likely, therefore^ voluntanly to aban- 
don that privilege and duty of freS' 
men, the right to bear arms, and the 
power to handle them. 

Another and moift important collec- 
tion of brotherhooda were the so-imEed 
guilda of Rhetoric^ which estistedj In 
greater or less ntunber, in all the prin- 
cipal cities. These were a^siiciationa 
of mechaniGSj for the purpose of amua* 
ing their leisure with poetiGal oSueiontji, 
dramatic and mtisical exhihitlon 
theatrical proceseioD6.» and other ham 
l&HA and not inelegat^t recreation 
Such chamhera of rhetoric came t>rigi-^ 
naliy in the iifteeuth century 
France. The fact that in their ver 
titk they confounded rhetc^ric wid 
puctry and the drama, indlcataa the 
meagre attainments of thead early 
" liederykers." In the outset of their 
career tiey gave theatrical exhibitiona. 
"King Herod and his Deeds" ww 
enacted in the cathediul at Utrecht in 
HIS. The SiSBOdationa spread 
great celerity throughout the l?4j 
landsj and as they were all 
with each other, and in habits of perid 
dical intercourse, these humble '" 
of Hterature were of great yalue 
drawing the people of the pro vino 
into closer union. They became, like-'l 
wise, important political engiaesL Aa 
eoi'ly m the time of PhLhp the Qoodj 
thetr ^ongs and lamjioons became sfi 
ofFetUiive to the arbitrary notions of 
the Burgimdiau government, as to 
csiuse the societies to be pmhibitedi 
It was, however, out of the aovereign^ft 
power permanently to suppreaa 
tutions which already partook of _ 
character of the modem periodical 



IcombtTied witli functionB raaem- 

ihe iihow and licence of the 

Athetimn dnitaa. Yiewed from tJie 

FtATiil-TViiint of Htdr&ry erltrimstii, their 

j ] L^ wore not very oommend- 

L perhaps Bmockcsd of the 

the y^^-fltiok| 4uid the pm- 

Vet; if the ityle ol these lucu- 

mtiuDB wa«j ^t^n depraved^ the arti- 

rjirely received a better example 

irowi th£» literary institutionB above 

them. It was not lor guilda of mG* 

chftui^ to g:ive the tone to literature, 

nor were tbeb efforte in nnore ejcecmble 

taste thjm the emunatiotiB from the 

pedants of Louvuio. The '' Bhetori- 

ciond ' ' ore not re^onsible for all the 

bad taste of their generation. The 

gravest bistomns o| tb^e Netbedatida 

often i^lieTed their elephantine la- 

l»oura hf the moflt asinine §ftmbolfi^ 

and it was not to be expected that 

tke^ buatling wdav^rg and cutlen 

Bhould excel tbeir literafj ^ fieri ors in 

taste or alegmice, 

Philip the Fair enrolled himself oa 

1^ a niediiber in one of thede docieticH. It 

^^m&j easily be inieiTed] therefore^ that 

^B tbiey^ had already become bodiea of re- 

^P cognised importance. The rhetoriGal 

H fihimbers ec3tisted Ln the moat obscure 

"^ viUagBfL The number of yards of 

Fli^miah poetry annually manufactured 

^^ and consunied throughout the pro- 

^Kvinces almost exceeds belief. The 

^■aoQietles bad regnliy coiiBt]tution& 

^F Their pfeeiding officers were called 

^P Mog^ parinces^ captains^ arcbdeaconfij 

J^ or rejoieed in aimilar liigh-sounding 

j names. Each chamber had ita trea- 

eiireFj it^ buffVion, and its titandard- 

bearer for publle pfoceaeiona. Each 

had ita peetuiar title or blazon^ as the 

ISy, the Marigold, or the Violet, with 

M appropriate motto. By the year 

!49'd, the associBitioiifi hivcl become sa 

^ mpart-iTit, that Philip the Fair attm- 

laoued them ail to a general o^seinbly 

at Xeeblin. Here tiuey were or^aniBed, 

«od formaily itioorpor.ited nnder the 

gonarul aupervision of an upper or 

m(»th^ aociety of Rhetoric^ consisting^ 

cf ^fteen memberat and called by the 

I title of " Jenu with the balsam flower." 

The aovM^gna were alwiys anxious 

I to oonciiiate these inBntmtial gmlda by 
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beoomlng members of them \n poraon* 
Like the playera^ tlie Rhetoricmna 
were the brief abstract and ohtoniole 
of the time^ and neither prince nor 
private person deaired their 111 report 
It h^% indeedj bean PhUip'a intention 
to convert them into eti^ea for the 
arbitrary piir[>OBea of bia houee^ but 
fortunately the publicly-orgaiiiaed ao- 
cieties were uot the only ch'imbem. 
On the contrary, the unohartered 
guilds were the mi^ numerous and 
influential They exearciaed a vvst in- 
fluLenoia upon the progrcsa of the reM- 
gioua reformation, and the aub&equent 
roToIt of the Netberlanda. They ridi» 
euled, with their farces and their sa- 
tires, the Tieea of the clergy. They 
draxnatiaed tyranny for public execra- 
tion^ It woa abo not surpriaing, that 
among the leaders of the wild Anabap* 
tiatfl who disgrac^ the great revolu- 
tion in Church and State by tbeir 
bideoua antica, should be found many 
who, like David of Delft, John of Ley- 
den, mid others^ had been members of 
rhetcirical ohambera. The genius for 
mummery and theatrical exbibitions, 
tnwispianted froiii ite aphere* and ex- 
erting itaelf for purpcAee of fraud and 
liceutiouenesd^ was as baleful in ita 
efTecta as it was beiEtltby in its original 
manif esfcatioDs, Snch exh ibt tioiia were 
but the excrescenees of a Bvst*2tii which 
had borne good firuii Tneae literary 
guiida beHtted and denotod a people 
which was alive, a people which bad 
neither aunk to sleep in the lap of ma- 
terial proaperity, nor abased itself in 
the sty of ignorance and political aer- 
vitude. The spirit of liberty pervaded 
these rude but not illiterate asaembUea, 
and her fair proportiona were distinct- 
ly visible* even through the some* 
what grotesque garb wMcb ahe thua 
assumed. 

The great loading recreationa which 
those chambers affard^ to themaelvES 
and the public, were the periodic Jubi- 
lees which they celebrated in various 
capital cities. All the guilds of rheto- 
ric throughout the Netherlands were 
then invited to partake and to compete 
in mogniflcent procesftions, brilliant 
costumes, living pictures, cbi^rodes, 
and other animated, glittering groups. 
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and in imk of dramatic and poetio 
akill, all mmiiged under the lupmn- 
tendeiiee of the particular association 
whicb m the preceding year had 
bom« away tii© prize. Such jubileea 
were callea " Lsnd-jewela," 

From the atnuflementa of a people 
injLj be gathered much that ia neeeB- 
aarj hxt a proper estiiDatioii of ita cha- 
latter. No unfavouxable opinion can 
be formed as to tbe culture of a na- 
tion whose weavers^ emitbHi gafdenersi 
imd traders found the favourite amiiRe- 
meot of their holidays in cotnpoBinj^ 
and enacting tra^edica or farcea, recit^ 
ing their own veraca, or in personify- 
ing moral and teathetic sentiments by 
ingeniously-arranged groupflj or gorge- 
OUH babDimenta. The crannoiey velvets 
and yellow satin doublets of the courts 
tliQ gold-brecaded mantles of pri^sta 
Sxid pfinces are often but ynlgar drar 
pery of little historic worth, Such 
ooettimes thrown around tlie swart 
figures of liard-workiug artlsana, for 
literai'y and artistic pnrposoSj, have a 
real significance^ and are worthy of ^ 
eloser e3£amination. Were not these 
amuBement^ of the NetherlanderB as 
elevated and humanising as the con- 
temporary bull'flghte and autoa-da-fd 
of Spain f What place in hiatoiy doea 
the gloomy bigot merit who, for the 
love of Christy converted all these gay 
citifls into sbambleSj and changed tbe 
guttering proceaeionB of their Land- 
jewek into fettered uiarcbaa to the 
scaffold f 

Thus fifteen ages have passed away, 
and in the place of a horde of savages^ 
living among swamps and tbicketa, 
Bwarm three naillions of people, the 
moet iuduatriouB, the most prospemusi 
perbapa iiie most intelligent under 
the sun. Their cattle, gracing on the 
bottom of the sea, are the finest in 
Europe, their agricultural products of 
tnore e3£<iban j^ble value than if nature 
had made tbeir land to overflow with 
wine and oil. Their navigators are tbe 
boldestj tbeir mercantile marine the 
mast powerful, their merchanta the 
luoet enteipriaing in the world Hol- 
Jaod and Flanders, peopled by one race^ 
vie with each other in the puraidts of 
dviHaatloa. Tbe Flemlah skill in tbe 



Dutch Eepuhlie, 

I mechanical and in the fine arts is \ 
I unrivatletL Belgian musicians delist 
, and instruct other nations. Belgian 
pencils havej for a century^ cauaed the 
canvsa to glow with colonre and com- 
binationi never seen before* Flemish 
fabrics are exported to all parts of 
Europe, to the East and West Indies, 
to Africa. The splendid tapestries, 
silks, linens, as well as the more bomely 
and useful mannf actures of the Netber- 
landa, are prized throughout the world. 
Moet ingemouB, as they had already 
been described by the keen-eyed CECsar, 
in imitating the arts of other nat^ong, 
the skilful artificers of tbe country at 
Louvsin, Ghent, and other places, re- 
produce the ebawl^ and sUks of India 
with admirable accuracy. 

Their national industry was trntu^ 
ing ; their prosperity unexampled ; 
their love of liberty indomitable ; theif 
pugnacity proverbial. Peaceful in their 
pursuits, phlegmatic by temperament, 
the Netherlan<ler& were yet the most 
belligerent and exdtable poptiJatloi] of 
Europe. Two centuries of civil war 
bad hut tbinnod the ranks of eaeh 
generation without quenching the hoi 
spirit of the nation. 

The women were distinguished by 
beauty of form and vigour of constitu- 
tion. Aooustozned from childhood to 
converae freely with all classes and 
sexes in the daily walks of life, and to 
travel on foot or horseback from one 
town to another without escort and 
without fear, they had aequired m^i- 
nei^ more frank and independent tbaa. 
those of women in other lands, while 
their morala were pure and their de 
corum undoubted- The promiDenlrl 
part to be sustained by the women of ' 
Holland in many dramas of the revolu- 
tion would thus fitly devolve upon a 
class enabled by nature and education 
to conduct themselves with courage. 

Within the little <±xjle which endcwea 
the seventeen provinces are 20B walled 
cities, many of them among the most 
stately in Christendom, 150 chartered 
town^ 6300 villages, with their watch- 
towers oad steeples, besides niuneroiit. 
other more insignificant hamlete; th 
whole guarded by a belt of sixty fop 
tresses of iuipassing strength. 



Results. 
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Thus in this rapid sketch of the 
course and development of the Nether- 
land nation during sixteen centuries, 
we have seen it eVer marked hj one 
prevailing characteristic, one master- 
paasion — ^the love of liberty, the in- 
stinct of self-government. Largely 
compounded of the bravest Teutonic 
elements, Batavian and Frisian, the 
race ever battles to the death with 
tynamy, organises extensive revolts in 
the age of Vespasian, maintains a par- 
tial independence even against the 
sagacious dominion of Charlemagne, 
reuses in Friesland to accept the papal 
yoke or feudal chain, and, throughout 
the dark ages, struggles resolutely to- 
wards the light, wresting from a series 
of petty sovereigns a gradual and prac- 
tical recognition of the claims of 
humanity. With the advent of the 
BurguncQan family, the power of the 
commons has reached so high a point, 
that it is able to measure itself, un- 
daunted, with the spirit of arbitrary 
rule, of which that engrossing and 
^rannical house is the embodiment. 
For more than a century the struggle 
for freedom, for civic life, goes on; 
Philip the Good, Charles the Bold, 
Marys husband Maximilian, Charles 
v., in turn, assailing or undermining 
the bulwarks raised, age after age, 
against the despotic principle, ^e 
combat is ever renewed. Liberty, 



often crushed, rises agam and again 
from her native earth with redoubled 
energy. At last, in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, a new and more powerful spirit, 
the genius of religious freedom, comes 
to participate in the great conflict. 
Arbitrary power, incarnated in the 
second Charlemagne, assails the new 
combination with unscrupulous, un- 
forgiving fierceness. Venerable civic 
magistrates, haltered, grovel in sack- 
cloSi and ashes; innocent religious 
reformers bum in holocausts. By the 
middle of the century, the battle rages 
more fiercely than ever. In the little 
Netherland territory. Humanity, bleed- 
ing but not killed, still stands at bay 
and defies the hunters. The two great 
powers have been gathering strength 
for centuries. They are soon to be 
matched in a longer and more deter- 
mined combat than the world had 
ever seen. The emperor is about to 
leave the stage. The provinces, so 
passionate for nationality, for muni- 
cipal freedom, for religious reforma- 
tion, are to become the property of 
an utter stranger; a prince foreign 
to their blood, their tongue, their 
religion, their whole habits of life and 
thought. 

Such was the political, religious, and 
social condition of a nation who were 
now to witness a new and momentous 
spectacle. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Abdication of Charles resolved upon — ^Bnissels in tho sixteenth century— Hall of the 
palace described — Portraits of prominent individuals present at the ceremony — Formali- 
ties of the abdication — Universal emotion — Remarks ujwn the character and career of 
Chasles — ^His retirement at Juste. 



On the 25tli day of October 1555, the 
estates of the Netherlanda were assem- 
bled in the great hall of the palace at 
Brussels.^ They had been summoned 
to be the witnesses and the guarantees 
of the abdication which Charles V. had 
long before resolve(J upon, and which ha 
was that day to execute. The emperor, 
like many potentates before and since, 
was fond of great political spectacles. 
He knew their infliuence upc«i the 
masses of mankind. Although plain, 
even to shabbiness, in his own costume, 
and usually attired in black,^ no one 
ever understood better than he how to 
arrange such exhibitions in a striking 
and artistic style. We have seen the 
theatrical and imposing manner in 
which he quelled the msurrection at 
Ghent, and nearly crushed the life for 
ever out of that vigorous and turbu- 
lent little commonwealth. The closing 
scene of his long and energetic reign 
he had now arranged with profound 
study, and with an accurate knowledge 



1 Eml. Van Motoron. Historien dor Nedei> 
landen, i. f. 16. Piotor Bor. Noderlandshe 
Oorlofl^cn, i. f. 8. 

* Illiberal ior quoquo quam tantum dcce- 
bat Ca3sarcm est habitus— vcstitiis fore po- 
puloriB^ colore atix> oblcctabatur. Ponti 



of the manner in which the requisite 
efifects were to be produced. The ter- 
mination of his own career, the open- 
ing of his beloved Philip's, were to be 
dramatised in a manner worthy the 
august character of the actors, and the 
importance of the great stage where 
they played their parts. The eyes of 
the whole world were directed upon 
that day towards Brussels ; for an im- 
perial abdication was an event which. 
had not, in tho sixteenth century, been 
staled by custom. 

The gay capital of Brabant, of that 
prdvince which rejoiced in the liberal 
constitution known by the, cheerful- 
title of the "joyful entrance," was 
worthy to be the scene of the impos- 
ing show. Brussels had been a city 
for more than five centuries, and at 
that day numbered about one hundred 
thousand inhabitants.* Its walls, six 
miles in circumference, were already 
two hundred years old.* Unlike most 
Netherland cities, lying usually upon 

Heuteri Refum Austriacarum Hist. (Loranii, 
1643). xiv. 846a. 

» Lud. Guicciardinl. Belgii Descript 
(Amst. 1600), p. 110, sqq. 

* 1 bid . Compare Lcs Dolicos des Pays Bob, 
par lo Pei-o Grififet (Liego, 1769), i 193, eqq. 
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extensiye plains^ it was built along the 
Bides of an abrupt promontory. A wide 
expanse of living verdure, cultivated 
gardens, shady groves, fertUe corn- 
fields, flowed round it like a sea. The 
foot of the town was w;ashed by the. 
little river Seime, while the irregular 
but picturesque streets rose up the 
steep sides of tJxe hill like the semi- 
circles and stairways of an amphi; 
theatre. Nearly in the heart of the 
place rose the s^ud^ious and exqui- 
sitely embroidered tower of the town- 
house, three hundred ajid sixty-six 
feet in height, a miracle of needle- work 
in stone, rivalling in its intricate carv- 
ing the cobweb tracery of •that lace 
which haa for centuries been synony- 
mous with the city, and rearing itself 
above a fayade of profusely decorated 
and brocaded architectiu-e. The crest 
of the elevation was crowned by the 
towers of the old ducal palace of Bra- 
bant, with its extensive and thickly- 
wooded park on the left, and by the 
stately mansions of Orajige, Egmont, 
Aremberg, Culemburg, and other Fle- 
mish grandees oa the right.i The 
great forest of Sojgnies, dotted with 
monasteries and convents, swarming 
with ev^QT variety of game, whither 
the dtizeais made their summer pil- 
grimages^ ^nd where the nobles chased 
the wUd boa^ and the stag, extended 
to withii^ a quarter of a mile of the 
dty walls.'. The population, as thrifty, 
as intelligent, as prosnerous as that of 
any city in. Europe, was divided into 
fifty-two guilds, of artisans, among 
which tl^e naost important were the 
annourers, lyhose suits of mail would 
torn a musket-ball; the gardeners, 
npon whQ60.gentler creations incredible 
sums were annually lavished ; and the 
tapestry-ifi^orkors, whose gorgeous fa; 
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J Gideciardiql Le Pdre Griffet, ubi sup* 

* Goiciciavdini, p. 1^. 

* Gqjcdardki, p, ^11. Le Pdre Griffet. 
•Km. Van Metoren, i. f. 17. Lo P6ro 

Griffet, i 196. Yonder Vynokt Nederl. 
Beroerteu (A,mat. 1823> i. 109. Guiccior- 
dinllia 

•Guicc, 116 sqq. Grifiet, i. 196, sqq. 

^Recoeil, par formo de Memoircs des actos 
et duwos lesplusuotablos quy sent advounes 
^F^ys Bas, mia ot redigees par oscript par 
I'iuquior do la Barre, natil do Tourm\y. 



b?4ca were, the wonder of the world.*^ 
Seven principal churches, of which the. 
mpst striking was that of St Gudule, with 
its twin tpwers, its chaiTuing fa9ade,, 
and its magnificently-painted windows, 
adorned the upper part of the city. 
The number seven was. a magic nvun*. 
ber in Bru89els, and was supposed at 
that epoch, during which astronomy 
was in its infancy and astrology in its 
prime, to denote the sevea planets 
which governed all things terrestrial 
by their aspects and influences.^ Seven 
noble fanulies, springing from seven 
ancient castles, supplied tibie stock from 
which the seven senators were selected 
who composed the upper counftil of the 
city. There were seven great squares, 
seven city gat^es, and upon the occasion 
of the present ceremony it was ob- 
served by the lovers of wonderful co- 
incidences that seven crowned heads* 
would be congregated under a single 
roof in the liberty-loving city. 

The palace where the states-general 
were upon this occasion convened, had 
been the residence of the Dukes of 
Brabant since the days of John the 
Second, who hiid built it about the, 
year 1300. It was & spacious and con- 
venient building, but not distinguished 
for the beauty of its aachitecture. In 
front was a large open square, enclosed 
by an. iron railing; in the rear an ex- 
tensive and beautiful park, filled with 
forest trees, and containing gardens 
and labyrinths, fish-ponds and game- 
preserves, fountains and promenades, 
race-courses and archery grounds.* 
The. main entrance to this edifice 
opened upon a spacious hall, connected 
with a beautiful aiid symmetrical 
chapel. The hall wa» celebrated for 
its size, harmonious, proportions, and 
the richness of its decorations.' It 

pis. in the royal archives of Brussels, f. 6.) 
This very curious manuscript, which we shall 
often have occasion to cite in the course of 
this volume, was discovered a few years 
since among^ some accoimt-books in the 
ai-chivcs of Belgium. Its author was pro- 
cureur-g^nfiral at Toumay, until deprived 
of his office, in Fob. 1667, bjr Noii-carmes. 
The MS. is ftiU of curious and important da- 
tails for the eventful year 1566.— Vide Ga- 
chard. Notice d'un Manuscrit conoeniant 
I'Hist. do Toumay. Com. Roy. d'Hist,., t. 
i. No. 1, 2omo Sciie du Compte Bfiudu. 
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was the place where the chapters of 
the famous order of the (loldeii Fleece 
were held.^ Its walls were hung with 
a magnificent tapestry of Arras, repre- 
senting the life and achievements of 
Gideon, the Midianite, and giving par- 
ticular prominence to the miracle of 
the "fleece o£ wool," vouchsafed to 
that renowned champion,* the great 
patron of the Knights of the Fleece. 
On the present occasion there were 
various additional embellishments of 
flowers and votive garlands. At the 
western end a spacious platform or 
stage, with six or seven steps, had been 
constructed, below which was a range 
of benches for the deputies of the 
seventeen provinces.* Upon the stage 
itself there were rows of seats, covered 
with tapestry, upon the right hand 
and upon the left These were re- 
spectively to accommodate the knights 
of the order and the guests of high 
distinction.* In the rear of these 
were other benches, for the members 
of the three great coimcils.* In the 
centre of the stage was a splendid 
canopy^ decorated with the arms of 
Buigundy, beneath which were placed 
three gilded arm-chairs.* . All the seats 
upon the platform were vacant, but 
the benches bdow, assigned to the 
deputies of the provinces, were already 
filled. Numerous representatives from 
all the states but two — Gelderland and 
Overyssel — had already taken their 
places. Grave magistrates, in chain 
and gown, and executive officers, in the 
splendid civic uniforms for which the 
Netherlands were celebrated, already 
filled eve^ seat within the space al- 
lotted. The remainder of the hall was 
erowded with the more favoured por- 

1 Four days before the abdication, namely, 
on the 2l8t October, Charles had held a 
council of the Fleece, at which elereu knights 
had been present. To these personages he 
had made the first formal communication of 
his intention of conceding all his realms to 
his son. At the same time he intimated 
that, being chief of the order of the Golden 
Fleece, as sovereign of Burgundy and the 
Netherlands, he wished to divest himself of 
that dignitv in favour of Fhil^. The king 
then retired from the ooundL The knights 
held a formal discussion upon the subject, 
ooneluding by approring unanimously the 
appointment. Fnilip then re-entered the 
apart aient» and was congratulated upon his 
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j tion of the multitude which had been 

fortunate enough to procure admissimi 

: to the exhibition. The archers and 

' hallebardiers of the bodyguard kept 

^ watch at all the doors.' The theatre 

; was filled — the audience was eager with 

. expectation — ^the actors were yet to 

; arrive. As the clock struck three, the 

\ hero of the scene appeared. Caesar, aa 

I he was always designated in the dassic 

i language ofthe day, entered, leaning <m 

the shoulder of William of Orange.* 

I They came &om the chapel, and were 

' immediately followed by Philip the 

Second and Queen M»y of Hungary. 

The Archduke l^fa-ximiliAn^ the Duke 

of Savoy, «nd other great personages, 

came afterwards, accompanied by a 

glittering throng of warriors, council* 

lors, governors, and Knights of the 

Fleece.^ 

Many individuals of existing or fa- 
ture historic celebrity in the Nether* 
lands, whose names are so familiar to, 
the student of the epoch, seemed to 
have been grouped as if by premedi- 
tated design upon this imposing plat- 
form, where the curtain was to fall for 
ever upon the mightiest emperor since 
Charlemagne, and where the opening 
scene of the long and tremendous ti»* 
gedy of Philip's reign was to be sinral* 
taneously enacted. There was the 
Bishop of Arras, soon to be known 
throughout Christendom by the more 
celebrated title of Cardinal GranveDa^ 
the serene and smiling priest whose 
subtle influence^ over ^e destinies of 
BO many individuals then present, and 
over the f ortimes of the whole laady 
was to be so extensive and so deadh; 
There was that flower of Flemish om- 
valry, the lineal descendant of ancient 



now office.— Inventaire de la Toison d'Or; 
Brussels Archives MS., torn. i. 

> De la Barre MS., ubi sup. Judg«% 
chap. vi. 

* Gacbard. Analectes Belgiquea (FHriib 
1880). p. 70-106. 

* Ibid. » Ibid. 
•Ibid., ubi sup. 

^ Ibid. C!ompare Pont. Heut., xiv. SSflL 
' Gachard. Analectes Belgiques, ubi aapi 
Von Meteren, L 16. 

* Gachard. Anal. Belg., ubi sup. Foot 
Heut., xiv. 886. Wilhelmus Godebemi. 
Historiola de Abdicatione Imperii i Gavali 
v., eta etc. Apud Schardii Ber. 
Scriptores, torn. u. 638-^)54. 
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Frisian kisgB, already distinguished 
iat his bravery in many fields, but not 
having yet won those two remarkable 
Tictories which were soon to make the 
name of Egmont like the sound of a 
trompet throughout the whole coun- 
try. Tall, magnificent in costume, 
with dark flowing hair, soft brown eye, 
smooth cheek, a alight moustache, and 
features of almost f^piinine delicacy; 
sock was the gallant and ill-fated La- 
moral Egmont.^ The Count of Horn, 
too, with bold, sullen face, and fan- 
Asped. beard — a brave, honest, discon- 
tented, quarrelsome, impopular man ; 
tiiose other twins in doom — the Mar- 
^ Beighen and the Lord of Mon- 
tigny; the Baron Berlaymont, brave, 
intensely royal, insatiably greedy for 
office and wages, but who, at least, 
never served but one party; the Duke 
. of Arschot, who was to serve all, essay 
to rule an, and to betray all — a splen- 
did seignor, magnificent in cramoisy 
velvet, but a poor creature, who traced 
his pedigree from Adam,' according 
to the family monumental inscriptions 
at Louvain, but who was better known 
as grand-nephew of the emperor's fa- 
mous tutor, Chi^vres; the bold, de- 
hsuched Brederode, with handsome, 
leckless face and turbulent demeanour; 
the infamous Noircarmes, whose n^me 
was to be covered with eternal execra- 
tion, for aping towards his own com- 
patriots and kindred as much of Alva's 
atrocities and avarice as he was per- 
niitted to exercise; the distinguished 
soMiers, M^hen and Aremberg — these, 
with many others whose deeds of arms 
were to become celebrated throughout 
Europe, were all conspicuous in the 
hrilliant crowd. There, too, was that 



> In ihe royal gallery at Amsterdam there 
an very good origixial portraits of Egmont, 
Horn, Alva, Orange and all his brothers, 
besides many other contemporary pic- 
tures. 

' " Amplhis ibi, res mirandse : marmorea 
prindpuui Croyorum monument, ibi genea- 
lOpua Ducum de Areschot ab Adamo usque 
aa pne^entes.'* etc. — Guicdardini, p. 108 
(art Lovanium). 

*Vita Viglii ab Aytta Zuicherai ab ipso 
^Uo Scripta. Apud Hoynck v. Papen- 
mebtf L 1-88. Levensbeschryving beroe- 
■Mde Ned. Mannen und Vrouwen, iv. 75-^2. 
PXoeopographia Viglii. Ex. 8uf. Petri Decade 
xfi. de bcript Frisue apud Hoynck* 
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learned Frisian, 

crafty, plausible, adroit, eloquent — a 
small, brisk man, with long yellow 
hair, glittering green eyes, round, 
tumid, rosy cheeks, and flowing beard.' 
Foremost among the Spanish grandees, 
and close to Philip, stood the famous 
favourite. Buy Gomez, or as he was 
familiarly called *' Re y Gomez"* 
(King and Gomez), a man of meri- 
dional aspect, with coal-black hair and 
beard, gleaming eyes, a face pallid 
with intense application, and slei*- 
der but handsome figm-e;* while in 
immediate attendance upon the Em- 
peror was the immortal Prince of 
Orange. 

Such were a few only of the most 
prominent in that gay throng, whose 
fortunes, in part, it will be our duty 
to narrate ; how many of them passing 
through iJl this glitter to a dark and 
mysterious doom ! — some to perish on 
public scaffolds, some by midnight 
assassination ; others, more fortunate, 
to fall on the battle-field — nearly all, 
sooner or later, to be laid in bloody 
graves ! 

All the company present had risen 
to their feet as the Emperor entered. 
By his command, all immediately after- 
wards resumed their places. The 
benches at either end of the platform 
were accordingly filled with the royal 
and princely personages invited with 
the Fleece Knights, wearing the insig* 
nia of their order, with the members 
of the three great councils, and with 
the governors. The Emperor, the 
King, and the Queen of Himgary, vere 
left conspicuous in the centre of the 
scene. As the whole object of the 
ceremony was to present an impressive 

• * '• Ma il titplo principale che pli vien dato 
d di Be i Gomez et non di Rui Gomez, percho 
non par cbe sia stato mai alcun uomo del 
monao con alcun principe di tanta autorita 
et cosi amato dal suo signor com egli da 
questo Rd."— Relazione del CL Fed. Bado- 
varo Kitomato ambosciatore della Ser. Rep. 
Venetiana, I'anno 1667. MB. Bibl. de Bour- 
gogne. No. 6086 bis. 

» " Ruy Gomez— d'cta di 89 anni, di me- 
diocre stutura, ha occbi pieni di sp'o, di pelo 
o l^rba nero e riccio, di sottil ossatura, di 
gagliarda comnlessione, ma par debole forse 
per rincredibile fatiche che egll sostiene, le 
quale )o fanno molto pallido," etc. — Bado- 
taroMS. 
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exliiMtion^ it ia wortli our while to 
fix^^mine minutely the ELppeanuiCB uf 
the two priTjcipal cbaractara, 

Chjirle^ tlie Fifth waa then fifty-five 
yw^FB and eight montUa old ; but he 
was Dtlreadj^ decrepit with preniM-turo 
old age. He ^-aa of about the middle 
lieigbt, and had bean athletic imd weU- 
prciportioiietL Broad in the flhouldeTa, 
deep in the chest, thin in the dank, 
Tery muscular in the orma and legti, he 
Imd been able to match himself with 
all oompetitom in the toiimej &nd the 
ruig, and to Vanquish the bull with 
Ilia own baud in the favourite uatioual 
amusement of S|.>ain. He hiwl been 
able in the field to 5o the duty of 
captain and aoldier, to endure fatigue 
arid ©Kposiirej and every privation es- 
cept fasting. I Theae pemanal advan- 
tagea ware now departed. Crippled in 
hamk, kneea^ and legSj he 8up|)orted 
hiuiielf with difficnlty upon a crutch, 
with the aid of an attsndaJit'a shoul- 
der*^ In fiice he had always been ex- 
tremely ugly, and time hafl certainly 
not improved hia physiognomy. Jii» 
hair, onoe of a light colour, was now 
white with i\%% clofw-clipjxsd and brist- 
ling ; hia iKftrd was gray, ooar^, and 
Bha^55y. Hia fDrehead waa apacioua 
and conLmanding ; tha eye waa dark 
blue, with an expreasion both majestio 
and benignant. Hia nose waa a(|"uiline 
but crooked* The lower part ol hia 
ftMJt* waa fatuous* for it* deforialty. The 
under lip^ a Bur^ndian inhoritanee, 

I Pont Tleiit. xiv. 34 (Ja, Compare llolii- 
dono di JTrirtuo Caviilll in Alborij a^r* 1 vol 
ii, Stili ; HtuloYftr* BelaiiioQQ, MS. 

*^B^^»teiu tuaii Beme] pFaj.ii-34 lo^anu fo 
rkiifl^."— Font Ueut. 

'*Sa amtosato il tiJTO," etc. — M^artncj Ca* 

« Pnut. Hoiii xiv. S30. 

* Potit. lUnt. xiv. 848* Badvraro MS.— 
**l\.\ il fn'inti} spiitidsc, ^U oiUilii fsel^tftli, II 
na/i'> iiijiiiliuo nlmianto t^irto, la mEWti^Ua in- 
forioro 1uii|^ e liirjja onde AwSeiia cho clla 
%mn i>«t5 crjii jTiuiig^ns i douti i^t usl flair k 
pUMlu lion B ben iat^ai. Hrt [loehi d&utl 
dicvauti fit fmcitU, lu t»mi bolifi, la barbti 

Coinp, Gasp, Cotituriiil iiptid Albert, «er. L 
Till, IL p. mi '*Tul.ia ta nicwtialla iiiferlftro o 
toutn laiiu<ha isbe nori jxtre nn^t^mi; n^s inaj^ 

pfti/ » f'l ' K ri_ I'll i% U;' I i ff I' i, . ii!(> f > I , ^ 1 J , i - 1 , ,1 S ^ t'l 'J i U iii4H- 
d- • nVL 

li ;- ■ iiis- 

ie.-;-^ _ ,-„ :...-_. l^.^,._ i^-. , .i^^. L-.^^-T-inna 

ami iiiixiu dolk uliiutuki, LiJbutiikna qujtl dia 
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a» faithfully transmitted aa the ditji^hy 
and county i waa heavy and hanging; 
the lower jaw protruding so farbByoad 
the upper^ that it waa impoaaiblo for him 
to bnn^ together the few frogmen r- i: 
teeth which Btill remained, or to t[':i'i 
a whole i»entenee i:a an int 
voice. Eating and talking, occni|i 
to which he wag always much i 
were becoming (^ily more ardaotiii, i 
consequence of thia origlniil def^ 
which now aeemed hardly hnmanj hut 
rather an original deformity,* 

So much for the father* The son, 

j Philip the Second* WtIS a Fimall toeawe 
man^ much below the middle heitjLt, 
with thin legs* a narrow che^t, and th© 
ahrinking'^ timid air of an habitual in- 
valid,* He seemed so little, upi^n hia 
first visit t^ hia aunta^ the Queens 
Eleanor and Mary,* aecnatomed 
look upon proper men in Flanden i 
Germany, tliat he was fain to win 1 " 
favour by making certain attempts lal 
the tournament,* in which Mb buo^ 
waa auffioiently problematieat 

' body, *' fiayB hia profi^s^ed panegyrii^ 
"waa but a hunum cage, in which* 
however brief and narrow, dwelt H 
aonl to whoae flight the iinmeaatirubla 
expanae of heaven was tLio con- 
traofced,'*^ The a^ime wholdtnlu ml' 
mirer adds, tlmt ** hia a3i>eot was v* 
reverend, that rustics whf> mt*t htm 
alone in a wood, without km 
bowed down with instia*.! i 
tion."* In face he waa turj ii>iL^^" 

parolcL h, q^ifila fposso no a ilntendo vaolto 

mombrl nnjimti— la auac. ■ 
TLtatioafitinnli3ni5!>uicii."— J. . 
iL Giovan* Micbele, Veunto Jtiui^u 
gbiltorra» d'atiiio lfl57. "— ^ luJ 
valotndlnarlo unn soli>, pombo nln i 
mauto dtsblla, &b p«n$cina dl vogo, imflfi 
iiGflsunci eMrcitiP," cta^— Jia* Bib. da fiduii 
No, flOBl 

' " Aunquo ka parodo t 
^-^nHbumbrfidu a ver ]■ 
— Oabrem. Viti* do F^liiii^ „ 
^pafiji (Mad. Idlif), lib. i. l± 

* Cabrviti, ubl Rtip. 
T**Ckniio 8l fiiam fil <iiprp<i iiQipunn Jutl 

qua piir J!i:wt brcFU 1 tna* C'itrocUttL no U iittttf 
nmima a ui^ya bnelr} s^v }'K)i:|U:etlLa U ro4oildif 
duloiolo."— Cftbronvi 1^ 

* " quo de In : 

fl«»OTOii iii vicnJii ^ ! 

BolviOst jujwrandoio d.^.., ._ . , 

era saludodo eon ra vgniiMrtik ' '—^i^^tMCa^ fTI 
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image of liis father,^ hAving the same 
koad forehead, and blue eye, xnth. the 
sune aquiline, but better propor- 
tioned, nose. In the lower part of the 
countenance, the remarkable Burgun- 
dian deformity was likewise reproduced. 
He had the same heavy, hanging lip, 
with a yast mouth, and monstrously 
protruding lower jaw.^ His com- 
plexion was fair, his hair light and 
thin, his beard yellow, short, and 
pointed.' He had the aspect of a 
Fleming, but the loftiness of a Sps^ 
niardL* His demeanour in public was 
still, silent, almost sepulchral He 
looked habitually on the ground when 
he conversed, was chary of speech, em- 
barrassed, and even suffering in man- 
ner.* This was ascribed partly to a 
natoral haughtiness, which he had 
occasionally endeavoured to overcome, 
and partly to habitual pains in the 
stomach, occasioned by his inordinate 
fondness for pastry.' 

Such was the personal appearance of 
the man who was about to receive into 
his mngle hand the destinies of half 
the world ; whose single will was, for 
the future^ to shape the fortunes of 
every individual then present, of many 
millions more in Europe, America, and 
at the ends of the earUi, and of count- 
less millions yet unborn. 

The three royal personages being 
seated upon chairs placed tri^-ngularly 
under the canopy,' such of the audi- 
ence as had seats provided for them 
now took their places, and the pro- 
, ceedings commenced. Philibert de 
BnixeUes, a member of the privy 
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council of the Netherlands, arose at 
the Emperor's command, and fnade a 
long oration.* He spoke of the Em- 
peror's warm affection for the pro- 
vinces, as the land of his birth ; of his 
deep regret that his broken health and 
failing powers, both of body and mind, 
compelled him to resign his sove- 
reignty, and to seek relief for his shat- 
tered frame in a more genial climate.* 
Caesar's gout was then depicted in 
energetic language, which must have 
cost him a twinge as he sat there and 
listened to the councillor's eloquence. 
" 'Tis a most truculent executioner,'* 
said Philibert : " it invades the whole 
body, from the crown of the head to 
the soles of the feet, leaving nothing 
untouched. It contracts the nerves 
with intolerable anguish, it enters the 
bones, it freezes the marrow, it con- 
verts the lubricating fluids of the joints 
into chalk, it pauses not until, having 
exhausted and debilitated the whole 
body, it has rendered all its necessary 
instruments useless, and conquered 
the mind by inmiense torture." ^^ En* 
gaged in mortal struggle with such an 
enemy, Cscsar feVb himself obliged, aa 
the councillor proceeded to inform his 
audience, to change the scene of the 
contest i6*om the humid air of Flanders 
to the warmer atmosphere of Spain. 
He rejoiced, however, that his son was 
both vigorous and experienced, and 
that his recent marriage with the 
Queen of England had furnished the 
provinces with a most valuable alli- 
ance.^1 He then again referred to the 
Emperor's boimdless love for his sub- 



^ "L'istessa imagine e intento dell'lmpe- 
nttore sao padre, conformissirao di oarne et 
di fdccia et Uneameute coq quella bocca et 
labro pendente piU dall altto et con tutte 
raltre qualita del Imp. ma da minor sta- 
tara "— Michele M8. 

«Michele Jfa and Badovaro MS. — "II 
labro di sotto fl^rosso che gli desdice al quanto 
—front grande e bella, grocchi di color 
cdeste et assai grande," etc. etc. 

» "Porta labarba corta, pontuta fe di pelo 
blanoo et biondo et ha apparenza di fiamengo 
toa altiero perche sta su le maniere di Spag- 
naolow"— Badovaro MS. 

* Badovaro MS. 

* "Ma non goarda ordinariamente chi 
ne?otia et tien gli occhi bassi in terra." — 
Badovaro MS. 

* " Si come la natura ha &tto Sua M. di 
ojrpo debole coal Vh& fktto al quanto d'auimo 



timido— et quanto a?li effetti dello tompe- 
ranza elle eccede nel mangi-.ire qualitii di cibi, 
spetialmente iutomo il pasticci." — ^Badovaro 

" e pastlace doglie di stomaco e dei 

fianchi."— Ibid 

" spessissimo sotto posto alio dolori 

di stomacho." — Giov. Michele MS. 

^ Godolaovua. De Abdicationo, etc. p. 640. 

sGachard. Anal. Belg. 81-102. P.Bor,i.3. 

» Bor, i. 3, 4. Pont. Heut. xiv. 836-338. 
Godelaevus, 640, 642. 

w Pont. Ileut. 336. — The historian was pro- 
sent at the ceremony, and gives a very full 
report oC the speeches, all of which he heard. 
His imagination may have assisted his me- 
mory in the task. The other reporters of the 
comicirs harangue have reduced this patho- 
logical flight of rhetoric to a very small com- 
pass. u Pont. Heut., ubi sup. 
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jedSf jaid ocmdiided with, a Iremeii- 
dovm, but euperiuouA, exhortslicin to 
Philip on the neceasitj oi mamtamiDg 
thfi Catholic religion in its purity. 
After thiA long lut^^ngiie, which has 
h&&a fylly reported bj soTeral histo- 
rlMLA who were preaect at the cere- 
mony, the coimeillor pxoceeded to read 
the deed of cee^on, by which Philip, 
alrc<^ Eorereign of ^tcily, Na|»lesE, 
MOaii, and titular King of England^ 
France, and Jerusdem^ now received 
all the duchiee, marquisates^ earldoms, 
baromes, cities, tovm^^ Aud caHtlea of 
the EuT^undian property, includLng^, of 
course^ the BeYente«Ti Neihcrlandfi,* 

AjB De Bnixellea ftmshedj there was 
a buEZ oi admiratioii tbronghout the 
sseembly^ miDgled with murmuTB of 
regret, that m the preiseDt great dan- 
ger upon the &*OQtie» from the belli- 
gerefnt King of Ftanoe and hiH warlike 
and reettefifi nation, the proTincea 
flhoiild be left without their ancient 
and pui&SEUit defender.^ The Emperor 
then rose to his feet. Leaning on his 
crutch, he beckoned from bis ^leat the 
peTBonage upon w^ho^e ana he had 
leaned aa he emteredHhe halL A tail, 
luindsome youth of twenty- two came 
foiwsrd — a man whose name from 
that time forwaid, and ^ long s& hia- 
toiy shall endure, haa been, and will be» 
more famlliaf than any other in the 
mouthH of Netherlandem. At that 
day he had rather a BQuthem than a 
German or Flemish appearance. He 
had a Spaniiib cast of featured, dark, 
weil chhjeMed, and BymmetricaL Hia 
head was small and well placed upon 
hia ahouldere. Hia hair w^a^ dark 
brown, aa were also his mouetoche and 
peaked beard Hfa forehead waa lofty^ 
epadouf^ and already prematurely en- 
graved with the amdoiiie linea of 
thought Hii eyes were fuH, brown^ 
well opened^ a^d eipreaaive of pro- 
found rejection.' He waa dressed in 



The Riie qflFie I>utch EeptMie. 
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1 G*>ddlaav\tfi, HO, 041. 

* P«oit. Hent. xiv. 33S, »qq. 

■ Tb« mott t&tififiiclDiy partimlt «f the 
Priucft durtng the oarlj- i-nrt of h|a cftreer, is 
one beloiagitig t** iha private coiJt.H:tlou of th* 
lata Kiiiff of Ildliaiicl, WUUam IV,, u% thus 

* AiMlogifl 014 UtfenM d« ts*i Uioatn 



the magnlBccnt apparel for which I 
Ketherlandero were celebFated 
all other nations^ and which th« i 
mony rendered neoeeaairy. HIb pr»^ 
Bence being CiQuaidered indiflpensable 
at this great ceremony, he hnd been 
ffumnioned but Tecftntly from the < 
on the fronti^ where, notwithatand 
ing hii youth, the Empei¥>r had 
pointed him to comnmnd hi« an 
in chief against »uch antagonists 
Admiral Coligny and the Ihio 
Hevera,* _ 

Thus supported upon h^s criitclT 
and upon tJte aLonlder of William 
of Orange,* the Emperor pnjceeded 
to address the states, by tbe aid of 
a dosely-written brief which he held 
in hi^ hand.^ He reviewed rapidly 
the progresfi of events from his seven* 
tecnth yew up to that day. He iq>oke 
of his nine expeditions into Germany^ 
vix to Spain, seven to Italy^ four 
France^ ten to the Netherhuidaj 
to England, aa nmny to AMcas, and ^ 
hifi eleven voy^ea by aea. Hcske 
hia varioua wara, victoiiei, and treatii^ 
of peace, sa^uring hia hear era that i 
welfare of hie siibjectB &.nd the i 
of the Roman Catholic jneiigion 
ever been the leading objects of hia 
life. Aa long aa Ood had granted hij 
health, he continued, only enensiti 
could have regretted that Charles wqi 
hving and reigning j but now tbafc 1 " 
strength waa but vanity, and life faj 
ebbing away^ hia love for biti dominim 
hiB affecti(M for hia Bubjeets, and his 
rcgajd for their interests, required I ' 
departure. Instead of a decrepit mi 
with one foot in the grave, he piv _ 
lented them with a sovereign in the 
prime of life and the vigour of health. 
Turning toward Philip, he obeen-e' 
that for a dying father to beq\ieath i 
magnificent an emj^ire to hisison waa| 
deed worthy of gratitude^ but tj 
when the father thus descended to i 



Prince GulUaume, Pnaca d'Qmiige.- 
viw^ IfiSl, pp. ti9, 30. »1. 

* "Suivoiws WituT, etJti poda fte^nna. c 

ob imljecilMtfitem s^piDUip »ifiLfftJ4 hqmn 
Qttlielnii NassauYU, JLuriiiotli priodpin*^ 
Font, fieut S^S. 

* '* Et UKjntbranula eanim 4uio ad i 
turn rofeiTe Htatqiasel ^aplte coiitiiDezite i 
Koriaui a^juvanji."— ClodmaQVUS, <?4S. 
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gnTe before his tiine, and by an antici- 
pated and living burial sought to pro- 
Tide for tiie welfare of his realms and 
the grandeur of his son, the benefit 
thus conferred was surely far greater. 
He added, that the debt would be paid 
to him and with usury, should Philip 
conduct himself in his administration 
of the proyinces with a wise and affec- 
tionate regard to^eir true interests. 
Posterity would applaud his abdication, 
should his son prove worthy of his 
bounty; and that could only be % 
living in the fear of Gkxl, and by main- 
taining law, justice, and the Catholic 
religion in all their piuity, as the true 
foundation of the realm. In conclu- 
sion, he entreated the estates, and, 
thimigh them, the nation, to render 
obedience to their new Prince, to 
maintain concord and to preserve in- 
violate the Catholic faith; begging 
them, at the same time, to pardon him 
all errors or offences which he might 
have committed towards them during 
his reign, and assuring them that he 
should imceasingly remember their 
obedience and affection in his every 
prayer to that Being to whom the 
remainder of his life was to be dedi- 
cated.1 

Such brave words as these, so many 
vigorous asseverations of attempted 
perfonnance of duty, such fervent 
hopes expressed of a benign adminis- 
tiMion in behalf of the son, could not 
but affect the sensibilities of the 
audience, 'already excited and soft- 
ened by the impressive character of 
the whole display. Sobs were heard 
throughout every portion of the hall, 
and tears poured profusely from every 
eye. The Fleece Knights on the plat- 
form and the burghers in the back- 
ground were all melted with the same 
emotion. As for the Emperor himself, 
he sank almost fainting upon his chair 
as he concluded his address. An ashy 
palfi|e88 overspread his coimtenance, 

1 Pont. Heut. xiv. 888, 839. Godelaevug, 
MM42. Gachard. Anal. Belg., 81-102. Coin- 
pne Bor, i. 4, 5; Van Meteren, i. 16; Fam. 
Stnda de Bello Belglco (Rom. 1653X i. 9, 7. 

' Font. Hout. Moteren, ubi sup. 

SGodelaflvu8,642. «Ibid. 

•Ibid. Pont Hcut 840. Hotereu, i. 16. 
Bor,l5,6. 
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and he wept like a child.' Even the 
icy Philip was almost softened, as he 
rose to perform his part in the cere- 
mony. Dropping upon his knees before 
his father's feet, he reverently kissed 
his hand. Charles placed his hands 
solemnly upon his son's head, made 
the sign of the cross, and blessed him 
in the name of the Holy Trinity.* 
Then raising him in his arms he ten- 
derly embraced him, saying, as he did 
so, to the great potentates aroimd him, 
that he felt a sincere ' compassion for 
the son on whose shoulders so heavy a 
weight had just devolved, and which 
only a life-long labour would enable 
him to support.* Philip now uttered 
a few words expressive of his duty to 
his father and his affection for his 
people. Turning to the orders, he sig- 
nified his regret that he was unable to 
address them either in the French or 
Flemish language, and was therefore 
obliged to ask their attention to the 
Bishop of Arras, who would act as his 
interpreter.* Antony Perrenot accord- 
ingly arose, and in smooth, fluent, and 
well-turned commonplaces, expressed 
at great length the gratitude of Philip 
towards his father, with his firm deter- 
mination to walk in the path of duty, 
and to obey his father's counsels and 
example in the future administration 
of the provinces.* This long address 
of the prelate was responded to at equal 
length by Jacob Maas, member of the 
Council of Brabant, a man of great 
learning, eloquence, and prolixity, who 
had been selected to reply on behalf of 
the states-general, and who now, in the 
name of these bodies, accepted the 
abdication in an elegant and compli- 
mentary harangue.^ Queen Marv of 
Hungary, the " Christian widow ' of 
Erasmus," and Regent of the Nether- 
lands during the past twenty-five years, 
then rose to resign her office, making 
a brief address expressive of her affec- 
tion for the people, her regrets at leav- 



•Gachard. Anal. Belg., ubi sup. Pont. 
Heut. Bor, ubi sup. Godelaevus repoi-ts 
the bishop's speech in six folio columns, of 
the most flowiug commonplace. De Abdicat. 
642, sqq. 

TIbid. Ibid. 

» Het Leveu Van Dcsiderius Ei-asmus. 
Nederl. Monuen eu Vrouwon, i. 274. 
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ing them, and her hopes that all errors 
which she might have committed dur- 
ing her long administration would be 
forgiven her. Again the redundant 
Maas responded, asserting in terms of 
fresh compliment and elegance the 
uniform satisfaction of the provinces 
with her conduct during her whole 
career.^ 

The orations and replies having now 
been brought to a close, the ceremony- 
was terminated. The Emperor, lean- 
ing on the shoulders of the Prince of 
Orange and of the Count d© Buren,* 
slowly left the hall, followed by Philip, 
the Queen of Hungary, and the whole 
court; all in the same order in which 
they hafl. entered, and by the same 
passage into the chapel.' 

It is obvious that the dtama had 
been completely successful It had 
been a scene where heroic self-sacrifice, 
touching confidence, ingenuoils love of 
duty, patriotism, and paternal aflfection, 
upon one side ; filial reverence, with a 
solemn regard for public duty and the 
highest interests of the people, on the 
other, were supposed to be the predo- 
minant sentiments. The happiness of 
the Netherlands was apparently the 
only object contemplated in the great 
transaction. All had played well their 
parts" in the past, all hoped the best in 
the times which were to follow. The 
abdicating Emperor was looked upon 
as a hero and a prophet. The stage 
was drowned in tears. There is not 
the least doubt as to the genuine and 
tmiversal emotion which was excited 
throughout the Assembly. " Cajsar's 
oration," says Secretary Godelaevus, 
who was present at the ceremony, 
" deeply moved the nobility and gen- 
try, many of whom burst into tears; 
even the illustrious Knights of the 
Fleece were melted." * The liistoriaA, 
Pontus Heuterus, who, then twenty 
years of age, was likewise among the 
audience, attests that "most of the 
assembly were dissolved in tears; 
uttering the while such sonorous sobs 

1 Pont. Heut., Godelaevus, Bor, Meteren, 
ubi sup. 

3 Godelaevus, 646. 

» Oachard. Anal. Belg. 

* "Comraovit ea Caesaris oratio Procoros 
et multi in proftiriasimas eruperunt lacUiy- 
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as compelled his Csesareon Majesty and 

the Queen to cry with them. My own 

face," he adds, "was certainly quite 

The English envoy, Sir John 



wet. 

Mason, describing in a despatch to his 
Government the scene which he had 
just witnessed, paints the same picture. 
" The Emperor," he said, " be^^ed the 
forgiveness of his subjects if he had 
ever imwittingly oroitted the perfor- 
mance of any of his duties towards 
them. And here," continues the en- 
"\^, *'he broke into a weeping, where- 
unto, besides the dolefulness of the 
matter, I think, he was moche pro- 
voked by seeing the whole company 
to do the lyke before ; there beyng in 
myne opinion not one man in the 
whole assemblie, stranger or another, 
that dewring the time of a good piece 
of his oration poured l^ot out as abun- 
dantly teares, some more, some lease. 
And yet he prayed them to bearewith 
his imperfections, proceeding of his 
sickly age, and of the mentioning of so 
tendeT a matter as the departing from ' 
such ik sort of dere and loving sub j ecta." • 
And yet what was the Emperor 
Charles to the inliabitants of the 
l^etherlands that thev should weep 
for him ? His conduct towards them 
during his whole career had been one 
of unmitigated oppression. What to 
them were all these forty voyages by 
sea and land, these journey ings bade 
and forth from Friesland to Turns, 
from Madrid to Vienna ? The interests 
of the Netherlands had never been 
even a secondary consideration with 
their master. He had fulfilled no duty 
towards them, he had conunitted the 
gravest crimes against them. He had 
regarded them merely as a treasmy 
upon which to draw ; while the sums 
which he extorted were spent upon 
<)easeless and senseless wars, which 
-^ere of no more interest to them than 
if they had been waged in another 
planei. Of five millions of gold dkiu* 
ally, which he derived from au his 
realms, two millions came from these 

mas etiam illustres aurei Velleris equites."*^ 
Godel. 642. » Pont. Heut. xlv. 886-^891 

• Extracts from this despatch are given by 
J. W. Burgon, Li/e and Times of Sir ITumat 
Oresham, a work which contains Tarioos di>> 
cuments, both rare and important. 
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industrious and opulent provinces, 
while but a half million came from 
Spain and another half from the 
Indies.! ipi^e mines of wealth which 
had been opened by the hand of in- 
dustry in that slender territory of 
ancient morass and tkioket,' con- 
tributed four times as much income 
to the imperial exchequer as all the 
boasted wealth of Mexico and Peru. 
Yet ihe artisans, the farmers, and the 
merchants, by whom these riches were 
produced, were consulted about as 
much in the expenditure of the im- 
posts upon their industry as were the 
savages of America as to the distribu- 
tion of the mineral treasures of their 
BoiL The rivalry of the houses of 
Habsburg and Valois, this was the 
absorbing theme, during the greater 
part of the reign which had just been 
BO dramatically terminated. To gain 
the empire over Francis, to leave to 
Bon Plulip a richer heritage than the 
Dauphin could expect, were the great 
motives of the unparalleled energy dis- 
played by Charles during the longer 
and the more successfid portion of his 
career. To crush the Reformation 
throughout his dominions, was his 
occupation afterward, till he aban- 
doned the field in despair. It was 
certainly not desirable for the Nether- 
landers that they should be thus con- 
trolled by a man who forced them to 
contribute so largely to the success of 
schemes, some of which were at best 
indifferent, and others entirely odious 
to them. They paid 1,200,000 crowns 
a-year regularly; diey paid in five 
years an extraordinary subsidy of eight 
millions of ducats, and the states were 

^ " Di tutti questi Suoi Rogni ha sua M. 
dnqae millioni d'oro d'intrata in tempo di 
pace, cio6 mez della Spa^^na, moz dalle Indie, 
nno da Milano et da BicOia, un dUro di Fian- 
dra et dalii patti 6a««i un aXtro." Relazione 
dd CI. M. Mich. Suriano. MS Bib. de Bourg., 
Ho. 12, 871. 

"Le rendite de B. M. fdolli paesi basfsi) 
mo al presente da un milli^u'e et 150 scudi 
—ma in poco pili da cinqnO anni vengono 
ad haver contnouito i Fiammenghi di stra* 
ozdinario quasi otto millioni d'oro e tutto 
il peso si fuo dir vien portato dalla Fiandra 
Bnbantia^ Olanda e Zelanda." — Badovaix) 
MS. 

' fiadovoro estimated the annual value of 
batter and cheese produced in those mea- 
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roundly rebuked by the courtly repre- 
sentatives of their despot, if they pre- 
sumed to inquire into the objects of 
the appropriations, or to express am 
interest in their judicious administra- 
tion.' Yet it may bo supposed to 
have been a matter of indifference to 
them whether Francis or Charles had 
won the day at Pavia; and it certainly 
was not a cause of triumph to the 
daily increasing thousands of religious 
reformers in Holland and Flanders, 
that their brethren had been crushed 
by the Emperor at Miihlberg. But it 
was not alone that he drained their 
treasure, and hampered their industry. 
He was in constant conflict with their 
ancient and dearly-bought political 
liberties. Like his ancestor Charles 
the Bold, he was desirous of construct- 
ing a kingdom out of the provinces. 
He was disposed to place all their 
separate and individual charters on a 
Procrustean bed, and shape them all 
into uniformity, simply by reducing 
the whole to a nullity. The diffi- 
culties in the way, the stout opposition 
offered by burghers, whose fathers had 
gained these charters with their blood, 
and his want of leisure during the vast 
labours which devolved upon him as 
the autocrat of so large a portion of 
the world, caused him to defer inde- 
finitely the execution of his plan. He 
found time only to crush some of the 
foremost of the liberal institutions of 
the provinces in detail. He found the 
city of Toumay a happy, thriving, 
self-governed little republic in all its 
local affairs ; he destroyed its liberties, 
without a tolerable pretext, and re- 
duced it to the condition of a Spanish 

dows which Holland had rescued from the 
ocean at 800,000 crowns, a sum which, mak- 
ing allowance for the diflFerence in the pre- 
sent value of money ftt)m that which it bore 
in 1567, would represent nearly eight mil- 
lions (MS. Relazione). lu agricultiu-e, com- 
merce, and manufactures, theNetherlanders 
were the foremost nation in the world. The 
fabrics of Arras, Toumay, Brussels, Louvain, 
Ghent, Bruges, were entirely unrivalled. 
Antwerp was the great commercial metro- 
polis of Christendom. " Aversa," says Bade- 
varo, "e stimata la maggiore piazza del 
Mondo— si pu5 credere quanto sia la somma 
si afferma passare 40 millioni d'oro I'anno, 
quelli che incontanto girano." 
* Postea. Qranvelle's Complaints. 



iSO Tli^ like of the Butch MfpuUlc, 

or Xtilifln prorrincial town.^ Hk me- 
tDonible ehaetisemfrnt of Ghent far 
having dared to oasert it& antcient 
nghta of eelf -taxation J, ia Eiifficieutly 
known to the world, and haa "been 
alrea^lj narrated at Jeingth, * IdMij 
other instances might be adduced, il it 
were not ti siiperHuoiia tank, to prove 
that Charles Wfl^ not only a political 
despotj but most arbitrary and cruel 
in the exercise of his deapofcisia. 

But if hie ^ins agninst the Netber- 
lands had been ocly thoee of fiimticl'd 
and ptilitical opprijaaion^ it would he &t 
least conceivable, although ctJrtaialjr 
not comiii^tndable, that the inhabitants 
fihould have regretted his departure. 
Biit them are far darker oiimes for 
which he atanda arraigued at the bivr of 
history, and it is indeed ptrange that the 
man who had committed them i^ould 
hav6 been permitted to speak Mb lore- 
well amid blended pkudtta and teEVrs. 
His hand planted the Inciuieltion in 
the Netherlands. B^ifore his day it is 
idle to say that the diaboUcal institu- 
tion ever had a place there. The 
iBolated cases in which inqiitfiitors hiid 
exercked fimctions proved the abseinee 
and nrit the pretsence of the aysteni, 
tmd will be dLscussed in a later chap- 
ter. Charles introduced and orgajiised 
a Papal Inquisition, fiide by side with, 
those torrihle ^^ placards ** of his inven- 
tion^ whieh constituted a masked In- 
quisition even more cmd than that of 
Spain. Tiie execution of the eystem 
was never permitted k? lan^juiah. The 
number of Nethcrlaudars who were 
bumedj strangled^ beheaded, or burieil 
sJivep in obedience to his edicts, and for 
theoflencea of reading the Scripturea, of 
]ooki»g askance at a graven image, or 
of ndieuling the actual presence of 
the body and blood of Christ in a 
wafer* have been plae^ aa high as one 
hundred thousand by distinguished 
authontieei, and have rarely been put 



1 ExtTnitfl dea Regislres dea Ccmfinttx dfl 
Tounmy, UTS-l.'JSl. pai-. M* Giichat^ (Unix- 
cllefl. li^ti), pp. i-ia. 

' Inti-DduiitiQn to this work. 

^ " Nam pmet aimJfieLitn hoTnimim nnn 
minttM €tKtvLUi miUia, vx niid teut^ititm iiu 
iwifisH inccndimn hoc BiuiRiiiiio i-o#tUi(i>^ir 
timtu multLtudu pair Belg imtu Jufliim'uxcirttt, 
ut imbllca intttrdum Bupptictn qupties insfg- 
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at a lower mark than fifty thousand,'! 
The Venetian envoy Navigero 
mated the victims in the provincea o£ 
Holland and Friesland alone at thirty J 
thousand, and this in 154*i/ ten ye 
before the aMkationj and ^ve befoi 
the promttlgatlon of the hideous edict* 
of 1550 I 

The edicts and the Inquimtion were | 
the gift of Charles to the Ketherla 
in return for their wasted treasure and! 
their constant obedience. For this, 
his name deserves to be handed down. ^ 
t<J eternal infamy, ntit only throughout 
the Netherlands, but in every land 
where a single heart beats for poHtiesij 
or religious freedom. To eriidieat4 
these institutions after they had beoiil 
watered and watched by the care of 
hia snooesBorr was the work of an 
eighty years' war, in the course of 
whkn EulILions of liYes wer« saerifiGed 
Yet the abdicating Emperor had sum- 
moned hia faithful estat-es around him, 
and stood up before them in Ms im- 
perial robes for the last timej to tell 
them of the affectionate regard which 
he had always borne them, and to 
mingle his tears with theirs. 

CoiUd a flingle phantom have risen 
from one of the many thoustind graves 
where human beings had been thmat 
alive by his decreet perhaps there migh 
have been sin answer to the queatio 
propomided by the Emperor amid 
that piteous weeping. Perhaps iq 
might have told the man who aake 
hia hearers to be forgiven if he " 
over unwittingly offended them* tlia 
there was a world whore it was deemi^ 
an offence to torture, strangle, bun 
and drown one's iuiiocent fellow-cri 
tares. The usuid but trifling ex^ 
for such enormities CiUinot be pleade 
for the Emperor. Charlea was no 
natitx The man whos^ armies mcke 
Rome, who laid his sjEicrilegioua hiind 
on Christ*^ vicegei-^nt, and kept T 

nior reuB^ aut utrnciorqa cniciAtua Kdltlnna 
ijupodiraiitur/'— Uugoids Qruiii Aiiniil,, lilhrn 

i. 17 fAinst iflsa;. 

* Rclaxiono di 01. Benmi-tlo Na^ljifcin IWdl 
Corresp*i.ndtii(!i3 of Charlcwtlnu FtHli* by Weft 
W. Bradford (London, Ibi/Ul v- ^n. DtjuW 
loss thueo^ ■tiLtifltJca u-o mj^uuMmtc; but th 
veiy cxnggcnitioti indbtUOdi tUu wlwU 
chazucter of the rmiaBacrGfl, 
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infallible head of the ChurchlEt prisoner 
to serve hia own political ends^ was then 
no bigot. He believed in nothing, 
Bave that when the course of his im- 
perial will was impeded, and the inte- 
rests of his imperial house in jeopardy, 
pontiffs were to succumb as well as 
Anabaptists. It was the political 
heresy which lurked in the restiveness 
of the religious reformers under dogma, 
tradition, and supernatural sanction to 
temporal power which he was disposed 
to combat to the death. He was too 
shrewd a politician not to recognise the 
connexion between aspirations for re- 
ligious and for political ireedom. His 
hand was ever ready to crush both 
heresies in one. Had he been a true 
son of the Church, a faithful champion 
of her infallibility, he would not have 
sabmitted to the peace of Passau, so 
long as he could bring a soldier to the 
field. Yet he acquiesced in the Re- 
fonnation for Germany, while the fires 
for burning the reformers were ever 
blazing in the Netherlands, where it 
was death even to allude to the exist- 
ence of the peace of Passau. Nor did 
he acquiesce only from compulsion, for 
kng before his memorable defeat by 
Maurice, he had permitted the German 
troops, with whose services he could 
not dispense, regularly to attend Pro- 
testant worship perform^ by their 
own Protestant chaplains. Lutheran 
preachers marched from city to city of 
the Netherlands under the imperial 
hanner, while the subjects of those 
patrimonial provinces were daily suf- 
fering on the scaffold for their noncon- 
formity. The influence of this garrison- 
preaching upon the progress of the 
Beformation in the Netherlands is 
well known. Charles hated Lutherans, 
bnt he required soldiers, and he thus 
helped by his own policy to disseminate 
what, had he been the fanatic which 
he perhaps became in retirement, he 
— « 

* " Ha Sua M. in tuttl i suoi ragiona- 

loenti et lOti esteriori mostrate haver la fede 
catt in somma osservanza, et in tutta la vita 
na ha udita la messe ogni giomo et gran 
tempo due et hora tre— — et le prediche nei 

rrui solenni, et in tutte le oose le feste 
la quadragesima et alle volte vesperi et 
altri divini officii ek hora si fa ogni giomo 
l^Sgera la bibbia et come ha usato di con- 
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would have sacrificed his life to crush. 
It is quite true that the growing Cal- 
vinism of the provinces was more 
dangerous, both religiously and politi- 
cally, than the Protestantism of the 
German princes, which had not yet 
been formally pronounced heresy, but 
it is thus the more evident that it was 
political rather than religious hetero- 
doxy which the despot wished to sup- 
press. 

No man, however, could have been 
more observant of religious rites. He 
heard mass daily. He listened to a 
sermon every Sunday and holiday. He 
confessed and received the sacrament 
four times a-year. He was sometimes 
to be seen in his tent at midnight, on 
his knees before a crucifix with eyes 
and hands uplifted. He ate no meat 
in Lent, and used extraordinary dili- 
gence to discover and to punish any 
man, whether courtier or plebeian, who 
failed to fast during the whole forty 
days.^ He was too good a politician 
not to know the value of broad phy: 
lacteries and long prayers. He was 
too nice an observer of human nature 
not to know how easily mint and cum- 
min could still outweigh the " weigh- 
tier matters of law, judgment, mercy, 
and faith ; " as if the founder of the 
religion which he professed, and to 
maintain which he had established the 
Inquisition and the edicts, had never 
cried woe upon the Pharisees. Yet 
there is no doubt that the Emperor 
was at times almost popular in the 
Netherlands, and that he was never as 
odious as his successor. There were 
some deep reasons for this, and some 
superficial ones ; among others, a sin- 
gularly fortunate manner. He spoke 
German, Spanish, Italian, French, and 
Flemish, and could assume the cha- 
racteristics of each coimtry as easily 
as he could use its language. He could 
be stately with Spaniards, familiar 



fesarsl et communicarsi ogni anno quatro 

volte e quando alia si ritrova al lugol- 

stadt et avicinata al exercitio degli protes- 
tanti, fu vedvta mezza notte nel suo padi- 
glioue in ginocchioDi avanti un crocifisso cou 
le mani quinte et la quadragesima innanu 
fece una dUigenza etiiXMrdinaria per intendtre 
chi nelle corte ma^jnava came," etc. etc.— 
BadovaroUS. 
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with Flemings, witty with Italians. 
He could strike down a bull in the 
ring like a matador at Madrid, or win 
the prize in the tourney like a knight 
of old; he could ride at the ring with 
the Flemish nobles, hit the popinjay 
with his crossbow among Antwerp 
artisans, or drink beer and exchange 
rude jests with the boors of Brabant. 
For virtues such as these, has grave 
crimes against God and man, against 
religion and chartered and solemnly- 
sworn rights, have been palliated, as if 
oppression became more tolerable be- 
cause the oppressor was an accom- 
plished linguist and a good marksman. 
But the great reason fop his popu- 
larity, no doubt, lay in his military 
genius. Charles was inferior to no 
general of his age. " When he was 
bom into the world," said Alva, " he 
was bom a soldier," ^ and the Emperor 
confirmed the statement and recipro- 
cated the compliment, when he de- 
clared that " the three first captains of 
the age were, himself first, and then 
the Duke of Alva and Constable Mont- 
morency." ^ It is quite true that all 
his officers were not of the same opi- 
nion, and many were too apt to com- 
plain that his constant presence in the 
field did more harm than good, and 
" that his Majesty would do much 
better to stay at home.*** There is, 
however, no doubt that he was both a 
good soldier and a good general. He 
was constitutionally fearless, and he 
possessed great energy and endurance. 
He was ever the first to arm when a 
battle was to be fought, and the last 
to take off his harness.* He com- 
manded in person and in chief, even 
when surrounded by veterans and crip- 
pled by the gout. He was calm in 
great reverses. It was said that he 
was never known to change colour 
except upon two occasions; after the 

* " Poro acuerdoscle 2i V. E. quo os hijo de 
tal piulro. qui en nncicndo en cl mundo nacio 
solatido/*— Carta del Duque de Alba al S. 
Don Juan do Austria. Douumentos ineditos 
para la Historia de Espafia, vol. iii. 273-283. 

* Brant6me. Homines Illustres et Grands 
Capitiiines Estranprers; art. jCharles V. 

sRolaziono di B. Xavi^ro-Kipud Brad- 
ford Correspondence, p. 450. 

* " E poi aversi voluto trovar pro- 

sonte alle vero e oesoro stato U prime ad 
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fatal destruction of his fleet at Alters, 
and in the memorable flight from 
Innspruck. He was of a phl^matic, 
stoi<»l temperament, until shattered 
by age and. (Ksease ; a man without a 
sentiment and without a tear. It was 
said by ^Kmiards that he was never 
seen to weep, even at the death of his 
nearest relatives and friends, except 
on the solitary occaaioB of the departure 
of Don Ferrante Gk>n2aga from court* 
Such a temperament was invaluable in 
the stormy career to which he had de- 
voted his life. He was essentially a man 
of action, a military chieftain, " JPray 
only for my health and my life,** he 
was accustomed to say to the young 
officers who came to him from every 
part of his dominions to serve under 
his banners, "for so long as I have 
these I will never leave you idle; at 
least in France. I love peace no better 
than the rest of you. I was bom and 
bred to arms, and must of necessity 
keep on my harness till I can bear it 
no longer."* The restless energy and 
thft magnificent tranqviillity of his 
character made him a hero among 
princes, an idol with Ms officers, a 
popular favourite everywhere. The 
promptness with which, at much per- 
sonal hazard, he descended like a 
thunderbolt in the midst of the Ghent 
insurrection; the juvenile ardour with 
which the almost bedridden man arose 
from his sickbed to smite the Protes- 
tants at Muhlberg ; the grim stoicism 
with which he saw sixty thousand of 
his own soldiers perish in the wintry 
siege of Metz ; all insured him a laige 
measure of that applause which ever 
follows military distinction, especially 
when the man who achieves it happens 
to wear a crown. He combined the 
personal prowess of a knight of old 
with the more modem accomplish- 
ments of a scientific tactician. He 

armarsi et ultimo k.spogliarsi ha dimostrato 
in somma d'esser gran capitano d'effetU 
grandi," etc. etc. — Badovaro MS. 

* " Ho da Spagnuoli sentito che na 

per alcun accidente di morte di congionta di 
sangue no dj gi'an ministin suoi cari e stata 
veduta piangerc, so non alia partita dolle 
corto di Don Ferrante Oonzaga.'' — ^Badovaro 
MS. 

* Brantdme. Grands Cnpltainos; art 
CharlQiB Quint. 
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could chaige the enemy in person like 
tbe mosfc brilliant cavaliy officer, and 
ha tiMMrougfaly understood the arrange- 
montB of a campaign, the marshalling 
md victualling of troops, and the whole 
irtof setting and maintaining an army 
inthefield.1 

Tety though brave and warlike as 
the most chivalrous of his ancestors, 
Ckithic, Burgundian, or Suabian, he 
wu entirely vnthout chivalry. Fana- 
tidam for the faiih, protection for the 
(^pessed, fidelity to friend and foe, 
mg^tly loyalty to a cause deemed 
ncred, the sacrifice of personal inte- 
rests to great ideas, generosity of hand 
and heart; all those qualities which 
unite with courage and constancy to 
make up the id^ chevalier, Charles 
not only lacked but despised. He 
trampled on the weak antagonist, whe- 
ther burgher or i>etty potentate. He 
was false aa water. He inveigled his 
foes who Irusted to imperial promises 
by arts unworthy an emperor or a gen- 
tleman.* He led about the unfortu- 
nate John Frederic of Saxony, in his 
own language^ '' like a bear in a chain," 
leady to be slipped upon Maurice 
Aodd "the boy" prove imgrateful. 
He connived at the famous forgery of 
the prelate of Arras, to which the 
Landgrave Philip owed his long im- 
prisonment; a villany worse than many 
for which humbler rogues have suf- 
fered by thousands upon the gallows.^ 
The contemporary world knew well 
the history of his frauds, on scale both 
^ colossal and minute, and called him 
familiarly " Charles qui triche»"* 

The absohite master of realms on 
which the sun perpetually shone, he 
was not only greedy for additional 
dominion, but he was avaricious in 



1 " Ella ha ^measosi adimprese non solo 

perioolose a difficile ma <^e tenerano doll 
impoBsibile— ma nel sostenerli ba roostruto 
gnu intelljgenza e nel fare appnxeochio delle 
cose degli eserciti, nell ordine di metier ^li 
iotieme, vecksigli mardnro, fkr le battaiie 
fimte." etc etc.— Badovaro MS. 

'"In TobuB agoiidis tractaudisque," says 
one of his gfrcatost contemporary admirers, 
"iimnlator egn^us. fidei uborioris, privatl 
eonnnodi porquam stodioeus, atqiie nt uno 
vetho dicam alter avns maiemus Ferdiuandus 
Catholiciia."— Powt Heut xiv. S4Ca. 

* Do Thou, Histoire Univcrsello (Londres, 



small matters, and hatod to part with 
a hundred dollars.* To the soldier 
who brought him the sword and 
gauntlets of Francis the First, he gavo 
a hundred crowns, when ten thousand 
would have been less than the custom- 
ary present; so that the man left his 
presence full of desperation. The 
three soldiers who swam the Elbe, 
with their swords in their mouths, to 
bring him tho boats with which he 
passekl to the victory of Miihlberg, 
received from his imperial bounty a 
doublet, a pair of stockings, and four 
crowns a-piece.* His courtiers and 
ministers complained bitterly of his 
habitual niggardliness, and were fain 
to eke out their slender salaries by 
accepting bribes from every hand rich 
enough to bestow them. In truth, 
Charles was more than anything else 
a politician, notwithstanding his gigual 
abilities as a soldier. If to have 
founded institutions which could last, 
be the test of statesmanship, he was 
even a statesman; for many of his 
institutions have resisted the pressure 
of three centuries. But those of Charle- 
magne fell as soon as his hand was 
cold, while the works of many ordinary 
legislators have attained to a perpetuity 
denied to the statutes of Solon or 
Lycurgus. Durability is not the test of 
merit in human institutions. Tried by 
the only touchstone applicable to go- 
vernments, their capacity to insure the 
highest welfare of the governed, we shall 
not find his polity deserving of much 
admiration. It is not merely that he was 
a despot by birth and inclination, nor 
that he naturally substituted, as far as 
was practicable, the despotic for the re- 
publican element, wherever his hand can 
be traced. There may be possible good 

1784X i. 267, 699.--Comi)aro Groen Van Prin- 
stcrer. Archives ct Corrcspcmdanco Inedite 
de la Maison d'Oranpo Nassau (Leide. 183.S), 
t. v., 6a, 65, 66. E. H. Pfeilschmidt, Vor 
Droihundert Jahren. BlUtf or der Erinucnmqf 
an Kurfttrst Moritz Von Sachsen (Dresden, 
1852), p. 10. Vide Postea. 

*Braut6me; art. Charles Quint. 

» "Ad alcuni della corte di S. M. ho inteso 
dire ella haver paruto natura tale cho nel 
dare cento scudi ha considf-rato tro^po minU' 
tamente," etc. — Badovai*o MS. 

* Badovaro MS. 
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ill despotisms^ Si@ there la uften much 
tymmiy in democracy. Tried, how- 
©v^erj flccoi^mg to the etandArd by 
which all guyeruRienttt mny be mea- 
eared, those kwa uf truth and divine 
juisfclce which all Christiim n^tion^ re- 
GOgMfi£j and which aire perpetual, whe- 
ther rccognlfied or notji we shall &nd 
little to venerate in the life work of 
the Emperor. The iatereats of hi* 
family, the s&citrity of his dynasty^ 
these were Ms end and sum. The 
happiness or th^ progre&a of hi^ people 
never litrtiiBhed eveti the indirect mo- 
tives of hit! conduct, and the result 
wafi a bafiied policy and a crippled and 
hj^krupt empire at last. 

He knew meUj, especi(d]y he knew 
their weakneaeeSj and he knew how to 
turn the^m to accounts He knew bow 
much they would h&irj and that little 
little grievancea would eometimefi in- 
flame more than vast and dehbetate 
injustice. Therefore he employed na- 
tives miiioly in the auboi'dinate offices 
of hia various state&j and he repeatedly 
warned his succeesor that the haugh- 
tiness of Spactiajtls^ awd the incompa- 
tibility of their cliamcter with the 
Memiflh, would be productive of great 
difficulties and dimffcra-i. It waa his 
opinion that men might be tyranniHed 
more intelligently by their ovm kin- 
dred* and in thi^i perhaps he waa rights 
He wafl indefatigable in the diacharge 
of biiaiiiess, and if it were poaaible that 
half a world couJd be aditdniBtered aa 
if it were the private property of an 
individual, the task woidd have been 
perhapeas well accomplished by Charlca 
as by aay man. He had not the al> 
Kudity tif auppoEiiig it poesible for him 
to attend ki the details of eveiy indi- 
vidual affair in every one of his 
realms; and he tberefore intm&ted the 
stewardahip of all eijecialitietJ ttj his 
various miniBters and ^enbs. It was 
hm buiiinesa to know men and to deal 
with affairs on a large ecale, and in 
thifi he certtijiily was auperior to his 
Sucoeasor, His correapondenise was 

1 Apalo{rl« d*Orftiigi!, 47» 4«. 

p. *+&. 

* ** ^oufl aiTdna pHrrlu," wmto Ilia Erapti^ 
im ^ FhU^, ou tiiu older GrmiveUa'a iksalt^ 
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uminly in the hands of Granvelle i 
elder, who an^ysed lettera recciv© 
and frequeatly wrote all but the \ ' 
natures of the answers. The 
mioiater usually poeeeased the imperial 
ear, and farmed it oij^t for his own 
benefit. In all this there was of course 
room for vast deception, but the Em* 
peror waa quite aware of what ww 
going on^ and took a phOosophic view 
of the matter as on inevitable part ul_ 
his svfttetn** Granvelle grew 
mouHly rich under his eye^ by 1 
en the imperial favour and sparing 1 
Majesty much trouble. Charles sa.^ 
it all, ricUculed his peculaiionSj bu 
called him his ^* bod of down," ' 
knowledge of human nature wsw, hc^ 
eyer^ derived &oin a c(»iteiiiplation 
mainly of Its weakneaaeSj and was 

, therefore one-aided. He was often 
deceivedj and made many a fatal 

, blunder, shrewd pohtician though . 

I waa. Ho involved hiinaelf often 

I euterpriaes which could not be honou 
able or pro^table^ and which in£loi 
damage on Mb greatest interestiL 

I often offended men who might hail 
been useful friends, and conve 
aliiea into enemiea, *" His MajertyJ 
said a keun observer who knew 
well* " hafi net in Ma career shewn 1 
prudence which was necessary to ] 
He haa offcen offended those who 
love he might have conciliated, con-^ 
vert^ frlendfi into enemies, and let 

I thoae peri ah who were his moat faith- 
ful partisana."* Thua it must be 
acknowledged that even hia boa^t 
knowledge of human nature and 
power of dealing >inth men was rat] 
superficial and empirical than the ] 
gift of genius. 

Hie personal liabits during 
greater pa it of bis life were tho«ie i 
an indefatigable soldier. He could i 
main m the aaddle day and nightj i 
endure every haiiMiip but hun^ 
He was addicted to vulgar and mis 
hineous incontinence.* He waa 
enormous enter. He breakfi4sti»l 

"un bfiu lit d(j ropos.*''— l*fjm VKrmti\ 
Metn&irsfi pour aon-ir ^ )'li;|dtcnnj tin T 
de arnitvtJUa (Paris, Yim, L 1430» 

*iJ^dt.varoM3. 

** et b itato no pli^ueri ronsr^ dli 
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on a fowl seethed in mUk oMd 

wiiJi sugar &nd spic^^ After 

I be went to sloep again. He dined 

^bA twelve, partakiDg aJways of twenty 

dialled. Be eupp>ed twice : at firat, 

mxm difter iretiper^j, ^ntl the aecoDd time 

at midnight or one o'clock, which meal 

WBj;, pcxhs^pfl^ the mo^ solid of the 

After mejkt he iite a great quon- 

^ pofitty and dweetmeatff, and he 

1 eTsrj repagt b j vast draughts 

' and wine. ^ Hia Ht<jiiDa<i'hjp ori- 

[Ij a wonderful one^ succumbed 

' forty yeara of such laboura. His 

but not Ma appetitej began to 

he c^impbined to his major 

that all his food woa insipid* 

ply is, perhapa, amoDg the raont 

celehr^ted of facetiic. The eook oould 

do nothing more nnlesa he serred bie 

"Isj^ty a pasty of wiitchea. The allu- 

to the Bmperor'^B passion for bo- 

' lology waa received with great ap- 

ttUasck Charles ^' laughed longer than 

!m waa crer known to laugh beforei 

vd all the eomiiers (of course) laughed 

a« totLg a& bis Majesty. ' ' * Tlie suceefis 

\ d io Bctry a jest would lead one to 

iuppOBfi that tba fooling wae less ad- 

liair%hle at tb© imperml court than 

I Dome of ibe recorded quipt of Tribau- 

I ki wonid lead ub to mippoaa 

The tmnafer of the other crowns 
KrM dignltari^ to Philips waa aoeum- 
[ pluihed B month afterwards in a quiet 
I Hisaner.' Spain, Sicily, the Balearic 
|hiuir1i4^ America, and other portions 
of the glf^Wj were made over without 
I Hkife display than an oTdmary dovath 
' mm§. The Empire occasioned 
liCmiie difficulty. It had been already 
li^^ed to Ferdinand, thai Ms brother 
I was to reoign the imperial crown in 
Ilk isTour,, and the symbole of aoye- 
JTe^ty were accordingly transmitted 

IlKLpamta TolubtS tn isgni parte dovo bI "h 
wimntii, &m donne di gmtido et anco di 
|]i«cola ctmditioueL'*— Biwovap) MS. 

it flao t)l tempo the dla |iarti di Fitmdm par 

^"" la ttifttrtarm sy^Uftto cha a1la tjiti, 

i tiTiB Gu^tola di psgtoehi, Cnpponfj 

^, gijccGLfG e fip&tlarie, dopo 11 qnalo 

I a, iikpos&te. A mar^o giorno desla&va 

irluffeA d^TivELDd^, 6 poco di pi? vospm 

^T% et ad unn hnm di BCtte Be 

k 1 <K!iia, ma^aiido cose tutte da 

[ huimirjri groBai e vieooaL^'^Bjitio- 
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to him by the hand» of William of 
Orange.* A deputation, moreover* of 
whioh that nobkman^ Vice-Cbancellor 
Beld, and Dr Wolfgaug Haller, were 
the cbiefe, waa despatched to signify 
to the electors of the Empire the step 
which had been thus reaolved upon. 
A delay of more than two years, how- 
fiTer, intervened! occasioned partly by 
the deaths of three electors, partly by 
the war which ao aoon broke cut In 
Europe, before the matter was formally 
acted upon.* In February 1553, how- 
ever, the elet^tors having been assem- 
bled in Frankfort, received the nbdica^ 
tion of Charles, and ji^niceeded to the 
election of Ferdinand.* That Em- 
peror WQ8 crowned in March, and im- 
mediately despatehed a legation to the 
Pope to apprise him of the fact. No- 
thing wa& Ibsa expected than any op- 
position on the part of the poQtiff. 
The qnendaue dotard, however, who 
then sat in St Peter s chair, hated 
Charles and aU his race. He accord- 
ingly denied the validity of the whole 
transaction, without sanction previ- 
ously obtained from the Pipe, to whom 
all ^a'ownfl belonged. Ferdinand, after 
listening, through hie envoys, to much 
ridiculous dogmatism on the part of 
the Pope, at last withdrew from the 
diacuBaion, with a fonnal protest, and 
waa firflt recognised by Caralfa a suc- 
ceaaor, Pius IV*' 

Charles had not deferred his retire- 
ment tdl the end of these disputes 
He occupied ^ private house in Brus- 
sels, near the gjite of Louvain^ itntil 
Aii^aist of the year 155G* On the 27th 
of that month J he addressed a letter 
from Ghent to John of Osnabruck, 
president of the Chaml>er of Spiers, 
stating bis abdication in favour of 
Ferdinand, and requesting that in the 

vuro MS. Coraparo KaTlforo, liaLasLono^ 
apud Bradford, p. 3G5. 

* *'^ una nuova vivuidji di pasttcd di 

oiologli, 11 cbu moose h quel tnugglor q plu 
hingo rmo cftt mai Jia ttato m Iti cb coat 
riftrro mdU di «tfltflr«/* etc otc^Bwlovam 
MS. 

■ GodelsQvus^ 645, sqq, Yssk MBteroo,, L 
17, Bor. i, e, eqq, 

* Gt>delaevus, m^, sqq. Tout UmL ilr. 
645, sqq, Mttyroii, 17. 



* GrjdQlaevua, Mfi, Bqq. 
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iDterim tlie iAm« {>bedieuc6 might be 
rendered to Ferdinand, aa cotild have 
l>eeii jielded to himflclf.^ Ton dnys 
liiteTji he oddi'eased a letter to tho 
eeti^tea of the empire^ stating the sojne 
fact; and on the I7th September 
155Bj he Bet aiiil from 2^lan(l for 
Spain.' These dehiys and dii£cidtiea 
ocoaaionediAoiiQieroUeonoeptioiiH. Maciy 
■persons, who did uofc admire qd abdi- 
oatioDj which othere^ on the contrary, 
eeteeiiied aa &n a^t of uuexanipled 
imLgnanimity, stoutly denied that it 
was the inteiatioii of Ctuirles to re- 
tmiiiic^e the Empire, The Veti&tian 
envoy informed his GoTerument that 
Ferdinand was only to be lieutenant 
for Charles, under strict llmita^Uons, 
and that the Em|ieror wan to reiume 
the government so soon eb bia health 
would allow.' The Biehop of Antsa 
;vnd Don Juaji de Hanrique bad both 
assured Mm, he said, that Ch&rlee 
woiild notj on any acooimt, definitely 
abdicate.* Mannque even asserted 
that it wa« a mere hroe to believe in 
any auuh intention.' The Emperor 
ought to remain to protect hia son, by 
the Teaources of the Empire, ogamst 
France, the TurfcB, and ihe heretics* 
Hie very ahodow wae t^rible to l^e 
Lutherans;,* and hia form might be 
expected to rise a^ain m stem reality 
from its temporary gra.T& Time has 
shewn the falsity of all tbeae imagin- 
ings; but viewa thus maintained by 
those in the best condition to know 
the truth, prove how difficult it was 
for men to believe in a tnmsaction 
which was then so estraordinary, and 
bow little consonant it waa in their 
eyes with true propriety. It was ma- 
ceiSffiUfy to ascend to iha times of Dio- 
cletian, tg find an example of a ainiiliw 
abdication of empire, on ao deliberate 
and estensive a scale, and the great 
English historian of the Roman Em- 
pire has compared the two acta with 
each other. But there seems a vast 
difference betw^een the cmm. Both 
enip<irorii were difetiofpiished soldiers ; 
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1 GodciftiiYuj^ a^L 

* Ibid. 646. Hf^q. 

* BAduVAm. 
*IbkL 

* '' - — cho 6ra csQsa di butla a crederlo,' 
—Ibid, 



both were merciless persecutors of i 
f^oeleas Christians ^ both excha 
unbounded empire iar absylute seolt| 
sion« But Diocletian w£ls boi^ in th 
lowest abyss of human degradation — 
the slave and the eon of a slave. For 
snob a mao^ after having reached thfi 
Mghest pinimcle of human greatn€4% 
roluntonly to deacend from puwer, 
seems an act of far gn^t^r mngi: mi 
mity than the retreat of Charles. Eum 
in the purple, having exercised un- 
limited authority from his boyhood, 
and having worn from hia cradle ao 
many prowns and coronets, the Qe^ 
nian Emperor might well be supposed 
to have learned to estimate them at 
their proper value. - Contemporary 
minds were busYj however, to discover 
the hidden mokvee which could have 
influenced him, and the world, even 
yet, has hardly ceased to wonder. Toj 
it would have been more won" 
considering the Emperor*s 
hod he remained. The end 
crowned the work; it not anrv 

ably discrowned the workman. 

earUerj and indeed the greater pait of 
his care^, had been one unbroken pre- 
cession of triumphs. The cherlahad 
dream of hia grandfather,' and of hia 
own youth,* to add the Pope's tripla 
crown to the rest of the hereditary 
poaaeasions of his family^ he had ia^ 
deed been obliged to resign, fie h»d 
tfjo much practical Fleansb aenee to 
indulge long in chimefaB;, but h? I '1 
achieved the empire over foniii-] . ■ 
rivals, and he Had BUCceBsively 
only conquered, but captured 
every potentate who had arrayed ] 
self in anns against him. 
and Francis, the Dukea and 
graves of Clevca, Hesse, Saiony, i 
Brunswick, he had bound to his c ' 
wheels ; forcmg many to eat the bri 
of humiliatiou and captivity, durmg 
long and weary years. But the 
eluding portion of hia reign had i 
versed all its previoiti gloriei, 
whole career hatl been a failure. 

• " PftveisilQ ioro chc wil o rombra suji ^ 
da Lutaruiii tenitita."'^Ibid. 
' Ititmduutioii to tbiB work. 

Oliartofl Qiiint. Buyli}, I>kL Hist- ot C 
art. CbATles Qwit. 
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been defefttedf after all, in most of 

& pro j ects. He hod hun;i bled FraDfii% 

but He my hnd moat ttigTi4ULy AVCDged 

fii^ther. H^ liful trampled upon 

tiilip of Uesee imd Frederic of ^axon^f 

it had beeD reserved for one uf 

Gem^n race, wbich he olLirac- 

afl, '^' dreamy,, druiikeD, and in^ 

of injtrigue/* to outwit the 

fha hod outwltt^ till the worlds 

» drive before him, in ignotuim' 

fligiit. the conquemr of tiie na- 

la. The Genuati lad who hiul 

ti€d both wiu- aiid disuskuuktioti in 

» <murt and coinp of him Vfha was 

nd a maat'er of both artd^ 

ned to eclipe$ hi« teacher 

> moet aoguitt theatre of Chria- 

itn. Absorbed at InDBpruck 

the daliberaitiGiifi of the OTrent 

Cbarlee had not heeded the 

at muttenngB of the tempest 

woe gB^themi|^ around hini, 

ISliiie be was prepjLriqg to crush for 

ever the Protestant Cbiuch, with the 

annn whii:^ a bench of biehopB were 

iorging, h> I the rapid and deflperate 

Msumce, with kn^ r^ bct^ird iitreiktii- 

mg like & meteor in the wind, daahmg 

!hrou|^h the mouiitain pa^aes^ at the 

bead of his Laiicers — arguments mortr 

cotiyincing than all the dogmriA of 

Gnmvelle I Dis^uia^d as ao old woman, ^ 

the Eimperor had attempted, on the 6tb 

April, to escape in a peasant's wjiggoo, 

feno Imisixruck into Fhmders, SaYed 

fur the ttme by the mediation of Fer- 

d;tirind, he had, a few weeks later, 

^lit^T his trnapa had been defeated by 

^buriee at Futtit?n, a^ain filed at mid- 

fiiuiit of the ^2d May, almost un- 

i-id, sick in body and soul, in the 

^f Ihtinder, lightmng, and rainj 

iSt JUpine paaeee from 

^Winthia. Hie pupil 

j^iiLi.LLc... .4^ eaeape, only because^ 

i bie (jfwu lan^iage, "' for such a bird 

hud no eonVBoient cage^"* The 

t[pri««^Ded priuces now owed their 

tioTi, not to the Emtperor's de- 

^gpcy^ but to his panic. The peace of 



M ♦^^^iij £ikri])lU:h<3f<. mtuj aagt, riO^ar lu 
tmcht,*"— PftoileohiQldt Vtn- l>rci- 

-fltr otuefl floiohen Voijel,'' BSkgto 
ler keiticiti Kiaif."— rMkuhiEiidt^ 



Poaiau, in the following August^ cnnshed 
^e whole fabric of the Empensr's toil^ 
and laid the foundation of tho rri> 
testant Chin-eh. He had smitten the 
Frotestauts at Miihlburg for the last 
time. On the other hand, the man 
who had dealt with Rome as if the 
Pope, not he, had been the ^ofisal, wiia 
compelled to witneas^ before he de- 
ported, the insolenee of a pontiff who 
took a Bpeciol pride in insulting and 
humbling kk hoxMe, and trani^iHng 
upon the pride of Chjirlgs^ Philip, ai;d 
Ferdinand. In France, l^o, the dia- 
astrons siege of Metz had taught hna 
that in the imperial sodko the fktal 
sign of Canoer had been reached.- The 
tigtire of a crab, with the words '^ plus 
citra^'^ instead of his proud motto of 
^' ulus ultra/* scrawled on the waUs 
where he had resided during that dis* 
mai epoch, avenged more deeply, per* 
haps, than the jester thought^ the 
previous mififortimea of FiTiUce.* The 
Grand Turk^ too, Solyimm the llagni- 
^ceut, pcig^eesed most of Hungary, and 
held at that moment a fleet ready to 
sail again^ Naples, in co-opcmtioii 
with "fie Pope and France.* Tbua the 
Infidel, the Proteatant, and the Holy 
Church were all combined together to 
Qnah him, Towardij all the great 
powers of the earth he stood, not in 
the attitude of a coaqueixtr, but of a 
dieappointed, baJfled, defe^ited poten- 
tate. MoreoTcr, he had been foiled 
long before in hiti earnest attempts to 
Beeure the imperial throne for Philip. 
Ferdin&nd and MaximiliMi had both 
iittjutlj resisted his arguments and hia 
blandishments. The father had repre* 
sentod the slender patrimony of their 
branch of the faauily, compared with 
the enormous herlt^age of Philip j who 
beingi after all, but a man^ and en^ 
dowed with finite powers, might sink 
imdor BO great a pressure uf enipire aa 
his father wished to provide for him.* 
Maximilian also assured hie uncle that 
he had as good an appetite f4:»r the 
crown as Philip, and could digest the 



* HiatoJro du Due d'Albe, L 3^& (t^d. Piris^ 
i&QSl * Co-brer-i, i* B2. 

B " — ^ PrindpotD FkUippitni homiiicm 

{^ptutiiqij,ii iantuia huniuciuu)." — PoiiU 
Heut, JLii 301* 
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di^itj quits OS easily.^ The 'aoiij too, 
for wfiotn tbd Emperor yrm thus aoli- 
citou% had already, before tb« abdicft- 
tion, repaid hiM a§ection witli ingrskti- 
tude. H6 had tmned out all Ms 
Other's old officialB in Milan, and hi^ 
refused to TMit him at Bnissekp till 
Qesiued aa to tha amount of ceremo- 
nial respect which the new-mad© kin|^ 
was to receive at the h^ids of hia 
father." 

Had the Emperor continued to Hye 
and rdgn, he would have found him- 
bgH likewise engaged in mortal com- 
bat with that great religioua movemeut 
in the Ketherbndfl^ which he would 
not have been able mauy years longer 
to suppreas, and which he left aa a 
legacy of blood and fire to hia auccea- 
aor. Bom in the aome year with his 
century, Cbarlea was a decrepit, es- 
hauled man at fifty-five, while tliat 
glorioua age, in which httmunity was 
5cj buret for ever the cerements in 
which it had ao long been buried, waa 
but awalening to a eanaciouane^ of 
its fltrcngth. 

DiBappointod in hia BchetneSj broken 
in Ms fortunes, with income antici- 
pated, estatea mortgaged, all Ms affaire 
in oonfofiion ; ftiiling in mental powere, 
and with a conatitxition hopelesaly 
ehattered; it was time for him to 
retire. He ahewad hia keennesa tu 
recogcifling the facjt that neither his^ 
power nor hia glory would he increased, 
ahould ha lag aupetfluciiB on the i^tage 
where mortification instead of applause 
waa hkely to be his portion. His frame 
waa indeed but a wreck. Forty yeara 
of unexampled gluttony liad done their 
work- He was a viotim to gout, siethma. 
(^rspepsia, graveL Ho waa crippled in 
the neck, arniB, kneea, and handa. He 
waa troubled with chrr>nie cutaueoujg 
eniptiona. Hia appetito remainefl, 
while hia stomach, unable longer to 
perform the ta^k still imposed upon it, 
o^jaaioned him conntant sulTering. 
Phymologiata, who know how impor- 
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tant a part thiw oT^u plays in 
afl^irs of Hfe, will p^*hapa eee in this^ 
physical oonditdoo of the Emperi^r tk 
sulicient exphma^tionj if explanation 
were required, of hia descint from the 
throne. Moreover^ it is well known 
that the resolution to abdicates hefoi 
hie death had been long a a^ttta 
scheone with him. Ithad bc^n forma 
agreed between himaelf and the En 
pre«a that they ahould ^p&rate at i 
approach of old agej and paai the ! 
malnder of their lives m a oonvend i 
a monaatery. He had^ when com- 
paratively a yormig man, been struck 
by the reply made to him by an i 
oMcer, whose reasons he had 
for, earnestly sohciting permiasion 
refcirB fi^m iJie imperial service. It 
waSj said the veteran, that he m^t 
put a little i^jace of religious iwnti 
plation between the active portion ( 
bi« life and the grave.^ 

A similar detennlnationi de£i 
from time to time, Charles had 
carried into ezecui^on. Whib he atil 
lingered in firuaaeta, alter hia abdiia 
tion^ a comet appettred, to warn hia 
to the fidfilment of hia purpose,^ 
From fireb to laat, comets and othir 
heavenly bodies were muoh connected 
with hia evulutiona and arrangemenla 
There waa no mistaking the motivci 
with whi ch thia Imninary had preaentsdj 
itaelL The Emperor ^ew very weT^ 
aaya acootompurary German chronicles 
that it portended pestilence and wa 
together with the approntching deati 
of mighty princei. " My fates 
out/' * he cried, and forthwith appUai 
himaelf to haaton the preparationa f 
hia departure. 

The romantic picture of his \ 
phical retiremout at Justo, painti 
Iginally by Sandoval and Sigiiei 
produced by the fascinating 
Strada, and imitated in freqijg 
cession by authora of ev^ry 
country, ia imfortunately but ai 
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fanc^y. Tba inye^igatijotiB of modem 
Iters liaTe entirely thiown down the 
leaftblding on wMoh the airj fabric^ 
ddightful to poeti and momlists, 
po^ed. The d«partmg Emperor 
ds DQ longer io & troiLBpnrencj, 
Tobed in Bhrning gaj*nieDte. Hla traiiE- 
fig\iraiioix i^ iit an end. EFery ociioDj 
altnorrt. every njoment of hia retire* 
ment, actmrately chronicled by tboM 
who ehiired hk solitude^ ba^e beeu 
klaced before our eye«, in the moBt 
'elicitouB martner, bj abk and brilliant 
itera,^ The Emperor, ahom of the 
Mki^ophJc^ robo in which he hod 
coDYentionally arrayed for three 
.riea, ahivera now in the cold air 
ty. 
So fkr from hia having immerBed 
himself in pmf oimd and pioua contem- 
plation, below the miirent of the 
' wta-M'a etTents, his tbouj;;;ht6; on the 
^^Bconiraiy, n^Ter were fur a inotD^nt 
^^Bdiverted from the p[>Iitical eurface of 
^Vthe timeg. He read nottuDg but de^ 
^V ipKtclies ; lie wrote or dictated inter- 
^^ minable ones in reply , a^ dull and. pro- 
' lix a& any whicb ever came from hm 
pem. He manifeBt^d a BucccBslon of 
emotiodu at the course of contempo- 
nsrj afiairs, ais intense and as varied aa 
if the world atUl rented in his palm. 
He was, in ttiitb., eflaentially a man of 
iction. He had neither the taate nor 
talentfi which make a man great in 
istirement. Not a lofty thought, not 
a generous sentimont, not a profound 
ur acute BuggeHtion in hie retreat has 
hem recorded from hia Dpa. The epi- 
puns which had been invented for 
aiEa'hy fabulists, have been all taken 
away, and nothing has been Bubstltitted, 
Hiive a few dtdi jests exchanged with 

^ Stirl tnif. The Clowtor Life of Charle?^ V. 

\ i^sanion, I §53). BakhtiyKflii vim (kn Bnjik, 
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stupid friars. 6o far £rom having en- 
tertained and even espreseed that Ben- 
timeut of religioua toleration for which 
ho was eaid to hare beeu condemned 
as a heretic by the InquisLtion^ and for 
whicb Philip waa ridiculously reported 
to have ordered Ms father i» body to 
be homed, and hie afibe« scattered to 
th^ windsj,* he became in retreat the 
bigot efi'ectually^ wMch during hia 
reign he had only been conventionally. 
Bitter regrets that he should have kept 
hifl word to Luther, aa if ho had not 
broken faith enough to reflect ujwjn 
in his retiremeut; fttem ftelf-reproivch 
for omitting to put to death, while he 
had him in hh power, the man who 
hod cau£ted all the mi^hief of the age; 
fierce instmotiona thundered frum bia 
reireat to the LnqniHitora to hoaten the 
execution of ail heretics, — including 
particularly his ancient frienda, preach- 
ers and idm oners, CazaHa and Con- 
titantinc de Fuente ; furioua exhorta* 
tioiiB to Philip — as if Philip needed a 
prompter in such a work — -that he 
ahould act himaelf to ** cutting out the 
root of heresy with rigour and nide 
chiietiaement- ^^ — auch exploaion^ of 
aavoge bigotry aa these, alternating 
with exhibitions of revolting gluttony, 
with aurf eits of eardine omelettes, Ea- 
traniadura sausages, eel pies^ pickled 
paHridg€«; fat capons, quince ^rups, 
iced beer, and fl^ons of llhenisb, re- 
lieved by copious drot^ightfi of senna 
and rhubarbj to which hia horror- 
atrickcn doctor doomed him as h& ate 
■—compose a spectacle leaa atti-active to 
the imagination than the aucient por- 
trait of the cloiBtered Charles. Un- 
foftunately it Is the one whicb wan 
painted from life. 



And ill whk'b the text of Slgupn^n, and of 
the t%noi;yriiouH tnmi u itiHi>t ■ Mjwovprotl bj M. 
Biikhuyi^mi, In the iftfjft of tba Court of Ap- 
peals at iJruBa^jla, (uv pluoctd. in full bafbre 
thu rcuder^ so far om tlioy bear oii tbo voxed 
queation its to the lialebnitioa by the Empo- 
ror of lilH <>wii olscQuioa, 

'BniUtame, CHuvrei Completes (Piuria, 
1822), 1, 32. 
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Wm p m ii iMje* — Infeaction of the tmce In ItolF'-Cbuwter of ¥tspa Pkul IV.- 

«| Cudlo«l CSu«k£E«— Wttr i«Aimt Sn»m resolved tixwii bf fi»iioe^-C«rop*ig» 

ADiieable Sep of Bs(b»— Peace wiUi the tKniUff--H<Ktt}l|yes on the n^imtcli faoMM^ 
Oal^^iT fiiAea i^ BnQsj^-Sacka Lenji^-PhiGp in Englaiul — Qttesu Maiy eiiKiig<ea iP thff 
n-^ralip** uHtTSHonHeil it Givet— Pbrtnit of Ctmnt EgmaDtH-^Tbe F^eh ariD^ 
ttodttr Ool^sqr vad M<a£raoi«ie;y^-8i«g*s ^f fit Qf],eiiti£k — Attempts of tbo oouBtublD to 
vritem tbe c^-'BUtlfl of St Questiu— Hcait^cpfi and ttrnidity of PhiUp— Citf of 8t 
QooAbft t^kea flad awiil^dd— Camtljiued uuJ«ciKion of Fbilip^Bls Army dkbrtiidjed-^ 
&iDpifgii of Che Duke of diiifl&-C>ptan of Calflifr— hitern«rw betwe^ Cardinal da 
locniiie and the Biiib^ of Arrae ISitnt. onvhiiie^oiitf for & 1«apie betineeti Prarico .wd 
ilMBi ngiMet hezefl|r — Luiguid Dooreoiezito of Gttin— fbitiy ^f Doi HiermeA ooi the Fleoijjah 
fivDtiesp— Bittb ^f GT«TdtiQ« — Fqpulfint? of Egmaiit— Knmity of Alva. 



PmiiP the Second h^ reoeiyed the 
i nfT Ba tita re of Milan and the cfown of 
llafilea, {tretionflijto lua marriage witli 
IftAjy Tudor.i- Thf!: imperial erowD he 
had "been obUg^ mach agasn^ Iub 
will, to fofc^. Hie aiididuGhj of 
Austria, with the heraditarr Qennaji 
dependenddM of his fathers ^uailj, 
had heea trMi^f erred by the Emperor 
to hia br^t^er FenSinajid, on the oc&a- 
noo of the tmuriagi) of that prince 
with Aniia, only lister of Kitig Louis 
of Hougary * Ten yeara afterwards^ 
Ferdloai^d \Km^ of Hungary and Bo- 
honia aince the death of Louia, slain 
in 1^26 at the battle of Mohacz) was 
elected King of the Eomans, ^nd 
ateai^y ne^ieed all the entreaties after- 
wards made to him in behalf of Philip, 
to reaign his crown and hia sti(»:e8aion 
to the Empire in faTOur ol hia nephew. 
With the*e diminutiona, Philip had 
now received ^ the dominions of 
his fjbther. He wan King of all the 
Spaniflh kingdoms and of both the 
SicUiee. He was titular King of Eng- 
land, Fmnce, and Jerusalem. He waa 
" Absolute Doamnatotr " in Ama, Africa, 
Mid America; he wsa Duke of Mikn 
and of bi>th Burgundies, and Heredi- 
tary Sovereign of the seventeen 'Nether- 
lands.' 

Thiis the proYiiKTee had receired a 
new master. A man of foreign birth 
juid breeding, not apeakipg a word of 
their lai^gtuge, nor of any language 

* Ibid., j£. ti&. 



which the maes of the inhahitanti 
undeTstood^ was now placed in supreme 
onthority orer ^em* because he re- 
presented, throngh the lemalea, the 
" good *' Philip of Buigondy, who a 
oentujy before had poseesed himself 
by inheritance^ purchase, force, or 
fraud, of the aovereignty in ^ost of 
thcee pnmnoes. It is nee Diary to 
say an introduotoiy word or two coih 
fuming the prrrioua hiatof^ of the luan 
to whose hands the destniy of so mmf 
millions was now intrusted 

He was horn In May 1527, and mm 
now, therefore, twenty-ei^t years of 
age. At the age of stxteeD'he had 
been nnited to his cousit^ Maria of 
Portugal, daughter of John IIL and of 
the Emperor's sister, Donna Catalina. 
In the following year (1544) he became 
father of the cdebrated and ill-starred 
Don Cario&, and a widower.* In 154 
he had made his first appearance 
the Netherhmds. He came thither i 
recoive homage in the -rarious pr( 
Tinces as ^eir futore aofereign, 
to exchange oaths of mutual fidelity^ 
with them aU/ Andrew Doriiv, with 
a fleet of fifty ships* had brought 1 
to Genoa, whence he had passed 
Milan, where he was received 
great rejoicing. At Trent he was md 
by Dnkd Maurice of Saatony, 
warmly begged his interoeiasion 
the Em^ieror in behalf of the 
prisoned Laadgrare of Heese. 

« Cabrera, Lf. 



"boon Ftiillp 'waa gracioiialy pleoa^ to 
iummise^* aod to k^p the pledge m 
iacredly a» most of tli« towb pligbted 
by Hui dtirmg tbii memorabk jear, 
Tlie Duke of AeiTMjhot mcrt him in 
G^TOiany with a regknent of cavalry 
uid escorted kirn to Bni^els. A euni- 
mer woa ^pent m gni^at fofltiTitiefl^ the 
dtiea of the Netherianda vying with 
till other in magtuBc^nt celebrations 
the cOTemonieif by whieh Philip 
succeaaively swote allegiAnce to the 
yajioufi qoOBtittitioiiS; and charters, of 
the provinoe^, and received their oaths 
of future fealty in retuni. Hia oath 
to Bupport ttfi the coiistitutie>nB and 
privileges was without reBervation, 
wliile his father and gtiUidfatber had 
<mly «wom to maintiiin the f::harterg 
fffstlt^ or confirmed by Philip and 
Ch^lei of Burgundy.^ Suapicion was 
disBiniiidd by these indiscriniinate con- 
mmkB^ wlucb hod been resolved 
|ipt>n \fj ihd uiuerupuleuB Char lea to 
uucili;Lte the goodwiE of the p«oplo. 
In view of the pretensions which 
migbt be preferred by the Brederode 
^niily in Hoilandj and by other 
eendantfl of ancient Horereign races 
\ other previncea, the Emperor^ wish- 
ing to kiaure the sueceasion to his 
listers m caae of the deaths of himself, 
FkiUp^ and Don Carlos without isHuo, 
was unsparing in thoae promiBea which 
'\6 knew to be binding only uptm the 
feeaL Philip's oatbs were therefore 
\ reaerre, and the light hearted 
pg^j Brabaatines, and Walloons 
him with open arms. In 
falencieimea thjQ festivitieB whicli atr 
nded luA entmnoe were on a most 
Iforgeotig seaJo, but the "Joyous en- 
Itnaoe " arranged for him at Antwerp 
i['UTi^oled magnificence.* A 
•i the magtstratea and not 
,^iit;rB, *' all attired in oratnojsy 

tlittAfen.Lia. 

'Tiie ruLth which ho tonfc in Hollnind wtis 
^'.^:y ' ■ '■. Li'.+ -"i all the pflvl- 
■ ■ ■ :'■,■■> ■■:', citjqa, &ntn- 
■ • {I:l;- I.,:' i -l^.'Hcal) of the 
.i upd Wcat Pricalaiidi. tf> 
my ttiKiesttjra, {^ihttilta and 
Lnd; and moroovor their 
u^kgest attdrlfc^hts (ge- 
II, \jscmtii?Ti on rticlitTO), 
liich thfly now i^ava ana 
Xhii oniLh in Brabimt wa»^*' To Bup* 
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velvet/' attended by Wkiea in splendid 
livorieSi at^d followed by four thousand 
citijsen soldiers in full uniform^ wtnt 
forth from the gates to re<Simv<i Htm. 
T^venty-eight triiimphEl archcB, whJah 
alone, aocording to the thrifty ehroni- 
cler, had coet 26^800 CarfiJuB guldens^ 
were erects in the diiferent fltreets 
and Hquarea^ and every ixiBnible demon- 
stration of alfecti«>ttate welcome wa« 
lavished ttpon the Prince and the 
Emperor.* The rich and prosperous 
city^ unconscioiia of the doom which 
awaited it in the ^kiTe^ seemed to 
have covered itself with gsrlanda to 
honour tha approach of its masten 
Yet icy was the deportment with 
which Philip received these demon- 
strations of afTcction, and haughty the 
glance with which he looked down 
upon these eshibitions of civic hilarity, 
as from the height of a grim and inac- 
cessible tower* The impression made 
upon the Netherknders waa anything 
but favourable, and when he bad fully 
learned the futility of the projects on 
the Empire which it was so difficult 
both for his father and himself to re- 
sign j he returned to the more congenial 
soil of Spain. In 1554 he hod agtim 
issued from the ^peninsula to marry 
the Queen of England, a privilege which 
his i&itber had graciously resigned to 
him. He was united to Hary Tudor 
at Winchester, on the 25 th July of 
that yeajr^ a.nd if oongemolity of tastes 
ot>uld have made a marriage boppy, 
that union shotdd have been tbHce 
blessed. To maintain the supremacy 
of the Church seemed to hoth the 
maiji object of existence j to e:xccute 
unbelievers, the most sacred duty im- 
posed by the Deity upon anointed 
princea; to convert their kingdoms into 
a heU, the surest means of winning 
heaven for themselves. It was not 

port all the privilepue." etc. otc ; and the 
aanio forrfl, wUhout eondiUons and excop- 
ttoiiB, was udopb&d In the other provlmses; 
wheroAB hie tikthcr ond fffandfather hnd 
ewom onlj to rnaintatn tholiroitod privilcfica 
cninc£^ded hj tho uBiirpkig hotise of £ur> 
[Tnudy, — ViH^o Grot J t ?|fl.k.kJMit Boek, iv. S, 
iiL 20; Blvdo Iiikoinmat v. Filip, a,pud 
MicHa. Nodorl VooTflt, ill. 333; Watreinwr 
VadLT-L Hiat,, iv. 2IJ4-T, add v. SSS-^im. 

* Metsron, L f, 13, 

*Ibid. 
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abrsE^ that Hhe conjunction of two 
isuxh, wonders of siiperetitlon in ^one 
apliere ahould seem portentous in the 
oyw of the English nation. Pbilipa 
mock efforts in favour of c;ertain eon- 
denmed reforraerH, sad his pretended 
interoesBionB in &Yoiir of the Princess 
EUizabethi faoled entlriel j of their object. 
The Parliament refused to confer npon 
him more thim & nominal authority in 
Engknii. His children^ should they 
be bom^ might be £Overeignfi ; he 
i;^^ but hueband of the Queen ; of a 
wom&n who could not atone by her 
shio^ but peevish fondness for him- 
Bcfi, and by her congenial blood-thireti- 
neas towards her euhjects^ for her 
eleven years' Benlority, her deficiency 
in attractions^ and her incapacity to 
make him the father of a Hue of Eng- 
lish monarchs. It almoat ejtotteB com- 
paaaioD even for Mary Tudor, when 
her paesionate eH'brta to inapire him 
with affet'tion are contrasted with hia 
impsasivenefls^ Tyrant, bigotj nmr- 
dereaa though aho waa, she wm sfciU 
woman, and she lavished upon her 
husband all that was not ferocioua in 
her nature. Forbidding prayers to be 
aaid for the eoul of her lather/ halting 
her aister and her people, burning 
bishops, bathing herself in the blood 
of heretics, to Philip she was all mib- 
missiveness and femimne deYOtion* 
It was a moat singular contrast, Mary 
the Queen of England and Blajy the 

1 Bo Thou, 11. 410, 

dl pertona mHgta fit dellcatji— adtisflo cerate 

^i eta — ha gli <K»hi 7ivi olse mduccmo mm 
nolo roTeroDsn mn timore vctbo chi tl mov^^ 
m bencs ia vista moLto corta tion potondo 
kig£:eT^ hq &r oltro te noa ei mette doa la 
vfata vlQiniasima a quaUo chc vpgUa ]eg;g«tFQ 
a h<en djacerm^rfi — hu la vdoe gtfiua et aita 
qiiBssr d'fuytao, M aha qmandoparUi ewnnpre 
eoiitJta gmn pezj^n di laDtAndi^'^Helaxtoue di 
Qmv, Mk-hf)!^ ventito Ambr. d'lnKhiltDrra, 
16S7: M& Hit envoy sum* up tha pewonal 
attTiM^&ri^ i>f herMoJeatybyobaervjnj^ that, 
*^^_ evufj, at licrr pFe»ont axs^ aba 1b not en- 
i^Ly to bo abhorred for ber uj^linecia. witb- 
oiit any re^iord to tjer rank of QiieflD.'* " In 
BOttmiA e dbniiA bonuata na mAi per brvit^sssa 
etlMS in qumtA ota won toriisi<lorato ii f^&do 
dtnginad'eulrsabhorrita."— Aft tbo Vexkd- 
tion^riu exceedingly (fi^jKHi^d to be com pit- 
meutuT, It miiAt ba (xnif^ei^ed thai tbe 
eulogy does not flppear redundant. Com- 
^irv Cabrpra^'*^ la Acgna ixjuiueCla de 
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' ¥dfe of Philip. Small, lean and giekly, 
painfully near-sighted^ yet with an eye 
of fierceness and fire ; her face wrinkled 
by care and e?il jpassiona still more than 
by titne ; with a big man's voice* whtjse 
barghness made thoee in the ne^ room 
tremble ; ' yet feminine in her tastes, 
skilful with her needle, fond of em- 
broidery work, striking the lute with 
a touch remarkable for Hm science and 
feehng, speaking many languages, In- 
cluding Latin^ with fluency iuidgraee;|~ 
most femimne, too, in her con^tlti 
tional sufferings, hyat-erical of habl^ 
shedding flooda of tears daily at Philip's 
coldness^ undiaguified infidelity, mid 
frequent abeencea &om England* — 
ahe olmoflt awakens compasiiont and 
causes a momentaiy oblivion of her 
identity. 

Her subjeetB, atr^dy half maddened 
by rehgious persecution^ were exBB^ 
perated still further by the pecuniary 
burthens which she impoied upon 
them to Bupply tho King's ezigendea^ 
and ehe uuheaitatiiigly confronted their 
frem^, in the hope of winning a smUe 
from him. When at last her chronic 
maladies h.ad assumed the memorabls 
form whieh ^iaused Philip and Mary to 
unite in a letter to Cardinal Pole, an- 
nouncing not the ejected but th^avtatU 
birth of a prince, but judiciously leav- 
ing the date in blank,* the momentoiy 
»atiiifaction and delusion of the Queen 
was unbounded. The false intellige2ic« 

cuerpo^ ^ojca, csjn Tiata corta. en vivoi ojoa 
qtm p{»niaii acjitftmionto— ipuv© — ^mfffiuiwla 
— U Toca gru^aa maa quo de mugtr : " iv. 
210. 

* " E instrutta dt dnquc luij^e— ^uattifo 
d'easl patia— NeUft tatlna fftttia fietnpre * 
Tiuuo conleri^iKiatijche dact con i pf^ipofl 
£be tloae inteudeutiHEdma oLtre I'eBeFcjtio ^ 
lavoraT« d'oj^ in offul floite di ncanns, i 
dolla rau6lcai-^p«uqalmBiite booju- di lu 
cordi et di iiuto— liicanta per la v@lo<sita « 
mono e par la maulem di ^daai^" — MkskL 
M8. 

* Miebek. EelwKiotiB MS.—*' Per riinedla 
uon bnfita indo^lL los fogarst »}me adtesso 
usa coil la lagriiiDB et <sj1 piangore:'* 

* Bur^jTOn (Life «ud TitDea tjf Sir T* 
Orc^haixi) Qommunicatefl tbo letter iW>En I 
State-paper Qf^ce, — *'Wbenciiifl. it ' 
pleased Alinif^bty God of bis uifinite l 
utiw to fldda tinto the great number 
otber bifi banofites bstowod urKin ub tlj 
gladding of ua with Ibe happy cklivme c 
place?* L 171. 
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I the featiyitiea m the 
where people were io 
i to rejoice acakeepholidAj 
anjttuitg. ** The Regent^ beitig in 
Antn^'erj.^" wrote SirThoinoa GreBham 
to the lorde of council, " did caiiae the 
gresifl bell to riuge to give aXi nien to 
understaod that the newi woe trewe. 
The» Qu eeo^'e highness' mere menihaDte 
caused di ouj Inglkhe ahipa to Bhoote 
off with such }0j and triumph ^ i^ by 
melius Arts and pollicey couldc be do- 
Tised— iiaid the BcgcDt sent our Xn^ 
gliahe loarouers one hundred crownes 
to diynke/** If bell-ringing and 
eajmon-firing oould bare given Ktigland 
ft Spanieli soTeretgn^ the d&vi.»utly- 
wiahed oonaummatiimwDuId have been 
re^hed. When the futility of the 
royal hopes could no looger be con- 
cealed, Philip left the coimtiy^ never 
to return till hie war with France made 
him require troops^ subddiea^ and a 
dedaratiou of hostility ea from Bug- 
land. 

The perBonal appearance of the new 
lavereign has di^ftdy been deBcHbed. 
Hia manneF was far from conditio ry, 
Mid in this reep€ot he was the absolute 
lerene of hia father. Upon bis first 
jmimcy out of Spain, in 1548^ into 
I Ilia VjiriotiB domimons^ be had made o, 
most painful impression everywhere. 
"He was tiieagreeable/' saya Envoy 
* SiuiAno, *^ to the ltdiaii% detestable 
Lto tbe Fknilngs, odious to tho Ger- 

The remonstmnceB of the Emperor, 

I sad i>f Queen Mftiy of Hungary, at the 

I imprt-priety of his manners^ had pro- 

i^uced, however, some effect, so that on 

Ilk weddixtg Jonuiiey to England be 



> *' Fa i*f>oij LTT^Ltoa^ Itali^Tilr ingratliHimo 
aFkmcti«rhi eta TudosdiiiKlJcitKiK"— Suriiino. 

* "Euv^ndo pemaquelb JiJteiUsa— cou k 

imlf: uKi I iu [jt ii ua Tfolta di Spogna et irfuad 

** ' ■' io Alio in Spagim per It*- 

i^ I : : :i [idm em stimata superba 

d'4&fm43rt] TO5i(^ut-Dre doll' 

-:■ oamunB opitiltmu ch<3 ella 

L qudk humaQitUt et tuo- 

latutht; tiir ^i jjosaa " — Botdovnro MS. 

• "Si D.imc la nuttira I'lia ttita di corpo 

m^/'— BadQTarQ MBt '*Kmi promette 



manifested much ^^gentlenese and hu- 
manity^ mingled with royal gravity/'* 
Upon thii ooeaAion, eaya another Y^ 
netian, accredited to him^ "he had 
divested hlmaelf of that Spsniah 
haughtiness; which, when be 0rst c^ome 
from Spain^ had rendered him bo odi- 
ous/'* The famous ambassador, Bado- 
vivro, confirms tfie impresaion. ^* Upon 
hia finrt journey/' he aoya, ^^he was 
esteemed proud^ and too greedy for the 
imperial miccosision; but now *tis the 
common opinion that hie humanity 
and modesty are all which o^iuld ue 
desired/'* These humane qualities, 
howeverj it must be obierved, were 
exhibited only in the prefeenoe of am- 
baaaadora and grandeea, the only nipre- 
sentatives of ** humaniiy*' with whom 
be came publicly and avowedly in 
contact. 

He wa« thought deSdent in manly 
energy. He was an infirm valetudin&- 
rian^ aM waa oonaidered ae aluggish in 
character, aa defident in martial ente^ 
prisej aa timid of temperament, as he 
WHS fnigile and sickly of frame-^ It la 
true, that on account of the disappoint- 
ment which he occasioned by hli con- 
trast to his warlike father, be mingled 
in some tournaments in Brussels, where 
be vrm matched against Coimt Mana- 
feld, one of the moat distinguished 
chieftains of the age, and where, sajs 
hk prof eased panegyrist, " he broke hia 
lances very much to the satisfaction of 
his father and aunts/* ^ 

That leiuTLfid and eloquent authoFj 
Estelle Calvetej even filled the greater 
part of a volume, in which he described 
the journey of the Prinoe, with a mi- 
nute description of these fe^sta and 
jousts," but we may reasonably con- 

quellfl grondesm Qb g«i»r&liL» d'ajilmo ct 
rivcflzu dl Bpiiitd clie si con^nengn mi un 
priiiiClfMJ poiento ouroB lut — b lufermu e fxio- 
tudiuiu'if>— da u&tum abbondice nnoUo 1& 
guorra. ot ai^daro oq peraoijj* ne tnid egli vi 
si tidumft m non per gian neoeagltOh**— Ml- 
chole MS. ** La luitura la quM iucliba pin 
iiU& quleta oh' all' esBBrcitio piu nl rjfioso ah* 
al travMlJO." etc— Bmimio MS, 

' "■ Arrojo lo» trofos inuy ctQ*)dto con to- 
ac rja del pufibloy r^i:!^^ del Emp^radtir u de 
luB Reyua3'— Tompl^do sus Isnxaa cou j^- 
lardia i destrcm, affradado^ de iu vaior y 
m^jettad estavmi oo roMtyt^t^padn y iim/*^ 
Cabrara, L 12. 

* V.CabrersijLia, 13. 
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of thmtr tut^tTj fnTphirt ftwsiBliM 
iuiviumlI opmion of uii|ii,<i9Jijdiic«i eoi^ 
tfiat liiQ wwt wt^0«fc * 
of mtci'prwft. H« «i» cvib 
lor m eaJ^Mm wa^ of mii- 

m iham reflfMCk; is M tiw liM of oi- 
B»i ^ditaML Ind be 



of Mm, iremoBklMnd ttet tlAttt ma m 
ti!3ie wlisn «^ai Cbiite tins Hftli wie 
tho^glLt w^^ aad ioflokfiit,^ and were 
wiKiEig to «ecnlie F!ulip s pacific dispo 
nitlffii to h™ l^bttu^ cholic m?*! cule^ 
ache, md lo hk ^Aluer 4 inotdiQate care 
for hiB;! in joolk.' Thsf win looked 
^nAid to tite Mnio f^oa ^ dKNiId 
ykam ffxrtli to tine world at m ooiiqcitfQr 
and ft bera Tbwo, bfiweivr, w«r« 
▼ievB ontortuned bf but few; tb^ 
gHUBfil Hid tbe oofToei opcaioQ, aa it 
profwlf bain^ tbai FbOip bsaAad war, 
would BflWf oflrtam^ aeqtun: 407 p*^ 
ii»l«l diitbicticni ia m& fi«ld, ictid wlieti 
Oilgiaged m bcetiHties would be &pi to 
gslker Ms bmrek at tbe handa of hk 
generals^ latber tban witb bio own 
bworL He was beHeTed to be tba re- 
Tcne of tbe Empercr. Charles wm^t 
grsat eodterpoMiA; PtiMip would aToid 
tltem. Tbe Emperor never rg^railed 
boCon ^xroata; tbe mm wjm Tearar^ 
cautkniap aaapidoua of aU men, aod 
capable of sai^emg a reabn from hs^ 
altation and timidity. Tbe fotbor bad 
a g«tiiD« for tuition ; tbe mm a predilee- 
tion for PBpcae. Cbartes took "all 

1 '^Evikl^TuUipermtMo ^udfiTtatuttkla?* 
^Micbe5& MS. 
t MkVhftfe MS, 

4 Tba ahmswstffr of tttfise apoitBleA, iklways 
confn!^ -1, wrhr-h'. and awkward^ w*a ecime- 
liM. - - nw did tt improve 

ofl ^' ycara^ daily p»£tlE?e 

hi I . j^ nr hen liB received ft 

loiter Uam *^t&uc^ iu lS99t noiratiiDi^ the 
OMOMltiACion 0/ QeruTf Itl., aud st4t»i^ th/it 
"tbnmknnarin wbicli ha luid lieen killed 
wn* that B Jacobin tnonk had flvBii him » 
fvttt4j| nhM in the head" {\a ftifon qtio Vtm. 
dli qti'il & wtti tuli. sa etU pnr un Jocobiii 
""^ ftiy ■ donnl d'un eon dfi ptjtolle dMiA Ia 
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^ bci£ reiierT«d bia j 
Eli OIK It^ wbc^ I 
fl F1ilI]{»i 



IB exfiqctiiig^ 



aa Qoi^y ^ wtmui ] 
^WKBRL 1^ BBdbil tiapwdty, in feuo^ 
nlf was fikcwiae not Yoy b^^dy «^ 
tMaBwd. ^Ka talesta wore, m tmtht 
¥«ry imtfdk belffv nbedioi^ty. Hia 
zBiad waa iDEre^lify bbsD. A potty 
fnaowM for vuiiaiipllfala drfcalh oha- 

In^aabafiiv^be ooold n^itber l^isn 
to UMifiTiiw*, tknr naBdeittaiid tbat one 
ti3a% lM»ia< i » di%«iil, ooiold not be 
asiatt^ acqoaojfted wilb all ih/a pub- 
lie and private aSun of ifty tnilliona 
of otfa^r msDk He wis a ^attoQ of 
wovfc. Bowaabonttowntedespotebeei. 
and to aenwH comaMfrta* upon those 
wbkb ba teeelted. He often reniamed 
at lb# oooneil-boud locn* or five bo\iiB 
al a thoe^ and be HTed m bis cabmet.' 
He gMTe acidieiicea to ambaaadoi? and 
depvtioa very wUHn^, BsteniEig at- 
tentimlj to m tbal wm ttid of bim, 
atml aunweimg m mAmciByllablBSi. ' Ho 
btit S^uuebf ood waa 
!|§ of wat^ but be waa 
lie witb bk pexL He b&t^ 
to oonmae, btit be eoaM write a letWr 
e%bteen pages long, when Mb corre- 
ipotidetit was in iJbe next fooiiij and 
when tbe anbjeci waa, perbapa, 
wMch a znaD of t^ent could have 1 
tied with mM words of his to^giie, 
WYiridf in bia o|»mi<:iii, waa to move 
upon protooola aod apoetiHes, Events 
bid no right to be bom tbrongbout 
bia dominiotjs^ without a preparatory 



t ^ 1 vied the 1 liTioiii 

' iitbemafgiji -vgtlia 

V Jo,*' he obk r Li per- 

haj;id aomc ki^d tytth^m ^Sid ax ivr ' fu^y^j^,' 
it can he uoUdost^leis l»nt hHut which ie fict 
tayta^ but tate, or teyte^ »4 yo« tor 
know •* (qiMEa de »T|rnTwi mAniiia de cu' 
etc, eti?, )^-Gaehiinl. Rapport 1^ M. le ] 
de rinMrieDr^ fireflxOLi to Cotresp, F 
ILj ToL L, xiii , note 1. It t» obvio 
A pereon who mjido such worideifiiT] 
mentaria as thi«, mnd waa hard at 1 
eight or ufee hntifii a-dny ff>r forty y___ 
wouM lojivfl H ptt>digiausqmuat^t^ortiiipub 
hdbed TQAtter r% hit death. 
• Itjchele MB. • Badova^ MS. 



Cftaixteleri^eg, 
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I of kiB obfft^jtrical pediintry* H^ 
ould neyer leara that the earth would 
not test on ita asifl, while he wrote a 
programme of the wjiy it was to turn. ^ 
was fitow En d^nrHr^g* dower in 
commtimc^tlDg his deciiiiont. He waa 
prolix with his pen^ not from affluence, 
but from paucity of ide^. He took 
refuge m a cloud of worda^ some times 
to concesJ Ms meaning'^ oftener to con- 
ceal the absence of any meaning, thus 
mjstif yisgnot onlj otbers but hiuuelf. 
To one great purpose, formed early, he 
adhered iiifleiibly. This* however, waa 
ratheFT an instinct thim an opinion ; 
b<^'^ni with him, not created by him. 
I The idea seemed to eipresa itself 
i thiTiugli him> aud to maeter him, rather 
] than to form one of a stock of eenti- 
I ineiKts which a free ag^^at might be ex- 
[ pect-ed to poBsesB. Although at certain 
tim^, even this inaater- feeling could 
f yield to the pi^aeure of a predominant 
' pelf-interest— thus shewing that even 
[in Pbiljp bigotry w^ not absolute — 
I he appeared on the whole the em- 
Hment of Spanish chivalry awd 
Qjfih religious enthuaiaism^ in its 
I late and corrupted form. Ho was en- 
tirely a Spaniard- The Bui^ndJan 
axtd Anstriaji elements of his blood 
eeemed to have evaporated, and hia 
Tidus werre filleti alone with the ancient 
ardour which in heroic centuries had 
animated the Gothic championa of 
Spain, The fierce enthusiasm for the 
CrcNHS. which in the long internal war- 
fere against the Crescent had been the 
mmanttc smd distinguishing feature of 
the national eharacteTj had degenerated 
into bigotry. That which had been 
I &. nation a glory now made the mo- 
I narch'fi ehamo. The Christian heretic 
waa Ui be regarded with a more intense 
bitred than even Moor or Jew had ex- 
eited ui the most Christian ages, and 
Philip wnji to be the lateat and moflt 
](etfect incarnation of all thia tradi- 
taaj enthiisisam, this perpetual hate. 
Thijjs he was likely to be single-hearted 

* " D© Koning, " saya oue of the moat ppo- 
Bwoiii Htid leamed of tticuleni hlatnriciLl 

^tp^, T ? - 1 ' » " "%f II Tjin dcH B Hti k, * * Pilipo! 
ef If! un hij iich gTitima hoorde 

**«?fi lite mot Kijri bureau, miuir 

tjjii i -I. J rail uL-icii-PStilite hem — Nouit b^eft 
141 begTOfpQn, dat dfi geschiedoni^ olot stiL 



In his life. It was believed that hfa 
ambition would be leaa to ejttend hia 
doniiniotii than to yindicate hm title of 
the Most Oitholio King* There could 
be little doubt entertained that be 
would hOf at least, dutif id to hia &ther 
iu this respect, and that the edicts 
would be enforced to the letter. 

He was by birthj, educatlonj, and 
character, a Spaniard, and that so ex- 
clusively, that the circumstance would 
alone have made him unfit to govern n, 
country so totally different ha habits 
and natinnid fi^ntiments from his native 
land. Ho was more a foreigner in 
Brussels, even, than in England- The 
gay, babbling, energetic, noisy life of 
Flanders and Brabant was detestable 
to him. The loquacity of the ^ethe;r^ 
landers was a continual raproach upon 
his taciturnity. His education hod 
imbued him, too, with the antiquated 
intematipnal hatred of SpaaianI and 
Fleming, which had been strengthen* 
ing in the metropolis^ while the more 
rapid current of life had rather tended 
to obliterate the eentiment in the pro- 
vinces; 

The flippancy and profligacy of 
Philip the Handsome, the eitortion 
and insolence of his Flemiah courtiers, 
bad not l>een forgotten in Spain, nor 
had Philip the Second forgiven hia 
grandfather for havingbeen af oreigner* 
And now his mad oJd grandmother, 
Johanna, who had for years been 
chasing cats in the lonely tower whero 
abe had been so long imprisoned, bad 
just died; ■ and her funeral, celebrated 
with great pomp by both her sons, by 
Charles at Brussels and Ferdinand at 
Augsburg, seemed to revive a history 
which had begun to fade, and to reeafl 
the image of Castiliau sovereignty 
which had been so long obscured in 
the blaae of imperial grandeur. 

Hia education had been but meagra 
In an age when all kings and noble- 
men possaased many languages, h@ 
spoke not a word of any tongue but 



fftond. otn np xyna beaUi^lng t© wnclib^i, 
ma*ir nltous mccnde li'j, dat lio p^bearietds- 
fltn bnnr regt otn te ji^ebaurtiti irei-kneigOu dfrtJr 
sttjuo hand tcckcnSng^ of paTaphe,"' — H«i 
Huwelijk vaa W. Van ataoje mat Aimav. 
Saxwn (A mat. Ism, p. 108, 
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*•'• I WfluriMioMS. 



His emmdl ooniilsfced of fire a^ dz 
llB(«atiish grandees, thti famouii Hiiy 
^omez, then Count of Mcdito, a£ter- 
flFardfi Prince of Eboli; the Duke of 
Alva,, the Count de Feria, tJae Duke of 
L JitBuea ViUa, Don Antonio Toledo, and 
on Juan Kanrique de Lara. Th@ " two 
tltmuts," Bftid SunnnOj '* which iu&- 
rtskin this great mochlDei Mto R117 
0«>m@2 and Alva, and &om th«ir ootin- 
elk dfrpends the govemmMit of hidf 
the world." 1 The two weni ever hit- 
ierly opposed to each other. Inceaaant 
were their bickerings, intense their 
mutual hatci^ degpenite and di^cult 
Lthe dtuaiion of any wsn, whetlier fo- 
teign«r or native^ who had to tnuisvct 
rbufiiiieas with the Govenunent. If he 
r liad ssGUfed the favour of Qomess^ he 
liad ah'eady earned the emnitj of 
Alva. Waa he protected hj the Duke^ 
he wae sujne to be cast into outer dark- 
hy the favourite." Alva repre- 
nted the war portyt Ruy Gome^ the 
cific policy more congenial to the 
beart of Philip. The Bitshop of Arra«^ 
^who in the opinion of the envoye was 
worth them fill for hia capacitj and his 
expenencij, wtw then entirely in the 
background, mrely entering the coun- 
cO except when Bunmzoaed to give 
advioe in affaire of ejttraordinnjy deli- 
cacy or gravity.* He was, however, to 
reappoir mo&t signally in eourse of 
the eircnt» already preparing. The 
I)uki» of Alva, aluo to play bo tren\en- 
doii£ a part in the yet unborn hiHtury 
of the Netherlfindflj was not beloved by 
Philip,* He was eclipaed at this period 
by the fi^iperior influence of the fa- 
^ Touribe^ and his sword, moreover, bo- 
9 oecesaaiy m the Italian campai^ 
I "wlsich waa impendiDg. It ia reniaik- 
l able that it wan a common opinion even 
I At that day that the Duke waa natu- 
(lUyhesitatingandtiniifL* OnewonUl 
bave th ought that his ])reviong victo- 
ries might have earned for him the 

^ "- — Qiieste a&na la eolanne can eKc si 
m imtrt qnciitjt ifnm' nincchiuft, ol dtii doti- 
vTut (ti qiueAtfi dii>undfl il poverno dl moJUEo 
ftumuiOj*' trie. — Ei^uriana MS, 

» Sitriiiiio MS, 

• "Mil tioti ViH tfluto filtnin dcigU ftUri tm 
tmtl UififliTiQ qt|(U:)lo Mod. d^Aniiia snloJ^ — 
UiiAm MS, 

' Mnmm UM. Bodo^aro M3,— '^ II 1^ in- 
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reputation for oom-age and ikilli which 
he moit qnquestionably deaerveti The 
future wu to develops those other 
characteristics which were to make his 
name the terror and wonder of the 
world. 

The f avouritej Ruy Gomce da Silva^ 
Count de Melito, was the man upon 
whose ehonldeTB the great burthen of 
the fltate repoaed He was of a family 
which was originaUy Portugneae. He 
bad been brought up with the King, 
althcHigb ^mic eight years his genior;^ 
and their friendship dated from earlieii 
youth. It waa said that Ruy Gome^, 
when a boy, had beeti condemned to 
death for having etmck Philip, who 
had come betwi^en him aud another 
page with whom he was quarrelling.* 
The Prince threw himaelf paaaionately 
at hifl father's feet^ and implored for- 
giveness in behalf of the culprit with 
such eriei^ that the Emperor was 
graciously pleased to spare the life of 
the future prime miniater.' The in- 
cident was said to have laid the fotm- 
dation of the remarkable affection which 
waa supposed to exiat between the two, 
to an extent never witnessed before 
between king aod subjecL Ruy 
Gomez was famous for hia tact and 
eompkcenijy, and omitted no oppor- 
tunity of cementing the friendship thus 
anapi ci o&ly commenced. Hewasis:aid 
to have particularly charmed hie nias- 
ter^ upon one occasion^ by hypocriti- 
oally throwing up his cards nt a game 
of hazard played for a large stake, and 
permitting him to win the game with 
a far inferior hand.* The King, learn- 
ing afterwards the true state of the 
case, was charmed by the grace and 
self -denial manifested by the young 
nobleman. The oomplaoenoy which 
the favourite subiisequetitly ^cMbited 
in regard to the connesdon which eX' 
iated ao long and so publicly between 
hia wife, the celebrated Princess Eboli^ 



trinsecsmentt] noa onoftvii iJ DuesL^^Bado- 
vara, 

* '*NcH^ffiiQ(rnv" jwijs Badf>vai^ "inoabra 

timidita at litxsi IntelllgHtiKa,"' *'& M 

imuchis&imn cuoro."— MS, ** tropijo 

rcHui'Vivto ot cuuto ct qiiHsi timldo iieU 
iiiiurcsD," ffiiys Surfjiuo, MS. 

* Badtjvnrq MS. ' IWd. 
» Braut6ino ; art. Philippe IL 



smi rblUpj pLaoed bu power npoti an 
impft^Dable tiiiaii^ woA aecurod it till 
hit death. 

At thff j re a ent mcmfteni he ooeoped 
th« thras posts (x£ valet, state ccnmcil- 
lor. aiui finicoe imnMer.^ He drasaed 
mid iindi'^ttieii hid mAfiter, read: or 
tftUpcd him to ^6^, called him in thje 
monuQg, admitted those who were t^ 
ha¥^ priTste oadieneei^ and supenn- 
teoded aU the airangenieiitB of the 
hotuehold.' The rest ol the d&f waa 
deroted to the eDormoiia coiresptm- 
dsQce afid affaiiis of adnmuatration, 
wMch devolved upon him as jQrgt mi- 
niKter of state ajid treoaofy, H« wa^ 
very tgnorost. He liad no experi@nc!e 
or acquirement in the wts either of 
war or peac^j and hi« esi^lj education 
hud he^ limited,' Like hia maater, 
he spoke im> toz^gue hut Bpauifih, atid 
h# had no Htenbturie, He had prepo^- 
■■Ming nmnnexB, a fluent tongue, a 
wloiitng aod benevolent diapoaition, 
Hw eatur^il cafia^lfj for alfaire w&b 
ocsiiiderable, and hia tact waa so pet-- 
fest that he could oonTerBe face to face 
with i:tote«men, doctora^ and geDemLa^ 
upon campaigna, theology^ or juris- 
pnjdence, without betraying any re- 
ltiarkA.ble dt-licieucy He waa very 
lEiduBtiicuiBr eudeavcuriiig to make up 
by hard study for his lack of general 
ktkowledg^, and to snataiti with credit 
the burthen of hie daily f ui^ionfl. At 
the same time^ by the King's desire, 
lie tippeared eonstantly at the frequent 
bunqujetij maaqueradea, toumeyis, and 
f«fltiv|tiBi, for Tvbicb Bruaselfi at that 
«poeh was remarkable. It waa no 
wonder that hifi cheek waa pale, and 
that he ieemed d^ing of overwork. 
Ha diisebarged hia dutioif cheerfullyj 
however, for m the aervice of Fbilip he 
knew no reatv " After God," eaid j&a- 
duvaroj " he knowa no object eave the 
felidity of Im niaater/'* He waa al- 



1 ** * Ha tto caric^ dal satolfsllui- dl 

co}-|x>, dcrl coiui^Ucr dl etato et di ooatotorfi 

' " Hii cum i\\ vujiilpo e fl^polbre mm M, di 
dftfutLr riBllii stia camem, di ftoijnivcdere nllo 
tvj«o (li cjunem— ot intro(luttifiin& deilo per- 

4 i' pcrehA4opo Iddio noti Iiil nJtnJ c>ggietto 



TeaAy, as a tnatteo- of conTse, Terj rich 
haTing been endowed by Philip witf 
prof»erty to the amount of tuenty-alx 
thousand doUare yearly* and the tide of 
his fortunea waa sUU at the flood.^ 

3u(^ were the two men, the master 
and the favourite, to who^ handa i 
deatiniea of the KeiJierlande were na^ 
Intniatcd. 

The Queen of Hungary had reigned 
the office of E^ent of the Netherlauda, 
as haa been Botxif on the occasion of 
the Emperor'a abdieation. She waa a 
woman of maacoliiie character, a ^ ~ 
huntreea befot^ tlie Lord, a oelebnat^ 
horaewomaiij a worl^y descendant 
the Lady Maiy of Burgundy NotwitJ 
atanding all the fine phraser ezc 
between herself and the eloquent! 
at the great ceremony of the 
Ootober> ahe waa, in reality^ much 
teated in the provincea,* and ahe rep 
their aversion with abhorrence, 
could not live among theae people,*^ 
she wrote to the Emperor, but a f^d^ 
weeks before the abdicationt " ersn. aa 
a private person, for it wtmld be im- 
pos£^ible fw me to do my duty tow^jda 
God and my Prinoe. As to govemiug 
them, I take God to witneaii tlist 1 " 
task IB lo abhonent to lue, that I wo 
rather eam m^ dally bread by hib 
than attempt it." ' She added, tluit 1 
woman of fifty years of age, who ] 
served during twenty -five of them, I 
a right to repose, and that ahe 
moreover ** too old to recommiaia 
Ic^m her A, B, C**' The J 
who had alwayi reepeoted her tm 
fidelity with which die had carried on 
Ilia deaigns, knew that it wae hopele 
to oppose her retreat Ab for Philip, 
he hated his auut, and she hated him^ 
— albbough, both at the epoch of > 
abdication and aubaequently, be wai 
desirouB that ahe ahonld adnunister t 
goveromeni^*^ 

* '* Eegina MttriB— dcjnna dl VtdoPBH^tiUL itm 
Odlnta da tropoU." — Badavfti^ MS. f 

470.— " Efc peu» AfDnntir^V. M 

ma vie que do m*y mectro." - . ,.^ 

• '* Et 11 Re di Spflgm* odia loi, et lei Itii.^ 
— narttJvant M^ I 

1* GaabsUTd. Rpttuite ct Mort, etc, L, mL J 
ili Sil, 337, 417, 
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The new R^ent was to be th« Duka 
<Nf Savoj. This wftndermg Mid adven* 
tuiiDiis potentate hsA iLttM;hed hloLBell 

»to Fhilip^a f€rtim«a^ luid hMl been re- 
ceired hy tlie EJiig wiib as muob faTOur 
ft£ he had erer enjojed at the hands cif 
tib^ Emperor. Umaiiuel PhiJil>ert of 
Savoy, iJieu about twenty-six ur aeven 
jeara of age^ waa Uie son of the kte 
imftirtunate dtike, bf Dohilel Beatrice 
<rf Portu^, akter of the Empr^^a. 
fii^ was the nephew of Charley,, and 
jufiist-douam to Phihp, The paTtiaHtj 
" the Emperor for hia mother was 
^ell known^ but the fidelity with which 
^umlj had fo)!o\«^ed the imperial 
se had been prtxtuctive of nothing 
'Imt d£Biut«r to the duko. He had 
been mined in fortune, stripped of all 
his dignities ajid po^esaiona, HLa eon's 
only inheritaDce was hie swoitL The 
young Prince of Piedmont, au be wia 
ciimimonly called in Ma youth, dought 
the cainp of the Emperor, and was re- 
ceived withidlstisguiiihed faTour. He 
rose rapidly in the military serrice. 
Acting alwuya upon hia faraurite 
motto p ** Spoliatis amia supei^unt/' he 
_ liad detrennined, \i possible, to carve 
^bJu£ way to glory, ti> wealth, and esreu 
^Hto Ilia hereditary eatates, by hie ^word 
^Kalone.^ Wax waia not only hia pasaion, 
^Ttnt hia trade, Eveiy one of hii^ earn- 
F paigoB was a speeulatioD^ and he hod 
long dErived a «atla£aotory income by 
pmTihasing diatooguiahed prisoners of 
war at a low price from the ioldiers 
who bad captured them, and wer© ig- 
. norant of their rank,, and by raosomiikg 
I them aiterwarfls at an immense ad- 
■u* This sort of traffic in men waa 
tit in that a^e, arid was conmdered 
Etly honourable* Marshal Stroazi, 
pt Manafeld, ajid other profeasionai 
L»iildierE, derived their main income 
the flydtem." They were uatu- 
clintidp, therefore, to look impar 
upon a state of peace as an 
'tpumtnral condition of ailMns which cut 
off d,] the proStii of their particular 
bnQcli of indnstiy, and condemned 
fbitta to both idleness and poverty. 

3 DRiot6ma. (SaTzeB. L adl, Bqq^ 

' tvui, 

* I** Thou. liL, 11^,, iht. 162, liqq. 



The Duke of Sa^oy bad become on« o| 
the most experienced and suc^cessfiif 
commanders of the age, and an es]>ecial 
favourite with the Emperor. He had 
served with Alva in the campaigns 
against the Protectants of Germanj, 
and in other important fielda. War 
being his element^ he considered peaoa 
as undesirable^ although he could re* 
cognise its existence, A truc'c be held^ 
however, to be a senseless paradox, 
unworthy of the slightest regtud. An 
armisticei such as was concluded db 
the Febmarj following the abdication^ 
w^, in his opinioni only to be turned 
to account by dealing insidiods and 
unsuspected blows at the enemy, some 
portion of whose population migbt re- 
poee ooufideDce in the plighted faith of 
monarohs and plenipotentiaries. He 
had a show of reason for his politit:^! 
and military morali^j for he oidy chose 
to execute the evil which had been 
practised upon him sell Hie father 
had been beggared, his mother hod died 
of spite and despair, he h^ himaelf 
been reduced from the nmk of a sov0^ 
reign to that of a mercenary soldi er, by 
spohations made in time of truce. He 
was reputed a man of very decided abili- 
ties, eoid wasdiBtiuguiflhed for headlong 
bravery. His ra^hjneas and personal dat^ 
iug were thought the only drawbacks 
to his high character as a commander. 
He had many accomplishments* He 
spoke Latin, French, Spanish^ and Ita- 
lian wjth equal fluency, was celebrated 
for bis attachment to the fine arts, and 
wrote much and with great elegance,* 
Such had been Philibert of Savoy, the 
pauper nephew of the powerful Em- 
per<ir, the adventurouB and vagrant 
conain of the lofty Philip, a prinoe 
without a people, a duke without a 
dukedom; with no hope but in war* 
fare, with no revenue but rapine; the 
inmge, in person, of a. bold and manly 
soldier, small, Hut graceful and athletic, 
martial in bearing, "wearing his sword 
under his arm like a corporal,*** be- 
cause an internal malady made a belt 
inconvenient, and ready to turn to 

corto et HifniCQ lOtilbQ, tieOB chiueS i Hur>i pon- 
Bleri et ha fuitia di Cdner cufd qutii chi^ U bouo 
dttti BegretimeTite." — Badovaro Mid. 
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H t ig atq^ fflbit to vBiOpW ii 
tbe vkile v«ikaf Ilk ra^ to 
tiieo|ket«lioii of Ixii vliofe 
too. Tine Emperar anil emraatv^ 
«lid ImI bwa vvtrtog iB lik fiielBne, 
laad wOempM^ m the hat act of te 
re%ii^ to imprafve » p«ae& Buiitwa* 
BfQt ao ^mj to arraii^ a pacsfiestiaii of 
BiuiTpe a« dmnatloiDj as be dioiredf 
in order that be m%ht ^iHier hk robes 
Bhfmt him, ami allow tlw cttrtaiii to 
fiJl upon Ms ereiartfal hintoiy in a 
omd htath of decoruisi and qnieL 
Dtim^ the aatuma and wmter of 11^, 
hoadlitieA had beem lirhiallT' vospeiid- 
ed, aiul latiguld n^gotlatioiiB eiuaed. 
For aereral montliB amuce ooolroiited 
eadi oHijerTllliimt wigaging, Atid difi^ 
QOAtliti fenced ftuiotig them^lTca. with- 
out ftbny palpable nsnlt. At la^ the 
peiMd oo£iiii]iancin«r«, wh<* had been 
BflKinbled at Yivfiellcs Kmc^ the be- 
l^uaiog of the jicar ]S5@i sigDod a 
tr»tj of traoe rather than of pea^^ 
upon the iHh of Febniaij,' It wag to 
he an armistice of fi^e j^ears^ both by 
land and aea^ for Frarace, Spain, Flan- 
denj and ItaJy, tbraugbout all the do- 
minionJi of tho i¥encli and Spamish 
monarehs. The Pope wa« expresilj 
indtidad in tho truee, wMeh was d^ed 
on the part of France bj Admlm Ob- 
ligtiy and S«t.»ai»tkn TAubespme ; on 
that of Sjwiiii, by Cbunt do LaJaui, 
PI 1 , .... 1,, Bniselles, Simon Renard, 
(13 jptiiste ScioeiOf a jnriacon' 

« 1 I'ftia.' Dfiring the prerious 

montb cff Jjec^rmberj howerer, the Pope 
httil coiicliidiid with the French mo- 
tmrch a treaty, by whit:b this fiolemn 
anniJiUc^:! wm rendered an egregious 
farce, \ITliile Uenry'a plenipotentiariea 

i Ite Tlum. ilL H, iqq. Mot<!!iiJii, L IT. 
» iy*L Ibid 
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kid b6eft A^iaf Iker fctli to 1 

■f ni%V ^ ^ iM VTv^^ llia£" 

^id hhI^ 1^ ■* '" ■"' vpco vhicli 
l^ri a Wfll t» Anre the Spaniards 
^rtlidy o^ «t tts llaliaB peninsnla.* 
7^ \^ig vaa to aid th^ pontiff, and, 
ia I«l^^^ «^ to arfte tJinskoa for Mb 

fioQitod ivaiBS of nj%L Wlbee waa 

iMpet How 

rii^y oT Vai 
nil to Imtsil mto a i 

wiile tlte Tmeambh 
gareet «f CSu^itood Hioa bedde thei^ 
witiiliii fma in hk hand f 

For a hrief ligraitliing il>ace, hnwerer^ 
liie oewsof the pacifiicatMHioocadoned 
mtieh joy in the proiinoeB. Hiey r«- 
joieed Cfca in a tCTapotair oeaaation 
of that k^ mesnm of campaigns from 
whkh th«T eooM certainly derirtq no 
adrantai^ aiid in which their part was 
to fnmi^ mon^, soldieiK, and battle- 
fielck; without prospect of bene&l from 
any Tictory, howeTcr brilliant, or anf 
ixmk^f howerer elaborate, Hanufso- 
toiing, f^gricultund^ and oommer^dal 
prcyrlnoeitj filled to the full with indns- 
triftl life, oould not but be injured by 





bdng oonTerted into perpetual oampa. 
All was joy in the NetherlaDdS) while 
at Antwearp, the great oranmeiiclal me- 
tropolis of the proTineaaaDd of Europe 
the T^i^me waa nnbonnded. Oxen 
were roasted whole in th^e pub 
eqiiares; the streets, soon to be 
purpied with the best blood of 
dtizens, r»n red with wine ; a h\u 
trinmphal archee adoroed the pathwayl 
of PhlHp aa he came thither; and a 
profusion of iowera^ altboitgh it waa i 
February, were atrewn bef oi« hia f 
Such wm his gree^g in the Hgb 
hearted city, biit the coontenancie y 
more than usually sullen with wh 
the flovereign received theae dsmon^l 
atrations of plessni^. It was tbonght 
by many that Philip had been i 
dieappointctl In the oonduaion i 
armistice, that he was inffinred 1 
spark of that martial ambttio 

* De Tbou, iii. xvlL Hatt^r^ii, L 17,1 

» M^Ceitai, 1, 17| t^q- 
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vhich hiB pan^iyTiBts gave him credit, 
and that, knowing fuU well the im- 
^pobability of a long ' suspension of 
noetUities, he was eyen eager for the 
chance of conquest which their resump- 
tion would afford him. The secret 
treaty of the Pope was, of course, not 
so seoret but that the hollow intentions 
of the contracting parties to the truce of 
Yancelles were thoroughly suspected; 
intentions which certomly went far to 
justify iiie maxims and the practice 
of the . new governor-general of the 
Netherlands upon the subject of ar- 
mistices. PhHip, understanding his 
position, was revolving renewed mili- 
taiy projects while his subjects were 
ringingmerry bells and lighting bonfires 
in the Netherlands. These schemes, 
which were to be carried out in the 
immediate future, caused, however, a 
temporary delay in the great purpose 
to which he was to devote his Hf e. 

The Emperor had always desired to 

regard the Netherlands as a whole, and 

he hated the antiquated charters and 

ohstdnate privil^;es which interfered 

with his ide&3 of symmetry. Two 

great machines, the Court of Mechlin 

and the Inquisition, would effectually 

simplify and assimilate all these irre- 

gulu-and heterogeneous rights. The 

civil tribunal was to annihilate all 

diversities in their laws by a general 

cassation of all their constitutions, and 

the ecclesiastical court was to bum 

out all differences in their religious 

&ith. Between two such millstones 

it was thought that the Netherlands 

might be crushed into imiformity. 

Pk^ip succeeded to these traditions. 

The lather had never sufficient leisure 

to carry out all his schemes, but it 

seemed probable that the son would be 

a worthy successor, at least in all 

which ccmcemed the religious part of 

his system. One of the earliest mea- 

■ores of his reign was to re-enact the 

dread edict of 1550. This he did by 

the express advice of the Bishop of 

Ams, who represented to him the 

expediency of making use of the po- 

pi^ty of his father's name to sustain 

the horrible system resolved upon. ^ 



Purposes, 81 

As Charles was the author of the edict, 
it could be always argued that nothing 
new was introduced; that burning, 
hanging, and drowning for religious 
differences constituted a part of the 
national institutions; that they had 
received the sanction of the wise Em- 
peror, and had been sustained by the 
sagacity of past generations. Nothing 
could have been more subtle, as the 
event proved, than this advice. Innu- 
merable were the appeals made in sub- 
sequent years upon this subject, to the 
patriotism and the conservative senti- 
ments of the Netherlanders. Repeat- 
edly ^ey were summoned to maintain 
the Inquisition, on the groimd that it 
had been submitted to by their ances- 
tors, and that no change had been made 
by Philip, who desired only to main- 
tain church and crown in the authority 
which they had enjoyed in the days of 
his father " of very laudable memory." 

Nevertheless, the King's military 
plans seemed to interfere for the mo- 
ment with this cherished object. He 
seemed to swerve, at starting, from 
pursuing the goal which he was only 
to abandon with life. The edict of 
1550 was re-enacted and confirmed, 
and all office-holders were commanded 
faithfully to enforce it upon pain of 
immediate dismissal.^ Nevertheless, 
it was not vigorously carried into 
effect angrwhere. It was openly re- 
sisted in Holland, its proclamation was 
flatly refused in Antwerp, and repudi- 
ated throughout Brabant.^ It was 
strange that such disobedience should 
be tolerated, but the King wanted 
money. He was willing to refrain for a 
season from exasperating the provinces 
by fresh religious persecution at the 
moment when he was endeavouring to 
extort every penny which it was pos- 
sible to wring from their purses.* 

The joy, therefore, with which the 
pacification had been hailed by the 
people was far from an agreeable 
spectacle to the King. The provinces 
would expect that the forces which 
had been maintained at their expense 
during the war would be disbanded, 
whereas he had no intention of dis- 



^ Fnpiera d'Etat du Card. Granvelle, ix. 
478,479. 

VOL. L 



a Bor, i. 12. » Ibid., i. 15. 

* Ibid., i 16, sqq. 
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bacdiz]^ tbeccL Aa tlte trijce was fffire 
to be tempjrMj, he bad mo diapoaxtioii 
to HJnftini ah Ma ariulabie Tsaounceii. feir 
A war wiiich ni^ght be renewed 9k anj 
moptenL To niaibitaiii the a irijgHrtg 
imMtaiy esfcabliabment in the Netber- 
lutds, » laige ^usa of mcifbej i»a re^ 
qolridt for ihe p«j was 'vviy mtt^ in 
nroar. The King hid nude a stste- 
]B«&i to the prorindal estatoa apon 
thk sabjeet^ bot the matter vroa iDspt 
^€¥:i^t dimug the nagotiatiDiiB with 
France. The waf had thus been 
pftTed fisr the '' Bequest ** or *^ Bede^" 
whiefa. he hdw made to the estatea aa- 
«eiabled at Bnue^K, in the spring of 
1556^ It W3£i to confikt of a tax of 
aiie per centv (^the hundredth penny) 
upon all real oftAte, and of two per 
cent upon aU merohaiijdiid; to be col- 
lected In three pajments. The re- 
quest, m ^o for ae the impoettion 
of the propoied tftx was oonoefiiedf 
"was refuBed by Fbnders, Brubant;, 
Holland, and all the other important 
provinces; btit, m usual, a modefa.te, 
even a generoii^, eommutstlon in 
money wa^ ojSered by the estates. 
This w^ finaDy accepted by Philip, 
alter he had become conTineed that at 
this m4>mentf when he waa contem- 
Tiiatlz^ a war with Finance, it would 
be extremely impoKtlc to insist upon 
the tax. The p^jbHcation of the truce 
in Italy had been long delayed, and 
the first infractiona which it auflfered 
were committed in that country. The 
arta of politiciana, the sehemea of indi- 
vidual ambition, united with the 
Bhort-llTed milltaxj ardoor of FhiHp to 
place l^t monaroh in an emineDtly 
fatae podtion, that of hostility to the 
Pop^ Aa was unairoidaVjlc, the eeoret 
treaty dI Deoembeir acted as an im- 
mediate diaaolvent to the truce uf 
Februaty. 

Great was the indignation of Paul 
Cai^ffaj when that tnice was firat 
cooimimicated to him by the Cardinal 
de Tnumon^ on the part of the French 
Guverumcnt^ Kotwithgtandtng the 
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*• "Qu^ilora ist en cb m^tae t&mpff il sa fit 
<d'nlitm:;^o<] m[:t.jirDorphoAe:s plus qii'il ua 
i*uii Holt diirw ogiUot d^Ovldfl, Quo Jo plus 
gmnd mondiuji o£ ajSLl4.tiaux gaerrl«r se 



€if Fk'anoe that the secrrt 
binding, the pontiff 
complained tiiat he wafi likely to be 
abtuidoned to hie own resources, aiul 
to be left fiingle-handed t4> contend 
with the Tast power of Sfikain. 

Pope Paid IV., of the bouse 
Gara&r was, in poeitionp the wej| 
known counterpart of the Empen 
Charlee. At tl» T^ry moment whfS 
thd cunqaeror and autoct^t waa e^ ^ 
t-ihuji^Tig cfown for cowl, sed the' 
proude^ iJirene of the tmiTeree for a 
cell, this aged monk, as weaiy 
scientific a^ religioaa eednaiem 
ChiLFles of pomp ai^ power^ had i ~ 
4^ted his scholastic preHemineDGa, 
exchange bia rosary for the keys i 
swonL A pontific^ Fau^tuB, he 1 
become disguited with the results of 
a life of study and abnegation^ and 
immediately upon his eled4on appeared 
to be glowing with mundane passion 
and inspired by the fieroeat ambit] 
of a warrion He had rushed 
the cloister as eagerly a^ Charles ' 
sought it. He panted for the temp 
of the great external world aa eame 
as the conqueror who had go long i 
den u|ion the wMiiwind of hu 
affaira globed for a haren of i 
None of hie predecessors had^ 
more despotic^ more belligerent, mo 
disposed to elevate s^ atrenji^hen f 
tetnporal power of Home. In the ] 
quUition he saw the grand moch 
by whiGh tbiu purpose coidd be ae^ 
pUfihedf^ and yet found himself for { 
period the antagonist of Philip ! "* * _ 
single circumstance would have been 
sufficient, had other proofe been want- 
ing, to make mamfest that the part 
which he had ohoeen to play was aboTt 
Ma geniufi. Had hie capacity l^^pn at 
aE commensurate with hla anj^ 
he might have deeply influemui 
fate of the world; but fortunately uu 
wizard s charm came to the aid of 
Paul Caraffiij and the tri pie-crowned 
monk sut npjn the pontifical throne, a 
fierce, peeviah^ qnei'ulovijj^ and qtiarrel^ 

vouft et He rendlt relkietix ot lo Pttpe PitJl 
lY, CaralTe, qui fiT^t est£ 1& plme mutere 
tiiaiitli}, dif?Dt ot Tu%iE!iix. Be rebuilt amM^ 
tieux fnodditiii et guomer."— BKUitfluiol 
art. Charles Quiut. 
* Bti Ttiou, iii, 19. 
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Tikitardi the prej and the UkA of 

^(OTOVifl caiemled Mid hk intrtgu- , 

fiE'laiiolifi. Hk hatred of Spain 

pd Spaxiinrdia wbls unbounded. He 

aved at thf^m oa '^'heroticdj schia- 

atica, a<:icar»^ of God^ the spawn of 

i ai)d Moore^ the very dregs of the 

To play upon jiuch ini^ne 

; Wi^ not diMi^ultj^ and a gkillul 

itat «ti)Oil ever ready to strike tSie , 

i>rd& thus vibintrng with age «ad 

ttrj. The cja^iter-trpirit and prmcipol 

aiBchlef-ma^ker ot the papal court was 

ht weU'loiowti CariUn^ CaraJ£ii^ once 

a wild and disscdute soldier^ nephew to 

the Fope. H& inflamed the ongtsr of 

i pontiff hj hia representfttiune^ that 

i rivsl hou&e of Culonna, aufitain^d 

> Duke of Alva, now Ticeroy of 

if and Ly the whole Spaoiiah 

p ihua relifiTfid from the i^is^ oi 

hostilities^ would be free to 

Litsveiigeaace uponlbeir family.* 

deterzniited l^t the Court ot 

flhould b« held by the seorel 

Moreover, the Pope had been 

dj induded in the treiity of 

I, although the truopa of Spain 

dj [UBsutued a hostile attitude 

south ^ ItaJy. The Cardmal 

was for immediataly proceeding to 

Paiiis, there to eielte the 8ymi>athy of 

le French mofiai^h for ^e aitujition 

I hiraaelf and hid uiicl^. An imme- 

lAiate rupture between France and 

BpaiUj a rekindling of the war flames 

" om one end of Europe to the other, 

re neo^e^^ to save the credit and 

LntereiitB of the Carafl'aa. Cardinal 

tde Totynoiij not deaijoua of so sudden 

termination to the paclie relatioufl 

BD hia country and Sp^iu, buc- 

I in detaining him a Httle longer 

me.' He remained, but not in 

"&31(?se3EL The restless intriguer had 

■ aineddy formed dose relations with the 

post iroportiiut poraonage in France^ 

L^lAlia o( PoititnB.^ This vtinemble 

f to the eDJoymont of whose 

I Henry had aucGoeded, with the 

regal poBsesaionSj on the death 

r Ma father^ wm won by the flatteries 



■ [[iX ot maladetti dl 
^ UQlaxioaOf MS. 
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of the wily CarafTa, and by ths aaai- 
duitit'fl of the Giii^e family. The be^ 
and most aagaciouia stJitfiamtiu^ tht^ 
Constable aud the Adnural, were in 
favour of pecM^j lor they knew the 
condition of th« kingdom. The Duke 
of Guiae and the Carding Lorndue 
were for a rupture, for they bo];ied to 
increase their family influence by war. 
Coligay bad signed the treaty of Vfiu- 
cellea, and wished to maintain tt, but 
the influence of the Cathoh^^ P^^y ^'^ 
in the aacendaut. The result was to 
embroil the Catholic Kiug against the 
Pop^ and agBinst theniselveo. The 
Queen was aa favourably iucHued as 
the mistress to listen to Carafiiv, for 
Catheriue de Mediot was desirous that 
her oouain, Marahal Stroiod, fihould 
have hoQor&ble and proflt&ble employ- 
ment in oome fresh Italicm campaigns. 
In the meantime an accident fa- 
Toured Ihe designs of the papal couj't« 
An open quarrel with Bpain resulted 
from an inatgniflcmnt ciraumBtjinca. 
The Spanish ambassador at Rome was 
in the habit of leaving the city vei^ 
often,^t an early hour in the mnrniug, 
upon ahoottDg escursiojifl, and liail long 
enjoyed the privilege of ori]yri»ig the 
gates to be opened for him at hiB plea- 
aiire> By accideDt or design, he waa 
refused permissiou upon one occaaiion 
to pass through the gate s^ usuaL Un- 
wiLLing to lo^e his diy s sport, and 
enxHged at what he considered an in- 
dignity, his eseellency, by the aid of 
his attendantej attacked and beat the 
goardj mastered them, made his way 
out of the city^ and pursued his morn- 
ing's amuBement.^ The Pope waa 
furious, and Car&^a artfuUy inflamed 
his anger. The envoy was refused an 
auihencQ, which he desired for the 
sake of offering explanations, and the 
train being thus laM, it was thought 
that the right moment had arrived for 
applying the firebrand- The Citrdinal 
went to Paris post haste. In his audi* 
ence of the King, he represented that 
his HoUnesa had placed implicit r#- 
haDce upon his secret treaty with hia 

Ji De Thou, liL 10, aqq. 

» ILiil 

* Ibid.^ ubi flnp> 

ft Ibid, UL, 11 V. ivii 13, nqq. 
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Wx'i W4r ':*:*. \'y«*: syiin --i*::! E-ir-ji'r. 
the (^ShTfiiiiHl rnvle a y.-iclio eatry ir^t*:- 
Parii., aft leirav* of tLe Pope. Tee t-> 
ynh/;fi crowded aV.'-jt Lis mnle. as he 
r'yJe at the hea/J if a staiely pn-ces- 
ifi'jj thr'/ij;rh the etreeta. All were 
arjz;','« Vi receive a >>ene<iiction frcm 
the holy ruan who had come so far to 
reprewjjjt the Jniccessor of St Peter, 
and t/f eriii*ft the efTorta of all true be 
JieverH in hin fSiiiHe. He appeared to 
uriKwer the entfAtieH of the supersti- 
tiouM rahhie with fer^'ent blessiDgs, 
wliili; the frieiiflx who were nearest 
hirii wirre nwnrtt that notliing but gibes 
iiii'l ti:t.rt'.tmmH wen; falling from his lips. 
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' h» 'i'hou, m. n^Jif. t Ibid. Bor, i. 15. 



r->:r o^eascres to 
y.ir>sn. £=•?» -i-er wiQ be 
- i !A * lit 2i-r!=s*-i «r'-""-=^z tL» while 
TT.' ::. larfT. ■L»^"r', ir^'j. i« became his 
-■ i" "irr. • "jsiis. Tr«r^ die maxe- 
n-* r "sus i«pw :t:ciVr-.ift'?s : nch 
▼T» "2k ri«L -vri. -rLich tki* new 
:'.:uK T^itf jza::^*! xad zziaistained. 
r^'j* T^tT* -Eli c^n: WTwers of the 
■i'i-nz. — ^^fiajr. ?*rd£e. fzisiazid. and 
■riK Jiir.-i*T^ — nurrnl-si acd the na- 
I'.-cs -=m :«sliec in:zL3C each other for 

atrfv i;v =.-':i ^iOi-xj^ istereete, or 
•j^^ii-ln*. v-i-r* jc c - iwaed in the 
frr:jr>t "liti ?:-=Mrs»d. id which 
■:z.'.Tii«i:i2? Ti7» 7.: i£-Mi their life-blood,. 
E.'i "''~".T2!- •■: :»; reoaced frx?m peace 
iri'i. ivni.r: :.; srf-fr aS the nuMiy 
vzj-.iL Z-- — «? iZ'i Tizfne can inflict 
It ▼ /i-Jii -.; irn rt Lire increaeed the 
"' ":.-rrr :c Cirxi. » he nuule hii 
TTTiiiiTLir:": ^ttj i^tc Pari*, cooldthe 
ji-r-v liT^ :er= sri^sested to his mind 
z-f r":*^ .T the welfare of 
z^:"t tie great statei 
ess5:-5«. could have 
i^T T«:«f:I-f Vis-artusTit^rnthequeitioB 
:c jeiit :t "arsr. The w?rld was go- 
Tf-n-e-i : T : irr fnf'jenc**. The wilei 
:i h SlTZztjI — "ie art* of a concubine 
— Tie 5=::T.r-*h>rtiz;g cf an ambanador 
— tbr 5T«=».TilsTi-:t:s of a soldier of for- 
Tiir* — tie ill-terawT yi a monk — ^the 
i:iv.-.:il venosa <i halian houses — 
ab.-Te sll. -h? perper-.il rivalrv of the 
rsr? greai blstorical famihee who 
-.■■KTsec :he greoTcr i«rt of Europe be- 
twe«cn thea as Their private property 
— Fuch were the wheels on whia 
rrllcd the desriny of Christendom. 
Cvnipai>ed to these, what were great 
moral and political ideas, the phms of 
statesmen, the hopes of nations? Time 
was soon to shew. Meanwhile, go- 
vemment continued to be adminis- 
tered exclusively for the benefit of the 
governors. Meanwhile, a petty war 
for paltnr motives was to precede the 
great spectacle which was to prove to 
Europe that principles and peoples still 
existed, and that a phlegmatic nation 
of merchants and manufacturers could 
defy the powers of the universe, and 



* Do Thou, uL 29, xvii. 
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risk all their blood and treasure, gene- 
lation after generation, in a sacred 
cause. 

It does not belong to my purpose to 
narrate the details of the campaign in 
Italy ; neither is this war of politics 
and chicane of any great interest at 
the present day. To the military minds 
of tikeir age, tiie scientific duel which 
now took place upon a large scale, be- 
tween two such celebrated captains as 
the Dukes of Guise and Alva, was no 
doubt esteemed the most important of 
. spectades ; but the progress of man- 
land in the art of slaught^ has stripped 
BO antiquated an exhibition of most of 
its interest, even in a technical point of 
view. Not much satisfaction could be 
derived from watching an old-fashioned 
game of war, in which the parties sat 
down before each other so tranquilly, 
and picked up piece after piece,, castle 
after castle, city after city, wilJi such 
adentific dehberation as to make it 
evident that, in the opinion of the 
eommanders, war was the .only serious 
business to be done in the world; that 
it was not to be done in a hurry, nor 
contrary to rule; and that when a 
general had a good job upon his hands 
he ought to know his profession much 
too thoroughly, to hast^i through it 
before he saw his way clear to another. 
From the point of time, at the close of 
tiie year 1556, when that well-trained, 
but not very succeasful soldier, Strozzi, 
crossed the Alps, down to the autumn 
of the following year, when the Duke 
of Alva made his peace with the Pope, 
there was hardly a pitched battle, and 
Bcarcely an event of striking interest. 
Alv% as usual, brought his dilatory 
policy to bear upon his adversary with 
great efifoct. He had no intention, he 
observed to a friend, to stake the whole 
kingdom of Naples against a brocaded 
coat of the Dii^e of Guise.^ More- 
over, he had been sent to the war, as 

> Oe la Boca. Besultas de la Yida del 
Dofflie de Albo^ p. 66. 

* *' Et come mi disse il S. Buy Qomez 

Ban ii maocher^ a tal fine di iirare supplica- 
tkni hnznili li S. Bantittf, mendandogli 11 
Daea d'Alva colla coreggia al collo per paci- 
ficaria.*— Badoviiro MfiT 

* Michele. Belatione MS. 
'Badovaro J&A.-~'** — — Non fa d'opinioae 
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Ruy Gomez informed the Venetian 
ambassador, ''with a bridle in his 
mouth."* Philip, sorely troubled in 
his mind at finding himself in so 
strange a position as this hostile atti- 
tude to the Church, had earnestly in- 
terrogated all the doctors and theolo- 
gians with whom he habitually took 
counsel, whether this war with the 
Pope would not work a forfeiture of 
his title of the Most Catholic Eling.' 
The Bishop of Arras and the favourite 
both disapproved of the war, and en- 
couraged with all their influence the 
pacific inclinations of the monarch.^ 
The doctors were, t<5 be sure, of opi- 
nion that Philip, having acted in Italy 
only in self-defence, and for the pro- 
tection of his states, ought not to be 
anxious as to his continued right to 
the title on which he valued himself 
so highly.^ Nevertheless, such pon- 
derings and misgivings could not but 
have the effect of hampering the ac- 
tions of Alva. That general chafed 
inwardly at what he considered his 
own contemptible position. At the 
same time, he enraged the Duke of 
Guise still more deeply by thei forced 
calmness of his proceedings. For- 
tresses were reduced, towns taken, one 
after another, with the most provoking 
deliberation, while his distracted ad- 
versary in vain strove to defy, or to 
delude him into trying the chances of 
a stricken field.^ The battle of Saint 
Quentin, the narrative of which be- 
longs to our subject, and will soon oc- 
cupy our attention, at last decided the 
Italian operations. Egmont's brilliant 
triumph in Picardy rendered a victory 
in Italy superfluous, and placed in 
Alva's hand the power of commanding 
the issue of his own campaign.^ The 
Duke of Guise was recalled to defend 
the French frontier, which the bravery 
of the Flemish hero had imperilled, 
and the Pope was left to make the 

che si comincia la guerra col pontefice," 
etc., etc. 

Compare Suriana MS.—" Non fu mal 

d'opinione che si movesse la guerra con 11 
papa per non metter in pericolo lo cose 
d' Italia, "etc. 

« Michele MS. 

« De Thou, ill. 119, liv. xviii. 

' Ibid., iii. 125. 
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beat peace wWch lie c3ould. All was 
now pro^pcfTous and smiling, and the 
eampalgn closed with a highly origind 
tmd entertamiDg exhibltioiL The pon- 
tiiT'^ pueHk amMdon^ BtZBtalned by 
the intrigues of his nephew, had in- 
Tnived the French monareh in a wttr 
ivhich was contriiTy to his interests 
and inclinortion. Paul now found his 
ally too aorsly beffet to afford him that 
protectiua upon which lie had relied, 
wben he commencedj in hia dotage^ his 
career aa a wmrior. He was, there- 
fore^ only de^roua of deserting his 
friendj and of relieTing hiojaell from 
hifl uncomfortable predimment* by 
niaking a treaty with his Catholic 
Majesty upon the l>&sfc terms whbh he 
could obtain* The Ring of France, 
who had gone to war only for the sake 
of hia Hijiineaa, was to be left to fight 
hia own battles, while the Pope was to 
make hia peace with all the worliL 
The result was a deairable one for 
Philip. Alva was according^ in- 
Btructed to affotd the holy father a 
decoroua and appropriate opportunity 
for carrying out his wiehes. The vio- 
toriouB general was apprized ihat hifl 
master desired no fruit from hia com- 
tnandtng attitude in Italy and the vic- 
toxy of 8aint Quentin, save a full ivjir- 
don from the Pope for maintaining 
eyen a defeneire war against him,^ An 
amicable siege of Rome waa accord- 
ingly commenced, in the course of 
which an asaault or "'camiciata" on the 
holy city, was arranged for the night 
of the *2eth August" 1557* The pon- 
tiff agreed to be taken by sitrpriee, 
while Alva, through what was to ap- 
pear only a auperabundance of his 
halntual diacretionj waa to draw off his 
troopa at the veiy moment when the 
Tidwrioua afleaultwasto be made." The 
imminent danger to the holy city and 
to hi^ own sacred per»i m thua f urnish- 
itjg the pontiff with an excuse for 
abittidoniug his tjwn caitee^ as well as 
thai of hia ally, tli« Duke of Alva waa 
allowed, in the name of his maater and 
hiniaelf, to make submission to the 

» De 1a Uooa, Reaiatas da la Vldn, etc* 

t l)e Thou, ilL 127-12n. i:vUL Ctabrem, 
llb^ tv^. a xl. lltO-lCS. Coimpara Llor^ute, 
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Church and hia peace with Rome.* 
Spanish geoeral^ with secret indi^ 
tion and diegust, was compelled to hi 
mont the vanity of a peevish but Imjuy 
rioos old man^ Negotiation a were 
commenced, and so iskilftiHy had the 
Duke played Mb game during the 
Hpring and summer^ that when he was 
admitted to kiss the Pope's toe, he 
was able to bring a hundred Italian 
towns in his hand, as a peace-<tffering' 
to hia Holiness.* These he now re^ 
atored with apparent humility and in- 
ward curseSj upon the condition that 
the fortification ahould be razed, and 
the French alliance absolutely re- 
nnuncetl Thus did the fanaticism of 
Philip reverse the relative position of 
himself imd hia antagonist Thuff was 
the Tanquisbed pontiff allowed 
to dictate terms to the t 
general The King who cci 
bumble himself to a dotard^ whO^ 
made hlm^lf the scoui^e of hJs si 
ject^, deserved that the bull of excom< 
municatiDn which had been prepared 
ahould be fulminated He, at least, 
waa oap^bk of feeiHng the scathing 
effects of such anathemas. 

The Duke of GmaCj having been 
miseed with the pontiff *b assuram 
that he had done little for the intei 
of his sovereign, less for the protectii 
of the Church, and least of all for ' 
own reputation, set forth with ali 
for Civita Yecchiflj to do what he cou! 
upon the Flemish frontier to atone for 
his inglorious campaign in Italy* Th^ 
treaty between the Pope and tlie D' ' ~ 
of Alva was signed" on the* llth 
tember{1557), and the Spanish gen^ 
retired for the winter to Milan. Ci 
dinal Caraffa was removed from tl 
Fr&nch court, to that of Madrid, thi 
to spin new achemes for the embroi 
ment of nations and the advancem^ 
of hia own family. Very little gl 
was gained by any of the CDmbaf 
in this campaign. Neither Spai 
France, nor Paul IT. came out of 
Italian contest in better condition 
that in which they entered upon 

Hiit. Crlttqiic dfl llDi^alnlt., IL l?V^li3; 
Ik Roca, 6S-72. 

' DeTlicni. CahroriL ubi sup. 

< Ibid., m. ISS. • IbkL 
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faefc each of them w^ a loser, 

Frnnce liad mtideati ingloriouB n?tTcat, 

tbe Pc^pe a ludicrous capitulation^ a^d 

Ue Duly rictorioTifi fsartj, the Kmg of 

aiii, hod, during the Bummerj con- 

icdl to Cosmo de Medici the soYe- 

[fcy *3f Sienim. Had Vemee shewn 

cr.«^llA]^ty towards Philip, and 

maiM n to Buataiia his pijlicT, 

it i^ [ J at the Bepiiblie v^mJd 

liaTe !>-., liit^,^ ^Ji^ pm© wMdi thua ieE 

to the &hare of Coemo. ^ That ftstute 

a^d unprincipled potentate, who could 

hrow his Det 3[> well in troubled waterj, 

micce^fidly duped all ptarties — 

Ftonoe^ and Rome. The man 

I had not onlj not participated in 

he contestj, but who had kept all par- 

rtiee and aU warfare away from his 

horder?, waa the only individual in 

Italy who gained t^rntorial adTantage 

frtruv the war. 

To avoid intemipting the continuity 
T tlie nairative^ the Spaninh campaign 
beea briefly sketched until the 
I of 1557^ at wMeh period tho 
between the Pope and Philip 
I cemduded. It Is now nocessair to 
\ back to the eloae of the preceding 

Simiiltaneouflly with the descent of 

! French troops npon Italy, hostili- 

[lie* had broken out upon the Fletniflh 

"border. The paiufi of the Emperor in 

coTering the Hmoiddering embers o^ 

national ammosiiii^fl so precipitately, 

aaid with a view rather to acenic effect 

tlian to a dehberate and well-confiidered 

l^r^ultj were thus ae-t at nought^ and 

rithin a year from the day of his abdi- 

atjon, hostilities were re-opened fi*om 

he Tiber to +^e German Ocean. The 

lilame of first viohting the truce of 

iTatioeilee was laid by each party upon 

"ho other with equal justice, for there 

\vxa be hut little doubt that the re- 

> preach |ustly belonged to both. Both 

[ bad been oquiilly faithlesg in their pro- 

1 feeK0iiBof amity. Both were equally ro- 

I i^maiblefor the soenes of war, plunder, 

I KoA taiBory, which again were desola^ 

1 iag the fairest regions of Chriatendom, 

At the time when the French courh 

W reaolved to cjoneede to the wt&hea 



^ BnatAine i art. Buc da SAvole. 



of the CarafiFiA family, Admiral Coligny, 
who bad been appninted governor of 
Picardy, bad received orders to miUto 
a foray upon the frontier of Flanders. 
Before the fornial annunciation of hofl- 
tiliiica, it was thought desirable to reap 
all the adrantiiga possible from the 
perfidy which haid been resolved upon. 
It happened that a oertain banker of 
Lucca, an ancient g^iinbler and de- 
bauchee, whom evil couraea had re- 
duced from affluence to penury^ bad 
taken up his abode upon a hill over- 
looking the city of Donay. Hen* he 
bad built himself a bemiit a cell Clad 
in eackcloth, with a rosary at his waist, 
be was aecuatomed to beg his bread 
from door to door* Hia garb was all, 
however, which be poss^ed of aanc- 
tity, and he had passed bis time in 
contemplating the weak points in the 
defences of the city with much more 
minuton^ifi than those in bis own heart. 
Upon the breaking out of hostilities in 
ltaly»th& instincts of his old prof eBsion 
had euggosted to him that a good 
speculation might be modQ in Flanders 
by turning to account m a ^y the ob- 
ftervationa which he had niBd© in hia 
character of a hermit' He sought an 
interview with Coligny, and kid his 
propositions before him. The noble 
Admiral hesitated, for his eentimentfl 
were more elevat'Sd than those of many 
o£ hjii contemporaries. He had^ more- 
over, himJielf negotiated and signed the 
truoe with Spain ^ and be shrank fnim 
violating it with his own hand, before 
a declar-T-tifm of war. Still he was aware 
that a Frendi army was on its way to 
attack the SpaniaTda in Italy \ he was 
under inBtructione to take the earUest 
advantage which his poEiition upon the 
frontier might offer him ; he knew that 
both theory and practice authorised a 
general, in that age, to break his fast, 
even in time of truce, if a tempting 
moreel sbonld present itself-'' andp 
above all, he thoroughly imderstos^d 
the character of hi« nt^Lrest antagonist, 
the new governor of the NetberkndB, 
PhiHbertof Savoy, whom he knew to 
be the most unscrupulous chieftain in 
Ru rope. These oonaiderations decided 

' I>o tlioQ, ill. TS, llv, xTiii. P. C. Hoofd. 
NedarL Hiatorien ( Arofiterdam^ IU'1% L 7. 
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Idm to take advantage of the hermit 
baiiker's coinmiimcatioiL 

A day waa accordiuglj fixed, ai 
whiok, under the ^danoB of tbij 
newl^^-a^jquired ally^ a surprise ahoiild 
be attempted by the Freaoh forces, 
zvnd the unettMieotu]^ city cf DiHJiay 
given over to tiie pillage of a brutal 
Boldiciy. The time appointed was the 
night of Epiphany J, upon occasion of 
which festival it waa thought that the, 
inbi'tbltaiits, overcome with aleep and 
waaaailj might be easily overpowered. 
(*5th January 1557.) The plot waa a 
good plot, but the Admiral of France 
wae deatiiied to be foiled by an old 
woman. This penicmj apparently the 
only creature aw&ke m the town, 
pertreived tlie danger* ran shrieking 
thriiugh the stret^ttf, alarmeci the eiti- 
zetm while it was ^et tinve^ and thus 
preveuttjd iJie attack.' Colij^nyi dia- 
appointed in hia pLra, recompenacd hia 
soldlei'3 by a sudden onaiaught upon 
Len^ m Arthoia, which he sacked and 
tbeo leveU^ vdth the groundL Such 
waa the wretched condition of frontier 
citiea^ standings even in time of peace^ 
with the grrjund undermmed beneath 
them, imd eiieting every moment, bm 
it were, upon the brink of e^tplc^ion.* 

Hoeiilitieft having been thua com- 
inenced, the FreDch government waa 
in some embamifiamBnt. The Duke of 
GuisCj with the most aTailable forcee 
of the kingdom, haying eroeaed the 
Alp», it became neceaaary forthwith to 
ooUect another army. The place of 
rende^eua appointed waa Pierrepoint; 
where an army of eighteen thousand 
infj^ntTy and fitre thmisond horae were 
flfisembied early in the apHng.* In the 
meantime Phibp, finding the war fairly 
afoot, had croesed to England for the 
puJXJOae (eittctly in coatraventibn of 
all hifl marriage atipulationa) of cajol- 
ing his wife and browbeatdng her miniar' 
tera into a p^iticipation in lua war with 
France. This waa easily accompliahed. 
The English nation found theriiifielves 
acscordinglj engaged in a contest with 
which they had no t^oncern, which, m 

I r^q Than, Boofd» ubi sup, 

I I bid. IbiA 

» De Thoiij IIL HS, liv. xvilL 
« Eoafd, 1, 7. Dn Thou, iiL 144 



the event proved^ waa fexy 
againat their intere^j and in 
the moving cau^s for their entangl* 
ment waa the devotion of a weak^ 1 
ferodoue womon^ for a buskind who 
hated her. A herald lient from Eng- 
land arrived in Franee, dfagtused^ and 
was presented to ^ng Henry ai 
RljpiniH. Here^ dropping on one knee, 
he recited a Hat of complaints agniuBt 
hiB Majesty, on behalf of the Ei]glish 
Queen^ aU of them, fabricated or exog- 
jljerated for the occafiion. and none ol 
them fumiahing even a deoorou* ^ 
text for the war wliich was now fe^ 
mally declared,* The French monfl 
eiy^resaed big regret and surprifie 
the firm and an^icable rBlstionflfieottn 
by treaty between the two eountr 
should thufl^ without lulficlent can 
be Tiolated* In accepting the w^ 
of warfare forced upon hnn^ he ba 
the htirold, Korria, inform M& miatresfl^ 
that her messenger waa treated w ith 
courteay only because he represented 
a lady^ and that had he come from a 
king, the language with which he 
would have been greeted would hav 
befitted ihe perfidy manlf eated on th 
occasion, God would punish th 
fihamdess violation of faith« and 
wanton interruption to the friendfihifl 
of two great nationa. With thi^ il 
herald was dbmiBBed from the roy 
preaencei but treated with great 
tinction, conducted to the hotel of 1 
Engliah ambafisador, oad presented, c 
the part of the French Sfiverelgn, witj 
a chain of gold. ' 

Philip md despatched Buy Gome^ 
to Spain for the purpose of providing 
way8 and ineans^ wmJe he waa himaei" 
occupied with the same taak in Eng 
land.* He stayed there three month 
JJurtng this time, he *' did more,** aay 
a Spaniah contemporary, *'thjui tin J 
one couJd have beheved poaaihle witl 
that proud and mdomitable itivtton 
He caused them to decLire war Jiiga^ 
France with fire and eworiij, by 
and land."^ Eoatilitie^ himng t 
thus chivalroualy juid formally ^ 
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bfiahed^ the Queen sent an army of 
eight thousand men, cavahy, infantry, 
and pioneers, who, ''all clad in blue 
uniform," ^ commanded by Lords Pem- 
broke and Clinton, with we three sons 
of the Earl of Northumberland, and 
officered by many other scions of 
£ngland*s aristocracy, disembarked at 
Calais, and shortly afterwards joined 
the camp before Saint Quentin.' 

Philip meantime had left England, 
and with more bustle and activity 
t-ban was uffi al with him, had given 
directions for organising at once a con- 
siderable army. It was composed 
mainly of troops belonging to the 
Netherlands, with the addition of some 
Crerman aujdliaries. Thirty-five thou- 
sand foot and twelve thousand horse 
had, by the middle of July, advanced 
throu^ the province of Namur, and 
were assembled at Givet imd^r the 
Duke of Savoy, who, as Governor- 
general of the Netherlands, held the 
chief oonmiand.^ All the most emi- 
nent grandees of the provinces. Orange, 
Aersdiot, Berlaymont, Meghem, Bre- 
derode, were present with the troops, 
but the life and soul of the army, 
upon this memorable occasion, was 
the Count of Egmont. 

Lamoral, Coimt of Egmont, Prince 
of Gavere, was now in the thirty-sixth 
year of hii age,* in the very noon of 
that brilliant life which was destined 
to be so soon and so fatally over- 
shadowed. Not one of the dark clouds 
which were in the future to accumu- 
late around him, had yet rolled above 
his horizon. Young, noble, wealthy, 
handsome, valiant, he saw no threat- 
ening phantom in the future, and 
cau^t eagerly at the golden oppor- 
tunity, which the present placed within 
luB grasp, of winning fresh laurels on 
a wider and more fruitful field than 
any in which he had hitherto been a 
reaper. The campaign about to take 
place was likely ^to be an imposing, if 
sot an important one,* and could not 
Inlto be attractive to a noble of so 
ardent and showy a character as Eg- 
mont If there wefe no lofty piin- 



^HeMran.! 18. 

s Ibid., v£i Bup. Hoofd, i. 8. 

»IUd. Ibid., uU sup. De Thou, ill Uv.ziz. 



ciples or extensive interests to be con- 
tended for, as there certainly were not, 
there was yet much that was stately 
and exciting to the imagination in the 
warfare which had been so deliberately 
and pompously arranged. The cop- 
tending armies, although of moderate 
size, were composed of picked troops, 
and were conmianded by the flower of 
Europe's chivahy. Kings, princes, 
and the most illustrious paladins of 
Christendom, were arming for the 
great tournament, to which they had 
been sunmioned by herald and trum- 
pet; and the Batavian hero, without a 
crown or even a coimtry, but with as 
lofty a lineage as many anointed so- 
vereigns coiUd boast, was ambitious 
to distinguish himself in the proud 
array. 

Upon the north-western edge of the 
narrow peninsula of North Holland, 
washed by the stormy waters of the 
German Ocean, were the ancient castle, 
town, and lordship, whence Egmont 
derived his family name, and the title 
by which he was most familiarly known. 
He was supposed to trace his descent 
through a fine of chivalrous champions 
and crusaders, up to the pagan kings 
of the most ancient of existing Teu- 
tonic races. The eighth century names 
of the Frisian Radbold and Adgild^ 
among his ancestors were thought to 
denote the antiquity of a house whose 
lustre had been increased in later 
times by the splendour of its alliances. 
His father, united to Fran9oi8e de 
Luxemburg, Princess of Gavere, had 
acquired by this marriage, and trans- 
mitted to his posterity, many of the 
proudest titles and richest estates of 
Flanders. Of the three children who 
survived him, the only daughter was 
afterwards imited to the Count of 
Yaudemont, and became mother of 
Louise de Yaudemont, queen of the 
French monarch, Henry the Third. 
Of his two sons, Charles, the elder, 
had died yoimg and unmarried, leaving 
all the estates and titles of the family 
to his brother. Lamoral, bom in 1622, 
was in early youth a page of the Em- 



* He was bom in 1522. — Levensb. ber 
Nederl. Man. en. vr. V. ; art. Egmond. 
» Levensbe. beroemd. Nederl. v. 1. 
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peror- When old bdot^i^Ii io bear 
arms he dmuanded and obtained per- 
mifEuon Ix) follow the cox^^Br of hi^ ad- 
Tfinturous sovereign. Ho Berred hiJ9 
cipprenticesbip lus a soldier in the 
stormj expedition to Barbajy^ where, 
in hia nineteenth jeoXj he commanded 
a troop of light horse > and difitin^iahed 
himeelf under the JEtaperor'a eye for 
Lib counige and devotion, domg the 
dnty not onljr of a gallant conmumderj 
but of a hardy eoldier,^ RetunuTagj 
imBcathed by the war, flood, or tem- 
pest of that memorable enterpnfie, 
he reached hia countiy by the way of 
Coraica, Genoa, and Lorraine, and Wlia 
three years afterwarda united (in the 
year 1545) to Sabina of Bavaria, aiater 
of Frederic, Elector Palatine, The nup^ 
tials hi^cl tSiken place at Bpiers, ond 
few royal weddings could Imr^ been 
more brilliant. The Emperor^ bia 
brother J'erdinand, King of th« 
Homans, with the Archduke Maxl- 
niiliiuLp all the imperial electora^ and 
a concouTBe of the principal nobles of 
tlie empu'e, were present on the oeea- 
don. 

In the following year, Ch£u-les in- 
vestfld him with the order of \hs 
Fleece at a chapter held at Utrecht. 
In 1553, he had been at tht* Emparor'a 
Bide during the imlnclty eiege of Metj! ; 
in 1554, he had been aent at the head 
of a aplendid eml:^«s|y to England^, to 
solicit for Philip the hand of Mary 
Tudor, and bad witneaaed the marriage 
m Winchester cathedral, the same 
year. Although one branch of his 
houfie had^ In paat times, arrived at 
the aovereignty of Gueklrea, and an- 
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other had aoqiured th« great e^tatj 
and titles of Buren, which had recenil 
pottsedj by mtermarriage with 
beirefiSj into the poaaea^on of tU 
Prince of Omnge^ yet the Prince i 
Gbvere, Coimt of Egmont, wm 
chief of a race which yielded to none 
of the great Baiaviau or Flemkli ^ 
familiea in aotiquityj wealth, or pow 
Personally J he woa diBtingiiished 
hia bravery^ and although he was 
yet the idol of the camp, which 
was destined to become, nor bad i 
commanded in chief on any important 
occasion, he was accountc^d one of tJkc 
Sve principal generak in the Bpiftieh 
Jicrvice.' Eager for general adiDirattODt 
he was at the same time haughty aoif 
presumptuoua, attempting to oombiae 
the charactera of an arrogant maj^^ite 
and a popular chieftain. Terrible and 
Muddqn in hiB wrath, he was yet of in- 
ordinate VMiity, and waa easily let! hj 
thoi^e who understood his weaknBas. 
With a limited edu cation j, axida sleiid^r 
capacity for all affairQ' except tbi]^ 
relating to the camp^ be waa C 
to be as vaoiiljiting and inc 
a st^te^man aa he was 
fortunately audacious in the i 
eplendid soldier, his evil 
destined him to treadj fts a ]_ 
a dark and dangerous ][iatli^ i 
not even genius, caution, itnd i 
could injBur| success, but in 
raahnesB alternating with hesl^ 
and credidity with violence, < 
fail to bring niin. Suchi 
Egmont, as his took hia place 1 
bead of the King's caviidry in tht i 
mer of 1557. 
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City of St Quentin, 



TpLe early operations of the Duke of 
SsLvay were at first intended to deceive 
the enemy. The army, after advanc- 
ing as far into Picardy as the town of 
Vervins, which they burned and pil- 
laged, made a demonstration with their 
whole force upon the city of Guise. 
This, however, was but a feint, by 
which attention was directed and forces 
drawn off from Saint Quentin, which 
was to be the real point of attack. In 
the meantime, the Constable of France, 
Montmorency, arrived upon the 28th 
July (1557), to take conmiand of the 
French troops. He was accompanied 
by the Marshal de Saint Andr^ and 
by Admiral Coligny. The most illus- 
trious names of France, whether for 
station or valour, were in the officers' 
list of this select army. Nevers and 
Montpensier, Enghien and Cond^, 
Venddme and Rochefoucauld, were 
already there, and now the Constable 
and the Admiral came to add the 
strength of their experience and lofty 
reputation to sustain the courage of 
the troops. The French were at 
Kerrepoint, a post between Cham- 
pagne and Picardy, and in its neigh- 
bourhood. The Spanish army was at 
Vervins, and threatening Guise. It 
had been the opinion in France that 
ihe enemy's intention was to invade 
Champagne, and the Due de Nevers, 
governor of that province, had made a 
disposition of his forces suitable for 
such a contingency. It was the con- 
viction of Montmorency, however, that 
Picardy was to be the quarter really 
attacked,^ and that Saint Quentin, 
which was the most important point 
at which the enemy's progress, by that 
route, towards Paris could be arrested, 
was in imminent danger. The Con- 
stable's opinion was soon confirmed by 
advices received by Coligny. The 
enemy's army, he was informed, after 
remaining three days before Guise, 
bad withdrawn from that point, and 

1 De Thou, iiL 149, xix. 

t * " Batalla de San Quintin. Copiada de 

, im codice MS. de la Bib. del Escorial."— 

r Docamentos Iiieditos, ix. 490. 

L The manuscript thiis published in the 

• Madrid collection of 'lociiments is by an 
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had invested Saint Quentin with their 
whole force. 

This wealthy and prosperous city 
stood upon an elevation rising from 
the river Somme. It was surroimded 
by very extensive suburbs, ornamented 
with orchards and gardens, and includ- 
ing within their limits lai^ge tracts of a 
highly cultivated soil.* Three sides 
of the place were covered by a lake, 
thirty yards in width, very deep at 
some points, in others rather resem- 
bling a morass, and extending on the 
Flemish side a half mile beyond the 
oity.* The inhabitants were thriving 
and industrious; many of the manu- 
facturers and merchants were very 
rich, for it was a place of much traffic 
tmd commercial importance.* 

Teligny was in ike city with a de- 
tachment of the Dauphin's regiment; 
Captain Brueuil was conmiandant of 
the town. Both informed Coligny of 
the imminent peril in which they stood. 
They represented the urgent necessity 
of immediate reinforcements both of 
men and supplies. The city, as the 
Admiral well kftew, was in no condi- 
tion to stand a siege by such an army, 
and dire were the consequences if so 
important a place should falL It was 
stiU practicable, they wrote, to intro- 
duce succour, but every day dimi- 
nished the possibility of affording effec- 
tual relief. Coligny was not the man 
to let the grass grow under his feet, 
after such an appeal in behalf of the 
principal place in his government. The 
safety of France was dependent upon 
that of Saint Quentin. The bulwark 
overthrown, Paris was within the next 
stride of an adventurous enemy. The 
Admiral instantly set out, upon the 2d 
of August, with strong reinforcements. 
It was too late. The English auxi- 
liaries, under Lords Pembroke, Clinton, 
and Grey, had in the meantime effected 
their junction with the Duke of Savoy, 
and appeared in the camp before Saint 



His sketch is, however, entitled as above, 
"The Battle of St Quintin," and its most 
remarkable feature is, that he does not once 
mention the name of Ejrmont as connected 
with that action. Certainly national rivalry 
could no further f?o. 
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02 TJie Rue of the 

ilmuihu TJift roijf^ by which it had 
lff«>ri \uf\**'A MiAfc Mi<! rri I jch-neerled suc- 
r/fiir /oiiM \iti intnxlijcerl wa« thuB 
(fcr \\\i\M Mu\ rt'.tuUjTtA linpraciicable. 
Tim \iUu\ttv\, Utm*^vt',r, in c/^nucquence 
(if Mmi fMi<frfif, r»Atur<; of the letters re- 
(■<.)yfwl fulfil linj«:ijil and Teligny, had 
hiiUhi\\iii*ul, in hin anxiety, the move- 
fM»nl-M 'if hiM injttim, and liad flown 
l.rf/fM* Urn unuy. He now »hut him- 
tuM mi in iUiU'My,^ floterniined U) effect 
)U\ lU^U'^titu.uiAi l;y itH'MiH of hiB skill 
it I. -I tiA|>i:iiiiii<:e, or at leaMt to share its 

A ^uw <layM were jiaMHerl in making 
ihtiltnctiJiil iWiitiijH, ordered by Coligny 
tn till) Muke of reconnoitering the 
t:uuiitiy, and of (liscovering the most' 
)it.ii:Lii:al)le nieaiiH of introducing sup^ 
I Men. The Constable, meantime, who 
iijiil mlvanced with his anny to La 
i<\uu, was not idle. He kept up daily 
(Sditinnmiuations with the beleaguered 
Ailuiiral, and was determined, if possi- 
ble, to relievo the city. There was, 
how ever, a constant succession of dis- 
u[i|)iiiutn)ents. Moreover, the brave 
bdt indituueet Telign^ who command- 
lul (luring a teniponu'y illness of the 
AiluiinUi saw ilt, ugainst express oxders, 
tit make an inijirmlont sortie. He 

Itaiil Ute penalty of his rushnoss with 
iiti life. Mttantiniu the giu'rison was 
iiuily H rowing weaker. Ci»liguy sent 
uiit (if the oily all uiteltuts eiuismuers, 
(iUttrturml all the women in the oathe- 
di'iil and other eluuvlu^, where they 
Witm looked in, lest tlieir tem>r and 
tlioir tears should weaken Uie courage 
i>f the garrison; and did all in his 
pwwoi' to stituigtJien the defences of 
the iUty. anil sustain t)u> n^olution of 
tlio iuhabitauts. .\traii'swv>r%t gr\>wiug 
(U<npov<»tt». It stHUuevl plain tukat the 
iu^>\>vtaut oity umst tiiLK>u iaU, and 
\Nith it uu«t proUd>l^" IVis. Ouo of 
(ho subuvU was alr\>ady in the hauib 
ol' (he euoiu^Y. At last OvUi^tw dis- 
i-o\oi>Hl a i\»\ito bv whu'h he wiiev«,\l 
it (v> U' n(ill (Hvuil'le t\> intr\KUK*«t rt^iu- 
fi'u^iuivutit. He vK»mmuuiv*ated the 
u>«\dtfii v»i' hw \»l^ri%>VYativ^us tv» the Ov»u- 
Htjd>lo. rps^n \me side v>f thf» city the 
Uko,i4' m.>i\uiM.was traversed by a tew 
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, difficult and narrow p^UiwayVy mostly 
under water, and by a nmniiig stiteain 
which could only be pMsed in bo«tB. 
The Constable, in conaeqaence of this 
information received from Coligny, aefc 
out from La Fere upon the 8th of 
August, with four thousand infantiy 
and two thousand hoise. TTAHiTig hu 
troops at the village of Essigny, he 
advanced in person to the edge Gi the 
morass, in order to reconnoitre the 
ground and prepare his plana. The 
result was a determination to attempt 
the introduction of men and supplies 
into the town by the mode suggested. 
Leaving his troops drawn up in battle 
array, he returned to La F^re for the 
remainder of his army, and to com- 
plete his preparations.^ Coligny in 
the meantime was to provide boats for 
crossing the streanu Upon the lOtli 
August, which was the festival of St 
Laurence, the Constable advanced with. 
four pieces of heavy artillery, four 
culverines, and four lighter pieces, and 
arrived at nine o'clock in the morning 
near the Faubourg d'Isle, which was 
already in possession of the Spanish 
troops. The whole army of the Con- 
stable consisted of twelve thousand 
German, with fifteen companies of 
French infantry, making in all some 
sixteen thousand foot, with five thou- 
sand cavalry in addition. The Duke 
of Savoy's army lay upon the same 
side of the town, widely extended, and 
stretching beyond the river and the 
morass. Montmorency's project was 
to be executed in full view of the 
enemy. Fourteen companies of Spa- 
niards were stationed in the faubourg. 
Two companies had been pushed for- 
ward as far as a water-mill, which lay 
in the pathway of the advancing Con- 
stable. These soldiers stood their 
ground for a moment, but soon re- 
txt^ated, while a cannonade was sud- 
denly- opened by the French upon the 
quarters of the Duke of Savoy. The 

' Puke's tent was torn to pieces, and he 
hail Iv&nel Y time to hurry on his cuirassy 
and to take refuge with Count £|g- 
mont.' The Constable, hastening to 

. turn this temporary advantage to ao- 

j * Uoofii^ i ^ M«t«NQ» i. 1& D« Ihou, 
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count at ouce, oommenced the trans- 
portation of his troops across the 
morass. The enterprise was, however, 
not destined to be fortunate. The 
number of boats which had been pro- 
Tided was very inadequate ; moreover, 
they were very small, and each as it 
left the shore, was consequently so 
crowded with soldiers, that it was in 
danger of being swamped. Several 
were overturned, and the men perished. 
It was found also that the opposite 
bank was dteep and dangerous. Many 
who had crossed the river were unable 
to effect a landing, while those who 
escaped drowning in the water, lost 
their way in the devious and imprac- 
ticable paths, or perished miserably in 
the treacherous quagmires. Very few 
effected their entrance into the town, 
but among t^em was Andelot, brother 
of Coligny, with five himdred followers. 
Meantime, a council of officers was 
held in Egmont's tent. Opinions were 
undecided as to the course to be pur- 
sued under the circumstanees. Should 
an engagement be risked, or should 
the Constable, who had but indiffer- 
axUy accomplished his project and had 
introduced but an insigniQcant num- 
ber of troops into the city, be allowed 
to withdraw with the rest of his army ? 
The fiery vehemence of Egmont car- 
ried all before it.^ Here was an op- 
portunity to measure arms at advan- 
tage with the great captain of the age. 
To relinquish the prize, which the for- 
tune of war had now placed within 
reach of their valom*, was a thought 
not to be entertaiued. Here was the 
great Constable Montmorency, attend- 
ed by princes of the royal blood, the 
proudest of the nobility, the very 
crown and flower of the chivalry of 
France, and followed by an army of 
her bravest troops. On a desperate 
venture he had placed himself within 
Uteir grasp. Should he go thence alive 
and unmolested ? The moral effect of 
destroying such an army would be 
greater than if it were twice its actual 
itzength. It would be dealing a blow 
at the very heart of France, from 
which she could not recover. Was the 
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opportunity to be resigned without a 
struggle, of laying at the feet of Philip, 
in tMs his first campaign since his ac- 
cession to his father s realms, a prize 
worthy of the proudest hour of the 
Emperor's reign I The eloquence of 
the impetuous Batavian was irresis- 
tible, and it was determined to cut off 
the Constable's retreat.* 

Three miles from the Fauboui^g 
dlsle, to which that general had now 
advanced, was a narrow pass or defile, 
between steep and closely -hanging 
lulls. While advancing through this 
ravine in the morning, the Constable 
had observed that the enemy might 
have it in their power to intercept his 
return at that point. He had therefore 
left the Rhinegrave, with his company 
of mounted carabineers, to guard the 
passage. Being ready to commence 
his retreat, he now sent forward the 
Due de Nevers, with four companies of 
cavalry, to strengthen that important 
position, which he feared might be 
inadequately guarded. The act of 
caution came too late. This was the 
fatal point which the quick glance of 
Egmont had af once detected. As 
Nevers reached the spot, two thousand 
of the enemy's cavalry rode through 
and occupied the narrow passage. In- 
flamed by mortification and despair, 
Nevers would have at once charged 
those troops, although outnumber- 
ing his own by nearly four to one. 
His officers restrained him with diffi- 
culty, recalling to his memory the 
peremptory orders which he had re- 
ceived from the Constable to guard 
the passage, but on no account to 
hazard an engagement, until sustained 
by the body of the army. It was a 
case in which rashness would have 
been the best discretion. The head- 
long charge which the Duke had been 
about to make, might possibly have 
cleared the path and have extricated 
the army, provided the Constable had 
followed up the movement by a rapid 
advance upon his part. As it was, the 
passage was soon blocked up by freshly- 
advancing bodies of Spanish and Fle- 
mish cavalry, while Nevers slowly and 
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g-j^:%Hi iu the enterprise, lost their lives 
i:lk»u the field. The remainder of the 
jjtiiy was captured or utterly disor- 
cuii^ed- When Nevers re\-iewed, at 
i^wii, the wreck of the Constable's 
whole force, he found some thirteen 
hundred French and three hundred 
Genium cavalry, with four companies 
or French infantry remaining out of 
drceeu. ;uid four thousand German foot 
rciuiiuing of twelve thousand. Of 
cwcnty-\.nie or twenty-two thousand 
remarkably tine and well-appointed 
trt.M.^()i), ;ill but six thousand had been 
kiiU\l or made prisoners within an 
hour. The Constable himself, with a 
wound in the groin, was a captive. 
The Ouko of Enghien, after behaving 
with brillivUit valour, and many times 
i-Ailying the troops, was shot through 
the iKKly . and brought into the enemy's 
o;iuip only to expire. The Due de 
Mout^teiuuer. the Marshal de Saint 
Aiuliv. the Ouc de Longueville, Prince 
Liulovio of Mantua, the Baron Corton, 
la luvhe du ^[aA'ne, tiie Rhinegrave, 
tho l\>uut8 de Rochefoucauld, d'Au- 
bi^ni. vie Rochefort, all were taken. 
The l>uc de Nevers, the Prince of 
Condo. with a few others, escaped; 
althv>ugh 80 absolute was the convic- 
tion that 8uch an escape was impossible, 
that it w:w not believed by the vio- 
U»riou8 anuy. "When Xevers sent a 
trumpet, after the battle, to the Duke 
K>i Savoy. ft)r the purpose of negotiat- 
ing CiUicoming the prisoners, the trum- 
IH'tcr w:is pronoun*^ an imi>ostor, and 
tho Ouko's letter a forgery ; nor was 
it till after the whole field had been 
diligently searched for his dead body 
witliout success, that Nevers could 
|H>i-ttuatle the conquerors that he was 
still in existence.^ 

i.)f i^hilip's army but fifty lost their 
lives,* Lewis of Brederode was smo- 
thoriHl in his armour; and the two 
Counts Spiegelbei^ and Count Wal- 
dci'k were also killed. Besides these, 
no officer of distinction felL All the 
French standards and all their artillery 
but two pieces were taken, and placed 
liefore the King, who the next day 
came into the camp before Saint Quen- 

'Ibid. 
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tin. The prisoners of distinction were 
likewise presented to him in long pro- 
oessicm. Barely had a monarch of 
Spain enjoyed a more signal triumph 
than this which Philip now owed to 
the gallantry and promptness of Count 
Egmont.^ 

While the King stood reviewing the 
spoOs of victory, a light horseman of 
Don Henrico Manrique's regiment ap- 
proached, and presented him with a 
sword. " I am the man, may it please 
your Majesty," said the trooper, "who 
took the Constable ; here is his sword ; 
may your Majesty be pleased to give 
me something to eat in my house." 
" I promise it," replied Philip ; upon 
which the soldier kissed his Majesty's 
hand and retired. ' It was the custom 
universally recognised in that day, 
that the king was the king's captive, 
and the general the general's, but that 
the man, whether soldier or officer, 
who took the commander-in-chief, was 
entitled to ten thousand ducats.^ Upon 
this occasion the Constable was the 
prisoner of Philip, supposed to com- 
mand his own army in person. A cer- 
tain Spanish Capt^un Yalenzuela, how- 
ever, disputed the soldier's claim to 
the Constable's sword. The trooper 
advanced at once to the Constable, 
who stood there with the rest of the 
illustrious prisoners. "Your excel- 
lency is a Christian," said he ; " please 
to declare upon your conscience and 
ibe faith of a cavalier, whether 'twas 
I that took you prisoner. It need not 
surprise your excellency that I am but 
a soldier, since with soldiers his Ma- 
jesty must wage his wars." "Cer- 
tainly," replied the Constable, "you 
took me and took my horse, and I 
gave you my sword. My word, how- 
ever, I pledged to Captain Valenzuela." 
It appearing, however, that the custom 

1 Hoofd, i. 8, 0. MetereD, 1. 18, sqq. De 
Thoa, iii. 157-160. Bor, i. 16. The Nether- 
Imd aoooonts generally give at least four 
fiurasaiMl killed of the French army. A co- 
tanporary proclamation for a thanksgiving 
kraed by the government, fourteen dajrs 
tfter the battle, states, however, the number 
of HDed, wounded, and prisoners, on the 
Treoeh side, at forty-eight " companies" of 
in&ntoy and five thousand cavalry.— Van 
Wyn, Byvoegsels en Anmerkingen op Wage- 
naarTadeil. Hist (Amst 1792), vi 18-15. 



of Spain did not recognise a pledge 
given to any one but the actual captor, 
it was arranged that the soldier should 
give two thousand of his ten thousand 
ducats to the captain. Thus the dis- 
pute ended.* 

Such was the brilliant victory of 
Saint Quentin, worthy to be placed in 
the same list with the world-renowned 
combats of Cre9y and Agincourt. The 
Flemish frontier was saved for the 
time from the misery which was now 
to be inflicted upon the French border. 
This was sufficient to cause the victory 
to be hailed as rapturously by the 
people as by the troops. From that 
day forth the name of the brave Hol- 
lander was like the sound of a trumpet 
to the army. "Egmont and Saint 
Quentin" rang through every mouth 
to the furthest extremity of Philip's 
realms. ^ A deadly blow was struck to 
the very heart of France. The fruits 
of all the victories of Francis and 
Henry withered. The battle, with 
others which were to follow it, won by 
the same hand, were soon to compel 
the signature of one of the most dis- 
astroud treaties which had ever dis- 
graced the history of France. 

The fame and power of the Con- 
stable faded — his misfortunes and cap- 
tivity fell like a blight upon the 
ancient glory of the house of Mont- 
morency — ^his enemies destroyed his 
influence and his popularity. ^ On the 
other hand, the exultation of Philip 
was as keen as his cold and stony 
nature would permit. The magnificent 
palace-convent of the Escorial, dedi- 
cated to the saint on whose festival the 
battle had been fought, and built in 
the shape of the gridiron on which that 
martyr had suflfered, was soon after- 
wards erected in pious commemoration 
of the event. ^ Such was the celebra- 

3 Battalia de San Quintin. Documentos 
Ineditos, ix. 496. 

» ** Es cosa muy antiqua entre gente 

de guerra que el gener?J es del general y el 
Key deJ Rey : pero a quien lo prende le dan 
10,000 ducados."— Documentos Ineditos, ix. 
496. 

* Ibid., ix. 496, 497. 
» Hoofd, i. 9. 

• De Thou, m. 160. 
r Hoofd, i. 9. 






'jfl Th^ RUf of the Dutch Repuhlic, [1557. 

i..*: -.* •j.t vlt-r. r,-. The rowanl re- ' the pLice. His gvrisaii conuted 
k< . i-. : : -.Ir % ;..-•.. r w.'u? t. . l* ivcvnieJ Ixirely of eight hundred men. bat the 
^;t i Li?*.- n*. | siege was still sustained, xzuinly hrhis 

M ;c:i ^:.\^\\\' n. n>^t to say courage and sagacity, and by the i^nxit 
T^t ; .f ....i..i:_.*.y • i Philip, prevente^l of his brother Andelot. Theoomponv 
1 .... ::.::. ?- ^ ::.^' '.hv Z' Idon fniit** of of ca\-alrT. belonging to the Dauphin s 
L ..- -.. ..-■-:. • i.. r cr.i:!.„k::d I JvnM ja w i.^hod n?g: lueut, had behaved badly, and even 
-.i<: 1 » ■.. ** : j11 wvvi up Wan ini- with cowardice, since the death of their 
i:.f....;U ^..i.:.'. -.ii-'n ParijiJ Such was commander Teligny. The citizens were 
Lj» -.It iK''..\.^- i all :Le d:.4c:nc\ii:*heii naturally weary and impatient of the 
fr."-..rr> f -}.r fw-v. I: was un^iuo^rion- siege. Mining and countermining oon- 
i. ^ -.It . • .::: :.. a^id w uM have been tiimed till the Hist August. A steach^ 
tLt '.r>.'i. : i.'h trills li:ui he Iven on cannonade was then mainxauned until 
*JL.i z.-.'.'. : S..-,:r.t v;.:vr.:in. cripploii as the 27th. Upon that day, eleren 
Li .. .*? jt. t ".i- : Lw A hi* s^^n. He breaches baring been made in the 
o .1*. :. '. : :.>.A*. Li* raje and r::or:;n- walls, a simultaneous auaidt was oi^ 
ci.'.- :. ■■^Lt:. he i :r.d that l*ari# ha^i dered at four of them. The citizena 
1/ : *.u..-:.. i:: : i* #..»:. i t-- L.»vo refv.wii were siaii.^ned up»?n the walls, the 
•. r-.-vi "Jn- .i..->:i.>:vLes which rt-o. rv:t\i soldiers in the breaches^ There ma a 
:1a". ".1- r-ii:.: Lwi e.: W'er. c^:is-.:m- shore but sanguinary contest, the gani- 
r_^:c«i.* ri-.rc wi* .-^ruiiity l:::Io c-i s*^n resisting with unconmion braveiy. 
ti: -■ :: i".:: r r ir. Thiliv's nature : Sudder.ly an entrance was effected 
z. Tl.-.r-j "*:.:. h, -a. -.u.*. have lovi hir.: to thrv^r.gh a tower whidi had been 
t. '^v. '.Li s-»:Vs: jrir.ci:'.!* .f stra:*-^ tLov.ght s-.-^ciently strv^ng. and which 
cy Mr •*.».* r. t tho :v,a:: ts* r".w v.p h.id l*>en left unguarded. Coligny, 
c;.".i .? j-V-.Twlly t:.o :'.■»- whioh h.ui n:shir.c to the spot, engage^l the enemy 
■>.T-^ ?::■-. i: S.»::.: Qv.rr.ti::. still un- .Ur.:«vt single-haaded. He waa soon 
tAJ.:r. .-^'1. :«r. i.titi'.ie.: 'y Vv.T eicht ovcrj^.-wer>?d. being anended only by 
-- - - — ■ ■ — ■■ *-" *- - !>,:r men a^d a page, was made a pn- 

Sv-r.er Vy a so\i:er named FVanciaco 
l^i.w. .\r.d ccnd*.:.''te*.i thn>ugfa one of 
the sv.l terranci-iz mines into the piro- 
wT-vV «.-• the Puke of Saroy, from 
whom the *:j»ptcr received ten thousand 
tv.*.cat.< iu exch-iage for the Admizal'a 
*"».rd. The ightirg still continued 
with great deterti±:ation in the streeta^ 
the Vrive Ardejct nf*:stii?g tothelast^ 
Ho wr.s. hrwerer, a: las: overpowered, 
.ii-.vi tAhfa rrA^-er. Phiiip. who had, 
AS v.s"::.'l1. arrive*.! in the trenchei W 
r..vr.. :»rr.;e».i in vvmpl^te hanieM.with 
.1 '.vof .-.trryir^ his helmet, was met by 
the intc'lligrf-Tice that the city of Saint 
\^"cr.tir. ^:j»s his ."^wn.* 

T.- A h.-TTi:Itf .rartiage succeeded a 
X ■: -:.-.-:. •.■.. *r.i * ^i hir.. ;. *.:": •.v.irc^vl ?iwk .-i::ii a wvr.r.;«rf.t:.n stiU more hor 

r:V*i\ h: eveiry hcv-se entered during 
:r.:- r.Tst *-jv, e\ erv human being waa 
V.:t.-h^-.v. ■ The kjk-k lasted aU that 
.i/iv. .v.-..i thf xkh.-le v'i the following, 
^,; — ^'.-.-VATf Scjr::v.r. C'-accr Life, 121, 

V,:--,:v 1 ISL l\v,.*~^iU>i Uieditoi^ is. 




557] 

I the night of the 28^ There wa» 
Im did not obtuin an 
! und^fp and some Icdl- 
. . -^ d in getting poetiefiBtoii 
^ thi^e^ iLnd even twelve tbouisand 
aacih*^ The women were not 
■ftHy outraged, but they were 
|>|>ed ajniL^st entirely Bated, le«t 
hould eoiiccal treasure which be- 
Ui their conquerora, and they 
FftUahed in th^ face with lciiii^€«, 
ily in sporty |>artly us a punishtdfint 
not giving up property which was 
in their pog^eieion. The aoldiera 
vG.n cut gW the aruta of nuany Bjmong 
ha^ wretched woioeiij' and theu 
DLFfied thetii Ifioee, maimed and nakedj 
Eito the l)kzing streets ; for the t^jwn, 
on the 2Bth, "w&a l^iod in a hundred 
pl^Lces, and vsm now <me general eon- 
fiagration. The atreetfi were already 
Strerwn with the corpaes of the butch- 
ered garrmta and dtizens; while the 
anrriyore were nQW burned in their 
houaet. Hnnian heads, liinh#, ajid 
tnmlu wei>e mingled among the bricks 
'i raftets of tbe houses, which were 
E on every side-^ The fire lasted 
night, without mi attempt 
made to extinguish it; while 
i K^enB daihed like devik through 
^lUme and smoke in aearch of booty. 
Bearing lighted torches, they de- 
BGeoded intu every subterranean vault 
sod re^septiielej of w^hich there were 
mmj m the town, and in every one of 
vhich they hoped to dl^over hidden 
twiDuye.* The wetk of killing, phm- 
pg ' -^ ^ -^ning lasted nearly three 
The street**, mean- 
umbered with heaps of 
, iii/t a tiiugle one of whieb bad 
[ buried since the capture of tJie 
The remains of nearly all the 
ifcMe^botiTed mdie population^ dismem 
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by fire, polluted the mitknmmer air* 
The wflmen, taeantime, had bten again 
driven into the cathedral, where they 
had houaed during the siege^ and where 
they now crouclied together in trem* 
bling expectation of their fat,e.® 

On thd 29th Augtwt^ at two o*clock 
in the afternoon, Philip issued an 
order that every wonian^ without an 
exception^ ahould be driven ont of the 
city into the French territory/ Siiint 
Quentin, which aeventy yaire before 
had been a Flemish town, was to bd 
re-anuexedj and not a single man, 
womaUj or child who could ^peak the 
French language, wae to remain an- 
other hour in the place. The tont^ea 
of the men had been offeLtimUy 
ailent^ed. The women, to the nmuber 
of three thousand five hundred^ were 
now compelled to leave the cathedral 
and the city.^ 3rjme were in a starv- 
ing condition; others had been des- 
perately wounded; all, as tbej [lasHcd 
through the ruiuous streets of what 
had been their home, were compelled 
to tread upon the unbuned remains of 
their fathers^ husbands, or brethren. 
To none of these miserable creatures 
remained a living proteetor — hardly 
even a dead body which could be re- 
cognised; and thus the ghastly pro- 
cession of more tlian three thousand 
women, many with gaping w^ounds in 
the face, many with their anna cut off 
anti festering, of all rankn and ages^ 
some numbering more than niuety 
years, bareheaded^ with grfiy* bair 
streaming upon their ahoulders ; others 
with nim^iug infanta in their arms, 
escorted by a compcny of heavy-aruied 
troopers, left for evt^r their native city. 
All made the {Hsmal journey upon 
foot, aav^ that carts were allowed to 
transport the childreu between the 
age^ of two and six years." The deso- 



* poLnrnjcntos Incditoa, i%^ 5lU, 

* " ' Y on mijchos [ytAbfin los peflrtzos 

qi ic ] m corn Iah los norrPB ii« tuxib d^ y aJgiiiiofl 
iiliun miU," et4t Ibid, 

* DocumBJitua In<]ditOA, 310» sqq, 
» IbJd 

" D»KMidifihtOg tliflditDK, 61^, sqq. 
■ ''Ciertfi aloB piAdosoa hnckd;em(i;aLnda 
lastima vollfls it, vor 3,500 mngtrei,— 

uuLclikSs cmi ciichillutlQii, — Y liJibia cutrt^clSaa 



UUoEi ou^l dlt^populAtiiin wev& now 
• ' ' * ^ " *■ 1 wandered fctrougli the 
At aU tluB/* saya & Bp&a- 
. lui waa prfisent^ and kept 
li ^U«u,'y *Ji iitl wliieh occmrcd, *' and it 
iH^tiTiLed to ma that it was an other de- 
struction of Jomaaleni. Wliat moat 
etniuk me was, to find not ^ Biugl^ 
tieuisflen of the town leftj who waa or 
who d^red to ciU hinuelf French. 
How vain and trauAitoty^ thought I, 
are the thicp of thiA world I Bix 
days cigo wMt richea wtare in the Git)% 
and miW rejiu^ins not one fffcone upon 
imother,"^ 

The expuIsifrTi of the women hod 
b&en acoomplifthedby the e3tpi't?«fl erim- 
ro^nd of Philipj who moreover hful 
suido no eSToft to Jitaj the work of 
OfttlUkg«j pElage, and conflagration. 
The pious King hml not forgotten, 
however^ hJa duty to the saintg, Aa 
soon an the £re hsid broken out, 
he liiwl HCQt to tUu cathedral, whence 
li*s had caiiaod the bodj of Saint 
QuiiLitiD to be removed, and phi4jed 
in tbe roytil tt^nt,* Hefe aa idtar 
wOH fMTMigt:di upon one aide of which 
WrtJi pliMied tbo coffin of that holy 
nersrinage» and upon the other the 
head of the *' gjorioiia Saint Gre- 
gory** (whoeve? tSftat glorioiia indi- 
iwdiwJ rnay h^ive been in life), together 
with many other relica brought from 
the ohnrch,* Within the sacred en- 
closure many maasea were said datly/ 
while aJ] thm devii*a work was going 
on without. The saint who hatl biioii 
buried for ceuturlea waa comfortably 
hoiit*fxl and guarded by the monarch, 
whiW dogs were gnawing the oarcaaea 
of tlie freshly - alain men of Saint 
Quentin» and troopers were driving 
into perpetual exik its desolate and 
mtitilated women* 

The mo»t dlBtinguiahed captives 
upou thia oeca*tion were,, of coiirso* 
Coligny and hie brother. Andelot 
waa^ however, fortunate enough to 
make bis eecai>B that nigbt under the 
edge of the tent in which he wa^ con- 
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fined. The adxniral wfia tilien t<» Ani 
werp. Here ha lay f'^" ^•■- •^'- -^^^ Vf^ 



- Ik^rtl mi am erihUima an au» 
^.— Uoeuroontijft In^ditod, tJt, 



d; 



aick with a lever. U \ 

having no better pa^tn 

reading the SoriptureB.^ TUv t^s»kllt^ 

was his converaioo to CalrtniauL,*^ J 

tbe world shudders yet at the falw. 1 

whi<;b that converaion involved hiuL 

Saint Quentin being thus reduiie<I»-^ 
Fhilip was not more dispoaed to pu&h 
by fortune The ilme was now waet(jd_ 
in tbe aiege of seToral cdmpArativeli^ 
unimporttmt places, ao thai tbe fruiti 
of Egmont'a valour wore not yet allowe 
to ripen* Early in September, 
Catelet was taken. On the 12th 
the Bama month the citn^lel of Han 
yielded, after receiving two thousand 
shota from Plulip** artillery, while No- 
jon> Cbanley, and eome other places 
of leaser iuiportance^ were burned 
to the ground. After all thia amoka 
and lire upon the frontier, produtrtiva 
of but slender consequences, Philip 
diabandi^ his army and retired to 
Bruasela. He reaohed that city on tbe 
12th October, The English returned 
to their own country,^ The campaign 
of 1557 was closed without a material 
result, and th^ victury of Saint Quentin 
remained for a season barren. 

In the meantime the French wen 
not idle* The army of ihe CouatablJ 
had been destroyedj hut the Duke " 
Guiae, who had come po^t haste i 
Italy after hearing the news of T 
Quentin, wa^a very willing to or^ 
another. He wus burning with imji 
tionee both to retrieve Ida own remiii 
tion, which had suffered some littl 
damage by hia recent Italian campaig 
and to profit hy the csaptivity of T 
fallen rival the Genstable. 
tbe time occupi^ by the languid 
dilatory proceedings of Phili(j * 
autumn, the Duke had aeroori _ 
recruited in France and Germany 
considemhie army. In January ^15SI( 
he was ready to take the field. It I 
been determined in the French cablj 
netj however, not to attempt to wjl 

* Ibid. m. 
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ok t!i«* placeKtwMclL lliej had lo^ m 
|*ic»rclyp biit i^ carjiy the wiu" iuio the 
[ ieTt itoTj (if tlie ally. It waa fated that 
lJ th> <ijM l>ear all the) loiSBea, ajid 
1} i ite all the gaiji and 

- uitet! froia their tmjtecl 
Uuu^ It was tli€ WM' of the 
^ii^tina bfisbaod^ with wMeh the 
'ijaetas |>eopk hfwl no euticero, but 
in wkich the Irwst trophiei^ (>f thti Black 
Tihiti'c- wyre to Le forftiined. On the 
: y, 165% thu Dug dm Giiiae 
■ Ni^fore Cal^> The Marahnl 
. previoualy made an exps- 
_ nke^ to ejtamiae the place. 
o£ iim exauiiimiiuii wa^ 
fffiaon waa weak, and thai 
miidi upon the eitad^il 
l^ft tr amcndous caunooMle^ which 
I a wi?ek. Mid wa* heard in Ant* 
.tfoa taken by assault.* 
'HgiuaUy won after a 
t WM :uii liiui Is^ted a twelvemonth* 
uen held two hundred and ten 
^ and was now loHt in sev^en daya^ 
daja more, and ten thaneand 
I from thirty -five great guns 
h)V tlie rednctiou oi Guineu*" 
tliei lifit ve^tigQ qI Sngljeh do- 
t subitautial pretejtt of 
' r«£ii to wear the title 

' ti.^ uf France, waa lost for 

yer. King Henry vimted Cidaia, 
rhich after two centime of eatninge- 
neat had now become a French town 
aioj appointed Paul de Thennea 
iT of the place, aaid then re- 
to Paris to celebrate scKjn 
the uukn-jage of the Dau- 
with the ideco of the Gtiisea, 
)% Qu^-en nf Scotfl.^ 
Til together with the brief 

yt .11 of the Ihike, whkh 

ustiii IMF an instant the rlrooping 
of France, were destined before 
I give ^ new face to offers, while 
tha a^ecdaacy of the 
Hh party in the kingdom. Die- 
I e$li|i«e had come over the honse 
[. Munindarency and Collgny, while 
of GuiBe, brilliant witii the 
i of Calais, now aulminatcd to 
ajtk 
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It waa at this period that the tno- 
morable interview betweau the two 
cecleaiausticfl, the Bishop of Arr^ and 
the Cardinal de Lorminej took place 
at Poronne, From this eentrcd jujint 
eominecLced the weaving of that wide- 
spread Bchemej in which the fate of 
nuUionfi was to be involved The 
Duchees Chriatina de Lomiipej cousin 
oi Philip, bad accompanied hi in ta 
8aint Quentin. Permission had been 
obtained by the Due de Guiae and his 
lirofcher, the Cardinal, to visit her at 
Peronne* The Dncheas was acoom- 
panied by the Bishop of Arma, and the 
oonsequonee was a full and secret ne- 
gotiation between the two prientft* It 
may be suppoised that Philip*^ whort- 
lived military ardour bad already ex- 
hauate^i itself. He \i^l mistttlcen his 
vocjitiun, and already resjogmsed tha 
false position in which h.^ was pl^ed, 
He was euntcnding against the mo- 
narch in whom he might iind the 
aureat ally against the arch enemy of 
both kingdoms, and of the world. The 

I French monarch held heresy in horrivrj, 
while, for himeelf, Philip had alreatly 

• decided upon his lif e*fl miasion. 

The crafty Bishop was more than a 
match for the vain and ambitioua Car- 

j dinaL That pr<;late waa assured that 
Philip considered the captivity of Co- 
ligny and Montmorency a apociul dis^ 
pensation of Providence, while the 
tutelar geniua of Frajice, ncitwithstand- 
iug the rerei^ea vuitained by that 
kingdom, wm still preserved. The 
Cardinal and bis brother^ it wns sug- 
geated, now held in their hands the 
deetiny of the kuigdom, and of Europe, 
The interests of both nations, of reli- 
gion, and of humanity, made it impe- 
mti ve uptin them to put an end tc* this 
unnatuTEd war, in order tliat the two 
monarchs might miite hand and heart 
for the extiii-pation of hen^^y, Philip 
placed full reliance upon the wietiom 
and discretion of the CardinaL It 
was neee^gf],ry that these negotiationa 
jihould for the praaent remain a pro- 
found secret \ but in the meantime a 
peace ou^t to be conoluded with as 

« Metflreu. Be Tbou, Heofd, Bor, ubl 
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little dalaj 9a postble — a result wMt^k, \ 
it was afErmed, waa oa heartDj desired 
hj PMlip as It could be by Herary, i, 
Tb^ BiHhop wai soon ivware of th« im- 1 
presaiou which Mb Artful BUggi^itioiii 
lad produced. TheCkniinal^iEisplredbj 
the flattery thua £reely adxmnisteTed, 
aa weD as by the promptii^ga of hifi 
own aDabitian^ lent a williDg «&r to the . 
BUhap's plaoB.^ Thua was laid ih& * 
found^ion of a Tast Bcbeme, wluch 
titne was to complete A crusade with 
the whok strength of the French and 
Spanifih crownB^ woa resolved upoD 
agniufi tlieir own Bubjocta. Tba 
Bkhop's task wfia ;y:?compliidi&d. The 
CaJtlinjfli returned to Fra.neej, deter- 
jiiined to effect a peac43 with Bpuun. 
lie waa ocmvinoed that the gloiy of hU 
liuuae was to be enhAuc^^ aud it^ 
jKiwer impregnably eetabliahed, by £i 
coi'dlaJ coHipe ration with Philip in hiB 
dark schemea agaiufit religion aud hu- 
munity^ The negotiatiomi were kept^ 
howevefj profoundly secreL A new 
campadgn and fresh hunulktiona were 
to precede the aeceptauce by FVance 
of the pijace %vliich was thus proffer^sd. 

Hostile operationa were renewed 
Boon after the interview at Peronne, 
'^I'he Duke of Gaiae, w)iti had pixKiurod 
five thou Band cavalry and fourteen 
thousand infautry in Germany,* now, 
at tJie desire of the King, undertook 
an enterpri.^ flgainet liiionviHe/ a 
city of importaaoe «od gre&t fltrcfigUi 
in Luxenibui^j upon the river Moaelle. 
The OMaautt waa made upon the *22d 
Jmie^ a»d the garriaoo capitulated luv 
mediat&ly afterwardji.* It waa a aiege 
conducted in a regular aud bu»inc»s- 
like w*ay, but the details possean no 
int«feat. It wasj however, fflftJiiliaed 
by the death of one of the euiinent 
at! venturers of th« age, Marshal Strozai. 
Thia brave, but alwaya unlucky aoldier^ 
waa alain by a muaket-ball whUe aadat- 
iijg the Duke of Oulee— whoae arm 
Wfia at that instant reathig upon Ma 
aJtuuldtir — to point a gun at the for* 
trewt' 

After the fall of ThionviUe, the Duo 
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lug no exerttons to follow up 1 
ce^ which had intended him 
opemiig of the campaign. Tb 
f Qftime of the French wae neutroJls 
hjtbe same languor which hod markd 
the mo\'ement» of Philip after the i 
tory of St^int Quentin. The tlm^ 
which mi|^ht hATe been useftdly i 
ployed, wafi wasted by the Dtike 
trivial buaineaB, or in absolute tot^ 
Thia may have been the result of i 
treachero\ia underatanding with Sp 
and the first traits of the interview i 
Peronne. Whatever the cauHe, hoi^ 
ever, the mimediate <JOQBequence» wei 
di&a^«r to the French nation, and T 
miliatiou to the croivn. 

It had been the plan of the French 
cabinet that Mar&bal de ThermeSj 
xxpoti the capture of Calais^ had 1 
appointed governor of the city, sho 
take adTant.age of hi a position tm i 
aa poaaible. Having aesetubiod 
army of aome eight thonaand foot i 
iifteen huudi^ horae,*^ pirtlj Gafiood 
and partly Germ ana, he waa aceon" 
ly directed to ravage the neighbou 
country, particularly the connty 
Saint PoL la the meantime, the D4 
de Guise, hATiiig reduced the citien < 
the acFuthem fnmtier^ waa to move i 
a northerly direction, make a junctid 
with the Marshal, and thuj» e^ttendjj 
barrier along the whole frontier of 1" 
Netherlanda. 

De Thennea set forth from Ca]a>i9» j 
the beginning of Jime, Ti^th his newM 
organised army Paasing by Grail 
lines and Bourbourg, he ajrived befoi 
Dutikerk on the 2d of July. The oit^ 
which waa without a garrisc^ti, op 
negotintiona, during the pondenc 
which it waa taken by ag&iult t 
laged. The town of Saint Winod 
shared the same fate, De "" 
who wft* a martyr to tte gout, 
obliged at thia pcihit tempon^rily 
resign the eomma»dto D'Estontev'" 
a ferooioua soldier;, who led the 
datory army aa far aa Niewport^ T 
ing, kilUng, ravifihiug, plundering 

* 0e Hum, lit 229-235. UeUii^a, I 
Hoofd, L li. la. 
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r weDt. Meantime Philip, who was 
L BnmsetS; had cErected the Dule of 
AVioy to oppose th«> Due d@ Guise 
^ t all ottny which hjul been haatily 
liDoIlDctedl iLod organi^d at Maubmigep 
the province of Namur. He now 
>etl^ ii po£^ihlet to attack «id ciit 
r the £c*rceB of Be Thermae before be 
eiteiid the Imad to Gitifle, at 

. his^ retniit to Calais 
bed Trith vicksrv over defetic^ 
i |iteaaanis, laden with the gpods of 
eked and bumuig towofi, the airinj 
De Tbenxies was already do ite 
omew&rd ixuu^ It was tbe momeot 
or a fluddeii and drirjutr blow* Whose 
ana aiiould deal it ? W hrit general ui 
p>,,'5r,'^ J, IT:.,.,- ....-■.■,.>....! ti|e recimaite 
I J audiicity; 

1 of caytilry 
n3<jr», y4tj Uiki 4Uid 4-apid hero of St 
iuentln If E^gmoQtr, in obedience to 
Kiti^'t! <H:»mnj;iridj threw himflelf fvt 
Lce intkt tht^ £^44l. He baetily col- 
;ted :dl the avaiiahlfi foreea in th@ 
fi|E;fhboiiii'bood. TheseT with drafts 
the Duke of Savoy "a army^ aud 
I^tacluu^uta uuder Marghal Big- 
irom the garri^UH of Saint 
me, Aire, and Bourboui^, 
kted to ten tbouBand foot 
thousand horse. * HU num- 
wertj still furthtfr tiwdlen by large 
of pfeiisjantry, both m*jD and 
Fonien^ maddetied by their rec&ut in- 
'ias, aud fchinrtinig for vengeance* 
ith these troops the ener^otiG chief- 
took up his poHiluoii dii-ectly in 
*^ ' f the Frentih army. Deter- 
Lfiiftroy Be Therm f?a with a}} 
^ or to BfieriUce hiiiiaelf^ he 
hm iiniiy lit Graveimea, a »mtdl 
lying near the flearfihore^ and 
midway between Calaie tmd 
rk- The French general was 
iniahing toudb to hia. ei- 
oomplettng the conflagra- 
ikerk, and wm moving 
wh€ixi he beeame aware of 
in km path. Although eiiffer- 
nn aerere sickueaa, he mounted 
horae and pei^onoUy conducted hia 
to Oravdlnefl. Here he found 
completely arreBted. On 



that nigbt, which wsa the ISth July, 
be held # council of c^kersv It wim 
determined to refti^a the combat of- 
feredj, and, if poifiible, to i^scape at low 
tide along the aands toward Ca^lais. 
The next niorriing he croBsed the river 
Aftj below GraTeljnea, Egmout^ who 
waa not the man, on that (KuvAnhm at 
least, tti build a golden britfge for a 
flying en«i&iy, crOH»ed the i^ime stream 
juat ^biiive the town, and drew up hi^ 
whole force in battle army. De 
Thermea could no longer avoid the 
conlliet thua resolutely forced upon 
him. Courage wa» now Ms only coun- 
sellor. Being not nmterially outnum* 
bered by hii adversaries, he had, at 
leaf^T ^^ even chance of cutting hm 
way through all obstaeles^ and of aav- 
ing hifl anny and hia treaiiure. The 
sea waa on his right handj the Aa be- 
hind him, the enemy in front. He 
piled bis faftggage and wi^gons so aa to 
form a barricade npon his left^ and 
placed hia artillery, eonaiating of four 
culvenn^fl and three falconets, in front. 
Behind tbeee he drew up bis cavalry, 
supported at each stde by the GaeconB, 
and placed hia French and German in- 
fantry in the rear. 

Egmont* on the other hand, divided 
his cavalry into five ^nadrona. Three 
of light horse were placed in advance 
for the fttat afi^ault^the centre com- 
manded by lumself, the two winga by 
Cotmt Pontenals and Henrico Henri- 
quez. The black buseari^ of I^zarus 
Scbwendi and the Flemiah gendarmea 
came next. Behind these was the in- 
fan try, divMetl into tliree nations, 
Spanish, German, aufl Flemieh, and 
reepectively commanded by Carvajali 
Monchausen, and Bignicourt. I^gmont, 
having characteric^ticjdly eelected the 
poat of danger in the very front of 
battle for himself, could no longer re- 
ttrain Ms impatience. **The foe ia 
oun already/ he fihouted; "follow 
me J all who love their fatherland" 
With that be eet spurs to his horae, 
and having hia own regiment well in 
haiidt dashed upon the enemy, The 
GftBCona received the charge with cool- 
ness, and — under cover of a murderous 
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^T F.r'.'.t'.c;'* £«--r*t ttw i:i: -zi*ifr 

^---r K -i* /^-r-r- 3T«ii*»r-.=r^ if ^^ 

*:r.i;-.-::_ K-.r=.'±:^ a::j.*:ii.-ir. L* igt^ 

izf...n^i "iLr Fr»ri:-:L. tL* bice :: & 

tLr 'v.-iniiri* icii Flrni-z^w I* -"rss i 
^i, L-icd-oL-ini o^jL?: — *^zL=nI 
az-i *..Ldi&r, caTil:^ asri pik-r-.^r 
larger iti r:i-.?k^t.»*r. r-.r-.Tlei •:.> 
g'/'Ji^r .in en* dirk, cinfriseii. and 

t^iois batti= on th* aa&is^ F:-r a Ii-n^ 
tine i: iras d.ibtri! on -srhi-h side 
T-cr^vrr ttm to incline. \rJX at iaf: ten 

in tLe ■"-■ffin.r. and riiizinz up sx-n 
afvKTTiria as cV.h^ v.« the shore se was 
p^/^t-i '-fl'^. oT^n€d thtrir nre ;iyj»3ii the 5:i!l 
vnbr.k^n l:n*3 of the French. The 
Jihiijsj were vx^ di«tr-4at. the danger of 
inj: ring fririii a-s -.rell a« f-^e t.» immi- 
nent; to aI!o-!r of their eiertinz anv 
irrir^.rtant infi^ience uT>^n the rerjit. 
The >?p:rit '/f the enemy was broken, 
however, }>y thL« attack upon their 
isea-.vard wide, which they had thought 
irnpre^jable. At the same time a de- 
ta/:hT(:t:nt of German cavalry which 
haul \/fsfin d:recte^l by Egmont to make 
it« way under the dovnia to the south- 
v/ard, now gucceeded in turning their 
left fl;ink. Egmont, profiting by their 
amiw^ion, charged them again with 
redoubled vigour. The fate of the 
day warf deci'led The French cayalry 
waverfri-l, broke their ranks, and in 
their flight carried dismay throughout 
tho whole army. The rout was total ; 
h^-jr^e and ff>ot, French, Gascon, and 
German flwl from the field together. 
Fifteen hundred fell in the action, as 
many more were driven into the sea, 
while great numbers were torn to 
)>ieceii by the exasperated peasants. 
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TT-: ^:v «H?r*T varied out their 
re v&e bhood of the dis- 
wi^hszis. vad wounded sol- 
li-iT^- 7b«* anj rf De Thermes was 
TOo-j iescrryid, and with h the last 
'^.rzK :i Fn=»5c f :r aa iKnoarable and 
•*':-:j^ zri'r'iisuarQ. She was now ait 
?^^t'$ f-iifC »> dtas this brilliant 
si-LJTT fcrn-rc was. ia regard to tiie 
'^*:^JL :i zzi isamediate and its 
rieszits. oae <rf the most 
i^n.sT-* aoi Krfsfatr that have erer 
'•iirTi f-m^nt. Tu* l^teadi army en- 
rwTiii wu ,&EziihiLs:ed. Marshal de 
T'zjzin^iae. whh a wo-md in the head, 
Sf=ar7«:GT. A-niback, Villefon, Mop- 
Tdi-rr^ trhdzilis. aad many others of 
h'gr. rink were prtstMaers. The French 
ni:car:h Lsd ttX m:ich heart to set 
i:«:-r: the ofganisadon of another 
imy : * a td^ which he was now com- 
r«»II*i to nni^rtake. He was soon 
.'ilic^d to make the best terms which 
he o:-^d. and t*:- ocqisent to a most 
nnfsvo-jarable treaty. 

The Mirshal de Thermes was se- 
ver^cly cearjred for having remained so 
long at P-mkerk and in its neighbour- 
hood. He was condenmed still more 
lou'ily for not having at least effected 
his escape beyond Gravelines, during 
the night which preceded the contest 
With n^ard to the last charge, how- 
ever,, it may well be doubted whether 
any nocturnal attempt would haye 
been likely to escape the vigilance of 

j Egmont. Touching his delay at Dun- 
kerk. it wr^ asserted that he had beoi 

: instnictev.1 to await in that place the 
junction with the Due de Guise, which 
had been previously arranged* But 
for the criminal and, then, inexplicable 
languor which characterised that com- 
mander*8 movements, after the capture 
of Thionville, the honour of France 
might still have been saved. 

\Miatever might have been the 
faults of De Thermes or of Guise, 
there could be little doubt as to the 
merit of Egmont. Thus within eleven 
months of the battle of Saint Quentin, 
had the Dutch hero gained another 
victory so decisive as to settle the fate 



» Motcrcn, i. 19. IlfKifd, i. 13, 14. 15. Bor, 
1. 10, 17.- Comiioro Cubruiii, iv. '21; DuThou, 
lii Ji21-Itll. 



* De Tliou, iii. 241. xx. 

» Hoof J, L 15. Do TLou, ubi sup. 



155a] 



Spanish Cavils. 



103 



of the war, and to elevate his soverjBign 
to a position from which he might 
dictate the terms of a triumphant 
p^tce.^ The opening scenes 6i Philip's 
reign were rendered as brilliant as the 
proudest dayff of the Emperor's career, 
while the provinces were enraptured 
with the prospect of early peace. To 
"v^hom, then, was the sacred debt of 
national and royal gratitude due but 
to Lamoral of Egmont ? His country- 
men gladly recognised the claim. He 
became the idol of the army; the 
familiar hero of ballad and story; the 
mirror of chivalry, and the god of 
popular worship. Throughout the 
Netherlands he was hailed as the right 
hand of the fatherland, the saviour of 
Flanders from devastation and outrage, 
the protector of the nation, the pillar 
of the throne.' 

The victor gained many friends by 
his victory, and one enemy. The bit- 
terness of that foe was likely, in the 
future, to outweigh all the plaudits of 
his friends. The Duke of Alva had 
strongly advised s^ainst giving battle 
toDe Thermes. He depreciated the 
triumph after it had been gained, by 
reflections upon the consequences 
which would have flowed had a defeat 
been suffered instead.' He even held 
this language to Egmont himself after 
his return to Brussels. The conqueror, ' 
flushed with his glory, was not inclined 
to digest the criticism, nor what he 
considered the venemous detraction of 
the Duke. More vain and arrogant 

1 Hoofd. Be Thou, uM sup 

'Koofd. i. 15. 

<Meteran, i. 19. Bor, L 17. Hoofd, 
115. 
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than ever, he treated his powerful 
S])anish rival with insolence, and an- 
swered his observations with angry 
sarcasms, even in the presence of the 
King.* Alva was not likely to forget 
the altercation, nor to forgive the tri- 
umph. 

There passed, naturally, much bitter 
censure and retort on both sides at 
court, between the friends and ad- 
herents of Egmont and those who sus- 
tained the party of his adversary. 
The battle of Gravelines was fought 
over daily, amid increasing violence 
and recrimination between Spaniard 
and Fleming, and the old international 
hatred flamed more fiercely than ever. 
Alva continued to censure the fool- 
hardiness which had risked so valuable 
an army on a single blow. Egmont's 
friends replied that it was easy for 
foreigners, who had nothing at risk in 
the country, to look on while the 
fields of the Netherlands were laid 
waste, and the homes and hearths of 
an industrious population made deso- 
late, by a brutal and rapacious soldiery. 
They who dwelt in the Provinces 
would be ever grateful to their pre- 
server for the result.' They had no 
eyes for the picture which the Spanish 
party painted of an imaginary triumph 
of De Thermes and its effects. How- 
ever the envious might cavil, now 
that the blow had been struck, the 
popular heart remained warm as ever, 
and refused to throw down the idol 
which had so recently been set up. 

Grevelinge, qu'il donna contra son advis et 

{>ropo8 haiiltains et superbes qu'il (Egmont) 
ui tint estant do retoiir victoricux en la 
villo do Bnixolles en la presence du Roy." — 
Pontus Payen MS., 378, 379. 
» Meteren, Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. 
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'J'm-: luiliU- «if ^jiiivfliiiiM li.-ul *liM'i«l»Hl 
the ijiu^^rioii. 'i'lif ijilri^iu-H n\' Ihr 
tv\M < lai'ilinal.-^ ai lVn*iiuc ha\iii^ lii'i'ii 
^^l!^l..•lilM■^^ !»> K^'iiiMHt.'ri > irUi|-\ . all 
|iari ii-t< \\ct'i> iviul^ t'nr a |h':u-i'. Kiu>; 
Jlt'ury \\;u» wcaiy of tin- i«»Hiiij( ;^ajii»' 
vviiu-lilii.-lia(lt;iili'ii^'lii'i'ii]iIa,\iiif{.iMiili|> 
was' aiixi'iuti t«) ivliovc liiiiiM>lt' front 
hit faleie ij«)»<iti«iii, ami t«» i-oiii-t'itt|-al(> 
lii^ wJiole liiiiid iiiui tlic btivii^th of 
liis kiiif^iltiiji upon U\n ^ivat cni'iii.v tiie 
Kctlicilaml lu'iVftiy, wJiili* tlio l)uk»' of 
iSuvoy foil tiiat tiic liiiu' had al lant, 
ai'iived when an luhoit diplonuu-y 
uiight Btaud him in ntciui, and jilai-c 
Lini in the enjoyment of thoHu ri^hlH 
which the ttword hiul tiiken from him, 
and whicli his own uword Iiiul done ho 
much t<jwurdti winning inwk. The 
Bovereigntf were inclined to peai-t^ and 
aa there had never been u national 
])rinciple or interest involved in the 
dit-tpute, it waa very eertiun that jieaei) 
would ho popular everywhere, upon 
whatever tennsit might ])e eonelmled. 
Moiitnjorency and the Prince of 
Orange were respectively emjiowertul 
to oi>en secret negtitiatiouH.* The 
Constable entered upon tlie task with 
ahujrity, lieirauso he felt that every 
day of hiri captivity was alike jjrejuiU- 
ciul to Ills own welfare and the inte- 
rests of his country.'' The (Juiscfl, 
who Imd quan'elled with the Duchess 
do Valentinoifl (Diane do Poitiers), 
were not yet powerful en»)Ugh to ro- 
sirtt the influence of the mistress ; 
while, rather to baffle them than from 

1 AjKilojrfo du P. d'Omngo, 49. 
* Do Thou, Ui. '2M, xx. 
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any hiflier reasonB, Hue iinerB!C"ni 
rxertiHl in behalf of ixmxiediasf- iittse. 
The ( 'aixliual de Ldzthziu- hue Pr » 
means forgotten the dciqnani sp* 
men Is \ised by the BiBhci|< af i23»; 
but. his brother, the Ihic Of yra>^ 
may be 8upi)08ed to hare 3earB2fr"a* 
little opi)<)rtiinity of redeeaniac i3* 
ennlit of the kingdom, and ic> bn 
delayed the negotiations inmi 10 
vahiur could secure a lesB in^aricci 
termination to the war. 

A frosli army had, in fact, beai tA- 
leetod tinder his command, and vai 
already organised at Pierrepomt. At 
the Kune time, Philip had aaaembledi 
large force, consisting of thirty tfaoo- 
sand foot and fifteen thousand caTahy, 
with which he had himself taken t&e 
iiold, encamping towards the middle of 
August upon the banks of the rirw 
Anthies, near the border of Picaidy.' 
King Henry, on the other hand,lttd 
already an'ived in the camp at Pierre- 
point, and had reviewed as impoeiitg 
an army as hod ever been at the dis- 
posid 01 a French monarch. When 
drawn up in battle array, it coTered a 
league and a half of ground, while 
throe hotu-s were required to make iti 
circuit on horseback.^ All this mar- 
tial display was only for effect. The 
two kings, at the head of their great 
armies, stowi looking at each other 
while the negotiations for peace were 
proceeding. An unimportant skirmish 
or two at the outposts, imattended 
with loss of life, were the only mill- 



» Bor. i. 17. Hoofd, 1. 16. Metoron, 1. 20. 
«I)oThou,iU. 214,zx. 
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Trmti/ of Caleau Cambre^ii, 
these great pr^^puia- 
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tbf) JiutiiDm all the 

:idltsd^ whiltj the cam- 

: L eroi\Tis met in open 

tit tUt? abbej of Cefcampj 

, ibfinf Oatnl-'Tny, W the middle of Octo- 

T ' '>ii th opart of Philip 

( f Onmge, the Duke 

hop of Arrafl, Hiiy 

! je Preddent Viglhi«; 

pj t rench ti^onarchj the 

|tii4aUikbk, tha IkUnihAl de Biiint Andrd, 

" t Cardinal de Lomln^i the Biakop 

Orleans, atid Ckude rAnbeffpine.^ 

weie alrtfj eiiroys seat tiy the 

.1 i%,..i Ti,l, but Bfi the dkpute 

^vas. found to hojnper 

jiL Cerctvmpj the E^g- 

' 1 witifi left to be jsettled by 

L-r^w, and was kepi «n- 

' -ui the arraiigt'inenta 

:i France and Spain .^ 

ij Queen Maiy, on the 

«^iei^' oaui§€!d a temporary 

• I the pifoc^edinga. After 

wuk^wcT, hcTwevt^fj had mode a 

^rt |p*F? f^ttv>rt io obteim the hand of 

rul hod been tin^tii- 

' the commisaioners 

uritary 1559, at Gateau 

labresia. The English ditHciilty was 

anged by ecptimte commis- 

^ and on the 3d of April a treaty 

France &nd Spain was cjon- 

I Bf this importAnt conyentionf both 
1 themseives to maintam 
worahif^ inviolate by all 
.ni power, and agreed that 
m ceciimenical council ahotdid at once 
Aft^emble, to eompqas the reUgfouB dif- 
noes, and to extinguish the in- 
liereey in laoth Mngdonift. 
qore, itw - d t&it the 

made ' uitry dur- 

» prreoeclirijL: .:;.-. , ara should 
Thua all the gains of 
I and Henry were anni-illed by 
) wortj, and tb© Duke of Savoy 
" Ijy ft rlaah of the pen^ from 
aeB3 eVjkiier of fortune int/f> a 



f Bor, H<KJf«ip Moteren, ubi Bup, De Thou, 

llbltl. Ibid. 
JD3i(t Ibid, 
■E)tIhon,li1, £C^ 



BOtertftgn ftgain. He wim to reeeive 
back all his eatatea, andwas^ nioreoveTj 
to marry Henry's ai^ter Stargaret, with 
a dowery of three hundred thotiBand 
erowne. Philipj on the otlier hjind, 
now a eeoond time & widower, wsoi to 
espoufle Hetiry*B daughter IsibelLi, al- 
ready betrothed to the Infant Den 
Carlf>fiij and to receive with her a 
dowry of four htmdred thoueand 
crowijfl. Tlie re«titutioji» were to be 
commenced by Henry^ and to be com- 
pleted within three months. Philip 
waa to reetore hia conquer in the 
course of a month afterwaitlfl. 

Most of tbe powers of iiurope were 
included by l>oth polities m this treaty i 
the Pope^ the Emperor, all the Eleo- 
torft, the EepublicB of Venice, Qenoa^ 
and Bwitzerland^ the kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, Poland, Dcnmarkj 
Sweden ; tbo duchies of Ferrara, J^avoy, 
and Parmaj basidea other inferior prin- 
cipalitiea. Nearly all (Jhriatendom* in 
ahortj wafl embraced in this raoat ami- 
cable oompaot, 08 if Philip were deteiv 
mined that| henceforth and for ever, 
Calriniste and Mohammedans, Turka 
and Flemiz^^, ehovild be hia only 
enemies* 

The King of France was to aele^t 
four hofitogea from among Philip'a 
uubjocta, to accompjiDy him to Paris 
as pledges for the exeeotlon of all the 
terms of the treaty. The royal ohoieo 
fell upon the Prince of Orangtjj the 
Duke of Alva^ the Dulse of AerBchot, 
and the Count of Egmont. 

Such was the treaty of Gateau Cam- 
bresia.' Thus was a tenoinatinn put 
to a war between France and Spain, 
vt,hich had been m wantonly under- 
taken. 

MarahaL Monluo wrote that a treaty 
ffo disgraceful and disastrous had never 
before been ratified by a IVencli mo- 
narch/ The aoQumulated plunder of 
yearfij which was now difigsorged by 
France, was equal in value to one-third 
of that kingdom. One hundred and 
ninety-eight fortified towns were aur- 

' Bot. Metflren, Hoofct, Do Tlami, 
« Db Thou, ill, 8i0-a6&, Hoofd, J^ 19, m 
Brr, i. 17, 18. Motfiran. 1. flS. 
f Do Thdu. Meurnil^ Gulietmui Auria- 
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retidiiredj nrnkiDg, with othor placea of 
greater or less iniportance^ a totaJ esti- 
sciated by ^omts writers aa hi^'ii as four 
hvuxtiredli The prmcipiil gamer waa 
the Duke of Savoy, who, after bo 
many years ol kuj^terrantry* Md re- 
fined Lk duohy, stod found him- 
eeli the brothef-m-kw of hk euioieiit 
emeniy. 

Tlie well-tiiowti tragedy by 'wliich 
the solemnifcies of thia pacification 
were abruptly conoluded in PanB^ 
tiore with it an impressiTe moral The 
monarch ^who^ in Tiolation of bis 
plighted word and agamst tbe inte- 
rests of bis nation and tJie world, ha^i 
entered precipitately into a cauadeas 
war, now Jost hia life in fictitious com- 
bat nt the celebration of peacQ. On 
the 10th of July, Henry the Second 
died of the wound inflicted by Mont- 
gom.ery in the tom-nament held eleven 
days before-' Of thia weak and worth- 
I'iaa prinoe, all that even his flatterora 
could favourably urge was Ms great 
fonrlness for war, oh if a sangtiinaiy 
propensity j even when tmACCompanied 
L^ tt BpArk of mihtary talent^ wers of 
itself a virtue. Yet, with his death 
the kingdom leU even into more per- 
nicious bands^ and the fate of CbriB- 
tejidom gr«w darker than ever. The 
4ynaaty of Diane de Poitiera waa buo- 
o&aded by that of Catharine de Medici ; 
the eourtflsan gave place to the dowa- 
ger ; and France — during the long and 
niiaemble period in which ahe lay 
bleeding in the grasp of tbo Italian 
Bhe-wolf and her litter of cowardly 
nnd sanguinary princes— might even 
htnieot the day a of Henry and bifl 
Diana, Charles the Ninth, Henry the 
Third, Francis of Alen^-on, last of the 
Valoiis rj%ee — how large a portion of 
the fearful debt which has not yet 
1> " ri--i.^^e^ by liiiif a century of 
1 lid maaaacro was of their 

IX- . • • -n I 

Th« Duchflfls of Valtntiaois bad 
C|uarrelied latterly with the houee 
of GuifiB, and waa disjiosed to favour 
Moutmorency, The King, who waa 
but A tool in her hands, might poa&ibly 
bave been indnccd, had be lived, to 



1 &tio5U i, so, Uft Tlioii. iii. 2», Joan. 
Muiitaii GiiL Aur^ p. ^ 



rogard Coligny and his frienda witi 
leas aversion. Thia is, however, e^ 
tremely pn^hletuaticalj for it w| 
Henry the Second who had concUidei 
that memorable arrangement with 1 
royal brother of SpaiOr to arrange foi 
the Huguenot chiefw throughout 1 
realms, a " Sicilian Vespers, uf»on t 
^rst favourable oocaaion. Hia deati 
and the subeaquent policy of 
Queen-Regent deferred the cxecutid! 
of the great acheme till fonrtoen^ y© 
later. Hemry had lived long eiioi!|^ 
hmvever, after the conclusion of th» 
secret agreement to reveal it to one 
whose life waa to be employed :d 
thwarting thia fi.iul conspirar} 
monarchE against their subjects, 
liam of Orange, them a hostage f 
exeeution of the treaty of Cat _ 
breda, was the man with whom ■ 
King httd tlie unfortunate concepti^ 
to confer on the subject of the p!ot 
The Prince, who had already gaioei 
the esteesm of Charles the Fifth by 1 
habitual discretion, knew how to proa 
by the intelHgenoe and t^> bide " 
time; but hi^^ hostility to th«f p^iIid 
of the FVsnch ajid Sjjaniah ct^nrte i 
perhapa dated from that h-' 

Fenditig ^e peace v. 
Philip had been calle<i upiji, 
for his wife and father. He t!i4 »fl 
afifect grief for the death of Ma^ 
Tudor, but he honoured the B»- 
peror'i depii-rture with etately <!*V 
seqiuea at Brussels^ The cere in 
lasted two day a (the 2&th and 
December 1553). 

If the mourning for the dead Eifr 
pei-or was but a mummery and a \l:^^ 
querade, there waa, however, he&r' 
and uiocerity in the rejoir-iticf 
now bui'Bt forth like a Bu<7! 
nation throughout the ^ 

upon the advent of peftcu. .a 

joy in the prij\ineea» but at Antwerp, 
the metropolia of the land, the ftn* 
thuaiaam was unbounded* Nin* diyn 
were devoted ti f estititiea. TV)]^ miu^ 
their merriest peak, artil' 
dered, beacons blamed, tls 
oathedml spire Jlamed ni^iiiLiv ...i^ 
three hundred burning cre«*^. tha 

* Apologia d'tiisiug^fil, fi4 * VM. 



1559.] 

city was strewn with flowers and de- 
corated with triumphal arches; the 
Ckiilds of Khetoric amazed the world 
with their gorgeous processions, glit- 
tering dresses, and bombastic versi^ca- 
tion; the burghers all, from highest to 
humblest, were feasted and made 
merry ; wine flowed in the streets, and 
oxen were roasted whole; prizes on 
poles were climbed for, pigs were 
hunted blindfold, men and women 
raced in sacks ; and, in short, for nine 
days long there was one universal and 
Bpontaneous demonstration, of hilarity 
m Antwerp and throughout the pro- 
vinces.^ 

But with this merry humour of his 
subjects, the sovereign had but little 
sympathy. There was nothing in his 
character or purposes which owed 
aflBnity with any mood of this jocund 
and energetic people. Philip had not 
made peace with all the world that 
the Netherlanders might climb up on 
poles or ring bells, or strew flowers in 
his path for a little holiday time, and 
then return to their industrious avoca- 
tions again. He had made peace with 
all the world that he might be free to 
combat heresy ; and this arch enemy 
had taken up its stronghold in the pro- 
vinces. The treaty of Cateau Cam- 
bresis left him at liberty to devote 
himself to that great enterprise. He 
had never loved the Netherlands; a 
reddence in these constitutional pro- 
vinces was extremely irksome to him, 
and he was therefore anxious to re- 
turn to Spain. Prom the depths of 
his cabinet he felt that he should be 
aWe to direct the enterprise he was 
resolved upon, and that his presence in 
the Netherlands would be superfluous 
and disagreeeable. 

The early part of the year 1559 was 
spent by Philip in organising the go- 
vernment of the provinces, and in mak- 
ing the necessary preparations for his 
dqiarture. The Duke of Savoy, being 
Tertored to his duchy, had, of course, 
&0 more leisure to act as Regent of 
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the Netherlands; and it was necessary, 
therefore, to fix upon his successor in 
this important post at once. There 
were several candidates. The Duchess 
Christina of Lorraine had received 
many half promises of the appoint- 
ment, which she was nibst anxious 
to secure; the Emperor was even 
said to desire the nomination of the 
Archduke Maximilian, a step which 
would have certainly argued more 
magnanimity upon Philip's part than 
the world could give him credit for; 
and besides these regal personages, the 
high nobles of the land, especially 
Orange and Egmont, had hopes of ob- 
taining the (fignity. The Prince of 
Orange, however, was too sagacious to 
deceive himself long, and became sa- 
tisfied very soon that no Netherlander 
'was likely to be selected for Regent. 
He therefore threw his influence in 
favour of the Duchess Christina, whose 
daughter, at the suggestion of the 
Bishop of Arras, he was desirous of 
obtaining in marriage. The King fa- 
voured for a time, or pretended to 
favour, both the appointment of Mj^ 
dame de- Lorraine and the marriage 
project of the Prince.* Afterwards, 
however, and in a manner which was 
accounted both sudden and myste- 
rious, it appeared that the Duchess 
and Orange had bol^ been deceived, 
and that the King and Bishop had de- 
cided in favoin- of another candidate, 
whose claims had not been considered, 
before, very prominent.* This was 
the Duchess Margaret of Parma, na- 
tural daughter of Charles the Fifth.* 
A brief sketch of this important per- 
sonage, so far as regards her previous 
career, is reserved for the following 
chapter. For the present it is suffi- 
cient to state the fact of the nomina- 
tioiL In order to afford a full view of 
Philip's political arrangements before 
his final departure from the Nether- 
lands, we defer until the same chapter 
an account of the persons who com- 
posed the boards of council organised 



1 Meteren, 1 2S, 24. 
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to MBBt ibe new Eeg^it in tl^ gorefn- 
Sienl* Theat Ijodiea themselTea were 
lllf^Be HI QHXPLber: a tttate and prrry 
OPtlBdl Uld <]^De Off foumoe.^ They 
ip«fe fics4 new InrtitotinnB, bnviiig beea 
otnDwljr cirtSiDiMuiod b^ tiie- £iiD|ieror|. 
sod ir«!ne ftcnr KrtMiged bf Ma B09- 
MBor up'ja the ozD« liomi&iit l^cis 
opofi which thej had before exiatoti 
Totf ficaoce oofnncil, wM^ had in- 
peftntendefkoe of lU ntftttera relating 
to the rojal domaonB M&d tathe amiuiy 
budgeti of the goTerfUQent, wan pre- 
yed over W Barcm Berkymonl* The 
privT council, of which Viglina was 
preradani, waa compjsed of ten or 
twelTe lesmed doct*:*]?, and waa espe- 
daJlj «n1ziuted with the oontrol 0f 
matters reUtipg to law, p^rdon^^ and 
tlie general admtnistnttioii of justioe. 
The £tate ooimcil, which was ^ the 
tnCMi important of the tiiree boandA, 
Wtt to eupennteiul all high aSains of 
|pOfittmmeiii» wuTi treatiea» fcKreign in- 
trroiraiBe, intetna] and interprtjvincia] 
aiMra. The members of thifi council 
WJtr^F th^ Eifihop of ArniB, Yigliim, 
B- ihe Frinoe of Oimi^j 

f 1 1 1^ to wMdi Diimber were 

a^i' : j,iJd^ the Seignetir de 

1*1.. h, .! I Iinte of Aen&ot^ and 
C^iuut li . r*i,' The kvt nanidd noble- 
mu^ who waa Adminl of the Fro- 
Ttfte«fy had, for the praaent, bec^ ap- 
pointed to Utccompany the King to 
gp^t ib^sre to be epeciftHj intrusted 
with' the atimimsti^tioii of a^aira re- 
ktdng to the NeUietianda.^ He wa« 
destined, hower^r, to return at the ex* 
pinsition of two ycarv. 

With lb 6 objeL% oa it waa thopghtj 
of curbing the power of the great 
mMm, it had been arnsinged that the 
thrtM> oouncik ehotiM be enth^ly duh 
tinet from each other, that the mem- 
>^^r- -f tiirt wtAfjx eonneil ahould have 
ti' ii the affairs of the 

t'V : but, on the other 

kaij^i* tiii»t ih^ hnance aad privy coim- 
eiUor*, 4i# well aa the Enighta of the 
Fi M have aooeat to tLe deli- 

1 lie titate comiciL^ In the 
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oomse of evoAM^ howerer, it soon be- 
caoieevideBt that the real poiK-er of the 
gtivetmiiGDfewaafiXcliiHiTely in the Imnck 
of the ^jfititi^iliA a conumtte# of 1 
membeEH of the ttadt« ootmcil, by wb 
deMMKalaoraB the B^ent wu aecn __ 
toBtTvcted to l»e giuded on aJl Impor'" 
tani occaabna. The thit^e, Yif^Iiui;, 

Beriajmimt, and Arra^ wh^i dj 

the oeeret oondare or cabii; 1 1 

rahty but one. The BieLr\, iri I 

waa l^all Ihreeraod the three together 
constttnied only the Biahop of Attain « 
There was no especial governor q ~ 
stadholder appointed for the proTiixd 
of Brabant, wh«« iho -' 
resde and to exearciic 
tiona in pefsoo^ Tk'j 
the other pfOTince^ were, for Fiande 
and Artoia^ the Count of Eg:mont ; la 
Holland* ^land^ and Utrecht^ 
PHnoe of Oiaof^ ; for Oueldrea ; 
Zutfet- "^ " — - ^' 
Frie- 

OouiiL.. _ ^.^ , _ , _ 
qiennea* and Caa:tbn\y, the Marqma of 
Befghen ; for Toum&j jmd Toumm^oa, 
Bttren M^it^gny; for Kamor, ~ ~ 
B^lajmoDt; lea* Liii&mbuig» 
Manafeldi for liysBel, Douayp 
Ordiijea, the Barjii Coureixes,^ AU 
theae ekidholdtixs were coinmander34i| 
chief of the military f orcas in their 1 

Bpective pii&vinces. With the aing 

exception of Coimt EgnioDt, in whr>ae 
proTinoe erf Fkndei^ the st^h^lders 
were eiduded fn>m the adi: 1 ' a J 

of jtMtice/ tiil wene Ekewi 
jujcjgee in the ci^ and ci-iL.±. 
i^L^ The military force i^f ttie 1 
lands in time of peace wm araa^ 
the pinvinces were jealoua of the ] 
Benco of aoidioiy. The only ata: 
army which ihen legally esJst^d I 
Netherlands were the BuLndea d*^ 
nanoej, a body of mounted geu 
— amounting in all to three i 
men — which ranked among i 
aocampliBhed and beat-disGipIined 1 
Talry of Enrope.* They were divida. 
itite fourteen gquadrotia, mch undii 
the commajid of a etadhulder, or of i 
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' v'd'veTt tliere still remaint'd in 

'61 & foreigD force, amoimt^ 

.... ij;q?rc!gat« to fwir thoiiBund 

fteii,^ Iheao Boldiera were tise remoin- 

c»(f tho«<if Ifli^ bodies which year 

ir year had been qimrtened upon 

NetherlAiid^ during tbe constknt 

tron^re t^* which th^y had been ei- 

Liviiiit?; a|M«Ti the HtilifttAnce of 

ntry^ paid Oiit t}i its Ireaaury, 

I offoDfii^e by their liceutiouis «nd 

i^li^liiitfi of life ae were the eonie- 

i whom they w6re enroUcd, 

itiad become an int'olerable 

is> thft people* They were 

1 m dlffefetit gurmouB, no- 

h. .t*.(^ the frtmtier* Ab a 

► V .ever, had now been 

en Spain and France, 

I nj$ there wais no pretext for oom- 

ag the prc!vince§ to accept this 

^ireaecce of a fordgn 

L' ij«*l m the on«Iatight 

ttbich was prei>ariiig Ei^rjinnt the rwli- 

itHiB freedom and the political privi- 

gc« of the country. They were to 

kthc niicleunof a larger iwmy, it waa 

tl. Ity whi<;b the land wae to be 

1 to tt state (if servile subjection 

A low^ eonatant, but gene- 

eded murmur of disaatidf ao- 

Sstnifit upon thifl subject waa 

llT*ady perceptible tbroughout the 

>'eth«rlandj9 ; '■* a warning presage of 

iie coming Hktrm. 

All the pirovincea were now Cfmvoked 

~ ' E of August (1559), at Ghent, 

1 eive the parting: communi' 

I ■ farewell of the King.* Pre- 

viinisly t/i this day, however, Philip 

»ipf'*'.ire<T in pt^rgon upon several solemn 

>\^nsm -uiionthe eouiifcry 

attending to the great 

tfiui vvliich hia mind waa oi- 

euffled.'^ Ho came before 

ouncil of Mechliu,* in order 

} ldcfcfea« that body with hia own li]Tfl 

lufKin thii nt'/eaaity of supporting the 

[NtictA to the letter, and of traoipHng 



Tli^ Ghent Assembly. 
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out eveij vestige of herft^, wherever 
it should app«ar« by the immediate 
immolation of aU heretics, whoever 
they might be. 

He likewiie caused tJie estates of 
Flaniiera to be privately asBemhle^l, 
that he ml|^ht haran^e them upon the 
same great topic. In the latter part 
of July he proceeded to Ghent ^ where 
a great concourse of noble*, oitiKenfl, 
and strangers had already assembled 
Here, in the last week of the month, 
tlie twenty-third chapter of the Golden 
Fleece was held with much pomp, and 
with festivities which lasted three 
days. The fourteen vajcanciea wbioh 
existed were filled with the names 
of '^'artoiiB diBtitigui^hed peraonagefli 
With this last celebration the public 
history of PhiUp the Good's ostentar 
tiouB and ambitious order of knight- 
hood was ciosed. The mibeequr'nt 
nominations were made ejr indidta 
ajifigtolito^ and without the assembling 
of a chapter.* 

Tlie efltateg having duly assembled 
upon the day pre^ribed, PMHpj at- 
tended by Mai^gBiret of Farma^ the 
Duke of Savoy, and a stately letinue 
of ambsasaders and graudeea, made hia 
appeanmce before them. After the 
eujstoinary ©eremoniea had been per* 
ft>rmed, the Bishop of Ajras arose and 
delivered, in the name of his sove* 
reign, an elaborate address of infiftnic- 
tions and farewells^ In this important 
harangue, the states were informed 
that the King had convened them in 
order that they might be informed of 
bis intention of leaving the Nether- 
lands immediately. He would gladly 
have remained longer in hie beloved 
provinces, had not oiroumstances com- 
pelled hia departure. His father had 
come hither for the good of the country 
in the year 1543, and had never re- 
turned to Spain, except to die. 

Upon the King's accession to the 
sovereignty he had arranged a trace 
of five yeai*B, which had been broken 
through by the faithlessness of France. 



CoUoctioxi do* tJoaumentB InedlU concomatjt 
rmatdimds la Bolgtquo (BruxeUea, 1333), L 

i Vaoder Yyockt, I 1S5, 
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H^ h^f tl^i'ofof^, been old^ed^ notr 
tritliftA^dkg hm aaxie^ to tetttm to 
ft ooutitrj wiiere hk presefii&e wtta 
«& Mliell need&d^ to iKsoiaui in tlie 
prorinceA till he had oandw^ted tlie 
new war to a triatiapluuit ckiBe. In 
doki^ iMa ke had btsen aolelj governed 
bjfT liM intexui^ lo^e for the XetherLmdig, 
a»i! by hia regard for their mkaroBtw, 
AW tht! iiJion«y wbich he had raiaed 
firum their ct>^ef« hiul been tpeui for 
their pruieati4>n. Upop thu iu^eount 
hiM Mrvje^v erpfe^ft*!*! hta confidence 
ill- " ■ yaj- an CcLmcat 

alt t'* which had 

bi Lte mor^ SO'^. oa. 

it lions of gold 

Ami ' mltd for the 

giKid o! r hia re- 

turn tu ,: able to 

TDiike a r<jjiiittaiiet. Tlie Dnke of 
Savoy^ bfi! cotitinuedf b^ing obligad, in 
cotifi^uence of the fortunate change in 
his aSkirB,to n^igu the govenuaeut of 
th« NetherhLUfis, and hia own Hon^ Don 
Civloa, not yet being miMclentlj od- 
Tunceti m ye^ni to succeed to that im- 
fKirUnt |X)p»t^ \\h Majesty bid adacted 
hiA eiMtco', the Duclic!^ Margaret ol 
Fdrinji, tlmightor of the Emx»erort as 
the must prnpor peii^on for lii^ent* 
Ab flhQ br^njoen bom in the Nether- 
knds, and Hiid always entertr'uned a 
profound affectinn for the j/rttvincea, 
he felt a firm eonfidence that i^ 
wouhl prove faithful both to their in- 
tereritfl and hla own. As at thk 
mmnent many coimtrieij, and i>arti- 
aiilnrly the lajidfi in the immediiite 
»teighbotirho(>d, were grea.tly infested 
by variouB *' new. reprobate^ and damn- 
able HeL"ta ;'* m ihsm Beets, proceeding 

t P-jr- t]rn Rpr- rli ifi Bof, t 19-2L Com- 
pru M laad i 313-^22, 

^ rra dl Kuui'lr)** i. 
(fJi' -ivGfl ft diifferant report, 
wlik-ki auLla wi'U -i fiistitict prumlse on tbti 
piirt ot ttiia Kitiir Ui dlEuiifii tbei tixxtps d,a 
KTiMii ,t« |p,M,Aii,i.j; •■. ii, rit)Lnn> di ehfi 

Jft'. il pUfiBO,'* 

If thtit tha 

Cii ^, UXOQpt, 

ill' ijr riiiitltt. 

Ht' tbi'ir cabluoUr 

t^f' r Miiclftvu^ am ro- 

IKtfU^ L'y Uiw vvitii bmuU £uiLiUU3ii,flB«if and 
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from the ^ul fiend, bil^b&t oi tb^or 
had tiot faikd to keep thoiie kingdi»i 
in perpetual diaaenaiim and missery^ i 
th^ ioaiLiftidt ditf|»iQaBQTe of Qod 
mighty ; as his MuJ^^ty waa desirou 
to avert such tarriblo erila from 
own reainis„ acii;:oFdiDg; to his duty 
the Lord God, who would demaadll 

rectc'T:^''"'' f— "^ ^:'^- ^-■» I'rsr for tho<| 

weH^j' -la all ex-^ 

perieiJ ^ . ti religion 

ever l»i%jught diMuktion ^&d coniuffioq 
to the ooramonweal; a& low pen 
bej^j^ais, and vagabonds, nnderco]! 
religion, were aocustomied to 
the loud for Um purp^ - --'^ r 
and distnrbanoe ; aa 1 
meet deskoua nf follow : 
atepfl of Mb lord and i ^ithei ; aa 
would be weU remembered what 
Emperor bad said to him npon Ib^ 
memorable occasion of his abdicatumf 
therefore his Majeaty had crrT ^' - " 
the Bagent Mai^^et of Farn 
mke of religton and liie gLor^' 
aecwtttdy and e^sa^thf to cmuite i» 
emfatsxd the sdkUt tutd dcireea Jtutck I 
hU m^pmud Majttlyf and renetPtd I 
hu preterU Majeet^, for the eMir^ 
qfuU ie^ and h&rimm. All gov 
councillofft, and ot^ia having ; 
rity^ were also inatnicted to do \ 
utmost to accompEuh tliti» great €2i<i^ 

The great object of the diacoujisa 
was thus announced in the moetin 
presalv.e majmer^, and with all 
coaventioual rhetoric of whicli 
Bishop of An-aa wa^ conBidered a cam^ 
futmiiate master. Not a word 
said on the subject which was ne 
the hearts of the Netherlaioder*— th 
withdrawal of the Si^anik^b trorj|»,* 



Tiniio am gjiina^ytho ft*tciinuTy wi-Ji wj,ii;ii 

theses hunuiguas,, wbiph na?er b ■ 

toaco, «£c«pt in tbo iiutljor's i^ 

lire |i|uc«d oe&ire the readier J 

fitatuly and gmcafyj a^i. ra^j- 

tionn, mill gfDUisml nc!QTi,4 . \\m 

eu^jlf eet. v,- i I i jil wuvs xu Lik ■ ' irAC«l 

tiyei I " ; ^^\ 

tern Of tori* i 

chI chir:' ,■ ^ If <>t\ 

fuhion. It i» vcj 

what aa iinporttv.-^ 

#if*y or writu i^xjji 

but it ia less instruL-Livij Ut Lki ttild ^LuiiJ 

tbe bUtnJrion tbuik^s mtglit hi^vL^ Uxiu 4I 

Kuod Ppsecb or epiible &r him Iv uit«ri:iza 
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t^ot a hint waa heUil ctit that a reditc- 

on &£ tho tA^mtiQUj tind^f wlikli the 

liiui fio long b«>ti groaniiiie;, 

lilEaly to tak.e. pliusG ; but^, do tbcr 

Qtrarj, tha ^i^ bad demanded a 

^w levy c»f ortnsiderable amoimti A 

^ par«Lgrft.pIifl were nddal 

f the admihtstmtloii of 

litwMchthe repulilic 

witkotit ft Biiur'=— m 

:it a^pproved stylBji and 

tjufii& iiuncluded with a ferr^mt 

L to thie prDvincdfl to ti'aitiple 

dad hereticB out of en^bteixcd,^ 

L wUb tbe hsspe that tbe Lord Gt>d, 

, would beatuvv upon the 

J health and happiuetss*^ 

the 4iij<ire3s had betsn oon- 

JihI, the dtJputies, iiccf>rdiiig to 

at form, requested perniiadon to 

that tho niprGgenta.tivG9 of 

vitiftt might deliberate ii^mong 

tlrea on the point of gmnting or 

Dlding the Retpiest for tlie three 

On the following daj they 

;ftln osaemliled in the presence of the 

fcif the purpose of returning 

BipAiate ULSwers to the propod- 

^addreeii iist reoil vfoa that of 
fof Artoia,* The chiunnaji of 
_ Lities from that province read a, 
\ of redolntiona, drawn up, flays a 
npTfTTii^yj "wltli that elegante 
ised all the public acts 
bearing witness to the 
iM-ir wita.'*^ The deputies 
[ of the extreme affection which 
ovince harl a^lwayfl borne to hifl 
SfXid to the Emperor, They 
^ oyed it by the constancy with 
I they hftd endnred the calajnities 
f wax &o loog, aiid they now cheerfully 
ed to tJie Requfiiit^ bo faj* as 
HOontinf^^ent went. They were 
iOilng to pi^Lcc At hia Majesty's dlB- 
¥ivislf not only the reiaijjie of their 
but even the kst drop of 
beir blood- 

_ As the eloquent oh^iimiaa rea^^hed 
■ ' i p*jint in bi^f discnurse, Philip, who 

' floT, ubi 9iijj. 
ifootfM PAjon MS,, 14-lS, 
*lbid. « Il4ri, 

* ""—En tentic« f<>rt, ulugiiui^ commei 
'mi a^mmTOTii€mtl&inaiti& &i dopadt^iiI^ qui 



Wjia sUudlng with bis arm resting up- 
on Egiiiuni'it EihouMerj listening ei^erl^* 
trj the Arteahm addreBiii. looke^l npim 
the deputies of the pit>vmce wtth a 
BtiiiHng iaoe, ^ expre^ing by* the un- 
wonted l>enignity of his countenance 
the aati^fiiction which he received from 
theae loyal expreaaiona of afFtftition, 
a lid thb datiful compliauoe wiUi hij 
Req uest* ^ 

The deputy, however, proce^jdeii ta 
ftn luaejtpectehil oonclutiimi, by earaestly 
entrfiating hia Maj^gty^ as a conipeu4ii« 
tion for the readiness thus evincefl in 
the royid service, forthwith to order the 
departure of all foreign troopa thea in 
the Netherhmd^ Their presence, it 
was added, was now rendered crum- 
ple tely superfluous by the ratificiitiou 
of the treaty of peace so fortunately 
nmmged with all the world. 

At this yudden ehange in the de- 
puty's languflge» the King, no longef 
eniiling, throw hlmiieif violently upon 
hia chiiir of itate, where be reinaiued, 
brooding with a gloomy counteuAnce 
upon the langiiAge wlilch had been 
addressed to him. It was evidtmt, 
Bjiid an eye-witness^ that he was deeply 
offended. He changed colour fremientJy, 
flu tha,t all present *^ could reuiark, fiom 
the working of hifl lace^ how much bis 
mind waa agitated.*'' 

The rest of the provinces were even 
more esrpHcit than the deputies of 
Artoifl* AH bad voted their oontin- 
gent« to the Request, but all had made 
the withdrawal of the troops an ex- 
preaa antecedent condition to the pay- 
ment of their rosjjectivo quotas." 

The King did not affect to conceal 
his ra-ge at these conditians^ eiclami- 
ing bitterly to Count Egniont irnd 
other seiguiora near the tbrone, that it 
was very easy to estimate^ by these 
proceedmgs, the vidue of the protes- 
tatioms m,'ule by the provinces of their 
loyalty and aflbction.^" 

Besides, howoYor, the answers thua 
addressed by the separate states to 
the rojal addreaS j a form al reratJU- 

danq b(vn tosmoi^aage de la viveucitg d^ 
aaprita d'Attois. "— riM. 

« Pontus Payen MS * 1 4-1 R. t roid. 

a Ibid. ilbid. 

" Ibid, Comparo Vonilur Ilsiar, I* lOS-lio; 
Wflis^Biier, VadcrL Hist., vi, 5^2* 
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ntiiWiW htA t^Aft >^^n drawn up in the 
iiurii<» of th/j Stat/^-Oen'jral, and signed 
)iy t.h'» (Viri/^/j '/f ()TZXiU^f., Count Eg- 
fiioiit, and uiMi'j of thft l^Ading jjatri- ' 
liiMM of t,h'5 N*5th<;rlan^lij. ThLa docu- 
ifiMit., whi/jh wa*» formally preaented , 
I//I fli<» Kir»« Ujfore the a^ljoumment 
of Mill tuini:i(i)Ay, T*i\fTHWint&\ the in- ' 
liMrioiiH '' \,\\\ii{r\ji^, irjKultj), and dis- ■ 
oi/l<:frf" daily hxhrnwA by the foreign | 
Mo|/| i< ly ; MUtJnpj that the burthen had ^ 
b«'^o»ij«! inf//l'Tab)e, and tJiat the in- 
liiibibinl^ of Marienburg, and of many 
ol.bi-.r largo i^iMrnH and villageH, had 
itbi'iijul^jy abandoned their homes 
lal.lii I Uian rerfiain any longc;r ezpoBed 
In muh lumtUiUtUi and oppreHHion.^ 

Tliii King, alrewly enraged, was 
hiiioiiH at the preHentition of this 
piiMlJoij. lie aroMo from hiH Hcat, and 
I iirilmd inipetiiouHly from tlio aiwembly, 
dtuiiaiiding of the meml>erH an lie went, 
ivlit)tlii)r lie t'io, iM a H])aniiird^ was 
nxpiicUjd iiiimediately to leave the 
land, an<l to reHign all authority over 
it." Tim l)uk<iof Havoy made use of 
tliin IdHt o(!i:aHinii in which he appeared 
ill public (M Kfgrui, violently to ro- 
luikn tliH oritatitH for tho indignity thus 
iitt'i-iiid Ui thrir Hiivonugn.^ 

It r.iiuld not ltd forgotttin, however, 
)i\ JHtbliiri liiid burghnrH, who had not 
,\i:t biiiiU (-ruHluMJ Ity tho long eourao 
III lippit'HHiiiM which waH in Htore for 
lliiuii, that t.hi>rii hml luu«n a day when 
rliilip'H nii('i*Hii)i'H hml li(«(*n more 
liiiiiibiii in 4h(«ir ditpitrtniont in the 
lai i> lit' Ihn provini'ial autlioiit iiu His 
>-iiMt ^nuhlt'utlior. Maximilian, kopt in 
ilui.iui-i' by tlu* I'itiy.onM of hrugoH; his 
^;ii'.it (uaudmothor. Mary oi lUirgumly, 
with htii'amiiig oyon and dishovolKnl 
hui. h\ipi>lii'ating in tho inarkot plaoo 
ii V tlu« ii\i»M of hor tivaoltonnw ani- 
bi^isuloif*. woio wont to hold a low 
uiipiMh»\»H lan^Kiijo to tho dohyaton of 

til.- .t.ltor. 

Ihti. buiht of ill tou))vr ot) tho |vu't 
' M.i.i.u \ '*! I^^v \ *.*'.\ \V.v;o!»or. 

.1. II. iij', . . II |U,.» \\ not JS'\H ,juo -ot vVo.iN** 
i\i • ui \.UiiU.»i.in-..- .t»»t .i\\Ml»v»S,i^«o\n'*.** 

■' >V.»..» .1.1. » *» .«'.' \\*nv)v.«v \.o\Xv 
U.I r. "Niil u ,i\nn ,1, ^.'.W U» ..vn\>unv\\»«*» 
«l\^> x(i|,u-»«.s' III. \iii iitv 
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of the monarch was. however, sacoeed- 
ed by a different homoor. It was still 
thought advisable to disemble, and to 
return rather an erpoetnlatoiy than a 
peremptory answer to the remonstance 
of thfi States-General Accordingly, a 
paper of a gin^lar tone was, after ihe 
delay of a few days, sent into the as- 
sembly. In this message it was stated 
that the King was not desirous of 
placing strangers in the government — 
a fact which was proved by the ap- 
pointment of the Duchess Margaret; 
that the Spanish in&ntry waos neces- 
sar}' to protect the land from invasion; 
that the renmant of foreign troops 
only amounted to three or four thou- 
sand men, who claimed considerable 
arrears of pay, but that the amount 
due would be forwarded to them im- 
mediately after his Majesty's return to 
Spain. It was suggested that the 
troops would serve as an escort for 
Don Carlos when he should arrive in 
the Netherlands, although the King 
would have been glad to carry them 
to Spain in his fleet, had he known 
the wishes of the estates in time. He 
would, however, pay for their support 
himself, although they were to act 
solely for the good of the provinces. 
He observed, moreover, that he had 
selected two seigniors of the provinces, 
the Prince of Orange and Count Eg- 
mont, to take conmiand of these 
foreign troops, and he promised faith- 
fully that, in the course of three or 
four months at furthest, they shocdd 
all l>e withdrawn.* 

On the same day in which the 
odt,'\tos had assembled at Ghent, Philip 
had addn.*8sed an elaborate letter to 
\\w grand council of Mechlin, the sa- 
l^n^no t\nirt of the provinces, and to 
tho various pro\-incial councils and 
trilnmals of tho whole country.' The 
, objtvt of the ci^mmunication was to 
givo his tinal orders on the subject of 

* YaiuIit Hacr. uhi sup 

* " Ki'ivn*." du Roy k la Remontnmce," 

* l.o;?:v *ie rWi. II. an grand ocnu»ail de 
MaV.iio* ]>*r )a»v.uV.o il lui ait connaatre son 
w.trt'.tuMi *v.r H» f:jt de U wHgioii ct de I'ox- 
t.i J *,?•.'».: .U*^ V.cjtwc*. S AcOt, 1&50.— Doca- 
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be edicts, mid for tlie exeoutiDU of 

heretiod in the moat universal and 

_ coanxifr. He gnye Rtring^zit 

lunequiToo&l kietructious that thete 

decrees for burcimg, Bt^^sogling, uid 

biuying alire^ ahould be fulfilled to 

ike letter. He ordered all judicial 

ottic«ra Bud magiartratefi " to be cnmoua 

1^ inquire on all eides as to the eixecu- 

icmoi the pIa43aTdd/' at«Ltmg hia intcD- 

that ** the iitmoat rigQur Bhould 

eniplojed witbout any r^^apect of 

aud that not only " the 

' traoi^greMOTa should be proceeded 

ig&iii«t, but ad«o the Judgra who 

ahould prove remies m their proHe^ni- 

tion cKf heretics." ^ He alluded to a 

fabe gpitiiou which had gained cuf- 

macYf tb&t the edicts were only in- 

tended against AnabaptiBtfi. CoirectiDg 

this error, he stated that ihsy were to 

be " enforced sgiainat idl fiectoxiefl, 

lit any digtin^tion or mercy^ who 

be ajiotted nierely with 
i introduced by Luthen" * 
The King, notwithstanding the vio- 
tent flcenue in the aaaembly^ took leave 
il the estates at another tneetltig with 
apparent cordiality. His dia&atUf action 
iraa sufficiently mauifestp but it ex- 
itself priDoi{»ally agmnat mdi- 
dimk. Bis diBplea^ure at the couree 
amued by th^ le^ing nobles, parti- 
' jrly by the Prince of Orange^ was 
Jready no aecrfit. 

FhJMp, soon after the adjournment 
the assemblj^ had completed the 
atiwu^ for hk defhajture. At 
iDddelbiirg he was met by the figree- 
'ile intelligence that the Pope had 
_feii[iiflented to issue a bull for the crea- 
tion of the new biahcjprios which he 
deBiffid for the HetherlandE. ^ This 
" subject will be reaunied in 
^i^ter ; for the preisent we ao* 
Jic King to Flushing, whence 
i fleet was to set «ail for Spain. He 

■ Otje vous aoyeiG curieii3x paur 

1 r ri a totis ci^iteliB roxtoiticii bo 

i.'Mjijlx qui J contni vSendnmt 

LutioQ ntHisi fit!t<Jijdii>na et voulorm 

^uto rigmeur et Mans y resijecter 

ji^us c« ftolc, ot do procodur uon 

rfiputru l&a tmuagrsaaouiB muiii 

\ wofna IcA juge« qui vouldrtiiutit user 

« tliiaiiuujuition et coimitimtie," etc* eU:. — 

" ^— ' Conlrft cmilx (jui pourroJent efitre 
VOL L 
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was dsixirted thither by the Ducihesa 
Regent, the Duke of Savoy, and by 
many of the motit emineitt peit£M:iuagei 
of the provinces.'* Among otbem, Wil- 
liam of Onmge was in attefodanoe to 
wltoees the final departure of the 
King, and to pay him Lla fareweE 
nopoote. Ah Philip was proceeding 
on board the ehip which was to bear 
him for ever from the Netherlands, 
bia e jea h^hted upon the Prince- His 
displeamire could no longer be re-^ 
strained. With angiy face he turned 
upon him, and bitterly reproached him 
for having thwarted all hia |>lanfl by 
means of his (secret intrigues. William 
replied with humiEty that everything 
which bad taken place bad been dune 
through the regular and natural move- 
metiti! <if the ntates. Upon this the 
King^ boiling with rage, seized the 
Prince by the wrist, and shaking it 
violently, exclaimed in ^jpanish, '* Ko 
the^'los ^'tados, ma vos, voa, vosE" — Not 
the estates, but yoUj, you, you t— re- 
peating thjice the word *'' vosj" which is 
as disrespectful and uncourteous in 
8panieh as ,** toi *' in French.^ 

After this severe and public insult, 
the Prince of Orange did not go on 
board bis Majesty *b vesBel, but con- 
tented himself with wishing Philip, 
from the ahore,* a fortunate Journey. 
It may be doubted, moreover, whetbisr 
be would not hate made a sudden and 
cumpulflory voyage to Bpain had he 
ventured bis person in the ship, mud 
whether, under the circumstances, he 
would bavo been likely to effect aa 
speedy a return. His caution served 
him then a& it was destined to do on 
many future occasions, and Philip left 
the Netherlaudfi with this piuting ex- 
plosion of hatred against the man who, 
as be perhaps instinctively felt, was 
destined to circumvent bis measures 
and resist his tyranny to th& lasL 

AaiiUettLtitit eatAcbcf dca liTtJdtui et errettni 
iiitmduit* et bousUi^ub pur io diet Lutheru.^ 
— ft»7. 

* Hoppan Bl»c, ct. Mem., p. Si, c* U. 

* Vaudur V3*ncrkt, L 14C. 
' M^tnoiithi de l^Auterj dq Maurtar (Mtiu- 

rlcfT, 16S0), p. 9, wbo rtikHfe^ the luiecdoUJ 
upon the nutlHjritj of his fLithcr. whu liaclit 
fbjiu a Kuiitk^inau ptesmil at the bdnuu, a 
frioud of the i*iiDc*) t^/ Dituiini. 
*Ib[d. 
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Tlie fleet, whioli ooaaieited of ninety 
YBBsols^ ao well provifiioraed tliat, njoioiig 
other uiaJittira, fift-eeu thoiisaDd i^poiia 
were yufc on boArtU according to the 
Antwerp okronieler,^ set sail upon the 
SHth August (1559), from Flushing.^ 
The Yoyni^B proved teiu]}e^tuouGi| bo 
tlmt icnicli of the rich tajj^stry and 
othtjr merahandisG whioh liad heen 
acMJumnlHted by CVuirlee imd Philip was 
lost.. Some of tlie veasets foundered- 
to Eavtj otiiem it was u©«jeij«ary to 
Bghten the Ciii'go, and " to ©Vii*obe the 
roaring wEi^'ea with tht* i*ilk&," for 
which the Ketiierktids were m f aniona ; 
^ that it waa said that Fhilip and hu^ 
father had impovorialiedthe earth only 
to enrttth the ooean.^ The fleet had 
Ijeen laden with miiah valuable pro- 
perty, becauie the Kuig hati detar- 
itiined to hx for tha f uture the wander- 
ing capital of hJFi dimiinion^ In Spi'^in. 
Pldhp lood^l in safety, however, at 
I*%redo, on the 8th September.* Hia 
eetjapa from immiDeBt peiTl confinned 
him Id the great purpose to whidi ha 
hfwl consecrated hia estigteno^ He 
btjlievod himseLf to have been TOaerved 
from eliipwreok only because a mighty 
mission had been oon^ded to htm \ and 
le«t his enthufliaam against heresy 
j^uuld languish, hiis eyea were eoon 
MsUd, upon hia Mrivfd in hia native 
ountTj, with the epe<^taole of an aniu- 

Early in Jannary of thia year, the 
King being persuaded that it was ne- 
oeasory everywhere to lase additional 
Tneans to check the alarming spread o! 
Lutheran opimona, hiui written to the 
PHip& for authority to inoreu^s, if that 
were poaaiblo, the stringency of the 
Bpaniah Inquisition, The pontiff, 
nothing loath, had accordingly leaned 
a hull directed to the In qui ei tor-Gene- 
lal, VrUdtsK, by which be waa inBtnicted 
to ccmaign to the flames all prisonere 
whatever, ev<en thoae who were not 
accused of haying ** relapaed,"' Great 
preparations had been made to strike 



1 Moteron, L 26. 
■ Ibid. 

' Matflpofn, 1. 25. Hoofd, L at* Compara 
Cblirem, w 233. 

* Bor, 1 23. 

* ** Had the Elng-nndtho InqnMtar ttover 
coBQimittod any ethur uvil, ** s»ya iJ:0rQa|.4 



I terror into the hearts of heretics 
i*enei3 of h'^rrible exhibitions, in 
conrae of which the numerous viotio 
many of them peiiRona of high 
distingiuaheti learning, Jind exe 
livest who hfwl long \\&mi lung 
in the dungeonj^ of tJie h*ily 
were to bo conalj^ed to thw Hftmidi 
The fii-et ntftn-da-f^ hivd liuen uomnm 
mated at Valladolid on the '21st Mi 
(1569^, in the absence uf the King, 
course, but jii the preatmL^e of 
r<:)yal family and the principal unftAl| 
lities, civil, ecelesiiwtica] , and militi 
The Princeaa Regent, uerite*! on 
tlirone close to tho aCiifTold, lui-i 
on high the holy Bwoi*fL Tho 
bishop of Seville, follnwed by til 
miniateris of the Inquisition and 
the victimSj ho*! ari'ived in nob 
prooestsion at the " crwUlirdao,** wIkj^. 
after the usual Berrnou in pmifti* o( vke 
ho\j office and in deann 
hereay, he had aduiiniatci 
to the Infante, who had u.,l^ 
upon tiie crucifix to maiuLitn 
the sacred Inrpiii^ition and the a 
deereee. The Archbiahop h&d 
cried aloud, *' So may God pnj&per j 
Highneases and your ecTtates f * 
winch thti men and women whol 
the object of the show had b© 
into ibe flfmics.^ It baiug afterwAplT' 
aecertainiid that the KSng MiiifieH 
would soon be enabled to returo Ur 
Spain, the nest festival wjw rpwMfv.>i 
aa a Btting celebration for ] 
U[>on the 8th Ocbaber^ - 
another Sffi^a-rfft-/^ took pWr: -u ■ 
dolid. The King, with hie atst+T 
Mb son, the high officers of atit 
foreign miiiiaters, and all the n 
of the kingdom, were preaent, t- 
with an ^menae ooncouPst^ 
clergy, and populace. '( 
was preached by the Bishi>p ti ^. ,i. ^ „ 
When it wae finished, Inquii^ikkr 
General Valdez cried with a loud ?iiiec, 
*■ Gf}d, KUike fi|}ee<l to help uft t "* 
The Kjng then drew his flWud, 

'' tbis nloufl wowM be Ktfficiijnt fen ^jmigu 
thoirimme« to etfinta^ infjuny." 

« Gahrem, v. ^5, mm. UovesAo. W^ 
Grit, derhvqiiis,, lb xvfil. 

' Cjibrfira. iv. 209. 

■Ibid. 

9 ** Doinino 9^wm no*.**— Oahiwii, t.tM^ 



1559.] Nuptials 

Yaldez, advancing to the platform 
upon which Philip was seated, pro- 
ceeded to read the protestation : " Your 
Majesty swears by the cross of the 
sword^ whereon your royal hand re- 
poses, that you will give all necessary 
favour to the holy office of the Inqui- 
sition against heretics, apostates, and 
those who favour them, and will de- 
nounce and inform against all those 
who, to your royal ^wwledge, shall 
act or speak against the faith. ' ^ The 
King answered aloud, " I swear it," 
and signed the paper. The oath was 
read to the whole assembly by an 
officer of the Inquisition. Thirteen 
distinguished victims were then burned 
alive before the monarch's eyes, be- 
sides one body which a friendly death 
had snatched from the hands of the 
holy office, aaid the effigy of another 
person who had been condemned, al- 
thoi2gh not yet tried or even appre- 
hended. A}nong the sufferers, was. 
Carlos de Sessa, a young noble ol dis- 
tinguished character and abilities, who 
said to the Eong as he passed by the 
throne to the stake, ''How can you 
thus lo<^ on and permit me to be 
bflimed?" Philip then made the 
memorable r^ly, carefully recorded 
"by his historiographer and panegyrist : 
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1 ** Domine adjuva noa." — Cabrera, v. 235. 

» " Yo traerg lena para quemar a mi hijo 
A faere tan malo como vos. "—Cabrera, v. 
236. 

«Hoo£il,i.27. Meter8n,i25. Bor, L 23. 



" I would carry the wood to bum my 
own son withal, were he as wicked as 
you." 2 

In Seville, immediately afterwards, 
another cmto-da-fi was held, in which 
fifty living heretics were burned, be- 
sides the bones of Doctor Constantine 
Ponce de la Puente, onoe the friend, 
chaplain, and almoner of Philip's 
father. This learned and distinguished 
ecclesiastic had been released from a 
dreadful dungeon by a fortunate fever. 
The holy office, however, not content 
with punishing his corpse, wreaked 
also an impotent and lu^crous malice 
upon his effigy. A stuffed figure, at- 
tired in his robes, and with its arms 
extended in the attitude which was 
habitual with him in prayer, was 
placed upon the scaffold among the 
living victims, and then cast into the 
flames, that bigotry might enjoy a 
fantastic triumph over the gi'ave. 

Such were the religious ceremonies 
with which Philip ceflebrated his escape 
from shipwreck, and his marriage with 
Isabella of France^ immediately aftep- 
ward3 solemnized* These human vic- 
tims, chained and burning at the 
stake, were the blazing torches which 
lighted the monarch to his nuptial 
couch.^ 

De Thoxi, iii. 410-413, xxiii. Cabrera, iv. 
209, and v. 235, sqq.— Compare Llorento 
(Hist. Crit. de I'lnquis. ii. xviii. xx. and 
xxi.), who has corrected, many errors made 
by preceding hi^riajia. 
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M AHOAtiKT (»f Parmm newly appointed 
li«i|([«3ii(. of tlie Netberlanua, was the 
ii««itti4l (buKht«}r of (*barleii the Fifth, 
HIM I ttU dldiMt Unit obilcl Her mother, 
(if M r«M|>«H>tAtilo (»iuily called Van der 
UpiMit. ill Omlviiarde. had U>en adopted 
and bMMight up by the ditftiuKuiahed 
iMnimi \*t HiHig«ti^atea Peculiar cir- 
(iuiiMti«iiiH3aj Hut uiHHMwary to relate at 
liuigtb. timt |ia)lUt<Mt the fault to which 
Mai(^ai0t cwwl h^r iui)>erial origin, and 
^avu iltu ^ihtld 4hmMt a legitimate claim 
14 |M .11 (U rutbui '» |a\'teotii»u. The claim 
tya4 biiitouiub)^ aokuuwle^lged. Mar- 
^.u lit v\ •»« ill hui' iiUOkUity lUaced by the 
Tliuiiiumi lu ihi» vihaii^ ol hU paternal 
auiii. Maiii^t^t oi Hawy. th«iu Kegent 
i>r ittu jifviiuHJA. r^H4» the deatn of 
|.i4.«i |.iiui4VM, thp ohiUl wa« iutnij»ted 
i . tbii 1^1 ii i4 (hi> hHiii^^ivrV aiiiter. 
M«.v. ^»ui»>'u l><>vbager of Hungary, 
vs I. . l.-it «ui.i4hmUhA t\* the g\»vertmieut» 
.,„ \ ,yu. .i.^.u|.iiHl ii uutil the abdica- 
fi ,„ I'l4i) Uuut4v^4ue«u oommuni- 
, ', • ( ^-i V>i^Um %^* hvf ^rvuthhd miece, 
til i M'«i^i«i^ 40144 vutrivalled her in- 
..V«t^ '4W imOout with which 



she pursued the stag, and the ocmra- 
geous horsemanship which she ahrays 
displayed, proved her, too, no degeoenite 
descendant of Mary of Burgun<]^. Her 
education for the distinguished positioa 
in which she had somewhat sorrepti- 
tiously been placed!, was at least not 
neglected in this particolar. WheOy 
soon after the memorable sack of Borne, 
the Pope and the Emperor had been 
reconciled, and it had been decided 
that the Medici family should be 
elevated upon the ruins of Florentine 
liberty, Margaret's hand was ooof ened 
in marriage upon the pontifiTs nephew 
Alexander. The wretched promgafte 
who was thus selected to mate witii 
the Emperor's eldest-bom child, and 
to appropriate the &ir demesnes of the 
Tuscan republic, was nominally the 
offspring of Lorenzo de Medici by a 
Moorish slave, ahhou^ generally re- 
pited a bastard of the Pope binuM^tf , 
The nuptials were celebrated with 
great pomp at Naples, where the 
Emperor rode at the tournament in 
the guise of a Moorish warrior. At 
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Florence splendid festiyities had also 
been held, which were troubled with 
omens believed to be highly unfavour- 
able. It hardly needed, however, pre- 
ternatural appearances in heaven or 
on earth to proclaim l^e marriage ill- 
starred which united a child of twelve 
years with a worn-out debauchee of 
twenty-seven. Fortunately for Mar- 
garet, the funereal portents proved 
true. Her husband, within the first 
year of their wedded life, fell a victim 
to his own profligacy, and was assassi- 
nated by his kinsman, Lorenzino de 
Medici. Cosmo, his successor in the 
tyranny of Florence, was desirous of 
succeeding to the hand of Margaret, 
but the politic Emperor, thinking that 
hehadalready done enough to conciliate 
that house, was inclined to bind to his 
interests the family whichnow occupied 
^e papal throne. Margaret was ac- 
cordmgly, a few years afterwards, 
united to Ottavio Famese, nephew of 
Fftol the Third. It was still her fate 
to be unequally matched. Having, 
vlule still a child, been wedded to a 
man'ol more than twice her years, she 
vas now, at the age of twenty, united 
to an immature youth of thirteen. 
She conceived so strong an aversion to 
bar new husband, that it became im- 
poflnUe for them to live together in 
peace. Ottavio accordingly went to 
tie wars, and in 1541 accompanied the 
£mperor in his memorable expedition 
to^baiy. 

BomouTS of disaster by battle and 
tempest reaching Europe before the 
resdts of the expedition were accu- 
rately ki^own, reports that the Emperor 
Ittd been lost in a storm, and that the 
yoQDg Ottavio had periedied with him, 
swakfflied remorse in the bosom of 
Xaigaret. It seemed to her that he 
bid been driven forth by domestic 
iademency to fall a victim to the 
danents. When, however, the truth 
became known, and it was ascertained 
to her husband, although still living, 
I'M lying dangerously ill in the charge 
ofthe Emperor, the repugnance which 
bad been founded upon his extreme 
youth changed to passionate fondness. 
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His absence, and his faithful military 
attendance upon her father, caused a 
revulsion in her feelings, and awakened 
her admiration. When Ottavio, now 
created Duke of Parma and Piacenzay 
returned to Rome, he was received by 
his wife with open arms. Their union 
was soon blessed with twins, and but 
for a certain imperiousness of disposi- 
tion which Margaret had inherited from 
her father, and which she was too apt 
to exercise even upon her husband, the 
marriage would have been sufficiently 
fortunate.^ 

Various considerations pointed her 
out to Philip as a suitable person for 
the office of Regent, although there 
seemed some mystery about the ap- 
pointment which demanded explana- 
tion. It was thought that her birth 
would make her acceptable to the 
people ; but, perhaps, the secret reason 
with Philip was, that she alone of all 
other candidates would be amenable 
to the control of the churchman in 
whose hand he intended placing the 
real administration of the provinces^ 
Moreover, her husband was very de- 
sirous that the citadel of Piacenza, still 
garrisoned by Spanish teoops, should 
be surrendered to him, Philip was 
disposed to conciliate the Duke, but 
unwilling to give up the fortress. He 
felt that Ottavio would be flattered by 
the nomination of his wife to so im- 
portant an office, and be not too much 
dissatisfied at finding himself relieved 
for a time from her imperious fond- 
ness. ^er residence in the Nether- 
lands would guarantee domestic tran- 
quillity to her husband, and peace in 
Italy to the King. Margaret would 
be a hostage for the fidelity of the 
Duke, who had, moreover, given his 
eldest son to Philip to be educated in 
his service. 

She was about thirty-seven years of 
age when she arrived in the Nether- 
lands, with the reputation of possess- 
ing high talents, and a proud and 
energetic character.^ She was an en- 
thusiastic Catholic, and had sat at the 
feet of Loyola, who had been her con- 
fessor and spiritual guide. She felt a 
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The Rise of the 



greater horror for heretics than for 
any other species of malefactors, and 
lo^>ke<.l up to her father's bKxxly edicts 
as if they had been special revelatii.^ns 
fnnii on hii:h- She was most strenuous 
in her observance of Roman rites, and 
was accustomed to wash the feet of 
twelve virgins every holy week, and t«-> 
enilow them in marriage afterward?. ^ 
Her ai.\iuirements. save that of the 
art of horsemanship, were not remark- 
able. 

i\ireiuily ethicated in the 3Iachia- 
vollian and Meilicean scli-x>l of i-»«-»litics. 
she w:vs versed in that " dis.-j'mula- 
tion." ti» which liberal Ani;lo-Saxm3 
give a shorter name, but which f.^rnud 
the main su Instance of state.<:mnsliip 
at the I'ourt of Charles and Philip. In 
other respects her aocomplishTiients 
wort.^ but meairre. and she ha<l little 
Uixpuiintauce with any lanLnia^o but 
1 Lilian. Her {vrsonal appeaniwe. 
which was masvHiline. but not withi^ar 
a certain crauvl and im;vri;il f:isc:na- 
tion. harmonUevl with the o'^-lu'.' n 
>:oiUTally cntevtaiueil of her charac- 
t.'i\ The fa:uvnis moustache ui^^n her 
\ii»;vr lip* w:is s\ip|x^s*\i to indicate 
auclh'rity ami virility o: p-.r^v^se. an. 
i!ttpv\vsion which w;v* ^s-:irirrr.et.l -y 
the cijvumstance that she wik* liable 
W severe attav'ks of i^^ut. a di^^n-ler 
viHU.dlv ivs\sido'.i\l more a:^'.^r\^y:iate to 
liio sterner s**x.* 

Sux'h woiv the previous career ar.d 
public wputati.^n of the IHiciie*-* >l.»r- 
y.uoi. It rx".-.v.i:'.s to W ur.: ".•ltd 
whctb.*".' hor chir.wter .-.r.d tv. I \\- 
\'icmCs. .It e\o:v.v':ir.c\l i:i her •*.e^\ tx^ 
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H' I ■.«»». wen* t 

ri\.* v.*.<"v.K"^ of the st.*.:o c*"..:*,-'.. 
n »'.'.v.i,*.\ .':vs<'vv*M. wcrv^ Ivr'.iyv •.;:, 
\ 's-'V'.s. Am*. v'»^a!^J^^ av. i V^*..-. ■•". 

rt\*» r.'.s: \x *,s. '"'vcwi^c. cV.ict ■■ :V.o 
iln^'sv i'.e;.^v;'.".ot\t, >l..>: i*: :*■,' 
V'ii*u''\' \*r'.T»-.^i »*.e:»cr.'.\v. V.-.v*. \s \ 
umMo »»t \\\ i'. .»v.d h'sjiV.'y ;•..•?".■••—, '.■*..• 
villi >,•,'• r''..w* v't :V,e ;>\":v':i:. v.: 
p»M\ »M\ tV.e *\'":' »:\. •,•*.•" %"•'.•• 'y vl.-- 
Mi>uuii<i) \\v\\ A'i <'\N\v^\ ..i\ .%•.'. ecus. .V..', 

* »*n lU « I' 
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extremely &in quinary. That he was a . 
brave and devoted soldier, a bitter 
Papist, and an inflexible adherent to 
the royal cause, has never been dis- 
puted. The Baron, himself, \^-ith his 
f i^ur courageous and accomplished sons, 
were ever in the front ranks to defend 
the crown against the nation. It 
must be confessed, however, that fa- 
natical loyalty loses most of the ro- 
uiance with which genius and poetry 

, hive Si) often hallowed the sentiment, 
when the "legitimate" prince for 

. whi.>m the sword is drawn is not only 
an alien in tongue and blo«.Kl. but tilled 
with undisjr'.iised hatred for the land 
he claims t'j rule. 

ViLTlius van Aytta van Zuichem was 
a learned Frisian, bom. according to 
s-.mie writers, of " btx>rs' degree, but 
haviug no inclination for boorish 
work-"** Acc-.^r^Un^ to other authori- 
ties, which the President himself fa- 
vrured. he was of noble origin ; but 
whatever his race, it is certain that, 
whet her ge:itle or simple, it derived its 
r.rs: a:il only historical illustration 
fr.'m his remarkable talents and ac- 
•.iiiirements. These in early youth 
were s.-' great as to acquire the com- 
mendation of £ras!nus. He had 
at u lied in L'.'Uvain. Paris, and Padua, 
hail retiLsed the tutorship of Philip 
whc :: :hv. prir.oe was still a child, and 
h.i.1 iitenvan-is nl'.ed a profess>>rBhip at 
Ir.c*'?t»uit. After rejecting several 
o ':'.: -^ . : r r*; r.: : : :■ ^n f r» »m the Emperor, 
ho '..vd ...: l.-st .-T-ccei'teti in 1542 a seat 
in :l:e v:<.v."v::l o: Mechlin, of which 
V«xly ho hv^i become president in 
lo+o. He h-d ':>£T>n one of the peace 
c.'v.v.v.ssi v.-r? :.^ France in l.'JoS, and 
WW* r.."'V • Ticsi ler.t of the pri\-y coun- 
oi'. .\ ::*ev.".' ^:r ■ : the state council, and 
•■: ::'.i iv.rer :" i secret c*jmmittee of 
tV. iT '...■?«;. va'.iyi the Consulta. Much 
•»■.■.■.■.■.;. w.uii atv^^hevl i*^ his name for 
V.-.s >V.irv ir. tiie c.^miK>s:tion of the 
rv,v '■.-.< f-i-.jt ■:: IJ^o". The rough 
.".— *ic'.:: 'A .is v.*-.:il".y attributed to his 
■v.*. •*■■'.: V.e ot^mplained bitterly, in 
'.<:;<:^ wr-.tte:: at this lime, of injus- 

? ' N .V uvta: .V^v'-* r.:c:ito superioriqua 
■«*.v" • Vi<wr •■.**. c\ :.->* Tir.M* el iion nvxM 
OV.V .i ■ ■■"■ A-.::or.M4 conciliabatur."— 
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tice done liSm in tliis respect, and 
maintained that he had endeavoured, 
without BUQceas, to induce the Em- 
peror to mitigate the severity of the 
edict. One does not feel very strongly 
inclined to accept his excuses, however, 
when his genei^ opinions on the sub- 
ject of religion are remembered. He 
was most bigoted in precept and prac- 
tice. Beligious liberty he regarded as 
the most detestable and baleful of doo- 
tiines; heresy he denounced as the 
most unpardonable of crimes. 

From no man's mouth flowed more 
Intter or more elegant commonplaces 
than from that of the learned presi- 
dent against those blackest of male- 
factors, the men who claimed within 
their own walls the right to worship 
God according to their own con- 
Bciences. For a common person, not 
learned in law or divinity, to enter 
into his closet, to shut the door, and 
to pray to Him who seeth in secret, 
was, in his opinion, to open wide the 
gate of destruction for all the land, and 
to bring in the Father of Evil at once 
to fly away with the whole population, 
body and souL *' If every man," said 
he to Hopper, "is to believe what he 
likes in his own house, we shall have 
hearth gods and tutelar divinities^ 
again, the country will swarm with a 
thouauid errors and sects, and very 
few there will be, I fear, who will 
allow themselves to be enclosed in the 
Bheepfold of Christ. I have ever con- 
sidered this opinion," continued the 
president, "the most pernicious of 
afl. They who hold it liave a con- 
tempt for all religion, and are neither 
more nor lees than atheists. Th^ 
TBgoe, fireside liberty should be by 
every possible means extirpated; 
therefore did Christ institute shep- 
herds to drive his wandering sheep 
hack into the fold of the true Church; 
thus only can we guard the lambs 
igainst the ravening wolves, and pre- 
TBot them being carried away from 
tiie flock of Cluist to the flock of 
BehaL Liberty of religion, or of con- 
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. lores lemuiesque," etc.— £p. ad 



Hopp.. 421 

'viglii "BmaL ad Joach. Hoppenim, p. 
421, 422.— Compare Yit VigUi ab ipso Yigllo 



science, as they call it, ought never to 
be tolerated."* 

This was the cant with which 
Viglius was ever ready to feed not 
only his- faithful Hopper, but all the 
world beside. The president was na- 
turally anxious that the fold of Christ 
should be intrusted to none but regu- 
lar shepherds, for he looked forward 
to taking one of the most lucrative 
crooks into his own hand, when he 
should retire from his secular career. 

It is now necessary to say a few in- 
troductory words concerning the man 
who, from this time forth, begins to 
rise upon the history of his country 
with daily increasing grandeur and 
influence. William of Nassau, Prince 
of Orange, although still young in 
years, is already the central personage 
about whom the events and the cha- 
racters of the epoch most naturally 
group themselves; destined as he is 
to become more and more with each 
succeeding year the vivifying soiu'ce of 
light, strength, and national life to a 
whole people. 

The Nassau family first emerges 
into distinct existence in the middle 
of the eleventh century. It divides 
itself almost as soon as known into 
two great branches. The elder re- 
mained in Germany, ascended the im- 
perial throne in the thirteenth cen- 
tury in the person of Adolph of 
Nassau, and gave to the country many 
electors, bishops, and generals. The 
younger and more illustrious branch 
retained the modest property and 
petty sovereignty of Nassau Dillen- 
Dourg, but at the same time trans- 
planted itself to the Netherlands, 
where it attained at an early period to 
great power and large possessions. 
The ancestors of William, as Dukes of 
Gueldres, had begun to exercise sove- 
reignty in the provinces four centuries 
before the advent of the house of 
Burgundy.* That overshadowing fa- 
mily afterwards numbered the Nether- 
land Nassaus among its most stanch 
and powerful adherents. Engelbert 

Script, (apnd Hoynck, i.) 1-33; Viglll 
Epist. Select, od Diversos, cxiviii. ; Levunsb. 
Nederl. Man. eu Vrouw., iv. 76-82 ; Vander 
Vynckt, i . 127. * Apologie d'Orange, 4^ 
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the Second wae dJ^tingublied in the 
turbulent councils aiid m the battle- 
fields of Churl ea the Bold^ and ^as 
afte wards the unwavering supporter of 
HoximiliaTiT in court and camp. D]^^^ 
cihildlesB^ he waa succe^ed by bia 
brother John^ wliose two Bon^, Henry 
(Had WilUani of Naasm, divided the 
great inheritance after their father's 
death. William succeeded to the 
German estates; became a convert to 
Proiefltanti^tn, atid iiitrc?duced the Es- 
formiition into his doniiiiions. Henry, 
the eldest son, received the family poB- 
EeBBiona and titles in Luxembourg, 
Brabaotj Flaodera^ aod Halhmd, and 
distinguished himaeH as much as Mb 
undtj Engelbert^ in the sen'ice of the 
Bui-gtindo-AuBtriati house. The confi- 
dential friend of Charles the Fifth, 
whoae governor h^ had been in that 
Enjperor'iJ boyhood, he was ever hia 
iDoet efficient and reliaMe adherent. 
It waa he whose influenee pkced tlie 
imperial crawn upon the head of 
Charles,^ In 1515 he eepouaed Claudia 
de Chalona, sister of Prince Philibert 
of OrangCj ** in order/* m he wrote to 
Mm father, " to be obediect to hia im- 
perial Mjijesty, to pk^e the King of 
Fnmce, avd more partic\darUj /or the 
mir (if hU mm Jumofur and projit.'^'^ 
Hie son Rl^uiS de NasEau-Chalona suc- 
c^eefied Philihert, The little princi- 
pality of Orange, m ple.iaantly mtuated 
between Proveuce and Dauphiny^ but 
ID such dajigerotifl proximity to the 
seat of the *^ Babylonian captivity *' of 
the Popes at Avignouj thus passed to 
the family at Nassau, The title was 
of high antiquity. Already in the 
reign of Charlema^e, Guilkurae au 
Courfc-Nez, or ** Willijim with the Short 
Nose/' bod defended the little town 
of Orange againid the Rssaulta of the 
Banu^enia. The interest and authority 
iicquired in the demeaneg thus pre- 
served by hifl valour hecame exten- 

I " ^^ Celt lul qui a mis la couronnd 
ImpeHalQ Bur In testij da ITjupureur . . , , 
ii iHcmiuidj^ ies ulecteiirs do prafuref TEin- 
jKjroiir ftu Eioi de Fncnco, , , . , Et coinmcr 
l3 c*t THftoSreii uu clinc-iiinqiicceatoGiJuminno 
Jmiierinle a. e? 1/ i put ttt>Pe« a fwct 

ciUPfltca," etc. :, _ 

* *'■ Oiiii i.',(:i'"'ny.'iTn ie rytt der K^\»* 

MdJ' uade wjc om te wills te jiyu dtn Cotuc 
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BivGi and in process of time heredi- 



tary in his race* The principality 
became an ahaolute and free ayve- 
reigntyj^ and had already descended, 
in deEance of the Salic law, throu^^ 
the three distinct families of Orangej 
Bauj^, and Chalona, 

In 1544, Prisce Mni died at the 
Enjperor'a feet in the trenches 
Saint Diaier, Having no legitimato 
chUdren, he left ail his tiilea aii4 
estates to hia cousin-german, Willta 
of Nassau, son of his father*]^ T 
William^ who thus at the age of 
eleven years became William the 
Ninth of Orange, For this child, 
whom the future was to eunimon to 
^uch high de^nies emd such heroic 
fiacriflces, tbe |>a*3t and present seema 
to have gathcTed riches and power i 
gether from many aoureea. He 
the descendant of the 0th os, 
Engelbertej and the Henries, of 
Netherlandi?, the representative of th 
Fhiliberts and tbe E^n^a of Franc 
the chief of a hou^ej humbler in 
sources and position in Gennaiiyt 1 
still of high rank, and which had al- 
ready done good service to humanity 
by being among the first to embra<^ 
the great prinoiplea of the Reforma- 
tion. 

His f.itheT, younger brother of the 
Emperor'a friend Henry, was ealle" 
Wiiliam tbe Rich — he was, howeve 
only rich in children. Of these 
bad five sons and seven daughters 
his wife Juliana of Stolberg. 8 
waa a persop of meet exemplary ch 
racter and Tm.ifl>cted piety. She i] 
stilled into the minds of all her 1 ' 
d^ tbe elements of that devotionj 
sentiment which was her own strikio 
chaxmcteriHtiOi and it woa de«^tined th^ 
the aeed sown early should increase i 
an abundant harvest Nothing 
be more tender or more touching 1' 
tbe letters which stjU e^xiBt from h^ 



van Vrancryk onde iOTidorling' om nmtd 
cNsnen ep de prmiflyu wtlle "— Arrkofrti, am 
Beak*, p. IST. Gns^u t» Frinsfccrci; * 
cblvEis, etc* i. 04** note "2. 

faviurisf r cji mem piiDdf 

U n'avDlt rieu i, Tcoir in 

eonmic, lo tenaot en in 

nbcDlu^ ee qnv pen ^fraiitrLii :j;fj£Titurs jkiu 

potit dire,"— Apologue, 14, 
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hand, written to her illustrious sons 
in hours of anxiety or anguish, and to 
the last, recommending to them with 
as much earnest simpUcity as if they 
were still little diildren at her knee, 
to rely always in the midst of the 
trials and dangers which were to beset 
their paths through life, upon the 
great hand of Ood. Among the mo- 
thers of great men, Juliana of Stol- 
berg deserves a foremost place, and it 
IB no slight eulogy that she was worthy 
to have been the mother of William of 
Orange and of Lewis, Adolphus, Henry, 
and John of Nassau. 

At the age of eleven years, William 
having thus unexpectedly succeeded to 
such great possessions, was sent from 
his father's roof to be educated in 
BniBBela. No destiny seemed to ' lie 
before the young prince but an educa- 
tion at the Emperor's court, to be 
followed by military adventures, em- 
baasieB, viceroyalties, and a life of 
hixuiy and magnificence. At a very 
early age he came, accordingly, as a 
pageintothe Emperor's family. Charles 
lecognised, with his customary quick- 
ness, the remarkable character of the 
boy. At fifteen, William was the in- 
timate, almost confidential friend of 
the Emperor, who prided himself, 
above all other gifts, on his power of 
reading and of using men. The youth 
was BO constant an attendant upon his 
imperial chief that even when, inter- 
views with the highest personages, and 
upon ihe gravest ^fiairs, were taking 
place, Charles would never suffer him 
to be considered superfluous or intru- 
sive. There seemed to be no secrets 
which the Emperor held too high for 
the comprehension or discretion of his 
page. His perceptive and reflective 
faculties, naturally of remarkable keen- 
ness and depth, thus acquired a preoo- 
eiouB and extraordinary developments 
He was brought up belnnd the curtain 
ci that great stage where the world's 
dramas were daily enacted. The ma- 
chinery and the masks which produced- 
tile grand delusions of history had no 
dec^ytions for him. Carefully to ob- 
serve men's actions, and silently to 
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ponder upon their motives, was the 
favourite occupation of the Prince dur- 
ing his apprenticeship at court. As 
he advanced to man's estate, he was 
selected by the Emperor for the high- 
est duties. Charles, whose only merit, 
so far as the provinces were concerned, 
was in having been bom in Ghent, and 
that by an ignoble accident, was glad 
to employ this representative of so 
many great Netherland houses, in the 
defence of the land. Before the Prince 
was twenty -one he was appointed 
general-in-chief of the army on the 
French frontier, in the absence of the 
Duke of Savoy. The post was coveted 
by many most distinguished soldiers — 
the Counts of Buren, Bossu, Lalaing, 
Arembei^g, Meghem, and particularly 
by Count Egmont ; i yet Charles shewed 
his extraordinary confidence in the 
Prince of Orange, by selecting him 
for the station, although he had hardly 
reached maturity, and was moreover 
absent in France. The young Prince 
acquitted himself of his high command 
in a manner which justified his appoint- 
ment. 

It was the Prince's shoulder upon 
which the Emperor leaned at the ab- 
dication ; the Prince's hand which bore 
the imperial insignia of the discrowned 
monarch to Ferdinand, at Augsburg. 
With these duties his relations with 
Charles were ended, and those with 
Philip begun. He was with the army 
during the hostilities which were soon 
after resumed in Picardy ; he was the 
secret negotiator of the preliminary 
arrangement with Prance, soon after- 
wards confirmed by the triumphant 
treaty of April 1559. He had con- 
ducted these initiatory conferences 
with the Constable Montmorency and 
Marshal de Saint Andr^ with great 
sagacity, although hsu-dly a man in 
years, and by so doing he had laid 
Philip under deep obligations. The 
King was so inexpressibly anxious for 
peace that he woiUd have been capable 
of conducting a treaty upon almost 
any terms. He assured the Prince 
that "the greatest service he could 
render him in this world was to make 
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peace, and that he desired to have it 
at any price whatever, bo eager was he 
to retura u> Spain." * To the envoy 
Suriano, Philip had held the same lan- 
guage. " Oh. Amhassador/' said he, 
" I wiiih peace on anv terms, and if the 
King of France had not sued for it, I 
would have begged for it myself." * 

With such im[>atience on the part of 
the sovereign, it certainly manifested 
diplomatic abilities of a high character 
in the Prince, that the treaty nego- 
tiated by him amounted to a capitula- 
tion by France. He was one of the 
hostages selected by Henry for the due 
execution of the treaty, and while in 
France made that remarkable discovery 
which was to colour his life. MTiile 
hunting with the King in the forest 
of Vincennes, the Prince and Henry 
found themselves alone together, and 
se|jaraterl from the rest of the com- 
pany. The French monarch's mind 
was full of the great scheme which 
had just secretly been formed by 
Philip and himself, to extirpate Pro- 
testantism by a general extirpation of 
Protesbrnts. Philip had been most 
anxious to conclude the public treaty 
with France, that he might be the 
Br>oner able to negotiate that secret 
convention by which he and his Most 
Christian Majesty were solemnly to 
bind themselves to massacre all the 
converts to the new religion in France 
and the Netherlands. This conspiracy 
of the two Kings against their subjects 
was the matter nearest the hearts of 
both. The Duke of Alva, a fellow 
hostage with William of Orange, was 
the ijleuipotentiary to conduct this 
more important arrangement. The 
French monarch, somewhat impru- 
dently imagining that the Prince was 
also a party to the plot, opened the 
whole subject to him without reserve. 
He complivined of the constantly-in- 
creasing numbers of seoMtaries in his 
kingdom, and x>i'otested that his con- 
wionce would never be easy, nor his 
Htato secure, until his realm should be 
delivero(l_ of " that accursed vermin." 

1 Aix>lo(fie d'Oronge, 49. 

■ *• Ho bon era cosi poco honorevole 

Ai frnt» (»N4U(iiiolla cU' io ser^i ol Bottom bre 
jNiHMiitc) cho ml diiwo S. M., neU'esercito con 
qiuMto iNirulo 6 aimili; o Imbosciatore^ io 
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A civil rerolutioii, tinder pretext of a 
religious reformation, was his constant 
apprehenaon, particolarly since so 
many notable perstmages in the realm, 
and even princes of the blood, were 
already tainted with heresy. Never- 
theless, with the favour of heaven, and 
the aasistanoe of his son and brother 
Philip, he hoped soon to be master of 
the rebelSk The King then proceeded, 
with cynical minuteness, to lay before 
his discreet companion the particulars 
of the royal plot, and the manner in 
which all heretics, whether hig^ or 
humble, were to be discovered and 
! massacred at the most convenient 
: season. For the furtherance of the 
, scheme in the Netherlands, it was 
understood that the Spanish regiments 
I would be exceedingly efficient. The 
I Prince, although horror-struck and in- 
I dignant at the royal revelations, held 
i his peace, and kept his countenance. 
The King was not aware that, in open- 
ing this delicate negotiation to Alva's 
colleague and Philip's plempotentiary, 
he had given a warning of inestimable 
value to the man who had been bom 
to resist the machinations of Philip and 
of Alva. William of Orange earned 
the surname of " the Silent,' from the 
manner in which he received these 
communications of Henry without re* 
vealing to the monarch, by word or 
look, the enormous blimder which he 
had committed. His 'purpose was 
fixed from that hour. A few days 
afterwards he obtained permission 
to visit the Netherlands, where he 
took measures to excite, with all his 
influence, the strongest and most gene- 
ral opposition to the continued pre- 
sence of the Spanish troops,* of which 
forces, much against his will he had 
been, in conjimction with Egpnont, 
appointed chief. He already felt, in 
his own language, that " an Inquisition 
for the Netherlands had been resolved 
upon more cruel than that of Spain; 
since it would need but to look askance 
at an image to be cast into the flamea'* ^ 
Although having as yet no spark of 



voglio pace in ogni mode e s'il Ro di Franda 
no i'havesse domandata, la domandsrei io.** 
— Suriano MS. 

» Pontus Payen MS., 8-13. 

« Apologie, 61. 
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religious sympailiy for the ref ormera, 
he could not, he said, " but feel com- 
passion for 8o many virtuous men and 
women thus devoted to massacre/'^ 
and he determined to save them if he 
could ! At the departure of Philip he 
had received instructions, both patent 
and secret, for his guidance as stad- 
holder of Holland, Friealand, and 
Utrecht. He was ordered " most ex- 
pressly to correct and extirpate the 
sects reprobated by our Holy Mother 
Church ; to execute the edicts of his 
Imperial Majesty, renewed by the 
King, with absolute rigoiu'. He was to 
see that the judges carried out the 
edicts, without mfraction, alteration, 
or moderation, since they were there to 
enforce, not to make or to discuss the 
law." In his secret instructions he 
. was informed that the execution of the 
edicts was to be with all rigour, and 
witiiout any respect of persons. He 
was also reminded that, whereas somo 
persons had imagined the severity of 
the law '' to be only intended against 
Anabaptists, on the contrary, the edicts 
were to be enforced on Lutherans and 
all other sectaries without distinc- 
tion." * Moreover, in one of his last 
interviews with Philip, the King had 
given him the names of several " ex- 
cellent persons suspected of the new 
religion," and had commanded him to 
have them put to death. This, how- 
ever, he not only omitted to do, but, 
on the contrary, gave them warning, so 
that they might effect their escape, 
"thinking it more necessary to obey 
Gtod than man." * 

William of Orange, at the departure 
of the King for Spain, was in his 
twenty - seventh year. He was a 
widower; his first wife, Anne of Eg- 
mont, having died in 1558, after seven 
years of wedlock. This lady, to whom 
he had been imited when they were 
both eighteen years of age, was the 

^ Ap(d(^e^ 53. 

* Archives et Correspondanco, 1. 41, 42. 
I Apologie, 80. 

♦ Archives et Correspondance, i. 1-^. 

* Wilhelms von Oranien Ehe mit Anna v. 
Sacbaen, vtai Dr K. W. Bottiger (Leipzig, 
1888). 

• Far the history ofWilliam of Orange up 
to the period of Philip's departure from the 
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daughter of the celebrated general. 
Count de Buren, and the greatest 
heiress in the Netherlands.* William 
had thus been faithful to the family 
traditions, and had increased his pos- 
sessions by a wealthy alliance. He 
had two children, Philip and Mary. 
The marriage had been more amicable 
than princely marriages arranged for 
convenience often prove. The letters 
of the Prince to his wife indicate 
tenderness and contentment."* At the 
same time he was accused, at a later 
period, of " having murdered her with 
a dagger."^ The ridiculous tale was 
not even credited by those who re- 
ported it, but it is worth mentioning, 
as a proof that no calumny was too 
senseless to be invented concerning the 
man whose character was from that 
hour forth to be the mark of slander, 
and whose whole life was to be its 
signal, idthough often unavailing, re- 
futation.^ 

Yet we are not to regard William of 
Orange, thus on the threshold of his 
great career, by the light diffused from 
a somewhat later period. In no his- 
torical character more remarkably than 
in his is the law of constant develop- 
ment and progress illustrated. At 
twenty-six he is not the " pater patrice,'* 
the great man struggling upward and 
onward against a host of enemies 
and obstacles almost beyond human 
strength, and along the dark and 
dangerous path leading through con- 
flict, privation, and ceaseless labour to 
no repose but death. On the contrary, 
his foot was hardly on the first step of 
that difficult ascent which was to rise 
before him all his lifetime. He was 
still among the primrose paths. He 
was rich, powerful, of sovereign rank. 
He had only the germs within him of 
what was theres^ter to expand into 
moral and intdlectual greatness. He 
had small sympathy for the religious 



Netherlands, see Green v. Prinsterer, 1-30 
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Tacitume (Bruxelles), tome i. ; Apologie 
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tK^rmn^fi, -oC widiix h» wag to be 
im*i ^ tJUie motft di8tan^;uiidi«d diaxu- 
lAj^ma. Hx wac; » ObthuJic. nozninaUr, 
4iAid 3X1 outward ^baervMioe. With 
d/ix.'tjiuw JLw? t*vublt»d liimself but 
Uuk', ii*; iukd ^veu ordere Xfj vnioroe 
CAMioi-wity to tiie uBkcient ChurciL not 
witAi bloodshed- yet with coinparatiTc 
tfti'icttitttu^, m bin prmcipuJit y of Orange.^ 
Beyoud th« cM^uipJiwAoe »itii rites and 
iorina, Uxou^t uvliii^>enwJ>l« in thane 
d^vb t<^ a penioua^e of such hi^ de- 
gr*i*i, he did uot occupy himself with 
th^A</f^y. He wsus a Catiiolic, as Eg- 
mojit aifcd H<jm, iierlaymont and Mans- 
feeld, M-onti^y and even Brerlenjde, 
weje C^athollc. It wa» only tanners, 
dyenS; and ajiostate prieffts who were 
Proteutauto at that day in the Nether- 
hm<lji$. iiij« detertninatlon to prr^tect 
a multitu'le of hiJi hannlew iuferi'jrs 
from horrible deathii did not jir^xjeed 
from xymfiathy with their religious 
tmntimauin, but merely from a generous 
and manly detentation of murder. He 
carefully averte^l his mind from sacred 
matters. If, indeed, the seed implanted 
by hu tthtuH parents were really the 
germ of hU future conversion to Pro- 
tijtfbmtiHm, it must )>e confessed that 
it lay dormant a hnig time. But his 
mind was in other imrsuith. He was 
disposal for an easy, joyous, luxurious, 
))rinuely life. Banijuets, masquerades, 
tournaments, the chase, intersx)er8ed 
with tlm routine of official duties, civil 
and military, seemed likely to fill out 
his life. His hospitality, like his 
fortune, was almost regal. While the 
King and the foreign envoys were still 
in the Netherlandis, his house, the 
splendid Nassau ])alaoe of Brussels, 
was ever oi>en. Ho entertained for 
the monareii, who was, or who ima- 
gined himself to be, too poor to dis- 
eluirge his own iluties in this respect, 
but lie entei'tauied at his own ex))ense.* 
This spleiuUd household was still con- 
tiniunl. 'iVenty-four noblemen and 
eightiten pages of gentle birth oiHoiated 
regularly in his family. His e stablish- 

» Ai-ohtvuM ot (.\»n'usp., 1. 803*. 

3 A)MiUi)|tu. *Jd, ^7. 

^ Yuiului- Huur. IHd, 

« I'urivMii. do Quin, le Taoit. U. SO. 

* Ytuiiluk' lU\n\\ liifl. 
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< mesit-was on bo ^exitBaave a aodetiiit 
: npcm ozie dsr tmemu^ edgjat ^■»— *^w^ 
oookE -ware diazmssad, for ihit porpoae 
of diminifihixig 12» funiij fxpwMeR, 
aad there ww hardlT a jnmi^ hooae 
in Geananr viiieb did not send oooks 
to lesm their boBBneas in so nuigm- 
iioeat a IdtdiaL' Hie npntation ci 
his table remained nndiminifilied for 
jesTB. We find at a later period that 
Philip, in the oonrse of one of the 
nominal reconciliations which took 
place serenl times between the mo- 
narch and William of Orange, wrote 
that, his head oook being dead, he 
begged the Prince to ** make hhn a 
present of his chief oook. Master Her- 
man, who was imderstood to be very 
skiUuL"* 

In iMs hospitable mansion the 
feasting continued night and day. 
From early morning till noon, the 
breakfast-tables were spread with 
wines and luxurious viands in constant 
succession, to all comers, and at every 
moment.* The dinner and supper 
were daily banquets for a multitude 
of guests. The highest nobles were 
not those alone who were entertained. 
Men of lower degree were welcomed 
with a charming hospitality, which 
made them feel themselves at their 
ease.^ Contemporaries of all parties 
imite in eulogising the winning euddress 
and gentle manners of the Prince. 
" Never," says a most bitter Catholic 
historian, " did an arrogant or indis- 
creet wcml fall from his lips. He, 
upon no occasion, nianif ested anger to 
his servants, however much they might 
be in fault, but contented himself 
with admonishing them graciously, 
without menace or insult. He had*^a 
gentle and agreeable tongue, with 
which he could turn all the gentlemen 
at court any way he liked. He was 
beloved and honoured by the whole 
oommunity." ^ His manner was grace- 
ful, familiar, caressing, and yet digni- 
fied. He had the good breeding which 
comes from the heart, refined into an 

* " A la v^rit^ o'estoit un personage d*una 
merveilleiise vivacit6 d'esprit, lequel sur 
toua autros tenoit table maguiiqr.c, <A let 
potits oompasnons cstovent autont bien- 
xxnus que los gnuids."— ^ontus Fiyen MS. 

f Foutus Fayon MS. 
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Iliuszprewible i^liami from M& constant 
* injterootiTBej. Blmost from tiia ccadl6j 
with nmiikiiid of all ranks. 

It niftjr he fluppooed that thin train 
liiing wiBfl fttteiided with expcaue. 
Coreover, he had T^nouji oth^r estab- 
Ikhments in ioWQ and cottntry^ besides 
bk iUinost Tofal residence in Bruastila* 
He woa ardently fond of the chase, 
poriicuJiarlj of the knightly sport of 

»ial^wrj* In the country he "'" con- 
doled hiniself hy taking every day a 
lifiTon in the clouds." ^ His faJoonera 
vlone cost him annually fifteen hun- 
dred florins, after he had reduced their 
expenses to the lowest po^lbl^ point.^ 
He wsA much in debt^ even at thi^ 
eorlj period and with his princely for- 
tune. " We come of a race/* he wrtite 
»car^eBly to his brother Loukj ** who 
frre somewhat bad managera in our 
young da¥9^ but when we grow older^ 
we do better, like our late father: 
Bicut erat in principio^ et nunc^ et 
temper et in secula seculorum. My 
greatfifft difficulty/' he luliia* " as usual, 
1 on account ot the faletmers,'!? 
Ub debts already amounted^ acoord- 
y to Granv elle'a statementi to eight, or 
[mine hundred thouaand florins,"* He had 
lembarraflaed himaeSf, not only throvtgh 
flkia splendid ejEtravagauce, by which 
all the world about bim w^re made to 
partalce of his ^v^ealtb, but by accepting 
tliB high officer to which he had been 
appointed. When general4n-chief on 
tie frontier, hk sakry wm three h^iD- 
dred florina monthly; "not enough/' 
as be said, *' to pay the scrvaQts in bis 
tentj" ^ his necessary expenses being 
twenty-five hundred Horins, as appears 
by a ktter to his wife^" His embussy 
to cany the crown to Ferdinaudj and 
}m «qh«equGnt residence as ft hoatage 
for the treaty in Paris, were also rery 
cm&ronfl, and he received no Bdlary; 

I Letter to Count Louia de Kaaaau. Ar- 

^ Arcbivea et CotregpdtidimDev L l^fl, 
' Itjid. 

• Ptipiers d'Etat, tiL 61. Archives, etu,, 
lis. * ApoloBiu, 27. 

* Ai^y ves et Corrospontimice, i Igr, 

• AixJoffk. 27. 

* **^— . Da t^n^ons dm priMiiDiera fran- 
piV rniftirmiora pi'ini aux batalllua da 3, 
^^ilutfncrt Grare^ingeB qui portQreat & una 
iaMtk lAea deivier% eutra Ic^uda MoaAinj 



Debts and Mf^ttrces, 



UB 



according to the economical system In 
this respect pursued by Charles and 
Philip. In tbeae twu embasaies or 
misaiona alone, together with the enter- 
tainmeutd offered by him to the court 
and to fore)^eti»^ after the peaoe at 
Brusielij the Prince spentj aecording 
to Ma own eiitimate, one million Ave 
hundred thousand florins.^ He wa^, 
however, although deeply, not des- 
perately iiiTolved, and had already 
taken acti¥e measures to regulate and 
reduce his establitihment. His revennea 
were vast, both in hia own right and 
in tb^it of his deceaned wif^ He had 
large claims tipon the royal treasury 
for servict; and expeuditurD. He had 
beaidea ample sums to rece^'e from 
tbe ranaoLtis of the prisoners of St 
Quentin and Gravebnes, having served 
in both campaigns* The amount to 
be received by individuala from thia 
soun^ may be e&timated frLvm the 
fact that Count Horn, by no meana 
one of the moat favoured in the victo- 
rious armies, bad received from Leonor 
d' Orleans, Due de LoDguevillej a ran-^ 
Hoin of eighty thousand crowns.* The 
sum due, if paymeot were enforced, 
from the prisoners assigned to Egmont^ 
Orange, and others, mu«t have been 
very large* Granvelle ©itknated the 
whiile am^junt at two millions; adding, 
charoeteristically, "that tliis kind of 
speculation was a practice " whiah our 
good old fathers, level's of virtue, 
would not have found laudable^* In 
this the chin^chmftn was right, but he 
might have added that the " lovers of 
virtue '* woidd have found it as little 
'' biudable " for ecclefilaaticB to disposa 
of the Bacred offices in their gift, for 
oat^ets, tapestry, and annual payments 
of certain per centages upon the cin^ 
of souk^* If the profits respectively 
gained by military and cleHiial specu- 

Loonor d'Orlffiuia iJuc do Lonj^riGvillB iifda 
crimptdrnt &il Compte <la Homed qiiutra- 
viiint mil Isciia— iJenaeir miiiii tenant ul la 
C^mptu d'Egmout avoit oil muyen de lalni 
koft besoignea," etc— Poiittia Payun MS, 

• ** Chosa k [a wi'iltC ma\ a&tiit6i ofc 

quo noH bona vieux p^roa, amatvnitt du in 
vei-tu, ti'eiiasctit trouv^ louablo.*'~Arcliivc3 
ctt Comc&jiondaiico, i, BS* 

J^ V. GiichaTtLGDrrefipoiidaaciedeFiiilii'ipo 
11. sur les aflairea des Fosb-Bos (BruJL., 
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f Af/jT« in ihfft fhey nhrmVl be compared, 
fhft flijwi/)VAntAC(e would hardly be 
Vf\}r}f\ if> lie with thocie of the long 

HiK'.b, fhpsn, at the V;egimiing of 1 560, 
wa« William ^)f Orange — a generoua, 
wfAt^ly, Tr»a<<nificftTrt, jKxwerfnl grandee. 
Am ti military c<^rmmanflcr, he had ac- 
^jiiitWl hi rrwjlf very crerlitably of highly 
lrri|K>rt/aTit funotiorw at an early age. 
NfrvflTthftlew, itwa« the opinion of many 
pflrw)n«, that he waw frf a timid tem- 
|>ftramfrnt.^ He wa« even accuHed of 
having manif««ted an imwoemly panic 
at I'hili|ipfTVille, and of having only 
bnnTi roRtrainfwl by the cxpcmtvilations 
of hij< offlcerM from a>>an(loning both 
that fo^rriwand ( )harloinonttf) Admiral 
Oollgny, who had ma^lo his ap[)oarance 
In tho noighbonrhood, merely at the 
hofwl of a roroniMiitring party.* If the 
Htory W(To true, it would be chiefly 
iniportant iw indicating that tho Prince 
of Oraiigp wrtH one of tho many his- 
torian 1 cliamctorw, originally of an ex- 
ribiblo and ev<«n tinjorouH physical 
organ JMivt Ion, whom moral cotirage and 
a n\ rong will havo aftorwardn converted 
bito daiinMoHN horoos. (Jortain it is 
tlud. ]\v wjui dn«Mno<l to ootifront open 
dangrr In ovory form, that hiw path 
Wft*» to load throtigh ]>orpot»ial atnbiwh^ 
ynt \\u\i. h\H ohoorful oontuionoo and 
trrtn«|nil oourngo wwv to lH»oon»e not 
»Mdy ntuiMoMionablo Imt ]m>vorbiaL^ 
It uuty oo wifoly ftHHortiHl. howo\t*r, 
th(d tht» i»tory w«« an invontion. to l>o 
Hrtw^Ml with thiwn iloHt»n« which made 
him tho numlowr of hii« t\r»t wifo, a 
iMMiunon O'»n««pi»*;»tor t^g^iinst l'hil!p*a 
iM>»wn and |HMi«»>n. and a crafty mnU*- 
frtctor in K^MUM'id. witUmit a ninglo 
virtn«\ It \\\\\ni Ih» M^n»<»mlx»roii that 
rv«»n tho torn bio Al\*n. who Hvotl in 
hantoMH alnuv^t (v\\\\\ tho criidlo to tJu> 
IJi'rtvo. wrt.<. i»t\ lato (Ui nt tho iH>rvKHi with 
\^h(oh \so aix* i^m' \hv\»|mo\L wiwinxni 
for t^unvht^v, an\i h»d Ihhhi ^uvuwkI in 
y^nitU »\f tlrtt \Hxw»M^luH\* Hodw|M«Hi 
Vho (Hii<nu,i<ton« whioh (vNr hin^ tw^i wo 
i\^oAUti\|i Thotv in lu^ vlvml^s t<x\ Umc 

* ** ■ ^^^^\ ^^AiM^vt onawt^C %n>«\ww r» 



The Jiise of the Dutch RepuUk. [1559. 

catrtion was a preclofnfnant diarao- 
teristic of the Pnnce. It was one of 
the chief sottrcea of his greatneaa. At 
that period, perfaape at any period, he 
wonld have been incapaNe of such 
brDliant and dashing exploits as had 
made the name of lament so famous. 
It had even become a proverb, "the 
counsel of Orange, the execution of 
Egmont ; " • yet we shall have occasion 
to see how far this physical prompt- 
ness which had been so felicitous upon 
the battle-field was likely to avail the 
hero of St Quentin in the great poli- 
tical combat which wm approaching. 

As to the talents of the Prince, 
there was no difference of opinion. 
His enemies never contested the 
subtlety and breadth of his intellect, 
his adroitness and capacity in conduct- 
ing state affairs, his knowledge of 
human nature, and the profoundness 
of his views. In many respects it 
must be confessed that his surname 
of the Silent, like many similar appel- 
lationSj was a misnomer. William of 
Orange was neither " silent ** nor " ta- 
citurn," yet these are the epithets 
which ^\^ll be for ever associated with 
the name of a man who, in private, 
was the qiost affable, cheerful, and 
delightful of companions, and who on 
many great public occasions was to 
prove himself, both by pen and by 
8|>oeoh. the most eloquent maxi of his 
age. His mental accomplishments were 
considerable. He bad studied history 
with attention, and he spoke and wrote 
with facility Latin, French, Qerman, 
Flemish, and Spanish. 

The man, however, in whose hands 

the aihuinistration of the Netherlands 

was in reality plieed, vras Anthony 

Perronot, then Bishop of Arras, soon 

t<> bo known by the more celebrated 

title of Cardinal Granvelle. He was 

tho chief of the 0>nsulta» or secret 

' ^^>unoil of three, by whose delibera- 

, tions tho IHichew Regent was to he 

gvn-x^moii Hi« father, Nicholas Perre- 

L iK^« i\f an obacui^ family in Burgundy, 



nu>((v^ x^<t«n <(«i[frra^r«diqwQ the medals stnick 
«t vit^xwit porwls in his Ikonoor. 






1559.] Anfhony 

liad been long tlie fayoarite miniBter 
and man of businefli to the Emperor 
Charles. Anthony, the eldest of 
thirteen children, was bom in 1517. 
He was early distinguished for his 
tal^its. He studied «b Ddle, Padua, 
Paris, and Loafain. At the age of 
twenty he spoke seven languages with 
perfect facility, while his acquaintance 
with civil and ecdesiastioal laws was 
considered prodigious. At the age of 
twenty-three he became a canon of 
li^e Cathedral The necessary eight 
quarters of gentility produced upon 
that occasion have accordingly been 
displayed by his panegyrists in trium- 
phant refutation of that theory which 
gave him a blacksmith for his grand- 
rather,^ At the same period, although 
he had not reached the requisite age, 
the rich bishopric of Arras had already 
been prepared for him by his father s 
care. Three years afterwards, in 
1543, he distinguished himself by a 
most learned and brilliant harangue 
before the Council of Trent, which 
display so much charmed the Emperor, 
tiiat he created him councillor of state. 
A few years afterwards he rendered 
the unscrupulous Charles still more 
valuable proofs of devotion and dex- 
terity by the port he played in the 
memorable imprisonment of the Land- 
grave of Hesse and the Saxon Dukes. 
He was thereafter constantly employed 
in embassies and other offices of trust 
and profit. 

There was no doubt as to his pro- 
found and varied learning, nor as to 
his natural quickness and dexterity. 
He was ready-witted, smooth and fluent 
ol tongue, fertile in expedients, coura- 
goous, resolutOk He thoroughly under- 
stood the art of managing men, parti- 
cularly his superiors. He knew how 
to govern under the appefurance of 
obeying. He possessed exquisite tact 
in appreciating the charActers of those 
&r above him in rank and beneath 
him in intellect. He could accommo- 
date himself with great readiness to 
.the idiosyncrasies of sovereigns. He 
was a chameleon to the hand which 
fed him. In his intercourse with the 
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King, he coloured himself, as it were, 
with the King's character. He was 
not himself, but Philip ; not the sul- 
len, hesitating, confused Philip, how- 
ever, but PWlip endowed with elo- 
quence, readiness, facility. The King 
ever found himself anticipated with 
the most delicate obeequiousness, be- 
held his struggling ideas change into 
winged words without ceasing to be 
his own. No flattery could be more 
adroit. The bishop accommodated 
himself to the King's epistolaiy habits. 
The silver-tongued and ready debater 
substituted protocols for conversation, 
in deference to a monarch who could 
not speak. He corresponded with 
Philip, with Margaret of Parma, with 
every one. He wrote folios to the 
Duchess when they were in the same 
palace. He would write letters forty 
pages long to the Eling, and send off 
another courier on the same day with 
two or three additional despatches of 
identical date. Such prolixity en- 
chanted the.Eling, whose greediness 
for business epistles was insatiable. 
The painstaking monarch toiled, pen 
in hand, after his wonderful minister 
in vain. Philip was only fit to be the 
bishop's clerk; yet he imagined him- 
self to be the directing and governing 
power. He scrawled apostilles in the 
margins to prov* that he had read 
with attention, and persuaded himself 
that he suggested when he scarcely 
even comprehended. The bishop gave 
advice and issued instructions when lie 
seemed to be only receiving them. He 
was the substance while he affected to 
be the shadow. These tactics were 
comparatively easy, and likely to be 
triumphant, so long as he had only to 
deal with inferior intellects, like those 
of Philip and Margaret. When he 
should be matched against political 
genius and lofty character combined, 
it was possible that his resources might 
not prove so all-sufficient. 

His political principles were sharply 
defined in reality, but smoothed over 
by a conventional and decorous bene- 
volence of language, which deceived 
vulgar minds. He was a strict abso- 



^ Dom I'Evesque.M^oires pour servir iL THistoire du Cazdinal Granyelle (Pai-is, 176S), 
iLli6-29S. Compare Strada^ 0,60. 
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lutist. Hia deference to arbilary 
lH»wt»r was j»i\>found and slavish. God 
and " the niiutter," as he always called 
I'hilip. ho pmfossed to c>er>'e with 
tHjiul huuiility. ** It seems to me," 
8iii\l he. in a letter of this eix>ch, "that 
1 Hhall never Lte able to fultil the obli- 
^iti\ui of slave whioh I owe to your 
uirtji'Hty, to whom I am bound by so 
tinii a chain ; — at any rate I shall never 
fail to Ht niggle for that end with sin- 
cerity,"^ 

Ah IX matter of course, he was a firm 
oi»|Htiu>ut ot' the national rights of the 
Nethorlandrt. Ho hail strenuously 
Nvai'Uiul Philip against assembling the 
«t;»ti*rt gt^ueral Iwforo his departure for 
the Hiike M lutking them for supplies, 
tlo i»;unorttly deprecateil allowing the 
iMiintitutional authoritit^ any control 
o\or the exi^t^nditures of the govem- 
iiieikt, and aNorrtnl that tliis practice 
uiuloi' the Ufgi'Ut Marj- hail lH?en the 
iu»im» t>f I'udli'iW tnuible.* It may 
uibil) U« Huppi^td that other rights 
>\i«ro iiM little to his ti^to as the claim 
(«) \iite tlie Hiilwidit»». a privileire which 
>\.i.i III iiMlity iiulkHput^ible. Men who 
hii»Hl I'urth in dofenee of the provincial 
iMUbtiititinuH woitt, in his opinion, 
uu»iu dtwniigt»g«t'.s and hypocrites; 
llutir i»ul,\ motive U'ing to ourrj* favour 
wilU tlio popultwe. Yet these charters 
>\»ii%v itl'lor all, Mitlli'iently limited. 

riu> u.i(uiid rif^htit ot' man were wpios 
w liu h \i.i\\ novoi- iKH'n bnviohe^L Man 
t(.tdiail.\ iut«iral\M\>Ui;K Noneventured 
i,i d.mliC that ft«t\ tM-eignty was heaven- 
Imiii. .lUi'iuti'd of (.}ih1. The rights of 
(Ito Sotlu'iUihUweve s|HviaI.noi gene- 
x,\\. plur.d. Hot sin^ubr; HWrties. not 
l4l'»«ii,\ ; " pi i\ iK*»;e»," not maxims. 

iiwy wiie \ii.ii*lii'.d. not thivrt'liiMl: 
U.^i.'iUsd, not phiK'Sophii'al. Still. 
»„. U .!» tUfV >\i're. they were facts. 
.u.,ui>ui»'ii!. 'V\\v\ lud Kvn purcha*i\i 
l;\ ilu' I'lood and toil of br.we ^uu^^f- 
i.'kd tUi'\ .noovuittsl however o*.vn 
v' V i;i..->ui u^H'U bjwid hum,mi:ari.in 
jo '♦iii»l>. ot >\ii^-h lew M that ^uy h.^'. 
««.( itiiVuiusl to .» ^o^.d. 8;;*;<8it»u:::.U 

» ' \ 1 II.. »-. in.- iv.i\\vv.*o\u- *A\s:.ir..» iv.«^ 

,yu- ».i |ii. .t.' *uii->':ii »\-» :,» .'iC..;:*.- ,-^. lis 
»'.li... «ii .»..!■ tu.« '.!.» j'..."o5.'\ M .»!..::.;.■ 
,.,. . \\ \ lit 1. 1 III. t »:.ui. J^ '..« ^•..■ls.<» >> »•-...* 
\^ ' |ii> iili.i in iii>< : I i.tiA .1*' .i»v::.t: «-ll •..» 
k-,-.. \^ i)i.l tft 1 1 it-(ii ...... Cwtt 
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I dyke against the arbitnuy power which 
I was ever chafing and fretting to destroy 
its barriers. No men were more subtle 
or more diligent in corroding the 
foundation of these bulwarics than the 
disciples of Granvelle. Yet one would 
have thought it possible to tolerate an 
amount of practical freedom so differ- 
I ent from the wild, social speculations 
i which, in later days, have made both 
! tyrants and reasonable lovers of our race 
• tremble with apprehension. The Ne- 
' therlanders claimed, mainly, the right 
to vote the money which was denumd- 
ed in such enormous profusion from 
their painfully-acquired wealth; they 
were also unwilling to be burned aUve 
if they objected to transubetantiation. 
Granvelle was most distinctly of an 
opposite opinion upon both topics. 
: He strenuously deprecated the inter- 
\ f erence of the states with the sub- 
sidies, and it was by his advice that 
] the remorseless edict of 1550, the 
Emperor *s ordinance of blood and fire, 
was re-enacted as the very first mea- 
sure of Philip's reign.' Such were his 
sentiments as to national and popular 
rights by representation. For the 
people itself — " that vile and mischiev' 
oiis animal called the people," ^ as he 
expressed it — ^he entertained a cheeiful 
contempt. 

His aptitude for managing men was 
very great ; his capacity for aSairs in- 
contestable; but it must be always 
understood as the capacity for ^e 
af airs of absolutisuL He was a clever, 
scheming politician, an adroit manager; 
it T«main«d to be seen whether he had 
a claim to the character of a states- 
man. His industry was enormous. 
He could write fifty letters a day with 
hi« own hand. He coidd dictate to 
half a dozen amanuenses at once, on 
as many different subjects, in as many 
ilifferent languages, and send them all 
away exhausted. 

He w.\s already rich. His income 
f:\^m his see and other livings was 
e*: ::r..'.:e\i. in l^o?. at ten thousand 
Ir: -.'icu y amor." etc — Fapiors d'Etat; 



« Tsp.cr* d EiAt- tL 27. 

• " um ruin uniir.al come es el pue- 

K.V*— I^ 3cn d'Euu, \-iL Sti7. 



oUars I bis furoperty in ready mofiey, 

^ f uriistuf«, lupoetrf » &nd Uie like/' sit 

iiuiidred aod tiftj ^ousand di^l- 

Wbeii it ifl (Kmsid^Tfjd dmt^ ^ 

apued VPith QUI- timeis, these umim 

at a> reviuun of a buiulr^d 

t^iiBOBdA and a eapitcd of two tiiilJif:>nB 

and & b^ in o^iditioji, it may be ^ely 

Averted tbjat Uiu prelate kiid at leMt 

m^e a go^ begixuiing. Beaidoa his 

tegular inoouie, nmreoverj b« bad 

bjb^fiaome reeeipti |rom that timony 

which wafl rediiced to a «jst@ini and 

^hich g^ve him & liberal profit, geii^ 

mil J ill the ahape of an aimuityj upou 

eyery Iml^h^^ca whieh he oauferred. 

He w^, huwever^ by no meomeat^ed, 

Hifi appetite van as boundletti ae the 

pea; he waa BtUl a ahameless mejidi- 

caut of pecuniary favuura and luc^fative 

officer Alrieady , in 1 552^ thi^ Etup^ror 

had roQsdlj Tebuked his greediniies. 

"' iL£ to wbioit you aay d£ getting no 

'morced' nor*ayudri d© co^ta/"' said 

hCj " ^ti« merced Eind ayuda de ao&ta 

quite etUStdeut, when one him fat 

boaa^c«a^ pei^ouBi aud salarieHj with 

" " t a mail might manage to support 

"^ The bkhop, howev^r^ was 

ilj akushod, and he maa, at the 

Krbich BOW occupies ua, ^tar- 

f and auct?cflBfully Bulieiting from 

fiji the iu^ratiYQ abbey of Baint 

^Anuand. Not that he would ha^e 

■ ! }trfonnent, ** could the 

II annexed to iwjy of 

...,, . ,^ ,. . ,.^..„^ .1 i*ai I " ^ on the coDtmryj 

lie liisiaiJrtjd the King that "to carry 

out so holy a work aa the erection of 

thooe nfiw aeefl, he would williugly 

I htve contributeii evtai out of hie owu 

I tuiiusrabk pittance,"* It not being 

cuosidered espetlient to eoniifcate the 

[ abbey to any particular bishop, I'hxiip 

I accordingly preaeiited it to the prelate 

of Arras, together with a lumdeonie 

I mm (.►f money io the shape of an 

' " ^rtidn d e ^miA*' beside. Th e thrifty 

Loresaw the adveut of 

1 in the Net herlandfl, 

rji(.*iit» — In pao IjiTOj litt- 
.1 [cnipfjirala elrl »& ruH^vji 
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hc^wever, took card in the lett^ra by 
which he sent hia thanks to iutftniot 
the King to secure the money upon 
crown property in AiragoUj, Naples^ 
and Sioiljj aa matters iu the provineea 
were begimiiug to look veiy preciiri- 

OUiL* 

Such^ at tha commencement of the 
Puehesa Margaret'e administration, 
were the charaotera imd the previous 
histories of the pei^ona into whose 
hands the Netherlands were Intrusted, 
None of them b^Te been prejudged, 
Thcdr characters have been sketch t^V 
not according to aubsequent develojH 
mentflj but aa they appeared at the 
opening oi thi^ uupurtant e[>och. 

The aapect of the country aud its iu- 
habit^TVtH o^ered many sharp coutrafit^j 
and revenJod many sources ol future 
trouble. 

The ariijtocracy of the Netherlands 
was ciceasively extra vagantTdiaeipatedj 
aud ahx'a<ly cousidcrably emb^ura^ed 
in I'ircumBtont^ee. It had been tlie 
policy of the Emperor and of Philip 
to confer high offices, civile miiitaiy, 
and diplomaticj upon the leadiiig 
nobler, b^ which cnormoua expensea 
wttre entaikd upon them, witliout any 
oorreaponding salaries. The caea ol 
OraLnge has been alre(wly alluded to, 
and there were many other nobles leaa 
able to afford the eipenae, who had 
been indulged with these ruinous 
honours. During the war, there had 
been^ however, many chaucca of better- 
ing broken fcoWaee^ Victory brought 
immenfie prisea to the leading officers. 
The mnjom.i of bo many illustdooB 
priff oners $s hod graced the triumphs 
of Saiut Queutin and GravelineifL luul 
been extremely profitable. Theao 
Bt»ujcos of wealth had now been cut 
off; yet, on the departure of the King 
from the Netherlanda, the luxury in- 
oreaited inatead of dimimEhiog. '' In- 
stead of one court/' said a conteaipo- 
rory, " you would have aaid thiit there 
were fifty."" Noth iitg could be more 

- uitMiu V. Friuflterar* Ai\Juve% etc. Z 

' FaptfetB d'Etttt, yI. ai, 

* ''— — Mm quo d« la inlfierlnr qn« yq 
tnn^o liolgnria que bb tomEisaG pani cuiupli- 
mcurxk du tan mn^tn vbta."*— IhitL 

* Piipiers ii'Kttit, vi 21. 

* PoapiA Paycn MB. 
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Bumptuous ih^n tke tnndea of life in 
Brueaela. The household of Orange 
htta been already pointed ► TLat of 
Egniont WHS alniOHt ae rartgniJiceut. 
A rivJiliy in hoapitaJity and in ditiplay 
begnji fimoDg the highest n4>blea, and 
ext<jn(!ed to ihom less aT>k to main- 
tain themaalYea in tha coDtast. Diir- 
in|^ the war ther6 had been the valiant 
emuLitioa of the hafctle-field ; gentle^ 
EQeD iiati vied with each other how 
best to illuBtnate an ancient name with 
deedit of desperate valour, to repair the 
fortunes of & ruined houjse with the 
spoihi of war. Th^j now sought to 
Burpaas each other in splendid extra- 
vagiiiioe. It wafl an eiigor oompetitifm 
who should build the fltat-elieat palaeeB, 
have tho greatest niiiniber of noble 
pages and gentlamen in waiting, the 
most gorgeous liveriea^ the moat hoapi- 
table tables, the mosit scientific eniiokB. 
ThfiM waa also much depravity a^ well 
SB extravagance. The morale of high 
society were loose. Gaming was prac- 
tised to a frightful erbent, Dnrnken- 
ness was a prevailni^ characteriiatie of 
the higher claaseg. Even the PriDce 
of Orange hitns&lf, at tbis period, al- 
though never addicted to habitual ex- 
cesa, wa« extremely convivial in hia 
tastes, t<jlerating Bcenes itnd compaii- 
lona not likely at a later day to tind 
much favour in bis eight, " We kept 
Saint Martin's joyously," he wrote, at 
about thia period, to hia brother, " and 
in the toost jovial company* Erede- 
rode waa one day in such a istate that 
I thought he would certainly die, but 
he has now got over it*' * Count Bre- 
derode* eooo afterwardfl to become so 
oonspiououa in the early acenea of the 
revolt, waSj in truths most notoriona 
for hie perfomianoeB In these banquet- 
ing acenes. Ha appeared to have 
vowed aa uncompromising hoitility to 
cold water aa to the Inquisition, and 
always denounced bnth with the same 
fierce and ludieroua veheraenoo. Their 
conftamt connexion with Germany at 
that period diii not improve the bo- 
briety of the Netherland nobles. The 
aristocracy qI that country, aa la well 

* ArcHlviM oL OotTeipopdiincny. 1 ISJJ. 
» Ibid., L »», 

* " Ma nol here nUmbrlaepno ognJ 
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known » were mtj&t ** potent at potting," 
'* When the Grttnan finds hiniH*jlf 
aober," said the bitter Badovaro, "lie 
belie vea himaelf to be OL" Gladly ^ 
since the peace^ they hiid welcomed 
the opportunities aifbrded fo? tmm a 
d&ep carouse with their Nethrr; ,i .1 
oouaiun. The approaching maitik. 
the Prince of Orange with the S^iiiu 
prineesB^ — an episode whieh wiU sooq 
engage our attention — gave riaa to 
tremendous orgiei. Count SchwartE- 
burg, the Prince'e brother-in-law, sad 
one of the negotiators of the marriigei, 
found many occMions to atrengibefi 
the bonds of harmony between the 
countriea by indulg^ice of these com- 
mon tastaa^ '^ I have had many princes 
and counts at my table/^ he wrtite to 
Orange, ** where a good deal more W35 
drunk tlmn eaten. The HhinecT^' - 
brother fell down dead after dri;:: 
too Eouoh malvoiaie ; but we havu hiui 
Mm bal^med and sent home to W 
family." 3 

These disorders among the bigber 
ranks were in TSfdity so extensive m 
to jtistify the biting remark of 
Venetian : *' The gentlemen iwtcii^s 
themselrea every day,'* said he, ** t 
the ladies also ; but much lem i " 
the men."^ His remnrka a» to 
morality, in other re^^pecU, of 
sejcea were equally aweepmg, mnd i 
more complimentary. 

If these were the characteriiticii (if 
the moat distinguiHhed eociety, ii i i 
be supposed ^at they werti r^ 
duced with more or " lep*^ h,*, 
throughout all the more ■ 
Goncentaic circlea of life, a^ 
Bflductive splendour of the (x^uit < ' 
radiatfi. The lesaer nobles emu I .' 
the grandeesj and vied with eachotbflj 
in Bplendid establishmentfl, bant^uei ' 
masqueradest and eqnipnge^ 
estates, in conaeqnenci?, wer« raoi 
gaged, deeply and more deej^tly ; 
after a few years, sold to the men^haaH 
or rich advocates and other gent 
of the robe, to whom they ha" 
pledged. The more cloaelj 
stared the victims m the 

frfomo, ot lo donnfl an«som. mA molto i 
dtigli nomini," etc. 



^K la <i11nanly dtil ihty i4iiDgfi into 

tluit tbey vrero ik^irDtjfi of 

; diirUirbonc^ id tlio cumiiioD^ 

.^ tb^ paymMii Df juiit tlebta 

be. aTci>id.«d, tbAt their I[|ort^ 

b ini^t be wreated l>y mMm 

ftosA tbe low-bom wdi^idtuUs 

Irsd lT**f>^me powffwed of them, 

ir, the rich abbey 

34 lie prieeta might 

^H>rj|*riiit^* w- the tifie of impo- 

genUetneni who couM turn 

1 1» Ao much better acoounli It 

pfribable tkvt mtarested mo- 

^,«lA OS thefl6 were tiot entirel j 

I Ih^noiiiBf a cotnparsitivcly griLatl 

geutlemeii. The rdigiriua r^ 

fwery land of Europe 

iofi of ltd strength from 

ttity it affcrtjed to pot^B- 

great noblea for helping 

ti3 Church property. No 

KetherlAuders thought 

i inight be improved 

of the rnonfc«, nnd for 

i benei^ of religio n. E ve n w i tfioH i 

from Ibe mother Churchy 

f looked with long-ing ^bb ott the 

ilth of h«r ^voujW iind indolent 

They thought that the 

J would do weB to carve » round 

Dbcr of huidsome militiu-y com- 

01 it of the abtxjy land.?, 

ors should be b<>uiid to 

rvcirice softer the aocient nmiir 

tfs, 90 ihat a Bplendid oi^Yalry, 

i by the gentlemen of ^le coun- 

ahould be ever xeo^iy to meunt 

I ri»]. - '^- .TLil pleaaarejio place 

5 d li . y epic+MPeaiiiij telling 

ilgiBg themBclves i^ 

urioite vice.* 

Eiicb Tiews were entertained; aneh 

often held. These eirciim- 

and usittimonta had their in- 

^mong the ca-uBes which pro- 

dueed the ^eat revolt now impesod* 



not to emgig^ffttA thftt inSuAoce. It 
is % ppodlgioiiB tniftake to refef thtf 
gre^ kuitorical event to BOuree» sO 
inauflident u the Hmbitioti of ft few 
great hc^^lee, &nd tbe embgrraasmetiti 
of a iHger number of needy gentle^ 
men. The Netherhmd revolt wa^ not 
an aristocratic^ but a popular^ although 
oertainly nob a democratic movement* 
It wa* a great epiisodte— th^ longest, 
the divkeet, the bloodle«tj the lu'Mst 
important eptaode m the bbtory e£ 
the^ f^ligiouB relormaiioti in Europe. 
The nobles so conqiicviouB upon tbe 
earhjo^ ftt the outbreak^ only drifted 
before a storm whiqh they neiUier 
eaniied nor controlled. 

For the Atate of the people was very 
different from th& condition of the 
ariBto<5racy, Tlie period of martjT* 
doin had lasted long and was to last 
longer i but there were aymptoinjs that 
itk might one djiy be succeeded by tk 
more active stage of popular dbeiue. 
The tumulti of the NetberlondB were 
long In ripening ; when the final out>- 
lirtevk cam&p it wouM have been more 
[thiloHophlcat bo tft<tuire, not why it 
liad occurred, but how it could have 
been so long' po0t|>oned: During the 
reign of Ch&rles, the ebtteenth oen- 
tuiy had been advancing eteadiiy in 
strength as the once omnipotent Em- 
peror layified into decrepitude. That 
extraordinary century had not dawned 
upon the earth only to increuHo the 
istrength of absolutism and aupereti- 
tion. The new world had not been 
di^oyered, the ancient worM recon- 
queredj the printiTig^presa perfected, 
only tliat the Inquisition might reign 
vmdiflturbed over the fnireat portions 
of the earth;, and chartered hyjiocmy 
fatten upon Ita rrchcst lands. It wn^ 
impoaaible that the meet energetie 
and quick-witted people of Europe 
ahould not feel sympathy with the 
great effort made by Chrfetendom to 
shake ofiT the incubufl which had flo 



I Pontu* Pftyen MS, 

' " Se teDDieiit mitres propos k table 

ide ref<HTX!er, restati occleeljiatiqtie, ^ig- 
Etiment ]es ricbefl abbayea^ sijavoir voub 
BTientp laiir Of^Uvnt. ]oa ^Jkuds biens qui 
lny«Dt dause, si qu'iU dlsgytsnt, dd laur 



I'oft poldrsit confferei- i^ uno inatiit^ d«a 
nauvTDs eBntUbocttTOea^ qui aemient touiia 
dfl fidre nerrice . , . - an Hon d^lng taa da 
Me<9iLB vitftujHi X I'epienHenne, I'oii auroi't 
t<:i'u|ourt rni^ belk cav'Ji^Uene a. la main . . . 
an proffidi dii Roy est poulasnoment du pays," 



BAa?^alss Tie St l^tsrig^f ^ cruiaadi^ quo \ fito., etc. — Fentus Fayo&j HS. 
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Jong pat^jeed %.&t bADds atxl brain. 
In the K^UierlaDds^ whcire itli@ att-aclir 
jnent to Hoim4? had n^v^r beeo mten^i^ 
wber« in the old tim^ ili€ Bisbopa of 
XJtxGclit bad been ratlier Ghibelline 
tlmn Guelpb, where all the oarli^t 
sects of dinaeaters — Woldenaes, LoL- 
iBjidst Hussitae — had found nmnorouB 
eonverta and thousands oi martyrfl, it 
fras ineidtd.ble that there jahouM be a 
response from the {Krpukr heart to the 
deeper agitation srhkh hqw sesfihed to 
the \e^ core o£ Chruteodom. 

The people wei» numerouPj IziduH- 
triousj acGustomad for <}enttm^ to a 
Qltate of compafatiice ourU ireedomj 
and to a lively foreign tradfB/ by yphich 
their minds Vi^vt fiaved from the stag- 
nation of bjg^jtiy. It "^OM natiiraj that 
they ^ould begin to generallfiet and 
to pass from the ck>nAret«e images |)te- 
ee^nted them in th& Flemish mimiasr 
teries to the abstra^Tt uboract^ of 
Some Itself. The FLemingB^ above all 
their other qu^tieSt w^e a >comm^' 
dal nation, Commeree was the juts- 
ther of their h^edom, so far as thej 
had acquired itj in civil matters. It 
was stniggling to give birth to akrger 
liberty, to freedom of couBcionce, The 
provincea were situated in thd voiy 
heart of iSurope; The blood of £i 
wflrid'vride trafiio was daily csoursing 
throi igh the thouaand arterieB of that 
water inwoven territory. Them iras a 
xmitiial exchange between the Nether- 
liinds and all the world; and ideoe 
were oh liberally intcrcbongod as guod^ 
Truth waa imported as freely aa less 
pgrecioufl mdrcWndise. The psahnfl of 
liarot were s& current m the drugs of 
Holucca or the diamonds of Borneo, 
The prohibitory measm-es of a despotic 
govemmont could not ;mnibilat? this 
intellectual tradc^ nor could bigotry de- 
vise an effective quarantine to exclude 
the relij^ouH pest which lurked in every 
bale of merchaudise, and was srafted on 
every breeze from E^sst and Weat. 

The edicts of the Emperor had been 
endur^, but oot accepted. The hor- 
Tible persecution under which 90 many 
thousanfla had sunk had prodticed its 
iapvitable result Fertilised by all this 
jxtpo^iit blood, the soij of the Netjier- 
Iflfkdfi became as a watered gafdef^ za 
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which liberty^ civil and religious, waa 
jb<j iiourifih peremiiolly. The scaffold 
hiui its daily victunSj, but did Qol^ 
make a emgle conveil. The fftatiatics 
of these crimes will perhaps iieyer be 
accurately adjusted; but those who 
love horrible detaik may £cd iimplo 
mateiiaL The ehronielea contain thfl 
lista of these obscure martyrs; but 
their names, hardly pr<>nonniid in 
their lifetimOj soui^ barbarously in 
^ur ears, and will never x!ug through' 
the trumpet of fame. Yet they werd 
men who dared and auiered as muoh^ 
as men oan dare and eulier in this 
world, and for the noblest cause whio 
can inspire hunaanil^, Fimatics the 
oertainly wtt» aot^ if fsnatkiisn 1 
sistEi in abow without c(»rrespou 
ffubst^ice. For them all was terrib 
reality. The Emperor and his edicts ^ 
wet« realities ; the axe, th^ strike were 
realLtiee ; ajid the heroism with whi<^ 
men tixik e&ch other by tbe hand and 
walked into the flam^^ or with which 
women sang a song of triumph while 
tbe graviisliggur was ehoveUii^ the 
earth upon their living faceSj w^a ^ 
reality also; 

Thus, the people of the 3^etherij 
were alreody pervaded, throughou 
the whole extent of the country, wil 
the expanding spirit of religiotm 
formation. It was ineyitahle 
jjooner or later an e^losion was 1 
aJrive, They were placed t 
two gr&at cDuntriea, vrhere the : 
principles had already taken root. The 
Lutheraniam of Geruuiay and the Cal- 
vanism of France had each its t^baj% in 
producing tha Netberland revolt, but 
a mistake ie often made id ( 
the relative proportion of tb 1 1 

influences. The Beformatii ■ 
tered the provlTiee% not through th«J 
Augsburg, but tbe Huguenot f 
The hery iiehLpreajchers from 
south of France first iuflfuneti the \ 
citable hearts of the kindred popu 
tion of the south-wegtem Netbei*k2M 
The Walloons were the first to reb 
Against and the lirat to teccsicile then 
selveB with p^ial Eoma, esacitly 1 
their Celtic an cestoid, fifteen ceutur* 
earlier^ had been foremost in the 
Tolt against imperial Borne, and ] 
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»itrtt^ in fieir aubniisHion to htt 

■ iwer. The Bataviaiii, 

'Vedj. but more stcjid^ 

L ilia impure wMcli they 

i Irom the eaiae iiource which 

nlfi^dy agitating tbjeb*'' Wol&b" 

IDmtmtrioto. Tbere were alpeady 

fratich preaeheni at Valencienn^Q and 

T«^Tjrnay, to be itillowed, ^ we Ahnll 

ittve oc'cjiBioD to eucji by tnjmy O'thers^ 

Vithoiit uudervaliikig the hifiui^tttie 

t!ie Gemiau Chiu'chea, and particu- 

Lrly of the gari'iaoii^pfBachiiig of the 

^ricuLD iQilitary chaplainfi ia tbe 

Eeth^rlanda^ it may be aa-t'ely aseerted 

early Refonaenj of the pro- 

kwere mainly Huguenots in tbeir 

The Dutch Church became^ 

ngly, tiot hixth^Mi, but Calvin- 

, Aiad thp fovinder <si the i^ouimou- 

ilth hiLftily ces^d tu be a nntiiitial 

PftihoHo before he becama im a^lkerant 

'io the game erced. 

Id the liiicaD time^ it vat tax-W^ wat- 
tund to regrii'd tiie great movenient^ 
p^db^liJgiii^aLly tipeiiklngp as a whole, 
whether it Tevealed itself in FranDc, 
Germany, the Nether^inili*^ England, 
ur Scoiikod. The policy of govtam- 
mextU, national chai-acter, individual 
hiiereatSt and other t^olLiteral circuin- 
jljji^r- - 1 ' .%:| tjj^ result; but the 
great the a'vrne ; the somee 

*»f .^11 : _ - Li <^Dt« WiW* Biijgl e, Th e 

11 r- i-matioa in Getinany had been 
i».jj.ja med for half n century by the 
_ religious pefico^ just con- 
It was hold in &u»penss in 
* r^ t ho Marajkiavellian po- 
lity v ..irine d« Medici had 
just ad J : 1. id wna for se^^eral ycara 
» prosecute, os balansing onfi party 
WQSt the other, so a» to neufaraliae 
jiovrer but her ©wii* The great 
bi&teet was nccordizigly transferred to 
I Kettierlandfl, to be fonght out for 
Tid&i of tbe century, while the 
►bole tif Christemlom was to look 
doiialy £i jr thercHult. From the East 
\ iratn the W^^ the douda rolled 
sving a conipEu^tively bdght 
ti%A atnaoi>iphere, only that 
I'nceutrate themeelTea 
I \ -■' blaeknesB over the 
: _;:i!i'rbiidj3;. In Germany, 
I prmcca, not the people, hod con- 
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querod Rome, and to tbs^ prince«, not 
the people, were B9cur^ tfa» beneSta 
of the Tictofy— the apoils of ehureheay 
and the right to wonship accoiiling t^ 
conscience. Th& {HtMjpIe liad the right 
to Gonfomi tt> th eit ruler a creed, or to 
depart from hia land. BtiU, as a mat- 
ter of fact, many of the princea being 
peformerfiT a loj^gfe maas of the jiopu- 
Ifltion bad iWjquLred the pHviJega for 
tlieir own generation and that uf their 
children tcj practice t}iAtrelig]OXLwhi<ih^ 
thjL'y actually appmvedr Thk wtia i^ 
factf and a laore oomfoirtabla one thani 
the necessity of dioo^ing ttetwoeit 
what they ct)mddeped wicked idolatry 
and the Btake^the only election left 
to their JbJjjtherland brethren. In 
France, thi3t accideutml splinbeu fromi 
MoiatgomeiTy'ii knee had deferred ther 
Ht^gnenot musBacns f o^ a dozen yearg.. 
During the period in which tbe Queen 
Uegent was reeoh^ed to play her fast 
and hwjee policy^ all tho pei^anaaionet 
of Philip and the arts of Alva were 
powerloBe to induce her to carry out 
the gcbenie whish Henry had revealed 
tfj Orange in the forest *.d Vmc^ume^ 
When tliB crime came at laat^ it wa» 
aa blundering as it was. bh>ody; at 
onca pronieditated and accident^U ; the^ 
isolated execution of an juter-regaL 
conspiracy, exist ing for h;ilf a genera- 
tion^ yet exploding without csonueiik; 
a wholesale massaere, but apiAoameil 
plot* 

The aaiatocmejr and ib« tiioweA 
being thtU) from a vstrlety of oa.t}Be%. 
in ihtfi agitated imd dangerotu otmdi- 
tiom, what were the meuiiurea of th& 
Government I 

Tho edict c»f 15S0 had been re- 
enacted immediately after Philip^3 
aeceeaion to aovereignty* It ia neceg* 
jK^ry that the reader should be made 
acquainted with aome of the leading 
provisions of thia fanfiou& document^ 
thua laid do wa above all the conatitu- 
tioBfl as the oi^^^iic law of tho land, 
A few ]plftin fietsij entirely without 
rhetorical Tarniah, will prove more 
im|>rced¥e in thia caa^ than auper- 
fluoua declamation^ The American 
will judge whether the wrongs in- 
dicted hy Laud and Charles upon his 
Puiite^ ^cestoti were the eevereat 
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that a pecrpld hu had kk muiei^, aod 
wketli^ ^ Dtitdi Kepiblic does not 
trafck ita Bourde U» the Kun« bij^ reli- 
glouE origin u Ibat of Dtir swn oom- 

*^No mi*;' »id the e<llet,i "shall 
prmt^ TTitfi, <x>py) keep, eoDoeal, aetl, 
haj or gire in churcrhesr streefes, or 
ivtber placcBf aaj bcok fir wiiting 
mads b^ ^Martin Ltilher, John Ecr> 
lampadiuB^ tTMch ZwingliuB, Mortm 
Bucer, John OklTin, or i^er hereticfl 
reprobated bj ih& HctI j Churoh ; , . , 
&of breHkk, nor otherwise injure the 
mi^igee of the holy i^gin^ or cauoaiBed 
sainta; « ■, , , &or in his bonu«e bold 
eotiTenticIaSj or illegal gatherings., or 
b« preieat at any such in which ^le 
wSiarents of the above-xneif^aiied 
hereticff teaeh, baptkej isnd fofin co&- 
ipiradoi ^g^iist tho Hdy Chtut^ih 
and the g«iMral welfare. .... More- 
o^er^ we lorbid," oontlntiea Iba edict, 
in minut of tbe ao^ereigu^ '^&ll lay 
peraonja t^ cvnrtrft at dupicte cmnxmijifi 
the Holy Scriptto-ett, openly or secretly, 
espedfdJy on any doubtful <ir difficult 
nuitti^or l0 TCadf teach, or ea;pimnd the 
^mpfUTTHj unless they h^Ye duly studied 
theology and been ^ppro^ed by some 
renowned uniTcraity; , ... or to 
preach Heeretly> or opeoly, or to ^ttr- 
ttim any of tki fipini(m4 of the above- 
nientioned heretical .... on pain, 
B^hould any one be found to have con- 
travelled any of the pointfi &bove-tnea- 
tloned, m pertturbatoia of our atate 
and of the geiierBl quiet, to be 
punished in the foUowtng manner/' 
And how were tbey to be pijumbedl 
What Wiis the penalty intlicicd ux*^ii 
the man or woman who owQed a 
hymn-book, or who hazarded the opi- 
nion in private, that Luther was Dot 
quite wrong in doubting the power of 
a monk to sell for money the Hceace 
tf> commit murder or Incest ; or upon 
the parent, not being a Busman C?iitho- 
lic doctor of divinity, who should read 
Chrat'e Senrjon on the Mount to his 
children in hie own parlour or shop ? 
How were crimes like these to be 
visited upon the tran^^tieesor? Was 
it by reprimand, fine, imprisonment. 



making 
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banl^nn^iit, or by branding on the 
forehead, by the cropping i^f the eaia 
or the ilitling of nc«trils, as waa p*^ac<- 
tised upon the Puritan fathers of N^ew 
England for (kfir nonoonf ormity f It 
wa« by a daarpkr chaal^aBnient than 
any of theee methods. The Puritan 
£wfchen of the Dutch Bepubllc had to 
stniggle i^lnst « darker doom. The 
edict went oa to preride^ 

'*That such pertnrbators of the 
genei^ quiet are to be eEecuted, to 
wit I the men with the sword an dtfaa 
women to be buried alive, if theyi^ 
persist in their eiroia ; if they do | 
in them^ then thej are to h^ exe! 
with ftre ; all their property in liijth 
cades being conSscated to the crown^** 

Thus, the «lem6o^ of the aovereign 
permitted the reptn^tini heretic to be 
beh^ded or btin«d alive, inttei^ <Kf 
being bunied. 

The ecHct further provided ugaliut 
all misprision ol btreey by 
those who failed to betray 
pected liable to the same pu 
as if suspected or convicted i 
selves : *' we forbid," said tbe dft 
^'all persons to lo^ge, entertain, fti 
nieh with food, fire^ or clothing, i 
otherwi^ to favour any one liolden c 
notoriously suspected of being 4 
tic; . . . and any one failing ' 
nounce any such, we ordain dl 
liable to the abovW'mentioiied pnnBS- 
menta," 

The edict went on to provide, " that 
if any peraon, being not c<mvieled of 
heresy or error, but greatly suspected 
thereof, and ther^&fr fimd^mned by thd 
Jipidhial judge to abjure encb heredy, 
or by the aecular magMrate to make 
publie fine and reparation! ^ball again 
become aus|jected or tainted wi||~ 
hereay^ — aUk&Uffk U »h<mid not i 
thatJpe kan &fntraijen&i or violati 
owe of ffttr ahffce^aeHtiimed romn 
nevertheless, we do will and 
thai such persciu shall be con 
ae relapsed, and, as aucb, be p 
imtk Iditgt of life and property, i 
anif ktjpe of moderation or miti_ 
of the iibovB mentioned penaltiei 

Furtbemiore, it wae decreed, that 




i< The text qf the edict i£ git«n by Bor, i., T-I2p 
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the apirittiaJ jut3gc9» deairiflg to pro-, 
Wed ag&2Xist any <mm for ibe emeu uf 
Itsro^p eJiall rieciuefit anj of our bovq- 
ooiijtH or pruvincijil couiKiLLt to 
:>pi>int &Dy one of their college, or 
uli other sudjuDct as the comicil ahojl 
select, to pre&ide over the proeeediogs 
to be iDstitiited against the jsuapected. 
AJl who fcuQw of imj person tinted 
with heresy are requlriefl to demotmoe 
aad give thtam up to all jtidgeaj officers 
of the bisbope^i or others having autho- 
rity on the premiflefi, on pain of being 
liiahed occorditig to the pli^ii?uro ol 
B judge. Likewise, aM shall be 
iMigedf who know of miy place where 
tudii heretics keep thenifielYeiaj, to de- 
them to the ftuthoritiei, on pam 
being held ai accomplioefl, and 
ihed Aa stick heretics '^lemielvea 
voidd be if {Apprehended." 

Id order to aemire the greatest num- 
btr of arrefstti by a direcit appeal to the 
nio«t ignoblo^ but Doi the least power- 
' principlo of human nature^ it was 
ed *' that the iu/itrtFter, in case of 
nvictioD, fihould be entitiied to one- 
WU the property of the accused, if 
not mora than one htindred ponnds 
'iTlcrmish ; U tmire, then ten per cent. 
' all inch excess.** 

Treachery to one*B friends wa» en- 

•CotiTftged by the provision^ " ^aat if any 

fum being preaent at any aecret con- 

entick, ahall aften^TirdB come for- 

ani and betmy hisfeJIow-menibera of 

mgregatiuQi he shall i-ecoive full 

ordor that neither the good 

ople of the Netherlands, cor the 

! and inquisitors fuboidd delude 

elTea -ftith the notion that these 

J decrees were only intended to 

liir, not for pruotical execu- 

^vereign continued to ordain 

^^ Iac^ end that the judg^ and 

~ » may hiive no reason^ under pre- 

hat the ponaltles are too great 

I h^Avy, mid only devised to terrify 

|uents, to punfflh them less se- 

than they deserve— that the 

a be really punished by the 

tiea aliove dedared; forbid^Mng 
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iKp48t,addii?«(rBo*.(odvilL Brandt. 
^n0 dtr B€rc}rmp.tie in en [nnttent de 
Whmdion (A mat,} IW), L lea, b, iii< 



all jiidf^es to alter or moderate the 
penalties in any mmisiQv^fffrhiddhig 
an if one J of whats^jever condition, to 
ajih af m or of any one having ;iutln> 
rity^ t{^ ffrant pardtm, or to present any 
petition in fi^Tour of such hereticsj 
exiles^ or f ugitivea^ on penalty of bt^ing 
declared for ever incapable of civil and 
milltAry office^ and of bemg arbitmrily 
punii^hed beeideia.'' 

Such were the loading proviaiona o£ 
this famous edict^, originally promul* 
gated in 1550 aa a recapitulation and 
condensation of all the previous ordi- 
uancea of the Emperor upon religioua 
subjects. By ita style and title it waa 
a perpetual ediot^ and^ according to oue 
ol its clauaes^ wae to be published for 
ever once in every sm months, in 
every city and village of the JTefJier- 
lands. It had been pnjmuJgated at 
Augsburg, wht^rtj the £mjieror was 
holding a diet^ upon the 2511^ of Sep 
tember. Ita severity h&d so appalled 
the Dowager Queen of HungaTy_^ that 
sjhe had made a joomey to Augsburg 
expressly to procijre a mitigation of 
some of its proviBione.^ The principal 
alteration which she wa« able to obtain 
of the Emperor wtm, however, in the 
phraaeology only. As a concession to 
popular prejudice, the worda ** spiritual 
judges'* were inbatitnted for " inq^ufsi- 
tora" -wherever that expression had 
occurred m the original draft^ 

The edict had been ^e^^n acted by 
the express advice of the Bishop of 
Arras, immediately on the accession of 
Philip, The prelate knew tbo value 
of the Emperor s name ; he may have 
thought^ alito, that it would be diffi* 
cult to increase the Bharpues^ of the 
ordinanoea. " I advised the King/* 
saye Granvelle, in a letter written a 
few years later, "to make no change 
in the placards, but to proclaim tha 
test drawn up by the Enaperor, re- 
publiahrog the whole ae the King*» 
edict, with express insertion of the 
phrase, * Carolus/ &c. I recommend- 
ed this lest men should Cfdi^JDmate Mb 
Majesty as wishing to introduce novel- 
ties in tho matter of religion/*^ 

i Bnmdt, Bttrormatiti, ubi fitip. Bor, 1 
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TIii» ©diet, c^mtaming the pron«iot» 
If ych have be^i ]aid befcire tbe reader, 
wafl itow to be eofonxd with the ui- 
3iKiei rigour ; evesy o£fidAl peraonagei 
from the etsdholden dowiif baviDg re- 
oeired the moet etringent mstructtonfl 
tji that dfect, under Philip'u own hand. 
This wm the firBi ^ift uf Philip and of 
GraoFeUe to the NetherltmilB ; of the 
mi>ii2J'ch who said of himaelf Hiat he 
had olwayB^ ^* from the h^gimilDig of 
hii gov^emmcent, followed the p«»th of 
^^iemeacjf a<JCOidii]g to his natural d\a^ 
pOBiiion, BO ^rell koown ta all the 
world ; " ^ of the prekte who aaid of 
MxQMtMt ''that he h^ui ever combated 
tlic opinioii ih^t auythtag^ oould be 
acCKJEDpliBhed bj terror, death, uM 
yioleoc^**' 

During the period of the French and 
Ptikji&l war, it hoa been B&^n that the 
£Xt»cittii>a of the^ edicts had b^n per- 
mitUd to Ehxiken. It waa now r&* 
lumiMi with redouUed fury. More- 
uv^T, A new medaore liad iQcr^sed the 
dkaiTeutiou &.nd diattmy of ^e people^ 
already aufBciently Med with Appre- 
hflQflion. Aa &n additional tHi^eurity f or 
the Bupremacy of the ancient religion, 
it kwJ been thought desirable that, the 
nnmber of bu}hop« should be in creiieefL 
There were but four »ee« in the 
l^etherhmdfi, — ^thojie of Arras, Cttm- 
bray, Touraaj, and Utrecht. That of 
Utr&cht waa within the orvhiepi^copate 
of Cologne ; the other three were with- 
in that of liheinia*'* It seemed proper 
that the prelates of the Nctherlanda 
Bhouldowe DO extra-provincial alli- 
ance. It was likewiae thought that 
thre© iiuliiona of aouk required more 
than four flpiritual superintendeDta. 
At any rate, whatever might be the 
intereat of the floi^ka, it was certain 
that those broad and fertile paatiu^n 
would sustaiu more than the prSBeat 
number of sbepherdfl. The w^th of 
the religiovig houaea in the provincea 
waa vety great. The abbey of Afiiig- 
hem alone had a revenue of fifty thou- 
aand florine, and there were miuay 
oth^^ra Bcarcely inferior in wealtk^ 
But these inetitutiona were oompara- 

* Groon T. Priiut, Archlvos. otc,, ix. iO, 

* ArohlTM, otc, i. 187*. 
» WngeuacfT, vl. 02, 03. 



The Eke of t^ie Dutch EepuUk. [1559» j 

tivel J independent both of King and 
Fop& Kl^mg their own 
from time to time, in nowiV 
of any ebaoge by which t 
might be dietorbed and their riuhed 
endangered, the Eoneet fri^j^ were not 
likely to engage in any very vigoroua 
crusade against heresy^ nor for the 
sake of introdueing or stren,f^thening 
Bpaniah iostitutions, which tbey koew 
to be abominated by the people^ to 
take Uie risk of drtving all their i" 
eiplea into revolt and apoeta^^j. Coni| 
forting themaelTOJ^ with an 
philoeophy, which they thought I 
fluited to the timets^ they were as litt^ - 
likely a£ the Sage of Rotterdam him- 
aelf would have be^i, ti:> make martyrs 
of themsalvea for the sake of extirpate 
ing Calvinifim, The abbots and monka 
were, in politiraJ matters^ very much 
under the iufiuence of the gi'efiit noblei^ 
in wboae company they ooeupied the 
benches of the upper houaa of tba 
Btat^-generaL 

Dr Francis Bonniuj» had bren eentc 
a miaaion to the Pope, for the pu 
of representing the necessity of 
creaee in the Epijacopal force *>f the 
Nfltherlandav Juet as the King was 
baking hie departure, the commi&ioner 
arrived, bringing with him the BuU i " 
Paul the Fourth, dated May 18, 1S5 
Tlua was afterwards confirmed by t" 
of Pius the Fourth, in January of 
f oEowing year, * The document statedl 
that " Paul the Fourth, dave of ekve^ ' 
wishing to [irovide for tlie welfare of 
the provinces and the eternal salvation 
of their inhabitants, had determined to 
plant in that fruitful field several new 
bisboprice* The enemy of mauktnd 
being abroad," said the Bidl» '*in so 
many forms at that particular titna 
and the Netherlands, then under T 
SWS.J of that beloved sou of hia hoU 
n^s, Philip the Catholic, being com- 
passed about with heretio and schia^ 
matic nationa, it was believed that 1 ~ 
eternal wel^ire of the land was 
great danger. At the perif^xi of th 
odgina] eatabllBhinent of (Jathed 
ehurohes, the provineea had 



* Bor, 1. 23. 

* lbf(L. I, 24* eqq. 

* See die document lu Bcrtv U M^$KL 



ipftTsely |>6opled; they hod now be- 
ue tilled Ui t^yerStowrngt no that the 
aal eci^kali^ie^ ammg^ment did 
i suffice. T/it hatred tms plenttfui, 
mi ihe fiihfmren icere few." 
Iti conBideration of thflee and oth^ 
Born^s ibrae orclibishopncB were ac- 
lijerly apfiriinted* That of Mechlin 
iljalj, under wbieh were 
. ijjioprii^a, thofH3, name- 
,,y, Woh le DuCt liurmoiid, 
Bbent, Bruges, and Yprea. That of 
"aoibray was is«coiid, with the four 
lvbi>niiriftte ddoceatisof Tourimy, Antis, 
at (JuneTj, and Namiix. Tho third 
boprio WHS that of Utrecht^ with 
I of HaArlem, Middelburg^ 
%\eu, Gponingen, and Deven- 

Ths nomiuation to these impori^nt 
'tf^fjm WRS granted to the King* sub- 
to coii&rmaUoD by the Pope. 
ttir««3ver, it wa« ordained bj the Bidl 
liLnt " e^tcb hi&h&p should appoint nine 
mtdfUHmaU prthmiduneA, who wei* ta 
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iL^iat him in the matter of the lv<}md- 
tkm Lbrtjiighoat hia bishopHc, tw> uf 
He/torn irtTf: iiitftuitltex tti t/e ingui»itoris^* 

T«> flustiiin th«»e two great BHaaaartiaj 
through which Philip hoped once and 
for ever to extingiiiih the Ntitherland 
heresy^ it wob cooaidered desirable th&t 
the Spaniah ti»opa fitHl remainiDg in 
the provintiija ehoidd b«i kept there in- 
defimtelj,^ 

The force wae not large, amoutiting 
hmxOy to four thtjuaand men, but they 
were unscrupulouH, and admirably die- 
cipllned* As the entering wedge, by 
which a military and eccleeijistical 
despotiflm was oventnally to be forced 
into the very heart of the land* they 
were invaluable. The moral eltect to 
be hoped from the regular presence »>f 
a Bpaniuh Btandingarmy during a time 
of peace in the Netberlandu con Id 
hardly be exaggeruted. Philip was 
therefore determined to employ every 
argument and anbterf^ge to detain the 
troojiis. 
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I^Bi jeana 1560 ond 1561 were mainly 
■t^^s-j ^i^ ^g agitation and dk- 
duced by the canaea eet forth 
i preceding eba pter^^ 



Againat the arbitrary policy embo- 
died in the edicts, the new biahoprita 
and the foreign soldiery, the Kether- 
londera appealed to their ancient con- 
9 I'onma Ftiiyeu Mel 
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et|1rtitiDii£. These ^^barters were called 
"iiamciveats"' in the vemaculw Dutch 
and FlemiHlii because thf BOTereigTi 
Tnade them fast with hia band. As 
alread^r stated^ PMlip had ttmda them 
fnster than any ^f the priucos of his 
houne h^d ever donOj no far as ciath tund 
signature could accoiii|)liBh that pur- 
poEBj both aa hereditary prince in 1549 j 
aud as moiiarch in 1555, The reaaona 
for the extenaive and unconditional 
manner m which he swore to Hupport 
the proYinoial charters, have been 
alr&ady indicated. 

Of th^e constitutionar that of Bra- 
bant, known bf the title of the joi/eium 
€fit-N:e htifdt ink&nx^ty or bl ji^hs entrance^ 
fumiahod the tuoat decisiFe barrief 
aga.inflt the present wholesale l^anny. 
First and foremoatj, th«* " joyoiis entrjf " 
provided, "that the prince of the land 
should not elevate the clerieal state 
higher tlmn of eld baa l^een citBtoniiu-y 
and by former princes settled; iinlesa 
by constant of the other two estates, 
tne nobility and the cities/* ^ 

Again J "the prince can proseente 
no one of his subjectfl^ nor any foreign 
resident^ civilly or criminally, exce^ji 
in the onlinary and open conrts of 
justiee in the province, where the 
aCoi^ed may answer and defend him- 
self with the help ot advocates,'*^ 

Further ; " the prinoe shall appoint 
no foreignera to office in Brabant. ^ 

Lastly ; " ahould the prince, by force 
or otherwiiae, violate any of these 
pnvQeges, the inhabitants of Brabant, 
after regular protest entered, are dis- 
charged of their oatha of allegiaiio©j 
and, aa free, iadependent, and unbound 
people, m^Y eonduct themaalvea ex- 
actly m seema to them beat."* 

Saeh were the leading featured, so 
far aa they regarded the points now at 
issue, of that famous constitution 
which was so highly esteemed in the 
Netherlands, that motheri came to 
the province in order ta give birth to 
their children, who might thus enjoy, 
as a birthright, the privileges of Bra- 



bant. Yet the charters of the othor 
provinces ought to have been as fllF#o- 
tive against ^e arbitrary course ol tha 
government.* "No foreigner," aald 
the confitituticm of Holland, ^'is eli^ 
gible as councillor, inaneier, magis- 
trate, or member of a court. Jua^oe 
ism bo administered only by the ordi- 
nary tribunals and magistrates. Th 
ancient laws and customs shall rema 
Inviolable. Should the prince infrin 
any of these provisiona, no one 
boimd to obey him,"'' 

These provisions, from the Brabant 
and Holl&nd charters^ arc unly oited j 
iDustrative of the general spirit ( 
provincial Donstitutions. Nearly i 
provinces poeaeaaed privileges < 
ample, duly signed and s^^led. 
as Ink and »siikUng-wax could def€cid i 
land agibinst Hword and fire, the Nether> 
la^ds were impregnable against the 
edicts and the renewed Episcopal In- 
quisition. Unfortunately, all history 
shews how feeble are barriers of pap 
or lambskin, even when hallowed witl 
a monarch's oath, against t!i© torrent € 
regal and eccleaiaatical absolutism. 
It was on the reception in the provinces 
of the new and confirmatory BuD con- 
cerning the biahopricB, issued in Jan* 
nary 1560, that the measure became 
known, imd. the diss&tkfaction miizi^ 
fest. The discontent wae inevitable 
and uuivetT^L The ecclesiastical ed^Sr 
bikhment, which was not to he en- 
larged or elevated but by consent of 
the estates^ was suddenly expanded 
into three archiepiscopates and fifteen 
bishopries. 

The administration of jiiistice, which 
was only allowed in free and lo<al 
cmirtfi;, distinct for each province^ was 
to be plaoud, so far aa regained ' ~ 
most important of human interestfr, ij 
the hands of bishops and their i 
tures, many of them foreigners, atid 
most of them monks* Tli& Uvea siid_ 
property of the wholtJ population #©] 
to be at the mercy of these utterly ip_ 
responsible eonolavea, All oliiases were" 



V, Brabant, by PhUlppua, CoiiJnk v. Hlepa- 
nkii Aolannliuk B^ficbworon. (Jedrdckt tot 
Cucloc^ 1564.^— Oempuii} I3or, I. le ; MaUn^n, 
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* IWil— Coinparo ApDlo^a d'Orai^Dfl^ ^ 
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■ Bor, ubi Slip, Mttlerfln. 28, ^. 
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ipuinvgecL The noHeB w«re offenrlecl 
fiii eccleebatica, peirfaAps foreign 
iiAsticflj were to b© empowered to 
L tbe provincial eelatea And to eoa> 
trol ih«lr proceedkipi inplaeo of emy, 
indolentj iguarant abbots and frmra, 
who bi^ gt^namUj accepted the lit* 
Aujeace of tito great seigm^irs.^ Tbe 
were enitk^ed becauae tb© re- 
_ i houaee were tbu» taken out of 
r etmtrol and oonteoated to a beuoh 
Ti*i bic>lio|.Js@, usurping the places of those 
i^l-ieriorti who bad formerly been 
leleated b j and among thecnselves. The 
ipeopk were alarmed be<mui^e the mo- 
inncft^rie^, iUthoitgh not retipeoted not 
[p«pida.r^ were at least chiu-i table ^ and 
I without ainbltic»n to exeroiEe eccletiiog- 
tia^il cniolty ■ whiltj, on tba other handj 
b^ the now KpiaGcr]:ial ammgementja, a 
ft-iroe of tliirty new inquiMitura waH 
added to the apptamtus for enforcing 
orthodoxy already eetablighed. The 
odium of the measure waa placed upon 

(the head of that ohurcliman, rdrmdy 
appoiijtjed Arelibiflhop of Mechlin, and 
icon iiy be known aa Cardiual Gran^ 
ToUe. From this timo forth, thie pre- 
Tftto be^u to be regarded with a dfiily 
iuLTeaaing^ aversion* Ue was looked 
lipoQ as the iucramfttion of all the udi- 
oua measur€;fl which had been devised j 
iB the source of that pohcy of ahao- 
1^ lutifim which rev Baled itself more a^d 
j^K- more rapidly after the King's depar- 
^V tare from, the couDtry^ It was fortluB 
^^ reason that ho much atrcsa was laid 
by popular clamour upon the clause 
prohibitlngfo reign ers&Tjmofhce. Gi-an- 
I f elle waa a Eurgundian ; hig father bad 
^L p&^aed most of bia active life i^i Spain, 
^Bvhie both he and his more dietin- 
^Hguuhed son were identified in the 
^V general mind with Spanish pobtic^. 
^HTo tbia prelate, then, were asoiibed 
^* the edicta^ the new biiiboprioi, and 
^ the coatiiiued presence of the foreign 
troops. The people were right aa re- 



garded the firet aocuBation, They were 
miBt:ikett aa to the other charges. 

The King had not coiiBulted An- 
thony Perrenot with regard to the 
creation of the new biflbopriei. The 
measure whieh had been RueceaAivelT 
contemplated by Philip "the Good,* 
by Cbarlee the Btjld, and by the Em- 
peror CharleSi bad now been carrid out 
by Philip the Beoond, without the 
knowledge of the new Arahbkhrip o£ 
Mechlin. Tbe King bad for onee been 
able to deceira tbe aatutetie^ of thd 
prekte, aiM had enncsded from him 
the intended arrangement, until tha. 
arrival of Sourdufl with the Bulls, 
Granvelle gave tbo reasons for thig 
mystary with much simplicity* " Hie 
Mftjciity knew,'* he said, " that I should 
uppose it, aa it was more honourably 
and lucrative to be one of four tbau one 
of eighteen/*^ In fact, according to 
his own statement, he lost money by 
becoming Archbishop of Meckliu, and 
ceasing to be Bishop of Arra*.'* For 
these reasons he declined, more than 
once„ the proffered dignity, and at lost 
only accepted it from fear of giving 
offence to the King, and after haTing 
secured etjmpeusation for Ilia alleged 
lijssea. In the same letter (of29thMay 
1560) in which he thanked Philip for 
conf eniug npon him the rich abbey of 
Saint Armand, which he bad sohcit#d, 
in addition to the " merced" in ready 
money^ concerning the 3afe investment 
> of whiobhe had already sent directions, 
he observed that he waa now willing 
to accept the archbishopric of Mechlin ; 
notwithstanding the odium attajched 
to the measJAre, notwitUatanding his 
feeble ixiwers, and notwitbatauding 
that, during the life of l^e Blahop of 
Toumay, who was then in^ rmU healtht 
be eomd only receive three thousand 
ducata of the revenue, giving up Arras 
and ^tdning nothing in Mechlin i not- 
wlthatanding aH this, and a theoeand 



< PapicTs d'Etitt, v. 809, 

t Hoofd, l. SO, 30. Bor, 1 1&. Mcteren, i. 

• **«»* Et rou a. Toulu persiuuileT nncuna 

1,11- \f^ /ii^*e autfiur do (issto ucuvollit^ 

iettre aii M. mo dit qim Fan njo 
id tci'rt, t^fliUfosajHit ijue en costB 

-,-^.- .1 . Ji elJe a'estoit &u:M do tnoy 



qua noiiA osticKQn lona et mqy le oqiitredi* 
flioiitL (totuma il catott vra;j^B^inibiftble, pour 
que il est pluji IiotiDrable ests^ uii d& quutra 
quoi^^ de dix-sept,"— Momoir of OumveUg 
in Oroen v. PrmaL Archives, etc., i. Tft, 
See also Ancbivea^ e^.^ vUL 54. 

* "" — Et qtiaat au jjrmifflt jo foroy ap- 
paroir qu'an revonu que je y ay t^eu parte 
notable.''-- IbltL 



HO TIi£ 2lUe of iU 

cdkflr thu)g« beaideHf be Aarored bn 
Ii*}ail7 th*t ''vhioe the rojvil dedre 
WW $o Mtmng^ that be tbould accept, he 
wmiM cmt^der jsothiiig so ^tifficnli tbat 
htt wouM not fit least attempt rt"^ 
HATiQg made xtp hu toiod to take the 
Md and AtijTpKTrt the new airangementB, 
be waa Tcaofred that bia proiit« abould 
be nif XojF^a OB ]^>ofS0)b]e, We haiTC seen 
how be had alrejid7 been enabled 
t,. ,n.i..w.r,:fy himttlL Wc aholl find 
\< ':ffrward« importuning the 

^^ ►J AMiej of Afflighem, the 

etiuruioue riFvetlue of wliiAi the pre- 
, hiie tbooght woidd make another band- 
■ome add&tioti to the rcw^rdju of hia 
MCrificfli* At the flame tin^e^ he was 
fOOat il&ldmiH that the people, and por- 
tkttUrly the j^eat no^jlee^ should not 
aAiribe the new eata^jJlahmetit to him, 
M tb^ pendnted in doing. " They 
Mj thut the epiocofin^teB were derieed 
to grnttfy my amLition/^ he wrote to 
Philip two years later ; '^ whereju your 
Majtiflty knows haw steadily I refused 
the nee of Mechlin^ and th^t I otily 
ao(;epted it \n ortler not live in idle- 
neae, doing nothing for God and your 
JIajUBty/'* He therefore instructed 
Philip, on fleveml occaeionB, to rnake it 
known to the gorvernmeDt of the Re- 
gentj to the BeignioTB, and to the coun- 
try general! jj that the measure had been 
sjTSDged without hi^ knowledge ; that 
the MarquiB Beii^hen had known of it 
first J and that the prelate bjid^ in truth, 
been kept in the dark on the mibje<it 
until the arrival of 3<nuiiu)a with the 
Bdla. The King, always docile to hia 
minitst-GT, accordingly wrote to the Du- 
chesa the stjitcmcntB required, in al- 
most the exact phraseology AuggBsted ; 
tokinj^ pains to repeat the declarations 
on Beveral occaaioriB, both by letter and 
byword of mouthy to many Influeutial 
persoDB.^ 

The people, however* pereieted in 
identifying the Kifthop with the 
Bchenie, They aaw that he ^w& the 
head of the new iiiBtitutionflj tliat he 
Wjw to receive the licn'a flhore of the 




oonfi»e*ted ahbej^ led fbfit be 

fiiremofft in dileodiB|f ind canjimig 
through the roettiuei, m ^mIo Jl il 
o^ipc^eitiou. Tl3«t flppoaiticio iKoed 
daily more bitter, tiU tbe CsidinaL 
notwith«tandiiig Uurt ba AtmXtsimi 
the airangement to the King at ^A 
h<^lj work,"* and utmify MMfvd 
SeOTotarv Peres tbat he woaU coo- 
tribute bla fortune, hi* lioiiA, and hit 
: life to its raeooBi* ma yel 

exclaim in tbe bitternesB of bis 
' " Would to God tbat the 

th^e new seea hod never been thi 
I of I Amen J Ain&il"^ 
I Foremeot in redjetance 

Prince of OrvngBL Although a 
I thoHCf be bad no relisih for the 
I rible petsecuticfn which bad been 
I determined ujxm^ The new biBbopriei 
he characterised afterward« ai paita 
' " of one gr^nd ecbeme for etsiftblkb* 
I ing the cruel InquiAjtion of Bp&bij 
; the said bisbope to **erve Ois intitjlsa-j 
I tore^ buraere of V*cliefl, and tyrantt* 
I of eonfleienoe : two prebendarlei ifc 
' each see being actually consfcltatiia^ 
' inqui»itora." ^ For this reneon he 
omitted no TemonHtnmce on the eub 
ject to the Ducbeaa, to Granvelle, slid 
by direct letters to the King. Hia 
effort* were wcoTidtid by Kgmijnt, 
Berghen, and other influetittiil noblei 
Even BerUynaont waa at fir^^t dis- 
posed to side ^vith the opposition, ' 
upon the argument need by 
Ducheae^ tliat the bishopric* 
prebends wouhl furnish eieellent 
• places for his Honfl and otheir laemr 
j hers of the ariHtr^craeyt he begsa 
wEirmly to support the measurejj^ 
Most of the lal>yur, howerer, arid 
the odium of the buainew f^ll it] 
the Biohop'a shoiddersH T' 
itiU a loi'ge fund of hiyoltj i 
jxunilar mind, wbicls, '* ■* 
yeara *if the Emjicroi 
coMtimed, and whicli i 
lined to dmw upon ae int^digully tm 
the treasure hod been ine^iauiFtiLlir 
For tbeae reaBons it still sttemed 
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1 PAplera d'Etat, tI D8, Uri, 

• CiirrespcPTuhmofi de Philfnp.j 11. J- 207. 

• ♦Taa saa<^ obra."— Paptera d'Etot. 
vt. 9< 

• OwTWpondaneo de PhUippo II., I 1^, 



* PapioTs d'Etalt vi, MU " PliigilmJ 

I Diofl que JamAii h huvioni t^aaadu &a 4i«ia. 
eroctiou dbstu ygledj^ Amenl Amml'*^ 

T Apok}((1e, 0!. 09. 

• Pftplew d*Ettti, vl 831. 
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econoua to Itmd all the Untred upon 
TPmiBter's backt mid Ui teUda the 
ftiaolatory funmik tLat Philip WM 

The BIsliop» true to hi& liabitual 
iiivictii>D„ ibal words, with tlie 
pie, ni?e much more iinpDrttiiit 
<D thiugB, Wiie dl^puii^ to have tha 
o/tl " mqaiBititr " takfiii out of tbtj 
of the tiew decree. He was 
&t this jiineture to make 
pleafiatit, and he saw do re^suu 
LV meu should be uuuecesBaiUy 
' il«d II thfi Inqtiiflitioti eouid b» 
.^tsctlf and the Aerr/i^rd Ai^meclj he 
io fiLVour of its bem^ done com- 
fortably. The word *' inquiaitor '* was 
ip^ipiLlar, almts^ iiid«^ceiit. It Wiu 
lUer t<> f}Upj»rejm tJie term, and retain 
thin^j. " People are uirai^ to 
ipeak of the new bishopricH,*^ he 
miUi to Fdre?., "on account of the 
use providing tliafc of nine casiona 
D^ sbidl t* inqmsittjt. Hence peoi>le 
the Spanieh In^ukitioii*"^ He, 
h*fre^ofe^ had Tiiitton to tha King to 
lii^tead, that the canoim or 
^kijTild b*i obliged to asaiut 
up, according ajij ha might 
Those terms would suffice^ 
e, although not exptesslj fftatedi 
ivrss clear thiat the Biahop WjUi im 
Itiirur^ intptmt4}r J but it was neccyf- 
on/ tQ Au'piiiii/e words that gare 

It was difticult* howeTer, with all 

lilie Bi^op a eloquence and dexterity, 

lit ooriBtruct aii agreeable Inquisition, 

|T1j£ people did not like it m any 

IvluLpe, «fid^ there were mtiicatlonfl, nut 

I ta W mistaken, tkit one day there 

irotild be tn stoi-m which it would be 

b«g^iid htiroan power Ut assuage. At 

pttiCSit ihe peupte direoted its indigo 

tMtiou ifiiHy n]Kiii a pckrt of th^ ma- 

dliki^'. I for ii^ir oppreaeion. 

The roops were considered 

a 1-jitioii yf the flpparafcua by 

uLldi the n«w bijsh*ipricd and the 

^ ir«re to be force^l into execu- 

Siejjt MoreoTer, men ^ere weary of 

xi do Philippe n..L BOO. 

- trerbol of Uiin Session la 
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the insolence and the plllnge which 
these mercenarit^ii hati tso long (exer- 
cised In the land. Wlieti the King 
had been tirst n^iu^sted U> withdraw 
them^ we have seen that ho hiKl burst 
inU} a violent pasaiou. He had after* 
ward dlBBtimbled. PronuBiDg, at last, 
that they ahoidd all be seut hojn the 
country within three or four ranntbB 
after Ms departure^ he had deterojined 
to use every artifice to detail them in 
the provinoes. He had auoeeeded, bj 
Tarlotia Efubterfugea, in keeping them 
there foiirteen montha ; but it wua at 
Iti^t evident that their preeonce would 
no longer be tolerated. Toward^ the 
cloao of 1560 they wore qimrt«rod in 
Walcheron and Bril], The Zelandera, 
however, ha.d become ao exaspe<rated 
by their presence that they resolutely 
Infused tu lay a single band upon tne 
dykes, which, aa iif^uaj at that aeaaon, 
required great rejMiira.* Bather than 
see their native siiil profa^ied any 
longer by these hated foreign mer- 
censmpB] thej would me it irunk far 
e¥er in the ocean. They tfworti In 
peHah — ^men, women, and children to- 
gether — in the waves, rather than 
endure longer the outrages which tho 
soldiery daily intiitited. Such was the 
temper of the Zelandera that it waa 
not thought wise to trifle with their 
irritation. The Bishop felt that it waa 
no longer practicable to detoin the 
troops, and that aU the pretext de- 
vised by Philip ajid hia Government 
had become ineffectual In a ee^ion 
of the State Council, held on the 
25th October IStjO,* he represented 
in the atrongeat terma to the Regent 
the atceaatty for the final departure 
of the triio|3eL Yiglius, who knew the 
character of hia counti^men, strenu- 
ously seconded the pi'oposal. Orange 
briefly but firjjily expresued the same 
opiuion, declining aity longer to serre 
m commander of the legion, an oifica 
which, in conjimction with Egtnont, 
be had a<}cepted provi^lon^dly, with 
the be»t of raotives^ an*l on the pledge 
of Philip that the soldiera should be 

I " puoi aunquo no ae diga, ehtra es qaa 
qI Qbifipo ijsioi^uiildor ordiriiuio, mnQ que m 
meuoater quitHr hu pulibn^ (iiic ofouduii.^ 
— CorreepcindMico dfi PbiUppe ll.j L Z«0, 
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whbdfaviL TheDucfaeas rn^ed Usat 
the '/rd«r Afmld ax leaet be del eR«d 
tuttfl the aniral of Count Egmont, 
tlien in Spun, bot the propoaiiion was 
unanimouslr negatired.^ 

Letten were acxMrdin^T written, in 
the name of the Regent, to the King. 
It was Btat&d that the meaeure ocmld 
no longer be delared, that the pro- 
vinces all agreed in this point, that so 
long ai the foreigners remained not a 
stiver should be paid into the tzea- 
sniy; that if thej had once set sail, 
the neoessaiy amount for their axrears 
would be furnished Ut the gorem- 
ment ; but that if they should return 
it was probable that they would be 
resisted by the inhabitants with main 
force, and that they would only be 
allowed to enter the cities through a 
breach in their walL' It was uiged, 
moreover, that three or four thousand 
Spaniards would not be sufficient to 
coerce all the provinces, and that 
there was not money enough in the 
Toyal exchequer to pay the wages of a 
single company of the troops.* " It 
cut« me to the heart," wrote the 
Bishop to Philip, '' to see the Spanish 
infantry leave us; but go they must. 
Would to God that we could devise 
any pretext, as your Majesty desires, 
imder which to keep them here ! We 
have tried all means humanly possible 
for retaining tiiem, but I see no way 
to do it without putting the provinces 
in manifest danger of sudden revolt.^ 

Fortunately for the dignity of the 
government, or for the repose of the 
country, a respectable motive was 
found for employing the legion else- 
where. The important loss which 



Ihudk BfpMic [1560. 

\ Spain had l e ticuUj met willi in the 
i c^ibire of Zerbr, made a veinforoe- 
ment neeesBUT m the aimy engaged 
in the Sonthon servieei Tims, the 
disaster in Barfaaiy at last relieved the 
Xethetiands of the pest wfaidi had 
afflicted than so long:* Fbr a brief 
breathing i|iaee the oomilry was cleared 
of foreign mextsenaries. 

Hie g r o w in g unpopolaiity of the 
royal goveniment, rtill typified, how- 
ever, in the increasing haired enter* 
tained for the Bidiop, was not mate- 
rially diminished by the departure of 
the * SpaniardsL The edicts and the 
Inshoprics were still there, even if the 
soldiers were gone. The ehurehmaa 
worked faithfuOy to accomplish his 
master's busineas. Philip, on his side, 
was industrious to bring about the 
consummation of his measures. Ever 
occupied with details, ihe monardi, 
from his palace in Spain, sent frequent- 
informations against the humblest in* 
dividuals in the Netherlands. It is 
curious to observe the minute reticu- 
lations of tyranny which he had begun 
already to spin about a whole people^ 
while cold, venomous, and patient he 
watched ^ victims from the centre 
of his web. He forwarded particular 
details to the Duchess and Cardinal 
concerning a variety of men and 
women, sending their names, ages, 
personal appearance, occupations, and 
residence, together with directions for 
their immediate immolation.* Even 
the inquisitors of Seville were set to 
work to increase, by means of their 
branches or agencies in the provinces, 
the royal information on this all- 
important subject " There are but 



1 8ee a proems verbal of this Sesaion in 
Gachard, Dr>cumcnt« Inedits, i. 330, 331. 

> Archives et Correfipondance, L 62. 

s Mctoren, i. 24. Bor, L 18-22. Strada, 
iii 87-^9: 

* " En ol alma siento vor partir la infan- 
torla Esnaflola/'— Papicrs d'Etat, vi. 25. 

"Confori con su Alt. sobre el negocio de 
la quudada aaui de los Eapafioles, y se ban 
Snieiidado todaa las vias humanamente ))08- 
sibilen, mas enfin no veo forma ny camino 
quo, sin poner ostos ostados en manifiesto 
iMligro do subita rcbuelta, se puede diferir 
la oxecucion de su yda, si el tiempo lo con- 
■iento •'— Qroon v. Prinst. Archives, etc , i. 61. 

• Motoren, L 24. Bor, i 18-22. Bti-ada, 
Hi. 87-«9. 



« Strada, iv. 142.—" — - Gubematxioem 
dooeret rationem haeretioos intercipiendi; 
eorum tanquam vesti^a et cufailia ^pse 
monstraret : etiam indtee (^wot habw n^iVit 
littertM tuetuKM) ea dUigentia con/ectoi, ite 
ci\ju8que conditione vieinia, aiaU^ tiatwruk 
ad unffvtm explicatU.** The Jesuit can 
hardly fiud wonls strong enough to exproM 
his admiration for the diligence thus dis- 

Elayod by the King ; *' ut miro profecto8tt»" 
e continues, "prindpem in tarn multaa 
distractum dlversuraque Regnorum corsi, 
huic rei quasi per oftum vacoMC : inqiiiren- 
disque hominUnu plffrumq. cbMurU^ «oQi- 
eitudine etiam in pr'wato eive adnUnrndt 
oogitationem manujnque flezisse.**— Cknn- 
pare Hoofd, i. 88. 



1500.] 

few oi us Ufk m tlie worldj" he mo- 

TaHaed in a letter to tho Bishop , who core 

for leligiiJiL 'Tie neceaaary, tberafora, 

liir us to take the greater heed for 

Chnslianitf. Wa muat lorn our oilj 

if need liif, in order to do ovir duty ; 

brm tine/' added hfit ^"^^th hJj usual 

antol<3gy, ** it m fight that a man 

liotdd do his duty." ^ 

GnuiToUe^-as he must tiow be colled, 

luB eleyatlon to the cordiiLilBhip 

Iwill be Immedla^tely aJJuded to— wrote 

^ to tamre the Kln^i that every painB 

would be takc^iL to ferret out and exe- 

euto thcc iadividuals oamplsined of.^ 

He bewailed^ howc^ver, the want of 

iiear^iie^ on the pait of the Nether- 

hsad inquisitorB and judgea. *' I find," 

lud he, ''that all judiei^ officers go 

zaio the matter of eicecuting the edicts 

with r«ltEctATioe, whish I beEeye k 

Cdufied by tlitnr faar of displeaning the 

popidace. When they do act they da 

it but languidly, Mid when tbcae 

mattars ^re not Ukkeu in h^tid with 

the neGessary livelinaaa, the fruit 

deau^ ii not g^ithered We do not 

to exhort and to eommapd them 

their work.^ He added that 

and Berlaymont displayed 

ble zealt hut tlmt he Gould not 

much for the Coimcil of 

Brihantv Tho4e councillors were "for 

r prating," smd he, '* ot the eonsti- 

'tutional rights of their province, and 

deserved much leaa commendation."* 

The populiirity of the churchman^ 

iucrea&ed by these desperate ez- 

^OQA to force an inbumau policy 

r-vpcM tui naforfcunate niitiotj, received 

tlikewiae no addition from his new 

on kt rank. During the latte^ 

of tilt year 150U, Margaret of 

who still entertained a pro- 

admimtion of the prelate, and 

Dt yet began to chafe under hia 

unHjih but impenoua dominion, had 

I busy in xjreparing for him a de- 

* Y qiJiiti pciij<)(!t ay ya. eu el muudo 

■ t'lQ toii^j^niaa 

ind y ai Aiere 

. _. ,L.. ......„„ L.jr. por ka:$Gr qu 

» qiid dovomee; pem an 13 n C4 bisn 
mtbm b4igB lo qne deTO,"— Papiera 

I P»|it0xa dTtat, vi SCS^lO. > Tbid. 
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lightful aurpriBfl. Without either hid 
knowledge or that of the Hingi dha 
had correjsiponded with the Pope, and 
succeeded m obtaining* aa a pemooal 
favour to herself, the Cardhmla hat 
for Anthony Perrenuit* In February 
1561, Cardinal Btjrromeo wrote tt> 
announce . that the ooveted dignity 
hj^ lieen bestowed^ The Duchoaa 
hai?ttined^ with joyoui alacrity, to 
tiunimunioata the iDtelUgence to the 
Biflhop, but waa extremely hurt to 
find that he steadily refused to assume 
hia new dignity* tmtil he hod written 
to the King to announise the appoint- 
ment, and to aak his peitniMion to 
atM^pt the honour,^ Tho Duchesa, 
justly wounded at his refusal to ac- 
cept from her hands the favour whix^ 
she, and she only, had obtained for 
him, endeavoured in vahi to orerconie 
hja pertinaoity. Sho repreaented that 
although Philip waa not aware of tho 
application or tho appointment^ he 
wtm oert^n to re^rd it as ati agree- 
able surprise^* She urged, moreover, 
that his temporary refusal would be 
miBconstrued at Rome, where it would 
certainly excite ridicule, and rmj poa- 
fiibly give offence in the highest quar- 
ter," The Bishop was ineiorable. He 
feared, snya hia panegyrist, that be 
might one day be on worse terms than 
at present with the Duebeea, and that 
tlien she might reproach him with her 
former benelits^*^ He feared also that 
the King might, in consequence of the 
step, not look with sntisf Fiction upou 
him at some future period, when he 
might stand in need of hia favours." 
He wrote, accordingly, a most chiai'ae- 
terietic letter to Philip, in which he 
infonned Mm that he had been ho- 
noured with the Cardinal's hut. He 
observed that many persona were al- 
ready congratulating him, hut that 
before he made any demonstration of 
accepting or refusing, he waited for 



* *'Coti AleKor a. mda psiwq bu Jojieuae 
■ StrAdx% ill. B2. Dom i'Eresqua Mfimotna!, 

* P[ipSci« d'Etttt, Ti. 306. gfl7. 

' 8tWidjs m. OS. I>om I'Eve^iue, i SfiS, 

* Btmda. Ddm rEvesique, nbi sup, 
» Dom TEveaque, L 25S. 

» Ibid. u Ibid 
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y*t^'**r: '/-.it /ar-ytir i-r\ik kit Birii- 

':.H L«i :.*" *r r::^r slut 

tr..-;v-t :v r- tie riVriir:."* The 
T'.vi- 'y.r.'.r.'jisr.'i tm of c/:rs^ at Tice 
tnr>f7r.:*.V3r:.t:.at th* ditxitv el'-iuld r* 

th*; Po'^ ';:fT^ria«^ tb«: sew CaLT-iinal 
frM.'i the 'i ;ty of goiii? to R-'ine in 

Uin. Theojihil';-; Yriio. !•> Bruboela, 
witlj the re^i h*4t ar^d taVr..ard,* 

Th*; jtThlAV; h&r'iTiz th'i3 reached the 
dij?Tiitv V, which he had lon^ a?T..ired, 
did not UTf,^ moTb humble in hla de- 
j/'/Ttr/jeTit. or l€rM zealous in the work 
through which he had already gained 
i¥} much wealth and preferment. His 
conduct with re^arrl tf> the edicts and 
hiiihoprics ha^l already brought him 
int^i relations which were far from 
amicable with his colleagues in the 
council. More and more he began to 
take the c^jntrol of affairs into his own 
hand. The consulta or secret com- 
mittee of the state council, constituted 
the real government of the country. 
Here the most important affairs were j 
decided ujKm without the concurrence 
of the other seigniors, Orange, Egmont, [ 
and Glayon, who, at the same time, j 
were held responsible for the action of , 
government. The Cardinal was smooth I 
in manner, plausible of speech, gene- 
rally even-tem|>ered, but he was over- 
bearing and blandly insolent. Accus- 
tomed to control royal x^^^rsonages, 
under the garb of extreme obsequious- 
ness, he began, in his intercourse with 
those of less exalted rank, to omit a 
portion of the subserviency while 
claiming a still more undisguised au- 
thority. To nobles like Egmont and 
Orange, who looked down uj)on the son 
of Nicolas Perrenot and Nicola Bon- 

> Pftpiers d'KUt, vi. 290, 207. 
• iMnu I'Kvowiuo, i, 200-264. Pttpiors 
d'iCtat^ yL 802, 803. 



[1561. 

-r^-.z H a poKB anuwimiUy b»- 
zieaith -ih-c3M£Twft in the aocial bier- 

irritinsr. Tbe CaniinaL placed u fv 
a'::«:Tfr Philir-. and cren MargaieCw in 
zrieTital >-wer u he w2e beneath them 
in wc-ridlT Ruion. foond it oompuir 
tiveJT «A£y to daal with them amicabiy. 
'V^itl »^:^ a TAii ai Egmont. it was 
inT».>»ibIe ice the chnr^man to main- 
tain friendly reIacoi& The County 
wLci. n-Mwi'ihstandii^ hk romantie 
^pt^ara&ce. Lifi brilliant ezploita, and 
his intei^eung destiny, war but a oom- 
znonplace character, soon oonoeived a 
zno-rcal aversion to GranvelleL A rude 
»:rldier. entertaining no lespect for 
science or letters, ignorant and over- 
bearing, he was not the man to aiibmit 
to the airs of superiority which pierced 
daily more and more decidedly through 
the oonventional exterior of the Oudi- 
naL Granvelle, on the other hand, 
entertained a gentle contempt for Eg- 
mont, which manifested itself in dU 
his private letters to the King, and 
was sufficiently obvious in his deport- 
ment. There' had also been dirtincfe 
causes of animoeity between thera. 
The governorship of Hesdin having 
become vacant, Egmont, backed bf 
Orange and other nobles, had demand- 
ed it for the Coimt de Roenlx, a 
gentleman of the Croy family, who, aa 
well as his father, had rendered many 
important services to the crown.^ The 
appointment was, however, bestowed, 
through Granvelle's influence, upon 
the Seigneur d'Helfault,' a gentleman 
of mediocre station and character, who 
was thought to possess no daimi 
whatever to the office. Egmont, more- 
over, desired the abbey of Trulle for a 
poor relation of his own ; but the Car- 
dinal, to whom nothing in this way 
ever came amiss, had already obtained 
the King's permission to appropriate 
the abbey to hinoself.' Egmont was 
now furious against the prelate, and 
omitted no opportunity of expressisff 
his aversion, both in lus presence and 
behind his back. On one occasion, at 
least, his wrath exploded in something 

* Dom I'Evesque. 

« Pontus Payen MS. • lUd. 

• Dom TEvosque M^oires, L 881, 
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'.more tlian w^rda. Eji&speTated by 

Irvctvell^^G polLgluBd ineoleciGe in reply 

hia owjk violent langt^tage, he drew 

I dagger upon Lim in the preaenoe of 

he Regent herself, " and/* saya a oon- 

eniponiry, ** would certainly liav^o sent 

Cwimal into the next world hod 

r.lie n&t been forcibly restrained by the 

^ ino© of Omnge and other peraons 

atf who warmly reprfieented to 

L th^t such griefjs were to he Battled 

Ly deliberate ivdvic©^ not by ckoler."* 

At the fi^me ttme^ wMle scenes like 

f ' /!> occurring in the very bosom 

conncilj Gi'auveUeji in hia 

ill letters to &eo:Et)t4iry Perez, 

lecrted wnrtuly that all reiKtrte of a 

tt k>f bartnuEy between huniself and 

crthsr seigiiiora and councIUiors 

wsre ^la<^ and that the best relations 

o^Diong them ulL It was not 

atlonj before it ahonld he neces- 

^ ta Jet tha Kmg donbt hm ability 

b gDTi&m the council aocordiug to the 

fidcret commlfision with which he h^id 

L inTssted. 

Hia relatione with Orange were 

f JTi changing from f riendsliip to 

hostility. In the Prince the 

l3P .1 r....t ^8 match. He found 

ted by an intellect aa 

rienoo aa fertile in ai- 

Uimiiti^ a t^pef aa ^ven, and a dta- 

Jtion souiJetiineB aa hjiughty ae his 

•iflTEL Ha never afifeeted to undervalue 

I the mind of Orange. " 'Tie a man of 

geniiifi^ vast ambition — 

, acute, pohtic/* he wrote to 

c a very early peritxt The 

■i.^ between hitaself and 

■ I been very amicable. 

LiCL^led the prelate's great 

It t*j be aware that the friend- 

p exalted a personage aa the 

IjjHitkful heir to the prlnciiiality of 

J Ontnge, jmd t-> the vast poeseaaiona of 

llitj Cba Jons- Nassau house in Burgundy 

[ftiHl tiie Netherlands, would be adiran- 

t^;iMJu« tc' the ambitioua aon of the 

:n MS,— ViinflHT Hu^if ulludeB 
31 AliDiLiF Btary, apcordiDg 
^VQ tho Cardinal, piibliu- 

! r " L t V 1 1] sfi aortnoiiibim 
iiLileTil ;ib 'Eg- 






BuTgimdian ConncQlor GranTeUe. The 
young man waa the favourite of the 
Emperor from boyhood ; his high ttknk 
and his remarkable talents marked him 
iudisputjibly for one of the foremoat 
men of the coming reign. Therefore 
it was politic in Ferrenot to aeise every 
opportunity of making hmiself useful 
to the Prince, He billed himaelf with 
ftecunz^g, BO far afl it might be neces- 
si^ry to semufe^ the auccession of 
WHli&m to his conain'a prindpalityp 
It seems eomewhat ludicrouB for a 
merit to be made not only for Qran- 
velle but for the Emperor, that the 
Prince flhould have been allowed to 
take an inheritance which the will of 
Beti^ de Kas&au most imequivocaHy 
conferred, and which no hving cneii- 
ture disputed.* Yet, because some of 
the crown lawyers hod j>ropounded the 
dogma that *' the son of a heretic ought 
not to fiucceetl," It was gravely stated, 
aa an immense act of oleraenc}'' upon 
the part of Charles the Fifth, that he 
had not eonHscated the whole of the 
young Prinee*s heritage. In retom 
GranveLle''s brother Jerome had ob- 
tained the govemorBhip of the youth, 
upon whose majority he had received 
an honourable militjiry appoiotment 
from his attached pupil Tlie prelate 
had afterwards recommended the 
mairiage with the Oount de Bnren s 
heire&Sj oiid had used hia influence 
with the Emperor to overcome certain 
objections entertained by Charlc^j, that 
the Prince, by this great accession of 
wealth, might be growing too power- 
ful^ Od the other hand, there were 
always many poor relations and de- 
pendants of Qranvelle, eager to be 
benefited by Orange's patronage, who 
lived in the Prince a houRehold, or re- 
ceived hondsoiQe appointments from 
hia generosity.' Thus, there had bean 
great intimacy, founded upon varioua 
beneflta mutually conferred; for it 
couJd hardly be aaaerted that the debt 



' Poatu* rn^^en MS, 

tin Abbe do Sftvcnioy fr*ro dndt, Citrdinnl lu 
Borvir de mnftitrQ d'hiteJ^ un Bordut: sun 
toiialn, Bon ^nuid ecuyor aittra une lis^iut^ 
lie c!ommuL)iciitlnnB eccrotes et famUiimu — 
Fontud Fujen M3, 
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ar.d -iT.*!! M *:r:«t.'i v. i::iii".raii.T ""S?-- 

TL* sL -.TT : : -Lis in^izLiiCj iad jl?:*! 

wan tit-* ZLi'jsr, pi-.-Iit:-: ■:: men- azi-i th-e 
Prln'>? La! not =.rrTal Lis ipc7«:i':i:»f- 
*.L:p 4-": tL* rxr-jn •ji CLirL-as tie Pif^L 
Ut Uj Li:r-*elf bare prenAt^irelv w tL-e 
crlticrji^. or tL* iniin-iisitj of ^he Car- 
d::^ Ttizh tLfe r«:Ll*a£::=ae ot Horn and 
Eira-..rLt, An expI-jK-.n ta^i-* a* Last, 
Low^Tw, and verv &>;n iin*r an ex- 
ewdiririj amicable C':rre5p-:nden\» t«- 
t^-sen the two upon the subjeot of an 
edicrt of relfzioiis amnesty which 
Orac;?e was prep«aring for his princi- 
pality, and which Granvelle had re- 
cornrnended him not to make too 
lenient.* A few weeks after this, the 
Antwerj> ma^iiitracy was to be renew- 
e'l The Prince, as hereditary bur- 
f(n\'H of that city, was entitled to a 
lan^e Hfaare of the appointing power in 
therio fx>litical arrangements, which at 
the iriornent were of great importance. 
Ilie citizens of Antwerp were in a 
Ktate of excitement on the subject of 
the new bishops. They openly, and 
in the event successfully, resisted the 
installation of the 'new prelate for 
wh')m their city had been constituted 
a f\\<x:wb. The Prince was known to 
\tH o]t])i}H(sd tt> the measure, and to the 
whol'; system of ecclesiastical persecu- 
tion. Whan tlie nominations for the 
n»;w ma^'iHirtuiy t:auie before the Re- 
cent, shn t\M\>*)HtA of the whole matter 
in th» secret c^^nsulta, without the 
knowledge, and in a manner opposed 
to the views, of Orange. He was then 
fiiniishcrl with a list of the new magis- 
IratiiH, and was informed that he had 
bcfsn selected as commissioner along 
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■wvih. '7.:»3.u A^^iCLZ-a^. to aee that the 
ii'oiiz.'uziiaLtz wsn -rArr^ied mto efiEect. 
Tifi "^irrTicir.c li ib^ Prince was ex- 
"sszA. K* Lahd jklreaftiy taken offence 
hz ii:rze z::i!t:Lec': -ixpTeK'yQS upon thk 
'.xd: -v^Li'^L z'zti LardiziAl had permitted 
Lizideli. E-* nt^9r wsfi bock the oom- 
— -.-yi'.n. ^ zhn Dnc&eta?. aiding^ it was 
swil ihjiz hi -rsg noc her lacker, and 
'l^z iZji zn^L* «nd some cne else with 
h^T ^mzfza. Th* words were repeated 
±. 'ihfi j&ue ciionofL There was a 
Tirl^c." iJierTacion — Oruige vehement- 
Ij r-eentisx Lis a^-o^izi'snent merely to 
■larry •: tt: d-ecis: cls in whi<^ he claimed 
;Ki orizirjkl v.: ice. HLs ancestors, he 
sai'L hid ?ftea ch^n^ed the whole of 
the Anr»er7 masiscrfcry by their own 
aath^rrrr. Ic was a little too much 
thir this rn^rccr. as well as every other 
stite affiir. sho-ild be controlled by 
the seor« cocisiittee of which the 
C^udia:^ was the chfel Granvelle, on 
his side, was als»? in a rage. He flung 
fr^m the counoil-chamb>«-, summoned 
: the Chancellor of Brabant, and de- 
\ manded, amid bitter execrations against 
i Orange, what common and obecure 
; gentleman there might be, whom he 
could appoint to execute the conmiis- 
sion thus refused by the Prince and by 
Aremberg. He vowed that in all im* 
portant matters he would, on future 
occasions, make use of nobles less in- 
flated by pride, and more tractabLe 
than such grand seigniors. The Chan- 
cellor tried in vain to appease the 
churchman's wrath, representing that 
the city of Antwerp would be highly 
offended at the turn things were tak- 
ing, and offering his services to induce 
the withdrawal, on the part of the 
Prince, of the language which had 
given so much offence. The Cardinal 
was inexorable and peremptory. "I 
will have nothing to do with the Prince, 
Master Chancellor," said he, "and these 
are matters which concern you not" 
Thus the conversation ended, and thus 
began the open state of hostilities be- 
tween the great nobles and the Cardi- 
nal, which had been brooding so long.' 
On the 23d July 1561, a few weeki 
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* ('()rr«8Mouduuoo de Quill, le Todi, ii. 



* Bakh V. d. Brink.— "Het HuwelHk raa, 
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the iicenea lately d^sserib^d, the 

unt of Kgiiiout and the PHnca of 

Oroiigo ^dnaaaed a joint l«ttor to the 

King. Thej nefoinded Hm in thie 

dflBpktcli tliat tiheij had origisaUy Itieea 

jieliurtaiit to ta^e oQit^e in the atate^ 

QcUf on account of their previoiiiei 

rieuciB of the manner iu whkb 

aefii had been t^Gdu^ted duriLt|^ 

admimBtFtttiaiL of the Dtika of 

a¥07. Thej had feared tiuitr import 

t&nt mmttef« of fftata might be tran^ 

.{Lcled without thdir concmrrenc^. 

The King hod, howerer, oseiired them, 

frhe^ in Zeland, that aJl affairs would 

uniformlj treated in full oouocil 

f the contituy should ever prove the 

, he hfid desired them to gi^e him 

iormation to that efiTect^ tJitat he 

ht iiistaatly apply the remedy. 

bey accorditigly now gave him that 

iormation. They were consulted 

^pon Bmall mattrcrs i momentous affairs 

jrere d^^cided ujion in their ibeence. 

ptill they would not even now have 

umphiined bad not Cardiiml Qrati velle 

ctlared that all the membeiB of ths 

onncil were to be held reipoti- 

IJble for itfi meaaurea, whether they 

present at its deoidoDa or not. 

dug mich reffponaibilityj they re- 

1 the King either to aec^t their 

resign atioa or to give orders that all 

affaire should be coDimunicated to the 

(rhole hoard and deliberated, upon bj 

I tshe councillorB.* 

private lettgr, written (wme 

kier (Augtiat 15), Egmcmt 

feotsrt^tJM^y Eraaao to aeAure the 

their joint letter bad not 

Ated 1:^ paaaion, but by iseal 

fcis service. It was impOBeible;, he 

, tO' imagine the insolence of tbo 

• to form an idea of the ab- 

Drity which he arrogattd.^ 

Gmnvellej with all his 

nnej0, could not see tha^t Omtige, 

aont^ Betghen, Montigny, and the 

were no knger |}^eB and young 

of ea\Tilry^ while he was the 

tif7iati and the stuteanian.^ By 

ijT Keven years the senior of Eg- 



luout, and by ebitecD yo&ri of Orangej 
he did nut diveat himself of the super* 
t^lUiinsneHS cif supi^rior wisdom, not un- 
just iiur «o irritating when they had 
all been bi^iya. In bis deportment to- 
wards tjiem^ and in the whole toue €]f 
his private correspondence with Philip^ 
there waa revealedj almo«fc in spite of 
himselfj an ivffectflition of authijtity> 
{^j^nst which Egmont rebeUedi and 
which the Prince waa not the tuan to 
acknowledge. PbiHp answered the 
letter of the two nobler in his usui^ 
procrastinating manue^^ The CouEt 
of Horn, who was about leaving Spain 
(whither he had accomjianied the 
King) for the NetherlandB, would be 
intrusted with the resolution which he 
should think proper to take upon the 
imbjfHit suggested. In the muHntiuie, 
he fUifiured thom that ho did not doubt 
their zeal in his eerWce.* 

As to Ck>imt Horn, Granvelle bad 
already prejudiced the King ogaiunt 
hiuL Horn and the Cardinal hod 
never been friend*, A brother of the 
prelate had been an aepiraiit for the 
h&nd of the Admirtil's Bister^ imd ha^d 
been somewhat oontemptuoufily re- 
jeoted, * Homj a bold, vehement ^ and 
not very good-tempered per&caiage, liad 
l&ng kept no terms with GranvelUi, 
and did not pretend a triendfibipwhktb 
he bad never felt. Granvelle had just 
writttin to instruct the King that Horn 
was opposed bitterly to that messuro 
which was nearest the King's heart— 
the new bishop rica He had been using 
strong lauguagej according to the Car- 
dina), in oppodtion to the scheme, 
while atiH in Spain. He therefore ad- 
vised that his Majesty, amee^nff, of 
Cimrtae, fke tource of the infonnation, 
and speaking, as it were^ out of the 
royal mind iteelf, should expostulate 
with the Admiral upon the eubje^t' 
Thua prompted, Philip waa in no gtm- 
oious humour when he reoeivfld Cauat 
Horn, then about to leave Matlrid for 
the Netherlands, and to take with him 
the King s promieed answer to the coi^i- 
munication of Orange and Egmont. 



* Cikrrosrjnndanoo do FMUppo U.i i l^% 
» I^L UeduETtion da riiiUOGClicv du ComUt 
dc HtjriLea. 
A Piipiora d'Elat, vi 931 
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•MHl ClMi lie mM wanelr M» i& 

liii vsf <Mit of llw tocia,' 

Thia WM tb* contiiacunaiiiBMt erf 
Ofmvdle'* lonf mortel oomtnt with 

1^ $rA taumw mkkik 1h» adgnlotv 

w^rm u* T^^y^ to tbetr lamo t iBiitiu iqeg 

iiiP!«ltt#« tfi!»7 dtntclkiiuai'a urognzioe; 

jvb to ku co«rdTe mea^ 

riai^ tb9 "bolj work" ^tidi tiw Gn^ 
dind WM restl^r to " c^oflecnite hiflfor- 
tiiiio And bi« blf»4'' iQ advance. Oraa- 
Telk ffxl IiIm maivter'i ang^ li';' etm- 
Rtant ccTmizraiiiGaUtRu m to ihm effbrte 
nuiiii* fajr <fi»tli|giiiiiied individimls to 
Maf m «i«Mrtitioii <rf the iiGfaein«. 
^MoirHUa lud Mmmed him. Kc wrote , 
that tnudi eonnplaiiit had been made 
cm thep iriibjcet by t^eral gentlemen^ 
dt A iiu|ip«T of Count EgmoQt'fl, It wah 
«tii<l tl^i*. tlio King o^ght to have eon- 
iulud tliom fill, and the §tate ocnincil- 
liym cifp«oijiIly. The present nomineea 
to the now epincofjatcsa were good 
cmougii, bi]t it would be fouod, they 
■aid, that very improper peraoQiigeB 
wonUI bo aiterwardii appomted The 
mUktcm ought not to permit the execu- 

• " Q'l'A fiidiiMirtim ! Vovm voa« plftlsrneE 
*■ ' 3ii(iuj» ctn*¥ a iwanvotitMi quoy 

" 'j4o qiit m<eu niScbo dlro m 

. .iKltU. viU. 443 

idliHttkloi oatadoc,"** 

r • _ '■:,'. 

"" ^tv i^uuiiUki* (pie ou d, (irizEiir bmfo 
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cfettvQ, IfctMiJin^ Uiat in the ctoieil 
%iwdi ^ the o^Mk wiybodj thould 
be sbvw tibi «bb«^ wlioai the^ «otiU 
friglrteB iaio dnag wbatev^r tbay 
dboMt* Jit tiie eod ^ the year, Gr«a- 
TcHe a^ain wrote to ioatniot hia aave- 
lejpi how to t^^ to tiie letter which 
watrfitf laifaddra^dtolambytbj 
l¥xnoe of Orm^n inri thir Marquis Bcr 
gben en y^ adWect of the bi^bc^prica. 
Tbej wiRild ten him^ be Mid, that thi_ 
tneoTporstiaii of the Brmbont abb 
inbo tl» new faiahopri^s waa 
to tb« oonstitatum of the ^ jojf ul i 
tnnoc** Philip was, however, to make 
auBwer tliat be had oonsulted the iim- 
Tenltie% and the«e WnMd in the kw8, 
and had aadaBed hiflia^ that [ 
emtircfy oonatitutiooaL He i 
fore adtri^ed to «end his <: _^ 

the Prince aad Marqula abcnild Uiti 
their influence to pstmiote the saO 
of the measure.* Thue fortified, < 
King was enabled not only to deal with 
the petition of the noblee. but also with 
the deputies from the ekates of Biii- 
bant, who arriTod about this time at 
Madrid. To these envoys who aaked 
for the appointineot of royal cc^mmk^ 
siGiuera, with whom they migh^ 
on Uie subject of the biaJ 
ahheySf and the "joyful enti 
the Kiog an,awered proudly^ 
uuitterH which concerned the £ ^^^ 
God^ he waa his own commiHoiooe? 



qm « el deleft prelodoK h^vih-^sri on!. 

teudions^ y }aa qflBHse con/ 

do im abadD» froyloa to 

fiiida lea iEi[«lo/^ — Piipier^ . , „ . 

• Papiom dTLvt, vi. 463, 4*H. 

^ " 1 o ies maniac rtapi mniur quo j«>r«„ 

Faplori d'Etat, vi ^04. ' 
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f e fcfterwarda, according! j, recited to 
':' - iiracy, the Igbboii 
%^\ ly received from 

Philip V.IIS determined thai no t»- 
tioutfrU'^^ee fiH3m gjeikt noblea or from 
riTafco viti^ena should interfere with 
be thor^xiigh execution of the grand 
beme un whicJi be was reacthetl, and 
f which the new hdBhoprica formed an 
Qportant part Oppodticsn irritated 
I ixiore and more, till his ha^ed of 
i opponentft became deadlj; huh it» 
^ the same time^ confirmed him in hin 
' *TiB ncj tiine to temporise/* 
i wrote to GranveUe ; '' we must in- 
ct cha&tijiefD.eiit with full rigour and 
erity. Tfaeae rascaiB can only lie 
ie to do right tiirough feari and not 
klwiiya even by tha^ meano." ^ 
At the ^nie time^ the toyel financieB 
[ not admit of any very active mea- 
«, at the momeut, to enforce obe^ 
ce to a policy which vvas alrejuly so 
Kitterly opjMwed* A rough e^imatOj 
de in the Kir]g*0 own handwriti^jg, 
[ the rtsHourucii and obligation!! of bis 
schequer^ a kind of balance fiheet for 
' eyears 1 5 rt€ and 1 5 Q 1 , drawn upmucb 
I the same luawner m that in which 
iiasple individuid wtnild mate a 
ote of bifl income and expenditure, 
^ve bat a dknial pictui^ of bia pecn- 
condition. It served to shew 
kuw intelligent a financier i& despot- 
J and how little available are tho 
Gurcea fflf a mighty empire when ro- 
1 merely m private property^ par- 
Bculurly when the owner ehaaieeB to 
'nve the vanity of attending to all de- 
bimsolf. " Twenty mibionfl of 
atfl," began the memorandum, ' 
{wiU bf* I'e'iiiired to disengage my re- 
^^ft= f this," added the King, 

[>atboa for an account- 
Li not speak at prefient, 
p LS so entirely impoaaible."^ 
_ n>ceetled to enter the van- 
Tof expense which were to be 
ring the two years ; inch aa bo 
' mlllionJi due to the Piiggera (the 

i " Eli ka de In ralJgioti up ma §itf ra 

4aiv|4il£ir eiJU* ciistigarlee am todo rigor y 
icnbtdlBd, quo n^tom- yoUhcok fiLna fx par 
M^tdo vo hax^n 0.^1 buona y &m\ cnn ot^ no 
kduvettoB.''— l*4i>lera d'Etat. vi. 4ifl. 
I *Tbo dogumcfut Jia in thi^Fapierfld'Etatda 



Rothschildja of the aixteenth century)^ 
so many to merchants in FlaDder^i ^e- 
viilet and other plsices, bo nitieh for 
Prinee Doria'a galley^^j m much for 
three y^drs' pay due to hiH guards, eo 
much for hia household ^expenditure, 
m much for the tuition of Don Carlo* 
and Dun Juan d' Austria, so if^ucb lot 
salaries of ambassadorB and coimcillr>ra 
^mixing per^nal and state ex][»enfietj 
petty item^i and great loanR. in one sin- 
guiar jumble, but arriving at a tiital de- 
mand upon bis ptiree of ten miUion nine 
hundred and ninety thou^nd ducats. 
To meet this expenditure he pain* 
fuJly enumerated the funde upon which 
he could reckon for the two yeure. 
His ordinary renta and taxes being aU 
deeply pledged^ he couid only calcu- 
late from that source upon two hundred 
thousand ducats The lEidian revenue, 
so called, was nearly fipent; still it 
might yield him four huitdred and 
twenty thciufiand ducat*. The quiok- 
fiiiver mines would produoe something, 
but BO little OS hardly to require men- 
tioning. As to the iTther niiuesj they 
wore etjually unworthy of notice, being 
so very uncertain^ and not doing m 
weD as they were vvont. The licences 
accorded by the crown to carry slaves 
to America were put down at lifty 
thousand ducats for the two years. 
The product of tho " eroicada and 
" cuarta/* or money paid to him in 
small sums by individimls, with 'the 
permission of his Holiness, for the 
liberty of abstaining from the Church 
fofitSj was estimated at five hundred 
thoueajid dncati. These and a few 
more meogre items only sufficed to 
stretch bia income to a total of one 
nuHion three hundred and thirty thou- 
sand for the two yeaip, against an ex- 
penditure calculaced at near eleven 
milliocs^ *' Thufl^ there are nine mil* 
lionSj les^ three thousand ducats, de- 
ficient," he condnded, ruefully (atid 
muMnff a miMakt; hi liitfjigitreif in hk amit 
fammr t>f ^ hmtdrtd attd mjst.y-ikrtQ 
thtmand besides)^ *' which I majp^look 



G ran ^' olio (vi 15tF-l<55), and i* entltEoii, 
" MijmuHul du 1aa PiaiiauifQii da EEpoEia ea 
Jos alios \m^ et 1661." 

* ■* Fbiu d^tD ncJii sa ttucibi ngota 

onmo do coaa taia impossibile," — Papicrs 
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£or ia tbe ikf, or &7 10 mm lif B««n* 

no^iiieiiHD vlio owDed iQ JbDe- 
fSoft and half of Earvfrn ooold oolj 

fliatea. Tli» ponenorof aHP^naDd 
Hjexiea ^^mM T&ik.<m <m " nothing 
vtjrtb tDnmiMnftdssg" hxmi his mififiB, 
Mid deitTQd a pinBcaiiiGnis in^tonie maiiil r 
jErVD peimuBuma gn^ted liis Habjecte 
to OtTf on tlie dxr«4iade, and to eai 
mead en FridAjs. Tbk mp certaiiily 
a gloo my oonditlQiii of a&ln for » mo- 
nvcii on tlie thredKold of a wa^ wliieli 
WM lo oiittaat hla own life and thai ot 
M» children ; a war in which th« mere 
ami J expenae£( wer« to be half a mil- 
Mxm fUmisB motitlilj, in which about 
eerentj per csnt, of the an.mia.1 ^djA- 
btmefii^irte waa to be regolarfy em- 
b«sxkd or appropnaiad hy the h^jida 
^ifOQgh wMch it pai»edt and in which 
fof every four men on paper, enrolled 
and paid for^ only one^ ocoordlng to 
the average, was brought into the field.* 
Granvelle, on the ather hMid, gave 
his master but little conaoliiition from 
the aspect of finajicia] a^[kira in the pro- 
viQcee. He aeftured hlxa that *' the 
government waa often m mich emh^t- 
Tassment as not to know where to look 
for ten dtJtate."' He complained 
bitterly th^i the states would meddle 
witt the adttdnistration of money 
jQatteoi^ and were hIow in the granting 
of Btihaidiefl, The Cardinal felt eape- 
miiXij outraged by the interference of 
theae bt>dies with the diabursement of 
tlie siitnfl whieh they voted- It hju 
bei^n Be{]D that the Ettatee had already 
(^ofiipeilijd the goTemment to withdraw 
the trix>p% mtich U> the regret of 
Granifelle. They continued, however^ 



1 " Q1110 Hj hiku de buccal- del tijre j de ia- 
Tenciunca qu& c«tnnj ya tan biiscadoa como 
liiJi"— PnpieTH d'Etat, vl. 1 56-166. 

* SiidGi) Sf.yL Do Opkonist en Bitm dei* 
Vo^«^1ll£f■^o Nederliimiett (Am«t., 1773) p. 
J i| , . , , . . — , . Hoidaui Bolfi^runi Aitzmles 

I .r,iit. vi. 13&, 

4 — , ,,;, nmiMf-n miiy rtiln 00 A Ifl 

nmth-iridnd qm- l'"' -..n.L.Irt y la oiiula de 

il*>iRii' ki tfuo ac \: - ' nr ■ I y jle propanar oon- 

''1 - i. -111. 1 i.!i.^ it qiHj ae 1:04 va 

r _ •;. 17^ ■^'^ 

■ ia idtfu r.Lrivn!rdinaHfli W^ual 

jKutuotie ^ pow hQOQrjvoie ba pero tenutn 
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te be mtraetafale on Qie suhjectof eitp^ 
ptiea *Tli«»eai« wr^' " ^ ' -:" h» 
wrote to Pyiip, * t2u5 liicK 

they ansame^ thlft aud^'^ ... - . : .. a hicH 
they wij whaterrr thej think proper| 
and these impod^it conditiond whicT 
they affix to evety propodtjon for »uh 
fiidies.** * Ihe Cafdisal protested I ' 
he had in vixa attempt^ tt> oonviacS* 
them of their ortir, but th^t they re- 
mained pearene. 

It was probohlj at this time thit 
the plan lor debasmg the ooin^ aug- 
gei^ed to Fbflip ^nie timei before by 
& akfUul cfa^nnhit named Malen^ and 
alwsys much iq^proved of both by 1 
self and Rtiy Qome^ recnired to 
mind. '^ Another and an eic 
Bouroe of reinenue, aJthoiagh pe^ 
not a veiy honouTable one/ r 
Snriano, ** has hitherto been 
secret ; and on account of difierem^4| 
of opinion between the King' and h^ 
confessor^ haa been diBc<.intmii«l*^ 
Thia source of re^enue^ it seemed, ^ 
found in "a cerfcaiu powder, of whid 
one ounoe mixed with six ouncea 
qnicksilYer would make ds. ouncea 1 
silver," Tbe compodtion was ^d 1 
stand the t«t of the hammer, but nd 
of the foe* Partly in couKe^ induce ( 
theological scruples, and partly on i 
count of oppoBitton from the states, i 
project formed by the King to 
his army with thia kind of silver ^ 
reluctantly abandoned. The inventi 
however, was ao very Agreeable 1 
King^ and the inventor had 
such liberal rewards, thn,t it ^ 
poaed, according to the envoy, %% 
time of scarcity hia Majesty 
make use of such coin without 
tance»* 

a^flfetik— dueat ^ udji tfi«1nstriA 1 : 
plntagiOi duD (umi at x/iii ^xin t;' 
ben c<mo»iutft. d'alcuni '^* 
Tw>n fu contmutita essoti'^ 
parcri frft lul {PliiP. i^) , 
le man! del qxialo paeso ti 1 1 
Si brftvi jit-i per im Telr 
ixi69se in cipem et ocm iiij 
poH'ere et fe*ei d'nr-""''" 
d'argeato aha sta iv: 
Tioii al fUooo 6t fa ■ . 
fleoe di quella aotiii •^^..^ 
ji«rcito; ma 1) et^ti uorj : 
MiDdre perche con queyi 

buono oro Hi a-irSa portatk" j ,k« 

ma quiost ittv^atiotie e mttHo gtuta o^ Jt« 4 



l1 



The Saxon Marriage. 



151 



It IB nooesmr liefore conclitding 
"^Js chapter, wliicli relatoa the ©rente 
thfe years 1560 and 1561, to allude 
ao important affair which occii- 
lied much attention dviring the whf*le 
thh period This ia the celebrat- 
ed manriEiige of the Princ© cp! Orange 
with the IVmceaa Anna of Saxon;^. 
By many siiperficial writera, a moTitig 
isuise of the great Netherland revolt 
fouDd in the connexion of the 
mi ^i^ftain with this diS'tinguiahed 
tititherac house. One mnBt have 
tudied tb» char^tens and the iiaas^ 
I ven* little puipoBC, however, to \m- 
^eve It poflftible thiit maoh influence 
ould bt* exerted on the mind of Wil- 
oi Orange by fluoh natures as 
of Anna of Saiony, or of her 
! the Ekicrbor Augustus^ gurndmed 
Hhe Pious." 
The Prince had beoome a widower 
155S, lit the age of twenty-tive- 
^Tsuivellej, wlio was said to have 1>ei^n 
nduential in arranging his first mar- 
binge^ now proposed to him, after the 
of mourning had expired, an 
Lce with Mademoiselle Honde,^ 
aughter of the Duohosa de Lorraine, 
bnd gninddaughter of Christiorn the 
Thiiti of Denmark, and bis wife laa- 
ell*, aiaier of the Emperor Charles 
he Mfth. S\ieb & connexion ^ not only 
with the royal house ai Spain, but 
mith that of France— for the yoiing 
Duke of Lorraine, brother of the Ifidy, 
"\»d espoused the daughter of Henry 
he 8ectnid^— waa considered highly 
Pfi ,:_..!. 1 |,y y^^ Princew Pbibp and 
■ 83 Maigaret of Parma both 
, oT pretended to approve, the 
Itch. At the aibine Mme the Dowager 
)uehea3 of Lorraine, mother of the 
Btendi^ bnde, was a candidate, and 
i r&j argent one, for the Regency of 
f Netherlands. Being a woman of 
ambition and intriguing cha- 



;o crfsdfirech' 
. isk M, ao no 

1 J\>titu!§ t'l^ycu M^t. 

• "- Qua V. Mt&iit*QUSteecript,p{irw3iS 

' — ' H«."*ir q.ue icallu avoit toi^joura mi 

ur - — st qtie* daaimot ralliflr 

. son Bang, Icelle fl^ojt infitnncc, 

I »: or^'i 1 1 N^ivokt, pour [procurer aon mArin^tt 



racter^ she naturally saw in a mtvn of 
Willuim's station and talenta a uumt 
desirable ally in her present and future 
schern e^. On the other band, Pb il i p— 
who h.ui mod© open protestotioti of 
his des*ire to connect the Prince thus 
closely with Ma own blfiod,* and had 
warmly recommended the match t<i 
the yoong lady's mother^ — soon after- 
wanis, while walking one day with the 
Prince in the park at Briig^Ig.,^ an- 
nounced to him that the Ducheas of 
Lorraine had declined bis proposik.* 
Such a reBult aatomahed the PHncep 
who was on the beat terms with the 
mother;^ and had been urging her ap- 
pointment to the Regency with all hia 
influence, having entirely withdrawn 
bis own claims to ^lat office. ITo 
eatlafactory explanation wae ever given 
of thifl singular conclusion to a court- 
ship, hagixii with the apparent con sent 
of idl parties. It was hinted that the 
yoimg lady did not fancy the Prince j^ 
but, as it was not known that a word 
haA ever been exchanged between 
them^ as the Prince, in appearance 
and reputation, wa« one of tbe moit 
brilliant cavalieiE of the a^e, and as 
the approval of the bride waa not 
usually a matter of primary conse- 
quence in such marriages of state, the 
mystery seemed to require a, fitrther 
Bohition. The Prince suspected Gmn- 
vello and the King, who were believed 
to have held mature and secrtit delibe- 
ration together, of insincerity. The 
Biahop was said to have expressed the 
opinion, that although the friEnd3hip 
he bore the Prinoe would induce him 
to urge the marriage^ yet hm duty to 
hia master mode him think it ques- 
tionable whether it were right to ad- 
vanoo a personage already placed so 
high by birth^ wealth, and popularity, 
still higher by so near an alliance with 
his Majesty's family,^ The King, in 

onmma U ac pouroit Bfniv4.niir."^Lutt«r of 
MaiTRtiret of Panriji hi HeSrftmber^. Corre- 
fipoTida.nc!G do Mni'g. d'AMtrichs, p» 37 1| t72^ 

* UyitTtJiibui-g, p. 273, 874, 

* lbl± 

* " Main oomTOfl Talfiitlpe tirJntilt en 

longuffur at comme auaunb dlHont qifil ii*oft- 
toit I. la bonno grace de La domoi^Qlle."^ — 
Pnmtus Pttyen Md 

■ " OtAnv43]le antwOTrd'le, dat de vriead- 
Kbap do by dun Frinae droegb, liemdryTea 
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eoTjfiequencet eearetly instructed tbe 
Ducbe^ ^f LoiTMne to dmsline the 
pfopoftal, while at the some time he 
ccmtmued openly to advocate tk6 eon- 
nexionJ The Prince la Buid to have 
difiOovered this double dealini^, and to 
have found in it the only reaaoiiablG 
explaBation of the whole tran^aotionn^ 
Moreover, the Duchess of Lorraine, 
findliig kereelf eqiially dnpetl, and her 
owu ambitious Eichetiie equrilly foiled 
by her uiiacni puloufi eou&in — who now, 
to the flurpriae of every ooe, appointed 
Margaret of Parmai to be Regent^ with 
the Bishop for her prime mioister— 
had Ha little reason to be satisfied with 
th^ ootnbinatloQS of royal 3Pd eceleejaa- 
ileal intrigue as the Prince of OraDge 
himself. Boon after thk UDflatiBfactory 
mystification, WiUiajn ttimed his at- 
tentiionH to Germany, Anna of Saiony, 
dlatughter of the aelebrated Elector 
Mauricef lived at the court of her 
tmoloj the Elector Augustus. A 
mnsket-ballt perhaps a traitorous one, 
In an obficure aeMon with Albert of 
BTandenhourg, had closed the adven- 
turous career of her father aeven years 
before,^ * The young lai3y, who was 
thonght to have inherited much of his 
restless, etormy character, was si^teeii 
years of age. She waa far from hand- 
some, was somewhat deformed, and 
limped.* Her marriage-portion wa« 
det^med, for the timea, an ample one t 
ihe bad seventy thousand rix dollars 
m hand| arad the reversion of thirty 
tbouBaod DQ the death of John Frederics 
the Secondi who had married her 
mother aft^sr the doath of Maurice-* 
Her rank was accounted far higher 
in Germany than that of William of 
l^^a&aaii, and in this respect, rather 



KOttdo, Qtn hot nan to nmden indien da troaw, 
die by btroti rrnjoiittr PvlitiUliieh was, niet 
bedeoketyk votid Ben perHooiKidJa, midor- 
attiuntvoi) ixiv-or^ronteucblmArlioiti cntninst 
der LnudtAiiatiMT docur't behuwon van eqq 
TisiA^n b1 ..dt w*;rwAii(ttBchap Kjfuer M^jaa- 
teit, ill top tota^kkcn/'— Hoofd, i. ^. Thia 
wfts prt'ciflely tlio mma ar^ruuient used by 
the Eiitpt-rar CThiLrlca DgikijiBt tbe marnnge 
with Miidiimf'jfielle clu Uureu^ mid Euocojsa- 
ftilly coixib^t4^ by tirauv&tLe, i HoofcJ^ C. 35^ 
> Ihid,— ConHnfauBiikliuj'aBnv, d Briiik; 
Hct HiiwBliJk.etc., H. y, 10, fcu whDnepubli- 
Qiitmuuii ibjps tflost iuiritaita subject ^very 
cnitidid ki-^Diiqal attidunt must f^l thi) 
dettpost wma<a i>f oUigaUon, 



than for pecuniaij couaiderationSj the 
marriage seemed a desirable one for 
him. The matt who held the great 
Naj^sau -ChaloDS pniperty , tcjgether with 
the herituge of Count Maximilian de 
Buren, could hardly have been tempted 
by 100,000 thalers. Hia own provmou 
for the ohildren who might spring 
from, the proposed marriage was to be 
a settlement of seventy thousand floriiui 
ann\ially.^ The forttma which per- 
miitted of such liberality was not one 
to be very materiidly increased by a 
dowry which might seens enormous to 
many of the paupec princes of Gear- 
many. *' The bride's portion/' 
contemporary, " after all^ i 
for the tanq^ieta and m^gnlfic^iS 
va^B which celebrated the 
When the wedding was paid for, theri 
was not a thaler remaining of the wfa 
sum."^ Nothings then, oould be ma 
puerile than to accuse the Prmee of 
mercenary motives in seeking tbia 
alliance J an accusation, however, whici 
did not fail to be brought. 

There "were difficultiea on both mdi 
to be an^Dged before this mitrri 
could take place. The bride wae'i 
LutheraHj the Prince was a, CaiJadie. ' 
With regard to the religioi of Orange 
not the fllighteat doubt existed, na 
was any deception attempted. Qn 
velle himself gave the most enfe 
attestation of the Prince a orthodo: 
^* This proposed marriage given 
great pnlii," he wrote to Philip, *^but' 
I have never had rcaaon to jiUiipe^^t his 
prindplea,"* la another letter 
observed that he wished the 
ooidd b« broken off; but that he ) 
HO much from the virtue of tha ] 
that nothing coiild sriMce to 



* PfaUTObtHidt, p. 64. ft-ll JulylSSS; 

* *' Ungoscbiokten Leibes, wslhr' 

«chdit1ic!ti ctwos binkeud.'' — BuLtij^r, p. i,7, 

* BoLtiffsr, fift, 

■ Ibli, S3,— Coroparo Dakhtiy^oit, p, l& 

'f "Ceata Alleinaude qui no luy 
pnrtli tin m.artjig'B qti&Deiit i\ sp. vhi,^-t willfj^ 
^uJdreH, qui q grtmdo V' r 
fiiifflr pciur payer lea bii 
rnflf^nlticanccMaeGesiioiK tj 

refltfi boni pas un dnldna Umi i-MicmLnt d 
dot et poTtement do ■& fotumei," — Faali 
Payoo MS. 

* OvTwcn v. Priiijjt., Archivoa, etfl,, i 52- 



him from tko trud religiDn.^ Chi the 

Itiher lude thare was &s little doubt as 
m hh creed. Old Landgrave Philip 
pk Bes36, grandfEvtber of the young 
bd^, wim HiUtrlj opposed to the match. 
*' 'Tifi a Papist/ g^d he, " who goes to 
nuLsa^ and m,ts no meat on faat-duiys." ' 
He had no great objection to his 
oharaucter, but mauriuDimtable ones to 
bis fieligioiu ** Old Count WiUifun/' 
^^Said he^ " wi^ an e\'HugelicaJ loxd to 
^^buji dymg^ day« This inau is a, Fapi^" ^ 
^^p[%« maafrnge^ then, was to be a mi^ed 
ttiarrioge. It IB ueceiSBaiyj however, to 
beware of anochroniamja up^^n the »ub- 
^ecfe. Luther^iiis were not yet forriiiJly 
danouneed aft heretics. On the oon- 
jT^ it wop exactly at this epoch that 
Po^ wafl inviting the Protestant 
of Germany to the Trent 
bouB.cti, where the schisui waa to be 
dosed, and all the erring lambs to be 
eived again into the bogom of the 
80 fiLT from mooif eeting an out- 
1 bcistilit jj the pap^ demeanour wa^ 
adliating. The letters of invitation 
om the Popo to the priDcea were sent 
r a le^gt^te, each commencijig with the 
If ioMiiuji, *^ To my beloved aoD," and 
'lit biK'k to hia HoEnese^ con- 
iy, with the eoarae je»t for 
We bclieYs our motnerB to 
AV* bt^e^ honest womeU;, and hope 
we haii bett€?r fathers. "'* The 
oouncU had not yet given its 
Marti agee w ere of contimiai 
rrenee, espeoiiilly aitiong princes 
ad potentates, betwteu the adhereni:^ 
f'f Rome and of the new religiejn. Even 
Fhillp had been most anxious to marry 
r the Pr^rtiestant Elizabethj whom, had 
Itlie been a peaaantt he would unques- 
rtionnbly h&re burned, if m Ms power. 
Thrikughotit Oennanj^ ako, eBpeomlly 
L high places, there was a dispoaiticn 
\ cover up the religioua controveray ; * 
alistAJn fi"om disturbing the ashes 
Ivhere devaftitition stiH glowed, and 
Rjte one tlay to rekindle itself. It waa 
IfKceedingly difficidt lo r any maUj from 
^the Arciidiike Maximilian down, to 
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I A.sk..«^<j^ otQ,, L TO,— "Ycl tcsdavifl os- 
ondad y Tirlud del princijwt qua 
tdido eflia pafa apiu-tark do la 



define hia creed, A marriage, there- 
fore, between a man and woman of dm- 
eordiint views ujjoo fchi» topic was not 
startliugi although in g^uncral not con- ^ 
aidered desirable. 

There were, however, Stspecial rea^ 
aoDS why this aliiauoB should be dis- 
toatefulj both to Philip of Spain upon 
one sideij and to the LaDdgrave Philip 
of Hesse on the other. The 'tiride 
waa the daughter of the Elector 
Maurice, In that one name were 
concentrated nearly all the diaasters, 
disgrace^ and dieappointment of tho 
Emperor's reign. It was Maurice who 
had hunted the Emperor through the 
T^Toieiui mountains; it was Maurice 
who had compelled the p^kce of 
Passau ; it waa Maurii:?e who had 
overtln-own the Cathiilic Church in 
Germany; it wBfl Maurice who had 
frustrated Philip's election as king of 
the Eomana. If WUham of Orange 
niust seek a wife among the pagans, 
could no other bride be found for him 
than the daughter of such a man? 

Anna's grandfather, on the other 
hand, J-iAndgrave Philip, waa the cele- 
brated victim to the hree imd fraud 
of Cbarlea the Fifth. He fiaw in the 
proposed bridegn>oin a youth who had 
been from childliood the petted page 
and conSdant of the hated Eraperor, 
to whom ho owed hm long iinprtson- 
ment. He aaw in lilm, too, the inti- 
mate friend and ally— for the brooding 
quarrels of the state-council were not 
yet patent to the world^-of the still 
more deeply-deteeted Granvelle ; the 
crafty priest whoee substitution of 
*' einig" for "ewig" had inveigled him 
into that terrible captivity. These 
coneide rations alone would have made 
him unfriendly to the Prlncej even had 
he not Iwen a Catholic* 

The Elector Augustus, however, 
uncle and gui^rdian to the bride, was 
not only well-disposed but eager for 
the marriage, and determined to over- 
oome all obetacleB, including the op- 
jKOsition of the Landgrave, without 



* V\ Bomuiel, Phitipp dor Gfo^mitthigSj 
hL Slflp sqq^ ; citod by Utqi^u \ftn Priusterer^ 

* Groen t, Frins^t., ilrchivfis. etc.t L fl3. 
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wilOfld ^Hfient he had been long 
pledged nut to bestow tbe hand of 
Anna, For tliia there was more than 
^ one reoBOD, Auguatua, whoi in the 
worda of one. of the most ^ut« hiH- 
ioricaL eritica of our day, woe " & 
BjEOiitine Emperor of tlie lowe^ 
damj re-sppearing iu eleotoml Imt 
and mimtle,"' waa not firm in hk 
rights to the digmtj he held. He had 
Inherited from M& brotheir^ but hi^ 
brother had dinpoBBea&ed John Fre- 
difri€. Miii.irio0j when turning ag^inat 
the Emperor^ who had placed him in 
hifl eoufim'fi aeat^ had not thought it 
^xptidient to restore to the rightful 
owner the rank which he huuself 
owed to the yiolan<^ of Charles, 
Those eMmB niight be rer^vmdicated, 
asd Augustus be degraded in hie 
tuni} b^ a poasibla marriage of the 
Princeaa Anna with fiome turbulent or 
intriguing German potentate. Out of 
the land she was leas likuly to give 
trouble. The alliance, if not particu- 
larly desirable on the score of rank, 
waa, in other worldly r^pectS} p. most 
brilliELnt one for hjfl nle<^ Am for the 
religious point, if he could overcome 
or circmnveut the aeruplea of th« 
LandgTay@t he foreaaw little di£&culty 
in oooquertng hifl own conseience. 

The Fnnoe of Orange, it is evident, 
waa placed in such a position, that it 
wotdd be difficult for him to aatifify 
a!l portiea. He intended that the 
marriage, Hke all marriageB among 
persona in high places at tbiit day, 
should be upon the " uii p^deiix^' 
principle, which was the foundation of 
the religious peace of Germany* His 
wife, after marriuga and removal to 
the Netherlands, would " live Catho- 
lically;^' ehe would be considerDd aa 
belonging to the same Chureh vrith 
her husband, was to give no offence 
to th<s government, and bring no sua- 
pieioii upon himself, by violating any 
el the religious decencies. Further 
than thiflj Willjam* who «* that day 
wa» an easy, indifferent Catholic, 
averse to papal peraeciitionB, but 
almost equally averse to long puri- 
tanicaJ pmyers and laceg, taking far 
* BiikhuyMU, H«jt Huweiyk, etei., p. IC 
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more pleasure in worldly Efiatters than 
in ecclesiastical oontrovetmes^ wsa not 
diapoaed to advance in thia 
paUin Having a stem bigot to di 
with in Madrid, and another In Cwsasliv 
he goon convinced himself tht:^ hti 
was not likely entirely t*.^ satisfy either, 
and thought it wia«r simply to satiafj 
hlmaell 

EAriy in 1560, Count Gunther dB 
Schwartzburg, betr<3thed to the 
Prince's sister Catharine, togeth< 
with Colonel Oeorge vera Holl, wei 
despatched to Germany to open 
marriage negotiations. They foui 
the Elector Augustus already rii 
and anxious for the connexion. II 
waa easy for the envoys to satisfy all 
Mb Tequirements on the rehgiotxfl 
queation* lit *^ ^^ Elector aflsr- 
wards stated to the Landgrave, they 
reaRy promised tlmt the young lady 
should be allowed to have mi ev: 
gelical preacher in her own &i 
ments, together with the be&t1 
sacramenta.A it is very oertain tl 
they travelled a good way out of tba 
instructional for such conoeasions were 
steadily refused by William^ in i>eiv 
son. It is, however, more |yrobabl« 
that Augustus, whose slippery feet 
were digpoeed to slide smoothlj and 
ewiftly over thig dangerous ground, 
hivd represented the Prince's com- 
muDicatiom under a favourable glosB 
of hm owm. At any ratej nothing in 
the subsequent prooeetMngB justified 
the eonclusLons thtia basti^ formed. 

The Landgrave Philip, ^^>m the 
beginning, manifestM his reptignance 
to the match. As soon as tm propo^ 
sition had h&&i received by Augusti 
that potentate despatched Hans 
Carlo wittJ to the grajidfather at C 
The I^ince of Orange, it was repre- 
sented, was young, handsome, wei^thy, 
a faTourite of the Spanish monarch; 
the Prinoeas Anna, on the other hand, 
said her uocle was not likely to groi " 
Ktraighter or better proportioned ' 
body, nor was her crooked and _ 
verse char^kct^r like]y to improve wil 
years. It wa» thefefore d^irable 
find s settlement for her aa soon oa pofr 

» QT^^ti V. PrijiBt., ArdxiveB, etc,, ^% 83« 
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febte.^ The Elector, Iwwever, woitH 
ftecide itpon notMng with^jut tha 

To thia ffftnk, tttid not very flatter- 
tig' Etatementj. so far ns the youn^ 
dy waa concerned, tbo LandgraTe 
creJ sttiiitly and cbaracterlBti- 
ally. The Prince vsras a Spanish atib- 
^t, he Baid, and would not be abb 
prfktect Anna in ber belief, who 
icovu^i &noner or later become a fugi- 
tive I be Wf*a but ft count in Germany, 
wnd no fitting matcb for an ELlector*H 
~ lighter ;* mca^eoveTj the ladiy her- 
»elf tHight to be consulted^ who h^ 
|lot ^ven Been the Prmce. II the 
wvTG crooked in body, as the Elector 
iited^ it wa^ a gham^ to expose her ; 
conceal itj howeveTj waa queetioti- 
hble^ as the Prince might complain 
afterward«j that ^ fltraight princpsa 
had been promised^ and ft crooked, one 
" audulently Buljfititttted,'* and ao on^ 
otigh a gw>d deal more of aueh 
^tiaixtt ea^miBtrf, in which the Land- 
are waa ftceompliihed. The amo\mt 
liut ftOdwer, however, to the mar- 
p«spoBal was an nnequivMa! 
ative, froiii which he never wa- 

In cotiseqaence of thia oppoflition, 
ttegotiatiouB were for a time sue- 
nde«l AngiistuB implored the Prince 
M»t to abandon the pro jeet/promi sing 
hat every effort ehoiild be made to 
|;iin over the Uandgtuve, hinting that 
*he old man might *'go to his loDg 
st Hoan/' i\nd ev^n i^nggcating that if 
.+ ..-irMf+ to the woratj, he had 
to do nothing without 
■ f the Landgrave, but 
Ttiri Hift obiig^ to wait for hia c^m- 



' Kaiis von Karlowlts sollto voratellon 

( diC' Priri^jvRMii in ibram Altor wshwer- 

kh an gantH '" W" i -,t und prnporticni fie» 

SUM k% ddtiei tan ginqr 

ij^auaaen i und hartom Siune 

-L., , ...,. jg iittf ihre VersorpiRg 

fe «em mtlaae."— iJ^mi^jtr, M. 

»7»„ ,.,,r. -1 -rdur KurftlrSt moldjo, diisz 
M elr ^littfin Deib Mtte, so wUre 

msc\ . 1 11 Bolche^ selhen jnj laflj^on^ 

ni Tit..* ,t ... ..;. 1 ttrndeawftlsnbedanklich^ 
wifitl en- ULlBdanu eagHU dUrfta^ dses ntan Ihm 
4kie wobl^obit'iatiO Piinnflsla au^rUhmt, 
eaiko UDi^fcIiickEe abK* Ikticorwei^ auge- 



On the other batid, the Prince had 
commimicated to the King of Spain, 
the fact of tlie propoaed marriage. Ho 
bafl also held many long converaationa 
with the Regent, and with GranveHe. 
In allthefte interviews be bad uniformly 
used one bnguage: hia future wife waa 
to "Jive Ji« a Cfttholio*"* and ii that 
point were not conceded, be would 
break off the negotirttiona. He did not 
pretend that she waa to abjure her 
Protestant faith. Tbo Duchea.*!^ in do- 
scribing to Philip the conditions, ^as 
sketched to her by the Prince, Btat,ed 
expressly that AuguBtua of Saxony was 
to oonaent that hia niece " should live 
Gatholioftlly after the marriage,***' but 
tbat it Wftfl quite iraprobable that "be- 
fore the nuptials she would be permit- 
ted to abjura her errors, and receive 
necessary abBolutionj aocordmg to the 
rulea of the Church,"^ The Ducbess, 
while stating her full confidence in ^e 
orthodoxy of tbo Prineeg expressed at 
the same time her feara that attempta 
might be made in the future by his 
new connexinna *^to pervert him to 
their depraved opiniona,"* 

A silence of many months ensu&d on 
the part of the Bovereign, dnring whiub 
he waa going through the laborious 
proceas of making up his mind, or ra* 
ther of having it maiie up for him by 
Iieople a thousand miles ofiP, In the 
autumn Grianvelle wrote to say that 
the Prince was veiy ranch aurpriaed to 
have been kept m long waiting for- a 
definite reply to his communicationa, 
made at the beginning of the year, con- 
cerning his intended marriage, and to 
leara at last that bis Majesty had sent 
no answer, upon the ground that the 
mateh had been broken off; the fact 

* '* Dflu im vortrogk stunde nit?lita 

EmderB dan ohne yorwisstn^ utid Pleht ohim 
Vfirwitl^lfiiTtB, derwcfieu dte vorsvillltiiiig' 
boi ihr Ch.Oti. tilltiiu atundo,*'etc.— Ariihives 
ot Cnrre*yi>nrian(ss, i+ '&%. 

" Ce raSaonnemcut," observes M, Gwen 
van Prinaterer, very Judtdouflly, "a Fair 
d'un subterfLigQ iwjn honorable/* — Ibid. 

» "*I5b sorta que le Prinoa fu#!t »a9ert]i,ii§ 
d'onlx quelle yivroit critbollc^quement ee 
mnriimtavec (ul." — Letber t>f Marg. of Fiunuik 
Ryiflonb.p 2G1. 

« HoifFenherf, SCL 

t Ibid., 2(M, 

« Ibid., t^ 
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being, thiit the negotlatioiLs were pro- 
ceeding more earueatij" than e^er.* 

NotMng could be more helpleaa and 
more clmriMitemtic tbaa the letter 
which Philip Beat, thua pushed for a 
deoieioD. " You wrote luej," eaid he, 
'' thai jeu bad bopea that tbie matter 
ol the Priuce'^fi marriiige would go no 
furtber^ and seeing that you did not 
write of tener on the Bubject, I thought 
certoinlj thiJit It had been terminated. 
Thia plfiafied me not a little, because it 
wiLB tbe best thing that could he done. 
Likewise/* continued the most tautolo- 
gical of monarchic " I was mtich pleased 
that it should be done* Nevertbdess," 
he added, ** if the marriage iii to be pro- 
ceeded with, / T^aMif doni ib«(no what 
to tap id>o^t U, except to r&f er it to my 
mster, inaam^eh as a person being upon 
the spot can Bee better wbat can. be 
done with reg^ard to it ; whether it be 
po^ble to prevent It^ or whether it be 
best, if there be no remedyj to give 
penmsdoD. But if there be a remedy, 
it would be better to take it, becau&e/' 
concluded the King, pathetically, "I 
don't Bee bow the Priuce could think 
of marrying with the daughter of the 
man who did to bis Majesty, now in 
glory, that whkb Duke Maunce did" ' 

Armed with tbla hnninouB Kspistle, 
wbiehj il it meiitnt anything* m^nt a 
reluctant a^^rmittion to the demand of 
the Prince for the royal consent, the 
Hegcut and Granvelle proceeded to 
summoii William of Orange, and to 
catechiee him in a manner most galling 
to hia pride, and with a latitude not at 
all j uBti&ed by any reaaonable interpre- 
tation of the royal iufltmctiona." They 
even Luformed him that his Majesty 
had oaaembled "certain persoDB learned 
in cases of conscience and veraed in 
theology/' according to whose advice a 
final tCsGiaion, not yet pofidbk, would 
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hs given at some future penod^^ This 
assembly of learned conacience-k*eepeta 
and theoIogiauA had no existence cave 
Lu the imagiimtiona of Granvelle and 
Margaret, The King's letter^ blitid 
and bluodering &a it waa, gjivc the 
Duche&a the right to decide in the af- 
&'maUve on her own responsihdi^; 
yet fictions like these formed a part of 
the '^ dissimulation/^ which waa ac- 
counted prof omid statesniaiiEhip by the 
disciples of Macchiavelli The Prince; 
however irritated, maintained hlasteadi- 
ness, assured the Eegent that the ne- 
gotiatioQ liad advanoed too far to be 
abaudoned, and repeated hk assuianoa. 
that the future PrLncesa of Orunge i 
to '' live as a Catholic" 

In December 1560, William madfirl 
a visit to Dresden, where he waa i 
ceived by the Elector with great cc 
diality. This visit wa# eonelusive a^ 
to the marriage. The appearance and 
aceompUahmeuta of the distuigui^hed 
suitor made a profound impression 
upon the lady. Her heart was (mr^ 
ried by gtorm. Finding, of fancy ii^ 
herself » very desperately enamoured k 
the propoBed bridegroom, she 
manifested as much eagerness for 
marriuge as did her uncle, and ex- 
preased herself fretjuently with the_ 
violence which belonged to her c 
ter. **What Qod had decreed/' sh^ 
said, *^ the devil should not hinder," ^i 

The Prince was said to have ex 
bited much diligence in hia attention I 
the services of the Proteatmit Church 
during his vifltt at Dreadein.* As that_ 
visit lasted, however^ but ten or elovej 
days, there waa no great opportumtjl 
for shewing much &eal^ 

At the same period one WO] 
Kjiuttel was despatched by Orange \ 
the forlorn hope of gaijung the ob 
Landgrave a consent, without inokln 



» Fsiplera d'Btat* vl. 169, 170. 

> **Voa me eciivletea que teoladti^ eflpo- 
nui9a quo noi pfr^iaariri udelAttte la ptatica dal 
ca&amiQnta d(S Prinetpo d'Omnee, yeon vt^r 
quo no By mc scrivia mtm della, yo ptuse 
f^iiirbo ^iie IuivIb {^Liuaik, du que im tioig->ivai 
jioco por quo I'uora lo mi^or ^ to qua yo bol- 
gariftliartft que go hi7iotAi : n^m »i todavm 
IMisfla odolaute xia *s quo mo dezir en ello, 
iiQD mmitirla 1 mi uerranuj^ puca cdduo 
quiAQ mhs. Babro nl iieffixdo, vera luejor ici 
que 00 podi-abajctir m. m^ o «1 fl^ pvOiTi e^tor- 



vnr, y qwmdo no Imviere otro remwiii3i dajf 

la lictinum : m^ quaudo U hu.\\is^^u, bwht !i> 

mqjor tomor I9 porque no s*^ . ' 

procor C!ft8af90 cil priiicipe con ! 

nlsuj con su tm^estud, que hii% 1 . 

que ii\ Duqua Maurida/'^Fopit^i^ d'£t< 

irL 17fi. \n. 

* Bakbuyion, 41, 42, 

* Ibid. 

* '' Wufl G<)tn ausen^bau wend* der Teur«| 
nidht wehren-" — Bott^ger, \Ql, 

« Bot%or, Mu f Bftkhuyiau, ei 
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iij vital oonceaiions, " Will tlie 
afiked the Latidgrav^e^ **per* 
[it dj granddaughter t(> have an 
lical ptettcher in the house T' 
*Ko,'* answered KnutteL " Maj she 
&t \&Hfft receive the sEiCimtDent of the 
Supper in her own ohamber, 
Qg to the Lutheran form ? '* 
' amwered Knnttelj, " neither in 
lor anywhere else in the Ne- 
berlandfi. li i^Jie imperatively re- 
quirea such fti^crainetitfl* she must go 
over the border for them, to tiie neiirest 
Protectant aoveraign.** * 

Upcin the 14th April Ififil, the 
^ector> returDing to ^b ch8j;ge^ 
caused & little nnte to he drawn up 
tfafli reJigioiiB pointy 'which he for- 
warded, in the hope that the Prince 
idd copy and «igD it He added a 
Riee thnt the memorandum sbould 
p^vcr be mmiii public to the sij^ner's 
rantagtr." At the same "time he 
Ted to Count Louis, verbally, 
I had been satiBfied with tho 
I mode by the Prinoe when 

J. upon all pointa, t^rcept that 

t4fig rclj'ffi&ti. He thenpfore felt 

ibliged to beg for a little agretnncnt 

liting," * *' Bj no meana I by no 

1 ! " interrupted Louis, prtjioptly ^ 

very firat word; **the Prince 

give yoTir iUeetora! Higbnesa no 

h aitsiu'aiioe. 'Twould be riskiDg 

t'fr, hmtmr, and fortuoe to do so, as 

jroUT pmco m well aware,^ The Elector 

" that the declaration, if signed, 

7er enttie iiito the SptmiBb 

\d bands, and ingiflted upon 

bg it to the Prince.* Louis, in a 

f to hi* brother, charaeterised the 

Dent aa " ffingular^ prolix^ and 

iul," and strongly advised the Prince 

Tto hare nothing to do with it.^ 

This note, which the Prinee was 

i Teqvteetisd to sign, &ud widch hiu 

V^rollier Louk tl;ti« strefiuouslj adriaed 

pum nf jt to aign, the Prince nerer did 

H^n. Its tenor wae to the foDowing 



I ^M-lrngt do flich doF 

..:icrut bflft allhtti £iv 

. I a t iiti guT wol XV, frideu uiid 

I ' y bleibcti aiitfjrenfimwen «o 

- „ 'ijelanget* eo mue?. kh cine 



Sfemorandum. 



157 



efibct^ — The Princess, after marriage, 
was neither by menace nor perauaaion, 
to be turned fixing the true and pure 
Word of Qod^ or the nae of the sacra- 
vnent acoording to the doctrinetf of the 
Augsburg CouteBsiDti, The Prince waa 
to fillow her to i^ead bookia written in 
jiccrdrtlanco with the Augsburg Con- 
fess ion. The Prince was to permit 
her, as often^ annually, as she required 
it, to go out of tlie Netberlanda to aome 
plaoe where she eould receive the aao- 
ramertt according to the Augsbujg 
OoDlessicvn. In case nhe were in ^ick- 
neae or perila of chil<lbirtb, the Prince^ 
if neceseaty, would call to bcr an evan- 
gelical preacher, who might adminifiter 
to her the holy sacrament in ber cham- 
ber. The childi-en who might spring 
from the marriage were to be instruct- 
ed as to the doctrines of the Augsburg 
Confession." "^ 

ETon if executed, thia oelebrated 
memcjrandum would bardly have been 
at variance with the declarations made 
by the Prince to the Spanish goT«m- 
ment. He had never pretended that 
hie bride was to beoome a Catholic, 
but only to live as a Catholic. All 
that he had promieed, or wbb expected 
U> promise, was that his wife should 
conform to the law in tbe Wetherlanda. 
The paper, in a general way, reeog- 
nisied that law. In case of abgnlute 
neeessil^, howeTer, it was atipnlated 
that the Princess ^ould have the ad- 
vaiit^ge of priTate saaraments. This 
certainly would have been a mortal 
offence in a Calvin i^t orAnabaptiBt, but 
for Luthentns tbe practice tad nover 
been bo strict. Moreover, tlie Prince 
already repudiated tho doctrines of the 
edictBj, and rebelled against tbe com- 
mand to administer them within his 
governnaent A general promise, l^ere- 
fore, made by him privately, in the 
Ben«e of the mcmonmdum drawn up 
by the Elector^wonld have been neither 
hypocritical nor decmtftil, but worthy 

ArcbiToa, etc., t 100. Letter of Loula de 
NiMiaXL 

* Archives et CorrePTOndimTO, t 100^ 301, 

* Ihid. * lbi*U 

t The nDte hm been ftftcn pubHehed : V, e. 
^, Grocn t. Printt., ArtliivtJB«t CoTn;:fip''ind- 
ttuce, L ie2» IC». Bftkhuyjfeiai, Met HiiWqlijt^ 
ate , 76, 7e- 
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t^ SQpi wlm l^cifcad over poc^ gvovd- 
Bog hadi «B Qisavelte snd Flulip na 
ilw one ndct or Ai^gustnA of S&£imj 
40 tlie otimv »mI cslliDiited tbdr t»- 

were woitlL A fannal doeumeDip 
]iowvv«r, teekmiallj aoeoivdiii^ all 
thtin ^*''*fc«M* mads li^ ths KLector^ 
V0dM fiert^tnlj be re^uded bj tlie 
^ ~ L goyerEunent ah a Tery culpaible 

Tb© Piriiice never bigned 
tii6 iiAte*^ bui fti we dull hftveoccasioii 
to il»te in iti pnrper piMe, lie gi&Te a 
irarial deebf^oD, &TOii]i&ble to ite 
teoor, but m veiy yagne and brief 
fetmai, Isetee a notaij, on ih^ day of 
ttu fuaniage. 

If tike raider b« df ppituon tliat too 
niueli time baa been expendeid apon 
the tslncUlatioR of Ibia point,, ha fihonld 
roirjeinber tliat tbe cbajscter of a great 
and good man is too predous a pofisea- 
nitm of bifitoiy to be ligbtlj abaiidoQed, 
It ia rjf DO gr«at eonaequ^ic^ to aacer^ 
tain \hit precise csiieed of Angyitua of 
gaiuny, or of bia nieee ; it Ja of com- 
pomtivelf little moment to fix the 
point at which William of Orange 
oea«ed to be an honeet but liberal 
Catholio, ami opened hia heart to the 
light of the E&foEmatton^ but it ie of 
w&rj graye intereat thai bia name 
ahould be cleared of the charge of de- 
liberate fraud and hypocriHy. It has 
therefore been thought neoesaary to 

* TKidhiiaalwayilbeied a dianiitei:] question. 
The oiiinjon mftn genomUy ontcnain^, 
mrtleiiLcbrly by the ^naTiiies of Willljini, i* 
IhAt ha did ^gb IL M. Bukhuyzea (iS, 
•<l*i)K almir«tflloi>e, malxiiiiliLa the ctiutraiy, 
a'jTiin«tt rimtiy diAtinpnii^he^ jniljlicbts ; and, 
sluiV It etTi:>ni^ chfUn of am'rUmrttaTitl^l evi- 
deuce to make lii« pceitioa an flrtn ana hb^- 
tjV{] usudlly can bo modo. arri vm at the imi- 
cIumIoii thi^t a al^od and ftcrtk-rfl ddi^umout 
to ilmt efftjcrt Haver will be round (p. S6). I 
am liiirtun^tcly ablo to attcut the acciimcy of 
liih r? I't-i-u-i iiDJumeint. and to prove tlie ijo- 

A' he test of a. notariaJ instni- 

111 : tm tbc24thof AiitruBt 3561, 

bi rid five p.m.; just befiine tht 

111 .uiy (a doijiifiiei^t atill eiiat- 

ifci^ I -d ArtidvflB nl DrofwlQtj,*iiad 

piiUiii]it>d ill Hid first edition of thia work)^ 
the Elec!tr^^ bijfiitlflod thiit the Prince ncpor 
Wfiiilfi mill neviST did consent to mnko mich 
ni) hoh>KTn[jhic, q)[;j]Q(| Eiiid scakd ini*tri.j- 
in«ilt iia tlio 0^10 in qijEstion. WhjvttiVer may 
lie tbo opitjion formed as tc» the g^norrU iia- 
tum Gf t^« truiiBoctioii, nci oaG leCM» Atttb 
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the Prince 
nfnrer gBTe, in Dreeden or Cassel, any^ 
aflpmance inooraeiBteixt witb him as^Q 
ti(M» to KijMg aztd CardinaL The whoU 
tooeof his laQgoage^iiddBiiieaiiotir on 
the lelJ^DUs nabject wm exhibited m 
hia rep!^ to the Electre^ who, imme- 
diately aft^ the marriage^ entreated 
that he wonld not perrert her niece 
from the pathe of the true religioii. 
'* She fibajl not be tTonbled^** ^d the 
Frinoe, *' with meh ineboeho! j thin^ 
Iiutead of boly writ ehe ahall r^d 
' Atrtiuita de Gaule^' md sm^ booka of 
pastime whldi diaooune dt amort ; and 
xoatead of knlttiiig aod aewiog ahe shall 
1^^^ to dance a ^aUuirdt^ and sndi 
rmrtoineff aa are the mode of oar ootmtzy 
and anitable to her rank.'* ' 

The reply waa carele^ flippant^ 
almoat eoutemptuoufi. It ja veiy oer* 
tain that William of Orange was not 
yet the "father William" he ^ 
tined to become — grave, eelf-aacri£cy 
deeply re%iou% heroic i but it 
eqiiallj eriidraLt from thia la 
tluat ne bad amall aympathy, either i 
publie oj private^ with Luthen 
or theolegical controver»y. Landgravi 
WHliatn waa not £ar &om r%ht| ^ 
he added, in hla quaint etyl% 

recalling this wdl-known repfy, ' , 

grace will obeerre, there fore, that ^Q 
the abbot haa diee in hJa pockety T 
convent will play/* ' 

ram pretend that tifs Pritaca of Oroli^ e2.d 
ctit^d the rtftCTiTuciiat in the manner to whi« 
he was requested to exficuto it» — ^V* ] 

* Extracta frcnn thia letter fof Lnnilflnndl 
William, sim of Philip) ha^is bi.'*?n j^nW ' 
by BottigKjr juid oibera, ^ 

origiuiil in the Roj^ Ar 
partly m the liandwrltini,- 
' Wafl er nun daifnulT E. L. licinm, 
wortatt dns i*t beydeiui H L, bowusat^ nea 
blleh, daa er aie mtt d*?n melfincolisch« 
Dinsrcn nicht ' ' '" ^ mdoi 

Meann HtAtt ■ ■ii^dt} 

Gatito und yU ■■ i her, 

die de AmorBtriL-tirtt.li I • '% \ 

strlckona iindt niihonn^ 
tzenn Ternen solte nnd d*: 1 
wio sokho gtwa der Lwvac ji-eiuiimju. uua^ 
wol ateudig." 

* M8. Drcideiii ArehivoA.— "Xmii In 
E. L. auBruchten, wiiriFi dor ^ •\\ 
troBftt, daj* dom &mvent dins 
loubtt," The Latidgriivii waa il? ^ 1 : 
ol' homely proverbi as B^nobo Foiuuk 
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S<5 gradt wan the e^tdteroent at the 

little eoart of Coea^l, that many Prn> 

at prmces and nobles decUred 

'they would eoofsusr gire their 

to a boor or a ffwioeherd 

► to a Papist.**^ The LaudgraYe 

was ©qiially "vigoroua in his prottjet, 

drawn up in due form on the 2t(th 

Lpril 1561. Hei woe uot used^ he 

* to flatter or to tickle with % f ox- 

> He WJLB sorrj if his hyiguage 

l^ve offeooe^ itevertheleaa "the nuy> 

& was odioufj &nd th&t was enough." >* 

le had no eepecijil objection to the 

Qce, " who bt^fore the world waa a 

brave and honourable man.** He ©ajj- 

ded that hia estateB were large, al- 

bough he hinted that biB dtibte also 

J were ample; allowed, that he liTed in 

|irmgnitieent atyle, had even heard " of 

tie of \m banquette » where aU the 

ftMedi^ths, platea^ and eiverytbing elfle^ 

^►^ of HUgar," ^ b\it thought he 

v^n a little too extravEigaut ; 

LJLiig, after a good deal of skimble- 

^1e of this nature, with ** proteat- 

sforfi Ood, the world, and all 

Christiana, that be was not re- 

rwble for the marriag^o, but only 

he Klectof AngufltUB and others, who 

IttieTefore would one day have to ren- 

count thereof to the Lord," * 

tttime the wedding bat! been 

tVi take place on Sunday^ the 24th 

It^guat 1561. This wae St Bartholo- 

n*w*s: a nuptial day which waa not 

' f ► be a happy one in the aix- 

itury. The Landgrave and 

mv declined to be present at the 

l^edding, but a large and brilliant cftni- 

nj were invited. The Kiug of %imm 

nt a bill of exchange to the iiegent, 

ahe might purtbaise a ring worth 

hree thoiusmd crowns, as % present on 

part to the bride.^ Besides this 
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among the moat diMinguiahed noblea 
to represent him on the occasion. The 
Baruu dw Montignyj accordingly, with 
a brilliant company of gentlemen^ waa 
deputed by the Duchess, although she 
declined Bending all the governors of 
the provinces, according to the request 
of the Prince/ The marriage waa to 
take place at Lelpeic A slight picture 
of the wedding f est ivi ties, derived en- 
tirely from unpublished aources, may 
giv^e eome inaigm into the manners and 
eufltoniB of high life in Germany and 
the Netherlands at this epoch.® 

The Kings of Spain and Denmark 
were invited, and were repreaented by 
speoial ambosiadors. The Dukea of 
Brumrwick, Lauenbut^g, Mecklenburg, 
the Elector and Margraves of Branden- 
burg* the Arcbbiahop of Cologne* the 
DuKe of Clef^ea* the Biahops of Naura- 
buTg, Menaburg, Meissen, vrith many 
other potentates, accepted the invita- 
tifjua, and came generally in person, a 
few only being reproeonted by envoya 
The town-councils of Erfurt, Leipsic,, 
MiLgdeburg, and other citiea^^ were also 
bidden. The bridegroora was pergon- 
ally accompanied by his brothers John, 
AdolphuH, and Louis; by the Burene^ 
the Leuchtenberga, and yariouft other 
distinguished personages, 

Ab the electoral residence at Leipdc 
was not complet-ely finished, separate 
dwelUnga were arranged for each of the 
SLSvereign families inTited, in private 
bouses, mostly on the market-place. 
Here they were to be fnmiahedwith 
provisions by the Elector's officials, 
but they were to cook fi:jr theraBelvea, 
For this pitrpoae aU the princes ba<t 
been requested U> bring their own cooks 
and butlers, together with their plate 
and kitchen utensils. The sovereigns 
themselves were to dine daily with the 



evifjenco that his opposition to ] Elector at the town-bouse, but the at- 



rinj^e waa withdrawn, he autho- 
Ihi^ Biatcr to appoint enToys from 



* V. ttoiniiial in Botti|»^r, 102, 

- ' %^ r. i f . r ,, n. , . Ti r ir -, i f n 5tua f iicb »ieh went- 
n,"— Bottigcr, 1{|4, 
im, darumb woLjcq, 
.,,.,..„- w, L. ,^. .. ..ii^aejj."— Ibid. 

* liiKl, lew. 

• Ibid, im, 

* C^Ttvt^poedimcc da Mnrguatite d*Au- 



tendautfi nxi^ auite were to take their 
meals in their own lodgings, A bril- 

if fbid, 2S8. 

* Thens are mnny papers nnd docnracnt* 
In tlio Hnytd ArahlvGfl nf Dr^sdoii relating to 
this cclLibnitcd maniwo. Tlie c^pllottitiii 
which I \\WFQ priiiclpallj confitiUM fur the 
liJkvwitifi iit^coiiut is atitkldd, '* ActJi dea 
JViiLjcn Uu Urivnieun und Frawldii AniiL-r* 
tKu ir^xcii IWylrtgcr, Ififtl,'* It it cndiMiIy 
unpublished. 
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liant collection of gentlemen and pages, 
appointed by the Elector to wait at his 
table, were ordered to assemble at 
Leipsic on the 22d, the guests having 
been all invited for the 23d. Many 
regulations were given to these noble 
youths, that they might discharge their 
duties with befitting decorum. Among 
other orders, they received particular 
injunctions that they were to abstain 
from all drinking among themselves, 
and from all riotous conduct whatever, 
while the sovereigns and potentates 
should be at dinner. " It would be a 
shameful indecency," it was ui^ed, *' if 
the great people sitting at table should 
be unable to hear themselves talk on 
account of the screaming of the attend- 
ants."^ This provision did not seem 
unreasonable. They were also in- 
structed, that if invited to drink by any 
personage at the great tables, they were 
respectfully to decline the challenge, 
and to explain the cause after the 
repast. 

Particular arrangements were also 
made for the safety of the city. Besides 
the regular guard of Leipsic, two hun- 
dred and twenty arquebusiers, spears- 
men, and halberdmen, were ordered 
from the neighbouring towns. These 
were to be all dressed in uniform; one 
arm, side, and leg in black, and the other 
in yellow, according to a painting distri- 
buted beforehand to the various autho- 
rities. As a mounted patrole, Leipsic 
had a regular force of turo men. These 
were now increased to ten, and received 
orders to ride with their lanterns up 
and down all the streets and lanes, to 
accost all {persons whom they might 
find abroad without lights in their 
hands, to ask them their business in 
courteous language, and at the same 
time to see generally to the peace and 
safety of the town.* Fifty arquebusiers 

1 *' Ptisz diosclbon in dem Essgemacheauf 
tlem Ruthluuiso Jc8 Zutrinkeiis uud .illen 
i5tt*chivi wSUivud der onlentlichen M.ihl- 
r.oiteu sioh outlialtcn soUteu. iiidem dies 
iiioht allien Uuv>rduun^ und Mongrel ia der 
Aufwartuiv^ vonirsaohe. sondem duck t$ tin \ 
*i"/i»fi4/^rftcier UilvUtand »ei, wcnn die firm- ; 
don Htfmk'hatleii an der Tatel vor dem ' 
(ir.'C^iYi -Ur l'in<t kfudiH iArei^es wort nieht 
luitviikoimt«ii,'*«tc.— MS. Drvaden ArchiTcs^ 
uUi »iip. I 
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were appointed to protect the town- 
house, and a burgher watch of six 
hundred were distributed in diiSerent 
quarters, especially to guard against 
fire. 

On Saturday, the day before the 
wedding, the guests had all arrived at 
Leipsic, and the Prince of Orange, with 
his friends, at Menebuig. On Sunday, 
the 24th August, the* Elector, at the 
head of his guests and attendants, in 
splendid array, rode forth to receive 
the bridegroom. His cavalcade num- 
bered four thousand William of 
Orange had arrived, accompanied by 
one thousand mounted men. The 
whole troop now entered the city to- 
gether, escorting the Prince to the 
town-house. Here he dismounted, and 
was received on the staircase by the 
Princess Anna, attended by her ladies. 
She immediately afterwards withdrew 
to her apartments. 

It was at this point, between four and 
five P.M., liiat the Elector and Electreas, 
with the bride and bridegroom, accom- 
panied also by the Dame Sophia von 
MUtitz and the Councillors Hans von 
Ponika and Ubrich WoltersdorfiP upon 
one side, and by Count John of Nassau 
and Heinrich von Wiltbei^g upon the 
I other, as witnesses, {^peu«d before 
Wolf Seidel, notary, in a comer room 
of the upper storey of the town-house. 
One of the councillors, on the part of 
I the Elector, then addressed the bride- 
' groom. He observed that his highness 
would remember, no doubt, the con- 
tents of a memorandimi or billet, sent 
by the Elector on the 14th April of 
that year, by the terms of which the 
Prince was to agree that he would, 
neither by threat nor persuasion, pre-^ 
vent his future wife from continuing 
in the Augsburg Confession; that he 
would allow her to go to places where 



> ** Als Reuterwache hatte der Bath in 
Leipzig xwci Ma»n, dieae wurden bis auf 
sehen mann gebnM^t,um mil ihren Lenchten 
die eine Gasse auf die andere ab 2U reiten 
und die sich auf den Gaasen ohne Licht 
treffen kussen nut fflimji^ieken Worten tu Rede 
ffu MnUin, dabei anch aof das Feuergute Acht 
lu baben."— MS. Dresden Archives, ubi sup. 

The r^^lations have a remarkable resem- 
blance to Dogberry's izistructions to his 
watch. 
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she might receive the Augsburg sacra- 
ments; that in case of extreme need 
she should receive them in her cham- 
ber; and that the children who might 
spring from the marriage should be 
instructed as to the Augsburg doc- 
trines. Ab, however, continued the 
councillor, his highness the Prince of 
Orange has, for various reasons, de- 
clined giving any such agreement in 
writing, as therefore it had been ar- 
ranged that before the marriage cere- 
mony the Prince should, in the presence 
of the bride and other witnesses, make 
a verbal promise on the subject, .and as 
the parties were now to be immediately 
united in marriage, therefore the Elec- 
tor had no doubt that the Prince would 
make no objection in presence of those 
witnesses to give his consent to main- 
tain the agreements comprised in the 
memorandum or note. The note was 
then read. Thereupon, the Prince 
answered verbally : " Gracious Elector, 
I remember the writing which you sent 
me on the 14th April All the points 
just narrated by the Doctor were con- 
tained in it. I now state to your high- 
ness that I will keep it all as becomes 
a prince, and conform to it." There- 
upon he gave the Elector his hand.^ 
. What now was the amount and 
meaning of this promise on the part of 
the Pmice? Almost nothing. He 
would conform to the demands of the 
Elector, exactly as he had hitherto said 
he would conform to them. Taken in^ 
connexion with his steady objections to 
sign and seal any instrument on the 
subject — ^with his distinct refusal to the 
Landgrave (through Enuttel) to allow 
the IMncess an evangelical preacher or 
to receive the sacraments in the Nether- 
lands — with the vehement, formal, and 
puUic protest, on the part of the Land- 
grave, against the marriage — with the 
Prince's declarations to the Elector at 
Dresden, which were satisfactory on all 
points save the religious point—what 
tnaaning could this Verbal promise 
have, save that the Prince would do 

X " Gnedlger churftirst, ich kann mich dcs 
fchrdbens das mir, e. g., diescr sachen halben 
under obcbemeltem date gabcn freundtlich 
nnd wol eiinnem, das alio die punct so der 
bcr Doctor itzunt erzelt dorinne begriffen, 
VOL. L 
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exactly as much with regard to the 
religious question as he had always 
promised, and no more ? This was pre- 
cisely what did happen. There was no 
pretence on the part of the Elector, 
afterwards, that any other arrangement 
had been contemplated. The fiincess 
lived Catholically from the moment of 
her marriage, exactly as Orange had 
stated to the Duchess Margaret, and as 
the Elector knew would be the case. 
The first and the following children 
bom of the marriage were baptized by 
Catholic priests, with very elaborate 
Cutholic ceremonies, and this with the 
full consent of the ^lector, who sent 
deputies and officiated as sponsor on 
one remarkable occasion. 

Who, of all those guileless lambs, 
then, Philip of Spain, the Elector of 
Saxony, or Cardinal Granvelle, had 
been deceived by the language or ac- 
tions of the Prince? Not one. It 
may be boldly asserted that the Prince, 
placed in a transition epoch, both of 
the age and of his own character, sur- 
roimded by the most artful and intrigu- 
ing personages known to history, and 
involved in a network of most intricate 
and difficult circumstances, acquitted 
himself in a manner as honourable as 
it was prudent. It is difficult to regard 
the notarial instrument otherwise than 
as a memorandum, filed rather by Au- 
gustus than by William, in order to 
put upon record, for his own justifica- 
tion, his repeated though unsuccessful 
efiforts to procure from the Prince a 
regularly signed, sealed, and holo- 
graphic act, upon the points stated in 
the famous note. 

After the delay occasioned by these 
private formalities, the bridal proces- 
sion, headed by the court musicians, 
followed by the court marshals, coun- 
cillors, great officers of state, and the 
electoral family, entered the grand hall 
of the town-house. The nuptiad cere- 
mony was then performed by "the 
Superintendent Doctor Pfeffinger." 
Immediately afterwards, and in the 



und thu, e. g.y biemit zue sagonn das ich 
solchs alios furstlich wil haldon tmd dem 
nach kommen, und hat solchs hieraufS. Ch. 
G. mit hand gebonden treu bewilligtt uud 
zugesagt."— MS. Dresden Archives. 
L 
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nir.. r ■» 'VTi ijij:i:na. •>! the fo»i- 
hj r:::r.ir ^u'Vi^T^r. i pr:ciBsion 
r.-.-*i: ir, *»i«- in :" :L«:i:fc -o drnduct 
i\---.uL.T*.ei :rit^ui ".;■ ^e chnrch 
>•'. !i- JU-. -Ji-ir* 7.: receive an 
7-v.l T zjL- r..iZL' ■ c la 1 b«i<ed:cti'JiL* 
-■■■■r::.* :t:i:azj.'5s:-f gentlemen, 
f\ */, '.;.';. f A-: .■i.-':*.^ iWrr. I'.'i'j i ZTai' ziZj.':«7 of " nfen, 
i>:r ,.--•; '■ir ;:..:.--: .•^. iii -.r-.-HTe-ers." esc-jrled 
• f. ■ }./■ Kill, h'. /.'■ .'-.r, M.-k.-^.f-Tiv*; *iif: ■rl i-i \r. i -.i:* ": rl iejr»>3m. "^ twelve 
i'.t if.'l''i'nr:'. '»ri j»irf. of tli«: '•:-;'inr*!. w^ir-nz ei:L i scarf of the 
i.f r.ii-.iiy, fv,.t.itiu\y r-'-.'fUi- ^rin^■'-•^•J', Anr.V-? o:I^-:ts, ^th gnlden 
I..' ,i\i'\ Ml'- \>f,(\: it> )i*:r ]i'iy.rAU(\, *•%' ^^'l^Ia:Ki;< Ml ^beir h-^j.>id and lighted 
»,/ri«,n./ iiirri t/> r.]nn<]t \i-.r v. it.h tu'wU t/)r';h*;i in tli-ir LanLs." preceding her 
•II. i| ifiv / ».i#,»i. jiri/|." ry, l«-ay#: h'-r nwliA- to th*; choir. wLere seata had been pro- 
l.fiili'-'l in Ml/- n-'-^.f/ni-wH t.riit.li of Mi's virlol fi>r the more xIliLSErious portion 
li'.l/ i'_ii-.\ti-\ /itifl tJii; li^^lit iiHc of t.ii': of tiir: o"nt{>.iny. The church had been 
»«■!' MiiiMiiU "' iii;i;.Miifi(:e!itiy decke-l in tapeatry, and, 

li-.i' I'liind \n]t]i-A wrrn Ui'l In Uim I .'is thu coiniviny entered, a full orches- 
piiiiM Ii-lII iMiiiii-di.it.i'ly .'ifJ^^rvvinlr'. • tr.i jxjrfonued several fine motettofl. 
I'll li iK-'MiiinMKl.il.iiitr liMi fni"MU. Ah A ft<T listening to a long address from 
MoiMi ri-s Mii' liir:l. fnim-.i' ff t,\v*:iity f'lvr I)r I*fclHii;(t!r, and receiving a blessing 
ili^h'-H liiu) Ih'iii pill. ii|i(Mi Mh! (til iff I iH'foru the siltar, the Piince and Prin- 
lililo. Mil' liii'ln (iiiil liri«li'j;riH.m, lln- ' ci'sh of Onitige returned, with their 
MliM i.it :iiii| r;iirhr'«i. MifS|iaiiiHli ami I ;it.tvn(l;int proceaaiona, to the town- 
l>-iiii-:li riiviiVK iiml f»HnTM, wrrn cm- I houso. 

r>>iti-il I.I H, mill Mm K'iiii|iiri liiy.aii, Aft<T dinner, upon the same and 
hiiniw'. fliii n'|i.i!l. Mil' I-'Ji'i'Iim-'m I'jioir iho Mirce following days, a tournament 
mill til Mill iiMiiM lijiiiilii iliu'iiiintiMl tlii« was lu'ld. The lists were on the 
" iiiiuiK'-:! uiil iiiivit iiu:<«iiiiiu:( fiMiNic." iiiarkot-phice, on the side nearest the 
Tlio tuAAn \.i>i:.il>i h.-tiiili'il ih«< waiiM*. to\vii-lioiirti>; the Klectress and the 
Mip tii|>Lni i. :iitJ Mm \Miu\ Mild I'viM-y otluM' ladii'M looking down from balcony 
Mull.-, \\\-t r.unliiofiHl «li>i'oriMi--lY iuul aiul window to ''rain influence and 
.■i|'piinMuiol\ \i J..I.1H ii.-i tlio tliiiiior adiiidjro the prize." The chief hero 
u »i i«i.>iii-.lii In r» »lo;i\!l»o i;d'l«'.s >\oiv oi tlu'so jousts. according to the ao- 
it.Mivd »\\i>. nid tlio li.dl W:\M\ in ovUMit-s in t ho Archives, was the Eleo- 
M»o in'i.i .»|MitiM.M»t lV»n,o.. i»5v t.'v ft Saxv»ny. He " comported him- 
> t...- ■.]y 111 JMO'*' wi'5o i»oi !,Miii»-d. .I'd".- {i.'!i with suoh ossinH^Lil chivalry" that 
v!i-, l» ■ ,-."'t,\i 4 .uid dunk-." \\k",v I'.is urt.i'.iunl namesake and remote 
i-!i!i d: .'i-.'mm.sI iv.l lis,- l*-.;»li' «»;■•.■ «i.'.vVx»*s.»r. Avipistuft the Strong, could 
\\.-!v tJ-..'ii »-N«ii.iu,v.-d tx» {\w v.\\y^.'..\\ \\\\\V.\ l;.ive «.v:no-jd more knightly 
,!•. i'»'\','' y-.vwos.^ On tlio tirst day he encoun- 

fVo «.•.-. \ •■ : 4,vn»'.nI'-.. <,» ^'•,' I •.•, :x-.\\*. vi*--'?^;o vv\n Wiedeliach, and un- 
«*•.'. »'i . '.-.I'..--' ,". i'-.,- o;.-,'-. V. .1 'V.-,'.* V..".>i-aI \\".\\ sv* hAn^lsomely that the 
*/s.-. ■•'»..• ".'\ '•«. 1 ,'••.;•%■ *".■•.: ■". .-I .•.>.-v'":*-lvV.vV.:or** shoulder was dia- 
V » *..' .'\» . '■ '..; -."■.■ '. .'. .-.i '.v.,- ?.». -.: "..s.itKV, Ov. ::-.:• :.'"..^w:ni:day he tilted 

» v.- "s ■ .-.N .-.y ■•■.. ■ w .■ ,- ; .-.v-' .V • :■< N.:V..-"i* C:-::rch Upon the 

?. • ..s ■•.•- .. V .:•■>: T . f r.- wT-jcv. a» we have 

' • • %; • "."..•.■.• v.s. . ■.> ..- : :•• rjt'^ vp^n tbe proced- 

" ■. .V ..x^. . •;.. •.•■■.• :-':.'- r.»-rVcai up>tn the 

»' * ■•*.■■. \ .. .-. .. V,.,. .■•. % >, ... ..'.■•* v.c :•'«-•* iiars-h. for the 

. :' i .s. .■ N*.\,-. X •.•■>.■'■.■ '.'-•.fc: ivT wkt called tha 

■ • ' ■. • .. ■.-. ■ ■. • •; y::.^c TJkf ' • l>:< liiy ia hosurar 

• ^' .' - ■. v.. «^.s ■. • .-. .-. ...^ — Vf. i'TiMOia' Arcbiven 

• •• . ■ . ..■....'.. .\.: I.. . •.-* ;• : . it.;.-;-.;. ,'•:.:., &tj^w, WW- 
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with Michael von Denstedt, and was 
again victorious, hitting his adversary 
full in the target, and " bearing him 
off over his horse's tail so heatly, that 
the knij^t came down, heels over head, 
upon t& earth." ^ 

On Wednesday, there was what was 
called the palliatoumey.^ The Prince 
of Orangey at the head of six bands, 
amounting in all to twenty-nine men; 
the Maj^grave George of Brandenbui*g, 
with seven bands, comprising thirty- 
four men;, and tho Elector Augustus, 
with one hand of fowr men, besides 
himself, all entered the lists. Lots 
wece drawn for the "gate of honour," 
and gained by the Margrave, who accord- 
ingly defended it with his band. Twenty 
courses- were then run between these 
champions and th& Prince of Orange, 
with his men.. The Brandenburgs 
broke sev^i lances; the Prince's party 
only six, so that Orange was obliged 
to leave the lists discoratited. The ever- 
victorious Augustus then took the field, 
and ran twenty courses against the de- 
fenders, breaking fourteen spears to 
the Barandenburgs' ten. The Margrave, 
thus. djofeated, surrendered the "gate 
of honour" to the elector, who main- 
tained it the rest of the day against all 
comers.. It is fair to suppose, although 
the fact is not recorded, that the Elec- 
tor's original band had received some 
leinforcement.. Otherwise, it would be 
difficult to account for these constant 
victories, except by ascribing more 
than mortal strength, as well as valour, 
to Augustus and his four champions. 
Hia party broke one hundred and fifty- 
six lances, of which nimiber the elector 
himaftlf broke thirty-eight and a half. 
He received the first prize, but declined 
other guerdons adjudged to him.. The 
xeward for the hardest hitting was con- 
ferred on Wolf Von Schonberg, " who 
thrust Kurt Yon Amim clean out of 
the saddle, so that he fell against the 
htniers. ' 

On Thursday was the riding at the 
nug. The knights who partook of this 
ipwi wore various strange garbs over 



* ■^-— Undihnsogeschwindledighintem 
Sebwsnts herabgeraunt das er eher mit dem 
"Bofie als mit dem Fuessen ziur Erde gekom- 
men ist."— 1I& Dresden Archives^ ubi sup. 



their armour. Some were disguised as 
hussars, some as miners, some as lans- 
quenettes; others as Tartans, pilgrims, . 
fools, bird-catchers, hunters, monks,, 
peasants, or Netherland cuirassiers.. 
Each party was attended by a. party 
of musicians, attired in similar cos- 
tume. Moreover, Count Qunter Von 
Schwartzburg made his appearance in 
the lists,, accompanied " by five remark- 
able giants of wonderful proportions 
and appearance^ very ludicrous to be- 
hold, who performed aU kind of. odd 
antics on horseback." 

The next day there was a foot tourney, 
followed in the evening by "mumme- 
ries," or masquerades. These masques 
were repeated on the following evening, 
and afforded great entertainment. The 
costumes were magnificent, " with 
golden and pearl embroidery," the 
dances were very merry and artistic, 
and the musicians, who formed a part 
of the company, exhibited remarkable 
talent. These "mummeries" had been, 
brought by William of Orange from, 
the Netherlands, at the express request 
of the Elector, on the ground that 
such matters were much better under- 
stood in the provinces than in Ger-. 
many. 

Such is a slight sketch of the revels 
by which this ill-fated Bartholomew 
marriage was celebrated. While Wil- 
liam of Orange was thus employed in 
Germany, Qranvelle seized the oppor- 
tunity to make his entry into the city 
of Mechlin, as archbishop; believing 
that such a step would be better ac- 
complished in the absence of the Prince 
from the country.* The Cardinal found 
no one in the city to welcome him. 
None of the great nobles were there.' 
The_people looked upon the procession 
with silent hatred. No man cried, God 
bless him. He wrote to the King that 
he should push forward the whole 
matter of bishoprics as fast as possible, 
adding the ridiculous assertion that 
the opposition came entirely from the 
nobiUty, and that " if the seigniors did 
not talk so much, not a man of the 

2 *' Pallia Reiinen."— MS. ubi sup. 

« MS. ubi Sim. 

* Papiers d'Etat, vi. 832. 

A Hopper, Bee. et Mem., ciii. 24. 



[1.561. 



--Z- -J.:? iL.'^.v. — fr? to receive a 
."^1 ■• "11 - : thr il'.-er revenues, 
~^z '.—- r^n-viz. Irr -K-is z... belong to 
•-1- ji. --.-.-. I.-. " rr:hrr with a con- 
--^.-.- - t 'Ir-r T-./i.: to elect their 
n ._ -> f • rLn-iie. L-.wever, to 
-_ \-_ - .-..-: Tir rriy-ective pre- 
-•.r-r : ■LT.r li '.^.irr.' TLu3 waa the 
-■_=•. -'.1 1.. -."Tcr j^-Ttlc-i in Brabant. 
'.z z. .~ z tLr -iht-r I'i^lioprica the 
-rv •!.-_.: .r.T' — rr>f tr^.-t-e<l with dia- 
T— 7r-.- > -.'_f- z.W'l-t iheir entrance 
.IT :1 r .r . .1.-: j«. - Lilt ihev experienced 
- ilT« -. ■ ^.:-. r. xni diiri'vance on 
•.-■z—-:^.: z : Jif :--«session of the 









-.:-■- -f :::? :=«t::u*:cn— The 
:. •. : \-.:r.rr:.Ui'.»— The Pajvil 
::.-: r u : : : r.< :-^ the inqiiutitorv 
•.-.>.■* ».: ':::« &'.a:mer of pro- 
■.■.;: :^ ■ :" Grriiivelle — Favo:.u 
." r :*«■*" — SvTers meamircs 
•. ^ — «.imi.Te'.*.v> insinuations 
L'^Torsa". h-iirs»i towar.i* the 
: C-r.-.-Tillt — FLilip taxes the 
;-; — >:.-.:::.:••:' t*.e Kni^'htsof 
•'■■ r. -■ e i>«Vi:i8 f-r si.^ppHc* — 
:'.:■ : r> *;t:c«n to Gruivcli<y-- 
» r -:." :.: atA otht-r Scigninn 
--.vri:»;.i;:ui^jas in Spain — Un- 



-'..::::. A? scr.-?s the bright plains of 
M.t'.v. "u ben the .-vji is rising, the vajjt 
\ y7r.'::.:."..»l ^ha.l-^w of M^Hint Etna is 
vi.rr.itt^'.y r.r.-.i vi-iibly projected — ^the 
•. '....:•.:.::. ■ : that ever-present enemy, 
v.L.cli I. '.As r.re and devastation in its 
'•.«*.::: — j;.'. in the morning hour of 
F ••.:'.:: '< rt?: jn. the shadow of the inqui- 
>:::.r. w.-v* cAct fn^ni afar acrosa those 
^^ .u--:i :".^:«i smiling provinces — a spectre 
r.-.<.:k*.ci::j r.ercer flames and wider de- 
* . '..::: r. : iiAr. those which mere physical 
.•.cc"v.i!;i» oni:*l ever compass. 

There has Iven a good deal of some' 
wV..\: s\;;->erdiunis discussion concerning 
::-.c vii:*ereut kinds of inquisition. The 
o".>TiT]et:on drawn between the papal* 
the episoi>pal. and the Spanish inquisi- 
tions, did not. in the sixteenth century, 

« R^r. i £S. 

3 llvX'tO, i. 37. Dor. Hopper. 89. 
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convinoe many imsopliiBticated minds 
of the merits of the establishment in 
any of its shapes. However classified 
or entitled, it was a machine for in- 
quiring into a man's thoughts, and for 
burning him if the result was not 
satisfactory. 

The Spanish Inquisition, strictly so 
called, that is to say, the modem or 
later institution established by Pope 
Alexander the Sixth and Ferdinand the 
Catiiolic, was doubtless invested with 
a more complete apparatus for inflict- 
ing human misery, and for appalling 
human imagination, than any of the 
otiier less artfully arranged inquisi- 
tions, whether papal or episcopal. It 
had been originally devised for Jews or 
Moors, whom, the Christianity of the 
age did not regard as human beings, 
but who could not be banished without 
depopulating certain districts. It was 
soon, however, extended from pagans 
.to heretics. The Dominican Torque- 
mada was the first Moloch to be placed 
upon this pedestal of blood and fire, 
and from iiiat day forward the " Holy 
Office" was almost exclusively in the 
hands of that band of brothers. In the 
eighteen years of Torquemada's admi- 
nistntion, ten thousand two hundred 
and twenty individuals were burned 
alive, and ninety-seven thousand three 
hundred and twenty-one punished with 
in&my, confiscation of property, or 
perpetual imprisonment, so that the 
total number of families destroyed by 
tins one friar ^one amounted to one 
hundred and fourteen thoiisand four 
hundred and one.^ In course of time 
the jurisdiction of the office was ex- 
tended. It taught the savages of India 
and America to shudder at the name of 
Ghriatianity. The fear of its introduc- 
tian froze the earlier heretics of Italy, 
F^eance, and Germany into orthodoxy. 
It was a court owning allegiance to no 
temporal authority, superior to all other 
tribunals. It was a bench of monks 
viiliout appeal, having its familiars in 
evuy house, diving into the secrets of 
evuy fireside, judging, and executing 
iti horrible decrees without responsi- 
HUtj. It condemned not deeds, but 
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thoughts. It affected to descend into 
individual conscience, and to punish 
the crimes which it pretended to dis- 
cover. Its process was reduced to a 
horrible simplicity. It arrested on 
suspicion, tortured till confession, and 
then pimished by fire. Two witnesses, 
and those to separate facts, were suffi- 
cient to consign the victim to a loath" 
some dungeon. Here he was sparingly 
supplied with food, forbidden to speak, 
or even to sing — to which pastime it 
could hardly be thought he would feel 
much inclination — and then left to 
himself, till famine and misery should 
break his spirit. When that time was 
supposed to have arrived he was ex- 
amined. Did he confess, and forswear 
his heresy, whether actually innocent 
or not, he might then assume the sacred 
shirt, and escape with confiscation of 
all his propertyr Did he persist in the 
avowal of kis innocence, two witnesses 
sent him to the stake, one witness to 
the rack. He was informed of the tes- 
timony against him, but never con- 
fronted with the witness. . That accuser 
might be his son, father, or the wife of 
his bosom, for all were enjoined, under 
the death-penalty, to inform the inqui- 
sitors of every suspicious word which 
might fall from their nearest relatives. 
The indictment being thus supported, 
the prisoner was tried by torture. The 
rack was the court of justice; the cri- 
minal's only advocate was his fortitude 
— for the nominal counsellor, who was 
permitted no communication with the 
prisoner,, and was furnished neither 
with documents nor with power to 
procure evidence, was a puppet, aggrar 
vating the lawlessness of the proceed- 
ings by the mockery of legal forms^ 
The torture took place at midnight, in 
a gloomy dungeon, dimly lighted by 
torches. The victim — whether man, 
matron, or tender virgin — was stripped 
naked and stretched upon the wooden 
bench. Water, weights, fires, pulleys, 
screws — all the apparatus by which the 
sinews could be strained without crack- 
ing, the bones bruised without break- 
ing, and the body racked exquisitely 
without giving up its ghost — was now 



1 Llorente, i. 280. 



r-.i T.h^ :fi\i Duirh RepuUic, [loGl. 

Tif x-L^:iv,T.rT, wL • were i!iime«liately followed by 

r T rr ■— ir:^ ". :•• ihr b»r.l "f pri*«neri*. each attired in 

---f l: ":.■.? ■.I.::::: :Le h -rriUe yet ludicrous manner 

- '.:.'. i...»;. -L::':. •:v>:rl>'eL Then came the mantra tea 

: s:'". • ..-.f-ssiTflT ind r. •'j-ili-y. the prelates and other 

.-■:„••« wl.;l li.* •:i.T.:":»r:rt r-f the Chnrch: the holy 

■:.:-_. -l*'l--. :r.- i:.. ■.■.i*:t..r:'. v.ith their officials and 

• - ?v.£.T:L?-.;.rr. fi:..:l:.>!s. i Kowed. all on horseback, 

. :^ '.:--.->- '.Tih. '.- w::h :Le j! -••i-re'l fiig ••! the ''sacred 

* ; ; X >:. ".• :::- .±.^r"' w.iv::>L' afove them, blazoned 

.■ :•.:--.::: :':.-: .-.••zi e::Lvr si'le with xhv ]H>rtnii(a 

.7.. :-- - s;.-:?-'7 .:" Alexrii!«!.-r 8ud of Fen:l:nand. the 

••:^-.7: "i; 7l* v.iir ••: i.r :Lers who had e.sta1jlijthed 

; c- .*t".-- }:T.r:''. :lv ir.-jTif.:":: -n. After the procession 

- :::•-. ;..*■:_--.■? .i::.e zhv rabWe. When all had 

-rt.-.-i .: ".It r>r:i/::e'i the nei^hbv-arho -d oi the 

f-: j- •'. L and h:.d L«een arranged in 

^ ■• :j. -t: ire r:-.r. a >er!::.'!i wr-s preached U> the 

.. ..••:. .•-•."■■. ^ .%.*-.:::'• '.t-d ii.".I: ::-.:. I?. It was filled 

".-. .-.M ". -. v ~-.:L liilAt: ns -.f The In-viisition. and 

.-•» . i.. -._-: m::L ' '.is: lie-^r ^:? revilicr* a£rr%inst the 

-^ .:: TT.v.-. . r. '.-.■•.:.:: rd vr> -ners. Then the sen* 

- : t .•-'.■;:..- "i-.i.^r* -.vrre r-rrid t-> the indS'idual vic- 

.r :■ .•: ;;-rK *.-•—* TLrr. the clercry chantei.1 the 

. ■ : . : ?:Ai.-. ..: rrTv-r.r*": :»»:/.::;. the wL.'.e vart throni; 

v.r..:.:.^ ir, rr:etreinend-»iis mi^frir*. If 

."jcs.r. "• •: X -."r.-. "T L^vvered t^ l«e amt-qig: the 

.,• .r > * :->i , ..-.:.:*. Lt- w.-is r.ow gtrippe*l of the 

: ■. -.. .- .■.•.:.:...'.> -Ai^.h he had hitherto worn, 

^ - ■.*: ri . .. * :. .' r :. .# :. -.:.•.:?. li: s. an-i shaven crown 

• vs •. "O:-^ *.r.»:-.-.: with a bit of gliiss. by 

•• ". ; : : i "• "_.:":. : r •.••.-- the oii t-f his c«.msecra- 

.i.. • ::: : r. v..* - •.-. ^-vir-^. t> I'e removeti He 

.'. ■ ^- .-.. :■-•. • .-.? '.'--. - :Lr. ■.^ :i in:- • the c..-»mmon henl 

":•. -\ ■. '.":. -f* . t t'.f T ri*.-ner? who were recm- 

•- • .: . :•:. &:. : ::. ^f -.vhc-jse execution was 

i ■ ;. > r : y •.::.•*• II. :ed.wvre n-wsejvarat oil 

L "- ■.. :-.f .:L-.r?. The re« were com- 

^ . .>. V. •■ ;.'. .:•". T* :r. .:r:: a wri? -M. where the 

. .- iX:. ;.:. :>»r *:.«-i reU'ly t-^ conduct 

^ V • ■.•- : : : ... : . Tit rre. The inquisitors 

, .. •'. -•.• .i?..T;:rtv. tb^ra into his hands, 

* • k-.-s. .'. » :". .'.r. ir r.:.-.«" re.y.iest that he would 

.'•..'-. :^ '. .-.i. t;.?;!. Te::der:y. anil without 

. , H . ..'".-."r.c r iTi;ury. Thi.)se who 

^, .■ -\ .i : t^i .-:r* •.::*»: to the Lvt were 

X ■ \ •. .«• I:- :.■.-:-.• 1 .1: the state: they \.-ho 

>. o . ::.: '.-". cXTre:i.i:T renounced their 

V - *::.>■ Tr *:r.»r.^*e\l l«ei.«pe being 

. *.H -. :;■■..'.; :: :-^ tbe Tiin-os. Such was 

* ? :j: >..^*i*,\/< li:.-"ishion— technically 

^ ,. ■ X ' * .'illvL It wais. aoc.-«rding to the 

.!«. . v:r.-.:;.fr •■»: PLiiip the Second, a 

. v. j<v •. » vc' :.-...>::-.'.>- rtir.e-2y. a pianlian angel 

. •> .: :"Ar.i.L:>c. a l:.':i*s den in which 

^ -.v. .-: •-... 1=-:-.:- asj vilier just men could su*- 
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tain no mjury, but in which perversa 
ainners were torn to pieces.^' ^ It was 
a taibunal superior to all human law, 
without appeal, and certainly owing no 
allegiance to €ke powers of earth or 
heaven. ' No rank, high or humble, 
was safe from its jurisdiction. The 
roysd family were not sacred, nor the 
pauper's hovel Even death afford- 
ed no protection. The Holy Ofl&ce 
invaded the prince in his palace 
and the beggar in his shroud. The 
corpses of dead heretics were muti- 
lated and burned. The inquisitors 
preyed upon carcases and rifled graves. 
A gorgeous festival of the Holy Office 
had^ as we have seen, welcomed Philip 
to his native land. The news of these 
tremendous aiUos-da-fif in which so 
many illustrious victims had been sac- 
rifiioed before their sovereign's eyes, 
had reached the Netherlands almost 
simultaneously with the bulls creating 
the new bishoprics in the provinces. It 
was not likely that the measure would 
be rendered more palatable by this in- 
telligence of the royal amusements.^ 

The Spanish Inquisition had never 
flourished in any soil but that of the 
peninsula. It is possible tiiat the 
King and Granvelle were sincere in 
their protestations of entertaining no 
intuition of introducing it into the 
Netherlands, although the protesta- 
tions of suoh men are entitled to but 
little weight. The truth was, that 
th^ inquisition existed already in the 
provinces. It was the main object of 
the gov^nment to confirm and extend 
the institution. The Episcopal Inquisi- 
tion, as we have already seen, had been 
enlarged by the enormous increase in 



1 " Lago de los leones de Daniel que a los 
Jofltos no hazen mal, si despeda^an los obsti- 
nadoa impenitentes ixjcadores, reniedio del 
ddo i Anffei de la guarda del Faraito,"" etc. — 
Cabrera, v. 236. 

»Bor, iii 113-119; who had used the 
works of his contemporaries, Gonsalvo 
Montano and Qiargio Nifrrino; Hoofd, i. 30- 
M. Compare Lloreute, Hist. Grit, de I'ln- 
qiiia., particularly L chap. 8 and 9, and iv. 
c 46; van der Vynckt, i. 200-238; Hopper, 
p. iL c. 9; Grot Ann., i. 14, 15. 

* IBQstoire des causes de la disunion, re- 
voUes et alterations des Pays-Bas dopuis 
Fabdication de Charles Quint en 1555 jusqu'St 
fat mort du Prince do Parme en 1592. Par 
I Benom de France, Chevalier, Seig- 



the number of bishops, each of whom 
was to be head inquisitor in his diocese, 
with two speciad inquisitors under 
him. With this apparatus and with 
the edicts, as already described, it 
might seem that enough had already 
been done for the suppression of 
heresy. But more had been done. 
A regular Papal Inquisition also existed 
in the Netherlands. This establish- 
ment, like the edicts, was the gift of 
Charles the Fifth. A word of intro- 
duction is here again necessary — nor 
let the reader deem that too much 
time is devoted to this painful subject. 
On the contrary, no definite idea can 
be formed as to the character of the 
Netherland revolt without a thorough 
understanding of this great cause — 
the religious persecution in which the 
country had lived, breathed, and had 
its being, for half a century, and in 
which, had the rebellion not broken 
out at last, the population must have 
been either exterminated or entirely 
embruted. The few years which are 
immediately to occupy us in the pre- 
sent and succeeding chapter, present 
the coimtry in a daily increasing fer- 
ment from the action of causes which 
had existed long before, but which 
received an additional stimulus as the 
policy of the new reign developed 
itself. 

Previously to the accession of 
Charles V., it cannot be said that an 
inquisition had ever been established 
in the provinces. Isolated instances 
to the contrary, adduced by the canon- 
ists who gave their advice to Mai*garet 
of Parma, rather proved the absence 
than the existence of the system.' 



neur de Noyelles, President d'Artois.— MS. 
Bibl. de Bourgogne, i. chap. 5. et 7. 

This important historical work, by a noble 
of the Walloon provinces, and a contemporary 
of the events he describes, has never been 
published. Tbedistinguished M. Dumortier, 
of the " Comroissioitt RoyaJe d'llistoire," has 
lon^ promised an edition which caunot fail 
to be as satisfactory as learning and expe- 
rience can make it. The work is of con- 
siderable length, in live manuscript folio 
volumes. It was wiitten mainly from the 
I>apers of Councillor d'wAjBsonleville. The 
almost complete revelations of state secrets 
in the inestimable publications of the Siman- 
cas Correspondence, by M. Oachard, has 
deprived the work, however, of a laige por- 
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w-rr* r.iirr.^i ±. IX> I*** . hi HZ?. 
Ti-iTT'i Tr.".-wvn. a Jao.bi:: zi-:tik. ■::«:-- 

iiVEie l-saiiii-g oitiziriLS '.f Art-.L*. a.:^n.*iii 
of aoT'SjTT ial L-rre?7. He -iii v"*. 

of Arrv*. »v tLi^: :• -sraa an a*r: ■:; rLzls- 
cr»j.-aL and n-t Papal IniTii-rd'.EL-- In 

in tL-5 prorii:c<>-, h Tfia n-iOsiSsarT t«> 
V^rro^- thera fr-:i:a Fnzice or GrrrriArv. 
The eii^enci-is of p^rsr^mti-.n '•-AV-'^y 
a doEi<eKt:c etaff dei^irable. Charl« iLe 
Firih, in the vear 15-22. apr lied to Lis 
ancient t^itor, whom he Lad placel on 
the pai>al throne.* 

Charles had, however, already, in the 
previous year., appointed Francis Van 
der Hulijt to be inquisitor-general for 
the Xetherlandii.' This man, whom 
Eraism»i3 called a " wonderful enemy 
to learning," was also provided with 
a c^>adjut^jr, Xicholaa of Egmond by 
name, a Carmelite monk, who was cha- 
racterised by the same authority as " a 
mailman armed with a sword." The 
inquisit^jr-general received full powers 
Uj ciUi, arrest, imprison, torture here- 
tics without observing the ordinary 
forms of law, and to cause his sen- , 
tences to l^e executed without appeaL* 
Ho was, however, in pronouncing defi- 
nite jurlgments, to take the advice of 
Latirens, president of the grand coimcil 
of Mechlin, a coarse, cruel, and igno- 
rant man, who " hated learning with a 
more than deadly hatred,"* and who 
might certainly be relied upon to sus- 
t;iin the severest judgments which the 
inquisitor might fulminate. Adrian 
acc^^rdiugly commissioned Van der 
Hulst it) be universal and general in- 
quisitor for all the Netherlands.* At 



tion of itH value. On the subject of uational 
IK)liticH and the general condition of the 
ciuntry, the writer cannot for a moment be 
cofMpurud to ]k>r, in erudition, patience, or 
fulncHM of detail. Ho is a warm Catholic, 
but hJH Ktylo luw not a tithe of the vividly 
duM<:ri|>tivu and almost dramatic power of 
PontuM Payuu, aiiotlier contemporary Catho- 
lic liiMtorian, who well deserves publication. 

1 I(<!nou) (lu I<*ranco MH., ubi sup. 

I Ibid. Introduction to Oachard, Corre- 
vijoudttuco do rhilipxK) IL. vol L 
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ztti sazre "zzse r? ww expraadr iteled 
ztiMZ zJ3 r^acOfii!* vere noi to saper- 
3rtie '±,:si£ ijuxilsed YfT the biahops as 
:=jyz:A.r.':r^ in. their own aeesL Thus 
'^r: Pi^ol In'Tcisdcn was estafaiiahed 
in -L-* TroTinces. Van der Hoist, a 
rt=r^:- :: isiinirus character, was not 
zL-r naa. -.: rta-ier the zn3tztuti<m leas 
:*ii::i- tr\n it was by its nature. Be- 
::r* he Lid ri'.r/.Ied his dutiea two 
yeiTs. Liwever. Le was degraded from 
Li? ■: ±.ce by the Emperor for having 
firzetl a d:*?^:=ient.* In 15i5, Bue- 
dens, Ho-iseaa. and Coppin were con- 
nrtr..=d by Clement the Seventh as in- 
q-viisi-*: rs in the room of Van der Hulst. 
In 15-37 Ruard Tapper and Michael 
Driiti'vis were appc-inted by Paul the 
Third, on the decease of Coppin, the 
other two remaining in odice. The 
pjwers of the papal inqnisitors had 
been gradually extended, and they 
were, by 1545, not <mly entirely inde- 
pendent of the Episcopal Inquisitiony 
but had acquired right of junadiction 
over bishops and archbishops, whom 
they were empowered to arrest and im- 
prison. They had also received and 
exercised the privilege of' appointing 
delegates, or sub-inqiiisxtors, on their 
own authority. Much of the work 
was, indeed, performed by these offi- 
cials, the most notorious of whom were 
Barbier, De Monte, Titelmann, Fabry, 
Campo de Zon, and Stryen.® In 1545, 
and again in 1550, a stringent set of 
instructions was drawn up by the Em- 
peror for the guidance of these papal 
inquisitors. A glance at their context 
shews that the establishment was not 
intended to be an empty form. 

They were empowered to inquire, 
proceed against, and chastise all here, 
tics, all persons suspected of heresy, 
and their protectors.* Accompanied 
by a notary, they were to collect writ- 

» By commission, 23d April, 1522. Oachard. 
Introduction Philippe II., cix. 

* Gachard. Introduction, etc., cix. 

« Expression of Erasmus. Brandt. Refor- 
matio, i 93. 

* By brief; June, 1523. Gachard. Introd. 
Philippe II., i. cxi. 

1 Gachard. Introduction Philippe II., L 
cxi. 
» Ibid., cxiv. 

* See the instructions in Yonder Hacr, L 
101-175. 
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ten information concerning every per- 
son in the ^rovinoes, "infected or 
vehemently suspected." They were 
authorised to summon all subjects of 
his Majeety, whatever their rank, qua- 
hty, or station, and to compel them to 
give evidence, or to communicate sus- 
picions. They were to punish all who 
pertinaciously refused such depositions 
with death. The Emperor commanded 
his presidents, judges, sheriffs, and all 
other judicial and executive officers to 
render all " assistance to thfi inquisi- 
tors and their familiars in tneir holy 
and pious Inquisition, whenever re- 
quired so to do," on pain of being 
punished as encouragers of heresy — ■ 
that is to say, with death. Whenever 
the inquisitors should be satisfied as to 
the heresy of any individual, they were 
to order his arrest and detention by the 
judge of the place, or by others arbi- 
trarily to be selected by them. The 
judges or persons thus chosen were 
enjoined to fulfil the order, on pain of 
being punished as protectors of heresy 
— that is to say, with death, by sword 
or fire. If the prisoner were an eccle- 
siastic, the inquisitor was to deal sum- 
marily with the case, " without noise or 
form in the process — selecting an im- 
perial councillor to render the sentence 
of absolution or condemnation."^ If 
.the prisoner were a lay person, the 
inquisitor was to order his punish- 
ment, according to the edicts, by the 
council of the province. In case of 
lay persons suspected but not convic- 
ted of heresy, the inquistor was to 
proceed to their chastisement, "with 
the advice of a cotmsellor or some other 
expert" In conclusion, the Emperor 
ordered the "inquisitors to make it 
known that they were not doing their 
own woi^^ but that of Christ, and to 
persuade all persons of this fact."^ 
This dause of their instruction seemed 
difficult of accomplishment, for no 
reasonable person could doubt that 
Christy had he re-appeared in human 
form, would have been instantly cru- 



1 ** Summatim et da piano shio figura et 
strenta iudidi efc proceasu instructo," etc. 
-VanderHaer, 168. 

' " In hoc prsBcipue laborabunt dicti in- 
quisit(n«i— -ut omuibus persiiadeant^ se 
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cified again, or burned alive in any 
place within the dominions of Charles 
or Philip. The blasphemy with which 
the name of Jesus was used by such 
men to sanctify all these nameless hor- 
rors, is certainly not the least of their 
crimes. 

In addition to these instructions, a 
special edict had been issued on the 26th 
April 1650, according to which all judi- 
cial officers, at the requisition of the in- 
quisitors, were to render them all assist- 
ance in the execution of their office, by 
arresting and detaining all persons sus- 
pected of heresy, according to the in- 
structions issued to said inquisitors; 
and this, notwithstanding any privileges 
or charters to the contrary. ^ In short, 
the inquisitors were not subject to the 
civil authority, but the civil authority 
to them. The imperial edict era- 
powered them " to chastise, degrade, 
denounce, and deliver over heretics to 
the secular judges for punishment; to 
make use of gaols, and to make arrests, 
without ordinary warrant, but merely 
with notice given to a single counsel- 
lor, who was obliged to give sentence ac' 
cording to their desire, without applica- 
tion to the ordinary judge."* 

These instructions to the inquisitors 
had been renewed and confirmed by 
Philip, in the very first rnonth of his 
reign^ (28th Nov. 1555). As in the 
case of the edicts, it had been thought 
desirable by Granvelle to make use of 
the supposed magic of the Emperor's 
name to hallow the whole machinery 
of persecution. The action of the sys- 
tem during the greater part of the im- 
perial period had been terrible. Suf- 
fered for a time to languish during the 
French war, it had lately been renewed 
with additional vigour. Among all the 
inquisitors, the name of Peter Titel- 
mann was now pre-eminent. He exe- 
cuted his infamous functions through- 
out Flanders, Douay, and Toumay, the 
most thriving and populous portions 
of the Netherlands, with a swiftness, 
precision, and even with a jocularity 

non qutB sua sunt, sed quae sunt Christi 
quserere, hoc solum conartos." — ^V. d.Haer, 
173. 

» Brandt, Hist. Refonnatie, i. Ifi8. 

* Meteren, ii. 37. « Vander Haor, 175. 
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-■-•■• 1.:t^\". Thr-c soh'X'lmaster, named GelerndeMuler, 
-. L.-.zy -.' ir«-ut lie of Audenarde, "iraj addicted to rtadr 
—ry :!ir-:i::lr# cive i^ inn tht Bible t** he Bummoned the ciil- 
k* : *•-—-'» ^ :c*;v.e prit before him and accused him of 
• . .-.Tv^ r:r J :Lr.-^uj:h heresy. The schooknaster claimed, if 
c^.".: r .:.»;.-. aI"::*. -.n he were guilty of any crime, to be 
; :".'.i" tr-r.'.'. '■."; pt.v trl€«i before the judges of his town. 
I.-. -^ .:>. i jT>r-- ol-.ib. -You are my prisoner," said Titel- 
•• r.r ■.:•..: "^ivle. dr.i^- maun, "and are to answer me and 
V > ••> :> "■. :h.f:r r.re- none other.*' The inquisitor pro- 
is. t:v. :l-.r-:*: ::■-*: "Leni e«ded accordingly to catechise him, 
•,"'\-s::"^. : r:v.r:::::. an-i s-x^n satisned himself of the 
-,:. •.\:L :..-j^i".y iLe sohx'lmaster's heresy. He command- 
■:.::••.. ;:.-..-.::.z. .7 :■<••> e^l him to make inmiediate recanta- 
tion. The schoolmaster refused. " Do 
. .....r f;;.--;:,-y.v i:c*".i.i you not love your wife and children?" 

1 ,• .■ -I •■.■.? V : Lis w.-^r. i ukeil the demoniac Titelmann. " God 

^ •!•■.* ■■•.:■.:'.<•. :or T.Tc'.- knows.** answered the heretic, "that 

•.■■•."'^ '.lu' h-cii r:-.w„ if the whole world were of gold, and 

N .•.v!*.v*ikv. b.:::;: — my own. I would give it all only to 

\ ,'•": '.•>,■ :•• *:; nVr -.it hive them with me. even had I to live 

u ■.!-. .■". -.::*• rv..-.::: r on bread and water and in bondage." 

v« v\* .v. t'v«ry siie. "You have then," answered the in- 

•; ru"'".: :.■ txrv-.::e ouisitor. *'only to renounce the error 

.•' :I-.K hc.-J. ■ : a of your opinions." ''Xeither for 

.v. ••* •.—'.■:: Ar.vi:he!i wife, childi^. nor all the world, can 

■ •••\ "..S* ■ I ren'-»unoe my God and religious 

\'! i*"<\> .rxv. rei-er. truth." answered the prisoner. There- 

*•..•.' w :!'. Vv'Ai :H>;y'e- '.:i.^n Titelmann sentenced him to the 

;.' •\';tr * r 1 ^ci-e svike. He was strangled, and then 

•'• .i"^l vrr::v.:*, wL.^ tiir. wn into the flames. ^ 

'. o. rul ■ >: rhoiiisc 'vcs At ab«ut the same time, Thomas 

■•.V Call erg. tapestry weaver, of Toumay, 

s.iaihooiher; "'iMt within the jurisdiction of the same 

■.'•x« i;\\v. iwi^le .in-A I invVvxisitor. was convicted of having 

.• -.^s- ■.■'•. :«' siiv wl-.s^ in oor-ie^i some hymns from a book 

printed in Geneva. He was burned 



: :#c::;e*.:T. 



I:.k5 r.ot alive.* Another man. whose name has 



"•i^r 



r«rlshe<.i. was hacked to death with 
1 *::\".:^ i:uv. to seven I lews of a rusty sword, in 
presence of his wife, who was so 
■.■\;.» o:' all the horr^-^r-stricken that she died on the 
;t before her husband.^ His crime, 
!'.ow :rt\\:- to Iv sure, was Anabaptism, the most 
■.v,v.s-.tor i\r deadly offence in the calendar. In 
'.NT'.'"..'*:) or tl.e t::e same war. one Walter Kapell was 
■x • •.•.■.:\'.i'rs tie Vurt'.id at the stake for heretical opi- 
\» -v** ..T s:-.5- v.iv v.s-"' He was a man of some pro- 
•■.■i-'v vaitcvl. ivrty. ami IvloveJ by the poor people 
. svv.rs-s*- -. t.^r .f PixKuiyde. in Flanders, where he 
• '.l:.:: .1 vvrM'.u ros:..: ed. for his many charities. A 
4 v.:vx -M \ v'v. » H:«. *'■«« Mjit:.-T9, f. -227. clxvii. ; apud 

v.A* V"..»J ■•:• «•' I :.■ v.ir.: vV: ■ l*ri!.d:. i IrV*. • Bi-aiidt, L 109. 

»v »'• !... ■ .».v> «■ :>■■ v'!-*>:o •:" Ml.st. der Docj^. Mttft. |v 220 ; opud 

!«W»r.Vu. .a.. ' .Hmn •<'.*\ -. =• :'S=^ • »■« dcr IKM-ff. Mart., 2i», IL 849; 



•.vrs<vv.:-.o 
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poor idiot, who had been often fed by 
his bounty, called out to Ihe inquisi- 
tor's subaltemB, as they bound his 
patron to the stake, " Ye are bloody 
murderers; that man has done no 
wrong; but has given me bread to 
eat" With these words, he xjast him- 
self headlong into the flames to perish 
with his protector, but was with diffi- 
culty rescued by tie ofl&cers.^ A day 
or two afterwuds, he made his way 
to the stake, where the half-burnt 
skeleton of Walter Eai>ell still re- 
mained, took the body upon his 
shoulders, and carried it through the 
streets to the house of the chi^ bur- 
gomaster, where several other magis- 
trates happened then to be in session. 
Forcing his way into their presence, 
hs{ laid his burden at their feet, crying, 
"There, murderers ! ye have eaten his 
flesh, now eat his bones ! "^ ' It has 
not been recorded whether Titelmann 
sent him to keep company with his 
friend in the next world. The fate of 
so obscure a victim could hardly find 
Tocnn on the crowded pages of the 
Netherland martyrdom. 

TbJB kind of work, which went on 
dally, did not increase the love of the 
people for the Inquisition or ihe edicts. 
It terrified many, but it inspired more 
wiUi that noble resistance to oppres- 
sion, particularly to religious oppres- 
sion, which is the sublimest instinct 
of hilman nature. Me& confronted 
the terrible inquisitors with a courage 
equal to their cruelty. At Toiimay, 
one of the chief cities of Titelmann's 
district, and almost before his eyes, 
(me Bertrand le Bias, a velvet manu- 
facturer, committed what was held 
an almost incredible crime. Having 
begged his wife and children to pray 
for a blessing upon what he was about 
to undertake, he went on Christmas- 

^ Hist. Aer Doopsg. Mart., 229, li. ^9 ; 
tpad Brandt, i. 167 » Ibid. 

* Histoiro des Martyrs, f. 356, cxcv. ; 
apod Brandt, i. 171, 172. It may l>e well 
supposed tliat this would bo regarded as a 
emue of almost incouceivable magnitude. 
It was death even to refuse to kneel in the 
BtieetB when the wafer was carried by. 
Thus, for example, a poor huckster, named 
Bimon, at Bergcn-op-Zoom, who neglected 
toprortrate himself Defore his booth at the 
ot the host, was immediately 



day to the Cathedral of Toumay, and 
stationed himself near the altar. 
Having awaited the moment in which 
iJhe priest held on high the consecrated 
host, Le Bias then .forced his way 
through the crowd, snatched the wafer 
from the hands of the astonished eccle- 
siastic, and broke it into bits, crying 
aloud, as he did so, " Misguided men, 
do ye take this thing to be Jesus 
Christ, your Lord and Saviour ? " With 
these words, he threw the fragments 
on the ground and trampled them 
with his feet.^ The amazement and 
horror were so universal at such an 
appalling offence, that not a finger 
was raised to arrest the criminal. 
Priests and congregation were alike 
paralysed, so that he would have 
found no difficulty in making his 
escape. He did not stir, however ; he 
had come to the church determined to 
execute what he considered a sacred 
duty, and to abide the consequences. 
After a time he was apprehended. 
The inquisitor demanded if he re- 
pented of what he had done. He 
protested, on the contrary, that he 
gloried in the deed, and that he would 
die a hundred deaths to rescue from 
such daily profanation the name of 
his Redeemer, Christ. He was then 
put thrice to the torture, that he 
might be forced to reveal his accom- 
plices. It did not seem in human 
power for one man to accomplish such 
a deed of darkness without confede- 
rates. Bertrand had none, however, 
and could denounce none. A frantic 
sentence was then 'devised as a feeble 
pimishmelat for so much wickedness. 
He was dragged on a hurdle, with his 
mouth closed with an iron gag, to the 
market-place. Here his right hand 
and foot were burned and twisted off 
between two red-hot irons. His 



burned. Instances of the same punishment 
for that oflFence might be rouftiplied. In 
this particular case, it is recorded that the 
sheriff who was present at the execution 
was so much affected by the courage and 
fervour of the simple-minded victim, that 
ho wont home, took to his bed, became 
delirious, crying constantly, Ah, Simon! 
Simon! and died miserably, "notwith- 
standing all that the monks could do to 
console him." — Hist, des Doopsg. Mart ii. 
849, ccxxx. ; apudBrandt^ i. 167. 
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tongue was then torn out by the 
roots, and because he still endea- 
voured to call upon the name of God, 
the iron gag was again applied With 
his arms and legs fastened together 
behind his back, he was then hooked 
by the middle of his body to an iron 
chain, and made to swing to and fro 
over a slow fire till he was entirely 
roasted- His Ufe lasted almost to the 
end of these ingenious tortures, but 
his fortitude lasted as long as his 
life.i 

In the next year, Titelmann caused 
one Kobert Ogier, oi Ryssel, in 
Flanders, to be arrested, together with 
his wife and two sons. Their crime 
consisted in not gohig to mass, and in 
practising private worship at home. 
They confessed the otteuce, for they 
protested that they could not endure to 
see the profanation of their Saviour's 
name in the idolatrous sacraments. 
They were asked what rites they 
practised in their o\\ti house. One of 
the sous, a mere boy, answered, " We 
fall on our knees, and pray to God 
that He may enlighten our heaits, .and 
forgive our sins. We pray for our 
sovereign, that his reign may be pros- 
perous, and his life pejiceful. We 
also pray for the magistrates and 
others in authority, that God may 
protect and preserve them .all." The 
boy's simple eloquence drew tears 
even from the eyes of some of his 
judges ; for the inquisitor had placed 
the case before the civil tribunal. The 
father and eldest son were, however, 
condemned to the flames. " God ! " 
prayed the jouth at the stake, " Eter- 
nal Father, accept the sacrifice of our 
lives, in the name of Thy beloved 
Son." " Thou liest, scoimdrel !" fiercely 
interrupted a monk, who was lighting 
the fire ; " God is not your father ; ye 
are the devil's childi-en." As the 
flames rose about them, the boy cried 
out once more, " Look, my father, all 
heaven is opening, and I see ten hun- 
dred thousand angels rejoicing over 



* Hist dea Martyrs, 356, cxcv. ; aptid 
Brandt, i. 171, 172.— Do la Burro. Recueil 
dca actos et choses plus not;iblos qui sont 
atlVeiiuos es Pays-Baa. — MS. in tho Brussels 
Archives, f. 10. 

« Broudt, i. 259. 



I us. Let us be glad, for we are dying 

I for the truth." " Thou liest ! thou 

j liest ! " again screamed the monk ; 

j "all hell is opening, and you see ten 

thousand devils thrusting you into 

eternal tire." Eight days afterwards, 

the wife of Ogier and his other son 

were burned ; so that there was an end 

of that family.* 

Such are a few isolated specimens of 
the manner of proceeding in a single 
district of the Netherlands. The in- 
quisitor Titelmann certainly deserved 
his terrible reputation. Men called 
him Saul the Persecutor, and it was 
well known that he had been originally 
tainted with the heresy which he had, 
for so mimy years, been furiously chas- 
tising.^ At the epoch which now en- 
gages our attention, he felt stimulated 
by the avowed policy of the govern- 
ment to fresh exertions, by which all 
his previous achievements should be 
cast into the shade. In one day he 
broke into a house in Ryssel, seized 
John de Swarte, his wife and four 
children, together with two newly- 
married couples, and two other persons, 
convicted them of reading the Bible, 
and of praying in their own doors, and 
had them all immediately burned."* 

Are these things related merely to 
excite superfluous horror? Are the 
suflferings of these obscure C3iristiana 
beneath the dignity of history? Is it 
not better to deal with murder and 
oppression in the abstract, without 
entering into trivial details ? The 
answer is, that these things art the 
history of the Netherlands at this 
epoch ; that these hideous details fur- 
nish the causes of that immense move- 
ment, out of which a great republic 
was bom and an ancient tyranny de- 
stroyed; and that Caidiual Granvelle 
was ridiculous when he asserted that 
the people would not open their mouths 
if the seigniors did not make such a 
noise. Because the great lords " owed 
their very souls"^ — because convulsions 
might help to pay their debts, and fur- 

> Hist, des Mai-tyrs, 2S3, 886^ 887, 888 ; 
apud Brandt, i. 193-197. 

* Jacobus Kok. Vaderlandsche Woor* 
denbook, t. 27; art. Titolmaun. 

» Papiers d'Btat, viL 51, «* Devon todot 
elalma.^ 
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nish fortli their masquerades and ban- 
quets — ^because the Prince of Orange 
was ambitious, and Egmont jealous of 
the Cardinal — therefore superficial 
writers found it quite natural that the 
country should be disturbed, although 
that " vile and mischievous animal, the 
people," might have no objection to a 
continuance of the system which had 
been at work so long. On th e contrary, 
it was exactly because the movement 
was a popular and a rehgious move- 
ment that it win always retain its place 
among the most important events of 
history. Dignified documents, state 
papers, solemn treaties, are often of no 
more value than the lambskin on which 
they ore engrossed. Ten thousand 
nameless victims, in the cause of re> 
ligious and civil freedom, may build 
up great states and alter the aspect of 
whole continents. 

The nobles, no doubt, were conspi- 
cuous, and it is well for the cause of 
tiie right that, as in the early hours of 
Englifiii liberty, the crown and mitre 
were opposed by the baron's sword and 
shield. Had dl the seigniors made 
common cause with Philip and Gran- 
velle, instead of setting their breasts 
against the Inquisition, the cause of 
tnxth and liberty would have been still 
more desperate. Nevertheless they 
were directed and controlled, under 
Providence, by humbler, but more 
powerful agencies than their own. 

Nor is it, perhaps, always better to 
rely upon abstract phraseology to 
produce a necessary impression. Upon 
some minds, declamation concerning 
liberty of conscience and religious 
tyranny makes but a vague impression, 
while an effect may be produced upon 
them, for example, by a dry, concrete, 
cynical entry in an account book, such 
as the following, taken at hazard from 
the register of municipal expenses at 
Toilmay, during the years with which 
we are now occupied : ^ 

" To Mr Jacques Barra, executioner, 
for having tortured, twice, Jean de 
Lannoy, ten sous. 

" To the same, for having executed, 

^ Gachard, Bapport concomant les Ar- 
diivei de Lille, 87. 
aiUd. 



by fire, said Lannoy, sixty sous. For 
having thrown his cinders into the 
river, eight sous." ^ 

This was the treatment to which 
thousands had been subjected in the 
provinces. Men, women, and children 
were burned, and their " cinders" 
thrown away, for idle words against 
Rome, spoken years before, * for pray- 
ing alone in their closets, for not 
kneeling to a wafer when they met it 
in the streets,* for thoughts to which 
they had never given utterance, but 
which, on inquiry, they were too 
honest to deny. Certainly with this 
work going on year after ^ear in every 
city in the Netherlands, and now set 
into renewed and vigorous action by a 
man who wore a crown only that he 
might the better torture hi» fellow- 
creatures, it was time that the very 
stones in the streets should be moved 
to mutiny. 

Thus it may be seen of how much 
value were the protestations of Philip 
and of Granvelle, on which much stress 
has latterly been laid, that it was not 
their intention to introduce the Spanish 
Inquisition. With the edicts and the 
Netherland Inquisition, such as we 
have described them, the step was 
hardly necessary. 

In fact, the main difference between 
the two institutions consisted in the 
greater efl&ciency of the Spanish in dis- 
covering such of its victims as were 
disposed to deny their faith. Devised 
originally for more timorous and less 
conscientious infidels who were often 
disposed to skulk in obscure places, 
and to renounce without really aban- 
doning their errors, it was provided 
with a set of venomous familiars who 
glided through every chamber and 
coiled themselves at every fireside. 
The secret details of each household 
in the realm being therefore known to 
the Holy Ofl&ce and to the monarch, 
no infidel or heretic could escape dis- 
covery. This invisible machinery was 
less requisite for the Netherlands. 
There was comparatively little diffi- 
culty in ferreting out the "vermin"*^ 

» Brandt, i. 243. 

* Ibid., i passim. 

* Renom de France, i. IS. MS. 
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— - . ..-^ \:.'. TT77r-i-: n :: i Willi-ia their bi-lJing. The reader Imows what 

i..-- r..\z. ^ -c^iz i^i — ?•:■ -.hj.^. iz wis the edicts were. He knows also the in- 

■ -_7 -r.r-si.i77 T ^•.xi::i-s,:r. in gi-^i stractions to the ojrps of Papal inqm- 

- .£:-_- .-ir.- -rlir ^^s■^,^i::.:s f-T de- sii-iT^. delivered by Charies and Philip. 

.-/ -Jij "It r. zr. IS. .TtL'.:-.:re!« when He knows that Philip, botli in person 

■L-.r;"— -"- T-: Lrri-.::s f the rr- and bv letter, had done his utmost to 

—.z. 7- .-^t:.." ".oi i: f.v Ii "rLrr'-j h "^.^s sharpen thiDse instructions, during the 

T --■■..".i^ :Ii sf r!^L:j .:rji*.'r:f..f«i in kitter p-irtion of his sojourn in the 

<■ .'- <— ^ ". : . i: J- : "~i: r ". 7 B.-.1 i vir. • J ji-f r. Xerheriantls. Fourteen new bi^ops, 

x::'': ir:: ".'fi v.:: ".vr ^:.!l L.:7ri-''.e each with two special inquisitors under 

:<■ . !::fi . y "liin: £•:.::.?. TLf in /i;-*:- him. had also been appointed to cany 

: -.:.' r.-Tirc-". .: S- ..ir. '.v.\eL L.^r'llj •■■nt the great work to wiiich tlie so-' 

:.:«.■ ^^177 : r "■•::■. v... Lil b-.:*: LttLe vereijn had consecrated his existence. 

-". i:".*'--^ :- -••. ■ -.^i I'.v.c- ir. i:!^:- ino'.ir.i- The manner in which the hunters of 

-. :. i.v -v -rli-.r .r^'.-i.L "It is heretics performed thdr office has 

.: . ; I ■• \;V. •.■":■ -.■.■.'::tr."' '.vr.'te Gran- l-een exemplitied by slightly sketch- 

\. ;. V. ■■• o..-.*: -I'-'y :.. k .\ cmic in j the career of a single one of the 

> •. -■■;'" :■.■.>.:• :■.. " tI.i: the Kir.r sul-ini visitors. Peter Titelmann. The 
< ■' V >^- : ■■* ■•.;■■ .>::i ""? iL'-i;..ie in m-.-narch and his mini;;ters scarcely 

> . ■ .\' ;:•. w: .iro :.' h-.:::: for nee* led. therefore, to transplant the 

> '• •-; •< it \v<' .■-■..; V. : kn ■'■v ..f p^-iinsular exotic. Why should they 

v' ■'»'■•.•'.,: ^\\■.:■..■. tl. ;: I La-.l vio s*." .' Philip, who did not often say 

'.X '. . . ■ s .* •.::".•.: il i-.>.!i:-.\" a jireat deal in a few words, once ex- 

i- ■ ^s ts'. vt' 7.:v "■:" ':o .ir.l rre^scii the whole truth of the matter 

■ ■■.• v:-."4 ■.". v.-.?- yr-^viiioe*."- in a siuijle sentence: "Wherefore in- 

N ■ ..." I V. ::•>.:•."•. w.ts it: <M:h tn.xl '.ice the Spanish Inquisition ?" said 
,-. -x I ■ • >.s' .••<—.'.■>' ti\v" ■■.fhr.ur.t. he :" the Inquisition o/^Ac A'rf/ierfa»«te 
•■ ■ ,'v v w-'\M-'. ■.■..<>■.■•." siy? tl-.i? i.^ Ki'ifh ni'jre pitiless than that of 
\'. -.• ■ ■ • ■.■■■.:-.v^ :• v.v. ^y .ui:rir.ij>- Sr-jinS*^ 

' ■ .= X I "i : 1 . \' ■■'<:■.;.■.:. "\.ir..i r..': Such was the system of religious 
" .. -.s^-x.,! N •'. i". t". '.l:,* ..rivjr .•:^..v< :vnseei;tion commenced by Charles, 

. , \ :•.: V. v.M'.:y vc'..r^- an. I t-erfected by Philip. The King 

■■■'.■■ n' ■■■ v^ .1 "vi : o :he c-; v.:- c- ^v.ld" U'.it claim the merit of the inven- 
' . ••■«.•■■:,• IC "• r: *«v."* llii' ti.n. which justly belonged to the 
": . .-• i *■'-..■.•'.'.' o<^j'"s".".:*.:it'.:!«, K:iitv:^r«>r. At the same time, his re- 

s>. iisibility for the unutterable woe 
c;:-.:sod by the continuance of the 
fv.'i'.x'iiie is not a jot diminished. There 
w.is a time when the whole system 
h.: ,1 fallen into comparative desuetude. 
I: wcv* utterly abhorrent to the insti- 
tv.rion? and the manners of the Nether- 
■..;i'..icrs. Even a great number of the 
C.itholics in the provinces were averse 
to ir. Many of the leading grandees, 
ev.TV one of whom' was Catholic, were 
toreuio^t in denoimcing its continu- 
a:ice. In short, the Inquisition *had 
been i>artially endured, but never ao- 
ot^ptod. Moreover, it had never been 



'/ 


v\ 




\i< w 


r- 


-v.* 


•v: 




v> 


V/i 


ts 


,*.;".v*. \ 


tr 




'..' 


.: iA 




V ■ 


■I" 


■V-' 


'»' 


•*\\ 


.-.a: '. '. \ 




V 


z 





V- - ..4> c<*> * Green V. p. Archives etCorrespondanoe^ 
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.-. s» •..- ^ l-^ * "D'oillcurflnnquisitlondes Pays-Basest 
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IlA'ttcr to 3Iar{raret of Parma. CoiTeqxm- 
dauce d« Philippe II., 1. 207. ■ 
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introduced into Luxembuig or Gron- 
ingien.^ In GMderland it had been 
prohibited by the treaty* through 
whidi that x»rovince had been annexed 
to the Emperor's dominions, and it had 
been uniformly and successfully re- 
listed ia Brabant. Therefore, although 
Philip, taking the artful advice of 
GruxYelle, had sheltered himself under 
the Emperor's name by re-enacting, 
word for word, his decrees, and re- 
issuing his instructions, he cannot b« 
allowed any such protection at the bar 
ol history. 

Already, in the beginning of 1562, 
GianyeUe was extremely impopular. 
^ The Cardinal is hated of all men," 
wrote Sir Thomas GreshanL^ The 
great struggle between him and the 
leading nobles had already commenced. 
The people justly identified him with 
the whole infamous machinery of per- 
secution, which he had either origi- 
nated or warmly mode his own. Yiglius 
and Berlaymont were his creatures. 
With the other members of the state- 
council, according to their solemn 
statement, already recorded, he did 
not deign to consult,, while he affected 
to hold them responsible for the mea- 
Buzes of the administration. Even the 
B^gent herself complained that the 
Owdina] took alSkirs quite out of her 
hands, and that he decided upon many 
important matters without her cog- 
zusanoe.^ She already began to feel 
hersell the puppet which it had been 
intended she should become; she al- 
ready felt a diminution of the respect- 
fal attachment for the ecclesiastic 
which had inspired her when she pro- 
eared his red hat. 

Gninyelle was, however, most re- 
solute in carrying out the intentions 
of hia master. We have seen how 

1 Gachaxd. Introduction to Philippe II., 
i,l«.iv. 

sibid. 

s Bunoo, IL 267. 

A Fallen d'Etat, vl 043-545. 

* Dom I'Evesqua H^moires, i 802-SOS. 

*■ PyiieTB d*£tat, vlL 75. 

' ** fiOstoire des choses les plus in4morablos 
qd aeiont paasSes en la ville et Coaipte dQ 
valMciemies depuis le commenoement dos 
tnxiblaB dee Fays-Bas bomb le rdt;ne de Phil. 
n.. Juaqa' ik riannie lesx."— HS. (CoUeot 
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vigorously he had already set himself 
to the inauguration of the new bishop- 
rics, despite of opposition and obloquy. 
He was now encouraging or rebuking 
the inquisitors in their " pious office " 
throughout all the provinces. Not- 
withstanding his exertions, however, 
heresy continued to spread. In the 
Walloon provinces the infection was 
most prevalent, while judges and exe- 
cutioners were appalled by the mutin- 
ous demonstrations which each succes- 
sive sacrifice provokecL The victims 
were cheered on their way to the 
scaffold. The hymns of Marot were 
sung in the very faces of the inquisi- 
tors. Two ministers, Faveau and Mal- 
lart, were particularly conspicuous at 
this moment at Valenciennes. The 
governor of the province, Marquis 
Berghen, was constantly absent, for 
he hated with his whole soul the sys- 
tem of persecution.* For this negli- 
gence Granvelle denounced him secret- 
ly and perpetually to Philip.* " The 
Marquis says openly," said the Cardinal, 
" that 'tis not right to shed blood for 
matters of faith. With such men to 
aid us, your Majesty can judge how 
much progress we can make."* It 
was, however, important, in Granvelle's 
opinion, that these two ministers at 
Valenciennes should be at once put to 
death. They were avowed heretics, 
and they preached to their disciples, 
although they certainly were not 
doctors of divinity. Moreover, they 
were accused, most absurdly, no doubt, 
of pretending to work miracles. It 
was said that, in presence of several 
witnesses, they had undertaken to cast 
out devils ; and they had been appre- 
hended on an accusation of this nature.^ 
Their offence really consisted in read- 
ing the Bible to a few of their friends. 



This is a contemporary manuscript belong'- 
inpf to the Gerard collection in the Royal 
Library at the Hague. Its author was a 
citizen of Valenciounes, and a pcrsoDal wit- 
ness of most of the events which he describes. 
Ho appears to have attained to a great ngo, 
as he minutely narrates, from personal 
observation, many scenes which occurred 
before 1566, and his work is continued till 
the year 1621. It is a mere sketch, without 
much literary merit, but containing ra»my 
local anecdotes of interest. Its anonymous 
author was a very sincere Catholic. 
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•.. ..r.i.-....' V--: ji ii.ii'.t m>i ii^iniav. The in- 
. '.i.- -'i;»-,r.- .■■._-:t- r; x-^rr f- rp>ircii:if-ieniini2«teni 
■' i rrs ■, .'■-- *:• iea'ii li r;r:a«n. uui huriizu: their 
..y... 7'.,". :.-r:t*i.* ".p«,ii "liie -wr^tri:. Evening ap- 
■. -i:.'5..«: r ■ r ;i..!i*riL •:«'Lil'* ilie • ^ioiol^ were still 
'.-. - ''jT':7.- .■■ -■i'rrji^. T'^c r.e t-ie. who hod been 
. ■ ..•>, *...r-,r.-. j'r-.ir.-^r -iitr P-w*!:::;* r David thrvujjh 
Zl..: t. -.vn. Tith.:-'!! ha,vir::x deoid««i whiit 
.-.L-vil.i be uheir c» urise oi action, at last 
fiKTr:Tn\in^i t.:- re.-ioiie the victinuu A 
vurt thr-ni'. afwr much he«itation, 
a-jO'^riiinzlv directed their stepa to the 
priw^n. " Yijii sh-.iuld hav# seen this 
vii»; j»«-.fpulace.*' saya an eye-witneias.' 
" niovin^, pausing, reociling. sweeping 
forwanl, swaying to and fro like the 
wavcD of the sea when it is agitated by 
c<>ntending windij." The attack was 
vifjorous, the defence was weak — for 
the authorities had expected no such 
iierco demonistration, notwithstanding 
the menacing language which had been 
HO often uttered The prisoners were 
rcricucd, and succeeded in making their 
eHcajio from the city. The day in 
which the execution had been thus 
prevented was called, thenceforward, 
the "day of the ill-burned "* (Joumde 
doK niau-bndez). One of the ministers, 
however, Simon Faveau, not discour- 
a^inl by this near ap])roach to martyr- 
doui, persisted in his heretical labours, 
auvl w:uii, a few years afterwards, agiun 
approhendrtL " He was then," says 
iho ehnmioler, cheerfully, "burned 
well and h:imUunneIy " in the same 
p-..u'o whence ho had formerly been 
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ilowed thems^lyeaj year aiter yeflTr f visntional respect for the sovereign. 
) be ttifkenfmdaJaugbte red like lamias? The prel^t^ hud aJreadj beoottie the 
lio coi2£teni3^tlon of the magistraitefi i conetant butt of the " Rhetoric Cham- 





as eoon m]cc««4ed b^ aiiger. The 
goTermiiBDt at Brtiesek w&£ m a freuj^y 
td rog^ whea iniortned of the oc-Ciur- 
A blocwiy Tougeance wius in- 
itly prepaj*e«3j to vindiciite the insult 
Inqiuation. On the *29tli of 
dfltaelimeEita of Bo^u'e and of 
'ft " bftod of prdoanance " were 
intti ValencbtineB, ti»gfcther with 
company of the Duku of AersiJihot'i 
imeut. The priaoiiE wert: iostdUitly 
to oYeriowing with men u-ud 
women airested for a^^tual or Buapected 
psrfcicipatioD io the tumult. Orders 
tad been sent dowB fron\ the capital 
make a abort proceea Mid a sharxi 
ution for all Uie criminalg. On 
itith of May, the sliiughter cum- 
©d. Some were burned at the 
,e, some were beheaded \ the uuln- 
of viotima waa frightful. " No- 
waa left undone by the magis- 
tea," eaya on eye-witness, with great 
ibation, "^ which could aen^e for 
ihti correction aj]d ajaietidmeni of the 
poor theopk»" ^ Iti was long before the 
judges aud hangmen rested from their 
kbotifs. Wben Oit la«i the kivoc waa 
fomplete^ it mlj^bt be etippOHed that a 
fiufSclent TsngeauGo had been taken 
f'>r the "day of tho iU-bumed," and 
; ! te amount of ** amendment " 

I .r the ** poor people/^ 

' siei^ SiS theae did not tend to 
'le loyalty of th© natioUj nor 
■ , , .irity"i>f the government. On 
branvellwB h^ad waa poiu-ed a daily 
iDureaaing torrent of hatred. He was 
liKiked upon in the provinces as the 
Imp^^onation of that reUgioua op- 
pnneaeion wbioU became every moment 
more intolerable. The King and the 
~ jent eBcaped mueh of the odium 
l^xh. beloiiged to them, "because the 
pie chti«e to tfeatow ttU their male- 
ionfl upon tbe Ci^rdinaL There 
however, nt> great injustice in 
Lliotliment. Granvelle was the 
ent, Afl the people of that 
extremely reverent to royalty^ 
vented all their rnge upon the 
iste!", while maintaining fltill a con- 
^ VrkLunoiciuncfl MB. 



bers," TheftB popular clubs for the 
manufacture of home-spun p<jetry and 
street farces out of the raw material of 
public sentiment, occupied the place 
which haa been more effectively l&Ued 
in succeeding ages, and in free cotm- 
triea, by the daily presHj, Before the 
invention of that most fcremeudona 
weapon wMeb liberty b^ ever wielded 
ag&liLBt tyranny^ these humble but in- 
fluential afigociatiipua shai'cd with the 
pulpit the only power which exist e<l 
of moving the passions or directing 
the opiiuDUB of the people. They 
were eminently liberal In their ten- 
dencies. The authors and the actors 
of their comsdiea, poems, and pasquils 
were mostly artisans or tradesmen, be- 
longing to the clasB out of which pro- 
ceeded the early victims, a^j^d the later 
soldiers of the Reformation. Their 
bold farces and trucuknt satire had 
already effected much in spreading 
among the people a detestation of 
Church abuser, Tbey were particu- 
larly severe upon monastic lieentiouii- 
ness. ** These ooiTupt coniedianB, 
called rhetoriciansi" says the Wallooa 
contemporary already cited^ '^ afforded 
mticb amuacment to the people. Al- 
ways some pDor little nuns or honest 
monks were made a part of the faroe. 
It seemed a« if the people could take 
no pleasure except in ridiculing God 
and the Church,"-' The people, how- 
ever, jieraifited in the opinion that t^e 
ideas of a monk azid of God were not 
inseparable. Certainly the piety of 
the early reformers waa siifficiently 
fervent, and had been prjtwed by the 
steadinese with which the)p:onfronted 
toi-ture and death, but they knew no 
measure in the ridicule which they 
heaped upon the men by whom they 
were daily murdered in droves. The 
rhetoric ^^medies were not admirable 
in an EBsthetic point of view, but they 
were wrathful and Bmoere. Therefore 
they cost many thousand Hves, Imt 
they sowed the seed of resistance to 
rel^ous tyranny, to spring up one 
day in a hundredfold harvest. It waa 

> JleiiQiii de Fnmce MS., L c A. 
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juvtunipl ihat the autiiaritliSM ahould 

perambulatiiiii^ dratoaa, '' Tbere was 
fit tbAi tymc,^' wrote boneiit Richard 
CloiigH to Sir Thomai Oreakuix, 
**AyJhe pbjea (of Reterjka) pUjod 
tilibt bfttb comb manj a lOQQ toml^a 
lyvtM, for it] the^ pbye was the Word 
<if Otid first opened in thjB eoimtry. 
WiM^bB playea wore and are forbiddcQ 
fjitjclie wiore Ktrietly than any of tho 
bonkei of Martm Ltttber/'^ 

These rbeU^dons were particukrly 
infljuikfid Agftinsi GranvijMe. They 
wer» penoitaily mLCttad jLf^aki&t him^ 
becaime be hi^ procured the BUppre»- 
niotj of their relij^pouti dntmo!^. *' These 
rbetoricianA who make farcoa and 
itrect plays/' wrote tlie Cardijial to 
Philip, "are partkiilarly angry with 
mej b«<cau»o two years ago I prevented 
them from ridicnlJUj^ the holy Scrip- 
tiLiTfls/'* {^evurtbeleiia, theje institU' 
tions continncd to puisne their oppo^ 
titiun bo the course of th* govj^mment. 
TheJr uncouth gambols^ their awkward 
but itunning blows rendered daily 
service to tbe c&use of religious free- 
doSi* Upon tho newly-appointed 
bllltOpA^ they pciiuwl out asx citdleaa 
mooeiiioii of rhyniea and T'ebuseS;, 
epfgr&EQB* cancaturea, and extravag&a- 
a&«. Poeiiift were paebed upon the 
walla of every houHe, and pfM^sed from 
baud to hand. Farces were enacted 
in erety street ; tbe odious eoelesiw 
tied figuring OS the principal bufibons. 
These reprei^entationa gave bo much 
oSence^ that renewed edicts were 
issued to mippreas thfim.* The prohi- 
bition waa resulted, imd cron ridiculed 
in many pi*ovinceHj pLirticularly in 
Holhmil^ The ty ratmy^ wbieh Wilfl 
able to drwn a tiatiou in blood and 
tearSj waa powerleaa to prevent them 
from langhing mo^t bitterly at their 
opprcflttor^ The taiintjr, Cleonj waa 
never belaboured more soundly by the 
¥,itB of Athens, than tlie f>re]ate by 
theM Flemiab " rbetoriejans/* With 
tngnjtgjy kaa Attie salt, but with aa 

* l>iiryci»n, J. 877-JUL 

« l*-i|>ieni d'iCtttt, vl. MW5fi», 
» llwifU, L !I8. 

* noj«irt. fl(jrrbkatoii,BUOtf. WogenRer, 
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much heai-tineaa ae AnRtcpbaaos c 
have done, tbe popular rhymers gav 
tbe ministar ample ojtfv>rtuiiiiy 
itinderiBtand the position wbieb be i 
pied in the K^rtberUnda, Ofie day n 
petitioner placed a papor in hie hnnd 
aDd Yanlsbed. It < 
aenrrOouaTer^eaupon I. 
witb a caricature of mtr, imi^fnu 
tMa be wom represetited HA a hen I 
upon a pile of egga^ out of wb' 
wa» batching » br»od of bkbopB. S*>n 
of these were dipping tbe ah ell, son 
thrueting forth sui arm, aome a le 
while o^era were running about wit] 
mitrga on their heads, aU 
whimEical i^iemblanee to various [ 
lates who had been newly appointed^! 
Above the Cardinal^ bead the DerO 
was represented hovering, with thea* 
word£ iiffiuing from hii numth : * ~ 

ia my beloved Son, Usfcea to bim^ i 
peoplo."* 

There waa another lampoon of 
similar naturej which wiy» si* wf^ll i 
coted, that it ©specially exciUjd Or 
vetle's anger. It wa^ a rhymed aatin 
of a general nature, like the rost, htil 
so delioatef and so atiti^png, that tin 
Oarduial aacribed it to hia old McsnJ 
and presKnt enemy, Simon Renan 
This man, a Bwrgimdiai> by bh 
college aBsociate of Gran?el]a« 1 
befriended both by himself 
father/ Aided by their pat 
and hJa own abUitiea, he bad arriv 
at dhsting:niEihed pasts; Lriving been 
Sf>fiuish Envoy both in France and 
KugUnd, and une of the negotiators t " 
the truoe of Vaucellea, He had la 
terly been disappointed in his amb 
tion to become a eoimcillor of slah 
and had vowed vengeance upon t 
Cardinal, to whom he attribut 
ill auceean. He waa oertainly i 
of nmch iiij--^" ■^''1"^- fur he had^ 
under earl} to the man i 

w hofte side Li ; LiTi e a ]iui -[wtu 

tliorn."^ It mudt be coi>fi'Sei;d. on 
other hand, that Qninvelb r*'iiaid th 
enmity of bia old aaaociate with amalrt*" 

• ''Hie oat flliqa meqa.^ Oium w-tuiltw '"efcc 
— HooTd, U. 43. 
' QnyQjk T, PiinBterer. Ar^^bivM «t < 

M^moir«j etc,* L 07, nqq. 
I ' Bum TEvesqua, ubi aupi 



1502.] Hatred towarth the Cardmal 

rutencc equftl to Lis own^ and if R^ 

bard did not lose Mb head as wall as 

I "km political statioD, it wae tH)t for 

wazit of atiMdent iu^uatioti on the 

part of tlie miuidier.* Eipeckllj did 

GrajiTelle denounco ' Min to " the 

zuastei:" as the perv#rter of Egtnont, 

wMle iae lusitiilly described tbat noble- 

man Mms^lf as weak, viain, ^^ a £riend 

Oif smoke," ^ eUhgilj mifiguided, but in 

mom well-intentioned dad loyaL 

it the same time, with all tlieso Tagiie 

Dnjmendataonfl, he never omitted to 

upply Hie iuspkious King with &a 

[[■ocaunfc of every fact or e^ery mtnour 

~ f the D?\iEil a diicredit. In tha case 

this parti Ciikir satiie^ be informed 

Philip th^t he could awear it came 

from the pen of Renaixlp although, far 

the sake of deception^ the rhetorio 

omediana had been eEpployed^ He 

'ibed the ptHxIuetioti m Mod 

ritb " fake, ^bommable, aad infernal 

hrngs,""* aod a/s treating not only 

If, but the Pope and the whtJe 

&1 order with aa much con- 

^ \ dould be Hhev%ii in Germftny. 

He then proceeded to iusimiEite, in the 
ftubtle inMmsr which was peculiarly 
his own, that Egm<-tnt was a party to 
the publication of the pasquiL Be- 
': visited at that houae^ be said, and 
received there on a much more 
footing than was becommg. 
hi days before the satire waa dr- 
iated, there had been a oonyorsjitioa 
in EgXQont d hoiise, of a nature exactly 
Bimilar to tho BubBtancie of the pam- 
phlet The man in whose hAnds it 
«M firat seen, continued GraaveUe, 
_WBB a »word cutler^ a g:ocI-son of the 
lount.^ This person said that he had 
[ it from tlie gate of the City HaJl, 
nt God grant, prayed the Cardinal^ 
f Ifaat it was not he who had hrst posted 
■ it ap there. *Tis said that Egmont 
^d Manafeldt be addled, have sent 
• tii3fi€se to the cutler tf> procmre 
! th« satire, all which aiigmeuts 
^don against them.^ 
nth the nobles he was on no better 



t Patnore d'Etnt, vt m9, fitJO, 553-M2. 
I * '< E« »uiigo lie hmnci J*— Fapiars d'MA% 

LIIO. 
\ * VMen d^tat, vL 55ti-LCf% 

* **OMMt fiiliajL, abomlimblcs y inf^rTialea." 



terms than with the people. The 
great aeignioFS} Orange, Egmont^ Hom, 
and others, openly avowed thoir hos- 
tility to him, and had already given 
their reasons to the King. Mans f eld 
and his son at th^ time were both 
with the opposition, Aersohot aiid 
Aremborg kept aloof frora the league 
which waa forming agfunat the prelate, 
but had email sympathy for hi a peraoti. 
Even Berlaymout began tj listen to 
overtiu'ea from the Iecu:ling nobles, who> 
among other induoeni^jnts^ promised 
to eupply hia children with bisbopncs. 
There were none truly faithful and 
aubmiasive to the Cardinal but such 
men as the Pn^vot Morillen, who had 
received much adva£i<tement from liim. 
This distinguished pluralist was pro- 
perly called "double A, B, G/' to in* 
dioate that he had twice as many 1jcne- 
fices aa there were letters in the 
alphabet.^ He had, however, no ob- 
jection to niore^ and v\rm faithful t*^ 
the diiiipeuaing power* The a:ime 
course was pursu^ by Secretory Have, 
Esr[uire Bordey, and other expectants 
and dependant^. Vigliua^ always re^ 
markable for bis pusdlanittiity, was at 
this period already anxious to retire. 
The erudite and opulent Frisian pre- 
ferred less tempestuous eareer. He 
was iu favour of the edicts, but he 
trembled at the uproar which their 
literal execution waa daily exisiting, for 
he knew the temper of his countiymeo. 
On the other hand, he was too saga- 
cious not to know the inevitable conee- 
quenoe of opposition to the will of 
Philip. Ho was thorcfore most eager 
to escape the dilemma. He was a 
scholar, and could find more agreeable 
employment among his books. He 
had ftocumulated vibat wealth, and waa 
desirous to retain it as long ae po^ble. 
He had a learned head, atid wm an^ 
xious to keep it upon hia shoulders. 
These simple objects could be better 
attained in a life of privacy. The poat 
of president of the privy council xad 
member of the *' Consul ta" waa a 



* " Un «$poderD aJiijado de M. d'Egtocmt,'* 
etc --Ibid. 

r Lotter of Dua^oetii of Parma to PhllJp.— 



ISO ^ ITt^^o/tke 

dHDjgeTOOi one. M« k&Mr Ibi4 tile 
King ws^noaein bJsfiiiYpOMa He 
foranw tliai th^ p»file woaM oii« d^jr 
1» terribl J m evmvL Of laeiei^t 
Ftmm bk»od liimwafp be kneir tbst 
tihe ^itift of tlie takoask BatsTians azid 
^Vadaiu hid not wbDlly doeerted their 
dcH«3M^sit& fieknewUifttUa^ej' vere 
not ed«ilj rcniBed, lliat Uiej wcf« 
pstiait^ hijA iimt t^jTf w<itiM Bferike st 
hfliand wivnM eodnrti. He utfentlj 
ioliclied tbf King' to reileaee btitn ^ and 
pleaded hie mfirDoiti^ of body in ex- 
cua^} FhlUpj howener, would not 
listen to hk rettreroenti, aQd made use 
of th^ mofft coDTmcing ajgument^ to 
indtioe him lo remain. Four hundred 
imd MtY aimu&l £oTmB« seemed bj 
good Feclaimed Hwampe in Frie^landj 
%WQ thousand more in hajid^ with a 
pftjmlea of still lar^r emolumeata 
when the King Mhould come to liie 
Netherlands^ ware reasons which the 
learned doctor bonesUf oonfe^ed }^m* 
sell tmahle to r^d^t' Fortl&ed by 
these axguniente, he remaitied at Ms 
poet, oontiiiiied the avowed friend ajid 
adherent of OranYelle, and miBtained 
with m.(igimiiiimty the mvectivee of 
nobl^ and people. To do bim justice, 
ha did what he eould to concUioite e.n- 
togoniate and to compromise princi- 
plSi. If it had ever been poedble to 
find the exiM^ pftth between ri§ht imd 
wrong, the Pteaident would have foittid 
it> and walked in it with sreepeciabLlity 
and complacency. 

In the council, however, the Cardi- 
nal continued ts carry it with a high 
hand; turning bis back on Oraiigeand 
Egmontj and retiring with the Duehess 
and President to constilt, after every 
session. Proud aiad important per- 
sonages, like tlie Prince and Counti 
ctiuw ill broi^k such insolence ; more- 
over, they euepected the Cardinal of 
prejudicmg the mind of their eovereign 
agoiniTt tbetii. A report was very 
mtrretiitT and obtained almost universal 
belief, that Gramrelle had eipretisiy 
mlviacd his Majesty to take off the 
hi^JwlB of at ]e.ast half a dojcen of the 
^n: , i~,L.ii,, iKxvL p. Bfl. » FHcL 

l.Lttt. vi, 6C8. figft,— CotKptiTO 
C .- lie Philippe IL. L 11t% 2DH. 

* - , .xJj.DCe do rtriilpfje It., L 2M, 



fnmdf^ iKibk* in tlie laz^L This 
vaaancnnr; ''llieaetwo seigniors/* 
wmCe liie Gu^nal to Philip, ''have 
beea iii£oiiaed t&at 1 hare written to 
your Mjije^jr, thai jon w^iU never be 
master of thisse provinces without tak- 
ing off at leiet half a dozen heiide, and 
thai becanse it would be diJ^cuIt^ on 
account of the probable tnmulta i 
such a course would oecaaionf tsl 
here^ your lAaJee^ means to ealll 
to Spain and do it there. Youf 
Maje^ can judge whether tiuch a 
thing nka crer entered my thoughts. I 
have laughed at it -as a ridiculoua in- 
vention. This grosa forgery is one of 
Eenwd'a."* The Cardinal further 
stated to his Maje^y that he had bee a 
Informed bj thne same nobke that the 
Duke of Mv&t when a hostage for the 
^ataoktj of Chateau Cambreais, bad negi> 
taated an alliance between the crowns 
of F^^nce and Spain for the extirpatzo 
of heresy by the swonL He adde 
that he intended to deal with th 
nobles with aU gentleness^ and that ] 
should do his best to please 
The only thing which he eou^ 
yield was the authority of hia Mti 
to mastain that^ he would 
life, if aecessiry,* At the eama 
Granvelle t^refuUy impressed 
the King the neoeesity of contindici 
the report Eluded to, a request wh 
be took care should also be made 
through the Regent in person.* Ho 
had already, both in his ov.- xxj 

and in that of the Duchesp, 
a forma} denial, on the Iv 
that there was any intentioQ of int 
duciug the Spanish Inquisition inti 
the Netherlands, and that the Can" 
had counselled^ originnlly. the 
ries,** Thus inatruct^ - ' ^' 
cordingly wrote to M;: 

to furnieh the required .. : 

In so doing, h^ made a pithy 1 
'* The Cardinal hod not counaeUfl 
cutting off the half a duKen he 
said the raonareb, ** bal perhaps 
would %Qt be so bad to do it/"^ 
__ The contradre t iong, however aincen 

* Corrcappudanco do Fkilipi^^ O,, 1 Sa 

* Ibid., i. e02. 207. 
CQrreflpontkaco de Philippe II., i, Su7. 
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t not believed by the persons most 

Nearly all the tiobks con- 

■ gard the Carditial with auM^ 

A averBioD. Many ol the 

Ud^er a£kd inure recJdeBt^ cli])&a vi^d 

i^th the rhetciirieiajis and populzir cairi- 

atuxiBts iu the practical jeata ig^ieh 

hey pl^ijed off idmost daily againEit 

oomsaon foe. Espeoially Count 

' a madm/Ha* if there ^^ver 

one,"^ afl a contemponiry e3c- 

himaelf , was mofit imtmng io 

a cMortis to moke GroEiTeUe ridictdouB. 

He went abuoet nightly to mo^qite- 

Kuleii:, dre&aed ^ a c^dinal or a monk ; ^ 

ud afi he was mrely known to be 

kober on theae or any other occaBionB, 

he wildne^ of bis demonBtrationB may 

' be ima-gined. He was second^ 

these oticasiDna by bis coiiain 

^bert de hi M&rck Seigneur de Lu- 

Q0y, II worthy de»(i«ndaiit of the faia- 

I " Wdd E«Mr <jf Ardentieis j " a man 

ire to tonierity, hut utterly depraved, 

«ntiou£, and dangninary. I'hege two 

Itaeili both to be widely notoriouBT from 

l||iet.r por^iipdnence in many of the must 

ittrildiig ^enea hy which the great re- 

Ivolt was iiEhered in, had vowed the 

lln{]Et detgimined anmioaity tu tbe Car- 

Idiiialj which was manifested id the 

lr«i:kle^ buffooning way wliicb belongt^i 

I to their charatitem. Besides the ec- 

Ick'fjiaSiticHid caetmnes in which they al- 

\vf%j& attiretl themeelTeH at their fre- 

f [is PD t f --^ 1 vitiesj they also wore f oi-taits 

■ da, instead of plumes.^ They 

' ir Bervatits ako with the 

i.^umenta ; Ofpenly stating, that 

5 sytubole they meant to aignify 

' tbe old fox Granvelle^ and hia 

TihEj ViglinSj Berlaymont, and the 

(t^ aht>iiM soon he hnntcd down by 

em, arid the hruah placed in then- 

t ae a trophy.* 
Moreoverj there is no douht that 
^luent thrtuits of personal violence 
iveit made ag^iiiist the Cardins], Gnm- 
^fclle informed the King that hJa h£e 
** Persoiittj?*) c&cei-vollfe a oucquoscn fut" 
-rrmtijj* Pjiyeii M^ 
s Ibift. 

* pf>vit^jF' Pnven MS. * Ibid* 

• p. ■ :■:■' .r., vt. sss-cos. 

* fi 

' 1 ^niL. J. 4, 

• i'ni.iL rf; i tt.it, \ii. U% 450. 
» Fputui Fayssn MM* 
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wa» continually menaced by the nob]€«, 
but that he fciued tbem little, for he 
l>eiievc<l tbcm too prudent to attempt 
anything of the kind.'^ Tbero ie no 
doubts when bis position with regatd 
to the upper and lower claaeea in the 
country is conflidered, that there was 
enough to alarm a timid nian ; but 
Granvelle was oonstitiitiotudly brave. 
He was opined of we«-Htig a Aeerot 
shirt of n«nl,* of li"ving in perpetual 
trepidation, uf having gone on hia 
kne^ to Egmont and Oranj^e/ of hav- 
ing sent Hiehardot, Eiabop of AiTas, to 
intercede for him in the asime humi- 
liating manner with E^nioot^^ Ail 
thesC' stories were fables, Bold as he 
was aiTogant, he afiWted at this time 
to look down with a foi^iving eon- 
tempt QD the aniinofiity of the nobles. 
He p^f^ed much of his time alone^ 
writing his eternal despatches to th6 
King. He had a country-houaeT called 
La Fontaine, surrounded by beautiful 
gardeuSi a little way outaicie the giitefi 
of BrUBSels, where ho generally re- 
aided, and whc^nce, notwithstanding 
the rotnonstrancca of hia frienda^ he 
often returned to town;^ after sunsetj, 
a1one» or with but a few atteodants." 
He avowed that he feared no attempts 
at aasa£aination, for, if the p-eigniiira 
took hia Life, they would destj^Tiy the 
beet friend they ever had.^^ This villa, 
where most of his phins were matured 
and Mb state papers drawn up, waa 
caUed by the people, in derision of his 
supposed ancestry^ '* The Smithy."" 
Here, qjs they beMeved^ was the anvil 
upon w hich the duuns of their adavery 
were forging; here, mostly deserted 
by those who had been hia earlier 
assft^iatos, be aeanmed a philosophical 
demeanour^ whji^h fjaaj erated, w|tboufc 
deceiving, his atlversajnes. Over the 
great gate of bis house he had placed 
the marble statue of a female. It 
held an empty wlne-eup in one hand, 
and an \xm of flowing water in the 



Hespoudit cgnKturuiueut avocq imfi 
ftice joiousei, i qual propo* voultsi votxs que 
je Tiic garde dty* feoigticurs^ M n'y a pjia uii 
d^ciitre tujt i qui je n'ay fait plfliair et SEir- 
\lra. B'ile tnd tuetit, au nom de Dku,. ,1a 
eoiiii qi^icte dc Tivrc; ot cux d'un trua Ijoq 
ain5\ qu'lls rcgrcttcjTQUt un jqujr lamcutable- 
mtufe/'— Pfn^tiis Payen MS. 
» Vtmdisi- Vj utkt, u 3C4. 
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otlier*^ The fiicgk word *'DtirafcB" 
waa emgraiT^ opon the pedesti^^ By 
the mottOj, which wa^ hi^ habitual de- 
viesj he wa*! suppoBed^ in thk applica- 
tion, to aigmfy that his power wcmld 
oatkfiFt ihat of the soblea, and that, 
perenniai and pure as livictg water, it 
would flow" trauquillj' on, long after 
the wine of their life had been dnmk 
to the leea. The fiery extraYGuganco of 
his ^rer^rieSf and the culm and 
Mmpdd moderation of hxn owt» oharacn 
ter, thus symboliBedj were auppoaed to 
ooQvejr a moral leasou to Uie world. 
The hieroglyphics^ thus interpreted, 
were not reliehed by the nobles— «11 
aToiiit:^d hia society^ and dcelined his 
invitations. He conaoled himself with 
the company of the lesser gentry,^ a 
class wbioh he now began to patronise ^ 
and which he urgently reoommeniJed 
to the favotir of the King,* hinting 
that military and civil offices besto wad 
upon their inieriora would be a means 
of lowering the pride of the grandeea.* 
He also aSected to surround hiuiself 
with even humbler individuals. " It 
miakesi me laugh/' he wrote to Fhilipf 
" to see the great seigniors absCTiting 
themsel'^ea from my dinnors; never- 
theless I cau always get plenty of 
guests at my table, gentlemen and 
(jouooillors, I sometimos invite oven 
cittss^ng, in order to gain their good 
wilL"« 

The Eegent wai well aware of the 
anger exdted in the breasts of the lead- 
ing nobles by the c^ol manner in which 
they had been throat out of their share 
la the administration of afFairs. She 
defended heraelf with acHmouy in her 
letters to the King/ although a de^ce 
was hardly needed, ia that qtiarteF for 
impllpit obedieuoa to the royal eom- 
mands. She couf^saed her unwillmg- 
nes3 to Gonsidt with her eDemles.^ She 
avo^ved her determination to conoeal 
tbs aeereta of the government from 
those who were capable of abueing her 
confidrjnce. She lepresented that 
there were membera of the council 



1 Hourd. i. 33. s tbld, 

' Papien d'Etftt^ ubl «ip. 

• lioin l'Eiv£S*qu6t ii 93, * Ibid, 

* '* y AUb buryQim qua jw lliiino per 
eftiifu'lpi la vokiiitad,*"— PapiOTB d Etat^ vL 
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who would willingly take advantage < 
the trepidation which she really felt 
and whioh she should exhibit if sh 
expreised herself without reserve 
fore thera.^ For this reason she ctnl 
fined herself, as Philip had always i 
tendefl^ exclualvely to the Constilto.* 
It was not diffictut to racogniee ih^l 
haud which wrote the letter thus 
signed by Mar^ret of Parma. 

Both uobles and people were at th 
moment irritated by another circun 
stance. The civil war having ag^il 
broken out in France, Philip, 
ing to the promise made by him 
Cathnrine de Medicii when he took he^ 
daughter in marriage, was called upon 
to aesiflt the Catholic party with m\x 
liaries. He sent three thouasiDd infflj 
try, accordingly, which be \mi levia 
in Italy, as many more collected in 
Spain* and gsive immediate orriers that 
the r;>uchee« of Parma ahoidd despatch 
at bfLst two thousand ca\nlry from the 
Netherlands.^ Great was the indig 
tion in the council when the commaud 
were produced. Sore was the dlsnu: 
of Margaret. It wae impossible 
obey the Kit^. The idea of send' 
the famous mounted ^idarmeHe 
the provinces to fight agaiust the Freud 
Huguenots coiUd not be tolerated td{ 
an instant. The ** banda of Ofdo 
nance " were veiy few in number, \ 
were to guard the frontier. Th ey we 
purely for domestic) putpoeea. ^ 
formed no part of their duty to go 
upon crusades in foreign landa; btill 
lesai to take a ehare in a religious 
quarrel, and least of all to aaaiat a mon- 
arch ag^dnst a nation. TTie&e vie 
were so cogently presented to 
Duchess in couucil^ that she saw 
impossibility of eamplying with h^ 
brothers oommatids. She wrote 
Philip to that effeot Meantime, \ 
other letter arrived out of Spain, eliil 
ing her delaj^ and impatiently ( 
upon her to furnish the 
cavalry at onco.^ The Duche8*| 
a dilemma. She feared to pro? 

' Btmda, iii. lie, lir» " " 
* Iljid. * ibkl. 

^^ rbid. — Com[iara Grqen ¥* PiiiiAte 
Arablvoa, i ] IT, 118. 
" Strada. ill. \m, lU*. 
i» Ibid., iii 1<M. 



pther storm in the council, for tliere 
WHS ahvadj auifici^at wruDgling there 
lupoa damestic subje(3ts. She knew it 
FAS impoasilile to cibtam the C0Eiaeut| 
en of Berlayiiiant and Yigliu^^ to 
;g1i an odious measure a& the one 
She wan, however, in great 
pidatiiOii ftt the peremptory tooe of 
he King 'a deapntch. Under the ad- 
vice of Granvelle, ahe had recourse to 
|.j| ttiak. A priTute oijd ooofidentld. 
lletter of Philip was read to the ooun- 
Jmlt but with altenvtiom suggeeted and 
mt#ir|iijlated by the CArdki8.l The 
Kin^ w^ reprti^tited a» bsiog furiouEi 
It the dehkj, l>ut as willing that a eum 
(if iiaoDtij should be furnished inetead 
r <i| the C3ava,lrj, as originally required.* 
■ThifE comproiuiBe^ after coufiider^ble 
|«|ip08iilo!i, waa aooapted. The Duchess 
iirrpte to PhUip^ ezpldiimg and apo- 
••l^jgking for the transacttiotL The Kmg 
I received the aubatitutlon with aa good 
[ikgritce as could have b&en expected, 
laiid ient Sfteen hundred troopers from 
[Spftm to luB Medioean mother-iTt-law^ 
' nwing upon the Duchess of Parmft 
lot tJie money to pay their ejcpcnaes. 
'Thus w»a the industiy of the Nether- 
kuda tfixed that the French might be 
ffersecuted by their own monarch*' 

TJie Regent had been forbiddeti* by 
her brother, to convoke the atat^- 
geu^raii a body whloh the Prince of 
Orange, flustaincid by Bcr^hon^ Mon- 
tiguy, and other nobles, was deairDiiB 
of hairing assembled It may be easily 
undiratfjod tliat Granvelle would take 
the b^t care that the vojttX prohibition 
iiliould be enforced The Duchefio, 
rliDwaYer, who, aa ah-eody hinted^ waa 
begiuning til feel BomewhatuAcoin fort- 
able under the Cardinal a dominlOD, 
wae deairoufl of consulting some larger 
oi:piincil th*n that with which she held 
I hef thlly deliberations. A meeting of 
liUie Knights of the Fleece was acuord- 
lingly summoned They assembled in 
■"BruaHelfi in the month of May 156j3»* 
If hg learned Vi^ua addressed them in 
i lung and eloquent »peeeh^ in whick 
i dUiQiiased the troubled aad danger- 
[ (ma condition of the provinces, alluded 
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t atmda, m. IH. 

»IbM.. lis. Vit Yiglll, 3* 
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to some of its f^uiseif Uul BitggwM 
various ramediea. It may be eaolhr 
conceived, however^ that the Inquiii- 
tlon waa not stated among the causes, 
□or its suppression included among the 
remedies. A discoureei in wbiuh the 
fundamental topie w&b thus oonfii^leu- 
tioualy omitted, woe not likely;, with 
all its concinuities, to make much im* 
presaion upon the diaafEt^cted knighta, 
or to exert a soothing influence upon 
the people. The orator was, howevicT, 
delighted mth hh own performance. 
He informa uSf moreover^ that the 
Duchess was equally charmed^ and that 
she protested she had never in her 
whole life heard anything more "deli- 
cate, more aui table, or more eloquent,'** 
The Pdnce of Orange, however, did 
not flympathiie with her admiration. 
The PreBident'a elegant periods pro^ 
duced but little efibet ufion his mind» 
The meeting adjourned, after a few 
additional words from the Duehesa, in 
which ahe bogged the knights to pon- 
der well the cauaes of tbu incroaBing 
discontent, and to meet her again, 
prepared to announce what, in their 
opinion, would be the course l*eat 
adapted to mjaintain the honour of tho 
iCing^ tiie safety of the provinces, and 
the glory of GckL* 

Soon after the Beparatic>n of the as- 
sembly, the Prince of Orange iasued 
invitations to moat of the kntghta, to 
meet at hia house for the purpose of 
private deliberation.^ The Pi^ident 
and Cardinal wer** not included in 
theae invitations. The meeting was^ 
in fact, what we should caU a caucua^ 
rather than a general gathermg. Never- 
tbeleaa, there were many of the goviem- 
mant jiarty preaent^men who differed 
from the Prince, and were inclined to 
Bupport GranveUe. The meeting was 
a stormy one. Two eubjeets wem dia^ 
cussed- The first was the iiropoflltion 
of the Duchoaa^ to inv&itigate the 
general causes of the popular dis^^' 
faction; the aecond was an inquiry 
how it could be rendered praGtieabla 
to discuss political matters in future^ 
a proceeding now impossible, in con- 

* Honper, Ilsfo. et Mom., Iv, 25. 
' H«ofd. i, 40. Vit. Vi-lU, Hopper, uhi 
■lip. 
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^ ill. f ir,:::^:^iiri€ft. isi :c:* 

oerely Lat*^ Hi*; a^*Te2t?. <:t: iLe 
ctL'^r Land — B-.-as:, B^rla-i:::::it. 0:u- 
iz*:T*A — Tfc'*rr*: &e wim: in Kt> def-enc*. 
TL*;v rep2:*;d by izifii'^Ti&L.l deniil* cf 
the cLar^e a,ga:iiHt Lira, and l-v titter 
iruin'iations a^ainiit tLe Prince -.f 
Orari;?^. TLey charged Lira with no^^- 
riviLirj;? the desire of being app-iiDted 
gov';rTj^r of Braljant, an o£ce consi- 
d<;red inwryjarahle from the gener^ 
>t.viholderate of all the proi-inoe*.^ 
They pr^^teKted for themiselves that 
they were actuated by no ambitious 
dtihifrrni — that they were Batisfied with 
their own po«ition, and not inspired by 
jealoMry of ]r>erRonages more powerful 
than themfcelveft.* It is obvious that 
Huch cliarges and recriminationfl could 
ezcite no healing result, and that the 
lines y^etween Cardinalists and their 
opfA>nent« would be defined in conse- 
({Mtucji more sharply than ever. The 



Unf : -rpz^Kely . li* Iz^TniKticvi iru not 
& rr s-tj^c^ frr a cccnp<ztJfmK. 
XitLiriz ci nr£-ci2 impcnance m*B 
Li= fc^^injlisLe-i ty tise Asiexnbhr of the 
r> Flirr:«. It wv dfoaded tliat an appli- 
ier xtim sLrtili r«r Trine to the different 
ity mt^f.r a zract'if moeey;* andthit, 
f-inneni-.re. a special envoy should be 
de«t>st«:lfd t^- Sioin. It was supposed 
by tne I'riziies ard her advisers that 
e: :re satisfactory information ocmoem- 
ing the j r; vinces ecTJd be conveyed to 
PLilit ty wcrd of mooth than by the 
!::■:>?: elit-ZTste epistles.* The meetipg 
was diss-i-Ived after these two measnree 
had l«een agreed upon. Doctor Ti^inSy 
up-Ill when devolved the duty of mak- 
ing the rci<>r: and petition to the states, 
pr:•c^eedtd tc draw up the necessary 
application. This he did with his cus- 
tomary elegance, and. as usual, veiy 
much to his own satisfaction.* On 
retumJT^ to his house, however, after 
Laving oischarged this duty, he was 
very much troubled at finding that a 
large mulberry-tree, which stood in his 
garden, had been torn up by the roots 
in a violent hurricane. The disaster 
was considered ominous by the Prem- 
dent, and he was accordingly lees sur- 
prised than mortified, when he found, 
subsequently, that his demand upon 



adjoumerl meeting of the Chevaliers | the orders had remained as fruitless 



of tiie Fleece took place a few days 
afterwards.'* The Duchess exerted 
herself a» much as possible to reconcile 
the crmtending faxjtions, without being 
able, however, to apply the only remedy 
which crjuld be effective. The man 
who was alrea^ly fast becoming the 
great statesman of the country knew 
tliat the evil was beyond healing, im- 
1 ess by a change of purx)08e on the part 
of the government. The Regent, on 
the other hand, who it must be con- 
feswjd n<*ver exhibited .iny remarkable 
proof of intellectual ability during the 
perifjd of her residence in the Nether- 
lands, wsis often inspired by a feeble 
and indefinite hope that tne matter 
might be arranged by a compromise be- 
tw<ien the views of conflicting parties. 



» QrtHiu V. PrinBt., i. 147, sqq. Stroda. 
> JlrK)(d, L 40, 41. Hopper. Vit Viglil, 
llbi hiip. 
» U<.pi)or. Vit. Viglil, iibi sup. 



his ruined tree.' The tempest 
which had swept his garden he con- 
sidered typical of the storm which was 
soon to rage through the land, and 
he felt increased anxiety to reach a 
haven while it was yet comparatively 
calm. 

The estates rejected the Request for 
supplies, on various grounds; among 
others, that the civil war was drawing 
to a conclusion in France, and that less 
danger was to be apprehended from 
that source than had lately been the 
case. Thus, the "cup of bitterness," 
of which Granvelle hiad already com- 
plained, was again commended to his 
lips, and there was more reason than 
ever for the government to regret that 
the national representatives had con- 



* Vit. VigUi, 36. 
» Strada. iii. 119. 
« Vit. VigUi, ubi sup. 
» Ibid. 
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,ed the habit of laieddHitg with 

lilorciice de Montmorency, Seigneur 
Monttgnj, wo^ eeletited by the Re- 
lient for the mi^aloQ which had been 
^Ided upon for B^ioin. Thi^ geutJe- 
tmm wf^ brother to Count Homi but 
pose^ed of higher talents and a more 
labia ehdnk^ter thiin thoise of the 
Iminii Ho waa a wann friend of 
ige, and a, bitter enemy to Gran- 
TeQe. Re was a mneere Catholic^ but 
2 determined lee to the Inquiaition. 
His brother kad dedin^ to Qjct ae en- 
voy,* Thia refusal con excite but little 
: nae, Tfhen PliiMp't wrath at their 
!jg intervi^^w is recalled^ and when 
.1 :.. jL&Q remembered tbat the new mls- 
aifio would neceB3aTily lay bare freeh 
GCiiQiplaints against the Cardinal^ still 
more ^ctensive than those which had 
prodticed the former explosion of royal 
indignation. Mcintign y , hka wise^ would 
liave preferred to remain at home, but 
he waa ovemiled. It hcid been written 
m \m destiny that he should go twice 
itito the angry lion'a den^ and that he 
diould e>jme forth cmee^ alive. 

Thus it haa heen ehewn that there 
iraa an oj)en| avowed hostility on the 
jAit of the grand sdgnion} and moat of 
Ihe lesaer nobility to the Cardinal and 
kia merLatirea. The people fuhj and 
entliUfimetk^dly austained the f^rince 
<if Orua^ in his course. There waa 
nothing underhaud in the oppoaition 
loade to the govemment The Nether- 
Janda did not constitute an absolute 

» monarchy. They did not eren consti- 
ttite a monarcliy. There was no king 
in the ProTincea. Phili|j WM King of 
Sp&io^ Naples. Jenii^aleni, but he vim 
oily Duke of Brabant, Count of Flan- 
_ i&r^f Lord of Friealimdj hereditary 
i?ii4if| in ihortj, under various titleSj of 
"* "'t^ etateflj each one of which, al- 
t republican, pogaeaaed eon- 
ae sacred aa, and much more 

^ Papiora d'Etat, tI. 543-515, and 21. 
> CafraaiioudfiJioe de Philippic IL, i. 302, 
303 (not*). 
■ **0!i rcffpoiidra qu'tl eat Eoi : et je dia 

i:ij c'.nti .^irL? sniE- ca nom de Eoi m'ost in- 
.i& oil Castille ou Arrsecu, 
[y'M, et piir t<iafc ou il com- 

. - ^ qull k ftcjit s'il voult fa 

L<itjr*t^Uicim„ jjikitmible I/otniuataur en Aw> ut 



andent tbaoj ih« Orown.^ The resijst- 
ance to the ahfiolutiam of G^ranvelle and 
Philip was, therefore, logical, legal, 
constitutional. It was no cabal, no 
aecret league, ae the Cardinal had the 
eflrontery to term it, but a legitimjite 
estercise of powers which belonged of 
old to thoBe who wiflded thonij and 
which only an ttnrightcous innovation 
could destroy. 

Granvelle's course was aeeret and 
subtle. During the whole conrau of 
the proceedinga which have Just been 
deacribt'd, he waa in daily confidential 
correspondence with the King, besides 
being the actual ftiithor of the nutne- 
rou3 deayiatcha^i which were Bent with 
the signature of the Duchess. Ho 
openly asserted his right to monopeli^e 
all the powers of the governineDt j he 
did hifl utznost to force upon the reluc- 
tant and almost rebellious people the 
oditius m^iisurea which the King had 
reaolved upon, while in his secret Icft- 
tera he imifcarmly represented the 
nobles who opposied hiiij, aa being in- 
fluenced, not by on honest hatred of 
oppreaaien, and attaohmcnt to ancient 
righta, but by resentments and jealousy 
of their own impprtance- He aasunied, 
in his letters to bis master, thut the 
absoluti0m already existed of right and 
in fact, which it waa the iiiteution c£ 
Philip to establish. While he waa de- 
pnyicg the nobles, the states^ and the 
nation of their privileges, and even of 
their UEitural righta (a slender heritage 
in tho»e dajB), he assured the King 
that tbtfre was an evideot detemunsitiou 
to reduce hia authority to Q, cipher. 

The estatesj he wrote, had mutrpcd^h^ 
whole administration of the flnancea,* 
and had farmed it out to Antony Yan 
Straalen and ethers, who were mak- 
iug enormous profita in the bvisiness.^ 
** The iseigniors," he said, " declare at 
their dinner-parties that I wish to make 
them subject to the absolute dcBpotiBni 

Afriquc. taut y u quo je ne a;);^oi en ce pan 
qii'un Due et un Lloiii[)te^ duquel 1ft piik-.^ 
luuieo mt IJiwiteu solon ntJH tinvVlegaa li3fiquo3s 
il n juiH :^ ]tb jukufie (mtree," etc— Apoto^fio 
d'Oraugio, 3», 40. 

* 'Tor haver uiurijadci loe da loa estadoi 
la Eidniinifltr(u;!in[i do ioa duieros/' — Puytura 
d'EUt, vL M£t-W5. 

«lbii 
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juvnr f"- *?' "Uiif; r»a-lT t-ryrv-i* i Erst:; 
^.i«i^ i-jv».'* ^--'rw -^jiL 'Jla r'.'am.'rt ji 

CA^/' <;yji>fji.r.- 7i*^ rvrt v, ^A^x 
jc^AAJf Uusu y,'t 02* d/j %oAji»-^ vjnt/.jst 'Ji^.f 

va-v-iiJrtrKi'jCi *A y.jezL'>t. in ■.rdsr uo 
iv'^'d •i-*r jATii*!i£: of u.*fir Ofeln*: t*eL- 

L*v«: ji;^ut iJj*ir 4^ in jour ^btjesr'e 
^^T\'jA:. «*d tijAt tL«v Lsfcve sexer re- 
'>?; •:*A t ht-jnii'/niii:^, or salarr. TLie iLer 

Ate 4 r//aturr of <Joun*fe, he attnbuted 
th* restfixt^nc* on the part of th« great 
rjoo]<:«, «ver}' xxian <A whom was Catho- 
\\*i, t/y ^xiM; ujotives. ThcT wcfie mere 
*lntii3tif/jf^itsti, who TtiuBbA, to bum their 
ft'Mow f:rtsstXnr*ai, n<A from any natural 
r<;p<j^ianf;<; Uj the tuik, but in order U> 
curry favour with the fKjpulao& " Hub 
talk aUyut the luouiifition,'' said he, 
" i* aJJ a pretext. Tia only to throw 
<luift in the eye» of the vujgar, and to 
perHuarle them into tumultuous de- 
monjttrationjf, while the real reason is, 
that they cho'jse that your Majesty 
ffhouM do nothing without their per- 
ifiiwfion, and through their handa."^ 

if e aMHumed Kfjmetimea, however, a 
Um*s of indulgence toward the seigniors 
- -who fonned the main topics of his 
letters — ^an affectation which might, 
]>erhaii«, have offended them almost as 
much as more c/|>en and sincere denun- 
ciation. He could forgive offences 
u«aifiKt himself. It was for Philip to 
decide as to their merits or crimes so 
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* " Y 110 no* faltAria otra coita sine q 
Miwiarna y aiuuiuo V. M., efltuvieMBon aqui 
/,///• ' i/iu, y (|ii<) ulloH hlziencn todo." — ^Papiers 
il'KtHt, vl. 6.12-002. 

» l\M. 

••* lI'Ul. 

* " So LB HiiM color iMra ol vulgo & quien 



v'zj.. -rut ci:*au=2ir x '1^77 mut diild- 
r>=. * 'Auiiiiii'riLfr bu vHd me, as 
: ir-.ai. I^raiid.*" be vroce. ~thxt 
"iirj .c '.^ zi.'-Sitif K« maKQ^edwixh 
ui : ic9ur=3? iriiz:. Spam lias I am en- 
■ikSkTZ'-zTrsiZ v: ppejiHi* xcbt MajeBtr 

"Hiti 'I'VizzoJ't OLLJT jesun wcnaid hare 
T^issz^i Kid:: soKwdrin, oosld the 
zt'.'iu*^ IAS-* wcD tbem. GranreUe 
'zfisse^i. "i^ Xisz. b: verer. to nJitabn^ 
^irfcTn Tipici Tiis pcczn. "Would to 
G^^L' Bui be. {.^kKsshr, *^tliat tfaer all 
w.-i^d cua-ye \fj KaBSaia the autlwrity 
C'f T-i'^ir Ma^osT. aad to procure such 
i=(ea£:ur» u "^eod to the Mrriee of God 
acid Tie ftecTiriTj of the wskXOL. Hay I 
oea&r z/j exi£i if I do aot deore to ren- 
der z'j'jo. aerrioe to the reiy leaat of 
tl.e»& gienidesaen. Your Majesty knows 
tha;;. when ther do anythiiig for the 
beneSt of jojn fienioe, I am nerer 
silent. XereTtheieGB, thus they are 
OiVnsdTuted. I hope, howev e r ^ that 
this fiuny wiil blow OTer, and that 
when your >I&je^ ocHxiea, they will 
all be f'jund ix> deGerre r ew a rds of 
merit." ' 

Of Egmonty espeoally, he often 
. spoke in terms of Tague, butsomewhat 
I oondescending commendatioii. He 
' never manifested resentmeot in his 
letters, although, as already stated, the 
Count had occasionally indulged, not 
only in words, but in deeds of extreme 
Tiolence against him. But the Cardi> 
nal was too forgiving a Chriatian, or 
too keen a politician not to pass by 
such offences, so long as there was a 
chance of so great a noble's remaining 
or becoming his friend. He, aocoid- 
ingly, described him, in general, as a 
man whose principles^ in the main, 
were good, but who was easily led by 
his own vanity and the perverse comi- 
sels of others. He represented him as 
having been originally a warm sup- 
porter of new bishoprics, and as having 

persuaden estar coeas para procurar alborotop 
pero la verdadera caiisa de los que premmien 
entendcr mas ca, que arriba digb y no querer 
que V. M. puoda nada sino cou su participa- 
ciou y por su maiio." — Papier^ dEtat. vi 
60tf, 670. 
» Papioi-8 d'Etat, vl. 585. 



I*5G2.] Ijmmtatioiis against E^moni 

I sfttiaEaction tbat two of them ^ 
hcBB of Brugda And YprcSt ^brjuld have 
(Iweii witMii Ms own etodholderateJ 
etted;, however, to inform tbe 
thati the Count waa Latterly 

J lu^ewarmj, perhaps from fear 

F flndm^ himBelf B«par»t«d from tht^ 

nobl^.' On the whole» he wiie 

^Me enough, ^id the Cftrdmal, if 

he wer^ not &&nily persuaded hj the 

VI If ' 1 lilt one day^ |>erh&pSf he tnight 

ve^Higaiii.^ Not withBt,Ti] ding 

! >^j! expresaiolLB of approbation , 

i^tiji:L Urttnvelle permitted hiniBelf in, 

Lis letters t<i Philipt he neTcr failed to 

tn:ji7iuivt to the monarch every fact^ 

.^<ry rumour^ every innuendo which 

inig;Iit prtijuditie the royal miod against 

that nobleman or againat any of the 

ucibleiueii, whose characterg he at the 

De time protested he waa most un- 

ng to injure* It is true that he 

t mainly by inj^inuation^ wMIe he 

||v«i apt to conclude hia statemeute 

disclaimera upon his own part, 

[vnd Kith hopee of improvement in the 

[ «MadTi«7t of the seigniors. At ttna par- 

IkulKr point of time he furnished 

Philip ^ith a long and most circiira- 

lUbtk) Acconntr of a treaeonable cor- 

rtepo&dduce which was thought to b« 

|£oiag on between the leading nobles 

hkI the future emperor^ MoximilimL* 

iTie uarrativB was a good specimen of 

I thfi masterly fftyle of innuendo in which 

I tiie Cardinal excelled,^ and by which he 

I WAS often enabled to convince hia ma^- 

Ibrof the truth of certain itatementB 

•%Mle affecting to discredit them. He 

had heard a story , he eaid, whieh ho 

felt bound to communicate to hia Ma- 

jtsity, although he did not himaelf im- 

|»lidtly believe it. He felt himself the 

more bound to apeak upon the subject 

hficaust it tallied e^tartly v.ntk Intel li- 

rt^.^..^ - *v^K?h he had received from 

iirce. The »tory wag,* that 

se ee!gniof3(the Cordinaldid 

mut know wfiich, for he had not yet 

ItiHUnht proper to inveatigate the mat- 

r) bad said thiit 3:uther than consent 

i tii# King ahould aot in this mat- 



i PH>^9i^ d'EtJvt tL ass, > Ibid 

• m^, vlt. 45, 46. 

• loi*i, vL Sav.ViS, • Tliict 

• ** Y aik^Les tiligcila B. M. C* al ta\jiiv que 
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ter of the bi^hopriea against the privi- 
leges of Bralmnt, the no\4*;a would 
ekt't fm' their mrertijn mme o/AtT prifiee 
of the blumL This, said the Cardinal, 
was perhaps a fantasy rather than an 
actual determination. Count Egmontj 
to be stire^ he said, was constantly ex- 
changing letters with the King of Bo- 
hemia (Maximilian), and it was aup- 
posed, therefore, thnt he waa the 
prince of the blood who was to be 
elected to govern the provinces. It 
was determined that he ahould be 
chosen King of the EomanSj by fnir 
mee'm^ or by force, that he should as- 
semble an army to attack the Nether- 
Ian rls, that a etirreapouding movement 
should be made within the atfttea, and 
that the people ahould be made to rise, 
by giving them- the. rstTM in the mattei* 
of reUgiom The Cardinal, after re- 
counting all the particulars of thia 
fictionj with great minuteness, added, 
with apparent frankness, that the cor- 
reapDiidence between Egmont and 
MaxitniUan did not a3tt^niah him, be- 
cause there had been mimh intimacy 
between them in the time of the lat« 
Emperor. He did not feel convinced^ 
theref^re^ from the frequency of the 
lettera exchanged, that there wag a 
8ehem« to raise an army to attack tht? 
proTinoea and to have him elected by 
force. On the contrary, Maaimilian 
could never accomplish such a scheme 
without the aaid stance of his impenal 
father the Emperorj, who Granvelle 
waa oonviiioed would rather die than 
be mixed up mth such viHany against 
Philip,^ Moreover, unless the people 
should become stdll more corrupted by 
the bad counsels constantly given 
them, the Cardinal did not believe 
that any of the great nobles had the 
power to dispose in this way of the 
provinces at their pleaenre. Therefore, 
he conchided that the sttiry waa to be 
rejected as improbable, although it 
b^ come to him directly from the 
house of the said Comit Egmont J It 
is rernm-kabl© that, at the commence' 
ment of his narrative^ the Cardinal 



ifitcntur taqta TellfLqueiia contra Y, H," — 
Pnpia™d'Efcat.. vi. 635-558, 

T ♦♦ . AuuquB Die de^lim qup salia de lA 

Ciiaa ^iroprU dot diaho oonida."^lbl(L 
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hud expresaed liia igrmraiice of the 
u^me of thtj&eigmor wbo waa hatobitig 
all thia treason^ while at the end of it 
he gave a local L^bitatiou to thti plot 
in the ^.i^ilace of EgmoDt. It i& ahd 
quite chara<:teriBtic that he should 
add thi'it^ after all, he coDfiidered that 
Tvobkmaii one of the moat haneat of 
aU, if fippeni'^iniee* did «wi deceitt,^ 

It may be sitpposed, howeTer, that 
all theae detolla of s, plot which wa^ 
quite imaginary, were lively to produce 
more effect tipon a nuiid bo narrow 
and m BUBpiciuiiB as that of PhiUp, 
thciu could the vague Ke&erdous of the 
CardiDid, th;it in Kpite of all^ he would 
dare be i^wom that he thought the 
Count houest, and that men ahould be 
what they Beemed. 

K ot w ithatanding the consfpiracy, 
whioh according to GranvcHe'a letters 
had been formed a^inat hinij notwith- 
fitanding that hia life was daily threat- 
enudj he did not ad^se the King at 
thia period to avenge him by any pub- 
lic esploaion of wrath. He remem- 
bered, he pioualy obaer¥€d, that iFen- 
geance belonged to God, and that He 
would rejiay.* Therefore he passed 
over hiBitltfl meekly, because that com- 
pfirted be^t with bis majeBty'a service. 
Therefore, too, he instructed Philip to 
tnake n«> demonstratioD at that time, 
in <^rder not to damage his own afiUire. 
He advieed him to dksemble, and to 
pretend not to know what waa going 
OQ lu the provinceii.' Knowing that 
hia master looked to him daily for in- 
structioDs, always obeyed them with 
entire docility, and, in fact^ eoidd not 
move a atep id Netherlond matters 
without them, ho proceeded to dictate 
to him the terma in which he was to 
write to the noblea, and especially laid 
down rulea for hia ^uidanee in his 
comidg interviews with the Seigneur 
de Montigny.^ Philip, whose only 
talent conaLsted in the capacity to 
learn «uch Icfiaona with laborioua 



Dutch Repuhlw. 



[im: 



J *' For uno do lo* maa dAroi y de <ju3en 

jto mi ti^janf^n — Papibra d'Etat, vL fi^5>^i, 

* Ibid., 653-&62. 
» ibid. 

* Ibid., £iS2-dGfi. GozreepotiduMJtt de 

BiUippfc a» L sie. 

A Ihk. < l\M, 



effort^ waa at thia junctimeparticukrlj 
in need of tuition. The Cardiml in- 
stnicted him, accordingly, that Le was 
to disabuse aU men of the impre^oD 
that the Spanish Inquisition vm tm J 
bii introduced into the pi'oviJiGeiL H# ] 
was to VfTite to the seiguior£i protoieicg 1 
to pay them their arrears of «rikry ; bfti 
was to exhort them to do all iu tieir 1 
power for the advancement of rtBgien ] 
and maintenance of the royal autbf* 
Hty I and he was to sLiggLnat to thcti 
that, by his answer to the Aritwrrfi 
deputation, it was proveii 
was no intention of estd 
Inquisition of Spain, imdor ^i 
the new bisho^irica.* The King 
furthermore, to signify hitP d&eM 
all the nobles should e^ert then 
to e£tace thie false impre^^iOQ J 
popular mind. He wm also to i 
himself to the eame etl^ct concemii 
the Spaniah Inqtiisition. the bi^ 
and the religious queation, in t 
letters to Madame de Parma, 
were to be read in full couuciL* 
Cardinal alao reoewed his instructioi 
to the King ^ to the manner m wh 
the Antwerp deputies vsero to be ! 
sweredj by giving them, natne]| 
ranees that to transpknt the f 
Inquisition into the provinces wi 
as hoi>eless &a to attempt ite est 
ment in Naples J He rene 
desire that Phihp should cont] 
the story about the half doaen hia 
and he ospeciaUy directed ^ . 
form Montigny that Br 
known of the new biahupriL'. .... 
Cardinal Ttds, urged Gi-anveJia, irt* 
particularly neceaaory, be^^o^e th* 
seigniors were irritated that ao iiEp«i< 
toDt a matter should hava been clw ~ ' ' 
upon w fthout their advice, «,Dd 1 
the Marqiu^ B^rghen was now 
" cock of the oppoaition/'^ 

At about the aame timOi H WVfi Jt' 
cided by Qranvelle and the Kl^^U in 
conjunction with the King, to mm ^ 

• Fapiura d'Etat, vi, &r4, 

» " Que yo ha^ t- M. n'* 

uo cartjando Ji}9 iits iiaii^ b.^ii 

media dfi£t»ria no atft* t^ . ^(jvu* 

7 V. M. pueda Jiy.giu ai jaAuiui Ubl «»• 

ise duvfi liavor paandio uor ol tngjAwtikiLliX" 

—Ibid, ^es, coy. 

■ Correspoudauoe de Philippe U^ L B% 
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1 and jeal^iuey among the nobles, 
r giTiiig greater " mercedes " to Bome 
fco others, although liirge aums 
ireire realiy due Uy fvll. In particular, 
'h^ attempt w&& made m this paltry 
Danner, to humiliate William of 
nge-^ A conHidert^hle Bum wai 
1 to l^motit, and A tiifling one to 
^^ Prinoe, in eotiMderation oi their 
large claims upon the treaauij.^ Mora- 
over, the Dulte €f Aerechot wae aelected 
ai envoy to the Frankfort diet, where 
the King of the Ruioaiua wom to be 
elected^ with tho e^preea inteotioDf aa 
MargtiUf^t wrote to Philip, of creatiiig 
ihd&tojm amoDg the noblee^ aa he had 
mggestecL The Ducheaa at the same 
time inf^ixDed her brotner tbati accord- 
ing to fierlayiDOiit, the Princfi of 
OraD^ waa neTolviAg some great de- 
UgDj prejudicial to hia MaJ€«ty^s ser- 

Philips whi> already began to euapect 
fh&t a mui wba thought go much must 
W dangeroufl} Wit& eager to find out the 
Bcheme over which WilHam the Silent 
WM fiuppoBed to be brooding, and wrote 
If It ireah iiittiUigence to the Ducbess, 
Neitiitr JiLirgaret nor the €!'arditial| 
lirtwevtsr, could diacoTor anything 
ttfl;aifiat the Prince— who, tDeantime, 
altiiirttgb disappointed of the mission 
twFrajikfort, had gone to that city in 
hi* privrtte capacity — flaying that he 
lioard to say, " One day we 
ritronger.^' * GranveBe and 
UK-, da Paiina both coDimunicatad 
i upon the same day, hut tbia 
[that they were able to diseover 
dthe Liteiitplot* 

In the auikimn of thia year (1562) 
Muntigny made hia viait to Bmm, as 
a^nhdeuttal envoy from the Eegent. 
The King being fully prepared as to 
the mzmner in which he was to deal 
with him, received the ambaagadoT 
with great conliality. He informed 
Mm ill the course of their mtervievva, 
; Oras^velle had never attempted to 
prejudice agaiuHt the noblea, 
he was incapable of the malice 
1 atfsdfi, ili. 121. Bom rBvosquo, IL 41- 

* Ibi.l. 

• " Qtift iklgiffii din serian less mas fiiertsa." 



[ittrjbnted to Mva, and that oven were 
it otberwiae, his evil repreaontationa 
against other public ger\^ajita would 
produce no effect' Tbtt King further- 
more protested that he bad no inten- 
tion of introducing the Spanish Inqui- 
aition into the Netherlauda, and that 
the new hlehops were not intended as 
agents for aueh a design, but had beeo 
appointed aolely with a view of amooth- 
log religio^ia ditficidtiea in the pro- 
Yincea, and of leading his people back 
into the fold of the f aithfuL He added, 
that aa long ago as his visit to England 
for the purpuae of espousing Queen 
Maty I he had entertained the project 
of the new cpiscopatea, aa the Marquis 
Bet^hen, wilJi whom he had conversed 
freely upon the subject, could bear 
witneae,^ With regard to the con- 
nexion of Granvelle with the scheme, 
he a^ured Montigny that the Car^iinal 
had not been previously consulted^ but 
had &r&t learned the plan after the 
mlsfflon of Sonniufl.* 

Such was the purport of the Kiag's 
communications to the envoy^ a^ t\^ 
peara from memoranda in the royal 
han d-writing and from the corrcapoud- 
etioe of Maj^garet ef Parma. Philip's 
exaotneaa in conforming to his inatrnc- 
tlons is suffldiently apparentj on com- 
paring hia atatementa with the letters 
previoualy received from the omm- 
present Cardinal Beyond the lira its 
of those direetionB the King hardly 
hazarded a syllable. He was merely 
the plenipotentiary of the Cardinal, as 
Montigny of the Regent. So long as 
GmnveUe'fi power laated, he wae abso- 
lute and infallible. Such, then, waa 
the amount of aati^action derived from 
the miosioD of Montigny. There was 
to he no dimimition oi the rehgioua 
persecution, but the people were aa- 
Bured, upon royal authority, that the 
In<iuiaitioD, by which they were daily 
burned and beheaded, could not be 
logically denominated the Spaniflh In- 
quieition^ In addition t<> the oomforfc, 
whatever it might he, which the nation 



— Papiora d*Etu.t> vii. S. CorreBpoudcuice dg 

? Ibid. Ibid. 

* Comeflpotidauce da PhQIppe Ih, i ^. 
Strada, iL 122, 123- 
T Ibid. "IWd 
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i»o\iM (lorivo from this statement, they 
wort) aim) conHoled with the information 
that ( jriuivelle wud not the inventor of 
tho hiHhoprictf. Although he had vio- 
huitly Hupportod tho meiiaure as soon 
tU4 piibliHhod, Hecrotly denouncing as 
hvitom and doniagogues, all those who 
lifttul their vuioes against it, although 
ht) wiw tho originator of the renewed 
tMliuts, although ho took, daily, per- 
Houal i>ains tliat this Netherlaud In- 
quiHltion, ''more pitiless than the 
Siumish," should be enforced in its 
rigour, and, although he, at the last, 
opiuJBod tho slightest mitigation of its 
horrors, he was to be represented to 
tho nobles and the people, as a man of 
mild imd unprejudiced character, in- 
caiuiblo of injuring even his enemies. 
" I will deal with the seigniors most 
blandly," tho Cardinal had written to 
Philip, "and will do them pleasure, 
even if they do not wish it, for the 
sake of God and your Majesty."^ It 
was in this light, accordingly, that 
Philip drew the picture of his favourite 
minister to the envoy. Montigny, al- 
though somewhat influenced by the 
King's hypocritical assurances of the 
Wniguity with which he regarded the 
Netherlands, was, nevertheless, not to 
be deceived by this flattering portrait- 
ure of a man whom he knew so well 
and detested so cordially as he did 
Granvelle. Solicited by the King, at 
their parting interview, to express his 
candid opinion as to the causes of the 
dissatisf^-ition in the provinces, Mon- 
tigny very frankly and most impru- 
dently gave vent to his private animo- 
sity towanls the Cardinal He spoke 
of his licentiousness, greediness, osten- 
tation, despotism, and assured the 
monarch that nearly all the inhabi- 
tants of the Netherlands entertained 
the same opinion concerning him. He 
then dilated upon the general horror 
inspired by the Inquisition, and the 
gi-eat repugnance felt to the establish- 
ment of the new episcopates. These 
thive evils, Granvelle, the Inquisition, 
and the bishoprics, he maintained were 
tho n^al and sufficient causes of the 



' ■' \o iiMir« V.VU uiiuM todjt blauauro, y lc8 
liHi-0 pliixer en qiuuito pudiuro auuqiio no 
iiuiuitULi mra scrvicio de Dios e do V. X." — 
l\i|>it:n» u'lftota vi. S73. 
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increasing popular discontent.* Time 
was to reveal whether the open-hearted 
.envoy was to escape punishment for 
his frankness, and whether vengeance 
for these crimes against GranveUe and 
Philip were to be left wholly, as the 
Cardinal had lately suggested^ in the 
hands of the Lord. 

Montigny returned late in Decem- 
ber.' His report concerning the re- 
sults of his mission was made in the 
state council, and was received with 
great indignation.^ The professions 
of benevolent intentions on the part 
of the sovereign made no impression 
on the mind of Orange, who was al- 
ready in the hitbit of receiving secret 
information from Spain with regard to 
the intentions of the govemmentw He 
knew very' well that the plot revealed 
to him by Henry the Second in the 
wood of Vincennes was still the royal 
programme, so far as the Spanish 
monarch w^is concerned. Moreover, 
his anger was heightened by informa- 
tion received from Montigny that the 
names of Orange, Egmont, and their 
adherents, were cited to him aa he 
passed through France as the avowed 
defenders of the Huguenots, in politics 
and religion.^ The Prince, who was 
still a sincere Catholic, while he hated 
the persecutions of the Inquisition, 
was furious at the statements A vio- 
lent scene occurred in the counciL 
Orange openly denounced the report 
as a new slander of Granvelle, while 
Margaret defended the Cardinal and 
denied the accusation, but at the same 
time endeavoured with the utmost 
earnestness to reconcile the conflicting 
parties.* 

It had now become certain, however, 
that the government could no longer 
be continued on its present footing: 
Either Granvelle or the seigniors must 
succumb. The Prince of Orange was 
resolved that the Cardinal should MI, 
or that he would himself withdraw 
from all participation in the affiiirs of 
government. In this decision he was 
sustained by Egmont, Horn, Montigny 
Beighen, and the other leading noble& 

~«'s«^iHtL iii TO** T?A ^orrwwTlftnHftm■«>.^;i 

Philippe II . L 233. 
' Stradu, iii. 123. 
« Ibid. • Ibid. • Ibid. 



45G3.] 



L^er to PhUip. 



191 



CHAPTER r?. 

at letter la PhiUp, frfira Onwi^ffB, Kgrwriiit, Jiufl Mavn — ^Egmont'i qunn'cl wit!i Asrstthot 

I «ii4 witii Arenibaix— rtiilip's auswertdtho three uoblea^BisinjKtn.i ^ ■ ]>UL.bcafl 

f — %Tniout dtjoilui-'s tiic Kmt'''9 invitfttton to vlutt SuftiTi— ^-cond h- ■ njo iwSg'- 

ruioi^^^ — Mi9=fvTi ^^f ArTji'.nt'jn'^ -Lttterof Alva— S^lc^t^t letters of Gi'ui. . inli^t — The 

' '.'..■tioiifl— Hw o^inpIuiiitH Hi to thu lukfjwiivibite-jia of 

■if the InquifflitioTi' — Auiaudotca to ihtiir dincnodit pH- 

P'^ksed ui?c:il':shUj (or thu KiUir'fi |.itv;^onca In tin? pro- 

■^uhwondi — Appnoachinc' crisis — ^Auxiety of GrftWv<}IJo 

— lavtuitkm <>f the rotilscnp tivtiiy — ComMiKJudence 

^vitti Philip ujiOQ tbo fiuhjoL-t— Entire witbiimwcU of 

il— tha kirn? artvJ&oR ^vith Alva eonc^irniiig ths 

recii Philip's arrEuigenieuts — Wm iiecrflt nnUi to the 

Oiav ' Ts — Dujwirturei of GmnvC'nti fnj^tii theNfithar- 

luiil ■ luu t'j ita caw^y-'LudiqrtJtiH coudu'i^t of Br^d^rod^ and Hoog- 

ftnL> aHiidtinU in Qmnv^ilk's ecMTtiapondunoo conceniiii^ hie recnll— 

Univ 1 1 — Tfio Cardinal d&iajived bj th 6 Kint,' — <3r&iivul]e in refcjjpiirtifJht— 

His eiAi:-m-L;ij:i "^fii— lYurfi m ih&pta^lnv&^ aai^hiflrettuii— tlnivtraal joyat his denrtrtuna 

— Uej.irei*^ tatluDs tc hiH diearedit made by tha Dut'htifla to pbUip — Hot U^fpoeriticiii totU^rs 

lotbei CarE jual— M A^qiietode at Coutit Mjujaf aid's — ^haxiioniia.y'e advlDu to his brotlior — 

' neviiiw ot GriiknTeJk'a Administmtloii a^d f^tiniatfl of his chiuiict«T> 



H^ioiii.Seiii 
dc|uet of ( 



Pit tlifl llth of March lfj63. Orange, 

Idm^ ati^ Egmunt niiitcdin a remark- 

b^lB letter to the Kiu^.^ Ther said 

as their longer '* tacitujTii1:|y " 

bt ea^use the ruin of hia Majesty *fl 

"Sj they ware at last compelled to 

sOetioe. They hoped tlmt tii^ 

_ would neceive with btinignity a 

unnjnication which wa« pivte, frankj 

1 free frc*m all pasef on. The leEwiing 

feraonagfis of the province, they con- 

cued, having thoroughly exftmined 

natiire ajid extent c! Cardinal 

[Onrnvelle^B authority^ bad arrived at 

tlifl GonclusioD that everythiDg was in 

Mb haudB. Thk pei-auaaion^ they aaid^ 

WM rooted in the hearts of all hia 

Jijeaty's aubjecte, ivncl particularly in 

liicir &wti, m deepljj that it could not 

* eradicated as long as the Cardinal 

The King waa therefore 

rimpSored to eonaider the neccsfiity of 

remedying the evii The royal afiFaira, 

it was affirmedi woxild never be mxo 

ceasfully conducted ao long m they 

were entnuated to Granvolle, because 

he was so odious to ao many people. 

If the danger were not imminent, they 

feould not fc!?el obliged to write to his 

lajesty with bo much vebemeace. It 

, however, an affair which allowed 

f delay nor disdmulation. They 

t prayed the King, if they had 

afcsers'ed credence in things of 

*dgKt, to believe them now. By so 



doing, hiB Majesty wotiM avoid great 
misebief. l^Liny grand atigniors, g<h 
TerdOtts, and others, had thought; it 
necessary to give this notieei in order 
that the King might prevent the ruin 
of tho country. If^ however, hia Ma- 
jesty were wilMng, as they hoped, to 
avoid diBcontenting all for the &Bk^ of 
aatiafying one^ it was jioeeible that 
affairs might yet proaper. That they 
might not he thoMght influenced by 
ambition or by hope of private profit, 
the writers nsked leave to retire from 
the state-council. Neither their repu- 
tation, they Biid, nor the inteientg of 
the royal service would pei mit them 
to act with the Cardinal, They pro- 
fessed themselves dutiful Buhjects Siiid 
Catholic vaaaalB* Had it not been lojr 
the zeal of the leading seigniors, the 
nubility, and other well disposed per- 
soui*, affairs would not at that moment 
he BO tranquil ; the common people hav- 
iiig been so much injured, and the man- 
ner of life pursued by the Cardinal ntit 
being calctdated to give more Batiafao- 
tion than was afforded by his unlimited 
authority. In conclusion, the writers 
begged his Majesty not to thruw the 
blame upon them, if mischance should 
foEow the neglect of this warning. 

This memorable letter waa signed 
by GutUaume de Kassau, Lanitiral 
d'Egrnout, and PhiHppea de Montmo- 
rency ( Count Horn}, It waa despatehed 
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under cover to Charles de Tisnacq,^ 
a Belgian, and procurator for the affairs 
of the Netherlands at Madrid, a man 
whose relations with Count Egmont 
were of a friendly character. It was 
impossible, however, to keep the mat- 
ter a secret from the person most in- 
terested. The Cardinal wrote to the 
King the day before the letter was 
written, and many weeks before it was 
sent, U) apprize him that it was coming, 
and to instruct him as to the answer 
he was to make.* Nearly all the lead- 
ing nobles and governors had adhered 
to the substance of the letter, save the 
Duke of Aerschot, Count Aremberg, 
and Baron Berlaymont. The Duke 
and Count had refused to join the 
league; violent scenes having occurred 
upon the subject between them and 
the leaders of the opposition party. 
Egmont, being with a large shooting 
party at Aerschot's country place, 
Beaumont had taken occasion to urge 
the Duke to join in the general demon- 
stration against the Cardinal, arguing 
the matter in the rough, ofif-hand, 
recklesH manner which was habitual 
with him. His arguments offended 
the nobleman thus addressed, who was 
vain and irascible. He replied by 
aflBrming that he was a friend to Eg- 
mont, but would not have him for his 
master. He would have nothing to 
do, he said, with their league against 
the Cardinal, who had never given him 
cause of enmity. He had no disposi- 
tion to dictate to the King as to his 
choice of ministers, and his Majesty 
wa« quite right to select his servants 
at liirt own pleasure. The Duke added, 
that if the seigniors did not wish him 
for a friend, it was a matter of indif- 
ference to him. Not one of them was 
his superior; he had as large a band of 
noble followers and friends as the best 
of them, and he had no disposition to 
accept the supremacy of any nobleman 
in the land. The conversation carried 
on in this key soon became a quarrel, 
and from words the two gentlemen 

1 Htruda, iii. 126. 

a I*ai)ior8 d'Etiit, vii. 11-21. 

■ Papiors d'Etat, vii. 6, 11-21. Correspon- 
daiico do rhilippo II., i. 241, 242. Strada, 
iii. 124. 

* rai)ior8 d'Etat, vii. 11-21.—*' Con verso 
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would soon have come to blowB, but 
for the interposition of Arembeig and 
Robles, who were present at the scene. 
The Duchess of Parma, nanutiiig tbs 
occurrence to the King, added that a 
duel had been the expected result of 
the afi^ir, but that the two nobles bad 
eventually been reconciled.' It was 
characteristic of Aerschot that he con- 
tinued afterward to associate with the 
nobles upon friendly terms, while main- 
taining an increased intimacy with the 
CardinaL* 

The gentlemen who sent the letter 
were annoyed at the premature publi- 
city which it seemed to have attained. 
Orange had in vain Bolici|ed Count 
Aremberg to join the league^ and had 
quarrelled with him in consequence.' 
Egmont, in the presence of Madame 
de Parma, openly charged Arembeig 
with having divulged the secret which 
had been confided to him. The Count 
fiercely denied that he had uttered a 
syllable on the subject to a human . 
being; but added that any communi- 
cation on his part would have been 
quite superfluous, while Egmont and 
his friends were daily boasting of what 
they were to accomplish. Egmont 
reiterated the charge of a breach of 
faith by Aremberg. That nobleman 
replied by laying his hand upon his 
sword, denoimcing as liars all persons 
who should dare to chaige him again 
with such an offence, and ofifering to 
fight out the quarrel upon the instants 
Here, again, personal combat was^ with 
much difficulty, averted.* 

Egmont, rude, reckless, and indis- 
creet, was already making manifest 
that he was more at home on a battle- 
field than in a political controversy 
where prudence and knowledge of 
human nature were as requisite as 
courage. He was at this period more 
liberal in his sentiments than at any 
moment of his life. Inflamed by hu 
hatred of Granvelle, and determined 
to compass the overthrow of that mi- 
nister, he conversed freely with all 

con ellos, y ellos con el, con m\iy^ buena can, 
y ny mas ny meuos el conmigo y yo con 
el." 

» Papiers d'Etat, vii. 18, 19. 

* Strada, iii. 126. Corrospondance ds 
PbiUi)pe II., i. 248. 
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kinds of people, sought popularity 
•mong the burghers, and descanted to 
every one with much imprudence upon 
the necessity of union for the sake of 
liberty and the national good.^ The 
Regent, while faithfully recording in 
her despatches everything of this na- 
ture which reached her ears, expressed 
her astonishment at Egmont's course, 
because, as she had often taken occa- 
tdon to inform the King, she had always 
considered the Coimt most sincerely 
attached to his Majesty's service.^ 

Berlaymont, the only other noble of 
prominenoe who did not approve the 
11th of March letter, was at this period 
attempting to '' swim in two waters," 
and, as usual in such cases, foimd it 
very difficult to keep himself afloat. 
He had refused to join the league, but 
he stood aloof from Granvelle. On a 
hope held out by the seigniors that his 
80Q should be made Bishop of Liege, 
he had ceased during a whole year 
from visiting the Cardinal, and had 
never spoken to him at the council- 
board.' Granvelle, in narrating these 
drcumstances te the Eling, expressed 
the opinion that Berlaymont, by thus 
attempting te please both parties, had 
thoroughly discredited himself with 
both.* 

The famous epistle, although a most 
reasonable and manly statement of an 
incontrovertible fact, was nevertheless 
a document which it required much 
boldness to sign. The minister at that 
moment seemed omnipotent, and it 
was obvious that the King was deter- 
mined upon a course of political and reli- 
gious absolutism. It is, therefore, not 
Borprising that, although many sus- 
tained its principles, few were willing 
to affix their names te a paper which 
might prove a death-warrant to the 
signers. Even Montigny and Berghen, 
although they had been active in con- 
ducting the whole cabal, if cabal it 
could be called, refused te subscribe the 
letter.* Egmont and Horn were men 
of reckless daring, but they were not 
keen-sighted enough to perceive fully 

1 CoTTespomdauce de Philippe II., i. 248. 
«IWd. 

» PSftpiem d'Etat, vii. 11-21. * Ibid. 
* CoTreepniid.'uico do Philippe II., i. 2. 
VOL. I. 



Consequences of the March Letter, 



193 



the consequences of their acts. Orange 
was often accused by his enemies of 
timidity, but none ever doubted his 
capacity to look quite through the 
deeds of men. His political foresight 
enabled him to measure the dangerous 
precipice which they were deliberately 
approaching, while the abyss might 
perhaps be shrouded to the vision of 
his companions. He was teo tranquil 
of nature to be hurried, by passion, into 
a grave political step, which in cooler 
moments he niight regret. He reso- 
lutely, therefore, and with his eyes 
open, placed himself in open and re- 
corded enmity with the most powerful 
and dangerous man in the whole Spa- 
nish realm, and incurred the resent- 
ment of a King who never forgave. 

Philip answered the letter of the three 
nobles on the 6th June following. In 
this reply, ^ which was brief, he acknow- 
ledged the zeal and affection by which 
the writers had been actuated. He 
suggested, nevertheless, that, as they 
had mentioned no particular cause for 
adopting the advice contained in their 
letter, it would be better that one of 
them should come te Madrid te con- 
fer with him. Such matters, he said, 
could be better treated by word of 
mouth. He might thus receive suffi- 
cient information to enable him teform 
a decision, for, said he in conclusion, it 
was not his custom te aggrieve any of 
his ministers without cause. ^ 

This was a fine phrase, but under 
the circumstances of its application, 
quite ridiculous. There was no ques- 
tion of aggrieving the minister. The 
letter of the three nobles was very 
simple. It consisted of a fact and a 
deduction. The fact stated was, that 
the Cardinal was odious te all classes 
of the nation. The deduction drawn 
was, that the government could no 
longer be carried on by him without 
imminent danger of ruinous convul- 
sions. The fact was indisputable. The 
person most interested confirmed it in 
his private letters. " 'Tis said," wrote 
Granvelle to Philip, "that grandees, 

« Covrespondance de Guillaume lo Tacit, 
ii. 41, 42. 

' Ibid — '* Car ce n'est pas ma coustume de 
gi*ever aucuns de mes ministres sans cause.'* 
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nobles F taid paople, Vkll abhor tne^ nor 
am I &ur|ineetl to fold that grand oea, 
nobk^B, and |>tiOiile iit jy; all ojienly agii^in^t 
nie, Bmu« eaeh and all have been in- 
vited to jt^in in the leagneK"* The 
Caidinal's rtiasona for the existence of 
the nnpopiilaTity, wkieh he admitted 
to the full, hr^ve no Imtiring \i|ion the 
pciittt in the letter- The fact was re- 
lied ttpon tosustiain a simpfle, nlthongli 
h tnoineTitoiua inference. It waa for 
Philip tc» decide ujxjn the propriety of 
the deductiotij aiiid to abide by the 
oom^iKj^uencea of hi& 1*^011 ition when, 
tiiken. As ususil, howeiiier, the n\f>n?ireh 
w,ia not capable of making up his 
mind. He knew vary well that the 
Cardinul W£U» odious tmd infjvmons^ 
b«caiiso ho was the willing impersona- 
tion of the ixiyal policy ^ Philip wfta, 
therefore, logically called upon to aban- 
don the policy or to finstaiii the minifl- 
ter* Hfli conld make up Ina mind to do 
' neither the one nor the other. In the 
meFintime a T^dl-twraed period of raoek 
mngnanimity hfui been fumiahedhim. 
Thia h6 accordingly tranamitted aa hia 
firat answm- to a tntiat important com- 
munication njion a aiibject whidbj in 
the words of the writer^, ** admitted 
neither of dieai Lonlatinn nor delny." 
To deprive Philip of dissimubtion iod 
' »Iay^ however, wa» to tak^ awny 1^ 

At the same time that he aent hia 
answer to the nobles, he wrote an ex- 
planatory lotter to the Regent. He 
informed her that he had received 
the coramnnj cation of the three seigni- 
ors, bnt instructed her tliat she was 
to apfjear to know nothing of the mat- 
ter until Egnvont aihould speak to h^ir 
upon the subject. He added that, 
althongh he had signified his wish to the 
three noblesi that one of them, with- 
ont apecifj^ng which, should c^ome to 
Mailrid, he in reality deaired that ^- 
mont^ who setimed the moat tnic table 
of the three, should be the one deputed. 
The King add et!, that his object was to 
divide the nobles, and to lywin tim/L * 

It was certainly superflnoiie upon 



m<s ftbhorrecian,*^ et&-^Fajphsm d'Etat, vii. 
* ComespoQdanofl do B^ppe U., I, 2&k 
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Philip a pnrt to inform hij sister thtt | 
hia object v - ^ - " '- 

however^ - 
mend to U 

ignorance on a su v. bidi| 

nobles had wittii,. irAw 

their eworcla in h^r piu&i;iit;^> 
however;! w»a the Kinjc^a etateau 
ship when left to his unaided BKerdoq 
In order mora fully to divide the noblBi 
the King also tranamitted to Egiiu}d 
a private note, in hia own baud wn tin 
expressing his d^aire that he &hfai| 
visit Spain in person, tliat they i 
confer together upon the whole 1 
jeot. * 

These letters, as migUt bo aup 
produoetl anything bnt a satisij 
effect. The disc^ontent antl ragnd 
gentlemen who hrvl written 
tained the 1 Itb of March commi3 
tion was much incTerised- Th* 
gwer was, in tnithj no aii. 
*'Tla a eold and bad n- 
Louia of Naasau, "tci stu . - 
long a delay. Tie easy to &t& i 
letter came from the Cardinal *?; i 
In tfummd^ it ia a vile bus 
gentlemen are aH to bn 1 
onb person. I hojie t 
will come Boon to an 
less," added Louk, '' u,-. .;.. 
all wide awake, for they trust | 
fellow not a bit mor© thAti 
servoflw" ^ 

The reader has alpeady seen t^t 
letter waa indeed fromi " the Ca 
Hinithy/' GranveUe having instnuS 
hia master how to reply iiD the sei^ 
om before the eommunication had I 
desfiatched. 

The Ducheaa wrote imme 
inform her brother that 
exprossed himself will: 
to Spain, birt had a* 1 
fiTst consult Orange 
soon as that step haH 
had been informed t 
eaiy for them to a^rl v 
gentlemen who Ead 
letter. The Ducheii^ hui Lii^."U tr 41 
in vain to prevent eudti an MKjnHft 

» Strada. UL 1^. Happsr Bwl cC 3 
* Correspond* da PUUippo l£, L T" 
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bat finding that, even if forbidden, it 
would still take place, she had per- 
mitted the meeting in Brussels, ae she 
could better penetrate into their pro- 
ceedings there, than if it should be 
held at a distance. She added that, 
ahe should soon send her secretary 
Armenteros to Spain, that the King 
might be thoroughly acquainted with 
wlukt was occurring.^ 

Egmont soon afterwards wrote to 
•Philipv declining to visit Spain ex- 
pressly on account of the Cardinal. 
He add^ that he was ready to under- 
take the^ journey, should the King 
command his presence for any other 
objecfe* The same decision was for- 
mally eemmunicated to the Regent by 
those ChevsJiers of the Fleece who had 
approved the 11th of March letter — 
Montigny> Berghen, Meghem, Mans- 
feld, Ligne, fioogstraaten, Orange, 
Egmont, and Horn. The Prince of 
(h^ge, speaking in the name of all, 
informed her that they did not con- 
sider it consistent with their reputa- 
tion^ nor with the interest of his Ma- 
jesty, that any one of them should 
mate so long and troublesome a jour- 
ney, in order to accuse the Cardinal. 
Fop any other purpose, they all held 
themselves ready to go to Spain at 
once. The Duchess expressed her 
wgret at this resolution. The Prince 
lepKed by affirming that in all their 
ppoeeedings they had been governed, 
no* by hatred of GranveUe, but by a 
lense of duty to his Majesty. It was 
now, he added, f er the King to pursue 
what course it pleased him.^ 

Poiu' days after this interview with 
^Regent, Orange, Egmont, and Horn 
addressed a second letter to the King.^ 
hk this communication they stated that 
tiiey had consulted with dSl the gentle- 
mett with whose approbation their first 
letter had been written. As to the 
journey of one of them to, Spain, as 
mggested, they pronounced it very 
dangerous for any seignior to absent 
Idnteelf, in the condition of affairs 

* Carrespondance de Philippe II., i. 255- 

»'lWd. 

» Ibid.. 259. 

* Oonrespondance de Guillaume le Tacit., 
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which then existed, Ifc was not at, 
sufficient cause to go thither on ac- 
count of Granvelle* They disclaimed, 
any intention of making themselves- 
parties to a process against the Car- 
dinal. They had thought that, their; 
simple, brief announcements would, 
have sufficed, to induce his Majesty 
to employ that personage in other 
places, where his talents would be 
more fruitful. As to " aggrieving the; 
Cardinal without cause," there was no- 
^estion of aggrieving him at all, but 
of relieving him of an office which 
could not remain in his hands without 
disaster. As to "no particular cause 
having been mentioned,** they said the 
omission was from no lack of many 
such. They had charged none, how- 
ever, because,, from their past services 
and their fidelity to his Majesty, they 
expected to be believed on their honour,, 
without further witnesses or evidence.. 
They had no intention ot making 
themselves accusers. They had pur-, 
posely abstained from specifications. 
If his Majesty should proceed to 
ampler information, causes enough 
would be found. It was better, how- 
ever, that they should be furnished, 
by others than by themselves. His. 
Majesty would then find that the 
public and general complaint was, 
not without adequate motives. They 
renewed their prayer to be excused 
from serving in the council of state, 
in order that they might not be after- 
wards, inculpated for the faults of 
others. Feeling that the controversy 
between themselves and the Cardinal de 
GranveUe in the state-council produced 
no fruit for his Majesty*s affairs, they 
preferred to yield to him. In conclu- 
sion, they begged the King to excuse 
the simplicity of their letters, the- 
rather that they were not by nature 
great orators, but more accustomed to. 
do well than to speak well, which was. 
also more becoming to persons of their 
quality.* 

On the 4th of August, Count Horn 



» "D'autant q\ie ne sommes point de na-- 
ture grans orateurs ou harangueurs, et plus 
accoustumez ^ bien faire que ii bien dire, 
comme ausSy il cest mieulx s€ant k gens de 
notre qualitfe." — Correspondance do Guil- 
laume Ic Tacit, ii. 42-47. 
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jalM addre88ed a private letter to the 
King, written in the same spirit as 
that which characterised the joint let- 
ter j uHt cited He issured his Majesty 
that the Cardinal could render no 
valuable jiorvi<» to the crown on ac- 
count of the hatred which the whole 
nation l)ore him, but tliat, as far as 
regarded the maintenance of the an- 
cient religion, all the nobles were will- 
ing to do their duty.^ 

The llegent now despatched, accord- 
ing to promise, her private secretary, 
Thomas de Armonteros, to Spain. His 
instructions,* which were very elabo- 
rate, shewed that Granvello was not 
mistaken when he charged her with 
being entirely changed in regard to 
him, and when he addressed her a 
reproachful letter, protesting his as- 
tonishment that his conduct had be- 
come suspicious, and his inability to 
divine the cause of the weariness and 
dissatisfaction which she manifested 
in regard to him.^ 

Armenteros, a man of low, mercen- 
arj', and deceitful character, but a 
favoiuito of the Uogent, and already 
beginning to acquire that influence 
over her mind which was soon to be- 
come HO preiloiuinant, was no friend of 
the (^^anliual. It was not probable 
that he would diminish the effect of 
that vague censure mhigled with faint 
Ci)mmendation which characterised 
Mai-garet's instruction by any lauda- 
tory suggestions of his own. He was 
dii-ected to sjHjak in general terms of 
the advance of heresy, and the increas- 
ing penury of the exchequer. He \\ as 
to retpiest two himdred thousand 
crowns towartl the lottery, which the 
Kogeut pn>posetl to set up as a finan- 
cial scheme. He was to represent that 
the Duchess hadtrieil, unsuccessfully, 
every conceivable means of accommo- 
divting the quarrel between the Cardi- 
nal and the seigniors. She recognised 
Ch-anvelle's great capacity, experience, 
zeiil, and devotion— for all which quali- 
ties she made much of him — while on 
the other hand she felt that it would 
bo a great inconvenience, and might 

1 CurrMpoudauco do Philipi^e.lL, L SGI, 

^ Ibid., 2<}&-9S7. 



' cause a revolt of the ooanizy, were she 
to retain him in the N^herlands 

; against the will of theaeigmois. These 
motives had compelled her, the mes- 
senger was to add, to place both views 
of the subject before the eyes of the 
King. Armenteros was, furthermore, 
to narrate the circumstances of the 
interviews which had recently taken 
place between herself and the leaders 
of the opposition party.* 

From the tenor of iiiese insiinictions, 
it was sufficiently obvious that Mar- 
garet of Parma was not anxious to re- 

j tain the Cardinal, but that, on the 
contrary, she was beginning already to 
feel alarm at the dangerous position in 
which she found herself. A few days 
after the three nobles had despatched 
their last letter to the King, they had 
handed her a formal remonstrance. 
In this document they stated their 
conviction that the country was on the 
high road to ruin, both as regarded his 
Majesty's service and the common 
weal. The exchequer was bare, the 
popular discontent daily increasing, 
the fortresses on the frontier in a dila- 
pidated condition. It was to be appre- 
hended daily that merchants and otiier 
inhabitants of the provinces would be 
arrested in foreign countries, to satisfy 
the debts owed by his Majesty. To 
provide against all these evils, but one 
course, it was suggested, remained to 
the government — to sununon the states- 
general, and to rely upon their counsel 
and support. The nobles, however, 
forbore to press this point, by reason 
of the prohibition which the Regent 
had received from the King. They 
suggested, however, that Buch an inter- 
diction could have been dictated only 
by a distrust created between his Ma- 
jesty and the estates by persons having 
no love for either, and who were deter- 
mined to leave no resource by which 
the distress of the country could be 
prevented. The nobles, therefore, 
be^ed her highness not to take it 
amiss if. so long as the King were in- 
disposed to make other arrangements 
for the administration of the provinoea^ 

■ Dom TEvesquo, \L 41-43. 
^ Com»}pouii2Uii» do Philippe IL, oU 
sup. 
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JlemonHi'ance ofihs Three St^ig7im's, 



fltate-oouneiL They Jl^^t?fe^Ted to 

! tlie flhuduw at Imit to disappeoj-, 

1 the J had &<> long peraooated. In 

DuiiusioD, however^ they exjiireaaBd 

eir det^rzniimtioii to do their duty in 

eir several govemjiientBj, and to serve 

RegcBt to the best of their abili- 

thls Temonstrimce hud been 

J the Pnno« ot Omiige, Cotmt 

ftnd Cottnt Egmo^nt ab^t^liied 

kl J from the eers^iotiB of the tstate- 

neii, She woEi left alone with the 

rtaU^hLFtu flhe alreiidy liatedj end 

two flhodo'Wij Vigliufl and 

tietiteros, after a month spent on 
amey, arrived in Spauii and was 
~ ait ted to ati audience by Philip. 
i interview, which lasted four 
read to the King all thd 
I {md documente with which 
L cx^me provided, and hnmbly re- 
prompt decision. Such n 
; was of cour?5e out of the quea^ 
Moreover, the Cortes of Tar- 
f which ha.ppened then to be in 
, and which ny quired the royal 
ti, supplied the mouarch with 
i asteuie fo? indulging m his hii- 
I Tacillatf on** Meantime, by w»j 
obtaining addlticinal comtael in so 
ave an emergency, he tmnsmitted 
he lettera (4 the noblea, together \sath 
be other papera to the Duke of AKa, 
quested his opinion on thw Hub- 
Alva replied with the roar of 
[ 1^-vit. 

" Kvery time," he wrote, '* thnt I see 

the cl&Hprit;<*he« of those three F'lemiiah 

feiiJtiiore* n*y rage is bo nuich excited 

iha if 1 dkl not nm all posaihle efforts* 

i> it, my eenti meats would 

of a. madman ." ^ A f t<?T th l» 

<f TirrK+eeded to pxpicss the 

! th© hfltretl aud com- 

lie Cardinal had arisen 

1 ion to the eonvocation 

1 J end. With regard to 

<> 4;i,— CampoinQ CorrcflpCKDdonco 

iij 1e Tacit, iii, 50 (nott^ by M^ 

i * K^nidn, m. 130. * tlild. 

* "'■ 'I 'J voo h'M tScb^jwiciane do 

M|iicll^ ... ^ .liiruo mo mucviiii 1a txjlyni, 
do uuw^icnt Hii4 ai no pmnusaeii mucho tDin- 
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peraoDB who had eo richly deserved 
such chftstisement, he recommended 
"that their head^ should be taken tM; 
but, until thi« could Ije done, that the 
King fthtmJd di&aemblo with them." 
He advised Philip not to reply to their 
lettei^p b\Tt merely to intimate, through 
the llegent, that their rE^asot^s for the 
courBe propoaod by them did not seem 
Siitlirfaotory. He did not preacHl^e 
this treatment of the caae aa "a true 
remedy, Itut only ns a palliative; b©- 
cAum fur the moment only weak medi- 
cinea could be employed, from wluch, 
however j but email effect could be an- 
ticipated."'* As to recalling the Caf^ 
din id, " OA the}" had the impudence to 
pr^iposc to liia Majesty/' the Duke mos^ 
deciidedly advised again^ the step. In 
the meantime, and before it should be 
practicable to proceetl " to that vigo- 
rous chastisement already indicKited,'' 
he advised separating toe nobles as 
much as poBsible by odmini^ering' 
flattery and dcceitfal caressea to Eg- 
mout, who might b^ entrapped morff 
eaeily than the othem 

Here, at letiut, Wfis a man who knevr 
his own mind. Here was a servant 
who could be relied ujxjn to do hia 
mafiter'a bidding whenever this master 
ahoidd require liia help. The vigorous 
explosion of wrath with whluh the 
Duke thus responded to the firat eymp- 
toms of what he regarded as rebellion, 
gave a feeble intimation of the tone 
which he would assume when that 
movement should have rifiicluxl a more 
adviuiced etage^ It might be gueas<>d 
what Mnd of remedieai he would one 
day prescribe in place of the **miM 
mediclnft?" in which he ^o reluctimtJy 
aGLjuicJced for the prescjit. 

vVhile this had been tlie course pur- 
sued by the seigniors^ tlie Hegent a lid 
the King, in regard to that ali-absorb- 
ing subject of Netherland politics— 
the struggle against Gi-anvflle--the 
Cardinal, in hia letters to Philip, hild 
been painting the situation by minuta 

pla^rla, crvo pnxxiisBna, hV.TS.. mi fipinimi da 
Iiomlina frowetioc*," etc, eta. — O. v. Pril^.» 
Arclilvea, ele., k lT5-lTt 

* " Qtie no ^Q piiccien aiiHciir sine 

mcd^clnoB nuiy fli>|iiJi y dndiviido mucho d« 
la o^>&mdou quo irfidran hnaiyr." — G* v. 
Frinat., AnibWea, etc;, L lT5-in, 
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daily touches, in a manner of which 
hw jxincil alone possessed the secret. 

Stai maintainmg the attitude of an 
injured "but forgiving Christian, he 
spoke of the nwbles in a tone of gentle 
sorrow. Ho deprecated any rising of 
4lni royal wrath in his behalf; he would 
continue to son-e the gentlemen, whe- 
ther they would or no; he was most 
anxious lest any considerations on his 
account should interfere with the 
K Inge's (locision in rcg.ard to the course 
to he i)urHued in tlie Netherlands. At 
ilu^ Hjvirio time, notwithstanding these 
gcni'ral |>rofcKrtionfi of benevolence to- 
wards the nobles, he represented them 
AS broken spendthrifts, wishing to 
weato general ct>nfusion in order to 
escape from ]>crrional liabilities; as 
ctniripinitoi's who had placed themselves 
within the reac^h of the attomey-gen- 
eral;* as ambitious malcontents -who 
wei"*! dispose-d to o-verthrow the ri)yal 
authority, ami to substitute an aiisto- 
eriiticrei»ublicuiHmits nuns. Hewoidd 
say nothing to prejudice the King's 
mind ivgainst these gentlemen, but he 
took cure to omit nothing which could 
piisMbly acccmiplish that result. He 
deMcribixl Uiem aa systematically op- 
p(»rtt;d to the ]U)licy which ho knew lay 
nearest the King's heart, and iw deter- 
in iued to {vssiis.siuato the faithful mi- 
nister who was so resolutely carrying 
it i»ut, if his removal could bo oHected 
in no other way. He spoke of the 
htate t)f religion as becoming more 
luul more uiLSJitisfactory, and bew;ulod 
the ditKeulty with which he could pro- 
cure the burning of heretics; difficul- 
ties originating in the reluctiiiee of 
men from wiioso elevated i-ank l>etter 
thim^s might have been expecteti 

As (Ji-anvelle is an impoi-tant per- 
«h»nage. as his character lias l.)een alter- 
nately the subjtvt of much censure 
aiul ot' more applause, and as the epoch 
now describtsl was the one in which 
\\\K\ causes of the great convulsion 
^t'lv rapidly gt»niiinating, it is abso- 
luti'lv necessjiry that the iv^vtler should 
btf pliU'Oil in a iK)sitIon to study the 
VKiiu clutrocter, iu» i>iunted by his own 



I Vniiluni d'Etut» viL 18. ll». suq. 
I Iba. fl^ 11-81; 1I{, Itf. sqii. 
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hand; the hand in which were placed^ 
at that moment, the destinies of a 
mighty empire. It is the historian's 
duty, therefore, to hang the picture of 
his sulministration fully in the light. 
At the moment when the 11th of 
lilarch letter was despatched, the Car- 
dinal represented Orange and Egmont 
as endeavouring by every method of 
menace or blandishment to induce all 
the giand seigniors and petty nobles 
to join in the league against himself. 
They had quarrelled with Aerschot and 
Aremberg, they had more than half 
seduced Berlaymont, and they stigma- 
tised all who refused to enter into 
their league as cardinalists and fami- 
liars of the Inquisition.* He protested 
I that he should regard their ill-will with 
indifference, were he not convinced 
that he was himself only a pretext, 
and that their designs were really much 
deeper.^ Since the return of Mon- 
tigny, the seigniors had established a 
league which that gentleman and his 
brother, Count Horn, had both joined. 
He would say nothing concerning the 
defamatoiy letters and pamphlets of 
which he was the constant object, for 
he wished no heed taken of matters 
which concerned exclusively himself. 
Notwithstanding this disclaimer, how- 
ever, he rarely omitted to note the ap- 
peanince of all such productions for 
his Majesty's especial information. 
" It was better to calm men's spirits," 
he said, "than to excite them." Aa 
to fostering quarrels among the seig- 
niors, as the King had recommended, 
that was hardly necessary, for dLsconl 
was fast sowing its own seeds. " It 
gave him much i^ain," he said, with a 
I C-hristiim sigh, '' to tjbserve that such 
I dissensions h<ul already risen, and un- 
' f ortimately on Ids account." * He then 
' proceciled ciix-umstantially to describe 
the quarrel between Aerschot and 
Egmont. already narrated by the Re- 
gent, omitting in his statement no i>ar- 
ticular which could make Egmont re- 
]>rehensible in the royal eyes. He 
likewise i>ainted the qiuvrrel between 
the Siime noble and Aremberg, to which 

* " Poro i^^ii me que la primuri causa 
toniu fiiii«1ameuto sobre lo quo me tiKa."— 
Fapiors d'Etat, viL 5, 11-21; IS, It), sqq. 
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he bad already aQuded in previous let- 
i^esra to the King, adding that many 
gentlemen, and even the more prudent 
part of the people, were dissatisfied 
with the course of the grandees, and 
that he was laking underhand but 
dexterous means to confirm them in 
such sentiments.^ He instructed Philip 
how to reply to the letter addressed to 
him, but begged his Majesty not to- 
hesitate to sacrifice him if the interests 
of his crown should seem to require 
it* 

With regard to religious matters, 
he repeatedly deplored that, notwith- 
. standing his own exertions and those 
of Madame de Parma, things were not 
going on as he desired, but, on the 
contrary, very badly — " For the love 
of Grod and the service of the holy re- 
ligion," he cried out fervently, -** put 
your royal hand valiantly to the work, 
otherwise we have only to exclaim, 
Help, Lord, for we perish 1 *' ^ Having 
uttered this pious exhortation in the 
ear of a man who needed no stimulant 
in the path of persecution, he pro- 
ceeded to express his regrets that the 
judges and other officers were not tak- 
ing in hand the chastisement of heresy 
with becoming vigour.* 

Yet, at that very moment Peter 
Titelmann was raging through Flan- 
ders, tearing whole families out of bed 
and burning them to ashes, with such 
utter disregard to ail laws or forms as 
to provoke in the very next year a 
wlemn protest from the four estates 
of Flanders; and Titelmann was but 
one of a dozen inquisitors. 

Granvelle, however, could find little 
satisfaction in the exertions of subor- 
dinates so long as men in high station 
were remiss in their duties. The Mar- 
quis Bei^ghen, he informed Philip, 
shewed but little disposition to put 
down heresy in Valenciennes, while 
Montigny was equally remiss at Tour- 

* "T yo procuro diestramente y so mano 
deinformarloscomo conviene," etc. — Papiers 
d'Etat, vii. 5, 11-21 ; 18, 19, sqq. 

> IWd. « Ibid., vii. 83. * Ibid., vU. 83. 
, » Ibid.. Yii. 45-61. « Ibid. 

' " T es la n^n^uando domina el interesse 
y no me espanto que deveu todos el alma y 
<^a dlA gttitaa maa^" etc., eto.—Ibid. 

* Ibid. 
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nay.*' They were often heard to say, 
to any who chose to listen, that it was 
not right to inflict the punishment of 
deaUi for matters of religion.* This 
sentiment, uttered in that age of 
cruelty, and crowning the memory of 
those imfortunate nobles with eternal 
honour, was denoimced by the Church-, 
man as criminal, and deserving of cas- 
tigation. He intimated, moreover, 
that these pretences of clemency were 
mere hypocrisy, and that self-interest 
was at the bottom oi. their compassion. 
" 'Tis very black," said he,'' *' when 
interest governs; but these men are 
all in debt, so deei)ly that they owe 
their very souls. They are seeking 
every means of escaping from their 
obligations, and are most desirous of 
creating general confusion." As to 
the Prince of Orange, the Cardinal as- 
serted that he owed nine himdred thou- 
sand florins, and had hardly twenty- 
five thousand a-year clear income, 
while he spent ninety thousand, hav- 
ing counts, barons, and gentlemen iu 
great numbers, in his household.^ At 
this point, he suggested that it might 
be well to find employment for some 
of these grandees in Spain and other 
dominions of his Majesty, adding that 
perhaps Orange might accept the vice- 
royalty of Sicily.^ 

Resuming the reli^ous matter, a 
few weeks later, he expressed himself 
a little more cheerfully. **"We have 
made so much outcry,' said he, " that 
at last Marquis Berghen has been 
forced to bum a couple of heretics at 
Valenciennes. Thus, it is obvious," 
moralised the Cardinal, "that if he 
were really willing to apply the remedy 
in that place, much progress might be 
made ; but that we can do but little 
so long as he remains in the govern- 
ment of the provinces and refuses to 
assist us."^^ In a subsequent letter, 
he again uttered complaints against 



« Papiers d'Etjit, vii. 51. 

10 ♦♦ Y se ha gridado tanto que al cabo 

el Marques de Ber^bes ha hecho quemar doa 

hereges en Valencianes sin ruydo que si 

de veras se quiriesso atender el remedio do 
aquella tierra mucho se podria aprovechar; 
pero no lo podremos bazer mientras estit en 
quel govierno si el no quiere ny de otra ma- 
neraque por su meno.*— Ibid., 69. 
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- -r* ■.-•: ^t- cti.riy. who were 
-. :.- ^-.i-r-c -^ .iii^l luigbears. 
: V .. r".- :> -0 ii'.l. lit" wrote, 
A .J. ..'.'. 'r.-.ein we send him. 
. : ■.-*:" :;r privato aud po- 
- J* -^ "^L "t'Lctiy has eatt'n 
:;^ rli'j Bishop of Toiir- 

■ s - ■•■ tx^ch he and the 
^ V • *.'■">■ 'c.'ii it is not right 

,: ■ i- ".'.atcers of faith, so 

\ .; .■ ir». jiul^e how much 

• . ■• IV ;i suoh coadjutors.'-' 

■ , M^-i :Iio jK'rsocution of 

^ 1 . Lv' ilio OaiiUiial again, a 

» .• ■.;» S^vivtary IVroz. He 

■X- ■■ 'n: M •■ T hishoalth. although 

, ',■ ^i\\ li-'.u Ukst siiy he is fat 

. .\ ' i;v;i!»velle added, how- 

■.. -./ON had at last ** bunied 

. .' '»%m!!v'i- alive." The here- 

. . .^! h ul leigntH^ n^iKMitanco 

■ . '-.ie. luit tinding that, at 
'■ . I'v.vxl would be cut off as 

.: VI . he ivtraettnl his reeauta- 

>;.». ' i\»neUuUsl the I'artlinal, 

. ,:i'. S. " ihev burned him.""* 

..■,.»,.» l.'d the sijyings and do- 

Iu« Miiiieipal i»erson;4?e8 in the 

. t'Kti. tor the iustruetion of the 

« -li k.ie.it regularity, insinuat- 

. . . ■ >ii 1 N\heu unable to furnish 

. ,-. iiid . I. Ming eharitable apolo- 

, '.■ Ii ho Luv'w \v(»ulil have but 

S-. I u|'i>ii tlu^ niuid of his cor- 

, I III "riuiri he Hi'ut an account 

v.i\ ,^iii't Miertiiig" held by 

, I iii.'iil llnni, Montigny, and 

II li I III' iibbf.y oi La Forest,* 

.III ... l^ .(ill ling, that he did not 

xiliii tlii\ had been doing there, 

ki I. '..I \\h:it to siisiH'ct. Ho 

(.,. iiiikI h<q>|iy. he said, to put 

.i iiiiiM[iii-i.ition upon their 

tiiii ho loiild n^t help remem- 

ui\\\ iioai hiurow the <>bser\'A- 

. i.,»ull\ iii.iilo by Orange to 

.lit lh.it I mo day they should 

11.,,. I L.tliT in the year, the 

...iKMi \ii ■,.'• ~s liiiil. 

'. , ...1,1.1 " Uii.l.. vii. lOJ. 

. I It. .|u.. unroll "— llii.l. 

I , tl Kll 

I ,11 '.'mi ('ll^lV^I^>ll«l.lIU'0 (lo 

U I -.'..■■ 
. ,. ....1 .11. i:. ill IMiilliijio II., i. '277. 
> I I > .111 till mi |iriinii'.> |>oniuo 
. I ■ .(> iii.i.i Ml ii.ii.«'o."— Papiers 
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Cardinal informed the King that the 
same noblea were holding a conference 
at AVeerdt, that he had not learned 
what had been transacted there, but 
thought the affair very suspicious.* 
Philip immediately communicated the 
intelligence to Alva, together with an 
expression of Granvelle's fears and of 
his own, that a popular outbreak would 
t>e the con8e<iuence of the continued 
presence of the minister in the Nether- 
lands.' 

The Cardinal omitted nothing in 
the way of anecdote or innuendo, 
which could injure the character of 
the leading nobles, with the exception, 
l)erhaps, of Count P^gmont. With 
this important personage, whose cha- 
racter he well understood, he seemed 
determine<l, if possible, to maintain 
friendly relations. There was a deep 
policy in this desire, to which we sliaU 
advert hereafter. The other seigniors 
wore described in general terms as dis- 
posed to overthrow the royal autho- 
rity. They were bent upon G ranvelle's 
downfall as the first step, l)ecau8e, that 
being acc<Mnplished, the rest would 
follow as a matter of course.** " They 
intend," said he, " to reduce the state 
into the form of a republic, in which 
the King shall have no ])ower except 
to do their bidding." ^ He added, tliat 
he saw with regret so many German 
troops gathering on the borders; for 
he believe<l tliem to be in the control 
of the disaffected nobles of the Nether- 
lands.^*^ Having made this grave in- 
sinuation, he pi-oceede<l in the same 
breath to express his anger at a stite- 
inent said to have been made by 
Orange and Egmont, to the effect that 
he had charged them with intending 
to excite a civil commotion, an idea, 
he added, which had never entered Ills 
head.^^ In the same paragraph, lie 
])oured into the most suspicious ear 
that ever listened to a tale of treason, 

» •• Y qucrrirtn re.luzir osfo en tiinuft do 
rcpublicji, oil Inqual no piulicAsc el UeyKlno 
<luo ellos (iuisiusscu." — Papicn* d'Etut, vii. 
105. 

i*> Ibid. — Compuro G. v. Priiist., j:Vrchivo8. 
etc. ; supplomout, 14-10. 

" Papiers d'Etjit, vii. 107.—" Proctiravan 

j do Icvautar cstoH pueblos lo quciu Jauioi 

uio loaso iK>r coiisumiouto." 



1563.] 

hie conviction that tlie noblea were 
!!]g a ropiiblic by the aid of fo^ 
iroopH, and uttered a complaint 

:. L 'Aiese nobl{^ bad aootifj*^l him ol 

£ug|}«ctiLDg thmu. Ab for Uie PHnce 
of Orjuigfij he was deficribed aa eter- 
ii%]ty boastings of hia influcttue in Ger- 
many* and the great thinga which he 
CfOiiJd ^fl'nci by means of hia comiexiona 
therct ^' 60 th;it^'^ ^ded the Cardinoi, 
" we hear no other aong.'' 

He hiiid much to eay canceming the 
fSNajects of tbti^se grondeea to abolifdi 
all the councils, btit that of etatej, of 
which body they intended to obtain 
Lgbe entire control Marquis Berghen 
Hb0 rcpreaetited tie bein|^ at the bottom 
^m all these intriguea. The general 
^■id evident int€ntioii wttfli to make a 
^pM^rough change in the form of govom- 
iBieBt*^ The Marquis meant to com- 
maud in everythtiag, rund the Diichesa 
would aoon have nothing to do in the 
]iroTiiices aa regent for the King. In 
fact, Philip hitJiBelf would be equally 
powerless, "lor" B&id the Cardinal^ 
'* they will have anoceeded in putting 
your Majeaty completely ndder guar- 
dianship. '^ He added^ morecver, that 
the feoi^itsra, in order to gain favour 
with the petiple and with the eatntea, 
^ ' ilI^TWed them to acquire so much 
. thjit they would resfvond to any 
t for aubsidiea by a general 
; r revolts " Thia ia the aimple 
. ' said OranvellPj " and moreover, 
^^ the Bimie process, in i. very few 
^b» there will likewiiie be no religion 
^K in the land."^ When the depu- 
^bs (fi some of the states, ii f«w weeks. 
■ber, had been irregularly convened 
*\a HruaaelB, for financial purposes, the 
r£^to^iti^'^l informed the meniu'ch, that 
f noblffs were endeavouring to can- 
»t<j their good-will, by effering 
em a ppltindid series of festivities 
jd banfuteta. 

\He relaterl vmouB anecdotes which 

no to hti^ ears irmn time to time, 

iondmg to exdte suspicions as to 

loyalty and orthodojty of the prin- 
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.1 ■' Eu fii4 el ininto us quisqucrdaaTOndar 
TUi f^nttu Uu go demo/' — Paxners d'Etut, 

'- . FiiEa havrioii jUrAbado de wticr lu 



cipal noblea. A g^ntlemim coming 
from Burgundy bad lately, aa he in^ 
formed the King, been dining with the 
Prince of Omnge, with whom Horn 
and Montigny were then lodgijig* At 
table, Montigny called out in a very 
loud voice to the etrange cavalier, who 
was settted at a great distance from 
hini^ to nak if there were many Hugue- 
notii in Bnrgimdy. J^o, replied the 
gentleman, nor would they be per- 
mitted to exist ther^t* Then there can 
be very few peo[>Ie of intelljgen<?e m 
that province, returned Montigtiyy for 
thoae vihQ have any wit are mostly all 
Huguenots.* The Prince of' Orange 
here ejadeJtvoured to put a atop to tho 
eoTiverBation, saying that the Burgnn- 
difitts were very right to remain aa 
they were J upon which Montigny 
af&rmed that he had heard maj^tBeei 
enough lately to last hltn for three 
months,* These thhiga- may be jests, 
commented timnvelle, but they are 
very bad ones;** and 'tis evident that 
such a mMi is an improper instrument 
to remedy th« state of religious avail's 
in Toumay. 

At tinother large party, the King 
wa« faithfully informed by the imm& 
clironicler/ that Marquia Bergbcn bad 
been teasing the Duke of Acrachot 
very mahciously^ becanae be woidd 
not join the league. The Duke bad 
responded as he had formerly done to 
Egmont. that his Majesty was not to 
receive laws from hia vasaals ; adding, 
that^ for hini^elf, he meant to follow 
in the loyal track of Mr ancestors, fear- 
ing Uod and honouring the king. In 
shoTt, said Gran veils, he answered 
them with so much wbdnm, that al- 
though they liad never a high opinion 
of Mb capacity, ttiey were silenced, 
This conversation had ben^n going «in 
before aU the a^rvants, the Marquis 
being especially voeiferoua, although 
the room was qrnte full of them. As 
eoon aa the cloth waa removed, and 
while some of the lackeys still re- 
mained, Berghen Imd roaumtid the con- 



s PupftJiis d^Etat. vti. 180, ISJ, 
i lljid., vh. 187, 1«8. a Il3]d. 

« " Deviiin do war bor^aa |icro luulas ma 
lHirt3C0tJ,"*-lUld. 
T Papiers d'Etat, fii. 194-1^ 
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■* : <.-,-. I ho was nf the same I lioua demonatrationa of Berghen, and 

. . -.^.i' «r John of I^ergheu j the murderous schemes of Horn, to 

■ ••,.: "u-o tohl the Khig's I protest that he did not say these 

', -.., ji^^, |.\,i,.^ ^jjj^t if \ thini^A " to prcjutiireJilx Majenti/ a ff a i nut 

^ i. '\"\\. on hirt own per- an// one, but only that it might be 

■■.. »l'<Miisition to ruin known to what a height the impu- 

.•■■fv'^oni nioii.'uvh means dence was rising."* Certainly the 

•i.'Mthv.-* by giiveniing King and the ecclesiastic, like the Ko- 

Noiu thiMii, the Mar- man soothsayers, W(mld have laughed 



I' hi» had no wi^ih to 
•:viy that ho himself 
" v.»untry. *" Hut if," 
X' i»t' Aor.-u'liot, " the 
'vMu-o to do what you 
\\h,\\ tlu'M .'" *• Pur 
'■•lulod UorKlion. in a 
!o» \v'\\ M'o I" whore- 



in each other's fjice, could they luive 
met, ovor the hollowness of such de- 
monstrations. Gi-anvelle's letters were 
lilled, for the greater part, with i)ic- 
tures of treason, stratagem, and bloody 
intentions, fabricated mostly cnit of 
rojjorts, table-talk, disjointed chat in 
the careless freedom of domestic inter- 
■■■v' H'!,'tit.' ' course, while at the same time a mar- 

■"•'.Mrd ih.' Kin^ to koop /m was always left to express his own 
v«'U!U''.\ to hijusi'lf ; add- . wounde«l sense of the injurious suspi- 
1 ■ x|uuo ihs'os.sary for his oi»>ns uttoretl against him by the vaii- 
.'"» in this manuor wljat ; ous subjects oi his letters. '* G(mI 
d jv-^itious of tiio i::on- knows," said he to Perez, "that I 

■ iMo\inoos. It was al>o always six*ak of them with re.<iK.*ct, 
• r;!o Iv'ttiM". ilia: a n::*\:r.i whioh is more than they do of me. 

' \\u\ btM';> i«-.di"A\i o'/.: I'l \\\\x tJivl fori:ive thorn all. In times 
:':.!-. \'\ tlio lu'i^ont. Iv- !:ko tluvo. ono must lu>ld one's t(»ngiie. 
. ,l.l;i* li.j.l «',M.i::'.i'.;id. t*;'.o mus-t koop still, in ortler not to 
\\»»vc. 1>_\ i\'unt 11. :";\ >tir up a li'i-not's nest."^ 

■ ,' ,'SUuu.;t". :v.i; :ho v.^ai^ In >liort. the Canlinal, little by 

■■:t'.i\ il.-.rinc the Isi^t year of his resi- 
' ' * " ' d- r.v-o in the XotlurhTids. was enabled 

: » >*'rt\\d a canvas )»efore his sove- 
vt. -.'..'s oye. in whioh certain pmminent 
•..:.-.nvs. hiirhly O'li-mvjl by patiently 
.■iv\ ■.;:..■.:'.. lUni t^-r.ohes. were represented 
a> o:".v:v.i: a whulo nation, against its 
.\.:: \\ !".".. i:i: > r.ianifo.-t revolt. The 
i>: .":o> .v.^d ::.e i-i-oplo, ho said, were 
.;.-. ■* ".y ;:r:v. : :i:o j-nveodings of the 
V. '.;■>, nr.."i '':'. '>e poT-si»nagos would 
: ■ .". ';":.;-.v.>-.'vos very much mistaken 
r. :]. ' k\:\^ -.l..-: nun who had ain't hing 
:. . •>. u .■."..; f llvAv them, when they 
■'.V -. r, r: i'sV::.-:^ against his Majesty.** 
. '■ : : . V ": 'v. he w.-.s n<»t desin»us of 
.^ !.«!.!>■. wT:rv>>:fnL*e, although, 
: . . 1 ":. .: . >: :.'o. hv w.is not influoncotl 
. . :; .■ Hf •.^.•../::. or affected to 
• W. iJ.-. Ti'O >.'i.i:.T:on was one »>f a 
■ : . . i> -.^ ••*'.]:r. .l:sv*»iitont. priX'unnl 

■.-.•■. ■. .> «. ;..r. . .1 r 'iis»>v-a ijuc cnxo 
' '.v -.:■,.•• 11 •..■• i:».— Pui-ier.- vi'Ltat, vii. 

'■\ "^-.-::-. .T» .-.T-.f :: DSA^'pC II., L 291.— 

IN .. ,. ":■,-..- .-iiSir.iiios." 
• :*. .:»•■> uT-T;.:. vu. :ii4. 
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by the intrigues of a few ambitious 
and impoverished Catilines and Ce- 
thegi, not a rising rebellion such as 
the world had never seen, bom of the 
slowly-awakened wrath of a whole 
people, after the martyrdom of many 
years. The remedy that he recom- 
* mended was ihai his Majesty should 
come in person to the provinces. The 
monarch would cure the whole dis- 
order as soon as he appeared, said the 
Cardinal, by merely mjJting the sign 
of the cross,^ Whether, indeed, the 
. rapidly-increasing cancer of national 
discontent would prove a mere king's 
evil, to be healed by the royal touch, 
as many persons besides Granvelle be- 
lieved, was a point not doomed to be 
tested. From that day forward Philip 
began to hold out hopes that he would 
come to administer the desired remedy, 
but even then it was the opinion of 
good judges ihsit he would give mil- 
lions rather than make his appearance 
m the Netherlands.^ It was even the 
hope of William of Orange that the 
King would visit the provinces. He 
eicpressed his desire, in a letter to 
Lazarus Schwendi, that his sovereign 
should come in person, that he might 
see whether it had been right to sow 
80 much distrust between himself and 
his loyal subjects.^ The Prince asserted 
that it was impossible for any person 
not on the spot to imagine the false- 
hoods and calumnies circulated by 
Granvelle and his friends, accusing 
Orange and his associates of rebellion 
and heresy, in the most infamous man- 
ner in the world. He added, in con- 
dugion, that he could write no more, 
ioT the mere thought of the manner 
in which the government of the Nether- 
lands was carried on filled him with 
disgust and rage.* This letter, to- 
ge^ber with one in a similar strain 
from Egmont, was transmitted by the 
valiant and highly intellectual soldier 
to whom they were addressed, to the 
Kmg of Spain, with an entreaty that 
he would take warning from the bitter 
troths which they contained. The 

* "T con 8U presenda se podrian remediar 
wnctiguaudo.'^— Papiers d'Etat, vii 204. 
'Papiers d'Etat, ix. 184. 
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colonel, who was a most trusty friend 
of Orange, wrote afterwards to Mar- 
garet of Parma, in the same spirit, 
warmly urging her to moderation in 
religious matters. This application 
highly enraged Morillon, the Cardinal's 
most confidential dependant, who ac- 
cordingly conveyed the intelligence to 
his already departed chief, exclaiming 
in his letter, " what does the imgrate- 
ful baboon mean by meddling with our 
affairs ? A pretty state of things, truly, 
if kings are to choose or retain their 
ministers at the will of the people ; 
little does he know of the disasters 
which would be caused by a relaxation 
of the edicts." ^ In the same sense, 
the Cardinal, just before his departure, 
which was now imminent, wrote to 
warn his sovereign of the seditious 
character of the men who were then 
placing their breasts between the peo- 
ple and their butchers. 

It is sufficiently obvious, from the 
picture which we have now presented 
of the respective attitudes of Granvelle, 
of the seigniors, and of the nation, 
during the whole of the year 1563, 
and the beginning of the following 
year, that a crisis was fast approaching. 
Granvelle was, for the moment, trium- 
phant; Orange, Egmont, and Horn had 
abandoned the state council; Philip 
could not yet make up his mind to 
yield to the storm, and Alva howled 
defiance at the nobles and the whole 
people of the Netherlands. Neverthe- 
less, Margaret of Parma was utterly 
weary of the minister, the Cardinal 
himself was most anxious to be gone, 
and the nation — for there was a nation, 
however "vile the animal" might be 
— ^was becoming daily more enraged at 
the presence of a man in whom, whe- 
ther justly or falsely, it beheld the 
incarnation of the religious pppression 
under which they groaned Meantime, 
at the close of the year, a new incident 
came to add to the gravity of the situ- 
ation. Caspar Schetz, Baron of Grob- 
bendonck, gave a great dinner-party 
in the month of December 1563.* This 

* Correspondance de Philippe II., i. 2fl0. 
» " De quoi so mesle cet iugrat baboin,** 
etc—Papiers d'Etat» viii. 427. • 
« Hoofd, L 39. 
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"j*» !Miiio w:u« prviiiiinent j was proposed, by way of shewiDg con- 
Mi lu* j«ul»lic affairs of j tempt for Graiivelle, that a livery 
•r'v: .»! tlvof I mr brothers shoulcl be forthwith invented, as dif- 
■ 1 V .»iMiK'iit and influen- '. ferent as possible from his in general 
■^'.i'<lttliini'nt He was effect, and that all the gentlemen pre- 
sent shr)uld indiscriiiiately adopt it for 
their own menials. Thus would the 
l^eople whom the Cardinal wished to 
dazzle with his finery Icam to estimate 
such gauds at their tnie value. It was 
•riihuT. Ho was regu- ! determined that something extremely 
% .>i Sir 'riMtinasliresham, I ])lain, and in the German fashion, 
should be selected. At the same time, 
the company, now thoroughly inflamed 
with wine, and imssessed by the spirit 
of mockery, detenu inod that a symlml 
should be added to the liverj', l)y wliich 
the universal contempt for Granvelle 
should be expressed. The proiK>8ition 
was hailed with acclamation, but who 
should invent the hieroglyphical cos- 



;».il iVt««r and iinan 

i;.' w.1.4 nuo of the great 

'■..'HI so .it. Antwerp. He 

" I tvlitiMo Hchnlar, a de- 

1 m ml rifling politician. 



t.- fimi.ihiHl Mi'crct informa- 
;>.>i>i Itk' priHMin'd <lifi"erential 
i.i i'\ Nvh»»Ko government he 
.!iJ I'N v."ld I'hains and pre- 

• ,U i;li. I'OHtDwrdaa j?ecretly 

• > iK-nJ «.is »Mnvt\viHl jwlroit- 
. :..;. ■.!.:. .dl hough his vi«nality 
\ III. MO th.in HUHpei-ted, and 
- 1 |s>i'«il.iii«iiiH during hishmg 



oxU'UNivotliat ho was | tmne ? All were reckless jmd ready 

\ |'i.'.:«'o\ilod l»y government, j enough, but ingenuity of device w;is 

*.. i.no tho pnu'oss was tonni- i retpiireiL At List it was doteniiineil 

. 1 M»l of CroMvnih'nck w;is to decide the ijuestion by ha/AnL 

...'.■\i-.l lu nu'sl dclioati nogo- Amid shouts of hilaiity the dice were 

Ml. I. a\ tijo prosiMit optK-h. thrown. Those men were staking tlieir 

.11 .'t niuoh imi'ortanco in the lives, perhajw, upon the issue, but the 

.ii,t. roHoction gjive only a keener zest to 

. I. t iinMiM-noral juvonlingly t lie game. Egmontwon.- It was the 

.11. iii.M.iMi' b.ui»|iii't to a di.*;- most fatal victory which he had ever 

. .1 |>ol\ ot' n.>l»U*men. The arhievetl, a more deadly prize even 

...Ml »l\uu«i; dinuiT, tunuxl, as than the trophies of St Queiitin and 

^.iiM.-. up.»n tlie I'anlin.'d. Gravelingen. 

Ill ii-.'M. j-.H'i'dnu'ss. iuM'lonco. In a few days .ift*.*rwarda, the re- 

■\ % iu\.j.»MsU Tho w ine Howoil taint*rs of the house of Egmont sur- 

II »;v> ,»_\ •. did in t lu'Sv* Flemish ]»risiHl Brussels by making their ajipear- 

tlio l«r.»uis ot the ]»nMid anoo in a new livery. Doublet and 

..»>.uu':> boiMV.iiMi.'l wi;li how of the ci»arsfst gray, and long 

. Ill w liilo N> -11 tlio .-.li.^-.^s ooole- Imncing ^l•vves. witlioiit g<»ld or silver 

» ,. ill,' i.»pio ot tho'.r vVMivcr- laoe, and having but a single ornament, 

'.. .<'.i|,'xt .iiior.i,ili\_\ of ntM\o oonipri^isi the whole costume. An 

. ,.» x\l MNM-nlijl mil til. The •niib'.oni which seemed to resemble a 

,1. pi i\ \>huh ho ;i:Vvto»l monk's oi^vl, or a fool's cap and IhjIIb, 

.....iM,..%- hx*":!"*. .m.l .-iVi t].e w.ijt t'i;^lirv'>ideri-d iipi»n each sleeve. 

.1., ,N , 1 h> h.;. -oh. '1,1. l;;id The dovi^v }«ointed at the t'ai-dinal, as 

. N ,\, .iisl \]\c:v »5im;v.,.;i. .T.ui did. ly e-.-ntn^t. the all'eeted ciwirae- 

.,..-,i irosh i..:r,{»T f.M- th»ir ness i-l the dres.^ There was no doubt 

llio ,i >{.m.;n o1" i^rv'.r..'my. .•»► to the mo.ining oi the IioikI, but 

lhi\\ vho isw in tlie symbol moiv re- 

.H.-.r.l^laniV to tl.c jt\jter's cap, recalled 

cv.-:.r,v. Vitinc oxprossions which Ciran- 

\. '\ hiu\ K-en accust<mied t«> use. He 

hn.i ^ivn wont, in the days of his 

. 1 r\: 40. Sf.-:.a.\. iv. !;;£, 133. Dcutivpglio, i. 17. 
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greatest insolence, to speak of the most 
eminent nobles as zanies, lunatics, and 
buffoons. The embroidered fool's cap 
was supposed to typify the gibe, and 
to remind the arrogant priest that a 
Brutus, as in the olden time, might be 
found lurking in the costimie of the 
fooL^ However witty or appropriate 
the invention, the liveiy had an im- 
mense success. According to agree- 
ment, the nobles who had dined with 
the treasurer ordered it for all their 
servants. Never did a new dress be- 
come so soon the fashion. The unpo- 
pularity of the minister assisted the 
quaintness of the device. The fool's- 
cap Uvery became the rage. Never 
was such a nm upon the haberdashers, 
mercers, and tailors, since Brussels had 
been a city. All the frieze-cloth in 
Brabant was exhausted. All the serge 
in Flanders was clipped into monastic 
cowls. The Duchess at first laughed 
with the rest, but the Cardinal took 
care that the King should be at once 
informed upon the subject. The Re- 
gent was, perhaps, not extremely sorry 
to see the man ridiculed whom she so 
cordially disliked, and she accepted 
the careless excuses made on the sub- 
ject by Egmout and by Orange without 
severe criticism. She wrote to her 
brother that, although the gentlemen 
had been influenced by no evil inten- 
tion, she had thought it best to exhort 
them not to push the jest too far.* 
Already, however, she found that two 
thousand pairs of sleeves^ had been 
made, and the most she could obtain 
was that the fools* caps, or monks* 
Hoods, should in future be omitted 
from the livery.* A change was ac- 
cordingly made in the costume, at 
about the time of the Cardinal's de- 
parture. A bimdle of arrows, or in 
* aome instances a wheat-sheaf, was sub- 
atituted for the cowls.* Various inter- 
pretations were placed upon this new 

^Btiada. 

' CorrespondaDce de Philippe II., i. 294- 
»r. sibid. *lbid. 

• Papiefs dTEtat, vU. 455. 

• Btrada. Hoofd. Bentivoglio, ubi sup. 
' ** Portant une cabotte d leur mode de ca- 

ndot aanfl unde, gamie de boutons d'argent, 
avec flesches, et le bonnet de mesmes boutons 
^ttgeut.*'— G. V. Prinst., Archives, etc., L 
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emblem. According to the nobles 
themselves, it denoted the imion of all 
their hearts in the King's service, 
while their enemies insinuated that it 
was obviously a symbol of conspiracy.** 
The costume thus amended was worn 
by the gentlemen themselves, as well 
as by their servants. Egmont dined 
at the Begent's table, after the Cardi- 
nal's departure, in a camlet doublet, 
with hanging sleeves, and buttons 
stamped with the bundle of arrows.^ 

For the present the Cardinal affected 
to disapprove of the fashion only from 
its rebellious tendency. The fools* 
caps and cowls, he meekly observed to 
Philip, were the least part of the 
offence, for an injury to himself could 
be easily forgiven. The wheat-sheaf 
and the arrow-bundles, however, were 
very vile things, for they betokened 
and confirmed the existence of a con- 
spiracy, such as never could be toler- 
ated by a prince who had any regard 
for his own authority.^ 

This incident of the livery occupied 
the public attention, and inflamed the 
universal hatred during the later 
months of the minister's residence in 
the coimtry. Meantime the three 
seigniors had become very impatient 
at receiving no answer to their letter. 
Margaret of Parma was urging her 
brotiber to give them satisfaction, re- 
peating to him their bitter complaints 
that their characters and conduct were 
the subject of constant misrepresenta- 
tion to their sovereign, and picturing 
her own isolated condition. She re- 
presented herself as entirely deprived 
of the support of those great person- 
ages, who, despite her positive assu- 
rances to the contrary, persisted in be- 
lieving that they were held up to the 
King as conspirators, and were in 
danger of being punished as traitors.* 
Phihp, on his part, was conning Gran- 
velle's despatches, filled with hints of 

8 "Muy ruin punto es el de la librea que 
han sacado aquellos sefiures y bus adhei-entes 
no por la invencion de las cubeQas de locos y 
capirotes que es lo menos, sine porque parece 
dar cunfinnacion de liga cosa no gufridera 
debaxo de un priucipe que tenga cuenta con 
su authoridad en bus estados." — Papiers 
d'Etjit, vii 603. 

» Correspondance de Philippe II., 1, 276, 
276, 288, 



•:' ; The Rise of the 

S-. ■•■*:■ ru'v. iril livHtlinLT council with 
V\., ^x..,, K.uJ alr^ulv iwoimiiciided 
: V .i!v-' : 'sl" •k'Yor.il hojuls ft>r ti*cas(m. 
V\u' V'-.-'-'c oi vVan.i^'. wlu> already 
'ami m.v!Vs ».;v'!'r.s iu tho King's lioiise- 
'\\K\. .\"\[ WIS .supplied with i^>pii^ of 
'.:k' -m*'-: "riviKo p:viHM"s in the iwlaoe, 
i'l^'w ■vc.T th.m to U» dtvoivod hy 
i-'o v'.H'ili ivpivstMitativms of the 
U.*;ri'-.. riji'ip h.iil. however, .it last 
U-.^i;-! 'iv'.iotlx ti» yield. He a>*ked 
v:\ »". tK-.e*',^ wliether oil the whole 
■ ■ w.-.-M n.'t I'o IvKvM- tt> let the Car- 
v!'!.«'. i.MNe Mjc NeiherlantN, at least 
■oi I ^'^\^^\ oil pi-eteuee of visiting his 
■.:.-.li,'. in ltm;:undy, aTid to invite 
i'.«i!Mi r-L. ji»nt to M.ulrid, l>y way of 
.:■ ■vn- .'iio link rr»»in the chain, as 
\;»»i»\*'l'- !iid .■.iii'.L^fstfd. The Duke 
'i t.i !*'"!iid tint he )\m\ no (Umbt of 
x.u^ \^.\K■\^\'..\l\\.\ ins»»li'ni'e t>f tile three 
„:..n-M 1 t» ili'pietetl in the letit'rs of 
i!s' P.!ih*v.:4 M.ii-jraivt. iiiT ot their in- 
,,!!..!» t.i 111 I'.e tlie Tardinal tlieir first 
^..^^••i ii Ih-iii". the i\vular princijilc 
III ill 1%'M'li-i a ■.linr.t thv' j'^wv^reiini. to 
,..!.'. ill.' iliiii" iiiini>*ter in tiie tin*t 
.:i .■ M. t-.'iil.l iii't. lh»wever. per- 
.,. ■ t. Iiiiii-.'h (h.ii the King sluuild 
X. I .11,1 1 Ji.on I'llo l»e reealltnl. Never- 
.', ■ ■. it i( \\ri»- t»» he ilone nt all. he 
, ., .. II. .1 ch iJ lhi< Cardinal should go 
, ■ I...I. iiii.h \\ilh"Ut liMveaskiMl either 
. ,ii.. l»ii, hi'v, HI- i.f rhilip. and that 
.1 !, Mil.l (hull \\rite, dei'Iining to rc- 
.. .1 .11 iiu< L'.i.Miiiil that his life was 
II,. Ill Hi.' Nfthi'ilands.- 
\ii.i itiiii h hi-.it.Uiun. the monarch 
.. ■ . .» .., iil.d iipiin a plan, whieli ro- 
...... .1.1 d u V li thiMugh the extreme 

... . ..N ^•^ \»hu*h it was marked, and 

1 1. 1 1, .ii rd fN.-.tiMM nf small deee]>- 

. .. l.i.h n i'««iis.'.piently ivqnin.Ml. 

1 .1 !\i.i. \> h.i \N.i-i ne\ers.»thon>ughly 

, ,., i( h.'iiii' .1.1 \>hen elaKniiting 

.... . .h iit-1 III a fomposite false- 

. Li -.x l.ii-il^ eiiipInNtHl himself in 
. ...l Mo iiiiMMired otr, in vari- 

...i . t.i I In- Ke^ent. t«» the tliree 

i,i I ^m.int .ih>ne, and to (tran- 

. .. II liii piMpiMtiiMiale parts of his 

". ' i-iiii wiiivh. taken sepanitely, 

..il. ii.l.'.l III di'ceive, atid tlid de- 

. . 1 1 i.ii \ii ".;5. •'!>». :«li». 

'I • M . 11 -iM 

.X > I- III .1.. I'liilicpo II.. i. i:<.\*JSO. 
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ceive nearly every person in the world, 
not only in his o>vn generation, bnt for 
three centuries afterwards, but which, 
arranged synthetically, as can now be 
dt)ne, in consequence of modem reve- 
lations, formed one complete and con- 
siderable lie, the observation of which 
furnishes the student with a lesson m 
the ])olitical chemistry of those days, 
which was called Itfacchiavellian states- 
manship. The termination of the 
Granvelle regency is, moreover, most 
important, not only for the grave and 
almost interminable results to which 
it led, but for the illustration which it 
afifoixls of the inmost charactei's of the 
Canlinal and " his master.*' 

The courier v/ho was to take Philip's 
letters to the three nobles was detained 
three weeks, in order 1» allow Armcn- 
toros, who was charged with the more 
important and secret despatches for 
the Duchess and Granvelle, to reach 
'■ Brussels first. AU the letters, however, 
wore ready at the same time. The 
letter of instructions for Armenteros 
enjoined upon that envoy to tell the 
Regent that tho heretics were to be 
chastised with renewed vigour, that 
she was to refuse to convoke the states- 
general imder any pretext, and that if 
hanl pi*cssed, she was to refer directly 
to the King. With regard to Gran- 
velle. the secretary was to state that 
his ^f(l}citfJ/ tras still dclihei'ating, and 
that the Duchess would be informed 
as to the decision when it should be 
made. He was to cxi)ress the royal 
a.^tonishment that the seigniors should 
absent themselves from tho state-coun- 
cil, with a ]>eremptory intimation that 
they should immediately return to 
their posts. As tliey had specified no ^ 
ixarticularities against the Cardinal, the 
King tconld still reflect upon the sub- 

He also wrote a private note to the 
l">uchess, stating that he had not yet 
I sent the letters for the three nobles, 
i because he wi.shed that Armenteros 
I should arrive before their courier.** 
' He, however, enclosed two notes for 
Kgmi^nt,* of which ^largaret was to 

* Oorresix>ndjincc do Guillaumc lo Tadt., 

*»'coiTcsi>oud. do Philippe II., i. 2S4. 285. 
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deliver that cob whidi, in her opinion, 
wasy under the circumstances, the best. 
In one of these missives the King 
oordially accepted, and in the other he 
politely declined, Egmont*s recent offer" 
to visit Spain. He also forwarded a 
private letter in his own hand-writing 
to the Cardinal Armenteros, who 
travelled but slowly on account of the 
state of his health, arrived in Brussels 
towards the end of February. Five or 
six days afterwards — on the Ist March, 
namely^ — the courier arrived bringing 
the despatches for the seigniors. In 
his letter to Orange, Egmont, and 
Horn, the King expressed his astonish- 
ment at their resolution to abstain 
from the state-council. Nevertheless, 
said he, imperatively, fail not to return 
thither, and to shew how much more 
highly you regard my service and the 
good of the country than any other 
particularity whatever.* As to Gran- 
velle, continued Philip, since you will 
not make any specifications, my inten- 
tion is to think over the matter longer, 
in order to arrange it as may seem 
most fitting.* 

This letter was dated February 19 
(ISO^),* nearly a month later therefore 
than the secret letter to Granvelle, 
hrought by Armenteros, although all 
tiie despatches had been drawn up at 
the same time, and formed parts of the 
same plan. In this brief note to Gran- 
velle, however, lay the heart of the 
whole mystery, 

" I have reflected much," wrote the 
King, "on all that you have written 
me during these last few months, con- 
cerning iJ^e ill-will borne you by cer- 
tain personages. I notice also your 
snspicions that if a revolt breaks out, 
they will commence with your person, 
thus taking occasion to proceed from 
that point to the accomplishment of 
their ulterior designs. I have particu- 
larly taken into consideration the no- 
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> " Bur la chiitedu Cardinal de Gran voile." 
Tar M. Gachard (Bulletino de I'Academio 
Boyale de Bolgique, xvl.. No. 6), p. 22. 

> Oorrespondance de Quillaume le Tacit., 
iL 67, 68. 

» " Puisqiie vous ne voules dire les parti- 
enlarit^ xnon intention est d'y penscr en- 
ooires inonx y pouxveoir comme il conviond- 

«Ibid. 



tice received by you from the curate 
of Saint Gudule, as well as that which 
you have learned concerning the Genoese 
who is kept at Weert; all which has 
given me much anxiety, as well from 
my desire for the preservation of your 
life, in which my service is so deeply 
interested, as for the possible results rE 
anything should happen to you, which 
God forbid. I have thought,' therefore, 
that it would he toell, in order to give 
time and breathing space to the hatred 
and rancour which those persons enter- 
tain towards you, and in order to see 
what course they will take in preparing 
the necessary remedy for the provinces, 
for you to leave the country for some 
days, in order to visit your mother, 
and this with the knowledge of the 
Duchess, mj sister, and, with her per- 
mission, which you will request, and 
which I have written to her that she 
must give, without allowing it to ap- 
pear that you have received orders to 
that effect from me. You will also 
beg her to write to me requesting my 
approbation of what she is to do. By 
taking this course neither my autho- 
rity nor yours will suffer prejudice; 
and according to the turn which things 
may take, measures may be taken for 
your return when expedient, and for 
whatever else there may be to arrange.*' 

Thus, in two words, Philip removed 
the impopular minister for ever. The 
limitation of his absence had no mean- 
ing, and was intended to have none. 
If there was not strength enough to 
keep the Cardinal in his place, it was 
not probable that the more difficult 
task of reinstating him after his fall 
would be very soon attempted. It 
seemed, however, to be dealing more 
tenderly with Granvelle's self-respect 
thus to leave a vague opening for a 
possible return, than to send him an 
unconditional dismissal. 

Thus, while the K ing refused to 

* The text of this famous note is priven in 
a pai^i' extracted from the "Bulletins de 
TAcademio Royale de Bruxelles," tom. xii. 
pp. 9, 10, by M. Gachard. That acute histo- 
rical investigator, to whom the discovery of 
this secret billet is due, well remarks: 
" L* Academic comprondra la joie que mo fit 
6pi*ouvcr cette decouverte ; ce sent la dos 
jouissances qui dedommagent de bien dos 
fatigues, de bien des ennuis."— P, 0. 



208 



The Rise of the 



give any weight to the representations 
of the nobles, and affected to be still 
deliberating whether or not he should 
recall the Cardinal, he had in reality 
already recalled him. All the minute 
directions according to which permis- 
sion was to be asked of the Duchess to 
take a step which had already been 
prescribed by the monarch, and Phi- 
lip's indulgence craved for obejring his 
own explicit injunctions, were fulfilled 
to the letter. 

As soon as the Cardinal received 
the royal order, he privately made 
preparations for his departure. The 
Regent, on the other hand, delivered 
to Count Egmont the one of Philip's 
two letters in which that gentleman's 
visit was declined,^ the Duchess be- 
lieving that, in the present position of 
affairs, she should derive more assist- 
ance from him than from the rest of 
the seigniors. As Granvelle, however, 
still delayed his departure, even after 
the arrival of the second courier, she 
was again placed in a situation of 
much perplexity. The three nobles 
considered Philip's letter to them ex- 
tremely "dry and laconic," ^ and Orange 
absolutely refused to comply with the 
order to re-enter the state-council. At 
a session of that body on the 3d of 
March, where only Granvelle, Viglius, 
and Berlaymont were present, Mar- 
garet narrated her fruitless attempts 
to persuade the seigniors into obe- 
dience to the royal orders lately trans- 
mitted, and asked their opinions. The 
extraordinary advice was then given, 
that " she should let them champ the 
bit a little while longer, and after- 
wards see what was to be done."^ 
Even at the last moment, the Cardi- 
nal, reluctant to acknowledge himself 
beaten, although secretly desirous to 
retire, was inclined for a parting 
struggle. The Duchess, however, being 
now armed with the King's express 
commands, and having had enough of 
holding the reins while such powerful 

1 Correspond, de rhilipp© II., i. 291-293. 

* Conespoudanco do Guillaumo le Tacit., 
ii. 69, 70. 

* "8ur <^uoy sembla qu'ello devroit les 
laisser encoires quelque peu ronger 1o fraiu 
Bur cocy ot aprds regarder." — Correapon- 
dance do Philippe II., i. 294^297. 
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and restive personagies were ''diamp- 
ing the bit,' insisted priratelj that 
the Cardinal should make his imme- 
diate departure known.^ Pasquinades 
and pamphlets were already appear- 
ing daily, each more* bitter than the 
other; the livery was spreading rapidly 
through all classes of people, and tfaie 
seigniors most distinctly refused to re- 
cede from their determination of ab- 
senting themselves from the council 
so long as Granvelle remadned.^ There 
was no help for it, and on the 13th of 
March ^ the Cardinal took his depar- 
ture. Notwithstanding the mystery of 
the whole proceeding, however, Wil- 
liam of Orange was not deceived. 
He felt certain that the minister had 
been recalled, and thought it highly 
improbable that he would ever be per- 
mitted to return. " Although the Car- 
dinal talks of coming back again soon/* 
wrote the Prince to Schwartzburg, 
" we nevertheless hope that, as he lied 
about his departure, so he will also 
spare the truth in his present asser- 
tions."^ This was the general con- 
viction, so far as the question of the 
minister's compulsory retreat was con- 
cerned, of all those who were in the 
habit of receiving their information 
and their opinions from the Prince of 
Orange. Many even thought that 
Granvelle had been recalled with in- 
dignity, and much against his will 
" When the Cardinal," wrote Secretary 
Lorich to Count Louis, " received the 
King's order to go, he growled like a 
bear, and kept himself alone in his 
chamber for a time, making his pre- 
parations for departure. He says he 
shall come back in two months, but 
some of us think they will be two 
long months, which will eat them- 
selves up like money borrowed of the 
Jews."* A wag, moreover, posted a 
large placard upon the door of Gran- 
veUe's palace in Brussels as soon as 
the minister's departure was known, 
with the inscription, in large letters, 



* Ibid. » Ibid. 

• Groen v. Prinst., Arcljivea, etc., L 219. 
» Ibid., 277. 

8 Ibid., '228, 229.— "Hatter gobrombtwie 

ein bar, etc. etc. as werdcu zwen lau^o 

monat seiu uiid, gleich der Judeu wucij^ 
ufflaufen und sich selbor versichern." 
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" For Bale^ immedSately/' ^ In »pito vt 
tlie rojal ingicniLityt therefortj, inaDj 
shrewdly auspeuted ibfr real etate €ii 
the cuisej aJtliougL but very few ac- 
Ej knew the tmtli- 
Th& Cardinal loft Bruasels with & 
'luimeroii^ suite, stately equipagea, and 
muoh parade. Tlie Dut^hyrts* provided 
witb her own mtiiea imd with a 
eiacort, tor the Kitkg hod 
ily QD jollied that tT^rj c&re 
hauM ^ taksn againist any mur- 
idfiTOUB attack. There was do fear of 
such asssiult^ howeTor, for all were 
aulltolentlj aatiflfied to aee the minii^tcr 
depart. Brederode and Count Hoog- 
tftiaaten were standing together, look- 
ing from the window of ft hoiiae near 
tliff ^te of Caudeabefi^ to fea^t their 
Eyes with ihs apectaoki of their ^tie- 
|jny*a retreat. Am midn as tbe Cardinal 
passed through thai g;ate, on hia 
IwAj to Kajnur, the first stage of hia 
jotu^ey^ they rushed into the street, 
got both upon t>ne horse^ Hoogstraaten^ 
^ho aJone had boots nn hiis lega^ taking 
fittthile »nd Brederode the crowp, 
g-.^] loped ftfter the Qirdinalj with 
f €?xi]ltatioti of Bohool-looye,* Thus 
trujviijteiij yjey continued to eaeort 
tht; CiiJ ilind on hk journey. At one 
Itime, Ihey were so near hia carriage 
vhde it was paaaiug through a mvine, 
iiat iht!j might have spoken to him 
from tbti heights above, where they 
hail paused to obfierve him ; but they 
.pull^ the capes of their cloaks ov&t 
^*ieb" faces and suffered him to pass 
Dchallenged. '* Biit they ai e young 
folk," eaid the Cardinal, benignantlyi 
er relating all these particuLara to 
the Ducheea, ^* and one iiliould pay 
pttle regaid to their actions." He 
5, that one of Egmont's gentle- 
men dogged the party on the journey, 
_^ lodging in the j^ame inns with theni^ 
'»>pparently in the hope of learning 
omething from their conTersation or 
prcceedi^gfl. If that were the man's 
bjeot, however, GranveUfe expresaed 
conviction that he was disap- 
i'liit.e'l:» as nothing could have been 
crlf^r•^ merry than the whole company. 
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or more discreet than their conven^i- 
tion.** 

The Cardinal began at (aaoe to put 
into operation the system of decep- 
tion, as to hia departure^ which hiKl 
been planned by Philip, TLe man 
who had been ordered to leave the 
NetlierlandA by the King, find pushed 
into immediate compliance with the 
royal uommand by the Duehe^ss^ pro» 
ceeded to address letters both to 
Philip and Margarets He wrote from 
Namur to beg the Regent that ^he 
would not fail to implore hia Majesty 
gr^vciouslv to excuse hia having ab^ 
aeuted himself for pnvate reaaonn at 
that particular moment.* He wrote 
to Pmlip from Beaan9on, stating that 
his desire to visit his mother, whom 
he had not seen for nineteen years, 
and his nat-al soil, to which he had 
been a atranger during the same 
period, had induced him to take 
advantage of bis brother's journey to 
accompany him for a few days into 
Burgundy,^ He had, tbereforo^ he 
said, obtained the necessaiy permiB^ 
Hion from the Duehe^^j who bad 
kindly promised to write very par- 
ticularly by the first courier, to beg 
hh Majeaty'a approval of the liberty 
which they had both tftkenn* He 
wrote from the same plaoe to the 
Regent again, saying that some of the 
nobles pretended to have learned from 
Armenteros that the King had ordered 
the Cardinal to leave the countiy and 
not return ; aH which, he added, waa a 
very fabe Benardesque inventitm, at 
which he (hd nothing but laugh. ^ 

Am a matter of course, hia brother, 
in whose company he waa about to 
visit the mother whom he had not 
seen for the past nineteen yeare, w*as 
as much my a titled as the rest of the 
world.* Chautonnay was not aware 
that anything but the aJleged motives 
had oecaaioned the journey* nor did 
he know that his brother would i>er- 
haps have omitted to visit their com- 
mon parent for nineteen yeara longer 
had ho not received the royal order to 
leave the Netherlands. 



* Iblil. vil 483. 4M. 
' ILid., vii. 501. 

• ibid., ix, mtL 
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Philip, on the other eide, had sub- 
tained his part in the farce with much 
ability. Vigliua, Borlaytnotit, Morit- 
Ion, and all the leaaeir cardinalietd 
■were entirely taktm in by tbo lettora 
which were formally despatched to 
the Duoheaa in reply to her own and 
the Ciirdinars notification. " I cannot 
take it a.mlss,'* wrote the King^ " that 
yoii bare giTen leaye of abft&nce to 
Cardinal de Granvelle, for two or 
threti months, aceordiug to the advices 
juat receiTed from you, that he itiny 
attend to ejjme privat>e aSaira of his 
own.^ As BOOD ae these letters had 
been read in the council^ Vigliua faith- 
fuUy transmitted them to Granvelle 
for that personage's enligbtenmetkt ; 
Eliding hia own innocent reflection^ 
that " this Wits very different language 
from that hdil by some peoplej that 
your moat illu^triouis lordBnip had 
retired by order of hitj Majeaty / Mo- 
rillon also sent the Cardinal a copy of 
the same pasaage in the royal dea- 
patch, Baying, very wisely, " 1 wonder 
what they win all say now, ainee thc?fie 
letters have been read in council."* 
The Dtioheas^ as b duty bound, ileni^ 
flatly, on all occamonn, iijjtt Armenteros 
had brougbfc aoy letters recommending 
or ordering the minkier a retreat* She 
coQficieDtioualy diaplayed the letters of 
hifl MftjeBty, proving the contrary, and 
yet, said Yigliua, it was very hard to 
prevent people talking aa they liked.* 
Granvelle omitted no occasion to mys- 
tify every one of Ma correspondenta 
on the aubjeot, referring, of cotirse, 
to the same royal letters which had 
l»eetn written for public reading, e^- 
preaaly to corroboriite these state- 
monta. " You aeo by his Majesty^s 
letters? t^ Madame do Parma/* said he 
to Morillon, *^ how falae is the report 
that the King had ordered me to leave 
Flanders, and in what confusion those 
persona find themselvea who fabricated 
the etory."* It followed of neceesity 
that he should carry out Ms part in 



' Papiers d'KUJt, vll, 600-63 S. 

1 T bid.— Letter oJ Vigliua to Gronvelle, 
mi May UU 

< Ibid., &m. 

• ** Lsi Duchi^ ronia fart et fernno qua 
Armeutems avoit apporti' aucunes lottroa dsj 
Vbfltro restxaigte* et moutru^t hien par la 



the royal programme, but he aco^^ 
pli»hed hifl task bo adroitly, and wi« 
such r^tmdanoy of zeal, ag to iliei 
his thorough aytopathy witb 
King's policy. He dissembled wHj 
better graeo, even if the King did 
more naturally » Nobody was 
inaignificant to be deceived, nob 
too august. Emperor Fertdinand fa 
no better than "Esquire" Bordey. 
"Some of those who hate me," he 
wrote to tbo potentate, ** have ctreu- 
lated the report that I bad been 
turned out of tho country, and was 
never to return. This story has 
endtKi in smoke„ sinoe tbe letters 
written by hia Majestyto the Duchsas 
of Panna on the Hubject of the leav« 
of absence which she had given me."^ 
Philip himeelf a^Jdneaaed a private 
letter to QranveUe, of course tbat 
others might aee it, in which he 
affected to have juat learned that the 
Cardinal had obtmned permission from 
the Ecgent '* to make a viaii io hm 
motboTj in order to arrange certain 
family matters," and gravely gave Mb 
approbation to the step.* At 
same time it waa not post^ble for \ 
King to resist the teinptation 
adding one other stroke of dissimula- 
tion to his own share in the comedy. 
Granvelle and PhUip had deceived alt 
the world, but Philip also deceived 
Granvelle. Tbe Cardinal made a 
mystery of his dc|jarture to PoU- 
wilier, Viglioa, Morilhji>, to the Eui- 
peror, to hia own brother, and also to 
the King's secretary, Gunzalo Pere«; 
but he was not aware that Pereaff, 
whom he thought himself deceiving 
a^ ingeniously as he h&i done all the 
others, had himself drawn up the 
letter of recall^ which the King had 
afterwards copied out in hia owti 
htmd and marked "secret and confi- 
dentiaL"* Tet 0ranvell© mi^t bai« 
gu«g8ed that in aiich an emerigeacj 
FhiEp woidd hardly depend upon ha 
own literary abilitieai 

dcmil^rcfl Icttrea do S- Maj. lo oDislraif«/ 
etc.— Pnpicre d'Etat, vU, 06X 

* P&piorB d'Etat, Tli <SM. 

■ Ibid., \^ii. 103. * Ibtd,, HI. 

* Ibid., 218, 210. 

* M. Qiu^^ianl.— BulL da TAcad. Bay., 3 
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GriiiivelJe remained month iifter 

mnth in seduidoiii doing ld» hmt to 

pLiloBopliifi& Alir^ad^r^ during the 

att^t- period of hh re&idencfi in tlie 

K^tla^Tlaud^, lie hiul lived in a compo- 

atlTe and forced dulitude. His houBe 

been avoided by those power- 

^ worahippeTB whose face? are rami j 

tuined to the Betting sua. H© bod, 

in oonsequeijce, abeadj, before his 

^departunet beg^in to disoourae od thfj 

"^ a^ties of retii-ement, the fa.tife'Tiefl of 

atsees^ ^xid the necessity of rupiis^ 

men brokt^ti with the atoriDB i>f 

itate,^ A gieat luan waa Like a lake;, 

he aaidf to wLieh a thirsty multitude 

habitually reaorted tiLL the wat«TS 

were troubled, HulEed^ and hnally 

Ruei^^ Power looked more at- 

iive in front than In the ret^eflpeeL 

at whi<^ men poasesaed waa ever 

: lem vfJue than that which they 

In thiA fine stmiu of elo- 

FguJent ootnmonplace the falling minis- 

hsid already begun to moralise 

IPLpon the vanity of human wiahea, 

~^en h£i was eatablished at hk 

Charming retreat in Burgundy, he bad 

Jull leitiure to pursue th« theme. He 

^maiued in retirement till his beard 

grew to hia waist,* having vowed, 

aeeording to report, that he would not 

' ave till Tccallfid to the Netherlands. 

_lf the report were truei said mme of 

"the gentlemen in the pFOviticefl, it 

would be likely to grow to his feet.* 

He professed to wish himself hhnd 

»nd deaf," tjiat he might have no 

]mowle%a of the world s eventa, 

described himself as buried in litera- 

turej and It for no buMness ^ve ta 

[ in his chamber^ fastened to hia 

a, or occupied vnth privi^e alBain^ 

i rehgiouB cierci«eB/ Ha possessed 

mci^ charming reddence at Or- 

opa, where he spent a great por- 

i of tils lime. In one of hia letters 

rice-Ch:mcel]oT Seld, he deficribed 

^ beauties of this retreat with much 

licac^ and vig&ur:^"I am reaUy 

I AS badly off here^** said be, " as I 



I *'Opt«mdmit bomlnl InljoribiiB fracto 
.fetiuJetkEi,'" etc., etc.-— Htrada, iv, ISCl 
^ MMii MblcL 

♦ Paplfira d'Ktat, it 21&. n§. 



should be in the Indies I am in aweet 
plaoei» where 1 have wished for you a 
thouaand times, for I am eertaln that 
you would think them approprin^e for 
philosophy and worthy the habitation 
of the Muaea. Here are beautiful 
mountains, high as heaven, fertile on 
all their fiddeft, wreathed with vine- 
yardflj and rich with every fruit ; her© 
are rivers flowing through charming 
vaUeys, the waters clear a« eryatal, 
filled with trout, breaking into num- 
beTless eaatiades. Here are umbrageous 
grovBB, fertile Eeldsj lovely meadows ; 
on the one side great warmth^ on 
the other side delectable coolness, 
despite the Bummer's heat. Nor is 
there any lojck of good company, 
frieuda, and relatione, withj as you 
well kiiowj the v&rw best wines in the 
world."" 

Thus, it is obvious that the Cardinal 
waa no ascetic. HiB hermit-'ige con- 
toined other applianeea save those for 
study fljid devotion. Hk retired life 
waa, in fiK^t, that of a voluptuary. Hilt 
brother, Cbantonnay, rBproached him 
with the sumptuousness and disorder 
of his establiBluiient." He lived in 
''good and joyous cheer." He pro- 
fessed to be thoroughly satisfied with 
the course things had mkeo, knowing 
that God was above all, and would 
take care of alb He avowed his de- 
termination to extr^^ pleasure and 
profit even from the iH-will of hia adver- 
Haries. " Behold my phlloaophy," he 
cried, " to live joyoualy as possible, 
laughing at the worlds at paasionate 
people, and at all their calumnies," ^^ 
It is evident that his philoeophy, if It 
bad any real existence, wa^ iiuJ£ciently 
Epicurean. It was, however, mainly 
compounded of pretence, like his whole 
nature and biS whole life. Notwith- 
standing the mountaine high as hear 
ven, the oool grottoa, the trout, and 
the Eurgundy^ conceming which he 
descanted so eloquently, he soon be- 
came most impatient of his compul- 
sory seclusion. H is pretence of " com- 

f Hjid.. viu. Ul.lOl Groen v. Prinai, 
Arcbivee, L 428. 

* Pai flora d Btat, viil 115. 

* Groen t» Prinst. AruiilveB, etc, i. 423 
(tmta). 

UIbid.,S40^ 
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prieing himi^lf aa much bs poasLblB to 
tranquillity* and repoae '* ^ could de- 
ceiv^e none of the intimiLte o^sociates 
to whom he addre^^siid hiuxseii in that 
edif jinp vein. VV^hile he aSeoted to 
l>e bliod and de^ to politiesL, he had 
ejeft imd earA for notlimgelae. Worldlj 
afl^irs weiB hui ektnent^ and he was 
ahip wrecked upon the chartmng soli- 
tude which he aflEbcted to admii-e. He 
was moat anxious to return to the 
world agftln, but he hiid difficult cardi 
to play. HU luaster wa* even more 
dubiouB than usua.! jabout everything, 
Gronvelle was raadj to remain in Bur- 
gundj as long as Philip obo^ that be 
^otild remain there. He wm &ka 
ready to go to " Indin, Peru, or into 
the fire," whenever hia King Bhould 
require au.y such excursion ^ or to re^ 
turn to the NetherlandiiT confronting 
fmj danger which might lie in his 
path*^ It 19 probable that he noutiehed 
for a long time a hope that the storm 
would blow over in the provincea, and 
hiB reaumption of power become pos- 
Eible. 

William of Onmge, although more 
than hpalf convinced that no attempt 
would be made to replace the minia- 
ter* felt it n^easary to keep striet 
wateh on hia imvem^nta. " We must 
be on our guard," aaid he, " and not 
be deceivefi Perhaps they menn to 
put ua asleep, in order the better to 
execute their deaigna. For the pr»- 
aent thinga are peaceable, and all the 
world IB i^BJoiced at the departure of 
that good Cardinal'** The Prince 
never committed the error of under- 
valuing the talents of his ^eat adver- 
isary, and he felt the neccsaity of being 
otj the alert in the present emergency, 
'* 'Tis a ely and cunning bird that we 
are dealing with," aaiid he, " one that 
sleeps neither day nor night if a blow 
ifi to be dealt to u@>" ^ Honest Brede- 
rode, after solacing himeelf with the 
Bpeetacle of hln ea*jmy 'e depnrttire, soon 
began to auapsot hia return, and to ex- 
jireas himself on the «ubjeot, is usual, 

I Papiert d*Efat, \i]L ^L 

> lliJd, vUU IfJJJ. Qtireii V, PriiiBL, i. Sll. 

* Gntmi V, Piinat. ArehSi'es, i 2^J6, 327. 
i ma., 259. * llitd , 1. aufl. 

• Vit. Vit^lii, S^ 



with ludicrous, yebemesoe* "Thayiaj 
the red fellow tfi bftck again/' he wroit ■ 
to Count Louifl^ " and that Bei lajmontd 
has gone to meet Mm at Namur, Thai 
devil after t^e two would be a good ' 
chaae, " * Kevarthel^sa , the change* *)l 
that return became daDy fninter* Mar- 
garet of Parma hated the (.?ardiii4j) witli 
great cordiality. She feM out ctf her 
servitude to him into fer more con- 
temptible bands, but for a brief inter- 
val aho aeemed to take a delight m the 
recovery of her freedom, Acoordiag 
to VigliuB, the eoiirt, after Granvelle's 
departure, WiiM like a school of boya 
and girla when the pedagogue** h.'.rV 
is turned.* He was very bitter s^^j ...■■■: 
the Dueheee for her manife^ y>r :j. 
emaneipationJ The poor Pr^ideat 
wm treated with the mo^t marked dk- 
rlaiB by Mat^aret^ who 9^bo took pains 
to ahew her dislike to all the cjirdhiat- 
ista, Secretary Armenteros forbad^i 
Burdey, who was Granvelle*a QonBin 
nud dependant;^ from eiren ipeoMng Id 
him in public,^ The Regent foon h^ 
came more intimate with Orange imd 
Egmont than ebf^ had ever been willi 
the Cardinal, She waft made to see— 
and, seeing, she became indignant— 
the cipher which she had redly ken 
during his administration. '* One can 
tell what'i o'clock/*" wrote MoriJloii 
to the fallen minieter, *' pi nee she wivw. 
writes to you norm en t- nai 

Aa to Armentoroa^ \\ 
veHe was still on fri <nuuy rt<i* 
he waa re^tieas in hb eiidcavfl^ 
keep the once powerful lane-tl 
rising again. Havin^r 
himaelf into the ct-ii i \h 

Eegentj he made a poiijt id ^tiemiu^ 
to the principal seigniur» variytj* h^ 
tern, in which she had b^^m viAnMl| 
by the Cardinal to put n»> tni*l 
them. " That devil" aaid Arm 
ro8, '"thought he b^ got mlo^ 
diae here ; but he le gone, wid wl 
take care that he never ti^turna*' 
was Boon tli ought highly pr^jbali 
the King wa« but fcemport&ing, t 



» FtmwTB d^Etafc, vU. 6»a. 

* ^' L\i\i ptiulE, iadliyfuc^t voir qno^l 
heni'c il estj'^ ttc., otc,— pjipicw d'EbU, "ili- 1 
&'A-U» 1^ Ibid. 
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the Yoluntary departure of the minis- 
ter had been a deception. Of course, 
nothing was accurately known upon 
the subject. Philip had taken good 
care of that, but meantime the beta 
were very high that there would be 
no restoration. Men thought if there 
had been any royal favour remaining 
for the great man, that the Duchess 
would not be so decided in her de- 
meanour on the subject. They saw 
that she was scarlet with indignation 
whenever the Cardinal's name was 
mentioned.^ They heard her thank 
Heaven that she had but one son, be- 
cause if she had had a second, he must 
have been an ecclesiastic, and as vile 
as priests always were.^ They wit- 
nessed the daily contumely which she 
heaped upon poor Yiglius, both be- 
cause he was a friend of Granvelle and 
was preparing in his old age to take 
orders. The days were gone, indeed, 
when Margaret was so filled with re- 
spectful affection for the prelate, that 
£lie eould secretly correspond with the 
Holy Father at Rome, and solicit the 
red hat for the object of her venera- 
tion. She now wrote to Philip, stating 
that she was better informed as to 
afiairs in the Netherlands than she 
had ever formerly been. She told her 
brother that all the views of Granvelle 
and of his followers, Yiglius with the 
re8t> had tended to produce a revolu- 
tion which they hoped that Philip 
would find in full operation when he 
idiould come to the Netherlands. It 
was liieir object, she said, to fish in 
troubled waters, and, to attain that 
aim, ihey had ever pursued the plan 
of gaining the exclusive control of all 
a£binL That was the reason why they 
had ever opposed the convocation of 
the states-general They feared that 
Adr books would be read, and their 
fnuds, injustice, simony, and rapine 
dJaoovered.' This would be the result, 
if tranquiUity were restored to the 
eoimtry, and therefore they had done 

1 Fapiers d'Etat» viiL 132— "Que son Al- 
teze devient rouge cumme escarlate quand 
Ton parie de V. 8." etc 

> n^piexB d'Etat, viii. 132. 

s CkMnenxmd. do Philippe II., i. 311^14. 

« lUd., Ln8-820. 



their best to foment and maintain dis- 
cord. The Duchess soon afterwards 
entertained her royal brother with very 
detailed accounts of various acts of 
simony, peculation, and embezzlement 
committed by Viglius, which the Car- 
dinal had aided and abetted, and by 
which he had profited.* These reve- 
lations are inestimable in a historical 
point of view. They do not raise our 
.estimate of Margaret's, character, but 
they certainly give us a clear insight 
into the nature of the Granvelle ad- 
ministration. At the same time it 
was characteristic of the Duchess, that 
while she was thus painting the por- 
larait of the Cardinal for the private 
eye of his sovereign, she should ad-. 
dresa the banished minister himself in 
a secret strain of condolence, and even 
of penitence. She wrote to assure 
Granvelle that she repented extremely 
having adopted the views of Orange. 
She promised that she would state pub- 
licly everywhere that the Cardinal was 
an upright man, intact in his morals and 
his sidminifitration, a most zealous and 
faithful servant of the King.'' She 
added that she recognised the obliga- 
tions she was under to him, and that 
she loved him like a brother.* She 
affirmed that if the Flemish seigniors 
had induced her to cause the Cardinal 
to be deprived of the government, she 
was already penitent, and that her fault 
deserved that the King, her brother, 
should cut off her head, for having 
occasioned so great a calamity.^ 

There was certainly discrepancy be- 
tween the language thus used simid- 
taneously by the Duchess to GranveUe 
and to Philip, but Margaret had been 
trained in the school of Macchiavelli, 
and had sat at the feet of Loyola. 

The Cardinal replied with equal 
suavity, protesting that such a letter 
from the Duchess left him nothing 
more to desure, as it furnished hun 
with an " entire and perfect justifica- 
tion " of his conduct.' He was aware 

» Dom I'Evesque, ii. 71. « Ibid. 

7 Dom I'Evesqtie, ubi aim. He cites the 
MS. collection entitled " Memoires de Gran- 
velle," torn, xxxiil p. 67. 

8 Dom I'Evesque, ii. 71, 72. Memoires 
de Granvelle, torn, xxxiii. p. 95. 
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of her real aeutimetttSp no doubt, but 
he woa too politio to quarrel mth bo 
important a, personaj!^ aa Philip's 
fiifter. 

An incident which occurred a few 
months after the miniBter^a deportnrej 
eerred to shew the general etatimation 
m which he was held by all raoks of 
IfetherlfflJidm^. Count MaDsfeld cele- 
brated the baptism of his soq^ Philip 
OctaTian, by a aplendid &eri^ of feati- 
Titiea at Luxemburg, the capital of hia 
goTemment. Eflaides the toumamenis 
and mmilar gportB, witb which the 
upper classea of European society were 
accuHtom^ at that day to divert them- 
selves, there was a grand maequerade^ 
to which the public were admitted m 
Bpeotatora. In this "mummeiy'' the 
most successful spectacle waa th^i pi^~ 
seated by a group iiirranged in obviouB 
ridicule of Granvolle, A figure dreaacd 
in Cardinara costume, with the red 
hat upon his head» came pacing through 
the arena upon hcraeback. Before him 
marched a man attired like a hermit, 
with long white beard, telHng hie 
beads upon a Toeary, which be held 
ostentatioualj in hJs hands. EehiTid 
the moiuited Cardinal came the Devil, 
attired in the usual guise considered 
appropriiite to the Prince of Darkness, 
who Bcourged both horse and rider 
with a whip of f ox-tailB, causitig them 
to scamper about the liata in great 
trepidation, to the immeufle delight of 
the spectators. The practical pun upon 
Binion Renard's name embodied in the 
foJt-tail, with the allusion to the effect 
of the manifold squiba perpetrated 
by that most bitter and lively enemy 
Upon Granvelle, were understood and 
Telished by the multitude. Nothing 
ftould be more hearty than the blows 
bestowed upon the minister's repre- 
sentative* ejcoept the applause with 
which this satire^ oompuseii of actual 
fustigatioUj was reeeived. The humor- 
ous spectacle abaorhed all the interest 
of the masquerade, and was frequently 
repeated. It seemed difficult to satisfy 
this general desire to witnees a tho- 
Huigh chastisement of the culprit.'*' 

» Pftplflm aEUt, Till. 7<J. n; ft'2-91 
i Ibid., ix, £3& 
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The incident made a great tioke is j 
th G country. The cardinalifibi liA% nuM' I 
rally very much enraged, but they wcrGtl 
in a minority. No ocnsune cams froml 
the government at BniBselB, Emd Haxif- ] 
feld was then, and for a long timid J 
afterwards, the main pillar of roji 
authority in the Netherlands, 1%J 
Bu£^ciently obvious that QranveUfl, f^^ 
the tir»e at lea^jt, waa supportad hj i 
party of any influence. 

Meantime he remained in his seclu- 
sion. His unpopularity did not^ bor-l 
ever, decrease in his absence. M<>] 
than a year after his departure, Bm^I 
laymont said the nobles detested tbtl 
Cardinal more than ever, Mod W(;iul' 
eat him alive if they cai^^t htpL^ 
The chance of his returning was i ' ' 
gradually out. At about 
period Chantonnaj advised his I 

to shew Mb teeth.* He i " 

velle that he was too quiet in Mf i 
grac-Bir reminded him that pnncea 1 
wEiJui a^octions when they wiihed 1 
make use of people, but tiial wii 
they could have them too 
they eateemed them but liti 
ing no acQOU.nt of men whoi 
were accustomed to see under i 
feet. He ur;ged the Cardinal, in i 
peated letters, to take heart agiioi I 
make himself formidable, and to j' 
from his crouch "^ ^> * + + H - . ^ - 4 II t 
world say, he r I .-fpn 

is up between vr . ''in»Hi 

and before long every one» wiD ' 
laughing at you, and holding you Irirl 
dupe.^ 

Btung or emboldened W ^btM i 
monstrances^ and weary o 
ment, Granvelle at Iriat u 
intention of returning tv 
lands, and towards the end of 11m 
departed to Heme, where he 
pated in the eleutton of P*>pH J 
Five yeara afterwards he wy« t 
by Philip to negotiate the ttt 
tween Spain, Rome, and Venice 
the Turk. He was aftt*r*Mirfis \ 
of Naples, and in 157r* he romoTH^S 
Madrid to take an active part to ^' 
management of the public huflut 



* *'- Mopatror la vimg^ « I 

etc.— Papieru tVFAAi, 1%, nti, JVf, 
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''the disorder of which," says the 
Abb^ Bo48ot, "could be no longer 
arrested by men of mediocre capa- 
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city/'* He died in that city on the 
21 Bt September 1586, at the age of 
seventy, and was buried at Basan9on.' 
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Thb remainder of the year, in the 
spring of which the Cardinal had left 
the Netherlands, was one of anarchy, 
oonfosion, and corruption. At first 
there had been a sensation of relief. 
Philip had exchanged letters of exceed- 
ing anity with Orange, Egmont, and 
Horn. These three seigniors had written, 
immediately upon Qranvelle's retreat, 
to assure the King of their willingness 
to obey the royal commands, and to re- 
snme their duties at the state-council.^ 
They had, however, assured the 
Duchess that the re-appearance of the 
Cardinal in the coimtry would be the 
signal for their instantaneous with- 
drawal^ They appeared at the council 
daUy, working with the utmost assi- 
duity often till late into- the night. 
Orange had three great objects in 
view,* by attaining which the country, 
in hJs opinion, might yet be saved, 

1 Papiers d'Etat. Notice pr^liminaire de 
VL Ch. Weisa. *Ibid. 

* Correspondance de GuiUaume le Tacit, 
a. 71, 72. 



and the threatened convulsions averted. 
These were to convoke the states-gene- 
ral, to moderate or abolish the edicts, 
and to suppress the council of finance 
and the privy council, leaving only the 
council of state. The two first of 
these points, if gained, would, of 
course, subvert the whole absolute 
policy which Philip and Qranvelle had 
enforced; it was, therefore, hardly 
probable that any impression would 
be made upon the secret determina- 
tion of the government in these re- 
spects. As to the coimcil of state, the 
limited powers of that body, under 
the administration of the Cardinal, 
had formed one of the principal com- 
plaints against that minister. The 
justice and finance councils were sinks 
of iniquity. The most barefaced de- 
pravity reigned supreme. A gangrene 
had spread through the whole govern- 



i^ 



* Correspondance de Philippe II., i. 294- 
297. 
» Groen v. Prinst. Archives, etc., i. 22^ 
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onimtcuancing the flagitious proceed- 
iugrj and the contemptible supremacy 
of Armenteros, and it was soon very 
obvious, therefore, that Egmont was 
a greater favourite at court than 
i.'nuige. At the same time the Count 
waj5 also diligently cultivating the good 
graces of the middle and lower classes 
in Brussels, shooting with the burghers 
at the popinjay, calling every man by 
his name, and assisting at jovial ban- 
quets in town-house or guild-hall. 
The Prince, although at times a ne- 
cessary partaker also in these popular 
amusements, could find small cause 
for rejoicing in the aspect of affairs. 
When his business led him to the 
palace, he was sometimes forced to 
wait in the ante-chamber for an hour, 
while Secretary Armenteros waa en- 
gaged in private consultation with 
Margaret upon the most important 
nuitters of administration.^ It could 
not be otherwise than galling to the 
pride and offensive to the patriotism 
of the Prince, to find great pubUc 
tnmaaotions intrusted to such hands. 
Thomas de Armenteros was a mere 
private secretary — a simple clerk. He 
had no right to have cognisance of 
ioqKntant affiurs, which could only 
oome before his Majesty's sworn ad- 
viflers. He was, moreover, an infamous 
peculator. He was rolling up a for- 
tune with great rapidity by his shame- 
kas traffic in benefices, charges, offices, 
whether of church or state. His name 
of AnnenteroB was popularly con- 
verted into Argenteros,* in order to 
■ymbolise the man who was made of 
pablic money. His confidential inti- 
suMsy with the Duchess procured for 
bun also the name of ''Madame's 
barber,"' in aUusion to the famous 
omsments of Margaret's upper lip, 

1 Fapien d'Etat, viL 598. 

«Ibid.,viiLe60;ix.S39. 

•Ifaid^ vm.650. 

«IUd., viL 685-078. Groen v. PHnst, 
Arehlvefl et Conrespoxidiuice, i. 406, 406. 

' " MMaDMs aucuns, pour larcndi'u odiouso 
anpeuple semoyentun bruit qu'clle amasAoit 
nn grand threaor de demiera du Roy, oultro 
vne infinite d'or et d'argent qu'elle tiroit 
■nbttlement des offices, benefices, et remis- 
rims qa*eUe faisoit veudre soubs maiu en 
iMRut oonSarB oomptant par le dit Armen- 
tana."— Fontas Fayen MS. 
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and to the celebrated influence en- 
joyed by the barbers of the Duke of 
Havoy and pf Louis the Eleventh. 
This man sold dignities and places of 
high responsibility at public auction.* 
The Regent not only connived at 
these proceedings, which would have 
been base enough, but she was full 
partner in the disgraceful commerce. 
Through the agency of the Secretary, 
she, too, was amassing a large private 
fortune.* " The Duchess has gone 
into the business of vending places to 
the highest bidders," said Morillon, 
"with the bit between her teeth."** 
The spectacle presented at the council- 
board was often sufficiently repulsive 
not oidy to the cardinalists, who were 
treated with elaborate insolence, but 
to all men who loved honour and 
justice, or who felt an interest in the 
prosperity of government. There 
was nothing majestic in the appear- 
ance of the Duchess, as she sat con- 
versing apart with Armenteros, whis- 
pering, pinching, giggling, or disputing, 
while important afiairs of state were 
debated, concerning which the Secre- 
tary had no right to be informed.^ It 
was inevitable that Orange should be 
offended to the utmost by such pro- 
ceedings, although he was himself 
treated with comparative respect. As 
for the ancient adherents of Granvelle, 
the Bordeys, Baves, and Morillons, 
they were forbidden by the favourite 
even to salute him in the streets. 
Berlaymont was treated by the Duchess 
with studied insult. "What is the 
man talking about?" she would ask 
with languid supercihousness, if he 
attempted to express his opinion in 
the state-council.8 Viglius, whom 
Berlaymont accused of doing his best, 
without success, to make his peace 



The oorrespondence of the time proves 
that the story was no calumny, but an in- 
disputable fact. 

• " Bon Alteze y vat bride avall^e."^ 
Papiers d'Etat, vii. 685. 

T •< L'aultro Jour, Van der Aa me diet avoo 
larmes qu'il ne scavoit plus comporter lea 
termes que Ton y tint: parlaut a I'oreillo, 
riant, picquant, debatant et donnant sou vent 
des lourdes attaches, et quand hottUio y 
est aussi present pour escoulter."— Papiora 
d'Etat, viii. 67, 63. 

• Pf4)iei's d'£tat> iz. 288. « 
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with the BeignJorB, wa^ in evesa gtill 
gr<«iter diagraca than his fellow -car- 
dinaJiuts^ He longed, lie jBoid, to be in 
Bur^tidy, drlnkiJig GranveUo'e good 
wine.^ His patisncQ under the dailj 
inaultd whioh he reoelved from the 
govemment mode Mm deepit^ble in 
the eyea of his own pArty. He was 
deacribed bj hia friendB aa puaillani- 
mooB to an incredibla extent^ timid 
from, exceea of richesj, afnud of hia 
own shadow*^ He was hecommg ex- 
ceedingly iiatheticj eipressing fre- 
quently a. desire to depart jvnd end hia 
day a in peace. HIb faithfid Hopper 
sustained and cort^ol^d him^ but «ven 
Joachim could not aoothe bia aorrowa 
when he reflec?tcd thj^t aftsr all the 
work performed by Mmself and col- 
leagirea^ " Oiej had only been beating 
tbe bush for others/*^ while their own 
share in the sfjoils lii*d been withheld 
Nothing could well W more conturne- 
Itoua than Margaret's treattii^nt of the 
learned Frisian, When othor cuuneil- 
lors were sommonsd to a Boaaion at 
throe o*olookj the President was in- 
Tited at four. It waa quite imposaible 
for him to have an audience of the 
Di;che»a except in the presence of the 
inevitable ArmeDteroa, He was not 
flowed to open his mouth, even when 
he occasionally plncted up heart 
unongh to attempt the utterance of 
his opinions. His autbonty was com- 
pletely dead. Even if he essayed to 
combat the oonvocsation of tbe atatea- 
genert^t by the alignments which the 
Ducheaflj at his suggestion, had often 
uaed for the purpose, he was treated 
with the aamc indifference. *' The 
poor Preaident/* wrote Granvelle to 
tlio King's chief seoretaryj Gonialo 
Perez^ ** is afraid, as I hear, to Sfieak a 
word, and is made to write esfttrtly 
what tbey tell htm." At the same 
time, th© poor President^ thus mal- 
treated and mortifiedj Lad the vanity 
occasionally to imaginD himself a bold 
find formidable peraonago. The man 
whom hia mont inHmate friEndH de- 
scribed aa afrnid of hia own sliadow. 



3 Ffttiler^ d*Eral, ml 267, SH, 

' **Qu*iiB mimt battu le briiRstia pour In 



deaoribed himself to Granvell? m m» 
who went hia own gait, HpesiMDg Idfl 
mit>d frankly npon every opportMitty, 
and compelling j^^^P^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^ 
little, even if they did not lova him. 
But the Cai^^nal knew better thait ^ 
believe in this magnanimous pitrtor^uf 
tho doctor's fancy** 

Viglius waa anxious to retire, bat 
nnwilling to have tbi* appearAUce of 
boing disgraced. He felt inBtinctively, 
although deceived as to the actual 
facts, that Mft great patron hod 1h«» 
defeated and baaiab^ He didiuyt 
wish to be placed in the same pcu- 
tion. He was dedrouE^ as he piouslj 
expressed himself^ of witbdrawing from 
tbti world, " that he might baknce hk 
acoounta with the LrOni, before leav- 
ing the lodgings of life.*' He wi^ 
however, disposed to please " the raM- 
ter " m well m the Lord. He winbed 
to have the roy&l permi^ion Uydofmi 
in peaoe. In Itia own lofty bmguj^ 
he wished to be sprinkled on ta^in^ 
hia leave "with the holy water of tJw 
court,'* Moreover, be w^aa fond of tji 
salary, althougb he disliked tha m^ 
casms of the Ductheaa, Egmoni k^ 
otbera had advised him to abondotu ti» 
office of Preaident to Hopper, in ord^v 
as he was getting feeble, to reserve til 
whole strengh for the atate-foundl 
VigUuJS did not at aU relisb the pfo- 
poflition. He said that by ^vin^ up 
the sealB, and with tbem the rank and 
salary which they conferred, be ibocM 
become a deposed j$aini. He h&il no 
inclination;, oa long as he rcmi^n&j {(■ 
the ground at aE, to part with thofl* 
emoluments and honoura, and to ^ 
converted merely into the "tssidih^ 
atate-eouneiL" * He had, bowPTS, 
with the sagacity of sm old nav^g3rt<Jr, 
already thrown Q\it bis anchor iot* 
the best hcslding-gronnd diuTog th&- 
storms which he foresaw were sotiO t 
sweep the state- Before the dow < 
the year which now occupiei I 
learned doctor of laws had 1k»8 
doctor of divinity also; i ' '■'■^' 
ready secured, by bo doing j 



I, itt. 



* Fnpiera d'Etot vilh H-Vl* HM3V 3 

arr, 409. 4io, 4j5, 4afl, U9. 

* " Et lie mo \Aiii&at cout^sit^r d'nMtm li^" 
du ouust^LT-d'ctHt,''— Pa|tf«n d Et«i^ vlk LMt 




^bend: of 3&mi Bavon of Ghent. 
LIB would }yB a. coBs6la.t\Qji la tbe 
^ of secular dignities^ ajid a recom- 
enae for the cold look* of the Du<jbeas* 
did not scruple to ascribe the 
pointed dielike which Margaret mam- 
feet^ toWtuxk him to the tiwe m wMch 
iJhe stood of hti stem integrity of 
clumicter. The true reason why Ar- 
menteroe and the Duchess dialiked 
Mm wiLs becauee, io his own worda>i 
" he waa not of their mind with regard 
to lotteries » the sale of oMces, advance- 
ment to abbeys, tmd many other tbinga 
of the kiodf by which they wm-e iii 
euch a hurry to make their fortime.** 
Upon another oocamon he observed^ 
a letter to GranTelle, that^ "all 
I were Bold to the highest biddf^r^ 
" at the oan»e of Margaret's re- 
aiust botli the Cardinal 

was, that they bad ao 

Etg prevented her from making the 
oht which ihe waa now doing from 
i sale of bens^eOfl, oJ£eeBj and other 
ount,*' * 

The Duchess, on her part, charac- 
tmml the pitftseedinga aaid policy, 
nth past and pTE&enij of the cardi' 
Ibta as factiouBj ourrupt^ and selfish 
I tho laiat degree. She aeaured her 
other, that ttie simony, rapiae, and 
honesty of Grauvelle^ Vigliu^, and 
I their folio wera, bad brotight affaire 
I tho minouB condition which was 
but too apparent. They were 
^doJDg their beat, ahe aaid, since the 
Oftfdinal's departure, to shew, by their 
filoth and opposition, that tbey were 
dirtermlned to aUow nothing to pro- 
iper in hid absence. To quote her 
wn vigaroufl e^resBion to Philip— 
' V^liufl made her Buffur the pains of 
" "» She dflflcribed him m per- 
il j r^iatiijg the course of the 
ninifitration^ and she threw out 
ftUBpiciona* not only m t»> hh 
*y but hin orthodoxy, Philip 
k greedy ear to these acandalr^ua 
;. conDCrniiig the late omnip»ot^ut 
er and his friendp. It ia an 
Lictive lesson in human history 
» look through the doud of dk^imu- 

\ i €5i3fTwpcn4 de Philippe I!,, if, SlR-slSO. 
> ■ ilrtmit V. rriiut., Ajcalvca, titc,, i t:0£ ; 



latioD in which ths actore of thia 
remarkable epoch were ever enve- 
loped, and tq watch them aE stabbing 
fiercely at each other in the dark, with 
no regard to previoua fneiidtship, or 
even present professional It is edify- 
ing to see tlLG Cardinal, witli all hoa 
genius and all hk grimjioe, eomedpoDd- 
mg on familiar terme with ArmeDteroa, 
who was holding bim up to obloquy 
upon all oocaaions ; to see Philip in- 
dming his ear in pleased aarfcomahment 
to MaigareVs disclosures concerning 
the Caidinalj whom be wa& at the 
very instant a£suriiig of Ms uodi- 
miuiahed confidence;* and to aee 
VigliuB, the author of the edict of 
1550, and the uniforoi opponent of 
any mitigatioii in its borrore, silently 
becoming involved, without the leaet 
iuepicicn of the fact, tn the meshee of 
Inquisitor Titelmann, 

Upon Philip's eager solicitations for 
further disclosures, Margaret accord- 
ingly informed her brother of addi- 
tional facts communicated to her^ qfi^ 
oaths of Bocrecy had been exchanged, 
by Titolntaim and his colleague del 
Canto, They had assured her, ahe 
said, that there were grave doubta 
touching the orthodoxy of Viglius, 
He had consorted with heretics during 
a large |>ortioxi of his life, and had put 
many suspicioua persona loto office. 
As to his nepotism, simony, and fraud, 
th^re was no doubt at all. Ho had 
richly provided all his friends and re- 
lations in Frieslaiul with beneficesw Ho 
had l^eoome in his old age a priest and 
churchman, In order to snatch the 
provostahip of Saint Bavoi^, although 
his jnfirmitiefl did not allow him to 
say ma^, or even to stand erect at the 
altar. Th<s inquiaitora hatl further 
accused him of having stolen rings, 
jewels, plate, linen, bedsi tapestry, and 
other fumitiu'e, from the estiiblish- 
ment, all which prcporty he bad sent 
ta Frieiilaudj and of having seiaed one 
hundred thousand ^Qorins in ready 
money which had belonged to the kat 
abbd— an act couaei|uently of pure em- 
bcKxlement. The Duchess aftorwordi 

■ Correaponda&f:^ de Philinno H„ L aiC 
* P, I r lie ra ,1 ' Etat , vit . m^\ hVI, ^V%\. VSna, 
tk PhsUpp«5 11., t liti^-^V; . 
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traii»nutted to PbiJip sm iiivenUary of 
the plundered property, induding the 
fumituro of Dtne bou^B, and begged 
bim bo coramaiid VigliiiB tu make in- 
Btantr rcstitiiti'ju.'' If thenf be truth 
in the homoly proverb, that in caae of 
certain quarrels honest men roeover 
their rightflj it is perbapB equally cer- 
tain that when difltinguiabed public 
persotiAgee attack eaeh other^ bii^to- 
riaua may arrivtj at the truth. Here 
certainly ai'P edifying pit'tvu'BB of the 
CQrruptiou of the Sj-rfiuiab regency in 
tbe NetherhLndSr painted by the Presi- 
dent of the utate-eouncUj and of the 
diflhone&ty of the President painted by 
the Regetii 

A remarkable tumult occurred In 
October of thiir yoar at Antwerp, A 
Civrmelite monk, Christopher Smith, 
commonly caUed Fabricius, had loft a 
mozuutteiy in Brugtis., iKlopted the prin- 
ciples i>f the Reformation t and taken to 
himself a wile. He had reaiiled for a 
time in Engl^^nd; but, invited by hia 
fricndfi^ he liad afterwarde undertaken 
the dEuig^rouH charge of gospel-teacher 
in the coinuit^rLiiil uietrofwlis of the 
Netberlande, He waa, however^ Boon 
betrayed to the autharitiee by a cer- 
tttiu bonnet-dealer, popularly caUed 
Lontr Margaret, wbo bad pretended, 
for the isake of aecuring the informer's 
fee, to be a oonvert to his doctrines. 
He WAS aehscd, and immediateJy put 
to the torture. He manfully refuned 
to betray any members of hjs eongre- 
gatioti— aa manfully avowed and main- 
tained bifi religious creed. He was 
condemned to the flameH^, and during 
the interval which preceded hia exe- 
cution, be o:imforted his friends by 
lettei^ of advice, religious couHolatiou 
and encounvgemtintj which he wrote 
from bis dungeon. He sent a message 
to the woman who had betrayed him, 
assuring her of bis forgivefjeijs, and 
exhorting hur to repentance. His calm- 
ntijBB, wisctom, and g^ntlctiess;, eitcibcd 
the admiration of all* When, there- 
fore, ttii» lujmhle imitator of Cbdst 
was led tUrotigh tlie streete of Antwerj> 
to tbe atAke, the pojudar emotion was 
at once visible. To the multitude who 
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th ro t)gtHl about th« <tSftcutioii«re wili 
thre^itening nispcct, he addr«fae4 m 
urgent romonstrcmoe tbot they wou^ 
not compromise their own wifety V^ » 
tumult in his cause. He ttivjied ^, \ 
however, to remftio Kteaiifust to thti 
groat truth for which he was abmitto 
lay do wo liis life. The crowd, w ^vf 
folJtJwe^l the procession of hangiceDi 
halberd iim en, and ma^strate^^ saiig the* 
hundred and tbirtieth psrkhn m fiiJlj 
chorus. As the vjcii^o. arrived U]*\ni\ 
tbe market*place, he knelt upon tb*' 
ground, to pray for the lost tune. 11 « 
was, however^ rudely forced t9 rii^ 
by the executioner, who immedm' '' 
chained bim to tbe stake, and fo^t^ i-.^ 
a leathern strati around his threat. At 
this moment the popular* indign&tion 
became uncontrolUble, and etonea m^tv 
showered upon the niagistnitea tuA 
Boldiersj who, after a slight resistacoee, 
fled for their lives* The fonsmoBt of 
tbe insurgents dashed into the enctr;>«nl 
arena, to rescue the prisoner, h >' >' 
t<.,>o late. The executioner, even ^-- ii 
fled, had crushed the vif^^'"" 
with a sledge hammer, anil ; 
through and through witli ^ _ 

Some of the bystauderti ttmia 
afterwards that his tirjgers 
were seen to move» aa if in 
prayer, for a httle time lunger, uiitilj 
as the fire mounted, he idi h 
flames* For the remainder of i 
after the fire had entirelv nMm 
tt> ashes, the charred ar 
l>ody of the victim r. . 
market-place, a ghastly speci 
fi-ieud and foe. It wts all 
bound to a stone and cast in 
Scheld* Such was the doom ( 
tttpber Fabric ins, for baviug j 
Christiamty in Antwerp. Du 
night an anonymous placard, 
with bloody was posti^' 
o£ the Town House, ^: Ij^t-? 

were men in the city wlll.^ v\.nid ai^'' 
nally avenge his murder. Nothii^^ !«• 
donoj however, toNvards the M 
pliflbment of the threat. Tha| 
when he received tlie inteU \ 
the taransaction, was f uriotta ^ 
dignation, and wrote sava^ l«t£aa 1 



1 Pajjl^tft d'EUt, V. St4-a2fl \ S50, a^l* 
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Lis sister, commanding instant ven- 
geance to be taken upon all concerned 
in so foul a riot. As one of the persons 
engaged had, however, been arrested 
and immediately hanged^ and as the 
rest had effected their escape, the affair 
was suffered to drop.^ 

The scenes of outrage, the frantic 
persecutions, were fast becoming too 
horrible to be looked upon by Catholic 
or Calvinist The prisons swarmed 
with victims, the streets were thronged 
wiUi processions to the stake. The 
population of thriving cities, particu- 
larly in Flanders, were maddened by 
the spectacle of so much barbarity in- 
flioted, not upon criminals, but usually 
upon men remarkable for propriety of 
conduct and blameless lives. It was 
predsely at this epoch that the burgo- 
masters, senators, and council of the 
aty Bruges (all Catholics) humbly re- 
presented to the Duchess Regent that 
feter Titelmann, Inquisitor of the 
Futh, against all forms of law, was 
daily exercising inquisition among the 
inhafaitants, not only against those sus- 
pected or accused of heresy, but against 
all, however imtainted their characters ; 
that he was daily citing before him 
whatever persons he liked, men or 
women, compelling them by force to 
B^ whatever it pleased him; that he 
mm dragging people from their houses, 
and even from the sacred precincts of 
the church ; often in revenge for verbal 
injuries to himself, always under pre- 
text of heresy, and without form or 
legkL warrant oi any kind. They there - 
fore b^;ged that he might be com- 
pdled to make use of preparatory 
flnminations with the co-operation of 
the flenators of the city, to suffer that 
should make their deposi- 
without being intimidated by 
, and to conduct all his subse- 
qoent proceedings according to legal 
mnna, which he had uniformly vio- 
lated — publicly declaring that he would 

I SfatBda, iv. 143. 144. Hist, des Martyrs 
uud Bi^iidt, i. 262-2t{4. Cumpare Papiors 
d'BUt, viii. 440-443. 

• Brandt, i 278, 279. Papicrs d'Etat, viii. 
484-4S8L CoxreBpoudaiice de Philippe II., i. 

vassal, 

* Brandt, nbi mip. 

« Fbipifas d'Etat, viiL 484. 



govern himself according to his own 
pleasure.' 

The four estates of Flanders having, 
in a solemn address to the King, re- 
presented the same facts, concluded 
their brief but vigorous description of 
Titelmann's enormities by calling upon 
Philip ^ suppress these horrible prac- 
tices, so manifestly in violation of the 
ancient charters which he had sworn 
to support. 3 It may be supposed that 
the appeal to Philip would be more 
likely to call down a royal benediction 
than the reproof solicited upon the in- 
quisitor's head. In the privy council, 
the i>etitions and remonstrances were 
read, and, in the words of the Presi- 
dent, " foimd to be in extremely bad 
taste, " * In the debate which followed, 
Viglius and his friends recalled to the 
Duchess, in earnest language, the de- 
cided will of the King, which had been 
so often expressed. A faint repre- 
sentation was made, on the other hand, 
of the dangerous consequences, in case 
the people were driven to a still deeper 
despair, llie result of the movement 
was but meagre. The Duchess an- 
nounced that she could do nothing in 
the matter of the request until further 
information, but that meantime she 
had charged Titelmann to conduct 
himself in his office " with discretion 
and modesty."*' The discretion and 
modesty, however, never appeared in 
any modification of the inquisitor's pro- 
ceedings, and he continued unchecked 
in his infamous career until his death, 
which did not occur till several years 
afterwards. In truth, Margaret was 
herself in mortal fear of this horrible 
personage. He besieged her chamber- 
door almost daily, before she had risen, 
insisting upon audiences which, not- 
withstanding her repugnance to the 
man, she did not dare to refuse. " May 
I perish," said Morillon, " if she does 
not stand in exceeding awe of Titel- 
mann."** Under such circumstances. 



* Papicrs d'Etat, viii. 439. — " Do se (ton- 
diiyro en rexercico dc son office avec toute 
dist'Tction, modcstie et respect." 

• "Disporcam," writes Idorillon to Gran- 
vclle, "siipssi^ion timeat Titelmanmim ct 
del Campo mii indies etiam ilia in vita, ante 
foi-os cubiculi t'jua voi-sautur," etc. — Papicrs 
d'Etat, viu. 425, 426. 
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- - ctl and enforced without 
■.:'.- I'viated to three Bub- 
..•jurinea to be inculcated 
-.■^-•ii. the reformation of 
-: ..ja. uiorala, and the educa- 
te .eople. General police 
^ verc issued at the same 
- vaith heretics were to be 
..•X ir^m ill share in the usual 
_,-^«.t;tf of society, and were, in 
ri icrictly excommunicated, 
r . -r»f -o receive no guests, schools 
._.ir^n, alms-houses no paupers, 
r—jx-ia 20 dead bodies, unless 
-^ iiudrfn. paupers, and dead 
..-■9 vi^rs rimidied with the most 
^ii^cv.rr proofs of orthodoxy. 
.^». .rs .f "unsuspected Romanism 
- ,- _ -t 'jc exercise their functions, 
__-». xuzd to give notice within 
^_ V- . IT iours of every birth which 
_-^i The parish clerks were as 
^._^..v -o record every such addi- 
^ -. 'hi ->: relation, and the autho- 
]1, -t. sc^'i-ia': Catholic baptism was 
'. • .^^rvi i:; each case with the 
^ .-.«:;le ^icliv. Births, deaths, 
J2 .." ■_-^..->gs c^.-'-jld only occur with 
__ -.- ,:::ofr the shadow of the 
. .. j^ >; : •••• — I'^n being could con- 
"Jl _:i^self Z'-rn or defunct unless 
'." _.^ wJl * rrlest's certificate. 
._ :--»:L. -w^ Excluded, so far as 
.^Vg-.-_ d.c:::a could exclude 
- ^ — e ralf :: humanity, from 
." .-. -^^ s-iTii- isd from eternal 



lAined many pro- 
i'.y inflicted with 
.. -hi provinces, but 
^r.-^-~T^ of the sovereign. 
-i6fc.c r-izy of the lords in 
. , ^1: ihi: at least the 
•:nT.-i» sbould be made 
'!.-c.j:'^::-n. This wasr 
"^2.- ^ -f :^e Duchess; but 
:• :^ '.^mn of October 
.,^7 "l-:*-* . expressly pro- 
• j>.-;.-»:ics in the ordi- 
::-ai:a:::-""^ a copy of the 
1^-^ -.c which the canons 
^.';i:c«i -jn Spain, together 
-:c-.'a6i«.ii cf his desire that 
TL-se icocid be followed 
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in the Netherlands.^ Margaret of 
Parma was in great embarrassment 
It was evident that the publication 
could no longer be deferred. Philip 
had issued his commands, but grave 
senators and learned doctors of the 
university had advised strongly in 
favour of the necessary exceptions. 
The extreme party, headed by VigUus^ 
were in favour of carrying out the 
royal decisions. They were over- 
ruled, and the Duchess was induced 
to attempt a modification, if her 
brother's permission could be ob- 
tained. The President expressed the 
opinion that the decrees, even with 
the restrictions proposed, would " give 
no contentment to the people, who, 
moreover, had no right to meddle with 
theology."* The excellent VigUus 
forgot, however, that theology had 
been meddling altogether too much 
with the people to make it possible 
that the public attention should be 
entirely averted from the subject. 
Men and women who might be daily 
Bunmioned to rack, stake, and scaffold, 
in the course of these ecclesiasti- 
cal arrangements, and whose births, 
deaths, marriages, and position in the 
next world, were now to be formally 
decided upon, could hardly be taxed 
with extreme indiscretion if they did 
meddle with the subject. 

In the dilemma to which the Duchess 
was reduced, she again bethought her- 
self of a special mission to Spain. At 
the end of the year (1564), it was 
determined that Egmont should be 
the envoy. Montigny excused himself 
on 'account of private affairs ; Marquis 
Beighen " because of his indisposition 
and corpulence." ' There was a stormy 
debate in council after Egmont had 
accepted the mission and immediately 
before his departure. Yiglius had 
been ordered to prepare the Count's 
iiiBtnictions. Having finished the 
rough draught, he laid it before the 
boazd.^ The paper waa conceived in 
gnaral teraaiLaDd might mean any- 
thing or notioBg. No criticism upon 
Ifti languagb was, however, offered un- 
til it came to l^e turn of Orange to 

1 Btnd% iv. 148. '. " 

■ * QzQOii T. SMMk, Archives, etc., i 821. 
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vote upon the document. Then, how- 
ever, William the Silent opened his 
lips, and poured forth a long and vehe- 
ment discourse, such as he rarely pro- 
nounced, but such as few except 
himself could utter. There was no 
shufBing, no disguise, no timidity in 
his language. He took the ground 
boldly that the time had arrived for 
speaking out. The object of sending 
an envoy of high rank and European 
reputation like the Count of Egmont, 
was to tell the King the truth. Let 
Philip know it now. Let him be un- 
equivocally informed that this whole 
machinery of placards and scaffolds, 
of new bishops and old hangmen, of 
decrees, inquisitors, and informers, 
must once and for ever be abolished. 
Their day was over. The Netherlands 
were free provinces, they were sur- 
rounded by free countries, they were* 
determined to vindicate their ancient 
privileges. Moreover, his Majesty was 
to be plainly informed of the fright- 
ful corruption which made the whole 
judicial and administrative system 
loathsome. The venality which no- 
toriously existed everywhere — on the 
bench, in the council chamber, in all 
public offices, where purity was most 
essential — was denounced by the 
Prince in scathing terms. He tore 
the mask from individual faces, and 
openly charged the Chancellor of Bra- 
bant, Engelbert Maas, with knavery 
and corruption. He insisted that the 
King should be informed of the ne- 
cessity of abolishing the two inferior 
councils, and of enlarging the council 
of state by the admission of ten or 
twelve new members selected for their 
patriotism, purity, and capacity. Above 
all, it was necessary plainly to inform 
his Majesty that the canons of Trent, 
spumed by the whole world, even by 
the Catholic Princes of Germany, 
could never be enforced in the Nether- 
lands, and that it would be ruinous 
to make the attempt. He proposed 
and insisted that the Coimt of Egmont 
should be instructed accordingly. He 
avowed in conclusion that he was a 
Cathdio himself and intended to re- 

» Papiers d'Etat^ viiL 615. 
* Vit. Viglii, 41. 
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not look on with pleasure when pr£nce« 
BttYive to goxttn the Boula of men, and 
to tftlce away theb- liberty in matter 
of coDacience axid religioD.* 

Here certainly was no dnintiness of 
pkraseologj, and upoD these leading 
points^ thus slightlj indicated^ Wil- 
liani of Orange poured out Mb elo- 
quenccj bearing coD>4€tion upon the 
tide of Mil rapid mve<Mv&. Hm 
epeeeh laet«:d till seven m the eren- 
ing, when the DucheBH odjonmed the 
meeting. Tb© council broke np, the 
Begent went to supper, but the effect 
of the di^ootirsG upon nearly aU the 
memben waa not to be mistaken. 
Yigliufi waa in a state of consterna- 
tion, perpl^sity, and deapair. He 
felt Hatished that,, with perhaps the 
e^ceptioD of Berlaymont^ all who had 
iistened or should afterwards listen to 
the iKiwerful arguments of Orange 
would 'be ineritably soduced or be- 
wildered. Tbe President lay awake, 
toasitig tmd tumbling in hia bed, re- 
Odlling the Prince'a oration^ point by 
pointy and ondciavoiiring to answer it 
itt oitler. It waa impori^nt, ho feltj 
to obliterate the impression produced. 
Moreover, ns we have often seen, the 
learned Doctor "valued himself upon 
hjelc^c. It was absolutely neceasaryj 
therefore, that in his reply nest dn-j 
Ms eloqoence shoLild outshine fchjife nf 
Ms antagonist. The President thus 
paeeed ^ feverish aud uniximfortable 
njgbt^ prenounding and Hatt^ning to 
imaginaiy harangues. With the 
dawn of day he arodc and proceeded 
to dresH bimselt The excitement of 
tlie predous eveningt and the sub^- 
q\ient aleeplesanes^ of his night had, 
however, been too much for hi» feeble 
and slightly superannuated frame. 
Before he had fijiislied Ms toilet, a 
strolce of apoplexy stretched him 
senseless upon the floor. His aer- 
vimts, when they soon afterwards en- 
tered the apnrtnient, found him rigid, 
and fco all appeAnince dead.* After a 
few days, however^ he recovered biJ* 
phyaiual senses in part, but blR reason 
remained for a longi^r tiuae sliattered, 

* Ibid Lcvuiiflb. Kodorl. Man. cu Vittu- 



and was nerer perhaps ^il]y restored 
to ita original i?igour* 

This cT^Dt made it Deuessary thftt 
tiis place in the council should 
supplied. Vighufl had frequiQDtly ex- 
preased iutentioTiS of retiruig — a mea- 
sure to which he could yet never fully 
make uj} hiB mind* His place was now 
temporarily supplied by Ms friend and, 
eountrymon, Joachim Hopper, hke 1 
self, a Frisian doctor of ancient bio 
and extensive acquirenientB, well yej^ed 
in philosophy and j urispmdencie, a pro- 
fessor of Louvain, and s member * 
the Mechlin Council. He waa lik& 
wise the original founder Mid prajB 
tor of Douay University— an in«tit 
tion wMch^ at Philip's desire^ he had _ 
suoE^eaafully oiganiBed in 1556, in order 
that a French university might be fur- 
nished for Walloon youths^ tm a sub* 
sttbvte for the seductive and poisoDOOS 
Paris. For tbe rest. Hopper was » 
mere nuoi ol routine. He wois often 
employed in private affsim by PhOlp^ 
without being intrusted with tke t 
at the bottom of theuL His mind i 
a confused one, and Ms style Inec 
pressibly in vol ved and tedj oua, " Po 
Master Hopper/' said Gmnvelle, ' 
not write the best French in the world; 
may the Lord forgive him ! He was 
learned in letters, but knew very Utile 
of great affairs." His monnera w^)i 
as cHngiug oa hia intellect waa nocrrow. 
He never opposed the Duchess, so that 
hi« eoUea^es always tailed him Coun* 
oillor '' Yes, Mxuiam," and he did ]m 
best to be friendai with all the world* 

In deference to the ar^imienta 
Orange, the instructions for Egmon 
were occoi-dingly cousidenibl ; 
from the original draughts ■ 
As drawn up by the new 
they contained at liswt a few 1 
his Majesty m to tbe proprie 
mitigating tlie edicts and extendini 
some mercy U) his eulFering people!! 
Tbe document was, however, not very 
satisfactory to the Prince, nor did he 
perhajis rely veiiy implicitly upon the 
character of the envoy. 

Egmont set forth upon hv^ Jo 
early in Jauiuu^ (1565), He trar 

wen, Iv, 1 05-1 1 1 , Groan v, I>dti4itn Ardii v 
V 37:}. Dom L'Eva&tiiio. 1 tfl. * Ibttl 
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in great state. He was escorted as far 
as Cambray by several nobles of his 
acquaintance, who improved the occa- 
sion by a series of tremendous ban- 
quets during the Count's sojourn, 
which was protracted till the end of 
January. The most noted of these 
gentlemen were Hoogstraaten, Brede- 
rode, the younger Mansfeld, Culem- 
burg, and Koiroarmes. Before they 
parted with the envoy, they drew up 
a paper, which they signed with their 
blood, and afterwards placed in the 
hands of his Countess. In this docu- 
ment they promised, on account of 
their " inexpressible and very singular 
affection" for Egmont, that if, during 
his mission to Spain, any evil should 
befall him, they would, on their faith 
as gentlemen and cavaliers of honour, 
take vengeance therefor upon the Car- 
dinal Oranvelle, or upon all who should 
be tiie instigators thereof.^ 

Wherever Brederode was, there, it 
was probable, would be much severe 
carousing. Before the conclusion, ac- 
cordingly, oi the visit to Cambray, 
that ancient city rang with the scan- 
dal created by a most uproarious scene. 
A banquet was given to Egmont and 
his friends in the citadel Brederode, 
his cousin Lumey, and the other nobles 
from Brussels, were all present. The 
Archbishop of Cambray, a man very 
odious to ^e liberal party in the pro- 
vinces, was also bidden to the feast. 
During the dinner, this prelate, al- 
though treated with marked respect 
by Egmont, was the object of much 
banter and coarse pleasantry by the 
mder portion of the guests. Espe- 
cially, these convivial gentlemen took 
infinite pains to overload him with 
challengeB to huge bumpers of wine — 
it being thought desirable, if possible, 
to i^aoe the Archbishop under the 
table. This pleasantry was alternated 
with much rude sarcasm concerning 

1 Oroen v. P., Archives, etc., i. 845, fVom 
Amoldi, Hist. Denkwurd, page 282. It is 
remarimble that after the return of the 
Count from Spain, Hoogstraat^i received 
thia dDgular bond from the Countess, and 
jrave it to Maiisfeld, to be burned in his pre- 
sence. Mansfeld, however, advised keeping 
it, on accuont of Noircarmea. whose signa- 
turo was attached to the document, and 
VOL.L 
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the new bishoprics. The conversation 
then fell upon other topics — among 
others, naturally upon the mission of 
Count Egmont Brederode observed 
that it was a very hazardous matter to 
allow so eminent a personage to leave 
the land at such a critical period. 
Should anything happen to the Count, 
the Netherlands would sustain an im- 
mense loss. The Archbishop, irritated 
by the previous conversation, ironi- 
cally requested the speaker to be com- 
forted, " because," said he, '* it will 
always be easy to find a new Egmont." 
Upon this, Brederode, beside himself 
with rage, cried out vehemently, " Are 
we to tolerate such language from this 
priest ? " Culemburg, too, turning upon 
the offender, observed, " Your obser- 
vation would be much more applicable 
to your own case. If you were to die, 
'twould be easy to find five hundred 
of your merit to replace you in the see 
of Cambray." The conversation was, 
to say the least, becoming personal. 
The Bishop, desirous of terminating 
this keen encoimter of wits, lifted a 
goblet full of wine and challenged 
Brederode to drink. That gentleman 
declined the invitation. After the 
cloth had been removed, the cup cir- 
culated more freely than ever. The 
revelry became fast and furious. One 
of the younger gentlemen who was 
seated near the Bishop snatched the 
bonnet of that dignitary from his head, 
and placed it upon his own. He then 
drained a biunper to his health, and 
passed the goblet and the cap to his 
next neighbour. Both circuLited till 
they reached the Viscount of Ghent, 
who arose from his seat and respectfully 
restored the cap to its owner. Brede- 
rode then took a large " cup of silver 
and gold," filled it to the brim, and 
drained it, to the confusion of Cardi- 
nal Granvelle, stigmatising that de- 
parted minister, as he finished, by an 



whom he knew to be so false and deceitful 
a man that it might be well to have it within 
their power at some future day to reproach 
him therewith. — Ibid. It will be seeu in the 
sequel that Noircarmes more than justified 
the opinion of Mansfeld, but that the sub- 
sequent career of Manstcld himself did not 
entitle him to repi'oach any of Philip's noble 
hangmen. 
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epitttet of more vigour than decency. 
He then culled upon all the compttTiy 
tCft pladlgc hini to the mjn& toast, and 
denounced m ccrdinaliste nU those who 
ahould refuse. 

The Archlc^hop, not ba'dng digested 
the Riffronts which had been put upon 
him already, imprudently ventured 
himself ouee more into ttie confumon, 
and tried to appeal to the reason of 
tlie company. He might im well have 
addrestsed die crew of Comua. He 
gained nothing but additional miult. 
Brederode advanced upon him mth 
threatening geatures. I^gmont im- 
|>lored the prelate ti^ retirOj, or at least 
not to take notice of a nobleman so 
obviously beyond the control of his 
reason. The Bishop, however, insisted 
— mingling reproof, mena^cej and some- 
what imperioiia demiuida that the in- 
decent iSfltiimalia should ceaae. It 
would have been wiser for him to rs- 
tire. Count Hoogstraaten, a young 
maJtj and amall of stature^i seizeid the 
gilt laver, in which the company had 
dipped their fingers before seating 
thenu9elvea at t^^ble; '' Be quietj be 
quietj Httle man," said Egmont, sooth- 
ingly, doing his best to restrain the 
tumult, " Little man, indeed/' re- 
sponded the Count, wrathfully ; " I 
would have you to know that never 
did little man ppring from my race.'* 
"With those worde he hurled the basin, 
■water and all, at the head of the Arch- 
biahop. HoogBtraaten had no doubt 
manifested hie bravery before that 
day; be was to display, on future oc- 
caeions, a vei^ reini^n-kable degree of 
heriiiani i but it mi^at be oonf eeaed that 
the chivalry of the noble house of Let- 
king was not illuafcrjited by this attaek 
uponaprieet The Biahopwafi sprinkled 
by the waUr, but not utruck by the 
TeiaeL Young Manflfeld, ashamed of 
the outrage, stepped forward to apolo- 
giae for the conduct of his oompanioni!, 
and to soothe the insulted prelate. 
That perarjnage, however, exasperated, 
Tery naturally, to the highest jwint, 
pu^ed him rudely away, crying, " Be- 
gone, begone I who is this boy that ia 
preaching to me ! " Whereupon Mana- 
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feld, much irritated, lifted his hand 
triwarde the ecclealastie, and snapped 
hifl fingers contemptuously in his face* 
Some even said that he pulled the 
archiepiacopil nose, others that he 
threatened Ids life with a drawn dag- 
ger* Ki^thing could well have been 
more indecent ur mere cowardly than 
the conduct of these nobles upon this 
occasion . Their intoxication , together 
with the character of the victim, ex* 
plained, but certainly could not pal- 
liate.^ th6 vnlg'iU'lty of tlic exhibition. 
It waa natural eni:iugh thai men likA 
Brederode i*bould find aporfc in this re- 
markable btidgering of a biahop, 
we see with regret the part played 1 
Hoogstraaten in the disgraceful g£«nd 

The prelate, at last, ©3ccl aiming 1' 
it appeared that he bad been invito 
only to be insulted, left the a[>firtment, ' 
accompanied by Hoiroannea and the 
Viscount of Ghent, and threatening 
that all hie friends and relations should 
be charged with his YengeanceL, The_ 
next day a reconciliation was efiPe^ 
m well aa such an arrangemrait ' 
possible, by the efforts oi Egmo 
who dined alone with the prelate, 
the evening, Hoogstraaten, Culembu 
and Brederode, colled upon the Bia^ 
with whom they were oloaeted for i 
hour, and the pAfty aeparated en nomi- 
nal terma of frieodahip.^ 

This BCandaloua scene, whicli had 
been enacted not only before mouj 
gueata, but in presence of a ' 
servants, made necessarily a [_ 
satjon throughout the country* 
could hardly be much difference* 
opinion among respectable people i 
to the conduct of the noblemen 
had thus disgraced thjems^lres* Evoj 
Brcdcrt^de mmself, who retained, 
woa natural, but a confused imp 
aion of the transaction, aeemed in 
days which succeeded the ban(|net, to 
be in doubt whether be and hia frietuk 
bad merited any great amaunt 
applause. He was, however, eomewh 
aelf - contradictory, although alwa^ 
vehemt;nt in his as^rtioua on the i 
ject. At one time he moiotaine 
after dinner, of course — that he wo 




1 P^ntuA Fayen MB. PiLplen d'Etat, ^iii. fiSlH^i ix. 16, IT. Taadar B4«r, S79-i8S.] 
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Imre kiUed tbe Ai^ciibiahop if they had 
>t beeti forciblj separated 



at other 
L*m^iito h& deoQunced aa liaris all 
ijEia whet dioviM iDsmuate that h» 
OPtnmittod or contemplated any 
r^ thtfct prelate; offering freely 
'l&^t mj tnAn who dkputed either 
I his two poaiiiona.^ 
The wbcrle scene wa^ dnunatiedt^ 
laad rieprtjs«ited ia raa^uerade at a 
^wedding festival giveD l>y Cuuncillor 
d'Assonle villa, un the inarrioge of 
Couucillor Hopper's daught«3r, one of 
th6 principal parts beifig" €:iiaoted by a 
son of the Pr^ideut-judge *>f Artoia.* 
It may he supposed that if auoh emi- 
nent perfionagea, In chise comiesioii 
with iJie government took part in such 
proee^dingBj the riot uauat hfive heeo 
cfwiflidered of a very pardonable miture. 
The truth was, that the Bishop wa» a 
cardinaiiat, and therefore en^ely out 
Lctf mvotir with the adminbtratlon^ He 
also a man of tveiu-'heioiia, eon- 
i^ninary character^ and deteated by the 
ijjeople. He had done hia best to de- 
rrtroy heresy in Vdenciennea by fire 
and sword, " I will eay one thing/' 
said he in a letter to QranveUe, wMdi 
had been intercepted, ** aince tbe pot 
it traeovered, and the- whole cookery 
known j we had best push foi^^ard and 
make an end of all the principal here- 
tics, whether rich or poor^ without rt- 
garding whcihtr the eU^ will he cndivl^ 
mmed by en eh a ct>ur»e. Suoh an 
Q|niuoQ I should declare openly were 
it not that we of the eccleeiaatiGal pro- 
fegfilon are accrtsed of always crying 
out for blood*"* Such wag the pre- 
late** theory. Hie practice may he 
Inferred from a specimen of his pro- 
ceedings which occurred at a little 
kter day. A citizen of Cam bray, hav- 
ing been converted to the Lutheran 
Confeseioej went to the Archbiiihop, 
and requested permieaioD to move out 
of the comitry, taking hia property Ti\ ith 
MoL The petitioner having made his 
appeamioe in the foreDOon, was re- 



1 PaploTs d'Etai i3C. 16, 17- 

' Ibid.. 17;— PieTTB Ar^t» PrieBide»t of 
Art/iH^ wTftH fift^rwurrk a mombtr of that 
[ iD^mouB triliiiiirU catlcd the CmmtjU of 
[ Trouyes, Erndpopularlj' "of BloofL" 

* Grwn V. Fniiat.p ArchiTeSi ^ta., U ISO, 



queated to call again alter dinnerj. to 
receive hh answer. The burgher did 
*>T and was remved, not by the pre- 
late, but by the eiecutionerj who im- 
mediately carried the Lutheran to the 
niarket-pbLCfij and cut off his head.* It 
is suMciently evident that a miuister 
of Cfariet^ with such propeneitiefl^ couM 
not excite any great eympathy^ how- 
ever deeply affranted he might have 
been at a drinking party^ so long oa 
any ChnBtians remained in the land. 

Egniont departed from Cambray 
upon the 30th January, his frieuda 
taking a most affectionate farewell of 
hiui, and Brederode aaaiiring him, with 
a thousand oaths,, that he would for- 
sake God for his Bcni-ice.' His recep- 
tion at Madrid was moat brHliaut. 
When he made his hrsfc appearantje at 
the palace ) Philip rushod from his 
cabinet into the grand hall of rooep- 
tion, and fell upon lii« neck, embrao 
ing him hsirtily, before the Count had 
time to drop upon his knee and kiss 
the royal band.^ During the whole 
period of hia visit he dined frequently 
at the King'B private table^ an honour 
ni.re]y accorded by Pbilijij and was 
feasted and flattered by ail the great 
dignitaries of the court aa never a sub- 
JDct of tho Spanish crown had been 
before. All vied with each other in 
heaping honours upon the man whom 
the Kmg waa determined to honour/ 
Philip took him out to drive daily in 
hifl own coaeh^ sent him to sec the 
wonders of the new Escoriivl, which ho 
was building to commemorate the 
battle of St Quentin, and, although it 
wm still winter, insisted nponuhewing 
hitn the beantjes of his retreat in the 
Segovian forest.'^ Granvelle*s counsels 
ae to the method by which the ** friend 
of smoke " waa io easily to l« gained, 
had not fallen unheeded in hi* royal 
pupil's ears. The Count wm lodged 
in the house of Buy GomeK, who soon 
felt himself able, acoording to previ- 
oua aflfturances to that offeet, oontaimed 

* Ibid., ii. 45S, 4M —Letter Irooi Williani 
of Oran^ to IdUidgraTo William of Hi»!ae, 
s PkpSfiffl d*EUi.t. ix. Jfl, IT. 
» Fontus Payou Ha, 
^ Ibid. 
^ CDrt«jrpo£&d&iice d€ FhUippe tl., L 340« 
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id a prfnte letter of Armenteros, to 
)>ersuade tht envoj to any course 
which Philip might command.^ Flat- 
tery without stint was administered. 
3dore solid alignments to convince the 
Count that Philip was the most gene- 
rous and element of princes were also 
employed with great effect The royal 
dues upon the estate of Gaasbecque, 
lately purchased by Egmont, were re- 
mitted.* A mortgage upon his Seig- 
neurie of Xinove ^ was discharged, and 
a considerable sum of money presented 
to him in addition. Altog^er, the 
gifts which the ambassador received 
from the royal bounty amounted to 
one hundred thousand crowns."* 

Thus feasted, flattered, and laden 
with presents, it must be admitted 
that the Count more than justified the 
opinions expressed in the letter of 
Armenteros, that he was a man easily 
governed by those who had credit 
with him. Egmont hardly broached 
the public matters which had brought 
him to Madrid. Upon the subject of 
the edicts, Philip certainly did not 
dissemble, however loudly the envoy 
may have afterwards complained at 
Brussels. In truth, Egmont, intoxi- 
cated by the incense offered to him at 
the Spanish coiuii, was a different man 
from Egmont in the Netherlands, sub- 
ject to the calm but piercing glance 
and the irresistible control of Orange. 
Philip gave him no reason to suppose 
that he intended any change in the 
religious system of the provinces, at 
least in any sense contemplated by the 
liberal party. On the contrary, a 
council of doctors and ecclesiastics 
was summoned,^ at whose delibera- 
tions the Count was invited to assist; 
on which occasion the King excited 
general admiration by the fervour of 
his piety and the vehemence of his 
ejaculations. Falling upon his knees 
before a crucifix, in the midst of the 
assembly, he prayed that God would 
keep him perpetually in the same 
mind, and protested that he would 

1 Corrospondance do Philippe II., 1. 343, 
844. 

3 Pontus Payen MS. 

« CurruBpoudance de Philippe II., L 847, 
84& 



Did^h EepuMie. [1565. 

' never call himself master of those who 
denied the Lord Grod.* Snch an exhi- 
bition could leave bat litUe doubt in 
the minds of those who witnessed it 
as to the royal sentiments, nor did 
Egmont make any effort to obtain any 
relaxation of those religious edicts 
which he had himself dedared worthy 
of approbation, and fit to be main- 
tained.'' As to the question of enlarg- 
ing the state-council, Philip dismissed 
the subject with a few vague observa- 
tions, which Egmont, not veiy zealous 
on the subject at the moment, per- 
: haps misunderstood. The punishment 
j of heretics by some new method, so 
: as to secure the pains but to take 
' away the glories of martyrdom, was 
! also slightly discussed; and here again 
i Egmont was so unfortunate as to mis- 
I conceive the royal meaning, and to 
I interpret an additional refinement of 
I cruelty into an expressicm of clemency. 
I On the whole, however, there was not 
much n^otiation between the monarch 
and the ambassador. When the Count 
spoke of business, the King would 
speak to him of his daughters, and of 
his desire to see them provided with 
brilliant marriages.^ As Egmont had 
eight girls, besides two sons, it was 
natural that he should be pleased to 
find Philip taking so much interest in 
looking out husbands for them. The 
King spoke t» him, as hardly could be 
avoided, of the famous fool's-cap livery. 
The Coimt laughed the matter off as 
a jest, protesting that it was a mere 
foolish freak, originating at the wine 
table, and asseverating, with warmth, 
that nothing disrespectful or disloyal 
to his Majesty had been contemplated 
upon that or upon any other occasion. 
Had a single gentleman uttered an im- 
dutiful word against the King, EJgmont 
vowed he would have stabbed him 
through and through upon the spot, 
had he been his own brother.' These 
warm protestations were answered by 
a gentle reprimand as to tl^ past by 
Philip, and with a firm caution as to 



* Papiers d'Etat, ix. 885. 
» Strad:», iv. 162. 
» Papiers d'Etat, ix. 217, 
8 Bcutivoflrlio, ii. 24. 
» atrada, Iv. 163. 
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the future. '' Let it be discontinued 
entirely. Count," said the King, as the 
two were driving together in the royal 
carnage.^ Egmont expressed himself 
in huidsome terms concerning the 
Cardinal,' in return for the wholesale 
approbation quoted to him in regard 
to his own character, from the private 
letters of that sagacious personage to 
his Majesty. Certainly, after all this, 
the Count might suppose the affair of 
the livery forgiven. 

Thus amicably passed the hours of 
that mission, the preliminaries for 
which had csdled forth so much elo- 
quence from the Prince of Orange and 
80 nearly carried off with apoplexy 
the Prudent Viglius. On his de- 
parture Egmont received a letter of 
iostnictions from Philip as to the 
report which he was to make upon 
luB arrival in Brussels, to the Duchess. 
After many things personally flatter- 
ing to himself, the envoy was directed 
to represent the King as overwhelmed 
with incredible grief at hearing the 
progress made by the heretics, but as. 
immutably determined to permit no 
change of religion within his domi- 
nions, even were he to die a thousand 
deaths in consequence. The King, he 
was to state, requested the Duchess 
forthwith to assemble an extraor- 
dinary session of the council, at which 
certain bishops, theological doctors, 
and very orthodox lawyers, were to 
assist, in which, under pretence of 
discussing the Council of Trent matter, 
it was to be considered whether there 
could not be some " new way devised 
for executing heretics ; not indeed one 
hy iddck a/ny deduction should be inade 
from their sufferings (which certainly 
was not the royal wish, nor likely to 
be grateful to God or salutary to reli- 
gion), but by which all hopes of glory 
— that powerful incentive to their im- 
piety — ^might be "precluded." ^ With 
regard to any suggested alterations in 
ihe council of state, or in the other 
two councils, the King was to be 
represented as imwilling to form any 

1. "Conde, no ee haga mas."— Papiers 
d*Etat, ix. 277. 
« Ff^piers d'Etat, ix. 565. 
> Strada, iv. 153, sqq. Correspondiuice de 
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decision until he should hear, at 
length, from the Duchess Regent upon 
the subject. 

Certainly here was a sufl&cient amount 
of plain speaking upon one great sub- 
ject, and very little encouragement , 
with regard to the other. Yet Egmont, 
who immediately after receiving these 
instructions set forth upon his return 
to the Netherlands, manifested no- 
thing but satisfaction. Philip pre- 
sented to him, as his travelling com- 
panion, the young Prince Alexander 
of Parma, then about to make a visit 
to his mother in ^rissels, and recom- 
mended the youth, afterwards destined 
to play so prominent a part in Flemish 
history, to his peculiar care.* Egmoot 
addressed a letter to the King from 
Valladolid, in which he indulged in 
ecstasies concerning the Escorial and 
the wood of Segovia, and declared 
that he was returning to the Nether- 
lands " the most contented man in the 
world."** 

He reached Brussels at the end of 
April. Upon the 5th of May he ap- 
peared before the council, and pro- 
ceeded to give an account of his 
interview with the Kiug, together 
with a statement of the royal inten- 
tions and opinions. These were al- 
ready sufficiently well known. Letters,, 
written after the envoy's departure, 
had arrived before him, in which, 
while in the main presenting the 
same views as those contained in the 
instructions to Egmont, Philip had 
expressed his decided prohibition of 
the project to enlai-ge the state-council 
and to suppress the authority of the 
other two.* Nevertheless, the Count 
made his report according to the briief 
received at Madrid, and assured his 
hearers that the King was all be- 
nignity, having nothing so much at 
heart as the temporal and eternal 
welfare of the provinces. The siege 
of Malta, he stated, would prevent 
the royal visit to the Netherlands for 
the moment, but it was deferred only 
for a brief period. To remedy the 



Plulipi)e II., i. 347. Hopper, Rec. et Mem., 
40. 4 Strada, iv. 155. 

« Correspondanco de Philippe II., i. 349. 

• Stradii, iv. 154. 
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tiiii tf.hnti, h^'.*'lu\*\'-A Ihh iit;if:.-4 of 
Aifiiirt. ill Lliij r:it,y of Arrw, anrl r].- 

|j.«;|i:*l iJiij \nttWn Mint Vt tUnt \f(n\j 
\i/ Ltii: Klii^. if II fii;iil<; Ik MfH:t:ch on 
lIiIis or:<..ioiifii,' ilifoiiiiiiif; tliij t:nt\U:» 
tii'iL U\n .M.-»ji»ily li;ul ^iviJiionlcrif that 
tli'3 isilir.u ut Uii5 Kiiiii«}ror were to he 
l-.iit"li:i-.<l to thii li:tt':i-; iuldiiig thut liu 
liifi told tliii KiiiLf, freely. Lift own 
i'|iiiii<iii u|io]i thii hiil>Ji:et, in onler to 
<ti.i.iiiii<l>} liiiii front that which othera 
v.<'i't wiiiiiilv uri;iii((. He ilettcriKnl 
I'ltiliji u#i tho niufit lilicral ami de- 
Ifii'iii of |it'inc(M; hiit council in 
h J •.till lui ci Hid and nan quinary. Time 
\\.i,i to nhitw whether the epithets 
thurt a]i|ili(Ml to the iMlviriei-rt were not 
iiiiiiti .i|'l>liiMdd(} to the ntonarx'h tluui 
thu MiUf/'u^ thurf lavi.ihed liy the blind 
aiitl iniMJiMtiiiud viitini. It will uLrif> 
1.11 iiiticoiv'iMl that tliiM tan>{uagc, iu»ed 
t'ttoio thit i-.it<iturt of Aitoid, variiMl 
iii.iUiiially IVoin \\\a oltHuvvation to 
lliii i)«»v\«if(tti- DuclteiM of Aeirtchot, 
dniiiiiiiiciii^ iM eneiiiivii the men who 
itt-i-ii.iiul hiiii of h.iving retiuenteil a 
iitiiilnmtion of the oilicttf. In truth, 
Lhi.i iiHMt viuullatin^, eoufuHod, and 
iiiiloiiiiiiibt«} of nion Hcarcely euuipro- 

' ili»|>iM*i. UiM. ut Mwui., 44-47. Uuofd, 
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",_.i^r-e. v.rr:.*?*. »ii i>wi of a£bin» 
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^T.-^ li» IiTr \zji ii* fcmsse to the 
v.ixr.j.L-li^T-': :f "i* Kinz's com- 
rL.s.^-L». in*! -ir^liTs^i id= -.lacompro- 
i:,--i:iz Li^ilirr ^> *^ ^^i^o should 
T-sTi- IT* t-j ■:-:-•>« tikai loyal deter- 

It WW ^'it a TeiT short time, how- 
«:vt:z. 'rjfzi;?-: a total change was dis- 
tinctly j^rceptiblc in his demeanour. 
Th-f-^ haicvon days were soon fled. 
The arrival of fresh letters from Spain 
cave une«iuiv..,cal evidence of the royal 
deDirmination, if, indeed, safy doubt 
Col lid Ije rationally entertained before. 
The inffiii stringent instructions to 
keep the whole machinery of i)er8ecu- 
tion Constantly at work were trans- 
mit te<l to the Duchess, and aroused 
the indignation of Orange and his 
foll»)wer». They avowed that they 
Could no longer trust the royal word, 
Hince, tit> fvtim after Egrnont's depar- 
ture, the King had written desjiatches 
HO much at v<iriance ^-ith his language, 
iis reported by the envoy. There was 
nothing, they stiid, clement and de- 
bonair in these injrmctions upon 
gentlemen of their position and senti- 
nienta to devote their time to the 
encouragement of hangmen and in- 
qui2}itorsw The Duchess was unable 
to (Kicify the nobles. Egmont was 
beside himself with rage. With his 
usual recklessness and wrath he ex- 
pressetl himself at more than one 
deiwion of the state-council in most 
I uumeadi^ured terms. His anger had 
I been more inflamed by information 
I which he had received from the second 
I son of Berlaymont, a young and indis- 
' creet lad, who had most unfortunately 

> Papium il'Etat. ix. 310. 
» Puutmt Fo^-ou MS. 
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eommunioated many secrets wliich he 
liad learned irom his fiither, but whioh 
were never intended for £gmont*s 

Philip's habitasl dissimulation hnd 
thus produced much unnecesBary per- 
plexity. It was his custom to carry 
on correspondence through the aid of 
Taiious secretaries, and it was his 
inTsriable practice to deceive them 
■D. Those who were upon the most 
eonfidential terms with the monarch, 
were most sure to be d^iped upon all 
important occasions. It has been seen 
that even the astute Granvelle could 
not escape this conmion lot of all who 
bdieved their breasts the depositories 
of the royal secrets. Upon this occa- 
■km Gonzalo Perez and Buy Qomez 
complained bitterly that they had 
known nothing of the letters which 
bad recently been desiMitched from 
Talladolid, while Tisnacq and Courter- 
TSQe had been ignorant of the commu- 
nications forwuded by the hands of 
EgmonC They avowed that the 
Emg created infinite trouble by thus 
treating his aflfairs in one way with 
one set of councillors and in an 
q^yposite sense with the others, thus 
dinembling with all, and added that 
Philip was now much astomshed 
at uie dissatisfaction created in 
the provinces by the discrepancy be- 
tween the Frendi letters brought by 
llgmont and the Spanish letters since 
despatched to the Duchess. As this 
was his regular manner of transacting 
business, not only for the Nether- 
lands, but for all his dominions, they 
were of opinion that such confusion 
and dissatisfaction might well be ex- 
pected.' 

After all, however, notwithstanding 
the indignation of Egmont, it must be 
confessed that he hod been on easy 

I Conesposulaoce de Philippe II., i. 855, 

i'nnd., 858. 

s Fapiers d'Etat, ix. 846.— "H y a 08t6 
parole picante du Frinoe d'Orange contre le 
Comte d'Egmont comme s'il n'aumit rien 
obli6 de son partlculier ; mais bien de ce qui 
ooncemoit des aeigneon^ dont d'Egmont at 
mtk aggravii et ne fust Jeudi en court ny en 
k prooeeaion.'* — ^Letter of Morillon to Gran- 
▼«dle. of date 22d June 1565. 

" Le Frinoe d*Orauge ne se pouvolt ab- 
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dupe. He had been cLizzlud by r«)yjil 
smiles, intoxicated by court incense, 
contaminated by yot fxwer bribes. He 
had been tiunetl from the ^uith of 
honour and the com^Mnionsliip of the 
wise and noble to do the work of 
those who were to compass his de- 
struction. The Prince of Orange re- 
proached him to his face with having 
foi^gotten, when in Spain, to represent 
the views of his associates and the 
best interests of the country, wliile he 
had well remembered his own private ' 
objects, and accepted the lavish bounty 
of the King.' Egmont, stung to the 
heart by the reproof, from one whom 
he honoured and who wished hiui 
well, became satl and sombre for a 
long time, abstained from the court 
and from society, and expressed fre- 
quently the intention of retiring to his 
estates.* He was, however, much go- 
verned by his secretary, the Seigneur 
de Bokkerzeel,* a man of restless, 
intriguing, and deceitful cliaracfcer, 
who at this period exercised as great 
influence over the Count as Armen- 
teroe continued to maintain over the 
Duchess, whose unpopularity from 
that and other circumstances was doily 
increasing.® 

In obedience to the commands of 
the King, the canons of Trent had been 
published. They were nominally en- 
forced at Cambray, but a fierce oppo- 
sition was made by the clergy them- 
selves to the innovation in 5lechlin, 
Utrecht, and many other places. This 
matter, together with other more >d- 
tally imjwrtant questions, came before 
the assembly of bishops and doctors, 
which, according to Philip's instruc- 
tions, had been convoked by the 
Duchess. The opinion of the learned 
theologians was, on the whole, that 
the views of the Trent Council, with 

Btenir d'user des mots picquants contro 

le Comte d'Egmont qu'il n'avoit fait aultre 
chose en Espagiie que remi)lir ea boui*8o, ot 
que los 50,000 pistolets qi;e luy avoit donud 
le Roy luy avoyont fuict uublier lea causso4 
de sou vo3:age et chaiges de sa legation."^ 
Pontus Payen MS. Compare Bentivoglio, 
ii. 24, 25. * Papiers d'Etat, ix. 386. 

• Papiers d'Etat, ix. 459. Letter of Bave 
to Granvelle. Corrospondance de Philipx)e 
II., i. 865, 866. Annenteros to G. Perez. 

• Groen v. Fxinst., Archives, L 425. 
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tv^tir\l ti> refbrmation of ecclesiastical 
tuomliK uiul iK)i)ular education, was 
M'uiul. Thvrti waH some discordancy 
U'tw^HUt tho oh^rioal and lay doctors 
\HHm \A\wv iHHiiiH. The seigniors, law- 
vvi*<. aimI ilo|>utioH from the estates, 
\^^^\ »i// m favour of repealing the 
IHHutttf of iieath for heretical offences 
wi M\y V\\u\. TrcMident Viglius, with 
hU thl» l»lMh<>|»H and doctors of divinity, 
ii)\«t(t(lliiK the prelates of St Omer, 
Namur, and Ypren, and four theologi- 
Ks\\ pi'oftiHHorM from Louvain, stoutly 
tuiiinUtincd the contrary opinion} The 
|'ioHl«l«iit 0Hi)ecially, declared himself 
Vi»l»oiimiitly in favour of the death 
piihlrihiiioiit, and expressed much anger 
jvgulimt thoMe who were in favour of 
iU liliulition.^ The Duchess, upon the 
btiitoiid (lay of the assembly, propound- 
ihI ftiniially the (juestion, whether any 
ithiiiige was to be made in the chas- 
tidiimeiit of heretics. The Prince of 
Orange, with Counts Horn and Eg- 
luont, had, however, declined to take 
pait in the discuKsions, on the ground 
i hat it was not his Majesty's intention 
that state councillors should deliver 
Mtuir «t])inions before strangers, but 
tliat persons from outside had been 
HUiiiuiiiued to communicate their ad- 
viiHi to the council.* The seigniors 
having thus washed their hands of the 
matter, the doctors came to a conclu- 
sion with groat alacrity. It was their 
uiuuiiuious opinion that it comported 
iieitlmr with the sei-vice of God nor 
the lutmmon weal to make any change 
in the punishment, except, perhaps, 
in the ujwe of extreme youth; but 
tlmt, on the contrary, heretics were 
only to be dealt with by retaining the 
e» lints in their rigoiur, and by coura- 
gemidly I'-hojitising the criminals.* After 
bitting for the greater part of six days, 
the bishops and doctors of divinity re- 
k\\ww\ their sentiments to ^vriting, and 
ulUxi'd their signutui-es to the docu- 
ment. Upon tlio groat jK)int of the 
ihango HuggoHteil in the i>enalties of 
III MiHy, it was deolartnl tliat no altera- 
linn \MtH iidviwdtlo in the eiUcts, which 
liMil lii>nn w»»rking ho well for thirty- 

< J'ii|ilMHiri>!liit. U. 40vS. 
' lltiil "V lOMituiuUo wu mucho auimo 
• iiltM nil lid ii|ili)(\tu." 



five years.' At the same time, it was 
suggested that "some personSy in re- 
spect to their age and quality, might 
be executed or punished more or less 
rigorously than others; some by death, 
some by galley slavery, some by per- 
petual banishment and entire confis- 
cation of property." The possibility 
was also admitted of mitigating the 
punishment of those who, without being 
heretics or sectaries, might bring them- 
selves within the provisions of the 
edicts, "through curiosity, noncha- 
lence, or otherwise." Such offenders, 
it was hinted, might be " whipped with 
rods, fined, banished, or subjected to 
similar penalties of a lighter nature." • 
It will be perceived by this slight 
sketch of the advice thus offered to 
the Duchess, that these theologians 
were disposed very carefully to strain 
the mercy which they imagined pos- 
sible in some cases, but which was to 
drop only upon the heads of the just. 
Heretics were still to be dealt with, so 
far as the bishops and presidents could 
affect their doom, with immitigated 
rigour. 

When the assembly was over, the 
Duchess, thus put in possession of the 
recorded wisdom of these i^cial coun- 
cillors, asked her constitutional ad- 
visers what she was to do with it. 
Orange, Egmont, Horn, Mansfeld, re- 
plied, however, that it was not iheir 
affair, and that their opinion had not 
been demanded by his Majesty in the 
premises.' The Duchess accordingly 
transmitted to Philip the conclusions 
of the assembly, together with the 
reasons of the seigniors for refusing to 
take part in its deliberations. The 
sentiments of Orange could hardly be 
doubtful, however, nor his silence fail 
to give offence to the higher powers. 
He contented himself for the time 
with keeping his eyes and ears open 
to the course of events, but he watched 
well. He had " little leisure for amus- 
ing himself," as Brederode suggested. 
That free-spoken individual looked 
upon the proceedings of the theologi- 
cal assembly with profound disgust 



• Hopper, Rec. et Mom., 47. 

« lbi«l., 4S. • Ibid., 48, 40. • Ibid. 

T Ibid., 48. 49. 
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" Your letter," he wrote to Count I 
Louis, " is full of those blackguards of | 
bishops and presidents. I would the 
race were extinct, liJi^ that of green 
dogs. They wiU always combat with 
the arms which they have ever used, 
remaining to the end avaricious, brutal, 
obstinate, ambitious, et cetera. I leave 
you to supply the rest."^ 

Thus, then, it was settled beyond 
peradventure that there was to be no 
compromise with heresy. The King 
had willed it. The theologians had 
advised it. The Duchess had pro- 
claimed it. It was supposed that with- 
out the axe, the fire, and the raek, the 
Catholic religion would be extinguish- 
ed, and that the. whole population of 
the Netherlands would embrace the 
Reformed Faith. This was the dis- 
tinct declaration of Viglius, in a pri- 
vate letter to Granvelle. " Many seek 
to abolish the chastisement of heresy," 
said he; "if they gain this point, ao- 
turn ett de rdigione Catkolicd; for, as 
most of the people are ignorant fools, 
the heretics will soon be the great 
majority, if by fear of punishment 
they are not kept in the true path."^ 

The uneasiness, the terror, the wrath 
of the people, seen^ed rapidly culmi- 
nating to a crisis. Nothing Was talked 
of but the edicts and the Inquisition. 
Nothing else entered into the minds 
of men. In the streets, in the shops, 
in the taverns, in the fields ; at market, 
at dliurch, at funerals, at weddings; in 
the noble's castle, at the farmer's fire- 
side, in the mechanic's garret, upon 
the merchant's exchange, there was 
but one perpetual subject of shudder- 
ing conversation. It was better, men 
b^an to whisper to each other, to 
die at once thim to live in perpetual 
daveiy. It was better to fall with 
anna in hand than to be tortured and 
butchered by the Inquisition. Who 
could expect to contend with such a 
foe in the dark ? 

They reproached the municipal au- 
thoritiea with lending themselves as 
instmments to the institution. , They 
asked magistrates and sheriffs how far 
they would go in their defence before 
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God's tribunal for the slaughter of his 
creatures, if they could only answer 
the divine arraignment by appealing 
to the edict of 1550.* On the other 
hand, the inquisitors were clamorous 
in abuse of the languor and the coward- 
ice of the secular authorities. They 
wearied the ear of the Duchess with 
complaints of the difficulties which 
they encoimtered in the execution of 
their functions — of the slight alacrity 
on the part of the various officials to 
assist them in the discharge of their 
duties. Notwithstanding the express 
command of his Majesty to that effect, 
they experience, they said, a constant 
deficiency of that cheerful co-opera- 
tion which they had the right to claim, 
and there was perpetual discord in con- 
sequence. They had been empowered 
by papal and by royal decree to make 
use of the gaols, the constables, the 
whole penal machinery of each pro- 
vince; yet the officers often refused 
to act, and had even dared to close the 
prisons. Nevertheless, it had been in- 
tended, as fully appeared by the im- 
perial and royal instructions to the 
inquisitors, that their action through 
the medium of the proviucial autho- 
rities should be imrestrained. Not 
satisfied with these representations to 
the Regent, the inquisitors had also 
made a direct appeal to the King. 
Judocus Tiletanus and Michael de Bay 
addressed to Philip a letter from Lou- 
vain. They represented to him that 
they were the only two left of the five 
inquisitors-general appointed by the 
Pope for all the Netherlands, the other 
three having been recently converted into 
hi%kop8. Daily complaints, they said, 
were reaching them of the prodigious 
advance of heresy ; but their own office 
was becoming so odious, so calumni- 
ated, and exposed to so much resist- 
ance, that they could not perform its 
duties without personal danger. They 
urgently demanded from his Majesty, 
therefore, additional support and assist- 
ance,* Thus the Duchess, exposed at 
once to the rising wrath of a whole 
people, and to the shrill blasts of in- 
quisitorial anger, was tossed to and 



» Hoofd, ii. 65. 

* Correspondance de Philippe II., i. 853. 
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frot &s upon a eiormj ae^ The com- 
tuands. of tbe King, too explitjiit to be 
tampured witbj were obeyetl. The 
tbefilogical oHsembly h^A met and given 
advice. The Council of Trerat was 
here and there eiifi>rcod* The edicts 
were TepubliBhed and the iDquisitors 
encouraged. Moreover, in accordance 
with Philip's Jiuggcsticn, order* were 
now givon that the heretics ahould be 
executed at midnij^t in their dun- 
geongp by binding their heada betwoon 
their kneeji, and then slowly anfiTocating 
them in tubs of water.* Secret di'own - 
ing was Bubstitiited for public burning, 
in order that the heretic s crown of 
Talii-glory, which waa thought to con- 
sole him in hi« ogociyi might never be 
placijd upon hla heM. 

In tbe CE>ui:«© of the summer^ Mar- 
garet wrote to her brother that the 
popular frenzy waa becoming more 
SkUfl more intenseH Tbe people were 
crying aloiid> she aaid, that the Span- 
ish Inquisition^ or a worse than Spstni^h 
Inquiflitlanj had been established among 
them by means 6i biBhopa and eccle- 
aiftstics.^ She urged Philip to cause 
the inatmctions for the inquidtom to 
be revised, Egraont^ she said, waa 
vehement in expreftaing his diesati^ac- 
tion at the dlscrepuikncy between 
Pliiljp*s language to him by word of 
mouthj imd that of the royal deapatches 
on tbe religious question. The other 
fieigniora were even more indignant, 

Whila the popular commotion in the 
Netherlands waa thus fearfully in- 
creasing, another uircimi»taQce came 
trt add to the prevailing diBContant. 
The celebrated interview betv^een 
Catharine de Medici and her daughter, 
the Queen of Spain, occurred in the 
middle of the tnanth of June^ at Bay- 
onne. The dat^est enE|ticiona as to 
the ree\ilt» to hunmnity of the plata 
to be engendered in this famous con- 
forenee between the representatives of 
FjiKQce and Spain were univeraally 
entertained. These suspicions wore 
most reaaonable. but they wei-e never- 

i ie Tbmi, v. xl. 2013 ; 

.-^., ...._„_ da PhiUppe II., LSeO- 
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theless mistaken. The plan for a i 
certed action to exterminate tbe here-^ 
tics in both kingdoms had, aa it was 
perfectly well Anown, been formed 
long before thia epoch. It waa alao 
no secret that the Queen Regent of 
FranCie bad been desirous of meeting 
her Bon-in-Iaw in order to confer with 
him upon important matterB, face to 
face* Philip, however, had latterly 
been disinclined for tbe personal 
terview with Catharine ^ Am Mb i 
was most amdoiu to meet her mothei 
it was neverthelc^ finaUy arrcuiged 
that Queen Isabella should make the 
joiu-ney; but he excu.aed himttelf^ on 
account of the multiplicity of hi^ 
atfaira. from aeoompauying her in the 
expeditbn. The Duke of Alva wa^ 
accordingly, ap|>c>inted to attend tha 
Qaeen to Baytmne* Bt>th were i ~ 
)y instructed by Philip to leaTS na 
thing undone in the approaching 
terview toward obtaining the heartjf I 
eo^opemtion of Catbarine de Medic^ 
in a general and formally - an 
Bcheme for the simultaneoua escten _ 
nation of all heretics in the French 
and Spanisb dominions. 

Alva s conduct in thi^ diplomatiq 
GommisaLon was stealthy in the t% 
treme, Hia let^rs* reveal a aul)tlet| 
of €ontriyanoe and delicacy of 
ling, such aa the world haa not ^ena 
rally reckoned among his character' 
tica. AH hia adroitness, as well aa V 
tact of Queen Isabella, by who 
ability Alva declared himself to hav 
been astounded^ praved, however^ ^ 
quite powerless before the «teady 
fencing of the wily Catharinev The 
Queen Regeut, whose skill the Dtike, 
even while defeated, acknowledged to 
his master^ continued flnti in her d« 
a|gn to maintain her own |K>wer ' 
holding the balance between Qu 
and Montmorency, between L« „ 
and Huguenot Bo long aa her «0#<1 
mios could he employed in esei^rmi^ 
nating each other, she wtbS wlUiXig to 
defer the esitorminaticn of the Hugu 



Id tbo Papia^ d'Btut, di 

ts. SSl*«3k>, and reveiU t)iu ^. ,. ., , ,.., w.* 

c«ruinf the lao^ous c^tifermiue ot iiayoiui*, 
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nota. The gr6ftt mEiaaacre <^i St Ear- 
tliolomew was ta sleep for seven yeans 
longer. AJva was, to be ^ure^ much 

Ieneoujfaged at firat bj the language of 
the French princes and noblea who 
weiie preBent tA Bayonne. M^^nluu 
piroieated that " they might euw the 
Quef n DoWi^ger in two before flho 
would become HiigTieoot/'^ Mont^ 
jpcn^ier eixelaimed that - * he would be 
cut in piecea for PMlip*a aerrice — that 
the Spanish mcmapDh waa the onJy 
hope for France/' And embracing Alva 
with fervourt he oAlrmed that if hia 
hody were to be opeQe^l at that mo- 
ment, tho natne of Philip would be 
found imprinted ii|ioq his heart."* 

iThe Doke, having no power to pro- 
ceed! to an autopsy^ physical or moral, 
of MontpeDsier's interiorj waa left 
fosuewhat in the diirk, notwithstatid- 
ing these ejpM^ulationB. His Hist oon- 
vtjregttioii with the youthful King, 
however^ aoen dkpelled bis hopes. 
Ht fovind iiiiniediately in his own 
Wordfi; that Ciuurloa tha Niuth had 
been doctored." ^ To take up arcjifij 
for religious reoaona, ogiiiinst hia own 
eubjectH, the monarch declared to be 
ruinous and improper. It was obvious 
to Alva that the royal pupil had leam* 
^_^ ed his lesson for that occasion. It was 
^H a pity ft^r huinanity that the wisdom 
^K^a bypocntitmUy taught him could 
^H^^Jmv^ flunk iQto hie hearts The 
HH^P» did his beet tcj brLng forward 
^^^ffifi plaUB and wishes of his royal 
master, but without success. The 
Queen Regent propoacd a league of 
the two KingHand the Emperor [gainst 
^^ the Turk, and wishod to arrange vari- 
^Kpau matrimoiuai alliances between the 
^^VQfiB and danghtem of the thr^e housegi. 
^^Al^*& expressed the opinion that the 
alliances wore already close enough^ 
I while^ on the contrary, a secret lesgue 
Iffgaingt the Protestants would make 
'I three families the safer. Catharine, 
however, was not to be turned from 
' poeitioiL She refused even to ad- 
Tmit thiit the Chancellor de V Hospital 
rasa Huguenot, to which the Duke 

^ *' 3e dexaria JiKacrrar qua hozsrsd ugo- 

f » *'Qii« pot V. ]Mk M daxoria busr p&* 
dazm --— y qu« &i lo abriasou el oonfon le 



replied that she was the only person 
in ber kingdom who held that optnlon. 
She esproBsed an intention of convok- 
ing an assembly of doctor?, ami Alva 
ridiculed in hifi letters to Philip the 
affectation of fiuch a proceeding. In 
short, «he made it sufficiently evident, 
th^t the hour for the imited action of 
the French and Spaniah eoYereignB 
against their aubjec^ hod not stnidk, 
BO tlmt the fomoufl Bay<)nne conference 
terminated without a result. It seem- 
ed not the les& certain, however, in 
the general opinion of mankind, that 
all the particidars of a regular plot 
ba/d been definitely arranged up>oD this 
occasion, for the extermination of tbe 
Proteetanta, and the error has been 
propagated by hiatoriana of great cele- 
brity of all parties^ down to our own 
days. The eecret letters of Alva, how- 
ever, leave nu doubt as to the fitcta. 

In the course of Novemt>er, fresh 
letters from Philip arrived in the 
Netherlands, confirming everything 
which be had previously written. Ha 
vvrcite perscsnally to the iuquiaitors- 
general, Tiletanns and De Bay, encour- 
aging them, commending them, pro- 
mising them his support, and lu'gidg 
them not tc» be deterred by any con- 
sideration from thoroughly fulfilling 
tlieir dutiea. He wrote Peter Titel- 
niann a letter in which he applauded 
the pains taken by tliat fnnetionaTy 
to remedy the ills whicJj religion was 
fiuiTering, assured him of Mb gratitude, 
exhorted him to continue in his virtu- 
oua couraen and avowed hia determina- 
tion to spare neither paina^ expiraiBe, 
nor even hia own life, te sustain the 
Catholic Faith. To the Duchess he 
wrote at great length, and in most 
unequivocal language. He denied that 
what he bad written from Valladolid 
wcia of dilierent meaning from the 
aeuse of tbe despatches by Egmont 
With regard to certain Anabaptist pri* 
aoners, concerning whose fate Margaret 
had requeated hia opimon, he com- 
manded their execution^ adding that 
such was his wiE in the case of all^ 

halUttian eacripto el nombre do V, M."— 
Ibid. 

> "CaniQ tis, desotibri lo qus le teukn 
predicaUo."— Ibid. 
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whatever their quality, who could be 
caught. That which the people said 
in the Netherlands touching the Inqui- 
sition, he pronounced extremely dis- 
tasteful to him. That institution, 
which had existed under his prede- 
cessors, he declared more necessary 
than ever; nor would he suffer it to 
be discredited. He desired his sister 
to put no faith in idle talk, as to the 
inconveniences likely to flow from the 
rigour of the Inquisition. Much greater 
inconveniences would be the result if 
the inquisitors did not proceed with 
their labours, and the Duchess was 
commanded to write to the secular 
judges, enjoining upon them to place 
no obstacles in the path, but to afford 
all the assistance which might be re- 
quired.^ 

To Egmont, the King wrote with 
his own hand, applauding much that 
was contained in the recent decisions 
of the assembly of bishops and doctors 
of divinity, and commanding the Count 
to assist in the execution of the royal 
determination. In affairs of religion, 
Philip expressed the opinion that dis- 
simulation and weakness were entirely 
out of place. ^ 

When these decisive letters came 
before the state-coimcil, the conster- 
nation was extreme. The Huchess 
had counted, in spite of her inmost 
convictions, upon less peremptory in- 
structions. The Prince of Orange, the 
Count of Egmont, and the Admiral, 
were loud in their denunciations of the 
royal policy. There was a violent and 
protracted debate. The excitement 
spread at once to the people. Inflam- 
matory hand -bills were circulated. 
Placards were posted every night upon 
the doors of Orange, Egmont, and 
Horn, calling upon them to come forth 
boldly as champions of the people 
and of liberty in religious matters.* 
Banquets were held daily at the houses 
of the nobility, in which the more 
ardent and youthful of their order, 
with brains excited by wine and anger, 
indulged in flaming invectives against 
the government, and interchanged 

I Correspondance de Philippe II., I 869- 

'a'lbid.,!. 375. 



vows to protect each other and the 
cause of the oppressed proyince& 
Meanwhile the privy council, to which 
body the Duchess had referred the 
recent despatches from Madrid, made 
a report upon the whole subject to the 
state - council, during the month of 
November, sustaining the royal views, 
and insisting upon the necessity of 
carrying them into effect. The edicts 
and Inquisition having been so vigor- 
ously insisted upon by the King, no- 
thing was to be done but to issue new 
proclamations throughout the country, 
together with orders to bishops, coun- 
cils, governors, and judges, that every 
care should be taken to enforce them 
to the full.* 

This report came before the state- 
council, and was sustained by some of 
its members. The Prince of Orange 
expressed the same uncompromising 
hostility to the Inquisition which he 
had always manifested, but observed 
that the commands of the King were 
so precise and absolute, as to leave no 
possibility of discussing that point. 
There was nothing to be done, he said, 
but to obey, but he washed his hands 
of the fatal consequences which he 
foresaw.* There was no longer any 
middle course between obedience and 
rebellion. This opinion, the soundness 
of which could scarcely be disputed, 
was also sustained by Egmont and 
Horn. 

Viglius, on the contrary, nervous, 
agitated, appalled, was now disposed 
to temporise. He observed that if the 
seigniors feared such evil results, it 
would be better to prevent, rather than 
to accelerate the danger which would 
follow the proposed notification to the 
governors and municipal authorities 
throughout the country, on the sub- 
ject of the Inquisition. To make haste, 
was neither to fulfil the intentions, nor 
to serve the interests of the King, and 
it was desirable " to avoid emotion tod 
scandal" Upon these heads the Pre- 
sident made a very long speech, avow- 
ing, in condusion, that if his Majesty 
should not find the course proposed 

» Hoofd, ii. 66. 
* Hopper, 68, 69. 
» Ibid., 60. 
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agreeable, he waa ready to receive all 
the indignation upon lus own head.^ 

Certainly, this position of the Presi- 
dent was somewhat inconsistent with 
his previous course. Ho had been 
most violent in his denunciations of 
all who should interfere with the exe- 
cution of the great edict of- which he 
had been the original draughtsman. 
He had recently been ferocious in com- 
bating the opinion of those civilians in 
the assembly of doctors who had advo- 
cated the abolition of the death penalty 
against here^. He had expressed with 
great energy his private opinion, that 
the ancient religion would perish if 
the machinery of persecution were 
taken away; yet he now for the first 
time seemed to hear or to heed the 
outcry of a whole nation, and to trem- 
ble at the sound. Now that the die 
had been cast, in accordance with the 
counsels of bis whole life — now that 
the royal conmmnds, often enigmatical 
and hesitating, were at last too dis- 
tinct to be misconstrued, and too 
peremptory to be tampered with — the 
President imagined the possibility of 
delay. The health of the ancient Fri- 
sian had but recently permitted him 
to resimie his seat at the council-board. 
His presence there was but temporary, 
for he had received from Madrid the 
acceptance of his resignation, accom- 
panied with orders to discharge the 
duties of President 3 until the arrival 
of his successor, Charles de Tisnacq. 
Thus, in his own language, the Duchess 
was still obliged to rely for a season 
"upon her ancient Psdinurus"^ — a 
necessity far from agreeable to her, for 
she had lost confidence in the pilot. 
It may be supposed that he was anxious 
to smooth the troubled waters during 
the brief period in which he was still 
to be exposed to their fury; but he 
poured out the oil of his eloquence in 
vain. Nobody sustained his proposi- 
tions. The Duchess, although terrified 
at the probable consequences, felt the 

1 Hopper, 59. 60. 

< Groeu v. Frinst, Archives, etc., i. 442. 
Vlt. VigUi, 46. 

» Vit. VigUi, 45. 

* Bor, i. 32, 33. Meteren, ii. 87. 

» " Yisuroa nos brevi egr^^ tragoedise 
iniUum,"— Vit. Yiglii,45. 
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impossibility of disobeying the delibe- 
rate decree of her brother. A procla- 
mation was accordingly prepared, by 
which it was ordered that the Council 
of Trent, the edicts and the Inquisi- 
tion, should be published in every town 
and village in the provinces immedi- 
ately, and once in six months for ever 
afterwards.* The deed was done, and 
the Prince of Orange, stooping to the 
ear of his next neighbour, as they sat 
at the council-board, whispered that 
they were now about to witness the 
commencement of the most extraordi- 
nary tragedy which had ever been 
enacted.* The prophecy was indeed 
a proof that the Prince could read the 
future, but the sarcasm of the Presi- 
dent, that the remark had been made 
in a tone of exultation,** was belied by 
every action of the prophet's life. 

The fiat went forth. In the mar- 
ket-place of every town and village of 
the Netherlands, the Inquisition was 
again formally proclaimed. Eveiy 
doubt which had hitherto existed as 
to the intention of the government 
was swept away. 

No argument was thenceforward to 
be permissible as to the constitution- 
ality of the edicts — as to the compati- 
bility of their provisions with the pri- 
vileges of the land. The cry of a 
people in its agony ascended to Heaven. 
The decree was answered with a howl 
of execration. The flames of popular 
frenzy 7 arose lurid and threatening 
above the house-tops of every town 
and village. The impending conflict 
could no longer be mistaken. ' The 
awful tragedy which the great watch- 
man in the land had so long predict- 
ed, was seen sweeping solemnly and 
steadily onward. The superstitious 
eyes of the age saw ominous indica- 
tions in the sky. Contending armies 
trampled the clouds; blood dropped 
from heaven ; the exterminating angel 
rode upon the wind. 

There was almost a cessation of the 

9 " QuRsi Isetus, gloriabundusque."— Ibid. 

^ "Depuia icelles publiees ptr lettres de 
8. A. aux evesques, consaulx et bonnes 
villes, c'est chose incroyable quelles flammes 
jecta le feu, d'auparavant cache soulz lea 
cendres," etc , etc — ^Hopper, Rec et Mem., 
62. 
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ordinary buBiness of mankind. Com- 
luerce waa paralysed. Antwerp shook 
as with an earthquake. A chasm 
seenioil to open, in which her pro- 
sjwrity and her very existence were to 
be for ever engulphed. The foreign 
merchants, manufacturers, and arti- 
sans, fled from her gates as if the 
plague was raging withm them. Thriv- 
ing cities were likely soon to be de- 
populated. The metropolitan heart of 
the whole country was almost motion- 
less.! 

Men high in authority sympathised 
with the general indignation. The 
Marquis Berghen, the younger Mans- 
feld, the Raron Montigny, openly re- 
fused to enforce the edicts within their 
governments. Men of eminence in- 
veighed boldly and bitterly against the 
tyranny of the government, and coun- 
selled disobedience. The Netherland- 
ers, it was stoutly maintained, were 
not such senseless brutes as to be 
ignorant of the mutual relation of 
prince and people. They knew that 
the obligation of a king to his vassals 
\\'a8 as sacred as the duties of the sub- 
jects to the sovereign.* 

The four principal cities of Brabant 
first cAine fonvard in formal demmcia- 
tioii of the outrage. An elaborate and 
conclusive docimient was drawn up 
in tlieir name, and presented to the 
Kegont* It set forth that the recent 
proclamation violated many articles in 
the •* joyous entry." - That ancient 
constitution had circumscribed the 

{H^wor of the clergy, and the jealousy 
iml i>een felt in old times as much by 
tho 8i>vereign as the people. No eccle- 
siastiotU tribunal had therefore been 
allowwl. excepting that of the Bishop 
of OAinbray, wlu>so jurisdiction was 
expri»«slv cvnfintxi to three classes of 
iNUK^ tluvite grvnving out of marriages, 
ttwtamt'iits. and mortmains^ 

It would Ih> BU|H>rfluou8 to discuss 
tho iH»iut at the present day, whether 
tho dirtvtions to the inquisitors and 

* Uu|>iH>r. tfdi« MQ. Bor, L $&. Met«r«x 
\\. »Y. iVvtVl. it <S. W. 8«i>pl«mont ^ 
r lllMt. \\\* K\\wex^ CiviKw du P^ro F. Str»d% 



Dutch Repvhltc. [1565. 

the publication of the edicts conflicted 
with the " joyous entrance." To take 
a man from his house and bum him, 
after a brief preliminary examination, 
was clearly not to follow the lett«r and 
spirit of the Brabantine habeas corpus, 
by which inviolability of domicile and 
regular trials were secured and sworn 
to by the monarch ; yet such had been 
the imiform practice ol inquisitors 
throughout the country^ The petition 
of the four cities was referred by the- 
Regent to the Council of Brabant. 
The chancellor, or president judge of 
that tribunal, was notoxiously corrupt 
— a creature of the Spanish govern- 
ment. His. efibrts to sustain the policy 
of the administration were, however, 
vain. The Duchess ordered the ar- 
chives of the province to be searched 
for precedents, and the- council to re- 
port upon the petition.^ The case waa- 
too pbun for ai*gument or dogmatism, 
but the attempt was made to take re- 
luge in obscurity. The answer of the* 
council was hesitating and equivocal.^ 
The Duchess insisted upon a distinct 
and categorical answer to the four 
cities. Thus pressed, the Council of 
Brabant declared roimdly that no in- 
quisition of any kind had ever existed 
m the provinces.' It was impossible 
that any other answer could be given,, 
but YigHus, with his associates in the 
privy council, were- extremely angry 
at ^e conclusion.' The* concession 
was, however, made, notwithstanding 
the bad example which, according to 
some persons, the victory thtus ob- 
taiDed by so important a province 
would afford to the people in Uie other 
parts of the countiy. Brabant was de- 
clared free of the InqnisiticHL' Mean- 
while the pamphlets, handbills, pa»> 
quils, and other popular productionfl^ 
were multiplied. To use a Flemish ex- 
pression, they " snowed in the streets." 
They were nailed nightly on all the 
great houses in Bnusela* FstriotB 
were called upon to strike, vpetk, le- 
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dreee. Pungent lampooBa, impnaskniiM 
mvective^t and ea4Tie«t remonatratieefi, 
were thrust into the bands of the 
Duchess, The imblieati^JUflj sfi th<*y 
appeared, were greedily devoured by 
the people. *' W^r ara willing,*' it was 
eaid, in a renjarkaltle Jiftter to the 
King, '" to die for the Ooepelp but we 
Tead thereiUji * Reuder unto Caesar that 
hich is CfBs^r'Sj and iinto God tbat 
which TA Gud a/ We thank (Mm\ tbot 
mu euenues themselves are compelled 
io hear WLtneea to our pietj and pa- 
leuce; ao that it k a common suiyiugj 
'He gwears not, ho is a Protejutfint ; be 
li naitlLer » fornicator nor & drunkard;. 
he is of tht^ new soct,^ Yet, not^'itb- 
fltinding these testimonials to our eha- 
ladeft no manner of pimivhmeoi has 
hi«n forgotten by whieh we can poa- 
ittbly be ehastiaed.'^* Thie statement 
of the ititirahty of the Puritatis of the 
Ketberlauiis was the justification of 
l&aiiyTS — not the eelf-gloriflGation of 
Pharisees The facrt waa incontrovert' 
ible. Their tenets were rigid, btit 
their lives were pm^. They behmged 
generally to tbe middling and lower 
dafiies. They were industriouB arti- 
flaiia, who desired to live in the fear of 
God and in hunotir of their King. 
They were protected by nobles and 
rtlem^o of high pO0ttV!>ji| very many 
whom cam© afterwards warmly ttj 
~ the creed which at first tlAy 
geueroudy defended. Their 
character and position resem- 
bled, in many features, those of the 
EngHsh PuritauBj who^ three q^iartena 
of a century afterwards, (led for refuge 
to the Dutch HepubMc^ antl thenc* 
departed to estabhidi the American 
Bspublic. The difference was, that 
the Ketkerlandera were exposed to a 
longer persecution, and a far more in- 
tense martyrdom. 
Towards the end of the year (1565) 
^ which waa closing in such univcraal 
^R^loom, the contemporary chrDnick& 
^Hire enliTened with a fitful gleam of 
^Vtunshine. The light enliveuB only the 
H^ mm-e elevated regions of tlie Flemish 
^ world, but it Lb pathetic to catch a 
\ glimpse of those nobles, many of who«}e 
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Uvea were to be eo heroic, and whose 
destinies so tn^c, as amid the ehsdi.m s 
firojeoted by coming evil they still 
fornid time for the chivalroua festivals 
of thfir land and epoch. A splendid 
tournament was held at the Chateau 
d^AntoiDg to celebrate the nuptials dt 
Baron Montlg^iy with the daughter of 
Prince d'Espinfiy. Oramge, Horn, and 
Hoogstraaten were the chalieqigerts^ and 
mamtaincd themBelvea victoriously 
against all comers, Kgmont and other 
distinguished knights being among the 
number,* 

Thus brilliantly and gaily moved 
the first houra of that mamage which 
before eix months had fied waa to be 
ao darkly terminated. The doom 
which awaited the chivalrous bride- 
groom in the dungeon of Simanca^ was 
ere long to be recorded in one of the 
foij lest, chapters of Philip's tyranny. 

A stiU more elaborate marriage -fes- 
tival, of which the hero was, at a later 
day, to exercise a most decisive influ- 
ence over the fortunes of the hmd^ 
wati celebrated i\l BruAeeLs before the 
cloae of the year. It will be remem- 
bered that Alexander, Prince of Parma, 
had aocM>mpanied Egmontonhis return 
from ^lyaln In the month of April. 
The Dnchesfl had been delighted with 
the appearance of her son , then twenty 
years of age, but already an accom- 
plished cavalier. She had expressed 
her especij:^ pleasure in fincUug him so 
thoroughly a Spaniard **iu manner, 
coBtume, ami CDnvei-aation/* that it 
could n^;t be supiHised he hiid ever 
visited any other lantl, or »t>^)ken arij 
other tongue than that of SiKviii*^ 

The nobles of the Flemish court did 
not participate in the mother s enthu- 
siasm. It could not be denied that he 
was a handsome and gallant yoimg 
X^rince; but his arrog^ice was so in- 
tolerable aa to diigvist eten those most 
disposed to pay homage to Margaret'a 
son. He kept hi«ieelf mainly in 
haughty retirement^ dined habitually 
nlone in his own apartments, and 
scarcely htiuourcd any of tlie gentle- 
men of the Ketherlands with his 
notice,"* Even Egmont, to whose care 

* Corfespiindanee de PhLU[ipQ II., i, 354. 

* Pnijiere d'Etat, Ix. 224* 
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tin: iu:iu tliiin in iJl Uiu ^^'iviirnor^ de- 

|:(f.lb:)ii:il Rii<:<:<^;:rti'. I'ly )jy Philip Ut tho 
Ni-.t.hi'.llttii'ln; hut tiiM }j|-iiof W{iN tf> he 
t[i:U:iT*:ii Ui u luLui' i^|>ot:h. Muuntiine, 
liifl in''i.iit-,i wiM ^tM\i\i'n:t\, and exeued- 
iiiHl.y |»:r|'l<:xtnl %i(h liiri iippi'iiaoliing 
niipii'tln. ilu iiiid htitm altiiinced early 
ill thi] .yi^tii' to till) J'i'incuHH Douiia 
Ahtiiii 111*' I'urtiigith Jt Wiut found ne- 
cci/viiy, thiM'iiloKi, to rtend a lluet of 
Msutial vtirtrti-U to 1/irthon, to fetch the 
hiidtt to till) Nothorliindrt,^ the wedding 
lmill^ )i|i| minted to tiike |ihife in liruH- 
oi-U. ThiH expenrie alone wivs conHi- 
tli-iiihle, and the |ii-eiiarationi4 for It^m- 
i|uiil:i, |oiiril4, and other feritivitiet), 



' i'.ipiui.i ilKtit, i\. 'J'JL— "All hua buult 

ill! U l.ilili; .lur .ii-.ili().ill\." 

'•» (ii.iiu \ t'liiinl , AivhlviM. etc., 1. 894. 
' ' ( \ii u>a iu-Hiuu.1 u lu.iiuuiuiiit uihil octt in 

•» r.ijilmo il'l.t il. i\. ■Jl^. 

^ llii.l , u :is'i, :tsii, t'lOi. 

Au-hiMt.! ut t\>i-i-o.tiN>iKl;iiu'o, L 425. 

' liiiil , i\. ::sii. " l.u|0(iikolu>iuiiiv'M.'luutu 
iiiiii«: (lua 4u'il vvniMii'it «iuc tout CO «.iuu 
\.tl K.i li-viciulru lU'iiiuuiuiC au t^Mid do la 
i.ii I ' 

" l-k lollu ut iiiiltrii^vuno iloittfutw dos 
11.1.1..1," i;U-. I'mncirtd'Ktat. ix. Oul. 

•' - - V(uu I'l'ii Rf^ui a )KU-lvi- i>ai' luutv la villo 
Ji> cudiu ^•'uivi'iu." — Ibiat. 
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V «n ilkf vriw: -nndBnaken on bo znagzii- 
liutm; L B!:uxt- -Uiot iJjke Xmke. ber hus- 
'juiii.. wufe itflendtfd ist MurgBrec'c extn^ 

vac li.n ':iiu.'^«d/ camnienuid Idtterlj 
.'- LLiT ys-:*2jiEuJadiSb TiiicL i2iej were 
vzLiiWcLiir :z: k jienctd c^f deaiili and 
tiT-.c'.Lr* IfjbLT cj the Dublee mocked 
*-' ii-:-: ].i«7'jfx:TT, Tif cr:»wii the whole, 
•-Lt t '.-'iUfc Priiofr TTtt K> ohhane as to 
, ^zj,:-e* Tot ii.ype.iii his XEicther*B hear- 
iiLjL'. isxuz. lLt Indle £««!. then on its 
^iv irvii; P^rcua^ uj^rht Eink with 
iL 11 v.'Lr^Tiisd. itj the bcrttom of the 

. MA.' 

l*!* p'XT Duchess vaa infinitely 
t-i^^r'jMd 'ijy &I1 these circumatancea. 
TLe '* iiiune and outrageous en- 
per< •!««''' in which the nuptials had 
iiiVvlved her, the rebukes of her hua- 
' l/and, the sneers of the seigmors, the 
i undutiful epigrams of her son, the 
' ridicule of the people, affected her 
Mplritii to such a degree, harassed as 
nhe was with grave matters of state, 
that she kept her rooms for days to- 
gether, weeping, hour after hour, in 
the most piteous manner. Her distress 
was the t<jwn talk;'^ nevertheless, the 
fleet arrived in the autumn, and brought 
the youthful Maria to the provinoee. 
This young lady, if the faithful histo- 
riographer of the Famese house is to 
be credited, was the paragon of prin- 
clsiaes. ^^ She was the daughter of Prince 
Edward, and granddaughter of John 
the Third. She was young and beau- 
tiful; she could talk both Latin and 
Greek, besides being well versed in 
philosophy, mathematics, and theo- 
^<>*g}'-^^ She had the Scriptures at her 
tongue's end, both the old dispensation 

10 Stnula. iv. 157-163. 

11 Ibid. — " l*rsedioabaturque una iogenio 
oiiiiiia compreheadere: Latuia liugiia expe- 
Jitti au porbuuo Itxiai : Orwoas Ucteras prox- 
iiii« callcro: pluioso])hiam uon ignorare: 
Mathomatifxtfum disoipUuas a|L>priiue no«ati: 
divitia utriusque TtwtaaieuU oracula iu 
pn.>iuptu habere. " 

'riiio prmct>iMt in her teens, might already 
uxclaiiii. with the vcuerablo Faustua: 
*'Uabe uuu L'hiloiMphio 
Jurii»turui uud Modicin 
Villi IciUvr uch: Thoolo(fie 
j Dun>h !»tudirc mic lieuMcm Bemahen. **etc. 
! The pane^yrisLs of royal houses in tho tnx- 
: tociith century were uot accuscomed. to do 
1 tUcir work by halTM. 
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HQd the new* and co^d quote from 
the fa^tk^r^ with the promptaeeB of a 
bialiop. She WRa so atricU j orthodox 
that, on. beifig oompelled bj etreaa of 
weather to land in En^&nd, fihe de- 
i^lmed alL coiamTinlcation with Queen 
EJizsbflthj, on acoount of her hcreey. 
She wna flo eminently fihaHte that she 
could D either read the sonnets of Pe- 
tnroh, Dor lean on the arm nf a g^entle- 
muL^ Hi^ delic^c^ npon such pointa 
w^, indeed^ carried to such exceas^ 
that upon one occaaion when the ohip 
which wan bringing her to the Nether- 
hnda was diacovered to he burning, 
ebe rebuked a rude fellow who cciLiie 
forward to mre her life, assuring him 
that there w^ lesd contMnination in 
the touch cf hre than in that of niaJi.^ 
Fortnuately, the flames were oxtin- 
guished.* And the Fhcemx of Portugal 
' Wfti permitted to descend^ unburned, 
upoai tho bkoJt sboree of Plandere, 
The occofiioui notwithitajidmg the 
^^rec«nt tears of the Buchefls^ and the 
^Karroganee of the Prince, was the signaL 
^Bi(^ much festivity among the courtiei% 
^H of Bn]sasl& It was alfta the epoch 
^B from which niovemente of a secret and 
^ nnportant character were to be dated. 
The cbefiiMeiiB of the Fleece were ae- 
«mbled, and VigUus proaouneed be- 
fore thjem one of his most chMulcal 
' orationi. He bad a good deal to mj 
wnceming the private adventureij of 
Saint Andrew, jtatroQ of the Orderj 
and went into some details of a con- 
TersatioQ which that Tcnerated person- 
am had once held with the proconsul 
~ * The moral which he deduced 
hiB narrative was the necessity of 
loo amoBg the magnates for the 
xoaliiteiianoe' of the Catholia faith ; the 
nobility aad the Church being the two 
^eohunna upon which the whole social 
fiibtic repoaed.* It ia to be feared that 
tbe Freaident became rather profiy 
_ upon the occasion. Perhaps Ms homily, 
^kM^ those of the fictitious Archbishop 
^Hbf Qmiiada^ began to amock of the 
^■iipopleJty from which he had so re* 
cently escaped. Perhaps, the meeting 

^^p X **-^-^ Tu verOp iikquit, tdotniTD iactututn 
Pi I aatuQiAriim ffictu timeiretmbi," etc.— IbiJ, 



being one of hilarityj the younger 
nobles became restive under the in- 
fliction of a Tei^ long and very aolemti 
harangue. At any rate, as the meet- 
ing broke up^ there was a good deal of 
jesting on the subject, De Hammim, 
eommonly called " Toiaon d'Dr/' coun^ 
ciUor and kingHai-arms of the Orderj 
said that the President imd been see- 
ing visiona ai^d talking with Saint 
Andrew in a dream. Marquis Ber* 
ghen aaked for the source whence be 
had derived such intimat^^ acquaint- 
anoe with the ideas of the Baint. The 
Fr^dent took these remarka mtber 
testily, and, from triflingj the company 
became soon earnestly engaged in a 
warm discuBsiou of the agitating topics 
of the day. It soon became evident to 
VigliuB that De Hammes and others of 
his comrades had been dealing with 
dangerous thinga. He begtm shrewdly 
to Buspect that the popular bureay was 
rapidly ejtendiiig into higher regions; 
but it waii not the President alone who 
diacovered bow widely the contamiua^ 
iioQ waa spreading. The meetiDg, the 
accidental small i^Xk, which had paaaed 
BO swiftly from gaiety to gravity, the 
rapid ejic^ange of ideaa, and the free^ 
maaomj bj which Jtitelligenco upon 
forbiddeD topics h^^ been mutujUly 
oonveyedj became events of hiBtori<il 
importan)^ Interviews bet ween uobleai, 
who, in the course of the festivities 
produced by the Montigny and FarmA 
marriages, had discovered that they 
entertained a secret similarity of aenti- 
ment ui>on vital questions^ became of 
frequent occurrence.* The result to 
which such conferences led will be nar- 
rated in the following chapter. 

Meantime, upon the Hth l^ovember 
150Sh the marriage of Prince Alexander 
and Donna Maria waa celebn&ted with 
great aolemnity by the Archbishop of 
Cambray, in the chapel of the CtJurt at 
Bruflsele, On the following Simday the 
wedding banquet was held in th^ great 
ball, where, ten years previously, the me- 
morable abdication of the bridegroom's 
imperial grandfather had taken place; 



» Vit> VigH «. 

* Ibid, 

*Boi, U. 5S. Bflofd, i!. 70. 70. 



■ k2 Thf RUe of the 

•rv t.K^'^ \%i'i«< g^niii hung with the 
..»„.!..!» I III- .ijiwitv i»i Guleon. while 
u. '.■i.^iii« .'I lu! Kli'iiv. with all the 
.iw. ..i.iiuUv«i>i tlio l:iiiil. weroaMem- 
..i. i.i .,irK«! Iio iiHK-iiU'K*.* The King 
..^. i.,»i.i**nivii iiv liw envoy in Kng- 
ii..;. V'ii ilwAiii.ui Mo Si I v:i. who came 
.- 'Uii.i.«i.i :••! ilio tuviu«ii)ii, ami who 
: ..4 'x-.K-ii H-I»'i:ii!\l lor thiM duty Ihj- 

t. u^->>i«liii^ Ui Arinontoroi*, ''ho 

...k. ti.ifttftl, lK-*ihlo hit* priulemv, 
.. ...1 A> uiiuli wiiLy >;t'iu*ot'iilm*tw with 
' i.iiv-.. II iii.kiunH i>r |iiuitinio ami outor- 
.LiiiiiuMK. I'arly in tho mouth of 
* >t... iiiIki, h i iiiiiMi^ tournament was 
'ul.i -ii I Iio mtMl. in.irk,v*t- place of 
<M«i..» : I. (Iu« hnkti >>(' r:iriu;w the Duke 
-( \. !..« Ii.'i, uul i'uuut M>;iuont l>ein^ 
;i.l.-,».i •! ilu! jou-Htj*. I'nunt Man«feld 
»..». li. . li.iIUii>;\T. .i.4KMivHt by hiason 
» M.i.li.i. ,*lrl«ifilv»l .luioiig the piMitry 
•I It. siiitl it'i- Im4 doxtvrity in euch 
^■. 1 1.1. I'll I'fuiit iMuirU'8 w:w awanUxl 
., . u ihia ocv'tiAtou the »ilvor cup 
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from the lady of the lists. 0>unt 
Boiwu received the prize for breaking 
beflt his lanoes; the Seigneur de Beau- 
voir for the most splendid entrance; 
Count Louis, of Nassau, for having 
borne himself most gallantly in the 
milee. On the same evening the 
nobles, together with the bridal pair, 
were entertained at a splendid sup-, 
per given by the city of Brussels in 
the magnificent H6tel de Yille. On 
this occasion the prizes gained at the 
tournament were distributed, amid 
the applause and hilarity of all the 
revellers.* 

Thus, with banquet, tourney, and 
merry marriage bells, with gaiety gild- 
uig the surface of society, while a 
deadly hatred to the Inquisition was 
eating into the heart of the nation, 
and while the fires of civil war were 
already kindling, of which no living 
man was destined to witness the ex- 
tinction, ended the year 1505. 
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wlvt-tf to opr<>«e the Inquisition, and 
c«.' dt'tVo^i each other against all con- 
MMuencvtf ot such a resistance, was 
prolHhbly the work of Philip de Mai^ 

fnt—.vrco**— ComMpottdanct da Philippe 
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iiiz. Lard of Sainte AJdcj^cinde. Much 

obscurity, howevHr, reata upon the 

origin of thia ieagiie. Ita fouudnticmfi 

bad slrsadj been hid in ihe latter 

part of the precediuj^ year. The uiip- 

tialH of F&mi^ wibh the FortugueBe 

^prinoeaa had bsjen the causa of mtijoh 

IffletiTity, not oiily in BrujsaeU, but &t 

[•Antverp. The great commeroifti me^ 

iropolk hjid celebrated the ooco^i^n by 

m EEiAgnilietiiit banquiet. Th&r^ had 

been triuiupbal uruhes, wreitthR of 

floweri, loy&l i<peecht&, ge^neroua souti- 

m^mts^ in the uidtml profuifioD. The 

chief otDMufitit of the dinner- tables h^d 

^ magoificcint pieoe of oonfoc- 

, letting etaborately forth the 

<fi CoiiDt Manafeld with the 

to Portu^i to fetch the bride 

t her home, with e^cquisitely finl&h- 

l figures in eugmr — porttaiti, it is to 

I h$ preaumed — of the principal pemon- 

I »gea aa they nppearetl during the tnoftt 

I striking icenea of the hiatory.^ At th^ 

[ ^ery moment, however, of these deleo- 

StiOQe, a meetixig was hehi at Bruaaela 

ta^n whose minds wet« oecupied 

rwith atemer stuff thtm migar-work. 

, On the wedding-doy of Prtrma, BVancis 

■ Joniiis, a dissenting mimater then re- 

\ leading at Antwerp, ^vaa invited to Brus- 

Ltda ti} preiich a aermon in the house 

Count Culemburg on the horao- 

iket (qow called Little Sablon), bo- 

!_a muJl MMinbly of some twenty 

etaea.' 

■h T'---; . .Tunius, bora of a noble 

• 'i*iB, was the paator of 

> b'r i I' b congregation of Hu- 

at Antwerp. He woa very 

hiring arrived from GeaevJij 

he had been educated, to take 

I of the aeoret church, when but 

I turned of twenty yeai's^" He was, 

ver, alreEuiy celebrateii ftir hie 

BiDg, hifl eloquence, and hia ©on- 

ge. To warda the end of 1 56 5, it had 

^ become known that Juniua 

m secret nnderatanding with 

niifl of Naaaau, to preparu an addreaa 

?ment on the eubjoct of the 

n and edieta. OrtierH were 

^ . bi» arreit A certum painter 
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» Bmmdt, 1 3g0, sqq. Ex vfU F. Juoll ab 



of Bruaaelfi afieeted conversion to the 
new religion, that he might gain ad- 
miaaion to the oongrwatioti, and af ber^ 
wards earn the rowaidof the informer. 
He played his p«irt ao well that he was 
permitted to ttttend many meetings^ 
in the oourae of wMoh he akt^tdied the 
portrait of the preacher, and delivered 
it to the Duchess H^gstit, together 
with minute statemente m to his reai- 
deuce and dMly hftbit& Ncverthel^^j 
mth all this aaei^tance, the govern* 
ment could not sucoeod in laying hands 
on him. He escaped to BrodaT and 
continued hia labours in spite of per- 
aecutioD. The man'^s courage may be 
estimated from the faet that he 
pTBaabed on one occasion a sermon, 
advocating the doctrines of the Re- 
formed Church, with his usii^ elo- 
quence, in a room overlooking the 
market-place, where, at the very in- 
atjmtf the execntjon by fire of several 
heretioB woa taking plaoe, while the 
light from the flames in which the 
brethren of their faith were burning^ 
wm flickering through t^e ^ss& win- 
dows of the conventicle.* Such Wna 
ihe man wLo preached a aennon m 
Culembm"g Palace on Parma^a wed- 
ding-day* Tbe nobles who hatenedto 
him were occupied with grave dia- 
course after ooncJuaion of the reli- 
gious exercises. Junius took no part 
in their conversation, but in his pre- 
fienoe it was resolved that a league 
against the "barbarous and violent 
Itiquisition " should be formed, and 
that confederates should mutually 
bind themselvee both within and with- 
out the Netherlands to this great pur^ 
poBo.^ Juniua, in giving this ex:piicit 
atatement, has not mentioned the 
names of the nobles before whom hfi 
preached It may be inferred that 
some of them were the more ardent 
and the more respectable amopg the 
somewhat miacoilaneous band by whom 
the Compromise wan afterwards signed. 
At about the same epoch; Louis of 
Naasaii, Nicolas de ^mraes, and cer- 
tain other gentlemen met at the bathn 
of Spa. At thi£ secret assembly, the 



> Vit, Junii, 14, 15, 16. 

* Ibitt, f. 16, apud Draodt, aW. 

* Ibid., p. li, upud Bnmdt, 389, 
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foundAtiDHfl of the CompromiBe were 
d^fiuiielj laid.^ A document was 
afterwarda drawn Tip, which w^ cir- 
culated for aignatures in the early 
part of 1066. It m, tbereforej & mis' 
take to ^ppoee th&t this memoFable 
pap^ waa BirnidtaneouBlj elgned and. 
Bwom to at any aoleiim aoene like thikt 
of the declaration of Amenoon iDde- 
pendeace, or \ik^ Bome of the suhse- 
quent traiiEactioiiB in the Netherland 
revolt MTangod purposely for dramatic 
effect, Beyeral copies of the Gompro- 
mifie wero paaaed secretlj frem hand 
to hand, and in the course of two 
months some two thovusand aignatiufea 
had boen obtained.' The original oepj 
bore but three namea^ these of £re~ 
derode^ Charl&g de Man»f eld, and LouIb 
of Nassau.^ Tho compoBitiou cf the 
paper is usnally aacribod to Sainte 
Aldegonde, although tho fact is not 
indifiputable/ At any rate^, it ie veiy 
certain that he was one of thei origi- 
natora and main aupportera of the 
iamouB lea^fiie. 

Samte Aldegvmde waa one of the 
most accompliahed men of Ma age» 
He waa of aucieni nobiliiy, as he 
proved by an abundauce of iuHtoiical 
henildie evideucej in answer to a Bcurri- 
I01U.8 pamphlet in which he had been 
aoeueed^ among other delinqueDciea^ of 
having gpmng from plebeian blood* 
Having established Ma " e^tnLction 
from true and ancient gentlefnen of 
Savoy, patemaDy and materiially/' he 
rebuked his assadimte in manly ^rain. 
" Even had it been that 1 wm with- 
out nobility of birth/* Baid he, *'I 
should be none the less or more a 
virtuous or honest man; nor can any 
one reproach me with having failed in 
the point of honour or duty. What 
greater folly than to boast of the 

iThie iiiPiiears from the Bantcuus nro- 
n<ninc4'd o^fnat da fiflsumes (ToIbIii irOr} 
liy the BloiMi^^UDCil on tho 17lh May IMB. 
'"' €hai;g^ d'avair Eist& uug des autbeunide la 
flcditicuse ^t ptrnJcieuac tonjumtion et li|fue 
des cfntfedureK; fqu'lls uppe^ent Compremifl) 
et dic«]]o prouii^renietit avoir jectu los f(^ni)e- 
mena h la luuLiiiifi de Spfi^ avtjcq lu ConiiptD 
Xjoys dm Njisijau et [tultres et apWh aiivmi'ii 
lo inoU do Duconibro ISGSj I'ancstcj In Hi^fiio 
et jure en co*t4> ville do Bnixullij en bHi 
nmjiiQn etiicoUc iittire cb iiidulct pluftTour^ 
fttiltro*."— Edgietiu des Cotidjunnes Bt Baimia 



Tirtue or ifalhintry of othen, is do^l 
many Doblee who^ having neither a gis 
of virtue in their soule nor a drop j 
wisdom in their brains, are ent^ 
iiselesB to their country! Tet tbes 
are eudi mfm, who^ because their i 
cestors haire done aome valorous da 
think themfolvea fit to direct the 1 
ohinery of a whole eountiy, ha^ 
from their youth learned nothing Wt 
to danca and to spin li ke weathercocb 
with their heads as well as their heek"* 
Certainly Sainte'AJdegonde hMlleanijed 
other leiiaons than theea. He was one 
of the mMiy-dded men who re«akll*d 
the symmetry of antique patriots. Btf 
was a poet of much vigour and ixoagi- 
natioUji a prose writer whoae aty& wa 
surpofised by that of none of his < 
temporariefl, a diplomatist in 
tact and delicajcy William of On 
afterwarda repoaed in the moat dil! 
cult and impor^nt iiegotiatlenfl» 
orator whose disooumes OQ miny gi 
public occasions attnu:4«d the atu 
tion of Eiuf ope^ a soldier whoee bravia 
was to be atteeted afterwards oa tooi 
a well'fooght field; a theologian 
akDful in the polemics of divmitT^ 
that, BB it will hereafter 
was more than a match for 

biahopa upon their own groi 

acholar so accomplished, that, I 
apeaking and writing the elAffllr 
several modem language wiUi f 
he had also translated for popa 
the PiBslms of David into tbh 
verse, and at a very lAte period <rf 1 
life was rcqueet^ by the stKtap 
of the republio to trjvnalate 
ScriptureB — a work, the fuliila 
which was prevented by hia 
A pa^onate foe to the Inqi 
and to all the abuses of Iht 1 
Church, an ardent defeiuler 

15681 ISTt, \ 'h riTiibi.: ilti$ C^inptivvl 
In the Bniei^" 

* Groen v. Triinit., AfiaUiTca «t i 
dflxme. ij. lir. 

' Be|XUilie i lUi lib^Hi^ «:tt! 

p^rtnotfi, etc.— Piiki_ _ : „ _ ;, .s^\ 
gotide. Aiivut^ : cii(j£ C»il(yt vui data i 

* Grmin ¥, Frijii«t, Af^jldf e^ flU:.. lH lH I 
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Ifbertf , it irsuftt be admitted thut he 
pirtcKik alflo of the tjTuiuiit^al apLrit of 
CalrauHrL He nev^^r td&c to the lofty 
beighte to which the dpLrit of the great 
founder of the uutzunon wealth was 
d^etined to ^^i but deaaunced the 
great principle of religious liberty for 
aU oouficif^nisea as godleag^ He woai 
now twenty-eight years of age, haviog 
i»ea born in the aauie year with hia 
frlettfl Louis of Nasnau. His device, 
' /Vr^K.** aWi^urSf'^ fiuely typified the 
]-,-« It?^ iigitated and laborious life to 
which he was deatlued. 

That other didtiDguifihed leader of 
the i^ewly -formed league, Count Louis, 
VdS a true knight of the oldeD tiine, 
the very miiror of chivalry. Gentle^ 
generous, pious; making ueo^ in his 
tent before the battle^ of the prayers 
wMch his mother aent him from, the 
Wmo of his childhoodf^ yet fiery iu' 
tie field as an aneieut crusader— ndo- 
ing the work of genei^ and soldier 
with desperate v^our and ag^iost any 
numbers — cheerful EUkd fffceodfast un- 
«iiraJl reverses, witty and joouiid in 
eociol intercourse, animatuig' with his 
unceasing spirits the graver snd more 
ffjWihoding aoul of his brother j be waa 
iii& man to whom the eyea of the most 
anJant among the Netherland Eeforni- 
era were turned at thisj early epoch, 
the trusty staff upon which the ^reat 
Prince of Orange was to lean tiU it 
wai broken. As gay as Brederode, be 
was tmstained by his yicee, and exer- 
cised a boundless influence oyer that 
r*ckleM persouagOt who often protested 
that he would '* die a poor soldier at 
hii feet,*'^ The career of Louis was 
destined to be abort, il reckoned by 
jpeare; but if by events, it was to at- 
taia aJmust a patriarchal length* At 
tlie age uf nineteen he had taken part 
ia the battle of St Queutin, and when 
ORoe the war of freedom opened, his 
fwwrd was never tt> be sheathed. H is 
Iftya were Med with Hfe, and when 
I fell into his bloody but \mknown 
"fTftve,, he was to leave a name aa dis~ 
tiqgui£hed for heroic valour and un- 

1 liToetL T. Frineb., Arublvoiii «ftc.. iii. 41^ 
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tiling energy as for spotless integrity. 
He was stuaU of stature, but wdH 
formed ; athletic iu all knightly eiter^ 
cises, with agreeable features, a dark 
laughing eye, doae-Dlipped brc^wn hatr, 
and a peaked heard 

"Golden Fleece," aa Nicolas de 
Hammea was miiversjally denominat- 
ed, was the illegitima^ scion of a 
noble house.^ lie was one of the 
most active of the early adherents to 
the league, kept the List of signers hi 
his posaeasion, and scoured the country 
daUy to procure new eonfederatas,* 
At the public preachings of the re- 
formed religion, which soon after this 
epoch broke forth tbroughuiit the 
Netherlaudfl rs by a common impulse, 
he Kuide himself conspicuous^. He 
was accused of wearing, on such Qcca- 
siona, the ensigns of the Fleece about 
his neck, in order to induce ignorant 
people to believe tliat they might 
tbeniaelyes legally foUoWj when they 
perceived a member of that lUuetrioua 
fraternity to be leading the way,* As 
De Hammcs was only an omuial or 
servant of that Order, but nut a com- 
paniou, the seduction of the b^eu by 
such false pretences was reckoned 
among the most heinous of his 
offenceg. He was fieree in his hos- 
tility to the government, one of those 
fiery siairits wheae premature sceal 
was prejudieial to the caiase of liberty, 
and disheartening to the cautious pa- 
triotism of Orange, He was for 
smiting at once the gigantic atrocity 
of the Spanish dommion, without 
waiting for the forging of the w^eapons 
by which the blown were to be dealt 
He foi^got thnit men and money were 
as necesssjy as wrath, in a oonteat 
with the most tremendous despotism 
of the world '' They wish,'' he wrote 
to Count Louis, "that we should meet 
these hungry wolves with remon- 
strances, using gentle words, while 
they are bumhig and cutting off 
heads. Be it so then. Let us take 
the pen — let them take the sword. 
For tbem deeds, for us worda. We 

* CctrrcspDiidauua do PhiHppo IT., L 389 ; 
noU) 3 

*lbid., 41MJ. Stradji, v, 172. 

* Eegistrfi doa Coudamai£& MS., ubi sup. 
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^ ^^^ ^mimr^ Thia ner- 

iiM^ii^Ti fafatod ^i« situation 

r^iilwrftfcii writer. 

^ «r CltaelaA MiAifeld, lie soon 

HH M^^ ^Mm t^ ttiigi^e whicb he 

■i^ ilifinniif of the leaders 

mffoftvi' of the year. The 

Hui flocument was mieh 

I OtthoUoi could fllgn it 

i» PrjtwtaDta^ It in- 

WtWrlv il^nst th« tyranny 

kf^iP ol fttnmgere,*' whot in* 

ni vKtHjr bj priTate i^vsride and 

uaaking use of an 

fw^t fii^r th« Catholic religion, 

riu^U thti King iBto ft riola^on 
\Ks\\\^ It <le^tit>tme^ the i^ 
IiUmI W nilti)(nt« the t^^T^rity of th« 
^l^iis*^ II dtH^Ur^ the Inquieiiion, 
ig^l^iji^ H wteniHci thf?' ir[i«ntioi] of go- 
Ui ill permanently iipoii 
*^ iniqu items, cxintrary to all 
h^umui And divTUB, aurfkafiBing 
#1 Uirhatiarn which waa exer 
' tynunt^, and as redound- 
|t*i}iuii(iur of God and to 
[tljvtitm of the country." 
[ j.»i*<itiiated^ tberef*>re, that 
"tm ro^rd to their duties 
^d vaflial* of his MAJesty, and 
Mb% aa noblemen — and in ordGr 
^^ |o lie deprii?^ of their eptatea 
^(jill Hifelr livfiii by thc^e who^ under 
itf nfli^Mi, wiflhed to enrich 
ilw» hy plnnd^ and murder/' 
'^ouud tfaemselTes to eaeh 
ly ccfvpnaTit and solemn 
r the Inquisition. They 
luia-od to ofipoee ft m 
ci|ii!ri or tovert^ under 
it might 3immie, 
H^ timise of Inqmsi- 
T^.» ' .i.u^ toerth- 
1 m any 
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form, a« the mother of all Iniquity 
and disorder/' They protested before 
Ckxl and man, that tbej would at>- 
tempt nothing to the <fiflhonour of 
the Lord or to the diminution of tbe 
King*fl grandeur, maje«ty* or domi- 
nion. They de^sla^ed* on the eontrajy, 
an honeat purpoeo to "maintain the 
monarch in hip estate, and to Buppreu 
&U seditionv. tumulte, monopoliee^ and 
factions.' * They eisg^ed to preserv^e 
their confederation, thus formed^ for 
ever mviolable^ and to permit non^ 
of its membetm to be peraeotitdd in 
any manner, m. body or goodfl, by 
any proceeding fom^ed on the In- 
quimtion, the edJctSj or the present 
league.* 

It will he «en, therefore, that the 
Compromise wae in ita origint 
ooTenant of ndbla. It was dir^ 
ai^ainfit the foreign influenoe by whiG 
the Ketherlanda w(?ro excbisiy^lj 
gioYemedp and againat the Inquieitto 
whether Papal, Epiacopalj or by ©diet?" 
There ia no doubt that the conntFy 
wm contrf>lled entirely by SpaniBh 
maiters^ and thftt it wna intended to 
reduce the ancient hberty of the 
Netherlands into aubjeotion to a juntj 
of foreigners sitting at Madrid No 
thing mora legitimate could be \m3^^ 
gined than a coufltitutioi^al resiataui^ 
to 9noh a policy. 

The Pr&ee of Orange hnd not 
oonjA^ted ae to i^ formation of thd 
league.* It iraa iuflmently obnou 
to ite founders that hb eautioua niind 
would find much to t'onaure in thei 
movement. Hia Bentim<?nta with ^ 
rqgsrd to the Inquiaition and 
edlclB were oertainly known to 
men. In the beginning of thi» yeari tooJ 
he had n/l^rtmeA a remarkable letter*! 
to the Duchc^a, in answer to her writ- 1 
ten commandfi to CAiiee the Couijeil of 1 
Trent, the InqniBifcion. £md the edlcta^ ■ 
in accordance with the reoent 
manda of ihe King, jtojbe ptib 
ttabcK] byGToeii v. PrinBtcrtr^ A rcl ifi^ 
il, 16-41, aoJ m Bor, m i 

ruutbd iJio in G'wdmrd, « 

ii, (mtJr^yia t^io b<Kn«1iATitl(i8'1 
Cauncil At BryBGli» 
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md. enforced tlirmigliout hia goyem- 
meiit. Althougli Ms ad'vi4je on tlie 
fitibjeet Imd not been asked, li© ex- 
proMod Ms fltinee {>f obIi[^tic>D to 
apeak his mind od tUe subject, pre- 
femng the hftEord of b«ntig cemured 
iat mk remonM^mncf), to that dI in- 
(ramng the auBpicioti of oDBniTanee 
at the desolatiott of the Land bj his 
dletLce. He left the questicn of re- 
fDrmation in ecolesiafitieal moralia un- 
toucbedf aa not belonging to his 
^—Tocation, As to the Inquiaition^ he 
^Bmost diitinctly infotm^t her highneefi 
^Hthikt the hope which titiil lingered in 
^Hlhe popular imnd of escaping the 
^Bpermaaent eet&bliahm^nt of that in- 
^Tiiitutioia, had alone prevented the 
utter depopulation of the country, 
with antire Bubvereion of ita cnEEiiner» 
dil and manufacturing induetiy. With 
reg^jd to the edicts he temp^^tely 
but forcibly ex][>rB@seid the opisioA 
that it was very bard to enforee those 
placarda now in their rigour, when the 
psaple were eiaaperated, and the 
imsery unSvensal, inEwmtioh as they 
bd liiiquetitly been mcxiiiied on for- 
mer occasions. The King, he said, 
could gain nothiiig bttt difficulty for 
MmaeJf , and would be sure to lose the 
ftffectiiin of hia BUbjecta by renewing 
"Uie etlicta, etr^Dgthening the InqoiBi- 
tion, and proceeding to fresh esecu- 
titwra, at a time when the peoplej, 
moved by the example of their uelgh- 
byum, were naturally incUiied to 
slfcy. Moreover^ when by reason 
of the daily-increaMng prices of grain 
k fammQ wiue impending orer the 
knd, uo worse moment could be 
lioMen to cnforee such a policy. In 
tbieifin, he obeerved thai he was 
times desirous to obey the 
ids of hifl Majesty and her 
esi* and to discharge the duties 
I g^:iod Christian.'* The use of 
' ♦♦ r term h remarkable, aa 
iri epoch m the history of 
rt mind. A year before he 
oulcl havfe anid & good Catholic, but 
was during this year ttiat his mind 
.n to be thoroughly pervaded by 
Jigioiis doubt, siad that the great 



question of tha Eeformation forced 
itself, not only ae a pcditical, hut ae a 
mofal problem upon him, whiah he felt 
that he could not much longer neglect 
imrtoad of solving. 

Buch were the opinions of Orange. 
He could not, however, «afely entrust 
the sacred interes>ta of a common^ 
wealth to such hands as those of 
Brederode-'however deeply that en- 
thusla^ic personage might drink the 
health of *' Younker William,'* aa he 
affecticoiaiely denominated the Prinoe 
— -or to " Golden Fleece, '' or to 
Charles Mansfeld, or to that youngs 
'wild boar of Ardennes, Robert de 1ft 
Marck. In his brother and in Saint« 
Aldegonde he hod coniidence, but he 
did not eierciee over them that con- 
trol which he afterwards ^quired, 
Hlb condiuet towards the confederacy 
was imitated in the main by the other 
great nobles. The ooirenanteT^ never 
expected to obtain the signaturos of 
such men aa Orange, Egmont, Horn, 
Meghom, Berghen, or Montigny, nor 
wore those eminent perEona^ea ever 
accufHed of having signed the Com- 
promise, although some of them w ere 
afterrwanifi charged with having pro- 
tected those who did sMx their names 
to the document. The (wnledeTstoa 
were originally found amo^g the lesser 
nobleft Of these eome were sincere 
Catholics^ who loved the andent 
Church but hated the Inquifiitio(n ; 
some were fierce Calrini^ts or deter- 
mined LuthertinB ; some were troublous 
and adventurous spirits^ men of broken 
fortunes, extravagant habits, and 
boundless desires, who no doubt 
thought that the broad lands of the 
Church," with their stately abbeys, 
would funiieh much more fitting 
home^f and revenues for gallant gen- 
tlemen than for lazy monks*^ All 
were young, £bw had any prudence or 
conduct, and the history of iht league 
more than justified the disapproba- 
tion of Orange. The nobles thufl 
banded together, achieved little by 
their confederacy. They disgraced a 
great cauBe by thetr orgies, almost 
mined it by their ineiiiciencyj axid 



1 Fontus Payea MS. 
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when ihjs rope of Band which they 
had twilled fell asujidQrj the people 
l^ffd gganed nn thing And the g'eiitry 
had almost lost the Goafidence of the 
natioiD^ These renLoi'kfi applj to the 
mma of the coufederatea and to 
iome of Uie leadens Louli of Naas&u 
and Sointe Aldegdnde wero ever ho- 
nuured &nd truerted ha they deserved. 

Alths>iigh tbe langua^ge of the Com- 
promise BpHjkK: of the leaguers aa nobles, 
yet the ducunieot wa& circulated amatig 
burghers and merchantB also, many of 
whcinit according to the satirical re- 
mark of a Netherland Catholic^, may 
have been influenced by the desire of 
writmg the^r names in such aristocra- 
tixj oompanyj 4md some of whom were 
deseed to expiate euoh mu^loTj upon 
th^ Boaffold^ 

With suiii aesoct&tea, therefore, the 
profound and anxious mind of Orange 
OOold have little in comtnon. Con- 
£diii(W expanding as the number in- 
Oreued, their audacity and turbulence 
grew with the growth of the lea^e* 
Thelonguage at their w Hd banquets was 
OA hot sa the wine which coj^nsed th«ir 
heads ; yet the Prince knew that there 
was rarely a festival in which there did 
not sit some eakuT temperate Spani^rd^ 
watching with quiet eye and cool brain 
the extravagant demeanour, and listen- 
ing with composure to the dangerous 
avowals or bravadoes of these revel- 
hsrst with the purpose of tranBmitting 
a record of their langua^ or demon- 
Btrations to the inmuflt sanctuary of 
Philip's cabmet at Madrid.^ The 
Prince knew^ too, that the King was 
very sincere in hi a determination to 
nudntain the Inquisition, however dihv- 
tory his proc eedmgs might appair. H e 
was well aware that an armed for<!e 
might be expected ere long to eupport 

1 Fuiktiis Fiiyeu MS, 

a *' L^M faJsant aeoir le plus spuvoot an 
plus beau do letin* UMea purune CMurtoise 
maiildre dc (Air^ que nous avanu do cmr«Hser 
les etiuugers ; ey tost que le vin ^tult mtmtS 
aucervo&udomi^ia ajigxieiWH qtgentilBhommqs 
PKrloJont Ubtn^ment i lour accountiiuieo 
de toEitea chaseB, dascouvir«4it par gr^iide 
timplcase o^ qxi'ilii uvoieut ati eieurT »iiiie 
epiuid£t«t- qua oea oiseoiux eito^eut k laurs 
tahiM, le^quQta demeurauB toue^oui^$ on oor- 
-veJIft Dotuyout dilljE^inmeait In propos dica 
ooaTlvKDa Juaquea n Teaian^uer leura can* 



the rojikt edieto, Ah^eady the Prinee 
had organised that system of espjotiagi 
upon Philipj by which the champioi 
hia country wsa la loDg able to circi 
vent its deepc't . The ELing left lettei 
caref idly locked in hia deek at nighl^: 
and un^^een h^nda bad forwarded oopieo 
of them to WUHaih of Orange before 
the morning. He left memoranda in 
his pockets on retirii^ to bed^ and 
exact transcripts of those paptere found 
their way^ likewise, ere he rose,^ to the 
sauie watchman in the Ketberlands^ 
No doubt that an inclination for poU^ 
ticai intrigue was a pronLiDeDt ehAfiai> 
teristic of the Prince, and a biei 
upon the purity of hia moral nati 
yet the diBsimuJating policy of Ma 
he had mjAtered only that he 
aeoomplkh the nobleii purposes t6 
which a great imd good mMt eon de- 
vote hifi life — ^the protection of the 
liberty and the reHgiun of a whd 
people againat foreign tyiantiy. Hi 
intrigue ^rved his eonntry^ not a 
row pergonal ambition, and it wiui cm] 
by such arts that he became Philip^ 
master, i£tfite.id of foiling at once, \r 
so many great personages^ a blind a 
infatuated vietim. No doubt his pur- 
veyors of secret information were often 
destined fearfully to atone for their 
contraband commerce, but they who 
trade in treason must expect to po^ 
the penalty i>t their traffic. 

Although, therefore, the great noblea 
hdd themselveiB ^oof from the confi 
deracy, yet many of them gave uneqi 
vocal signs of their dissent from 
policy adopted by government, ] 
quia Berghen wrote to the Ducheaibf 
reiigning hia posts, on the ground of 
hifl inability to execute the intenl^on 
of the King in the matter of religion. 
Mi'ghein replied to the same Hummons 




t&QtmuQfl fictir en Mre rap[K>rt i certi 
commiB qu'Ua appeUdy^tit audtteurs.** 
Pciiitui Puyen MS. liv. L 

' Pciatua Payan MS.—*' Entre aultivs ] 
le Bi&cnjtairs Von den Eaau, loqui;! abu 
de la primult/^ du Jtey B'" .,.-.. 
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bj a simikr Mter, EgKont assured 
ber that he would h&v& pliu:ed his 
offioea in ih« King's hjmds in Sp^n, 
oould he h^Ts foi^seen tlmt his Mor 
isty woold form such rosoliitions m 
had now been piodaimed. The eenti- 
m^te of Orange were iwowed in the 
letter to which we have alresnidy alludBd. 
Hia opinions were ahared by Montiguy, 
Ciileinbiirg, and many others. The 
Duoheis was alao almost roduoed to 
deq>eratioii. The condition of the 
oounttTj was fHghtfiil. The moat de- 
■tttmuDjed lojaliffto, such ^ BerkymoDi, 
VlgUus, and Hopper^ ftdrified her not 
to mention the name of inquisiiiun in 
a conference which ahe was obliged to 
hold with a deputation from Antwerp.' 
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painful ft podtion as EgmonL Hi^ 
miliary reputation and hia popularity 
miide him too important a personage 
to be alighted, yet he WiLs deeply mor- 
tified ftt the lEUnentabl^ miatake which 
ha hiid. committed. Ho now aveired 
that he wotdd ntver taSx arm^ agatnst 
the Kij}^, but that he would go where 
man should never eee hun more,* 

Such wa^ the condition of tlie nnblea, 
greater and less. That of the people 
could not weU be worse. Famine 
reigned in the l&mL^ Emigration, 
cauMd not by over-population^ but by 
persecution, waa feust weakening tho 
country^ It waa no wonder that not 
only foreign merchants should be scared 
from the great commercial cities by the 



She feared, all feared, to pronounce the approaching disorders, but that every 



f 



hated word. She wrote despairing 
letters to Philip, describing the ccndi- 
twm of the land and her own agony in 
Uie gloomiest colours* Since the arrival 
of the royal orders, she mid, things 
had gone from bad to wor»e. The 
Emg had been ill advii^ed. It was us@- 
leea to teU the people that the Inquisi- 
tion had always exiated in the pro- 
vinces. They oiaintained that it was 
a novelty; that the institution wau a. 
more ri^rous one than the Spanish 
Inquiaitionj which, 6aid Margaret, "waa 
moat odiouBj na the King koew." ^ It 
utterly impoaaible to carry the 
edieta into execution. K'early ^ the 
jfnYemors of provinces had told her 
tttainly that they would not help to 
bnni Mty or sixty thousand Nether- 
landers.^ Thus bitterly did Margaret 
of Parma bewail the royal deoree; not 
that she hofi any sympathy for the 
victimBj but becauae ahe felt the in- 
Greasing danf^er to tho executioner. 
One of two thinga it was now necea- 
saiy to ded.de upon, — concession or 
anp^ eompulsion, MeJintime, while 
Philip wm slowly and ^oretly making 
Ilia levies, his sieter, sm well m hia 
people^ waa on the rack. Of all the 
teigniora, not one was placed in so 

^ Cameapondanca de Philippe IX., 1 3S0, 

*Ibid. ilbitL 

• Ibid,. 391, 

' FiLfiqiiier d& la Barro, MS., Ivo. Corre- 



•Ibid, 



laucft do PbLUppc IL, I 391 



iudustrious artisan who could find the 
means of escape should seek refuge 
among strangers, wherever an agylum 
could be found. That asylum was 
afforded by Protestant England, who 
received these intelligent and unfor- 
tunate wandereis with oordiaHty, and 
learned with eagerness the lessons in 
mechanical skiM which they h^ ta 
teach. Already there were thirty 
thotiaond emigrant Hethe plant! er& ea- 
tablifihed in Sandwich, Norwich, and 
other places, assigned to them by Eliza- 
beth.^ It had always, however, b^en 
made a condition of the hberty granted 
to these foreigners for practising their 
handiwork, that each house should em- 
ploy at least one English apprentice.^ 
'* Thua/' said a Walloon historian^ 
splecetically, " by this regulation, and 
by means of heavy duties on foreign 
manufactures, have the Englieh built 
up their own fabrics and prohibited 
those of the Netherlands. Thus have 
they drawn over to their own country 
our skilful artisans to practise their in- 
dustryj not at home but abroad, and 
our poor people are losing the meaua 
of earning their UvelihoodL Thus haa 
doth' makings eUk-making^ and the art 
of dyeing declined iu this country, and 

^Bmma da Franco, MS. — "Et afliu de 
fidra ^DiiMae osa moititirs &i aftiflt.-^ en. 
Anglottmre, nul de ceulx qui w awt TOEir€a 
Jllecq ont pern fflira mestiers fiUta n'avoieiit 
nppraotias^ura Anglaia, un pour \q mtfiiiga*" 
-^L c iv. 



MO Thn Hue f>f tha 

vt<\\\\A hoTO Ixen i\\n\A tixtingtiidburl 

Tliii wrltor, whu (^'riv<'1l timi^t of bii 
iniitcH'klij iiliii liiii wliilom fi<iK>i thu 
ltn|]ifnfl of Uuutuc'iUii'r d'AiHoitlitvilltt^ 
cuLikl iirirtily dmibb thfit tliti |wrii«itni> 
tiuu tu wLiii'Ii tlicMa iiii|iiipiit)'ii>UN iirli' 
■atiA, wliofw Mtit)iirhi|3rM liui AifturLnd tfv 
il ' ' ' V " ■ . 1rd„ iniiNt hiwf* 

I ith llioir i*i|iu 

tl; =.! , . .:,. ... ,.:, .:.inilj to |U4{M'jt>l<l 

lb wliiiUy til tiiij mt»t^tvtSvii MVMttnti 
rttlnpU«l hy Kwgliiml. tig ([ji« hw fnl 
lowtnl Oil* opiiilsjii tif lib (»r«iiiii|jtnr. 
** h\t\' 1% lonjj^ (Itiii*/* i«aiil AuMnnlnvjIUs 
*' Ui«" N«il.lit«rlriinilM tirivii l»win Um finluiM 
ill Kti^flutiil ; /umI JVM lotij; niH Nlin hjvn 

II - :8i->u,,,l.. r ff , Tli«' KrritHiU 

< ' Krtrrt ivtul citiiii ; 

t ' Mfinn fiiirwOTvU-li 

uihl HjHhii bifH |>uimv« ot tbiP poojilw.**' 
\Vhati*vor tin* f^jiiiw, Kuwovt^r, tliocmr* 
rcitit of tniili* UTiH iiln^mly tnrriPiL TIio 
ikIoUi tnakkifj; of I'li^lLind wum ulrcFuiy 
Kiiltutig prept^mUuTinwo uvor thnt of tin? 
]U'ovijitH»ii. Vt'HiMvbi xiow wtuit flvury 
WiH'lt frrcdi Hi^tilIwIoIi to Aiitw*'rp, Ijiiluu 
with tMlk, mitiii, and uldth, ijiminhfjtt'' 
tuird In Kiigtafiil, whllr iin numy, liiii 
n frw yci^trM linfui v^ h'ul iMniiii 11 ii^ 
KkiiTiLitli frdii'kiM of thiT Nriitw imtitrit 
Iriiifi Antwtiin U\ h^uft^Uiid.^ 

It rnlgtit hi? Map|HiMi»il hy dtKhiiUt 
ruMttid judguN Uml ]mrHMi!nHiiii wam lib 
ih« bctttiiTit of thiM iiLiMiigi^ fu iiotDiiMirn:*, 
*\*\%m Fi'imm of OiJHigii oMMtiiftind ilmt 
tip to tlilM imriiMl lif^y Uioiimhiie^ pnixnim 
ill (Im^ priivinci'w hml Xnnm pnbirnkHitli 
ill iitHidiiuuio t<* Uiii odit^t^. Ho wii* a 
tiindivijitw umii, ttnd ftcioiiptoituMl to 
wnigh liiM wor<U, An ti «ow itiipilkv 
KjmI Ih?i>ii giv^fiu t<^ the nyitinn of 
lHd,(4ti*ry— mi it wjw now imtllc^iont.Jy 
iilrtiri tliid, '' if the frvthn liml iiheiAlktHl 
llii oi^riplfi vviUi a iif^iitii'gn, tlui noil huld 
a whip of m'iorpi(in« " "* - ^i- iHoUi 
WiM'O t^t ho ciiforfc-rrl *vnd 

vinmir^ it wFMi iiivtiiml M - n n 

aiiii [iicitinfai^turtiii iihould tiuiki* (jinii- 

a ■ of tiiHjm 

' ' "rvn.i,..] V*. ih> i']M4k|i[->H n.+ L. nua. 

» tiiid,, I miL!, 

• tJrrrwii V. Phllinb , AitihUM^ »io.» U. 81 
< A|Kiltmlv ti'UroiiRtt* 68. 
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mij^Lit be adc^^sil bjr ntti^hhtiuriui; n^ 
ticnn, 

A titiiv ntep hftd bi^an rMrtlvpil ni^m 
ciii']v in thu tijoiiiii of Miurcli by tl)» 
ooiifDrlorEiton A p^titJoiit rrf '* B*- 
qut-wt/' wiin drawn np, Avhirli \v«ii tn 
ln> priwrjntpd Ui thw 1 ►■ 
n fornix J maiim^r bv 
of gentJojiiou '•« ' 
Thii inuvoiiHiii! 
ly to ho folUmi 
rt^HiiUn, tbiit it 
iMtiMtiry for Utnt> 

Uikw nuniw pits I 

iwfoi'ft It WJW h M.. 

Pnni!«i hjid lu* \ 
nriy miutui why I 
iilhmt.iorij to pn 
hiifolt iUiUddi 
t*i tjontrol Mu« v 
whi» w«r« njiiviiiK ^. 
mid t» Uko frfiHi th 
muyh iw pofMiibk*^ tb- ' > 

tuoniu^u, 

For this end ji tm i 
frn' iiieiml puj'fvi- 
wrvi hold, ill th< 
Un^d w, (U id af tor wik\-- 
hbHiu*«trnAta*n. T*» i» 



Thnl 

nf Mir 

tjhjini<t o[ lUtt t'liiioH in 
hipi own innnoduilvi n 



lb hud hmg hn 
f<'iiipt?mt{^ imd 
Hbill puwihi«i, by win- 
conviildc*nii nu^jh^ b 
hrii* of puhpy V i 
mit I'tHmJrmi i\>- 
iinliiN of tUo Inn J, .1. 
th»i nouvowiilon t'f 11 
It \s'iw oAlnriil Mint h 

tn biin liojirt l^i huing 

ttiini wh«i wpr** In ti 
ftilil - 



I ^^f vnn, i Apgh^te U\>i«Uflt\ irti, »mt 
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'tiiif f'^iii hitii4rvlf tk* rtiUl )i*-.*A 

.A hi<|-ti4ifi.oi in Hi** ■■■♦••*» if 
,"' >*tii>^ l'«itl ^i^^iltl )i.trill/ 

V^.*fj\ >l. f^^1^^0i*t Mi A4rt.ll f.rtf 

.f flM-v l.ri4riiA>| IVn^lilA^lh h^/I 
^••.•VAI<!,V44, AlMtA^ III. ■UiViiMI|.--.A 
<.t<V« *!•■>». *)iA iA^fiflllKiiitt Vi'44 
A, •1' *A, .K^Mlti N WlTii Mi A f l*llilt»A«« 
'.t<IA\iiAlth lit *itA |.»iMiA«».i..yi »f 

. Irw-.r 1^14 Tli.i JVii.. A..f Or4ii,{n, 
t^ .vi4 ii<<^ -t^iA Ki. \,t\y\iii him 
i4irf-.i4'A4 b» Iii4 \*'4y if Mtiiibiittif. 

tWii\t p<ii'^>i.«««V4 if fch« lA«lv(llAr4 

»I»A v^-ifki .# Wirt ittiiyA I.iy-*! 

TK'Mi' iii>i-.iiM. •»•< «"»rA «■> /Irtti 

A-.»rtn III fhA A4>:/it«A|.it'i ■■■# J.liA 

Iiim4»lf. ■)t4'- liA if%\t i>. It 14 'lilt 7 

fl»A .ti>«..|A 4< 1 1 •!»<.% *.Af-i¥n f.hrt 

4. »lMt->-i|flt lin A»«« III.*. iy|i«.ien<I 
^•y-^«•vl•^•lKi..t| .f « lit. •'lA^f *t*t\ 

Irt |;<V|MA4A * Mai^Im-.I!) **4 *»< 
/ iliali|j;ii>«lth «li M*A ^.Ult if Mi.% 
l'-t)A4, -.tftttiitt ItA )iV •irti««ll|/.A<I 4I» 

*jit fiiA jri.<Ariii«>Attf., « trA44i.it 
«\Viip'. ><. . •Ar««'A Mtrt J>ii.i)tn44, 
twit \Vf\>-i.\M^\A ■*'^^JI^^^'H4\*" * Ha 
|t«f l.rt -.v ,11 It I Ky-vilc A\*Avy ■•ViA 

' hM4«i4, ii MtA K i>i){ w •«ii>i ^ir 

•1^ iViilt 4 -vm^.!^ ff Itnttifi'Ai] 

A n.-vltt*"' f>r4llt;.T '{••lAfl/ 

1 flti4 fr-i'VilrtiiK Ui»,;r-t4|if/«, l.^ 
; hiiti \*.^\i Ft.V 4<i..h « pr . 

,>il«l )rf\ tiM.rA .IliTt<Ml|>. f)t4lt ItA 

.. 'vtu\ ^htf )i.^ .•• .'.:/! 'kU. TiimI 
ii^\n .f ,jji»'w**. iF.v4|i*v>^'>iItf.y 
KhA >'4y{,iJ.'.»Kl-: I 

•«tn^*itt^ 4n}.ttri>.A«-1 tf. If. .-tv; 
I fVi'lf^il. 411/ ••4nfiil fA4**U. loif. 
•-•\M )»»•^«ll•l!•A1l>. •l|i'>|l MlA |*|F|i|i.rV^ 

■-Vft iii>]t{iii--itiK, ^« jv4)i.l,. *<!.! ill 

It^A •'.<• <<|i^.'.l .l|t.mHl, M»A l»V > 

4 pf *Ka -^.i.f«vUr4'<v4 i'.Y ^14 

■% 'v.1i^ii|»i^.{4fA«l |.*.V|ti<V4'. •.Vi4 
^llnrv]^ -tiiil /t4;>^-ii«ily ii*4<1a 
i\ttl l.« lit il4 ^<>«|A Mii^^lir.iii 

v| Iiiiii4<>.lf Milliner ir* It •-.•i(ii-Ai,> 
■•«nvrA. 4«hI i-4iitr.v| )tiii,4<-.ir n< 
llr..{4i fi »i..i.;^«^ .••.. :vi 

Hfin •.■/»i' .,..»,». .< j 

n4 n-«*^ '*••*• ■ r »••.»» !••«>■••;■ ■!••%•« ■' 

•IW, KAf> 4i UlMtt , '■■•, 4<)>'| }f •)> 



/.|>i4i^My »ifi»M AKA 4?/1a hi j^i'tVArArfi.i.fift 

K«rr^t.'.«tft V4AilUfln«l, 44 iHtiiAl. 4>»(ii4fy.n^ 
•lAihtiAr KhA I'tUir^ iMfV M»A r>'i>*.K^44 • 

M4r|^rAfl t4 r4^i«tA tfp44 «\4t.nrl iA 
tiAiF ^itiih/iil ''k|i«iit)iA^ t»A|FY» 4'«<<n 4f>nr 

f)«A4n /•nrvfi^^nrM-rf^4, 4f!>^^tilArl ti<.f.h \>f 

fu^it^jn 4Arl Itifiiii^fif., wttAii hhrt f: rti^tlL 
.f Sfi-4j<ltAA'i Aiif.Af'wl Mi A 4];i4^hiiAfif. 
Wif.h riiitAh {if At^ipitjtAiiiVt^ ^i« tinii^/i^ 

MiaA 4H |i>|Al>rlV4 fllAti ^H^f..VA MlA IflM^'l 

i.iiiirhh \itti iin^.y^%t\A^ \h '•y/lAy Mi^fi Ka 

l..:«;!tfc lil^kA 411 |tA{l«A^f'.«llh 46tli>^ll'l'--A 

inAitR Ma fhA^i 4f*hn/| Mt4li Ka ti4i| 

rnnni^rwt i6f..Viti4hii»fi f / •«♦ * |jiMrif.|A« 
>it4tfl '•n «')H<4n W tr^ Ka ^w.lilrl fAl/ It 
•••Af^f 4lfAA>.i. iVt A^A 4nt9*U^ i-.f M»A lviA|^. 

l«*iK wh'Mn ii4riiA )»A it4tf| {iViifiiiiMvl n«-,fl 

♦*• rAVA**! MiAfc « V»aV/ A<f!«^|i4ll'A r>i#i 
4jAr4r;y 'if h«\tnf.\^^ ^i^*} inf-^r\*^ h^l 
\.i\r\i\ f.iyittAil, I ••►♦It i^iMiiii 4*1*1 -.viFlixiilL 
M»A .VAf.KAVUiwU. hhrtfl fhAy )t4«l 4llF«Vt«|/ 

4 f..t-,A i.f Mtl^Ky li\»A Mm -^ 14411/1 MIA A, 

r.'.f 4iii| ti/iy4n, ^A4f}^ f.ty «nt.i.,ii, Mi4fk 

(^.liA^ tvA^A ^\tHMt ^^t rii4lrA 4 4ii/Maii in 

•44t*Ai. 4114-1 »>• j.liili^lAr >hA .v)m.Ia /rfilir* 

»y-,i, ••ii1a44 f^Ay inri^AA«li4f«t)y yA/iAis>Af| 
-* r>riti4l irfi/«iAn44w>y» tti AiidirA liliA^lly 
•f r^rti4r.iA<^i/iA, 4^ Mt*A, iviMiiit 4i4 /if 
4A\inii 'Uy4. rifKAAffi \t,»tvl\t^\ riiA^t HfU 

41*1114 .V »>lM MaITA FtlAir 4J^itMr4|l«.A }m, 

f..iA hA^ )fi^>iitA44* Tl*A4n ri«1iAiil<Oi4 
A«4|{irAV4ll(iiirt4 f«f Khn f^uMi \vai'<% iS*.!! 
riiiitn«l t/y K^t^M.tVtK. w)ii'i 4Mii.l Mi«ll ^A 
)t4tfl rAA»fi\'n/1 4i^itiU^ int>yi»i4''.i..ii ft^-.iti 
i.«^y4)*ft4 wh<i«A r>4#nA4 hA \<>44 ffll 4^ 
lilirirfy f«. rii>iiir.i>*«>, )>*ili t* rtii V(>)t<i4A 
4t^AAtAAVit4 )iA ^.«ritli'} 4ll»><itiff-'A Mi4^ 
4i*iAa |{{fA<b4l hiiiitnlfl iitii^tK lin r.4 |ii-./>j^| 
%>Ary .l4y IIa 4/k1.-i/} Mi4f MtAi-A vVAi-n 
tiit'itit/ Mia' A<»itfA/tAy4>.A4 im4Ii/ '«f\\.» 
■vi4tfAfI fi* i-.h4tt,^A t\tn,\t 4(<-.>(irni|fri. 41mI 
M»H*i MtA r-.hiA^I.4in4 41 h1 r.4i.tjftiii4 ■•I Kd^ 

■ ••.1t4pi^4^.y \VArA 4U 4{*}H»1lt>Jl«I ' 'I )iA 

44lltA l|.'«lilA|||4l'i 4l4'* Ul/I (•nl.iyA MlA 

.."MiM^il 4 i-i<*|fy ttf MiA /: •>»ti»yi-rtriii4A/ 
h)*A *i%yitt4 •! «vhii-.h f4i»t>««i4 -l.i^.'iitiAhf. 
«■>••■ .'iaI/ jii4^iri.i'l MiA A4ki-4r>4t^;4ith U^i 

y; l4i^A WiMl \Vlii<''lt it. )»4«1 >hV-.|| )tAi^4l/l 
r-J TI»A f>i|..||A44 A- 44 44>^.<ii|i1a4| 4^ 

fhA4n fVi1l»hilll|l<W4fi. 1^14 .*-t|A )i4i#l 4| 

i-.i4«ly i'A4mi\*ivl. \A»h iHTiili^ltl/ iM*f yA*. 
^■.4«]. 4 IrtM^y fi- pftt MiA \'t\**»^ tt f >t^i»^r* 
i'-*'i, <»ijiji'.AtiiAi,»-, II *ir't. 4>|i|. U>>'/,1 II 
.1. .-i 

' K •^'iiinn4 .^iMiftAiiiAitf^ UVI, 4i|ii /fiAf' a# 
..■' »4-ii ^".^y .r .f r4*iii4 I" t'l-iit^iyv (< / 
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would have \mesi. quite extitigmf^ed 
mxt bj our wiae counteTvaiLiag edicts."^ 
Tlie writer, who deriTed mo^ of hiB 
iDAtariala and his wisdooi 6*0111 ih» 
pa^pers of CoimcLlIor d'ABBonieTiUe, 
CQuJd bardlT doubt that the penocu- 
tioa to wbjcb these mdustnotifl arti- 
Bsofl, wh«>&e sufiermgii ha affected to 
deplore^ had been subjected, muet have 
had something to do with their expa- 
tmtion; but he preferred to asorihe 
it wholly to the protective ajstem 
adiipt«d b}^ England. In this he fol- 
lowed the opinioti of hia preceptor. 
'' For A ioDg: time," said ABsonleviHe^ 
**^ the Ketheriandi have been the Indies 
to Euglaiid; and aa long ag ohe hafi 
tbera, ahe needs no other. The French 
try to anprlfie our fortresaes and cities : 
the Erigliah make war upon our wealth 
and upon the ptireea of the people/^ ^ 
W haterefT the OAUtSt however, the car- 
teni of trade was ohready turned. The 
oloth'toaking of Etigland wba abeadj 
gBining prepLfnderEiniie over that of the 
provinces. Veasftla now went every 
wBe¥ from Sandwich to Antwerp, laden 
with Bilk, Batiii| and doth^ manufaO' 
tured in EBgknd^ while as many, but 
a few ' years before, had borne the 
Flemish fabrics of the same nature 
from Antwerp to England.^ 

It might be supposed by diaiute- 
Tml&d judges that peraecution was at 
the bottom of this chknge^ in commerce. 
The Prince of Orange o^mated that 
up to this period fifty thousand p^raous 
in the provinces had beea put to death 
in obedience to the edicts,^ He was a 
moderate man, aud at'cuBtomed to 
weigh his worda. Ajb a new impulse 
had been given to the Hyatem of 
butohery^a^ it waa now sufficieutly 
piaia that " if the father had chastused 
his people with a scom'ge^ the son held 
a whip of scorpioEis " *— as the edicts 
were to be enforced with renewed 
vigour — it was uatural that commerue 
aud mMLufactures should make their 
eijcape out of a doomed hmd as buou 
m puflflible, whatciver system of tariffa 
1 Itenom dtf Fr.kuca» MS., ubi sup, 
« C'uri^iipoiickLncB de Philippe IL» L 382, 

* TbiA, L 80^ 

*GFQffli V, Priiiat , ArohlTes, etc., 11. 3fi. 

* Apologia d'Oraug^ &B, 
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might be adt^ted by ne^hbourmg ua- 
tiona. 

A new step had been resolved upon 
early in the m,ODth of March hj tl^ 
confederates. A petition, or " He- 
quest," was drawn up, which was to 
be presented to the Dnchesa Regent in 
a formal miumer by a Urge number 
of gentlemen betunging to the leigue. 
This movement was so grave^ and like^ 
ly to be followed by such formidable 
ne^ts, that it seemed absolutely n^ 
oegsary for Orange and his frieuds to 
take some previoui cogukanee of It 
beiore it wzia finally , arranged. The 
Prince had no power^ nc<r waa thoiii 
any reason why he should hav^ the i 
clination^ to prevent the meoflure, bu 
he felt it his duty to do what he con 
to control the vehemence off the meal 
who were moving so rashly forward, 
find to take from their manifesto, a« 
mueh aa poaaible, the charactier of a 
menaee. 

For this endj a meeting, ostensible 
for sijcial purpoaes and " good cheer j[ 
was held, in the middle of March, a 
Breda, and afterwards adjourned 
Hoogstmaten. To these coDferanc 
Orange invited Egmont, Honi, J 
htraaten, Beighen, Meg^em^ I' 
and other great noblea. Bri 
TholoussT Boxtel, and other membeQ 
of the league, were alao present.* Th 
object of the Prince in thus asaemb 
his own immediate aasoctatHS, gorer* ^ 
DOTS of provinces, and knigbti of the" 
Fleece, rs well as aome of the kadii^g 
members of the league, wan twofold. 
It had long been lus opinion that a 
temperate and loyal movement was 
still possible, by wmch the impeEnding 
convulsions might be aTOrted- The 
line of pabcy whiob be had marked 
out required the assent of the mag* 
nates of the land, and looked towaJids 
the convocation of tho states-genenL 
It was tiatural that he should indulgs 
in the hope of being seconded by 1 ' 
men who were in the same poliMei 
and social st ation with him^elE. 

9 GmGn V, Prinst., Archives, ot£,, il. 
frqq. Co^irGspDiidance de Philippe II, , j, S 
m^, Stiy. F<vppeiiH, iiiiippletiiuuc, L 78^ 
(l^'inooda d'Egniontj, — €oDiptira Eteutivng'lr^ 
li. 27; WnguuMir, vL Mi, 194; Vtviidar ha 
aua, sqq. I Apologie dOiaug^ &d, sqq. 
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dthotigli Catholic, hated tbd rDqAiL)!- 

^iL A^ Yiglius piithetitiallj ezclium- 

Bamt Paul Mniself wouJd h^ve 

'boea tiimbld to perauads the^s ni^n 

tl^ guod ^^t was to be gathered 

from the Inquisitiu^ in the yauae of 

rdj^oa."^ Saint Paul could hardlj 

he expected to reappear on earth for 

such a purpose. Meantimej the argu- 

mentB of the learned President bml 

proved powerlewj either to convince 

the nobles that the institiutioti wa» 

kudiible» or to obtain frani the Duohees 

& poBtponement in the publication of 

tkj^ late deoreea. The Prince of Orange, 

howe-^er^ wan not ftble to bring Mb 

. usual aamMilatee to hi^ wa^r of thinking. 

^H The Tioient purposifl of the lengtters 

^B excited the wrath of the more loyal 

^Kmoblea. Their intentions wore so dan- 

^Hgernus^ even io the estimation of the 

^H Prmce bimaelf, th^t he felt it his duty 

to lay the whole subject Ijefore the 

Uucbes90^ although ho wae not opposed 

to the preaBntatton of a niudetit tmd 

CKwdetate Requofit.'' Mcghem was ejt- 

qesdvely indignant at the plan of tbs 

OMifederatea, which he pronoonced an 

insult to the government^ a fcroaaon- 

able attempt to overawe ^e Duchess, 

bya ** few wretchHl vagabondfl/"^ He 

swore tlmt " he would break eveiy one 

tjf their beadfl, if the King would fur- 

him with a couple of hundred 

id florins,'* ■* Orange quietly 

ed this truculent langtwige, by 

muring Mm hoih thwt such & pfo- 

ea» would be more difficult than he 

tbtnigbt, and that he would olm find 

mmy men of great reHjjectiabiiity 

amotig the vagabondB. 

The meeting separated at Hoog- 

ittaaten without any ueeful result^ hut 

it WD« now incumbent upon the Prince, 

m hh owii judgment, to watch, and in 

ft meu^ufe to superintend, the pro- 

c«edin^3 of the confederates. By his 

eape the contemplated Hequest waa 

ch altered, and eapeciaUy made 

gentle in its tone, Meghem 

jted buoiielf thenoeforth entirely 

<Tntng e. and mngwl hiniaelf ex- 

*Vi ■' .M:rum, it6&. 

* V .. Panel niibtiltineB." 

'Hoppor^ lieo. et Moni., (il>, aqq. Fop- 
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clust vely npan the aide of government, 
Egmont vacillated, na uaual^ satisfying 
neither the Prince nor the Duchesg»* 

Mai^ret of Parma was seated in 
her couuGil-chamber very soon after 
these occurrencefif attended both by 
OrftQge and Egmont, when the Count 
<!f Meghem entered the aparttnent 
With much precipitation^ he bejgged 
that all matters then before the board 
might be postponed^ in order that ho 
might make a^i important announce* 
ment. He then stated that he had 
received information from a gentle* 
man on whooe woni he could rely — -a, 
very affeotionate ^servant of the King, 
but trhoHe nsme he had promised not 
to reveal^ — that a very extensive con- 
spiracy iyi heretics and Sectaries had 
been formed, both within and without 
the Netherlandia; that they bad already 
a force of thirty-five thousand men, 
f ocit and horse, ready for action ; that 
they were about to make a sudden in- 
vasion, and to plunder the whole coun- 
try, unless they immediately received 
a formal concesdiOTi of entire liberty 
of conscience; and that, within six or 
seven days, fifteen hundred men^t^ 
arms would make their appearance be- 
fore her Highness,' These rhiiculouB 
exaggerations of the truth were con- 
firmed by Egmont, who afiid that he 
had reoaived similar information from 
persons who»e names he waa not at 
liberty to mention^ but from whoae 
statements he could announce that 
»ome great tumult might be estpectcd 
every day. He added that there wei-o 
among the" oonfederatea many who 
wished to change their Bovereign, and 
that the chieftains and captains of the 
conspiracy were all appointed.^ The 
same nobleman also laid before the 
council a copy of the Compromlfle,' 
the terras of which famous dociiment 
tjcarcely justified the e,Ttravagant lan- 
guage with which it had been herald- 
ed. The Duchess was astounded at 
these communicationa. She had al- 
ready received, but probably not yet 
read, a letter from the Prince o f Orange 

pen*, iiuppl6mouti ii 203, sqq. Htiofd^ 11^ 
71. n, 

' FopiMsni^ 3impI£mont, 2Q3, aqq. (LeUio- 
of Mai^^diiit of FBtmH to FlOliiipo IE*) 



^y^m iim fiubj«Gt, in vfkidi m aiodetiie 
and tilagiiirf«fcwififfc of tlieagtmi facte 
Wttt Itid dnni« vliic^ via novr i«iie- 
laiiid bjr tluB Miae ^mmmM^ hf wofd 
«f DKitttJL^ Aa 4#ttttttil and ineoD- 

«Mrcr, It wifBcMttlljr 4fipMt«4 ^ ^^ 

ur I ' i rij^ must b« dotie without 

iv^^ Thd time bitd ajTiTed 

f*rf ' rj"r k'j '^'?«>tn«ttt t© tftltfi up anoA 

Jn 0DJ9 of tli« infamuJ mocrfcmgR of 
(wuii^-'illyni, now hvid alcaofft claUy, oit 
tli« Miibjtict of tlia iixij^nding KoqueHt^ 
Ar^mtxTrg, Mcghem, and BerlAyoac^nl, 
inAiiit*iai»d tlirit Uio dt^or tibould be 
iltut in ttm fiico of tUti putitiQoertr 
wltJj'mt iaklng m\y invthes nottoe of 
tUf] iitititiiin. Xlatlayumnt luggdited, 
aUo, (iliAt if tihk utMifjtti Wdr« not f{>und 
j:iiiviM»ibUi, Uio ticix,t buMt thing would 
bit io filluw tttn tiuolijidtirattiei to ^nier 
i\\n fMkkr^ii wJUi tliBir Boquwtj and 
iJjuii t^i mil, thiini itt fn<^ce« to tbe very 
\ni,t iiijiji, It^ MRiJUM of trOAi>tt to be 
liatih4idiuLtt]y onlijruti from thtt froti- 
tkiitn.^ Hik4iU liiUiKuiriarv projdot& w^re 
kidi^MifmUy n^bnltud by Orjuvge* He 
maJtiUutUMl tluit tilt) QonftulnrntQi were 
uniitlmi til be ir«nik>d witb reffpect^ 
Miiny tif thorn, bu Ai^id, wfitre hits 
fjiontW — iionui of Uiem UU falitionif — 
nuil ilu*rv WM ijo T<?«Mun for i't?fufling, 
til gtmtJpmon of tht^ir iwnkj fk right 
vvhluli \K3liJingyd to the poorest ple- 
ImiIiui ill tho Jjuul. Kgirioiit nutitaiD^ 
tb^wtf vimvn of tJio fVuiii^ oa cwii-Qotitlj 
jvt \\M hibii i>u » prtfviimH occjqiiiion ap- 
pOiUiHl to eouiikviauiiJti tho mora vio- 
bid I ^^■1l1lrft■]s of Me(^hit»in«' 

nM it was obvious that 
\l> iti HI, on tho part of the 

I- '^>n about to b« made, 

\\ [i«d a grand aBsetn- 

|.; ' ' t only all 

tl s, but all 

tl- ,..^..„. - . ;ht>Fi€^c?<r 

w . t»u the 2Sth of 

M ■!>]v AVTV^ hi^fri, ^t 
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Iirib «abject of the Be- 
bir wiijv ihs propoeed 
of tlie Q^idfl wad AboH' 
tioii of tiifi Inqirasiifra, waa dikotisied. 
Thft DudiMi abo raqtHabed tiie ad- 
irice ol tlie meeliD^ wnetlicr it wtitdd 
£iot be heA for her to tetire to eome 
other citf; likfi Mods^ which ehe bad 
flelected ah her fit2x»3^o]d in caaa of 
extreniiij. Tlie dedfidon was, that it 
would be & h^^ianded proceeding to 
Rfuae the ri^t of partition to & bodj 
of geotlciiient many of them related to 
the greatest nobl^ in ihs land; but it 
was reaolTed that they ihouM be re- 
quined to ma^e their appeamn^e with* 
out arouL Aa to the contemplated 
flight of the Xhichess* it waa urged, 
with much reason, that stich a step 
would cast di^rafOe upon the govern- 
utent, and that it would be a aufficient- 
ly precautiouajy measure Ut atreugtbeu 
the guards at tbe city gates- — not 
prevent the entrance of the petition 
era, but to see that they were unao-" 
companied by an armed force. 

It hsA been decided that Count 
Bredit^rode should present the petition 
to the Ducbees at the head of a depu- 
tation of about three hundr<?d gentle- 
men. The character of the nobleman 
tiiUfl pli^ced foremost on auch an im- 
portant oecaslon baa beon aufficiently 
made maniftiai. He hnd no qualitiea 
wbateirer but birth and audacity ta 
reoommend him oa a leader for a poli* 
tical party. It was to be seen that 
other attributea were neceeaary to 
make a man u^ful in auch a position, 
and the Count e defieienctea soon be- 
came lamentably oonspicaoua. He 
was the lineal descendant and repre- 
Bentative of tbe old So?ere%n Counts 
of HoBuid Five hundred ye^ra * ~ 
fore hk birth, his anoeator Sikktij 
lounger brother of Dirk the Th 
had ditjdi kaving two ac^ns^ one 
whom was the firvt Baron of Bred^ 
rode.* A dea^mt of fiTe centuriee \^ 
unbroken mala gQcces8ii>Tt from 
di fvena^ que 7o» ispM vwoLr dm 
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f edg^nal BGvereignfl of Hollund, gave 

^ Mm m betler genealogical claim to the 
prDYmc«fl th&D &nj which Philip of 
8|iaiii could asaert through the usurps 
Ing house of Burgundy. In the &p* 
proBclmig tumulta he hoped for nn 
Dpparinmty of again aaaerting the 
ancient honours of hiij n^ima He was 
a awom foe to Spaniaitis and to 
** Wilier of the fooutaiti/** But a 

I ahori tinie preyiously to this epoch he 
had written to Louies of Niustjau, tbf?^n 
Jjmg ill of a fever, in order gravely 
to remonstiiLte with him on the neo«a* 
mtj of substituting wiue for water on 
all occasloiui,* and it will be fleen iu 
the soqufl] th&t the wine-cup woa the 
grast instniment on which he reJIed 
for ejecting the deliverance of the 
country. Although " neither bache- 
lor nor dumcellor,"* oa be expressed 
it, he waa iupposed to be endowed 
with ready eloq^uence and mother 
mt* Evem theee giftt, however^ if 
he pouesiied them, wera offcen found 
vsDtifig on important emec^genciea. 
Of hie coiira^ there waa no quetrtaouj 
but be waa not destined to the death 
either of a wanior or a martyt. 
HeadloDg, noi^, debauched, but 
hrave, kind-hearted, and generous, be 
was a fitting representative of his an- 
cBstopi, tlie brird-%hting, hard-drink- 
ing, omaading, &ee-bootiDg sovertigna 
of HolUuid and Friealand, and would 
himself have been more at home and 
more useful in the elerventh century 

I than in the sixteenth. 

It was about aix o'clock in the even- 
ing, on the third dAj of April 0^6(1)^ 
that the long-expected cavalc^e at Ji^ 
entered Bruesek.* An immenae con 
ODUne of citizens of all ranka thronged 
around the noble confederatea a& soon 

' M ihey made tbeir appearance. They 
were about two hundred in number, 

^ all on horseboekj with pietola in tJieir 

^ httlB^ra.^and B r^rode, tall , athletic, 
J Dtfies v. Prinst* ArcbivoB, efi~ if S&T. 
»lbld. " Ibid., ii. 95. 

I * ** lEigen^ ¥erbcdrum fkctorumque Huda- 

t t'Bor, ii. 58. ^cppeiiB, SuppIjIniMmt^ li. 
Y asT^ Co rrEftpqdidjmc© de FhUippe II, , L 4M- 

> *'' Uf is ^weeab eon m&n van latiji^ wta^ 
, ret fotUMftig vau juiugeflicht, mot bloiidgu- 
Itruil hau-j wel ^mackt van l^f sa voa lectsn 



Brederode ai BruMsds^ 
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and martiid m hla beartng^ with hond- 
srime features and f^r <^urling locks 
upon his shoulders, seemed an appro- 
priate chieftian for that band of E^to- 
vian chivalry." The proceaaion waa 
greeted with frequeut demonstrationa 
of applauae aa it wheeled slowly 
through the city tHl it reached the 
majiHion of Orange Nasflau. Here 
Brederode and Count Louis aiigbted, 
while the rest of the company dis- 
persed to di^erent f^uarters of the 
town, 

" They thought that I should not 
come to BrUBsela/' said Bretlerode^ aa 
be diMnounted. *' Very well, here I 
am ; and perhitpB I shall depart in a 
I diSerent munner/'^ In the course of 
the next day, Counts Culemburg and 
Van den Berg entered the city with 
one hundred other cavaliers. 

On the morning of the iitb of April, 
the eonfederate* were aaaembled at 
the Culemburg manuon, whlob stood 
on the sqnaro called the Sablon^^ 
within a few minutes' walk of the 
palaoe. A etrnight baudsomd street 
led from the house along the summit 
of the hill^ to the splendid residence 
of the ancient Dukes of Brabaot, then 
the abode of Duob^s Mat^garet At 
a little before noon, the gentlemen 
came forth, marching on foot, two by 
two, to the number of three hundred. ' 
Nearly all were young, many of them 
bore the most andent bistoricid names 
of their country, every one was ar- 
rayed in magnificent costume.^ It 
wELi regarded as ominous that the man 
who led the procesaion, Philip de 
Baiileul, was lame. The line was 
closed by Brederode and Count Louia^ 
who came last, walking arm in arm. 
An imnienae crowd waa collected in 
the square in front of the palace, to 
welcome the men who were looked 
upon as the deliverers of the land 
from Bpanlah tyranny, from the car- 
^-~ ont vert SflCjit en kiock tw wapoaaoch,** 
ma., eto,— Bor» hi. ICiib. 

t •* £h hioti, j'y Huia, eb j'en sortiml d'iuttt 
BAitnu tDHbietu, peut-Stm." — CorroepditidiUKKt 
d& PkiUppe IJ ., ii. 403-404. 

^ TLc aito of tb(} Cul^mbuT? mauiiaii wh 
affcerwarcLa ocoupiod by the ciiursh of tlie 
" Civttnos dirfK'hauasea/J upon the niitiB of 
^hich a *' nLaificn da dHtunEioii " hoa naau. 

* Fbatuft FayoQ^ ii, WA. 
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dtiiajisti, imd from the Inquieitiozi. 
TUej were received with dei^eQing 
huJEsae and dappiDgii of handfl hj tho 
iaeimbled popiLbce. As they entered 
tbe (sounoU^bamberf paaaing through 
tlue gresLt haJH, where tea years before 
Ihe Ecjperor had given away hia 
crown B J they found the Emperor'e 
d^tjgbter seated in the chair of ^tate, 
and cuiTOunded by the higbeet per- 
Bonages of the eountry. The emotion 
of the Ducheee was evident^ aa tke< 
proceBHion fiomewbat abniptly made 
its appearance; Dor waa her ogitntiotl 
diminti^^ aa Abe obserred ajaong the 
petitioners jnanj relatiTea and rei- 
taitiera of the Oraiige and Egmont 
byusea, <uid aaw frigidly glan<;es of 
rocognitiofi exGhauged between them 
mid their chiefs.^ 

Aa goon 2us all ha^l entered the 
eenate-roomTBrederofle advanced^ made 
a low obeisanoe, and epKike a brief 
speech.^ He said that he had come 
thither with Ma oolleHgnes to preaent 
an humble petition to her Higbneaa. 
He allnded to the reporU which hssd 
been riie, t\mi they had contemplated 
tumult, aiidition, foreign coaBpirociea, 
and, what was more abomifiable than 
allj a change of eovereign. He de- 
nmmeed such ^^tementa aacalumnieS;, 
begged the Duchess to name the men 
who had thus aspersed an honourable 
and loyal company., and called upon 
her to inflict exemplary punishment 
tipon the fllanderere. With tliese 
prefatory romarks he presented ^le 
petition. The famoua document waa 
then reoti aloud. ^ Its tone was suM- 
ciently loyal, particularly in the 
preamble, which was filled with pro* 
testations of devotion to both King 
and Diicbeaa, After thi« oonventional 
introduction, howerer, the petitioners 
proceeded to vtatet very plainly, that 
the recent reaolutiomi of his Majeetyj 
\sith regard to the edicts and the In- 
qiJaition, were likely to produoe a 
general retbelllon. They had hoped, 

V AcjcordJng io TlgtiuB, be rmi<itti&H«sBch; 
'*ea: BcriptQ imuca pr^fiiXiiB/' — Ep, a^ Hop- 
per, vll. 3&«. 

* It liQA bean often printed^ Tide ** ff., 
Groen v. prin«t,, Arthlvoa, ii. 8D«i4. Ftvp* 
ridtu!, Buppt^mout, IL aUHJlia. Bon ii. ^, 
W, at muli aL 
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they gaid^ th^t a moTemflot iKould be 
made by the tta^faon or hf the. 
eatateif to remedy tike evil by atiik 
at ita canie, but they had waited 
vain. The danger, on the otber hand^l 
wm augmenting every day, univei^ | 
sedition waa at the gate, and the^ 1 
therefore f^ oUjged to delaj no 
longer, but come forward th^ ficst and 
do their duty. They irrofesied to do 
thk with more &eedofn, because the 
danger touiched them very nearly. 
They w«re tbe moat exposed to the 
cala^tiflis which naually spring from 
civil commotion, for their housea tmd 
landsi situate in the open fields, were 
expoiaed to the pillage of all tJie world, 
Moreover there was not one of them, 
whatever hk condition, wbo was not 
LiaUe at any moment to be executed 
under the edieta, at the falae oom- 
plaint of th& first man who wanted to 
obtain hia estate, and who ehoee to de-_ 
neunce him to tho inquiaitor, 
whose mercy were the Uvea aiid 
perty of alt Tbey therefore 
the Diicheaa E^ont to despat^ih 
envoy on their behalf, who ahould*' 
hiimbly imploM his Hajeaty to aboliah 
the edicts. In the meantime they re- 
quested her Highness to oider a 
^ general surceaae of the Inquiaition^ 
and of all ejteeutaons, until the King*! ~ 
fu4Uier pleaaure waa made known, and 
nntil new ordinances, mnl ^ — * i^ 
Majefity with advice and i| 

the etateiipgenerai duly 
should be established. The ] 
terminated tia it had comme 
expressiona of eidreme respect 
devoted loyalty. 

The agitation of Dii ^ -^ ^^.rp^ret 
increased verypercej'! •: ihe 

reading of the paper . i li- wa 

inished, she remained for a 
minuies quite dlent, with tears j 
down her cheeks.* As aoon 
could overcome her ercitomoTi 
uttered a few worda to the effeii 
she would adviae with ber eon 

1 pouiaii Payea, il., MB. 

* Madamti la Duoh«ue b6 trouTa ds latu 

fjMio fort tnoublfie {fimiennn. bortoe Mf " 

de tdcopfi 94iisdkTe n v.mLoOuti 

les laTmea qtic l\>r> ; r tUtam t 

le&moigna^ oertiu. : 'i<5a«f qV« 

iiuroiti»iwieii|irit.*'— Feutus Jr'aj'ea, ti.. 
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i sad. give the p^fiti^na:^ suck an^iver 

i§ dhonJd ha found suitable. The 

caofederMee then paased out from the 

OQimciJliHchAinbar into the grAod liaJi ; 

eadi ladiriduali as he took hia de- 

putuTQ, odTanciitgtowards the Duchess 

aod makiiig what was called the " air 

raoole/' in token of revei-etica There 

waa thus ample titn6 to eoutemplatQ 

the whcle company, and to count the 

DumbcTH of the deputation.^ 

AffcPT thi^ ceremony hod been con* 

^uded, there wod mtic^h etynest de- 
bute in the oounoil. The Prince of 

Omoge addressed a few worcla to the 

Duch^, with the view of catmiDg her 
I irritatlcsL He obesrred that ^a ooq- 
' ledertttea were no sediticniB i^bela^ but 

kyaJ gentlemen, well-bcun, well-eon- 

n^tedr and of honourable char^^ter. 

They bad been influenoBd, he aaid^ by 

an honest desire to save their eountry 

from impending danger — oothj-^aTaric* 

or ambitiocL. E|y;mont shrugged his 

ilioulde^ra/ and observed th&t it wiys 

aeflcnwiy for him to l^ve the coy.rt 

lor a wenmmt m. order to make a Timt 

to the t^ths of Ais, for an inflmnma- 

tioffl which he had m the leg.^ It wm^ 

tken that Berlaymont, acoordiog to 

tiie aooount which haa been sanc- 

Ikmed by nearly every contempomrj 

writers whether Catholic or PitJteetant, 

tittered the gibe which waa d«atined 

to become immortal, and to gi^e a 

pgpal&r n&me to the confederacy. 

"What, Madam ! " he is reported to 

^ve cried in a pasejon^ "is it poasible „,^ .^ - 

tlui youj- highnefls can entertain fears ' '* Look, I pray you, with what bravado 

of these begganaf (gueux). Is it not they are pafmiog before ua J "^ 



obvioufi what manner of m^n they 
are? They have not had wiadom 
enough to manage their own estates, 
and are they now to Ut&ch the King 
and your Highneia how to govern the 
eountry ? By ^e living God, if my 
advice were taken, their petittoti 
should have a eudgel f r>r a commen- 
tary^ and we would muke them go 
down the £teps of the (lahu^ a great 
deal faator than tha^ mountad 
them." * 

The Count of M^ghem wan equally 
violent in }ns language^ Ajemberg 
WEta for ordering '" their rcperencet, the 
oonfederatesj" to quit Bnisiela with- 
out delay.' The oonvenation, carried 
on in so violent a key, might cot un- 
naturally have been heard by euch of 
the gentlemen ae had not yet left the 
grand hall adjoining the council - 
chamber. The meeting vi the coimcil 
waa then adjoiimed for an hour or two, 
to meet again in the afternoon,, for 
the purpose of deciding deliberately 
upon the answer to be givien to the 
Request. Meanwhile, many of the 
oonfederates were swaggering ttbout 
the fltre5t&, talking very bravcsly of the 
scene which had just occTirred, and it 
is probable, boasting not a little of 
the effect which their demonstration 
would produce." Ae they passed by 
the house of Borlaymont. that noble- 
man, standing at his window in com- 
pany with Count Aremberg, ia said to 
have repeated his jest. ** There go 
our fine beggars again," said he. 



* **TauTnoTanB ot AiUazis la carftcolo devaut 
Jachto DflMie." etc— Pontuii PayonH. M3. 

• '* En hauBsaTit les vptmlm & ritalienno,'* 
fte.— Fontua l*ayeii Ma. 

»rbi<L — Ccjinparf) Foppoca, Bupplimoot^ 
it 34d. and 1. flS, 

* *' L© 9. de BkjrliiyTiiaDt pronnn^a par 

C(itilld§Te£ £t camoient. Maiatne, votro 

Alteee at die ctAinLe de cea giioujt ! Par 

Ib iHeu vjTFtnt, qai tiroira.it moo catiBBil l«ur 

Beqtiestfl Aefult ii|]poKtlllee i b^Uca^ bafl- 

I toQUAdfifl, et Ics fcnoRft doeoendro loa depHis 

\ da ]a Gourt plua Titttement qu'ils l^ out 

wmtes **— Pontufl Pay en, it, MS* 

•PemtOB Fsyea, il., MS. 

• " 4U<irQ]»t tiiiina la piafTo p.Tir la vSllc ^ 

TOparti* tin dWers^s bAades^" etc— P(mtU4 



f •' VoUa ncaboauE ijiioiix," diet-il, " Ke- 
gflrdjftBt jo Toua prie, aveu queUs bmTjidQ ila 
pjiiieiaut devjuit ikhib."— Pontus Payiin, ii., 

NdtwitbEtikiidiiiR: ths ficoptidnn of M. 
Oochard (Kofce sur Furiq^ie du uom do 
Gtwux ; tv xiiL de»Bu)ktlnB de In Com. Roy 
d'Hifltoiro), it ia probable that the SaiEtifini' 
de liOTlftTmnnt will i^toin tlio reputation of 
originating the famons name? of thfi ** beg- 
garfl." M. Gacbant cites WeBembecfc, Bor, 
La Petit, Mcteran, iiiuGiig c»iiii}miM>niri^^ 
and Strada and Vantier Vynckt among later 
writum. aa haviu^ AoiiDtiancd tbo anecdctie 
in wbieh the taunt of Betlaymoiit is v^ 
oordod. Tha learned a.nd auute critic U 
diApaeed to question the acctiracy of tbe nj- 
port» both npon ^ pHon grounds, and be- 
^xiaa ^bere b no mentian mado of the 
druumatanoQ either in the official or ijoufi- 



256 The Rise of the 

On tbe 6th of April, Bped«rtxiO| 
attended by a large number of his 
(^impanioiiSj ng^in mnd^ his appear- 
ance at th« pal^^i^. He thsn received 
thfi petttion^ which iff£ta rehiraed ks 
him with an Apoatilie or uommeataTj 
to thia effect: — Her Highness would 
despatch au envoy fcr the purpose of 
inducing his Majesty to grout thgi Re- 
Questv Evei^tbiiig worthy of the 
Kind's unaffeotod (naive) and cuBtom- 
aiy Denlgnity might be expected as to 
the result. The Dneheaa had alrei^y, 
with the aiafiietiinee of the state and 
privy councillora, Icmghts of the Fleece 
and gtivertkorB^ eamiiieiicod a project 
for moderating the edicts to be laid 
before the King, As her authority 
did not allow her to suspend the In- 
quisition and placardji, she waa con- 
iMetit that the petitioners would be 
aatisHed with the apedal application 
aUtnit to be tnade to the King. Mean- 
tuLit^, ahe would give orders to all in- 
qukttora^ that they should proceed 
** miwloatly and discreetly " in their 
ciffivfi't lii^ that no one would have cause 
to aoiiipliiin* Her Highness hoped 
1ik(»ube that th© gentlemea on their 
part wo\ild conduct tbemselveg In a 
foyal fcad wtiaboU^ry manner; thus 
pforill^ ^at thty had no intention to 
mnlie mnovationa in the ancient re- 
hgitm of the country.* 

Uptiu the neit day but one, Mon- 
day, Hth of April, Brederode, attended 

<!lifiitiMt ix^imsjiiioiidence of Duchess Margaret 
witti Uie King It is poaaibie» howBTfiTi th^X 
ibe li>ui^hea« mhm .^tatlon did uot catch 
tti9 oxprc^ob cif BgriojiDDutt or did not 
uudw«rand lt> m djd ncii think it wo^li 
nfttilf tm fhri^itida it, if aha did. It luqst be 
rill. hat she wai bftnslf nm very 

{,. 'm Fttmub liisigiuaQ^^ and that 

mV.- : to • Dfcjio who thought that 

*' \ t faifflia kind of k*ufe/' She 

<N ' t Htd aoold not nport st«i^^^ 

bii> ' u tJiat tii«tiiot»blfl oDcaxkin^ 

Uoa Lfkc ^inc'r baiuL bdida oI tha thFM htvur^ 
dnid gentlrava pr«Mat tdi^l haf a hacird 
MMt undMklood befetir tbaa Msdatna de 
Fcu'tua \ik» «iu%'«yaiv uT Jlli« Biiaiic« inuiiatfv^ 
wlbictliei- it vrvrv uttur^d uptm tbcar Arrival 
tu thr(-xntt:i.41 '.'h?ir';Tlx'r^i^rduriiv|E Uadr wilb* 
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by a number of the (M^edefateSj qgain 
nmde hie appearance at the pohiHse^ for 
the purjiOBe of delivenng an anewer to 
the Apoatille. In tbiii aecond pap«r 
the ei;»nfederatea rendered thaoika for 
the prompt reply which the Duchesa 
had given to their Request^ expre^^iod 
regrete that she did not feel at liberty to 
Buspend the InquiBition, and declared 
their confidence t^at she wotdd at 
once give such orders to the Inquiai* 
tore and ma^etratea that prosecutiona 
for religious mattefs ehould cea«e, 
until the King's further pleoiure 
should be declared. They profeaaed 
themselves dcairoue of maintaiiiiDg 
whatever regulationa ^ould be ibert 
after established by his Majeety, 
the advioe and oon^aent of the atatea- ' 
general, for the Bscurity of the ancient 
religioDi and pr^mirad to condnct 
themaelTeB generallj in auch wise th&t 
her HJ^bneaa wonid hAve every reaaon 
to be eatiahed with them. Tbey, more- 
overj requested that the Duchess would 
cause the petition to be printed hi 
authentic form by the goyeimmeat 
printer*" 

The admission that the ooofeda' 
rates would maintain the andcnt re- 
ligion had been obtained^ m Mor^g&ret 
infonned her brother, through the 
dearteioiua management of Hoogstraa- 
ten, without euapicion on the part of 
the petitioiiera that the propoaition 
for sueh a dedajatioii came from her.' 
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rospoctv It ia to tw obsiffli'ed, too, that thii 
nuuiuacrfiit aUudGB to a rti*iEtitiim hj Bffriay* 
moat Ot his &niooB eiiraafliQ upon the oam^f 
ftaj. Tt> thft baoiea of contemporajy Jsisto^ 
riaov cited by H. Gachard^ maj b« addiod \ 
tboM oe Tvoiiar Haer, iL 311, uid of two | 
ftidw^ WTiten, Ptsimdenl Be Tliou fHiM. ] 
UviTvatttl^, V. hb. XX. IVAj, aiid CiLFdinal 
Beutiwglio (Gu«m di Flaudr^ ii. &^ J 
Hoold, not a cambeaqKoazy cortainiy, \s6a\ 
bum witfajn Icmr or fi^F« jtmr^ vf tbe evwEi^ 1 
naUcaa th? aneodolfl^ but thn>wa % doubi I 
upon its aDCsncrf^ HisL LL 7T. Tliota in* I 
«tttt«d le sCNloil tlk© Baron of haviug perpo* { 
tmt«d the Imaurtal ndttioiBm, wm (t^tq hint ( 
Ihtj IwusQtof tliA doubt ir ': it ^l 

runjwiiabki OQft Ttaaaiti^ . tlia| 

bi^k aotlKnitj^ el IL Gal ft 

ftwost Bahu. 

H. s^etmdm V. IM. Bor, iL5». Hop-1 
«r.fi.7S. «Bar. iLW. Eofipflr, tt, I 

I& OnxEi v. Prinat,. AKhlTM, ii. m, ST* j 
ItaMPii, Supplfctaeot, it Jim 1 

flMiJsae. (Utt«r«IJis^^«eti^Fuma.>4 



The Banquet al Cultmhurg House, 



Duebess replied by word of 
to the Becond address thtts 
iDfide to her bj the conloderateni that 
lira oould not go bejond tlis A^o&tLlle^ 
which fihe had put on record. She 
bad already caused lettor^ for the in- 
quiaiiorB aod magiHtratea to bo drawn 
up. The mitiiitea for tboae inBtmc- 
lioniQ eihoiiJd he laid before the con- 
{dberatea by Connfc Hoogstraaten and 
Sflcre^uy Berty, Ah for the printing 
of their petition, »hu was williug to 
grsnt their demftnd^ aJid would f^ive 
otdeiB to that eifect* 

The geDtlemen having receiTod thia 
aUBwer, retired into the great halL 
After B few minutefi* oonaultation^ 
hi^wevor, they returned to the oondcil- 
chamber, where thfe Seigneur d'Ea- 
qU4£ld6% one of their number, od^ 
•few parting words, in the 
I Aieooiatea, to the Regent ; 
' with a reqn^®^ ^^^^ ^^^ 
wouM declare the confe^ieratea to h&ve 
lbit}« no act> and maile no demonstra^ 
^m, inconaisEteiit with their duty and 
with a perfect respect for hia Majesty. 
To this demand the Duchctta an- 
twered 8ommvhn.t drily that she could 
Dot be judge in auch ^ oauee. Time 
and their future deeds, she Gbserve<lt 
could tmly bear witness aa to their 
piirpo#efl. Aa for declarationa from 
W,they mujBt be ejitlBfied with the 
lAjxuBtille which they had already re- 
Idired.' 
With this rcaponae, Bomewhat niore 
than agreeable, the nobles were 
ifibligcd to cmitont theoiaelves, and 
"icy acoordmgly took their leave. 
It mmi be cjjnieasod that they had 
I diapueed to *iide rather cavalierly 
Owr a good deal of ground towards 
lie great object which they had in 
^\m. Certainly the ][idiiw prtftdpii 



^ Fimit^i^ Bupplesieiit, it. S^, 33Q. Bor, 
1 flO. hi, 
sBor, Itoofd, Strnda, nbliiup. 
'BttadA, V, aS6-lsa. Hoofd, iL 77. Bon- 

I1i^?"m, il. 5*2. Vau^ct Vjiaekt^ i. 265-2G7, 
' . ' > ' '■.•■],' "• Pieces concer- 
H Baa," bftkiu^UAT 

:i the Ari' hives tif 
-. ■^vus 

.mued, 
JLitMiLJil tuiituuiijorary auLtJCiiitj tt> tbo 
vol* L 



257 

wM a main feature of their logic. 
They bod^ in their second address, ex- 
pre&ied perfect confidence aa to two 
very considerable c^inc^fiaions. The 
Duchess was practically to suspend 
the Inquisition^ although she bad de- 
clared herself without authority for 
that purpose. The King, who claimed j, 
de jurt. and dt facto, the whole legis- 
latdre XKJwer^ was thenceforth to make 
laws on rehgious niattejia by and with 
the consent of the atat^ - general 
Certainly, the^e ends were very laud* 
ahle, and if a civil and religious TeY&- 
lution covdd have been effected by a 
lew gentlemen going to court in line 
dotbes to priMent a petitionj, and by 
sitting down to a tremendoue banquet 
afterwards, Eredorcde and his ayaoci- 
atea were the men to accomplish the 
task. Unfortunately,, a ^ea of blood 
and long years of conflict lay between 
the nation and the promised land, 
which lor a moment aeemed ao neajflj 
within reach. 

Meantime the next important step 
in Brederode'a eyes w?ia a dinner. Ha 
accordingly invited the conftideratea 
to a mE^mficent repast which he had 
ordered to be prepared in the Culom- 
buig mansion. Three himdred gueata 
sat down, U|>oii the 8th of April, to 
thia liijttirioua banquet, which was 
destined to become hiatoricaL^ 

The board glittered with silver and 
gold. The wine circulated with more 
than ita usual rapidity among the band 
of noble Bacchauab, who wore nover 
weary of drinking the healths of Bre- 
dcrode, of Orange, and Egmont. It woa 
thought that the occasion imperioualy 
demanded an extraordinary c^arouae, 
and the political events of the past 
three days lent an additional excite' 
ment to the wine. There was an 

accuracy af tlia oommcmly-'n^ceiveKi Tiftrra- 
tivG. " La gig. da Brederodo fit ua foi9tiu 
mngnifiqu^}, ofl m trouvetent aOO gcLLtila^ 
tactDn]B&, leBquela fieflroDt appdi^ g^tvJjr, be 
sgay j'aoeouaiop itourqiioy, aultruiuent qu^aul- 
iMRS distiint quA Je scnirce at oi-iim^ un w^ruit 
qu'sn preaentJint Ifiur ruq., mi cAevaieer Ue 
i'ortin dff pji ncipitiiix ilu cuusjciil tie 901) tilted 
eu£t h. liiref * ^adame^ ne jini%DOZ Hen se aunt 
Gticuix ut gflu* do potit pOQvoir, et da Mqt 
l«a dita g^dntilahommeB do hi ligu* sunLre 
appoUcroiit brdinairemaut lea gpaouhc,'"^ 
{^mpafti Btinda^ Hoafd, ubi, aup. 
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The Rise of the 



earnest diBCussion as to an appropriate 
name to be given to their confederacy. 
Should they call themselves the "So- 
ciety of Concord," the restorers of lost 
liberty, or by what other attractive 
title should the league be baptized ? Bre- 
derode was, however, already prepared 
to settle the question. He Imew the 
value of a popular and original name; 
he possessed the instinct by which 
adroit partisans in every age have been 
accustomed to convert the reproachful 
epithets of their opponents into watch- 
words of honour, and he had already 
made his preparations for a startling 
theatrical effect. Suddenly, amid the 
din of voices, he arose, with all his 
rhetorical powers at command. He 
recounted to the company the obser- 
vations which the Seigneur de Berlay- 
mont was reported to have made to 
the Duchess, upon the presentation of 
the request, and the name whioh he 
had thought fit to apply to them col- 
lectively.^ Most of the gentlemen 
then heard the memorable sarcasm for 
the first time. Great was the indig- 
nation of all, that the state-councillor 
should have ' dared to stigmatise as 
beggars a band of gentlemen with the 
best blood of the land in their veins. 
Brederode, on the contrary, smoothing 
their anger, assured them with good 
humour that nothing could he more 
fortunate, "They call us beggars!" 
said he; "let us accept the name. 
We will contend with the Inquisition, 
but remain loyal to the King, even 
till compelled to wear the bBggar's 
sack." 

He then beckoned to one of his 
pages, who brought him a leathern 
wallet, such as was worn at that day 
by professional mendicants, together 
with a large wooden bowl, which also 
formed part of their regular appurte- 
nances. Brederode immediately hung 
the wallet around his neck, filled the 
bowl with wine, lifted it with both 
hands, and drained it at a draught. 
" Long live the beggars ! " he cried, as 
he wiped his beaid and set the bowl 
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down. "ViretU les ffuevHx,** Then 
for the first tune, from the lips of those 
reckless nobles rose the famous cry, 
which was so often to ring over land 
and sea, amid blazing cities, on blood- 
stained decks, through the smoke and 
carnage of many a stricken field. The 
humour of Brederode was hailed with 
deafening shouts of applause. The 
Count then threw the wallet around 
the neck of his nearest neighbour and 
handed him the wooden bowL Each 
guest in turn, donned the mendicant's 
knapsack. Pushing aside bis golden 
goblet, each filled the beggar's IkdwI to 
the brim, and drained it to the beg- 
gars' health. Roars of laughter and 
shouts of " Vivent les gueidx** shook the 
walls of the stately mansion, as they 
were doomed never to shake agaio. 
The shibboleth was invented. The 
conjuration which they bad been 
anxiously seeking was found. Their 
enemies had provided them with a 
spell, which was to prove, in afte^ 
days, potent enough to start a spirit 
from palace or hovel, forest or ^ave, 
as the deeds of the "wild beggars," 
the " wood beggars," and the "beggan 
of the sea," taught Philip at last to un- 
derstand tiie nation which he had driyen 
to madness. 

When the wallet and bowl had made 
the circuit of the table, they were 
suspended to a pillar in the halL 
Each of the company in succession 
then threw some salt into his goblet^ 
and, placing himself under these sym- 
bols of the brotherhood, repeated a 
jingling distich, produced impromptu 
for the occasion. 

''By this salt, by this bread, by this wallet 
still, 
These beggars change not, firet who will."* 

This ridiculous ceremony completed 
the rites by which the confederacy re- 
ceived its name; but the banquet was 
by no means terminated. The uproar 
became furious. The younger and 
more reckless nobles abandoned them- 
selves to revelry, which would have 
shamed heathen Satiurnalia. They re- 



1 Pontus Paven, iL, MS. 

« " Parle sel, par le pain, par le besache, 

Les gueulx ne changepont quoy qu'on se fache." 

Pontus Fayen MS. Yander Haer. 



W'&d to each Dthe^r^ every momentj 
fiir vDciferciua oaiJis ol fidelity to tb«! 
oommoQ t;au«e, dj-iiiupd huge be^ikers 
to the beggttrs' healtUj turned tlieir 
caps and doublets bieide out^ dimeed 
upon oliairB and tables.^ Seveitd ad- 
dt«ased eiwii other as Lord Abbot, or 
Reverend Priori of this or that religi- 
ous iustitutioiii thuB indicating the 
means by v^hich squiq of them hoped 
to mend their broken f ortunea.^ 

While the tumult wEia at ita height^ 
the PrinQe of Orange with Counts 
Hum aad ^^gmont entered the apart- 
ment. They had heeii dining quietly 
with MMiafeldj who waa ooiidned to 
hla houae with an inflamad eye^^ and 
ihsj were an th^ir way to the council- 
<;hajnber. where the aeaaionB were now 
prolonged nightly to a late ho\ir. 
Knowing that HoogHtraaten, somewhat 
j^^ain^t hia wilier had been induced to 
be present at the banquetj, they had 
come round by the way of Culemburg 
Hoiifle^ to iudaeo him to retire.'* They 
w«r9 ako dispoead} if ptjsiaiUej to 
«litidf^ the festivities which their in- 
fluenc-^ would have been powerleaa to 
prevent. 

The&e great aoblesj as soon m they 

made their appearance , were surrounded 

hj A crew of "beggars," maddened 

ftnd drippLng with their recent bap- 

tiam of wine, whcj eompelled them to 

drink a tiup amid idiouta of "' Vivent Is 

rffi <;t k^ ffueml^J" The meaning of thia 

^^Sy they, of courae/ could not imder- 

HSKkd. foT even thoee who had heard 

^^pD-h&ymont^B contemptuaua remiu'luj 

^^y^ht not remember the asjuat term 

^^Sc5h lie bad used, and certainly could 

not be aware of the importaaace to 

whioh it had just been elevated. As 

i - Hr.nj, he dMiked; and hod long 

' I uarrelled with, Brederode,^ had 

■ i red iimtiy persons from idgning 

Mjfaia iJompromieie, and, although a gnei9t 

HmL that time of Orange, waa in the 

Itftbit of r<?tiritig to bed before supper," 

to avoid the company of mojiy who 

ff' ^■' ■' the houge. Yet bia pre- 
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Bence for a few momenta^ with the bett 
intentions^ at the conclusion of thi» 
famous banquet^ waa made one of the 
most dmidly chiu-gea whioh w^^ after^ 
wardH drawn up againat him by the 
Crown. The three eeigniora refused 
to be aeated, and reniainod but for ^ 
moment, " the length of a Mifierero/* 
.taking with them Hoogstraate^] sjn they 
retired. They alao prevailed upon the 
whole party to break up at the ^me 
timcj BO that their presence had i^rved 
at least to put a conduBion to the di^ 
graceful riot When they anived at 
the council-chamber they received the 
thanks of the Ducheae for what they 
had done/ 

Such waa the &rst movement made 
by the membera of the CompronuBe. 
Was it atrange that Orange should feel 
little afiiuiiiy with such companions? 
Had he not reason to hesitate, if the 
sacred cause of civil and rehgious 
liberty could only be maintained by 
these defenders and with such asalst- 

The *^ beggars" did not content 
themsolvea with the name alone uf tho 
titne-bonoured fraternity of Mendi- 
mntH in which they bati enrolled them- 
selves. Immediately after the Culem- 
bujg banquet^ a costume for the con- 
federacy was decided upon. The&a 
young gentlemen, disicardiDg gold laco 
and v^veti thought It espedient to 
array themselves in doublets and hose 
of ashen gray^ with short cloaks of the 
Bame colour, all of the coarsest mate- 
rLak. They appeared in this giiifio in 
the otreetiS, with common felt hata on 
their heads^ and beggars' ponchea and 
bowels at their ddes. They caused 
also medals of lead and copper to be 
atruck, bearing upon one aide the head 
of Philip ; upon the reYerso, two bands 
clasped within a wallet, with the mutto^ 
*' Faithful to the King, oven ttt wear- 
ing th e beggar a sack. *' * These badge* 
tiiey wore around their necks, or as 
buttons to their hata. Aa a further, 
distinction they shaved their beards 
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H I'ontua Pjiyeu Ma. Pi^t i, 

etc. , Mii, ■— CntTip. Strada ; Ho ■ • :' 
llo; Vsiuder tiaer^ ubi mp, ; L",jl ; -j 
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cloae^ oxG^pting the If moi3Btaelms» 
wliicli were left long and pdsdaut In 
the Turkiah faflhion/ tliat cufltom, 
oa ii geetrted, bsing^ an additional Qhor 
raLiieriatic of MendicaDta. 

Very noon after these eYenta tlie 
noblers of the league disperaed from 
the mpital to their Tarioua homes, 
Brederodd rod© out of Bmiiela at the 
head of a bund of CKy^ieri) who salut&d 
the Gj:itiooti78e of appl&udizig' ipectati:ij^ 
with a discharge of their piatok. Forty- 
three gentlemen occompaoied him to 
Antwerp, where he halted for a nighi* 
The Ducbeas had alre^y aent DOtice 
to tbo niagistratcB of that city f>f his 
in tended visit ^ nnd warned them to 
haTe an eye upon his proceedings. 
** The great beggar," ^ aa Hoogatraaten 
called him, conducted lumaelf, how- 
e^^r, with aa much propriety aa conld 
be expected. Four <ir five thoiiBand of 
the inhabitc'intB thronged about the hotel 
whene he h^ taken up hia quartern 
He appeared at a "window with hia 
wooden bowl, Med with wines in ^^ 
irnudB, and hk w^et at bie dde. He 
]^a&ured the multituiia that be was 
resddy to die to defend the good people 
of All twerp and of all the Netherlanda 
againet the cdicta and the InquiEjition. 
Meantime he drank their healths^ and 
begged all who accepted the pledge to 
hold up their hands. The popij:lace, 
highly amiiaed, held up and cJapped 
their hands aa honest Brederode drain^l 
Ida bowl, and wore soon afterwards 
jt^rstwwied to retiro in great good 
humour,* 

Theae proceedings were all chronicled 
and tran^mittod to Madrid. It waa 
&]s<ii both publicly reported and atjcretly 
regititererli that Erederu-dc had eaten 
capciua and other moat at Antwerp, 
upon Good Friday^ wliieh happened to 
bti the day if hia viait to that city. He 
denied the charge, however, with ludi- 
crona vehemence. ''They who have 
told Madame that we i^te me.at in Ant^ 
werp/* he wrote to Count Lmihy *' have 

t ** LalBMZLK an deHsouba led uartues 
h^n^iti£ mommteiift&Dques li la. tufcqiiegqiva/' 
— Pi^i^ (KHitMfflnaiit I Hist, dea P. B., sLu., 
Jlt^.— ComiJ. Stmda, v. 1B9. 

^ " Le jgnml frou.*' — Grocn v, Prlnat , Ar- 
chivuts, etc., iL lU. * BUaaki, v, Wh 



lied wickedly and miB^irably, twenty- 
four feet down in their throata."* He 
added that hia nephew^ Charles Mana- 
feld,, who, notwithstandiiig the indig- 
nant prohibition of hia ftitber* hiid 
oa^igted at tlio presentation of the 
Requeetj and waa then in hia uncle's 
company at Antwerp, h(id ordered a 
capon, which BrodeTode had counter- 
raanded. " They told me afterwafd^'* 
said bo, ** tb^t my nephew hiid broiled 
tk aatifi^e in hia fihamber. I suppo^ 
that he thought himself in Spain, 
where they a^i^w themaelvea such 
dainties.*'* 

Let it not be thought that these 
trifiea are beneath the dignity of hi^ 
tory. Matters like these filled tho 
whole eoiil of Philip^ iwoll^ the bills 
of indictment for thousaiida of higher 
and bett«T men than Brederode;, i 
furnished ocoupation as well for sei 
oorreepondenta and spies as for 
moat dignified ftmctionaries of |^ 
ment. Capons or sausages on 
Fri divy* the PsalmH of Clement Marot, 
the iS^rmon on the Mount in the Tex« 
nacukr, led to the rack, the gib^ 
iJi^e atake, but ushered m a war 
the Inquisition whioh was to 
eighty yoMpa Brederode was not 
be tlie hero of that party which 
diagraeed by bis buffiwnery- Had I 
liY^^ he might, perhapa, like many a 
hia confederatos* hare redeemed^ by ' 
his bravery in the field, a character 
which Mb orgies had rendered despi- 
cable. He now left Antwerp for the 
north of Holland, where, as be 80«ni 
afterwards reported to Count Louis, 
** the beggara were aa uumeroua aa the 
Bands on the sea-ahore.^ 

Hifl ** nephew CharleB/' two motilhi 
afterwards^ obeyed bis fathers inju 
tion, and withdrew fomoally from 
confederacy** 

Meantime the rumour had gofl 
abroad that the R^uest of the nob' 
had already produced good :" 
the edicts wore to be miti" 

' Corrospond<4aoe d^ fhilippu IL, 1, 4 _ 
411, Qroea v. IVmst, Aiiihives, ij4k, | 
»S. n. IbitL 

' *' LflS getiH float pair iey scmfe oonmiAl 
s&blo du Ion do la mer,'*— <Jrucii v. Ftu ^ 
Arc'hi^ea, etc ^, I'M. 

< UjiTg^poudimoQ ^ PIUllp|>Q II , I. 421. 1 
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InqiiiHition abol^ehed, Ebeity of ccui- 
scienos aventuallj to prevaiL " Upon 
tiiese reports/' aaja a contecnporajyj 
"oil tlie yermiii of eiHee and fugitivca 
for rel%ion, oa well ^ff thoae who liad 
kept iu cDQC&iliiaeni, b^au to lift up 
their bjeads mid tliruet forth their 
homa^"' Itmus known tb&t Maigaret 
Pkrma had ordered the iaquiartoi^ 
1 XDagiatrateE to coudud them^elvei^ 
* modestly a.[id diBcreetlj." It was 
known that the privy council w^ hard 
At work upOQ the project for " mode- 
laMng^^ the edieta. Modestly und dJa^ 
creetlyl MfLr^^^arst of Paxma, almost 
immediately after giviog these orders, 
juid Tphilo the " Moderation ^* was Btill 
L the handfl ui the lawyeFg, informed 
r brother that she had given personal 
Attention to tho case uf a person who 
gnatcihed the holy wafer fram the 
■iest*» hand at Oudewarde. Thia 
aft she called him — ^for hk 
I was beneath th6 cognisance of 
iiperor's bastard da^igbter^ — had 
bj her orders received rigorous and 
axempkiy Justice,^ And wh^t wub the 
*' rigcofoufl and exempkiy jiutice " thuB 
inflicted upon the "quiSamP" The 
procxuut^r of the neighbouring city of 
Toumiiy has enabled us to answer* 
The yotmg man, who waa a tapestry 
weavflfT, Hane Tiekaen by name/ had, 
upon the 30tii May, thrown the holy 
wdfer ujH:»n the grftnnd. For this 
crime f which wi^a the same as that 
eomniitteti on ChriBtmas-day of the 
previou-^ year by Bertrand le Bias, at 
Tonitiay, be now tnet with a aiitiiliu' 
aJihonghL not quite so flevere a punish- 
ments HaTin g gODe quietly b ome aHer 
doing the dot-d, he wa^ pursued, ar- 
reetedj and upon the Saturday ensuing 
taken to the marketplace of Oude- 
narde. Hero the right hand with 
which he had. committed the offence 
was cut off, and be was then fastened 
to the stake and humc<i to death over 
& slow fire. He waa foi-tunately not 

1 Eenom de Fnuace, MB, 

• **fcii c>Qnaiii& ay&Di commnndi qua la jus- 
tice m faict d'un qukiim & AudciiEkcrcli;, qui 

a jQura ayuiit priiiBe la ealuirtiii hustic con- 
i-ea liona dee Tnqjns du preatnj, Ta ject^ 
r tern*, uin.iUfci e'tst iaiQi nguxm^um ^ ^K- 

Bplair« juaiicie/'— Rfikffenbeug, Con?apotii- 



2G1 

more than a quarter of an hour in tor- 
ntent, but he pei-sisted m his opinlona, 
and called on God for support to bis 
last breath.^ 

Thifl homely tragedy was enacted at 
Oudenarde, the hirth-pkice of Ducheea 
Margaret. She was the daughter oi 
the puissant Charles the Fifth, but her 
mother was only the davighter of a 
citizen of Oudenarde ; of a *^ qtiidain " 
like the nameless weaver who b/d thus 
lie en burned by her expresd order. It 
wns not to be supposed, however, that 
the circmnst^nee could operate in so 
great a malefactor ^s favour* More^ 
over, at the same moniont^ she sent 
orders that a hke pimishment should 
be in:S.icted upon another person then 
in a Flemisb pnsany for iJie crime of 
anabaptism,'* 

The privy councilj assisted by thir* 
teen knighte of iJie Fleece, bad been, 
hard at work, and the result of their 
wifidom was at last revealed in a 
" Moderation" consisting of fifty-three 
articleSu" 

What now was the j&ubettance of 
those fifty-three articles, ko piiinf uDy 
elaborated by Yiglius, so handsomely 
drawn up into shape by Councillor 
d'Asdonlevillel Simply to irubatitute 
the lialter ffir the fagot. After elimi- 
nation of flU verbiage, tbifi fact was 
the only residuum J It was most dis- 
tinctly laid down that all forma of re- 
Hgion e:jcept the Itoman CathoMc were 
forbidden; that no public or secret 
con ven tides w<&re to he allowed! ; that 
all heretical writingia were to he Biip- 
pressed; that all curious inquirios into 
the Scriptures were to he prohibited* 
Persons who infringed these reg\jila- 
tionH were divided into two duapiee — 
the misleadera and the misled Tlier« 
was an affectation c^ granMng mercy 
to persona in the second category, wMle 
death was denounced upon those comr 
posing the ffrat. It waa merely an 
affectation; for the nunbling statute 

» Bor, i}. 62. 

* Fasquier de 1a Baito. RcoooiI, ota., US^ 
id thfi Itniaaek Archives, f. Iflvo, 

* B«ifibiibe!^, CtjnN5&|x>ndaiict», 4S. 
■ Ep. art Hop[ierutUt 459. 
TSee tho ttit of the proponed Mode^o* 

tlou iu firty-tlireB orti^kei in liut, L £ (j^ 
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The Rise of the 



was so open in all its clauses, that the 
Juggernaut car of persecution could 
be driven through the whole of them, 
whenever such a course should seem 
expedient. Every man or woman in 
the Netherlands might be placed in 
the list of the misleaders, at the dis- 
cretion of the officials. The pretended 
mercy to the misguided was a mere 
dolusion. The superintendents, preach- 
ers, teachers, ministers, sermon-makers, 
deacons, and other officers, were to be 
executed with the halter, with confis- 
cation of their whole property. So 
much was very plain. Other heretics, 
however, who would abjure their heresy 
before the bishop, might be pardoned 
for the first offence, but if obstinate, 
were to be banished. This seemed an 
indication of mercy, at least to the re- 
pentant criminals. But who were these 
"other" heretics? All persons who 
discussed religious matters were to be 
put to death. All persons, not having 
studied theology at a " renowned uni- 
versity," who searched and expounded 
the Scriptures, were to be put to death. 
All persons in whose houses any act of 
the perverse religion should be com- 
mitted, were to be put to death. All 
persons who harboured or protected 
ministers and teachers of any sect, 
were to be put to death. All the cri- 
minals thus carefully enumerated were 
to be executed, whether repentant or 
not. If, however, they abjured their 
errors, they were to be beheaded in- 
stead of being strangled. Thus it was 
obvious that almost any heretic might 
be brought to the halter at a moment's 
notice. 

Strictly speaking, the idea of death 
by the halter or the axe was less shock- 
ing to the imagination than that of 
being burned or buried alive. In 
this respect, therefore, the edicts were 
softened by the proposed "Modera- 
tion." It would, however, always be 
difficult to persuade any considerable 
number of intelligent persons, that the 
infliction of U violent death, by what- 
'ever process, on account of religious 
opinions, was an act of clemency. The 
Netherlanders were, however, to be 



1 Meteren, ii. 38. Hoofd, iii 81. 

a Correspondance de Pliilii)pe IT., i. 412. 
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persuaded into this belief. The draft 
of the Aew edict was ostentatiously 
called the " Moderatie," or the " Mo- 
deration." It was very natural, there- 
fore, that the common people, by a 
quibble, which is the same in Flemish 
aa in English, should caU the proposed | 
"Moderation" the " iBhirderation."^ 
The rough motherwit of the people 
had already characterised and annihi- 
lated the project, while dull formalists 
were carrying it through the prelimi- 
nary stages. 

A vote in favour of the project hav- 
ing been obtained from the estates of 
Artois, Hainault, and Flanders, the in- 
structions for the envoys. Baron Mon- 
tigny and Marquis Berghen, were made 
out in conformity to the scheme.* 
Egmont had declined the mission,' not 
having reason to congratulate hhnself 
upon the diplomatic success of his visit 
to Spain in the preceding year. The 
two nobles who consented to under- 
take the office were persuaded into 
acceptance sorely against their wilL 
They were aware that their political 
conduct since the King's departure 
from the country had not always been 
deemed satisfactory at Madrid, but 
they were, of course, far from suspect- 
ing the true state of the royal mind. 
They were both as sincere Catholics 
and as loyal gentlemen as Granvelle, 
but they were not aware how con- 
tinuously, during a long course of 
years, that personage had represented 
them to Philip as renegades and rebels. 
They had maintained the constitu- 
tional rights of the state, and they had 
declined to act as executioners for the 
Inquisition, but they were yet to learn 
that such demonstrations amounted to 
high treason. 

Montigny departed, on the 29th 
May, from Brussels.* He left the 
bride to whom he had been wedded, 
amid scenes of festivity, the preceding 
autumn — the unborn child who was 
never to behold its father's face. He 
received warnings in Paris, by which 
he scorned to profit. The Spanish 
ambassador in that city informed him 
that Philip's wrath at the recent traxiA* 

8 Correspoudance de FhiUppe II., i. 407. 
* Ibid., 418. 
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actions in the Netherlands was high. 
He was most significantly requested, 
by a leading personage in France, to 
feign illness, or to take refuge in any 
expedient by which he might avoid 
the fulfilment of his mission.^ Such 
hints had no effect in turning him 
from his coiurse, and he proceeded to 
Madrid, where he arrived on the 17 th 
of Jime.* 

His colleague in the mission, Mar- 
quis Berghen, had been prevented from 
setting forth at the same time, by an 
accident which, under the circum- 
stances, might almost seem ominous. 
Walking through the palace park, in a 
place where some gentlemen were play- 
'ing at pall-mall, he was accidentally 
struck in the leg by a wooden baU.' 
The injury, although trifling, produced 
so much irritation and fever, that he 
was confined to his bed for several 
weeks. It was not untU the 1st of 
July* that he was able to take his de- 
parture from Brussels. Both these un- 
fortunate nobles thus went forth to 
fulfil that dark and mysterious destiny 
from which the veil of three centuries 
has but recently been removed. 

Besides a long historical discourse, 
in eighteen chapters, delivered by way 
of instruction to the envoys, Margaret 
sent a courier beforehand with a variety 
of intelligence concerning the late 
events. Alonzo del Canto, one of 
Philip's spies in the Netherlands, also 
wrote to inform the King that the two 
ambassadors were the real authors of 
all the troubles then, existing in the 
country.* Cardinal Granvelle, too, re- 
newed his previous statements in a 
confidential communication to his Ma- 
jesiy, adding that no persons more 
appropriate could have been selected 
than Berghen and Montigny, for they 
knew better thaq any one else the state 
of affairs in which they had borne the 
principal part." Nevertheless, Mon- 
.tdgny, upon his arrival in Madrid on 
the 17th of June, was received by 
Philip with much apparent cordiality, 

1 Hoofi, iii. 80. 

> Correspondance de Philippe II., 1. 426. 

» Ibid., 412. Hoofd, ii. 80. Strada, v. 195. 

* IWd.. 428, 429. 

» Ibid., 410, 411. 

•ibid., 417. 
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admitted immediately to an audience,' 
and assured in the strongest terms that 
there was no dissatisfaction in the royal 
mind against the seigniors, whatever 
false reports might be circulated to 
that effect. In other respects, the re- 
sult of this, and of Ms succeeding in- 
terviews with the monarch, was suffi- 
ciently meagre. 

It could not weU be otherwise. The 
mission of the envoys was an elaborate 
farce to introduce a terrible tragedy. 
They were sent to procure from Philip 
the abolition of the Inquisition and 
the moderation of the edicts. At the 
very moment, however, of all these 
legislative and diplomatic arrange- 
ments, Margaret of Parma was in pos- 
session of secret letters from Philip, 
which she was charged to deliver to the 
Archbishop of Sorrento, papal nimcio 
at the imperial court, then on a spe- 
cial visit to Brussels. This ecclesiastic 
had come to the Netherlands osten- 
sibly to confer with the Prince of 
Orange upon the affairs of his princi- 
pality, to remonstrate with Count Cu- 
lemburg, and to take measures for the 
reformation of the clergy. The real 
object of his mission, however, was to 
devise means for strengthening the 
Inquisition, and suppressing heresy in 
the provinces. Philip, at whose re- 
quest he had come, had charged him 
by no means to divulge the secret, as 
the King was anxious to have it be- 
lieved that the ostensible was the only 
business which the prelate had to per- 
form in the country. Margaret accor- 
dingly delivered to him the private 
letters, in which Philip avowed his de- 
termination to maintain the Inquisi- 
tion and the edicts in all their rigovr, 
but enjoined profound secrecy upon 
the subject.^ The Duchess, therefore, 
who knew the face of the cards, must 
have thought it a superfluous task to 
continue the game, which to Philip's 
cruel but procrastinating temperament 
was perhaps a pleasurable excitement. 

The scheme for mitigating the 

T Correspondance de Philippe II., i. 426. 
Hoppor. 78, 79, states that the envoys were 
indulged with almost daily interviews. 

* Reiffenberg, Correspondance de Marg. 
d'Aut., 58-61. Correspondance de Philippe 
U., L 422. 
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I to cbaracteriae and to deplore Buch 
bladphemoua conduct.' The field- 
I preaching seemed in the eyee of go- 
I vemment to spread with the rapidity 
' of a malignant pestilence. The mias- 
- ma flew \x\)on the wings of the wind. 
As early as 15(52, there had been pub- 
lic preaching in the neighbourhood of 
Ypres. The executions which fol- 
lowed, how^ever, had for the time sup- 
pressed the practice both in that place 
as well as throughout Flanders and 
the rest of the provinces. It now 
broke forth as by one impulse from 
one end of the country to the other. 
In the latter part of June, Uermimn 
Strycker or Modet, a monk who had 
renounced his vows to become one of 
the most popular preachers in the Re- 
formed Church, addressed a congrega- 
tion of seven or eight thousand per- 
sons in the neighbourhood of Ghent.'* 
Peter Dathenus, another imfrocked 
monk, preached at various places in 
West Flanders, with great eifect A 
man endowed with a violent, stormy 
eloquence, intemperate as most zealots, 
ho was then rendering better ser>'ice8 
to tho cause of the Reformation than 
he was destined to do at later periods. 
But apostate priests were not the 
only preachers. To the ineffable dis- 
gust of the conservatives in Church 
and State, there were men with httle 
education, utterly devoid of Hebrew, 
of lowly station — hatters, curriers, 
tanners, dyers, and the hke, — ^who 
began to preach also; remembering, 
unseasonably perhaps, that the early 
disciples, selected by the founder of 
Christianity, had not all been doctors 
of theology, with diplomas from a 
" renown^ imiversity. ' But if the 
nature of such men were subdued to 
what it worked in, that charge could 
not be brought against ministers with 
the learning and accomplishments of 
Ambn>se Wille, Marnier, Guy de Bray, 
or Francis Junius, the man whom 
Scaliger called the "greatest of all 
theologians since the days of the 
ajKistlcs."* An aristocratic sarcasm 
could not be levelled against Peregrine 

« Brandt, 804, 806. 

* U:ikhuyzo& v. d. Brink Het Huwcliik. 
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de la Qnnge, of s noble hnatj m 
PitnreDoe, with the fiery blood of 
■oathem France in his yeino, braye as 
his nation, learned, eloquent, enthnsi- 
aitic, who galloped to his fidd preach* 
ing on horseback, and fired a pistol- 
shot as a signal for his congregation to 
give attention.^ 

On the 28th of June 1566, at eleven 
o'clock at nig^t, there was an aaaem- 
blage of six thousand people near 
Toomaj, at the bridge of Emonville, 
to hear a s^pnon from Ambrose Wille, 
a man who had studied theology in 
Goiera, at the feet of Calvin, and who 
now, with a apedal price upon lus 
head,' was preaching the doctnnes he 
bad learned. Two days afterwards, 
ten thousand people assembled at the 
same spot, to hear Per^rine de la 
Gruige. Governor Moulbais thim- 
dered forth a proclamation from the 
citadel, warmng all men that the 
edicts were as rigorous as ever, and 
that every man, woman, or child who 
went to these preachings was incur- 
ling the penalty of death.' The 
people became only the more ardent 
and excited. Upon Sunday, the 7th 
of July, twenty thousand persons 
aaiembled at the same bridge to hear 
Ambrose Wille. One man in three 
was armed. Some had arquebusses, 
others pistols, pikes, swords, pitch- 
istkBf poniards, clubs. The preacher, 
for whose apprehension a fresh re- 
laid had been offered, was escorted 
to his pulpit by a hundred moimted 
troopers. He begged his audience not 
to be scared from the Word of Gkxl 
by menace; assured them that al- 
tfaoq^ but a poor preacher himself, 
he held a divine commission ; that he 
had no fear of death ; that, diould he 
&11, there were many better than he 
to supply his place, and fifty thousand 
men to avenge his murder.^ 

The Duchess sent forth proclama- 
tions by hundreds. She ordered the 
instant suppression of these armed 
aonmblies and the arrest of the 
preachers. But of what avaU were 
proclamations against such numbers 



iBakhayaen.127. Be la Barre MS., f. 10, 
• Ibid., £18. 
'DelaBaneHS. «Ibid. 



witji weapons in tfadr hands ? Why 
irritate to madness these hordes of 
enthusiasts, who were now entirely 
pacific, and who marched back to the 
city, after conclusion of divine ser- 
vice, with perfect decorum? AU 
classes of the population went eagerly 
to the sermons. The gentry of the 
place, the rich merchants, the no- 
tables, as w^ as the humbler artisans 
and labourers, all had received the 
infection. The professors of the 
Refcxmed religion outnumbered the 
Catholics by five or six to one. On 
Sundays and other holidays, during 
the hours of service, Toumay was 
literally emptied of its inhabitants. 
The s^'eets were as silent as if war 
|ff pestilence had swept the place. 
The Duchess sent orders, but she 
sent no troops. The trained-bands of 
the dty, the cross-bow-men of St 
Maurice, the archers ot St Sebastian, 
the 8wt>rd-players of St Christopher, 
could not be ordered from Toumay 
to suppress the preaching, for they 
had all gone to tiie preaching them- 
selves. How idle, therefore, to send 
peremptory orders without a match- 
lock to enforce the command.'^ 

l^iroughout Flanders similar scries 
were quieted. The meetings were en- 
campments, for the Reformers now 
came to their religious services armed 
to the teeth, determined, if banished 
from the churches, to defend their 
right to the fields. Barricades of up- 
turned waggons, branches, and planks, 
were thrown up around the camps. 
Strong guards of mounted men were 
stationed at every avenue. Outlying 
scouts gave notice of approachiug dan- 
ger, and guided the faithful into the 
enclosure. Pedlars and hawkers plied 
the trade upon which the penalty of 
death was fixed, and sold the for- 
bidden hymn-books to all who chose 
to purchase.' A strange and contra- 
dictory spectacle ! An army of cri- 
minals doing deeds which could only 
be expiated at the stake; an en- 
trenched rebellion, bearding the 
government with pike, matchlock^ 



* De la Barre Ma 
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ii\.'iiM. )im1 Ivirriculf. fiml iill f«>r no j Marot'rf veraea, recently translated by 
"in..!.« il.Mflly iiiir|»<»M»« tliiui fi) Ii«t»*n t«> ' I)at.lu*nn8, were then new and popular. 
t)i.< |.r,-i',';.u Kt( tin* pnt'ltii* .lf!<nM. T\\o. strains of the monarch minstrel, 

Tlnm fill' jmvirlnnir Hiin»n«l thniucjh \ <*h:mte<l tliua in their homely hxiz ner- 
*lii» NV.ill.iiin )iri'vin«M«rt t^i tin* nor thorn I vouh mother tonj^ie by a multitude 
NrtlurluMU Tow:m1i« t.li«» riv\ tjf who hail but recently learned that all 
July. Ml iiiH.xtHt-0 iimnk. of niuic'ilar | th«! poetry and raptiu^ of devotion 
oIi.,"puMMM\ IN'ti-r <J.»brirl by nann*. ! woro not irrevocably cotfined with a 
wt': umi.iiiMiNl t<» prrmh at Ovon-rn I b\iri«^l language, or immured in the 
fi.»r MirI.Mii ' Thirt w.wtlio tir.'<t Hold | i>rerincta of a chureh, had never pr«>- 
jn.Mimi* \\]\ir]\ \uu\ t.'iki'n ]il;u'o in «luiH'< I a more elevating effect. No an- 
il. •Ihmj Tlio i.r,.|.Io wrro wjM with i thorn from the world renowned nnpa 
iMilliii'i;-i>;ni; llii^ ,intlii>ritii>>i U'sido , in that ancient city evei awakened 
tliiMi»..i«Ivr^ witI»;n»|»n'lnMii«i.»n. iVopIo | more lofty emotions than did thi>ae 
ri..iM tho oiiinfiy ll'H-krd into tlio , t«'n thoiwimd human voices ringing 
ti.wii by thon^sniiU Tlio ,itliiT fitir:* from the grassy meadows in that fer- 
\MM,i ,li'^ritiMl. Minloni w.w lillofl to vid mitlrtummer noon. When all was 
■ •MMilowiiM^ MMltitiMii-4 iMiiMni|M*il ' rtilout again, thc pKachcr rosc ; a little, 
npiiu tin' i'.i.muhI tlio i)ii:ht bofi-r* I nioagTo man, who li)oke<laa if he mi^t 
'Vho iiM>Msfi.«f,«^ omIohm) tho it.itoi* ^» I rat lior melt away beneath the blazing 
t>,« k(>|>t (lofiiHi ii) tlio moiniiii; till lonj; ! ntnishino of July, than hold the multi- 
tifU'i till' iitiitl botir. It \v{iM of no ; tudo enchained four uninterrupted 
Mvnl r.»U-j -uiil b:»n* wrro but Hnmll lio\ir« long, by the magic of his tongue. 
iiM)..'.lii)M'ul.: ti. rntlin-siistM who had llifl toxt was the 8th, 9th, and UHh 
tiiM'lloil ^.1 uirjny inilo-* on f*M»t or vtM>H*8 of the Bccond chapter of Ephe- 
li.MN.'l'i. Iv In brttrn to i\ KiTinon. Thoy , wans; and as the slender monk spoke 
,I...iIm'.1 lln« w:\U<. t*\M\u\ tlio nuMt ami i to \i\« «implo audience of God's grace, 
tloinu'.i'il («• Oio pluvof niootiDg long | and of faith in Jesus, who had de- 
l'.'i.«io «Im' tl.M.M li-ul boon oiHMunl. I Hoondtnl fn)m above to save the low- 
\\ hiii Oii'sc c'ulii DO l.>iit;or W kopt | liont and the most abandoned, if they 
ji.".,-,| >xii|i.>M( •\ oonilu't. for whioh I wtuild put their trust in Him, his 
()i,> «.i i.iiti »•«•* >\oMMi.'l pro|s-\«A^l.tho I hoari^rs wore alternately exalted with 
vU.'i.' p.'poltHon ponnsi v\\\ »«f tho ' forvour or melted into tears. He 
t't\ \\i\\\ \ '»M»j;li» iiopuUo'' Ton"* \»f I p\-ay<Hl for all conditions of men — for 
fli'omnU \\o!o :»A^ood'li^\ npv'U t ho i tluMusolvos. thoir friends, their enemies, 
ji.'M |'t«.» bolw uk-* >\oiv o«votisl a,* fortho c^wonunont which had perse- 

ontv>l thoni. for the King whose face 

w,wt turutxl \\\xin them in anger. At 

tin\tv. .*»v\vr\iing to one who was pre- 

iK-nt. not .1 drv oyo was to be seen in 

tho on^wd. \Vhen the minister had 

r.u-.«thiM. h<» loft his congregation ab- 

vv.vtA. tor ho h.'ui to travel all night 

'.n oiv.or to roach Alkuutar, where he 

»,;* Ss* yrxvioh ujK^n the following day.' 

I^k tho r.:Malo of July the custom 

w .•,*\'^%'iVV,&ht\i out*ide all the princi- 

•A^' »-i:*-^ Osiir.jvmeetings were held 

w. *^^•.v.;^ ;N'AO«r*: *».ior instance, in the 

'.',-..i;>.1x .-vh^w'. of Antwerp, where the 

,N.v.vVOi-Ai^-.YWi r.umbcnMi often fifteen 

«,v X >,s.». ,s. ■ ,s-:-.,vv^ iV.,--.>vh":n*. ;' mk) on ^'»me occasions 

•\v ■■ • *x I?,- ^vv .'n^fv.-.Jitcsi At I'lrtweon twenty and 

....>. v.-^y.. ^'■,v,.s,-i il, -IX ^^.■«.M^J^Tld pt^r^ Mi^ at a time ; 

. v.. .N'.* .. - K*i*c:lI<j^. Com:»puu- 
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1566.] Alarm of the Duchess, 

"very many of them," said an eye- 
witness, "ih.Q best and wealthiest in 
the town."^ 

The sect to which most of these 
worshippers belonged was that of Cal- 
vin. In Antwerp there were Luthe- 
rans, Calvinists, and Anabaptists. 
The Lutherans were the richest sect,' 
but the Calvinists the most numerous 
and enthusiastic. The Prince of 
Orange at this moment was strenu- 
ously opposed both to Calvinism and 
Anabaptism, but inclining to Luthe- 
ranism.' Political reasons at this 
epoch doubtless influenced his mind 
in religious matters. The aid of the 
Lutheran princes of Germany, who de- 
tested the doctrines of Geneva, could 
hardly be relied upon for the Nether- 
landers, imless they would adopt the 
Confession of Augsburg. The Prince 
knew that the Emperor, although in- 
clined to the Reformation, was bitterly 
averse to Calvinism, and he was, there- 
fore, desirous of healing the schism 
which existed in the general Reformed 
Church. To accomplish this, however, 
would be to gain a greater victory over 
the bigotry which was the prevailing 
characteristic of the age than perhaps 
could be expected. The Prince, from 
the first moment of his abandoning the 
ancient doctrines, was disposed to 
make the attempt.* 

The Duchess ordered the magistrates 
of Antwerp to put down these mass- 
meetings by means of the guild-militia. 
They replied that at an earlier day 
such a course might have been prac- 
ticable, but that the sects had become 
quite. too numerous for coercion. If 
tiie authorities were able to prevent 
the exercises of the Reformed religion 
within the city, it would be as success- 



1 Letter of Clough, in Burgon, ii. 135. 

• There were, however, but two Lutheran 
churches in all the Netherlands, according 
to the statement of the Prince of Orauge. 
Both were in Antwerp. " Es ist aber zu 
erbamien das der Calvinismus so'weitt ein- 
reisset und die Augsburgische Confession 
ubeiwachsett, das in alien dieaen landen 
seint nur zwo kirchen der Augsburgischen 
Ckmfession uud die werden in diesor stadt 
Antorfferbaltt^n." — Dor andere hauff ist 
durchaus Calvinisch. Letter from W. of 
i>range to Elector Augustus, 1st Sept. 1566. 
MS. Dresden Archives. 

• Groeu v. Prinsterer, Archives, etc., ii. 157. 
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f ul a result as could be expected. To 
prevent the preaching outside the 
walls, by means of the burgher force, 
was an utter impossibility.* The dila- 
toriness of the Sovereign placed the 
Regent in a frightful dilemma, but it 
was sufl&ciently obvious that the strug- 
gle could not long be deferred. " There 
will soon be a hard nut to crack," 
wrote Count Louis. " The King will 
never grant the preaching; the people 
will never give it up, if it cost them 
their necks. There s a hard puff com- 
ing upon the country before long."* 
The Duchess was not yet authorised 
to levy troops, and she feared that if 
she commenced such operations, she 
should perhaps offend the King, while 
she at the same time might provoke 
the people into more effective military 
preparations than her own.' She felt 
that for one company levied by her, 
the sectaries could raise ten. More- 
over, she was entirely without money, 
even if she should otherwise think it 
expedient to enrol an army. Mean- 
time she did what she could with 
"public prayers, processions, fasts, ser- 
mons, exhortations," and «ther eccle- 
siastical machinery which she ordered 
the bishops to put in motion. ^ Her 
situation was indeed sufficiently alarm- 
ing. 

Egmont, whom many of the sec- 
taries hoped to secure as their leader 
in case of a civil war,* shewed no dis- 
position to encoiirage such hopes, but 
as little to take up arms against the 
people. He went to Flanders, where 
the armed assemblages for field-preach- 
ing had become so numerous that a 
force of thirty or forty thousand men 
might be set on foot almost at a mo- 
ment's warning, and where the pon- 



* Groen v. Prinst,, Archives, etc., ii. 454, 
455, 473, 480, 489, sqq. 

» Bor, ii. 69. 70. 

« Groen v. Prinst., Archives, etc., ii. 208. 

' " Aussi si je lieve gens pour la guarde et 
dSflFence de co dit pays. Ton en treuve plu- 
sieurs au contraire qui 3es retiennent en leur 
donnant plus grande soulde." — Unpublished 
letter of Margaret of Pairma to Philippe II., 
in the Correspondance de Philippe U. avec 
la Duchesse de Parme, 1660, 1567, No. 
104. MS. Aroliives du Royaume. Papiers 
d'Etat. 

8 Correspondance de Morg. d'Autriche, 122. 

» Pontus Payen MS. 



2C.^ The Riie nf the 

Kor7;if.Ivft«, m X RtAtA 6f alarm, H«»ired 
Hi*^ prrtwu^^n r.f hh«ir r^r»wned t^ver- 
m ►r. * Thrt prtoj-ilrt r.f A ntw«rp, on thmr 
ftfirh, ^IoriiHnr|*v| William of ^h-antfe. 
rhrt FVlti^.'*, who w/w hwfvlifcary bnr- 
^rivrt /»f f.hfl ^Ihy, hwX at. firnt declinp/l 
fh^ i n V i K'» ^i* »n of f,hft ma^«tra«y. The 
f>iir'hpj«M iiriif.n/1 h^r p«<-|iiw»fc with the 
iinivf«r*il jiTay^T of the inhahifAntA. 
RvfTiffl rnr«ii.T»Mmn harl y)ee(n thir^kenin^ 
nri'l «iii»{»i^ioT» lnor«n#iinj(. Me^hem 
h)wl Kf^HTi in MiA rity fr>T Reveral rJayH, 
rrm/'h ^.<> H»o cli«^imt /if the Ftef/frmwii, 
}iy wh^'fri hrt wjw haf<A<|. ArfunVicrg 
w»« *»<|»f»f'f^l J-/ 1 join him, mu\ it wa« 
TiirrKnir"*! that inr^wnrfwi were w(T«tly 
in proyrf'RP iiTi«lorth<i aim pi con of {\n\nn 
fwo If'fMJiMU fMnlinalisU, for intnxliic- 
h\\f a i^iinirt'in, f^»K"thnr with fcroat 
nforo irf MmniiiTtition, int^fi thn city. 
< hi Hmmi! hiM- h»t?<l. fhp " K^^'ftt' Ix^K^ar," 
|)i(w|i«ni(1o. hnd f^ikon np hid (piuiU^m 
nifl" in Aniwi»rp; hivtl Ihm^h «laily rii- 
{iMl'iinintc n imowI of royHf.4M-inK tiolil(>H 
III M** hull*!. prMviouRJy ^» a h«hmuuI 
pMJiHi'MJ flpninnfllrniioti which will 

niinii 111* ilnm-rllipil. M\i\ WUH (M>l)ntantly 

p-ii'MUiit< I ho Rtr»M>l, fi»llowiMl hy a 
B«'inn t»r -lulhiMtMiU in iho In^jwar 
llvt'iv 'rh»» flincpio Hi^forniorn won* 
in'»«h' no'ulv no inuHunfoHaMn hv <ho 

I>M>4i>ni'i* of thiMT nvowt'il friomU. n« 
•Y lh-»l- of Mot'. hot u rtn»| Aivnihorj:. 
n\\\\ \^^\\\^^\\\ \\\^\\^?^\ (o W ntl»»f (luMn 
i»tl 1 oMir ^\\\\ rtnxi«Mi4 wiMV tho pon- 
iloiiiuni »»f U«»» nvi>twht»hv« n|M»n all 
tli»vi»i ««ihjivfA. U w:w (lotontiuuHl. 
:*i li<i. b« «oi»*l ,1 ((>>4h «lop\)ti«t(ou t^» 
pMi«aol«. i%spi*^tti»^ tho Kr»;vut to 
«M>U>i \hiiilr)stMii(vo( Mo«;hoiu. Vtvtu- 

iv»>«<»»4ii-«tiii.^ «'ih hv'r ,v.vt\#< ,ii\\- 
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ThUrJi RepiiLlic [1566, 

The Prince of Orange bemg thna 
i nr;fently beaouehc boiiL'by die govsn- 
ment of Antwerp, she iniuibiDantB of 
that city, and by the Beg<»it herself; ^ 
at last consented to make t:he viaiL ao 
earnestly demanded. On the I3tfa. 
Jnly, he arrived in Antwerp.* The 
whole city waa alive with ^ithuaiaazn. 
Halt' ita population aeemed to have 
cr^me forth h'om the gates to bid hTm 
welc^jme, lining the road for TniTp* , 
The gate through which he waa to 
pass, the ramparts, the roofa of the 
hoiiaea were packed cloee, with expec- 
tant and eager facea. At least thirty 
thouaand persona had assembled to 
welcome their guest. A long caval- 
carle of eminent citizens had come 
as far as Berghen to meet him and to 
(wcort him into the city. Brederode, 
attended by aome of the noble oon- 
ftMleratoa, rode at the head of the pro- 
cemion. Aa they encountered the 
Prince, a diacharge of pistol-shots was 
iirod by way of aalute, which was the 
signal for a deafening shout from the 
asfHMnblod multitude. The crowd 
thrtmgtHl about the Prince as he ad- 
vanctxl, calling him their preserver, 
thoir father, their only hope. Wild 
shouts of welcome rose upon eveiy 
M(lo. as he rode through the town, 
iniii^liHl with occasional vociferations 
of " Long life to the beggars." These 
|K%rty orios wore instantly and sharply 
r\>lMikoii b^ Orange, who expressed, in 
llr\slor\Hl<» « presence, the determina- 
tiou that ho would make men unlearn 
th^t miak'hieTous watchword.' He 
U.vi. iux>n.wer» little relish at that 
tuuo for tho tumultuous demonstra- 
t;x'n« of attAohment to his person, 
>i» liU'h wvnp tkv fer%-ivl to be censured, 
Vuc «kV utw«KWv>nable to be approved. 
\Vl',va ch«^ crv'wvi haii at last been 
v4isUt %\y \\x\sUrtUaA that their huzzas 
^fcvrv siwt;wt*f^il to the Prince, most of 
«^<» v.-.'.ih;?*sfc.w o.K!bftfnted to disperse, 
^VkVij;.. !!.',*wvvwr. a neiief from impend- 
'^V viivtwvr ;;x sb:^ rnnwow of the man 
>»^viv Mwy '.?irtt2C5i>iv!T looked upon 

H-vi^wiwv Jw"^^. A-.^o.-&e. "Sf! CORV- 
^viMiuKv ^ \*wLmtiat M TwcL. IM, 137. 

? A"*- J. •»*. $iB«aiii^T MS. Hopper. 91, 
•Kt^ ww^VAivii) *^C!iw.^piMikJaftMpraifoese 
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hid O0ID6 forth in a 
the borgnTa and 
Moort him to tha hotd m^ ^iai ad for 
Imn. AniTod there, he lost no time 
m opening the bonneH whidi had 
Iroo^t him to Antwerp. He held at 
ODoe a long oonauhation with the upper 
Innch of the gov e r um gni. After- 
wardi, day after day, he honestly, 
trdaoaaly, aagadooaly kboued to re- 
store the public tnmqnillity. He held 
repeated deliberations with every se- 
puate portion of the little oommon- 
wealthy the senate, the comicil of an- 
ekntS) the corporation of ward-masters, 
thediansoftnidesL Nor did he confine 
bk oommnnication to these organised 
politioBl bodies slone. He had fre- 
qiunt interviewa with the ofifioen of 
the military sssodations, with the 
foreign merdiant companies, with the 
guilds of " Bhetoric"^ The chambers 
ofthe "Violet'' and the ''Blarigold" 
were not too frivolous or fsutastic to 
be consulted by one who knew human 
nsturo snd the oonstitation of Nether- 
land society so well ss did the Prince. 
"SifjtA and day he laboured with all 
daans of citizens to bring about a 
better understanding, and to establish 
mutual oonfidenoa At last by his 
efforts tranquillity was restored. The 
broad-council having been assembled, 
it was decided that the ezerdse of the 
Beformed religion should be excluded 
from the dty, but silently tolerated in 
the suburbs, while an armed force was 
to be kept constantly in readiness to 
m ppr c s s all attempts at insurrection. 
The Prince had desired that twelve 
bimdred men should be enlisted and 
paid by the dty, so that at least a 
man number of disciplined troops 
mig^ be ready at a moment's warn- 
ing; but he found it impossible to 
curry the point with the council The 
magistrates were willing to hold them- 
idves responsible for the peace of the 
city, but they would have no mercen- 



Antwerp, 
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Thus, during the remainder of July 
and the early part of August, was Wil- 



^Bor, iL70. Hoofd, il. M. 
> lUfL, 77. Ibid., iii. 88, 89. 
SBenthfvglio, iiS7. 
* Foppeiu^ Suppt^meat, iL 804. 
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doing what should have been the Re- 
gent s work. He was still regarded 
both by the Duchess and by the Cal- 
vinist party — although having the sym- 
pathies of neither, — as the only man in 
the Netherlands who could control the 
rising tide of a national revolt. He 
took core, said his enemies, that his 
conduct at Antwerp should have every 
appearance of loyalty;' but they in- 
sinuated that he was a traitor from 
the beginning, who was insidiously fo- 
menting the troubles which he appeared 
to rebuke. No one doubted his genius, 
and all felt or affected admiration at its 
display upon this critical occasion. 
" Tlie Prince of Orange is doing very 
great and notable services at Antwerp 
to the King and to the c<juntry/' said 
AsBonleville. "That seignior is very 
skilful in managing great affairs." "* 
Haigaret of Parma wrote letters to 
him filled with the warmest gratiHide, 
expressions of approbation, and of 
wiehes that he could both remain in 
Antwerp and return to asflist her in 
Brussels." Philip, too, with his own 
pen, addressed him a letter, in which 
implicit confidence in the Prince's 
character was avowed, all 8usf>icion on 
the part of the Sovereign indignantly 
repudiated, earnest thanks for his ac- 
ceptance of the Antwerp miAfiion 
uttered, and a diiitinct refur>al given to 
the earnest request made by Orange 
to resign his offices.* The Prince read 
or listened to all this commendation, 
and valued it exactly at it* proper 
worth. He knew it to be pure grimace. 
He was no mr>re deceiverl by it than if 
he bad read the letter sent by Margaret 
to Philip, a few weeks later, in which 
she expressed herself as '* thoroughly 
aware that it was the intention of 
Orange to take advantage of the im- 
pending tumults, for the purpose of 
conquering the provinces and of divid- 
ing the whole territf>ry among himi^elf 
and friends." ^ Nothing could be more 
utterly false than so vile and ridiculous 
a statement • 

• Corrcspondaiice de Guillaume le TaciL, 
iL 14S, J 49, 1C4-16«. 

• li/id., 170, 171. 
7 Sinuia, v. 207. 
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Thecouraeof the Prince had lutherto 
beeD« Olid was Btill, both txiDBistfict and 
loyni. It WfltH ia the mannrch'H power 
to coQrokfi the oaaembly of the ^tea^ 
genertkl, so loudly demanded by the 
whole nation^ to abolieh the Inq^uigi- 
tioiij to renounce |>eraecvit.ion, to aocept 
the j^reat fuct of the l{tift)r[iiJition* To 
do BO he muat have ceoaed to be Philip. 
To have faltered in att&iriptiag to 
bring bim into thitt path, tlio Prince 
jpust have cetised to be WilLiatn of 
Orange, Had h& Buccoeded^ there 
would hEi%^e been do tre^iHon and no 
Eepublio of HoUani Hia conduct at 
the outbreak of the Antweip troublea 
was firm and aagajcioua Even had hia 
duty required him to put down the 
public preacbing with peremptory vio- 
lenE^e, be had lieen funiiahed with no 
Tneana toaccomplkb the purpose. Th© 
rebellion^ if it wt^re ^jno, waa already 
full-grown. It could not l>e taken by 
the l^oab and strangled with one hand, 
however firm. 

A report that the High Sheriff of 
Brabant was collecting troops bj com- 
mand of govermn&iit, in order to attack 
the Reformers at tlieir tield-pr^ichingH, 
went far to undo the work alra^y ao* 
oompHshed by the Prince.* The !ia- 
BemblELgea awellod again from ten or 
twelve thousand to twenty -five thou- 
sand, the men all providing themselvea 
more thoroughly with weuponfi than 
before. Boon aftt:invjirclrt, the intem- 
perate zeal of another iudividtial^ armed 
io the teeth — not^ however, like the 
martial sheriff and hia forces, with 
arquebua and javelin* but with the 
BtiD more deadly weapons of polemic^kl 
theology — was vei-y neur causing n 
general outbreak. A peaceful and not 
very numerous congregation were lifi- 
tening to one of their preachoTB in a 
field outside the town. Suddenly an 
unknown individual in plain clothea 
and with a pi^aginatic^al demeanour in- 
terruptnzid the diiiicrmrse by j^iving a flat 
oontradiction to some of tilts doctrines 
advanced. The minister replied by a 
1-ebuke, and 4 reitenitTon of the dla- 
puted sentiment The etrangerj ©vi- 

» Gmcn ^, ?r1nBt., ArchlT-es, etc.* ii* IBl 
Corrctrp^jndance de (iiiilkuitta le Ttidtj. it- 
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il«ntly Tersed in ceded aaticsd tnattopt, 
Viihibly aud wamilj responded Tlw 
prCA/tiber^ a toMi of humble enncliUkia 
and moderate abilities, miarle' ah gncKl 
tihew of aqi^uinejit as he uotild, Injt'W^ig 
eridently no match for his ntit'i^nirtt. 
He was soon vanquished rn the wonly 
warfare. Well he njight he, for it (ip* j 
pearcd that tbe stratiger vraa no Ims 
a {lersonage than Peter Rythoviiis, n 
doctor of divinity, a difltin^iisbisd I 
peda.Dt of Louvaini a relation of » ] 
biifhop, and himself a church digm- 
iiiy,* This learned jr ' n*?»tj 

btune in his subject, \\ iiim-^ j 

phant, while the poor ;. . .. , »ai.>ro| 
accufttomed to elevate the liesart^ of hhl 
hearers than t^ perplit>x their hftuU,i 
sank prostrate and breathles imd«rl 
the storm of texta, gh^a^s, and haxdf 
Hebrew roots with which he 1 
overwhelmed. The professor s triu 
waa, however^ but shortrlived, for 1 
isimple-minded congregatiou^ who lov 
their taacher^ were enraged that bii 
should be thus eonfounded. Withoi2t 1 
more ado^ therefore, they Imd violeat J 
h^mds upon the Quiitdl i ' ^ 
of the Church, and *o - > 
laboured him bodily i.,,,. .... 
perhaps have lost liia life m 
counter had he not been prott^cb 
the more respectable {*ortitm *if ' 
assembly. Theae person*, lu^hly «ii* j 
approving the whole procee£ng, fofj 
cildy reijcned hitn from the i 
and carried him oif to town^ where i 
news of thti incident at once 1 
an uproar. Hero be wa» thrown i 
prison as a disturber of the peace, ] 
in reality that he might be jp^reooft 
aecure.* The next day William 
Orango, after admiujjjteritjg U\ him «J 
eevere rebuke for hi* ill-tiined ( 
bition of pedantiy^ released Hm i 
confinement^ and had him 
out of the city. '* This th 
wrote the Prince to Duchea* 1 
''would have done better, 
to atay at home ; for 1 auppc«« ] 
no especial ordors to [lerfon 
piLKM? of work."* 

Thua, m long ae tho Prinoa 



SBoniiSl; Hiwfdp iil. m 

^ Bor, Hoofd. tibi sap. * Oow 
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ttHRin in the EQetropoIk^ lua ^rmness 
evented the explosion which hnd «<> 
ag been espe^t,ed, Hia own govern- 
Silt of Hollaiid and Zeland^ too, de- 
maiidBd his cara. The field-preaching 
had spread in that region with prodi- 
gious rapidity. Armed a^fiemblageSj, 
Tifetedy beyoud the piwer of the civil 
authorities, wero t^kkig place daftly in 
the neighlxiurhotKl of Amsterdam.^ 
Yet the Diiekeii^ could not allow him 
to Tiali his gorerninent in the north. 
II lie could be apored from Antwerp 
for 3k day, it wa.3 necessary that htn 
should aid her in a fresh comphcation 
with the confederated nobler. In the 
very midst, therefore, of hia Antwerp 
]»boura, he had been ohlig©dj by Mar- 
garet's ordeT^j to meet a committee at 
DuEeL^ For m this eame eveiitful 
month of July a gr^at meesttng^ w^ 
held by tlie membcra of the Cumpro- 
miee at St Trood, in the hiahopric of 
Itiege. They rame togotber on the 
ISth of the monthj and remained as- 
sembled till tho beginning of August. 
It was a wildj tumultuijUB conventionj 
nomberiug gome fifteen hundred cavar 
lier^j each with hi^ esquires and armed 
aitendanta — a laj^er and mor& impor- 
tant gathering th»m had yet been held. 
Brederode and Count Louis were the 
chieftains of fche assembly, which| as 
jnay be supposed from ita comptwition 
^Bfa. uumbera, was likely by bo neither 
^^^Kny orderly in its demougtrationa nor 
^fh^^leeome' in ita results. It was an 
Ol-tirued movement. The convention 
was too large for deliberation^ too riot- 
oius to inspire conGsJeoce. The nobles 
4jiiartered thenxaelves everywhere in 
varus and the farm-houses of the 
rhood, while large numbers 
^ 1 upon the open flelda. There 
t constant din of revelry and up- 
lingled with wordy warfare, and 
an oeaa^iouid crossing of swords. It 
eeemed rather like a congress of ancient 
e&vn^e Bataviuns, assembled in Teuton 
nic fashion to choose a king amid hoarse 
Hlkaulingf deep drinking, and the claab 
€ii flpear and shield, than a meeting 

11 Hoof.l, liL Bfl, m 
• O »ny"«|>;riidanee do OulHanmD Is Tadt.« 

• Bur, it. 7&-SQ, Hoofd, ili 30-08. Stm- 
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for a lofty and earnest purpoaei by 
tbeir civihsed descendants. A crowd 
of spectators, landloper Sj niendicaiite, 
daily aggregated themfielvea to the 
aristocratic aaaembly, joining with na^ 
tural unction, in the ince^iiiant sbi>ut 
of" Vhvnt Us ffueidx/" It wtis im- 
possible that m s(x»n after their hap- 
tiiim the self -styled beggars should r^ 
pudiate all couneiiou with the timo- 
honoured fraternity in which they hud 
enroUed themaelvos. 

Tho confodorates discussed— if an ex* 
ehangn of vociferatioiifi oonld be c^U&d 
discussion -^ principally two points : 
whether, in ©leie they obtamed the 
original objects of their petition, they 
should pause or move still further on- 
ward; and whether they should iniist 
upon receiving some pledge from the 
gayemment^ that no vengeance should 
ba taken upon tJiem for their previoua 
prcjceedings. Dpon both questions, 
there was much vehemeDce of aimi.-' 
ment and great diifei^ence of opinion. 
They, moreover, took two very rash 
and very grave resolutions^to guaran- 
tee the people agaiost all violence on 
account of their creeds, and to engage 
a force of German soldiery, four thou- 
sand horae and forty companies of in- 
fantry, by "wart geld," or retaining 
wages.* It was evident that these 
gentlemen were disposed to go fast 
and far. If they had been ready in 
tho spring to receive their baptism of 
wine, the '* beggars ^' were now ei^^er 
for the baptism of blood At the same 
time it must, be observed that the 
leviea which they proposed, not to 
make, but to have at eomman^i^ were 
purely for defence. In case the King* 
as it was thought probable^ Bhcndd viwit 
the Netherlands with fire and ewordj 
then there would he a nudeua of re* 
sistance alrea*ly formed. 

Upon the 18th July, the Prince of 
Orange, at the earnest request of the 
Regent, met a committee of the con- 
federated nobles at Duifel. Comit Eg- 
m^ant was associated with him in tliia 
duty. The oonierence was not very 

da, V. 203~^0fl. Hnpper, Bet. et Mom,, 

* Groen v. Priust., Archives, tttjc.t 13* U9, 
eqq. ; le?, 6q%. 17^ { Pouuia F^-^co. MSi, 
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dingly sent to Bnisaels, accompanie 

by twelye associates, who were fam 

liarly called his twelyeapostles.' Hei 

he laid before her Highness in -counc 

a statement, embodjTng the views < 

the confederates. In this paper the 

asserted that they were ever readv i 

mount and ride against a foreign fo< 

but that they would never draw 

sword against their innocent countn 

iM wishes . men. They maintained that their pa* 

T.t- ziiriir -rry to re- conduct deserved commendation, an 

IT - ■-;:r^ icar armed that in requiring letters of safe-coi 

^r- - ^ -Bii-rrsswd by duct in the names both of the Duchee 

--■r--:::-r S! • :.?acedby and of the Fleece knights, they wer 

- .-» "i.-». r thrr now governed not by a disposition to as: 

-.. --^ -. ::#.^ T. jbeck for pardon, but by a reluctance wit! 

-. .t:s*- wa? re.'s.-.y to out such guarantees to enter into st; 

--.- -:ar.*» -=■! tiat of pulations touching the public trar 

., .^. — ^^8^-:«:.:i ci quiUity. If, however, they should b 

... •— r -rrr^-Tj-jsL assured that the intentions of the R€ 

-. .. -.-.c ri: :- "-^-^res pent were amicable, and that ther 

— -.-.. i2f Recent was no design to take vengeance fo 

- ' --.^ M-.v: -vrsecu- the past— if, moreover, she were will 

> ■ - "^ar the :ng to confide in the counsels of Horn 

5 • v^ . r- that the Egmont, and Orange, and to take m 

■- -. -^ "■ »:ssry and important measure without their con 

- - .. -i - ^ ■ \vi been currence — ^if, above all, she would con 

. .-s Iv^w: been voke the states-general, then, and thei 

.^-7- .,*: "^ :v.-bors as only, were the confederates willing t< 

- ■».> rh:»: there exert their energies to preserve peace 

^. > - ■•>• rj? fr. r.: to restrain popular impetuosity, anc 

• .-. r .:" the l^aiiish universal despair.'* 

... *■ ■ c-.; y oe- So far Louis of Nassau and liistwelvt 
V ivr .-.-.''•^ apv^stles. It must be confessed that 

• •> -. -■ ,v r..i.:ct whatever might be thought of the jus" 
-n • ■ ->.i. mr«i tiiv. there could be but one opinion a£ 

^. •. -. — rs-^ TO to the boldness of these views. The 

^ -9^<*-. - ir.i to l^ichess was furious. If the language 

-.' vawiT^.i* held in April had been considered 

■r,-.- K-.np. audacious, certainly this new request 

, ^ " was. in her own words, "still more 

• >ss •. .•.-!>-0T>pe bitter to the taste, and more difficult 

. ^ • ■ . .vf^' Ti-.T* of digestion."* She therefore answered 

-^4.-. --..•. .•■►rriiHi in a venr unsatisfactory, haughty, and 

"■ T :.-.-h it ambiguous manner, reserving decision 

•-;..« •.■in*si^ upi^n their propositions till they had 

- -v.: the l-oen discussed by the stato-coimcil, 

\ ^8!^ * ■ft' iKWiY- and intimating that they would als^) 

X - — -.hi-.. TWixWdaiicc'do Philippo"lI.', 437.~Acco"nlinff 

>.- ■.■'-. ;";t. !.■• .-k letter ofCouwtLouiRjiowover (A rcliivcs 

■'.■-. Mi>.. N Oom»pi>iulanoe ii. 177-180), tho lloquost 

■■.--•x - "wvr.;»i *cciij to have been pi-oseutcd ui»on 

X .. . .-'iV. ilic Ji'th . f .Inly.— Stradn, V. 205. 

•' H. ■}■»"*»■. W.l'o. iloofd, lii. 98. Stnula. 

-, ;...-- .-.r*. V. ?i'.V I'vt*. 

** ' . ..v.- A, ,. ' v\vr7csi\>ndauco de Margaret d'Autricbe, 
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be laid before the knights of the Fleece, 
who were to hold a meeting upon the 
26th of August 

There was some further conversa* 
tion without any result. Esquerdes 
complained that the confederates were 
the mark of constant calumny, and 
demanded that the slanderers should 
be confronted with them and punished. 
** I understand perfectly well," inter- 
rupted Margaret^ "you wish to take 
justice into yoiu* OMm hands, and to be 
king yourself.^ It was further inti- 
mated by these reckless gentlemen, 
that if they should be driven by vio- 
lence into measures of self-protection, 
they had already secured friends in a 
certain country.* The Duchess, pro- 
bably astonished at the frankness of 
this statement, is said to have de- 
manded fiuther explanations. The 
confederates replied by observing that 
they had resources both in the pro- 
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vinces and in Germany. The state- 
council decided that to accept the pro- 
positions of the confederates would 
be to establish a triumvirate at once, 
and the Duchess wrote to ,her brother 
distinctly advising against the accept- 
ance of the proposal.^ The assembly 
at St Trend was then dissolved, hav- 
ing made violent demonstrations which 
were not followed by beneficial residts, 
and having laid itself open to various 
suspicions, most of which were ill- 
foimded, while some of them were just. 
Before giving the reader a brief ac- 
count of the open and the secret policy 
pursued by the government at Brus- 
sels and Madrid, in consequence of 
these transactions, it is now necessary 
to allude to a startling series of events, 
which at this point added to the com- 
plications of l^e times, and exercised 
a fatal influence upon the situation of 
the commonwealth. 



CHAPTER VIL 

Ecclesiastical arcbitecture in ttie Netherlands— The image-breaking— Description of Ant- 
werp Cathedral — Ceremony of the Ommegang — Precursory disturbances — ^Iconoclasts at 
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Testimony of contemporaries as to the honesty of the rioters— Consternation of the 
Duchess—Projected flight to Mons— Advice of Horn and other seigniors— Accord of 26th 
August. 



The Netherlands possessed an extra- 
ordinary number of churches and 
monasteries. Their exquisite architec- 
ture and elaborate decoration had 
been the earliest indication of intel- 
lectual culture displayed in the coun- 
lay. In the vast number of cities, 
towns, and villages which were crowded 
upon that narrow territory, there had 
been, from circunistances operating 
throughout Christendom, a great ac- 
cumulation of ecclesiastical wealth. 
The same causes can ^ never exist 
again which at an early day covered 
the soil of Eiu*ope with those magnifi- 
cent creations of Christian art. It was in 
these anonymous but entirely original 

1 Renom de France, MS., i. 18. 
'Ibid. Correspondanoe do Marg. d'Au- 
triche, 142. 

VOL.L 



achievements that Gothic genius, 
awaking from its long sleep of the 
dark ages, first expressed itself. The 
early poetry of the German races was 
hewn and chiselled in stone. Around 
the steadfast principle of devotion then 
so firmly rooted in the soil, clustered 
the graceful and vigorous emanations 
of the newly-awakened mind. All 
that science could invent, all that art 
could embody, all that mechanical 
ingenuity could dare, all that wealth 
could lavish, — whatever there was of 
human energy which was panting for 
pacific utterance, wherever there 
stirred the vital principle which in- 
stinctively strove to create and to adorn 



2 Le Petit : Grande Chronique de HoUande, 
109a, 114b. Groen v. Prinst., Archives, ii. 
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at nil epocli wiiecL vulgar violence and 
fleatnictiveoeaa were the gsD^ral ten- 
deni^ica of humanity, all gathered 
arcpuud these nmgnificent teraplea* m 
their aapiring pinnacle.^ at laat pierced 
the mist which had m long brooded 
over the wory. 

Therms were tOAnj htmdreda of 
churches, more or leas Temarkable^ in. 
the Netherlands Although a severe 
criticlsin might regret to find in these 
particuJar produ{:tionfl of the great 
G^rnjanic school a development of 
that practical tendency which di^- 
tingnished the Batavlau and Flenush 
bitvachea^ — although it might r&cQg- 
nise a departure from that mystic 
prindple whioh^ in ita efforts to ajm- 
boUfle the etrivings of hnmanity to- 
wards the inlnite objeet of worship 
above, had somewhat dieregarded the 
wants of the worshippora below, — 
aUhough the apricea might be too wide 
and the intercolnmniations too empty, 
except for the convenience of eongre- 
gations, — yet there were, nevertheksa, 
m iiuy ecclesiastical maaterpiececii which 
could be rega riled as very brilliant 
nmnifcstatiuns of the Batavian and 
Belgic mind during the thirteenth and 
fourfceetith centuries. Many were 
filled with paintings from a school 
which bad precedence in time and 
merit over ita aister nurHeriea of art 
la Germany, AH were peopled with 
statuei. All were filled with pto- 
fvieely-adomed chapels, forthechurchea 
had been enriched generation after ge- 
neration by wealthy peQitenoe, wMoh 
had tlius purchased absolution for 
crime and smoothed a pathway to 
heaven. 

And uow, for the apace of oialy aii 
or aeven Rummer dAya and nights* 
there raged a storm by which aU these 
trea^^nreai were deetroyei Nearly 
every one of these temples was en- 
tirely rifled of iU coBtents; not for 
the purpoae of plunder, but of de- 
fftrnetion. Hardly a provint.se or a 
town eacapetL Art must for ever 
weep ortjr this bereavement^ Huma- 
nity must regret that the reforming \m 
thutf alwaya ready to degenerate into 
the dc!fitnictive principle; but it ia 
jmpcjsaihle to censure very seN^erely 
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the spirit which prompted the hruta!^l 
but not feroclona deed. Those statues* ' 
aesociated &s they were with the re- 
nuorfielea^ persecution which had so 
long desolated the provineei, had 
oeased to be Imager. They had grown 
human and hateful, eo that the people 
aro«te usd devoted them to mdluiruiur 
nate massacre. 

No doubt the iconoclastic fury b to 
be regretted ; for such treasuree can 
scarcely be renewed. The age fcd^ 
building and decorating great catho 
drals is past. Certainly^ our own age|l 
practical and benevolent^ if lesa poeti- 
cal, ahouH occupy itself with tli«f 
present, and project itself into thai 
future. To elothe the nalced^ redeem 
the erlminalj feed the hungry, less by 
alms and homilleB than by preventive 
inc^titutiona and beneficent le^^iaW 
tion ; above all^ by the diSu^ion of 
national education^ to hf t a raco upoQ,- 
a level of culture hardly attained I 
class in earher times, ifi as lofty a 1 
as to accumulate piles of ecde^if^ical 
splendour. 

It would be tedtoi^ to recount m 
detaU the events which characteriaed 
the remarkable image-breaking in tlie 
N^^therland^^, Am Antwcip was the 
central point in these transactionaj and 
as there was more wealth and magnid 
cence in the great cathedral of -^afl 
city than in any chureh of northern 
Europe, it is necessary to give a rapid 
outline of the ev^ita which occur 
there. From ita exhibition in 
place the spirit evetywhcre will 
he ehewn. 

The Church of our Lady, wbicli 
Philip bad so recently converted infe 
a cathedral, dated from the jeax' 1124 
although it may be more fairly con 
dered a work of the fourteenth cen 
tmry. Its college of canona tiad 1 
founded in another looility by Oo ' 
of Bouillon. The BrabJfmtine he 
who so romantically incivrnated th 
religious poetry of his age, who firs 
mounted the walls of redeemed Jer 
solera, and was ita fii-et Christiw 
monarch, but who refused to accept 1 
golden diadem on the spot where th 
'Saviour bad been crowned m 
thorns; the Fleming who lived , 



was the epic whida tiie great Ttaliaii, 
centiiriea afterwards, tranekted into 
immorial yvTm^ m thus itij ossooiated 
with the beautiful architectural poem 
which wm to grace his anc^trol 
realms Tlie body of the church — 
the ioterior aod gt^aceful p^rapectiTea 
ol which were not liable to the re- 
pTO&i&h. brought agaiiiBt many NefJier- 
land churches, of assimilating them- 
Helves already to the municipaJ palaces 
which they were to suggest— waa com- 
pleted in the f oarteenth century* The 
beautiful fa9ade, with its tower, was 
not completed till the year 151 8. The 
exquisite aud during smre^ the gigaii- 
tie atam upon whieh the oonaummate 
flower of thla architectural creation 
was to be at lant unfolded, was a plant 
of a whole century "e growth. Rising 
to a height of nearly five hundred feet, 
over a church of as many feet in 
liEnsgtbi, it worthily represented the 
upward tendency of Gothic archite<^ 
ture- Exteruftlly and internally the 
cathedral was a true expression of the 
Cbriatian principle of dcTotion. Aiuid 
iti Tast aecuEQulatiou of jmagjjry, its 
cndleHB oraaroeuts, its multiplicity of 
epiBodeft, its infinite variety of detailfl, 
the central, maternal principle waa 
^ever -viiible. Ererythitig pointed up- 
I wardfl^ from the Bpiro in the clouds to 
f the arch which enshrined the smollefit 
sculptured solnt in the chapels below. 
It was; a sanctuary, not lite pagan 
temples, to enclose & virible dsity, but 
an edifice where mortala might wor- 
ship au un&een Being in the realmjB 
aboTe. 

The church, with the noisy streets 
of the mctropolifl eddying around ita 
wallsj was a eacred idand in the tumnl- 
toous main. Through the perpetual 
twilight, tall columDC^ tranka in thick 
profusion grew from a floor chetiuered 
wilh lights and &b;ul<>we. Each shnft 
of the forest rose to a preteruEiturai 
height , the many branches interming- 
ling in the spa^^abo^e, to form a stately 
canopy. Foliage, flowers, and fruit of 
colo^ffll luxuriance, strange birds, 
hcaafei, griffina and chimeraa in end- 
leaa multitudes, the rank vegetation 
and the fantastic zoology of a fabu- 
lous worldj aeemed to decorate and to 
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animat43 the serried tnmka and pen- 
dant branches, while the shattering 
symphonies or dying murmurs of the 
organ suggested the rushing of the 
wind throu^ the forest, — now the 
fuU diapaaon of the storm, and now 
the gentle cadence of the evening 
breese. 

Internally, the church waa rich be- 
yond expression- All that opulent 
devotion could devisej m wood, bronze, 
marble^ silver, gold, precious jewoUery, 
or sacrament^ furniture, had been 
profusely lavished. The penitential 
tears of centuries had incrue^ted the 
whole interior with their glittering 
atalactiteji. Divided into five nave&i 
with external rows of chapels^ but 
separated by no screens or partittonSj 
the great temple forming an impomng 
whole, the effect was the mere impres- 
sive, the vtstaa almost iuflnlte In ap- 
pearance. The wealthy citizens* the 
twenty-seven guilds, the six military 
aaaociations, the rythmical colleges, 
besides mMiy other secular or religious 
aodiilitieaf had their own cbapek and 
altars, Tomba adorned with the elfi- 
gies of mailed crusaders and pious 
dames covered the floor, tattered ban- 
ners hung in the air, the escutcheons 
of the Golden Fleece, an order typical 
of Flemish industry, but of whieh 
Emperors and Kings were protid to be 
the chevalierB, decorated tiie columne. 
The vast and beautif ully-palnt^d win* 
dows glowed with scriptural scenes, 
antique portraits, homely allegories, 
painted in those brilliant and forgotten 
coltjurs which Art has not ceased to 
deplore* The daylight melting into 
gloom or coloured with fantastic bril- 
liancy, priests in eSulgeut robes chant- 
ing in unknowu language, the sublime 
breathing of choral inusiCj the suffo- 
caihig odours of myrrh and spikenard, 
suggefstive of the oriental scenery and 
imagery of Holy Writ, all combined to 
bewilder and exalt the senses. The 
highest and humblest aeemed to find 
themselves upon the^same level within 
those sacred precincts, where even the 
blood stained criminal was secure, and 
the arm of secular justice was para^ 
lysed 
But the work of degeneration had 
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commenced. • The atmosphere of the 
cathedral was no longer holy in the 
eyes of increasing multitudes. Better 
the sanguinary rites of Belgic Druids, 
better the yell of slaughtered victims 
from the " wild wood without mercy " 
of the pagan forefathers of the nation, 
than this fantastic intermingling of 
divine music,, glowing colours, gor- 
geous ceremonies, with all the burning, 
beheading, and strangling work which 
had characterised the system of human 
sacrifice for the past half -century. 

Such was the church of Ndtre Dame 
at Antwerp. Thus indiflferent or 
hostile towards the architectural trea- 
sure were the inhabitants of a city, 
where in a previous age the whole 
population would have risked their 
lives to defend what they esteemed 
the pride and garland of their metro- 
polis. 

The Prince of Orange had been 
anxiously solicited by the Regent to 
attend the conference at DuflfeL After 
returning to Antwerp, he consented, 
in consequence of the urgent entreaties 
of the senate, to delay his departure 
imtil the 18th of August should be 
past. On the 13th of that month he 
had agreed with the magistrates upon 
an ordinance, which was accordingly 
published, and by which the preach- 
ings wore restricted to the fields. A 
deputation of merchants and others 
waited upon him with a request to be 
permitted the exercises of the Re- 
formed religion in the city. This 
petition the Prince peremptorily re- 
fused, and the deputies, as well as 
their constituents, acquiesced in the 
decision, " out of especial regard and 
respect for his person." He, however, 
distinctly informed the Duchess that 
it would be difficult or impossible to 
maintain such a position long, and 
that his departure from the city would 
probably be followed by an outbreak. 
He warned her that it was very im- 
prudent for him to leave Antwerp at 
that particular juncture. Neverthe- 
less, the meeting ii the Fleece knights 
seemed, in Margaret's opinion, impera- 
tively to require his presence in Bnis- 
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sels. She insisted by repeated letters 
that he should leave Antweip imme- 
diately.^ 

Upon the 18th of August, the great- 
and time-honoured ceremony of the 
Onmiegang occurred. Accordingly, 
the great procession, the prinpipal 
object of which was to conduct around 
the city a colossal image of the Virgin, 
issued as usual from the door of the 
cathedral The image, bedizened and 
efiPulgent, was borne aloft upon the 
shoulders of her adorers, followed by 
the guilds, the military associstions, 
the rhetoricians, the religious sodali- 
ties, aU in glittering costume, bearing 
blazoned banners, and marching tri- 
umphantly through the streets with 
sound of trumpet and beat of drum.' 
The pageant, solemn but noisy, was 
exactly such a show as was most fitted 
at that moment to irritate Protestant 
minds and to lead to mischief. No 
violent explosion of ill-feeling, however, 
took place. The procession was fol- 
lowed by a rabble rout of scoffers, but 
they confined themselves to words 
and insulting gestures.^ The image 
was incessantly saluted, as she was 
borne along the streets, with sneers, 
imprecations, and the rudest ribaldry. 
" Mayken ! Mayken ! (little Mary) your 
hour is come. 'Tis your last pro- 
menade. The city is tired of you." 
Such were the greetings which the re- 
presentative of the Holy Virgin re- 
ceived from men grown weary of anti- 
quated mummery. A few missiles 
were thrown occasionally at the pro- 
cession as it passed through the city, 
but no damage was inflicted. When 
the image was at last restored to its 
place, and the pageant brought to a 
somewhat hurried conclusion, there 
seemed cause for congratulation that 
no tumult had occurred. 

On the following morning there was 
a large crowd collected in £ront of the 
cathedral. The image, instead of 
standing in the centre of the church, 
where, upon all former occasions, it 
had been accustomed during the week 
succeeding the ceremony to receive 
congratulatory visits, was now ignomi- 



^ Bor, ii. 81-^. Hoofd, iii, 99. Currespondance de Guiltaume le Tacit., L 188, 189. Groen 
T. Frinst., Archivea» etc., U. 2S6, 287. > Bor, U. 88. If eteren, ii. iO. * Bor, uli sup. 
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jiiously placed behind an iron railing 
within ilie choir. It had been deemed 
imprudent to leave it exposed to sac- 
rilegions hands. The precaution ex- 
cit^ derision. Many vagabonds of 
dangerous appearance, many idle ap- 
prentices and ragged urchins were 
banging for a long time about the 
imprisoned image, peeping through the 
railings, and indulging in many a brutal 
jest. ** Mayken ! Mayken ! " they cried, 
"art thou terrified so soon? Hast 
flown to thy nest so early? Dost 
think thyself beyond the reach of 
mischief? Beware, Mayken! thine 
hour is fast approaching ! " Others 
thronged around the balustrade, shout- 
ing, '* Vtvent lesguevlxl" and hoarsely 
conunanding the image to join in the 
beggars' cry. Then, leaving the spot, 
the mob roamed idly about the mag- 
nificent chm*ch, sneering at the idols, 
execrating the gorgeous ornaments, 
scoffing at crucifix and altar. 

Presently one of the rabble, a rag- 
ged fellow of mechanical aspect, in a 
tattered black doublet and an old 
fitraw hat, ascended the pulpit. Open- 
ing a sacred volume which he found 
there, he began to deliver an extem- 
poraneous and coarse caricature of a 
monkish sermon. Some of the by- 
standers applauded, some cried shame, 
some shouted^ " Long live the beggars ! " 
some threw sticks and rubbish at the 
mountebank, some caught him by the 
legs and strove to pull him from his 
place. He, on the other hand, man- 
fully maintained his ground, hurling 
back every missile, struggling with his 
assailants, and continuing the while to 
pom* forth a malignant and obscene 
discourse. At last a young sailor, 
warm in the Catholic faith, and im- 
pulsive as mariners are prone to be, 
ascended the pulpitfrom behind, sprang 
upon the mechanic, and fiimg him 
headlong down the steps. The preacher 
grappled with his enemy as he fell, 
and both came rollhig to the ground. 
Neither was much injured, but a tu- 
mult ensued. A pistol-shot was fired, 
and the sailor was wounded in the 
arm. Daggers were drawn, cudgels 



brandished, the bystanders taking part 
generally against the sailor, while those 
who protected him were somewhat 
bruised and belabo\u-ed before they 
could convey him out of the church. 
Nothing more, however, transpired 
that day, and the keepers of the cathe- 
dral were enabled to expel the crowd 
and to close the doors for the night.^ 
Information of this tumult was 
brought to the senate, then assembled 
in the Hdtel de Vill^ That body 
was thrown into a staw of great per- 
turbation. In losing the Prince of 
Orange they seemed to have lost their 
own brains, and the first measure 
which they took was to despatch a 
messenger to implore his return. In 
the meantime, it was necessary that 
they should do something for them- 
selves. It was evident that a storm 
was brewing. The pest which was 
sweeping so rapidly through the pro- 
vinces would soon be among them. 
Symptoms of the dreaded visitation 
were already but too manifest. What 
precaution should they take ? Should 
they issue a proclamation? Such 
documents had been too plenty of late, 
and had lost their virtue. It was the 
time not to assert but to exercise 
authority. Should they summon the 
ward-masters, and order the instant 
arming and mustering of their respec- 
tive companies ? Should they assemble 
the captains of the military associa- 
tions? Nothing better could have 
been desired than such measures in 
cases of invasion or of ordinary tumult, 
but who should say how deeply the 
poison had simk into the body politic; 
who should say with how much or 
how Utile alacrity the burgher militia 
would obey the mandates of the magis- 
tracy? It would be better to issue no 
proclamation unless they could enforce 
its provisions; it would be better not 
to call out the citizen soldiery imless 
they were likely to prove obedient. 
Should mercenary troops at this late 
hour be sent for? Would not their 
appearance at this crisis rather inflame 
the rage than intimidate the insolence 
of the sectaries? Never were magis- 
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tratea in greater perplexity. They 
knew not what couiBe was hkely to 
prove the aaf est, n<nd in their ajixiety 
to do nothing wrongs the Benatora did 
Tiothing at all. After a long and an- 
jdoTja conBultation^ the honest burgo- 
master and hm assooiatea all went 
home ta their beds, hoping that the 
threatening flame of civil tumult would 
die out of itself, or perhai^fi that thi^ir 
dresmfl would supply them with that 
wisdiJin which ee&med denied to their 
wakinj^' hours.* * 

In the morning, aa it waa known 
that no precaution hnd been taken^ 
the audaeity of the Reformers waa 
naturaJly Inoreaeed. W ithin the aathe- 
drol a great crowd was at un early 
hour eolteuted, whose saf age look^ and 
Tagged 'appearance denoted that the 
day and night were not likely to mas 
away bo peacefuUy ae the last The 
satno taunta and imprecations wei-e 
hurled at the imago of the Virgin ; the 
same howling of the heggara* cry re- 
sounded through the lofty archea. 
For a few honrs, no act of violence 
waa committed^, but the crowd in- 
Creased A few trifles, drifting, &a oiiuftlj 
before the event, seemed to indicate 
the apprtiitching convukion. A very 
paltry old woman excited the image- 
hrealdDg of Antwerp. She had for 
yesjfl feen accustomed to sit before 
the door of the cathedral with wax- 
tapers and wafers, earning a scanty 
^bsistence from the profits of her 
meagre trade, and by ^e small coins 
which she some timearecei ved in obarity. 
Some of the rabble began to ehalfer 
with this ancient huokflteress- They 
Bcoffed at her cons^rated wares ; they 
bttEidied with her ribald jests, of which 
her public position had furnished her 
with a supply ; they assured her that 
the hour had come when her idola- 
trouB traffic wa& to be for ever termi- 
natodj, when she and her patroness, 
lAary, were to be given over to de- 
atruction together. The old woman, 
enmged, answered threat with threat, 
and gibe with gibe. Passing from 
words to deedsj she began to catxih 
from the ground every offensive mis- 
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\ sile or weapon whieh she eould find, 
and to lay about her in all din&ctions. 
Her tormentora drfcnded themaelveit 
as they could. Having destroyed her 
whole stock-in-trade, they provoked 
others to appear in her defence. The 
paaaers-by thronged to the scene ; the 
cathedral was soon £lled to oveiifloiiv- 
ing; a furious tumult was already in 
progreea.^ 

Many personB fled in alofrni to the 
T&wn House, canying informatdriii of 
thig outbreak to the m^[istmtea, 
John Van Immeraeel, Margrave of 
Antwerp, was then holding eominuni> 
cation with the senate, and awaiting 
the arrival of the wardmasters, whom 
it had at last been thought expedient 
to sununom Upon intelligence of 
tins rioti which ^e militia, ii previ- 
ouely mustered, might have prevented, 
the senate determined to proceed to 
the cathedral in a bc>dy, with the hope 
of quelling the moli by the diguity o£ 
their presence. The margrave, who 
was the high executive omcer of thg 
little commonijvealth, marched down 
to the cathedrid accordingly, attended 
by the two biii^omaftters and all the 
senators. At hrat their authority^ 
solieitationsj and peraonal influence, 
prt>duced a good effect Some of thosa 
outside consented to retire, and 
tumult partially subsided within, 
night, however, was fast approaching 
many of the mob insisted upon 
maining for evening service. Theyl 
were informed that there would hie 
none that night, and that for onoe 
the people could certainly dispense 
with their vogpers. 

Several persona now manifeatiug aaj 
intention of leaving the cathodral, 
was suggested to the senators that 
they should lead the way, the popu 
lace wou]4 follow in their train, andl 
so disperae to tlieir homes. The ex- 
cellent magistratea took the advice^ 
not caring, porhapSj to fulfijawy lo^ 
the dangerous but not dignifled fi 
tion^ of police-officers, ^fore dep 
ing, they adopted the precaution of 
closing all the doors of the ehurcbi 
leaving a single one open^ ^t the 
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tl^bble dtill ratQEUning might hdve m. 
opportunity to departs It Hceiaed not 
to o<xuF to the BenELtoTB tbat the same 
gate would as convenieiitlj affonl an 
entrance for those without as mx egress 
for tbcise within. That unlooked-for 
eyent happened, however. No sooner 
Mjtl the magifitrates retired than tibe 
Tabble burst through the aingle door 
which had been left apen^ overpowered 
the m^rgrAve, whO| with a few atten- 
dantej had remaiued behind^ vainlj 
^Bdeavouxing by threats and exhorta- 
tions to appease the tumiiltj drove 
Mm i^ominioualy from the church, 
&ud tlir€:w aU the other portals wide 
opeD. Then the populace flowed in 
1iJi:e an angry sea^ The whole of the 
cathedra! was at ^& merey of the 
rioters, who were evidently bent on 
mlBchieL The wardens and treasurers 
of the church, after a vain attempt to 
secure a few of its most prd<:io\)s pos- 
seffiiotiSj, retired They carried, the 
news to the eon(tt<irs^ who, aecotnpanied 
by a few htilberdmeUj again ventured 
to apprrjDjch the spot. It was but for 
lh moment^ however^ for appalled by 
the ftirioufl Boimdfl which came from 
within the churchy as if in visible forces 
were preparing a catastrophe which 
no human power could withstand^ 
the magistrates fled precipitately from 
the ecene. Fearing that the next 
attack would be upon the Town House^ 
they hastened to concentrate at that 
point their available strength, and left 
the state jy cather^rAl to ittj fate.^ 

And now, as the shadows of Dight 
were deepening the perpetual twilight 
of the church, the work of deatruction 
commenced Tustead of vespers rose 
the fierce music of a psalm, yelled by 
a tboufiand angry voices- It seemed 
the preconcerted signal for a general 
attack. A band of maraudi^rs flew 
upon the imnge of the Virgin, dragged it 
forth from its receptacle, plunged 
daggers into jt^ inanimate body, tore 
off its jewelled and embroidored gar- 
mentsi broke the whole figure into a 
thousand pieces^ and scattered the 
fragmenti aloDg the floor. A wild 
shout succeeded, and then tlie work 
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which seemed delegated to a (sompara- 
tively small number <if th® aBsembletl 
crowd, went on mth intn-edible cele- 
rity* Some were armed with axeu^ 
some with bludgeons^ some with sledge- 
ham mere; othera brought ladders, 
pulleys. rop«a, and levers- Every 
statue was liurled from its niche, every 
picture torn from the wall, every 
painted window shivered to atoms, 
every ancient monument shattered, 
every sculptured deconvtion, however 
inaccessible in appearance, hurled to 
the ground* Indefatigablyj audaci- 
ouslyj — endowed, as it seemed, with 
pretematurad strength and mmblenej^, 
these furious icono^oets clambered up 
the duExy heights, shrieking and chat- 
tering like maUgnant apea, as they tore 
off in triumph the ilowly-maturod fruit 
of centuries In a space of time won- 
derfully brief, they hzid accomplished 
their task 

A 'colossal and magnificent group of 
the Saviour crucified between two 
thioTtia adorned the principal altar. 
The statue of Christ waa wrfenched 
from its place with ropes and pulleySj 
while the malefactors, with bitter and 
blasphemous irony, were left on high, 
the only representatives of the marble 
crowd wMch had beeo destroyed, A 
very beautiful piece of architeattire 
decorated die choirj^the " repoBitory,'* 
s« it waa caUed, in which the body of 
Christ was figuratively eushrinei Thig 
much "itdrai red work rested upon a 
single column, but rose, arch upon 
arch, pillar upon, pillar, to the height 
of three hundred feet, till quite loet in 
the vaidt above.' It wag ui>w shattered 
into a miihon pieces. The statues, 
images, picturest omam^its, as they lay 
uptm the ground, were broken with 
slodge-hammciBj hewn with astes, 
trampled, torn, and beaten into shreds. 
A troop of harlots, snatching waxen 
tapers from the altars, fitood around 
the destroyers and lighted them at 
their work. Nothing escaped their 
omnivorous rage. They deiseeruted 
seventy chapels, forced open all the 
chests of troasure, covered their own 
squalid attire with the goigeous robes 
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o: the ecdeEDiUiticSj broke the sacred 
bread, poured out the Bacrajziental wine 
into golden chaliceis, quaffing huge 
draxighta to the be^ars' health; 
burned all the Bf^lendid minalB and 
inanuHcrijjt«, aud Kmeared their uhoee 
with the Hacred oil, with which kingB 
and prelatei) had l^een anointed It 
seernud that each of these malicioufi 
ereaturet! muHt have been endowed 
with the Ht length of a hundred giants. 
JJow elM^ in the few brief hours of a 
iiiidmiiiitiM^r night, could such a mon- 
utrouM di;Hiicration have l>een accom- 
l>Iiiiliwi by a tro^jp, which, accordhig 
to ill) lUM^xints, vf-dn not more than one 
hundred in number.* There was a 
multitude of B£>ectators, as upon all 
Hucli occiLBioiui, but the actual S];x)iler8 
Wtiirt very few. 

'J'h»i nol)leMt and richest temple of 
tliH NeUierlanrls was a wreck, but the 
fury of the HpoilerH was excited, not 
ttppeiuuMl. P];ich seizing a burning 
tonh, tlie whole herd rushed from the 
cathedral, and swept howling through 
the strootH. " Long live the beggars ! " 
VHaoimdwi through the sultry mid- 
night air, OS the nivenous pack flew to 
and fro, smiting every image of the 
Virgin, every crucifix, every sculptured 
gaint, eveiy (Jutholic symbol which 
tliHV met with upon their ])ath. All 
night long, thty roamed from one 
Baci'tul edifice to another, thoroughly 
destroying as they went. Before 
morning they hml sacked thirty 
ehmvheri within the city walls. They 
entered the monasterios, burned their 
invaluable libraries, destroyed their 
altars, statues, pictures, and descend- 
ing iutu the ccllai-s, brtvicheil every 
tSfwk which tliey foimd there, iK)uring 
«»ut in one gn'at ttoinl all the ancient 
wine and ale with which those holy 
mnu had been wont to sv»laco their re- 
tiuiuent I'rom gt*nerativ»u to gi^nenition. 
They iuNsuleil the nunneries, whence 
thw oi'.oui>ants, i»inuo-strioken, fled for 

* (.'ovruMimuvlanco ilo Marg. d'Autriche, 
189.— rv»mi«iii« lloptior. Kvc. ot Mem.. 97; 
btrmU, V. ^ia; Ihmul. iii. lol. lUirgvm. ii. 
V^l -Ul ISor, U. 84 ; Sklotvreu, ii. 40; iioiiti- 
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•»Yuu«» eutui«a veu," n^yn Puiuui Pa^eiu 
ti ^ yiMiYXw uouaius wirUr d« leurs mutua»- 
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refuge to the houBes of their friends 
and kindred. The etreets were filled 
with monks and nuns, running ^hi« 
way and that, ahrieking and fluttering, 
to escape the claws of these fiendi^ 
Calvinifita.' The terror was imaginary, 
for not the least remarkable feature in 
these transactions was, that neither in- 
sult nor injury was offered to man or 
woman, and that not a f arthing*s value 
of the immense amount of property 
destroyed was appropriated. It was a 
war, not against the living, butagunst 
graven images, nor was the sentiment 
which prompted the onslaught in the 
least commingled with a desire of 
plimder. The principal citizens of 
Antwerp, expecting every instant that 
the storm would be diverted from the 
ecclesiastical edifices to private dwell- 
ings, and that robbery, rape, and mur- 
der, would follow sacrilege, remained 
all night expecting the attack, and pre- 
pared to defend their hearths, even if 
the altars were profaned. The precau- 
tion was needless. It was asserted by 
the Catholics that the confederates and 
other opulent Protestants had orga- 
nised this company of profligates for 
the meagre pittance of ten stivers a- 
day. On the other hand, it was be- 
lieved by many that the Catholics had 
themselves plotted the whole outrage 
in order to bring odium upon the Re- 
formers. Both statements were equally 
unfoimded. The task was most 
thoroughly performed, but it was 
prompted by a furious fanaticism^ not 
by baser motives.* 

Two days and nights longer the 
havoc raged unchecked through all the 
churches of Antwerp and the neigh- 
bouring villages. Hardly a statue or 
picture escaped destruction. Yet the 
rage was directed exclusively against 
stocks and stones. Not a man was 
wounded nor a woman outraged. Pri- 
soners, indeed, who had been lan- 
guishing hopelessly in dungeons were 
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liberated. A monk, who had been in 
the prison of the Barefoot Monastery for 
twelve years, recovered his freedom. 
Art was trampled in the dust, but hu- 
manity deplored no victims.^ 

These leading features characterised 
the movement everywhere. The pro- 
cess was simultaneous and almost uni- 
versaL It was difficult to say where 
it began and where it ended. A few 
days in ihe midst of August sufficed 
for the whole work. The number of 
churches desecrated has never been 
counted. In the single province of 
Flanders, four hundred were sacked.' 
In Limbuig, Luxemburg, and Namiu*,' 
there was no image-breaking. In 
Mechlin, seventy or eighty persons ac- 
complished the work thoroughly, in 
the very teeth of the grand-council, 
and of an astonished magistracy.^ 

In Toumay, a city distinguished for 
ii^ecclesiastical splendour, ttie Reform 
had been making great progress during 
the summer. At the same time the 
haia^ between the two religions had 
been growing more and more intense. 

On the 22d of August the news 
reached Toumay that the churches in 
Antwerp, Ghent, and many other 
places, had been sacked. There was 
an instantaneous movement towards 
imitating the example on the same 
evening. Pasquier de la Barre, pro- 
cureur-general of the city, succeeded 
by much entreaty in tranqmUising the 
people for the night. The " guard of 
terror " was set, and hopes were enter- 
tained that the storm might blow over. 
The expectation was vain. At day- 
break next day, the mob swept upon 
the churches and stripped them to the 
very walls. Pictures, statues, organs, 
ornaments, chalices of silver and gold, 
reliquaries, albs, chasubles, copes, cibo- 
ries, crosses, chandeliers, lamps, censers, 
all of richest material, glittering with 
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pearls, rubies, and other precious stones, 
were scattered in heaps of ruin upon 
the ground.* 

As the spoilers burrowed among the 
ancient tombs, they performed, in one 
or two instances, acts of startlkig pos- 
thimious justice. The embalmed body 
of Duke Adolphus of Gueldres, last of 
the Egmonts, who had reigned in that 
province, was dragged Horn, its se- 
pulchre and recognised.^ Although it 
had been there for ninety years, it 
was as imcorrupted, "owing to the 
excellent spices which had preserved 
it from decay," '^ as upon the day of 
burial Thrown upon the marble 
floor of the church, it lay several days 
exposed to the execrations of the mul- 
titude.8 The Duke had committed a 
crime against his father, in consequence 
of which the province which had been 
ruled by native races had passed under 
the dominion of Charles the !^ld. 
Weary of waiting for the old Duke's 
inheritance, he had risen against him 
in open rebellion. Dragging him from 
his bed at midnight in the depth of 
winter, he had compelled the old man, 
with no covering but his night-gear, 
to walk with naked feet twenty-five 
miles over ice and snow from Grave 
to Buren, while he himself performed 
the same journey in his company on 
horseback. He had then thrown him 
into a dimgeon beneath the tower of 
Buren Castle, and kept him a close 
prisoner for six months.® At last, the 
Duke of Burgundy summoned the 
two before his council, and proposed 
that Adolphus should allow Ms father 
6000 florins annually, with the title 
of Duke till his death. " He told us," 
said Comines, " that he would sooner 
throw the old man head-foremost 
down a well and jump in himself 
afterwards. His father had been 
Duke forty-four years, and it was time 
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for Mm "bo retire." Adolphiifl^ bemg 
thus intractablB, had been kept in 
prlBon tUl after the death of Charles 
the Bold. To the memorable in^uiTec- 
tion of QheDt^ iu the time of the Lady 
Maty, he owed his liberty. The inBur- 
geut citiiseni} took hitn from prison, and 
cauBed liitn to leud tbem in the foray 
agftinat TouriiEvy.* Beneath the walls 
of that city he waia Blain, and buried 
under ita catbodral. And now^ as if 
bis ofTcnce bad not been sufficiently 
atoned for by the Iohh of Iiia anceatnd 
honourg^ hia captivity, and his death, 
the e^rthj o-fter the lapse of nearly a 
century, had csst hira forth from lier 
boeom. There, once more beneath 
the flunlightf amid a ribald crew ot a 
later generation which bad still pra- 
served tba memtJry of his sin^ lay the 
body of the more than parricide, 
whom '' excellent apices'* had ibua 
preserved from corruptioHj only to 
be the mark of scam and demoniac 
laughter.^ 

A iargv< asHemblage of rictefs, grow- 
ing in numbora aa they advanced^ 
awept over the provioce of Toumay, 
after accompliehing the sack of the 
city churche* Armed with halberds, 
hammers, and pitchforks^ ^bey carried 
on the war, day &f tex^ day;, against the 
images. At the convent of Mar- 
ohiennes, conaidered by contempo- 
lariea tlie moat beautiful abbey in all 
the Ketheriands, they halted to sing 
the ten commandments in Marot'a 
verse. Hardly had the vast chonuj 
finished the precept i^inat graven 
images^ — 

Tnlllcr nu to forna imaige 

De qiielque cLose qua co suit, 

Sy homiour luy taisi on hotuitunigo^ 
Boll Ditiii jfllauoif; en rejoit, 

when the whole mob seemed 9eize<I 
with sudden madnesa. Without wait- 
ing to complete the Paaim, they 
fastened upon the company of marble 
martyra, as if they had pjsaesaed aen- 
sibiUty to feel the blows inflicted In 
an hour they imd laid the whole in 
ruinft.^ 

Having accomplished this deed, 

1 H£moiiM9« dtf Philippe dQ Comiaea {LoiuL 
•t l>ris, IT4T)* liv. iv, IW-llW, 
» Tvntu^ Paj'oa MS., IL 
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they swept on towards Ancliin^ Here, 
however, they were confronted by the j 
Seigneur de ht Tour, who, at the head | 
of a stnall company of peasants, at- i 
tacked the marwiden and gained a 
complete victory* Five or sir hun- 
dred of them were alaint others were J 
drowTied in the river and adjacent} 
Bwamps, the rest wore disperaed,* It ' 
waa thua proved that a little more 
spirit upon the part of the orderly 
portion of the inhabitants might have 
brought abr>ut a diiferent result than 
the universal image-breaking. 

In Yaleneiennea» 'Hhe tragedy/' as 
an eye-witnesfi tialla it, was performed 
upon Saint Bartholomew^a day. It 
was, however, only a tragedy of 
etatueSp Hardly as many sen^elcAS 
Htunes were victims as there were to 
be living Huguenots eacrificed m rhi 
single city upon a Bartholomew which J 
wa£ fast approaching. In the Valen^ 
ciennej? massacre not a human being J 
wa« injured, * 

Sucb in g^cneral outline and in ceT-] 
tain individual details^ wi^ the cele^ ' 
brtj-ted icenomachy of the Nether- 
landa. The movement was a sudden 
exploaion of popular revenge against 
the evTiibols of that Church by which 
the ilofcrmers had been endui'ingsuch 
terrible perseeution. It was also on 
expresaion of the general sympathy 
for the doctrmes which hadt^iken poa^J 
seaaton of the national hearL It wa<| 
the depravation of that instinct whiekl 
had in the beginning of the summerl 
drawn Calvimits and Lutherans forth" 
in armed bodies, twenty thousand ' 
atrong, to woT«tiip God in the ojwn 
iielda. The difference between the 
two phenomena wna, that the field- 
preaching waa a crime committed by I 
the whole masa of the Reformers; 
men, women, and Gbildren eonfrontiiiigl 
the penalties of death, by a general de- 
termination^ while the image-breaking i 
was the act of a small portion of the J 
populace, A hundred persons belong^f 
ing to thtj lowest order of etwiety| 
Butflcsd for the deaecratiuii of tb^ 
Antwerp chnrchea. It waa, said 

» Nic. Buixutidl, ubl fflip. PonliiA Pftyon 
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Oii^i^e, "a mero handful of mbble/' 
wbo did tlie deed.^ Sir Eichard 
Clough saw ten or twelve personE 
entirely sack church after church, 
wkde ten thousand s^pectatora looked 
OD^ indiSererit or horrar-istruct* The 
bands of iconocl^ta were of the lowest 
oharacter, and few in number. Per- 
luipo the laj'geAt awemblage wtus that 
woich ravaged the province of Tour- 
nay^ but tbU was 60 weak a« to be 
entii^ly Toutisd by a small and deter- 
mined force. The duty of repreaaion 
devolved upon both Catbolica and 
Frot^tanta. N either party Htirred. All 
teemed overcome with speci,il wonder 
as the tempewt eiWf^pt ovtjr the land. 

Th« miniiiters of the Reformed reli- 
gion, dud the chiei^ of the liberal 
party, all deaouiioed the imagu-break- 
iDg. Frantjia Juniua'' bitterly regret- 
ted ffuch exet^Bses. Ambrose Wllle^, 
purs of all parti cipELtion in the erimej, 
stood up before ten thoii^nd Re- 
formers at Tourn«y — even while the 
Bt*irm was ragttig in the neighbouring 
ettie^t a]tid wben nmny voic^ed around 
Ikim were he^arsely commanding aimi^ 
Inr depravities — to rebuke the Dut- 
rag^ by which a sacred cause waa 
diojgTaoedL^ The Prince of Orange, in 
hifi private letters, deplored the riota, 
and atigmatised the perpetrators. Evea 
Bredert^jde, while, aa Suzerain at hiB 
city of Viane, he ordered the images 
there to be quietly taken from the 
cburche^, chai'aefceriBed thiB popular 
insurrection as insensate and Hfigi- 
tioufl.* Many of the leading oonfede- 
Tatea not only were offended with the 
proceediiig»| but id thoir eagemeae to 
chastise the kouoclasts and to escape 
from a league of which they were 
weary, began to take severe measures 
HgilinEt the ministerfi and Refarraeraj 
c? wJiom they had constituted them- 
eelYQg in April the eapeclal protectors^ 

1 *' Eiii baujffen leichtftartlg^s Keaindl iiis,"— 
Omea v. Priiifft.» Arohive*, ii> W^. ''Skj 
ssod &s nnJtr gai-iDg;ikjhQL£ige und scblei^hte 
Uuthe guwdsea dte fiolches ausz oicfner bowrg- 
gUDg^uijduiiigerlult dor tangou 2aitt geDbttcn 
unmeaiBcldiii^bea v^rfdlguug b^gungan hji- 
\mx^** — ^Letter pf Orau|nB to tha ELIaitcfi' of 
Macaajr In Archivea ^t Carreapondauoov H* 

*GK>fln r- Prinat,, ijcUlves!, ii. 2lT, 2lB. 
B De ia Borre MB. 



The next i-emarkable characteriatic 
of these tumults was the almost entire 
abatinencB of the rioters from peraonal 
outrage and from piUage. The testl' 
mony of a very Ibitter, but honest 
Catholic at ValencienneSi is remark- 
able upon this point. " Certain ehro- 
niclere," eaid he^ "have ^^atly mia- 
taken the ohar(vcter of tbm image- 
breaking. It ba^ been said that the 
Calvinists killtKl a hundred pricsl^ in 
this city, cutting some of them into 
pieeeSj and burning others over a alow 
fire. IremeiHiberv^ry well every thing whi^ 
happened upon thai ab(miinaMe d^iy^Mid. 
I can affirm that not a mngU priest was 
injured. The Huguenottj took good 
care not t& tjijure m any wa^ th^ Uvm^ 
ima^e»,"^ This was the ease every- 
where. Catholic and Froteatant writara 
agree that no deeds of violence were 
committed against man or woman.** 

It would be alao very easy to ac* 
aumulate a vast weight of testimony 
aa to their forbearance from robbery. 
They deatroyed for destmctiona sake, 
not for purpc)ees of plunder. Although 
belonging to the lowest claeaeB of so- 
oiety, they left heapa of jewelleiy, of 
gold and silver plate, of oo^y embroi- 
dery, lying imheeded upon the ground. 
Th^^ felt instinctively that a great 
pa^ion would be contaminated by 
admixture with paltry motives. In 
Flanders a company of rioters hanged 
one of their own number for steabng 
articles to the value of five ehUlings/ 
111 Valenciennes the iconoclasts were 
offered lai;ge sums if tbey would re- 
frain horn desecrating the cburobes 
of that cit^, but they, rejected the 
proposal with disdain. The honeat 
Catholic hurgber who recorded the 
fact, observed that be did so because 
of the many misrepresentations on the 
subject, not because ha wished to 
flatter heresy and rebellion.* 

* GiXJen V. Pritist., AxnhiVBSt etc., it 291, 
1163, 4^3. ^ UiatolrQdoscha^Qi 
IftS plus miCEDombles^ eto,— 3£3. 

* Seu Letter of Chnigh alrcRdy qini^ttid. — 
Compare Qtrnda, v, :;215, fwr proolia of tho 
abatlnencG fruni insult of the xiuiiBacLdQth'Qr 
women Qu thia mctaoiablti oocosiDa^ 

' Burgoa* uW sup. 

* **Ca n'ast paa que jo Teuilk ftattor la 
tsbelliou ut rhorii*ie, nj la quallfte? benigua 
et dubomioii'e.''— Viiilouciemisi* 11^ 
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At Tournayi tlie greatest acrtipii- 
louene^ waa obearved uikjh this poiot. 
The floor of tbe csntliedral waa Htrewn 
with " peitrb asd precious ^itie^, with 
chalices and reliquarieii of »Qyer and 
grM;*' but tbe ministerfl of the Ro- 
formed TellgioUj in company with the 
jnagiBtratofij ciiiae to Uie i^pot, and 
found no diificultj, although utterly 
without power to prevent tbo i&torm, 
ijl taking quiet poeaeesion of the wneiclt. 
" We hsd enrerytbing of value/' Bays 
ProcureuT-Gi^neral De la Barren *^' care- 
fully inventoriedj weighed^ locked in 
chtatfl, and placed tmder a strict guard 
in the priaon of the REdle, to which 
one set of keys were given to th© 
miniatcrSj and anotber to the meigiit- 
trates."* Whu will dare to ceUBiu-e in 
very jflvere language this havoc among 
etocke and stones in a land where so 
mdny living men and women, of more 
value than many statues, had been 
tikugbtered by the Inquisition, and 
where Alva*B ** Blood Tribunftl" was 
&o soon to ecli|jiBe evon that terrible in- 
stitution in the number of its viotimB 
fmd the amount of its eonfiscationig ? 

Yet the effect of the riots wivs des- 
tined to be most disastrous for a time 
to the reforming party. It fumiabed 
plausible ejtcueea for many lukowami 
friends of their cause to withdraw from 
all connexion witb it." Egmont de- 
jionnced the proceedings as highly 
flagitious, and busied himself with, 
punishing the criminals in Flandera^* 
The Regent was beside herself with 
indignation and terror. Philip, when 
he beard the news, fell into a paroiyBm 
of frenzy. *' it sball cost them dear ! ** 
he cried^ as he tore bis beard for rago; 
" it shEdl cost them dear [ \ swear it 
by the soul of my father T* * The Re- 
formation in tbe Netherlands, by the 
fut^ of these fanatics^ was thus mad« 
apjiareTitTly to abandon the high ground 
upon wliich it bad stood in the early 
summer The sublime spectacle of the 

1 Pnnquipr de la Barra MS.^ t 33, 

* Groeii V, Prinst., AruhiTea, ti 282. 

* Poritui Fayea MS. 

* Letter of Moiillom to GranTolIc, SOth 
6«pteixiber ItM^ in Gachflrd^ AxmJ. Belg. 
254, 



multitudinous field^preacbiiig wfti mil* I 
lied by the exceeses o£ the imjigo<I 
breaking* The reltgioujs whTj, bef urt ] 
imminent, became mevit*ble. 

Nevertheleai, Uie first effifeot of 
tuin^ilts waa a tempomry iM]vant«ge 1 
the Hefortners. A great o*3nces»iori wj« \ 
extorted from tbe f oars of tlie Duchrti i 
Kegent, who waa certainly pliiced in a 
terrible position. Her oundtict wsa 
not heroic, although she uiight be for- 
given for trepidation. Her trcacherr, 
however, under these trying circum- 
stances, was less veniaL At thi^ 
o'clQ<;k in tbe morning of the 22d «! 
August,* Orange, Egmont, Horn, Hr^t)^ 
strfuiten, MMiMeld^ and otberg, weri 
summoned to the palaces. Tbisy fomitd^ 
ber already eqtiipped for fltght^ SIl^ 
roimded by her waiting-women , Gliam- ^ 
borlains and lackeys, while tbe mule 
and backneys stood harnessed in \}d 
court-yard, and her bodjv. 
prepared to mount at a 
notice.^ She announced htL ^i^ujj. 
of retroating at once to 3^1<>xi;», in whictt 
city, owing to Aeracbot^B t'lire, ah| 
hoped to lind refi;ge against the futi 
of tbe rebellion then ewerpinicf t}»J| 
country. Her alarm was 
yond controL 8be w*s v 
tbe storm was ready to i 
Brussels, and that every i. ■ 
about to be mnsaacred before 
Aremberg, Eerlayniont, and Jioin 
mes, were with the Ducbees when t 
other Beignlors arrived 

A part of the Duke of Aeta^hot'ld 
company bad been ordered out 
escort die projected flight to M(m&| 
Orange, Horn, Egmont, and 
fitraaten ihiplored her to 
ber fatal resolution, lliey repr 
that suoh a retreat before a mob \ 
be tbe very means of mining the c 
tiy. They denounced aD perstTui i 
bad oounsellod tbe scheme, as eutti 
of his Majesty Aud herself. Tlieyi 
tested their readiuees to die at her i 

plfinieTitj ii, 111, «qq. Vjt. Vtglli, *f, 
Vifcl, KpiKt. ad Hopitcnim, fiTt. 

• Lettertsf Horn to Monti'/i.v. h\ Fnfip«w/i 
anrl m DyviiegvoUt^ Auli-p 
, dc Hist. V. P. Bor. i. 01, ! 
fiiipra. Corrcfpandjwcodt 



1S3 oqq, letter of Horn in Fcpiwtm, fiup^ \ 1 4&i-45t, 
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in her defence, but besought her not 
to abandon the post of duty in the 
hour of periL While they were thua 
anxiously debating, Yiglius entered 
the chamber. -Witii tears streaming 
down her cheeks, Margaret turned to 
the aged President, uttering fierce re- 
proaches and desponding lamentations. 
Viglius brought the news that the citi- 
zens had taken possession of the gates, 
and were resolved not to permit her 
departure from the city. He remind- 
ed her, according to the indispensable 
practice of all wise' counsellors, that 
he had been constantly predicting this 
result. He, however, failed in admi- 
nistering much consolation, or in sug- 
gesting any remedy. He was, in truth, 
in as great a panic a& herself; and it 
was, according to the statement of the 
Duchess, mainly in order to save the 
President from threatened danger, that 
she eventually resolved to make con- 
cessions. " VigHus," wrote Margaret 
to Philip, " is so much afraid of being 
cut to pieces, that his timidity has be- 
come incredible."^ Upon the warm 
assurance of Count Horn, that he would 
enable her to escape from the city, 
should it become necessary, or would 
perish in the attempt^ — a promise in 
which he was seconded by the rest of 
the seigniors — she consented to remain 
for the day in her palace.^ Mansfeld 
was appointed captain-general of the 
city; Egmont, Horn, Orange, and the 
others agreed to serve under his orders; 
and all went down together to the 
Town-House, The ma^strates were 
simMnoned, a general meeting of the 
citizens was convened, and the an- 
nouncement made of Mansfeld's ap- 
pointment, together with an earnest 
appeal to aU honest men to support 
the government. The appeal was an- 
swered by a shout of unanimous ap- 
probation,* an enthusiastic promise to 
live or die with the Regent, and the 
expression of a resolution to permit 
neither Reformed preaching nor image- 
breaking within the city.^ 

Nevertheless, at seven o'clock in the 
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1 Correspondance de Philippe II., i. 460, 
461. 
a Letter of Horn to Montigny, ubi sup. 
» Ibid. 
* Ibid. Hoof d, iii 107. Bor, it 85. 



evening, the Duchess again sent for the 
seigniors. She informed them that she 
had received fresh and certain infor- 
mation that the churches were to be 
sacked that very night; that Yiglius^ 
Berlaymont, and Arembei^g were to be 
killed, and that herself and Egmont 
were to be taken prisoners. She re- 
peated many times that she had been 
ill-advised, expressed bitter regret at 
having deferred her flight from the 
city, and called upon those who had 
obstructed her plan, now to fulfil their 
promises. Turning fiercely upon Count 
Horn, she uttered a volley of reproaches 
upon his share in the transaction. " You 
are the cause," said she, " that I am 
now in this position. Why do you not 
redeem your pledge, and enable me to 
leave the place at once?"* Horn re- 
plied that he was ready to do so if she 
were resolved to stay no longer. He 
would at the instant cut his way through 
the guard at the Caudenberg gate, and 
bring her out in safety, or die in the 
effort. At the same time, he assiu'ed 
her that he gave no faith to the idle 
reports flying about the city, reminded 
her that nobles, magistrates, and citi- 
zens were imited in her defence, and, 
in brief, used the same arguments 
which had before been used to pacify 
her alarm. The nobles were again 
successful in enforcing their counsels, 
the Duchess was spared the ignominy 
and the disaster of a retreat before an 
insurrection which was only directed 
against statues, and the ecclesiastical 
treasures of Brussels were saved from 
sacrilege." 

On the 25th August came the crown- 
ing act of what the Reformers con- 
sidered their most complete triumph, 
and the Regent her deepest degrada- 
tion. It was foimd necessary, imder 
the alarming aspect of aflairs, that 
liberty of worship, in places where it 
had been already established, shoiild 
be accorded to the new religion. Ar- 
ticles of agreement to this effect were 
accordingly drawn up and exchanged 
between the government and Louis of 

* Ibid. Ibid. Ibid. Correspondance de 
Marg. d'Autriche, ubi sup. Correspondance 
de Philippe II., i. ubi sup. Groen v. Prinst., 
Archives, ji. 237, 238. Hopper, Rec. et 
Mem., 99. 
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Nassau, attended by fifteen others of 
the confederacy. A corresponding 
pledge was signed by them, that so 
long as the Regent was true to her 
engagement, they would consider their 
previously existing league annulled, 
and would assist cordially in every en- 
deavour to maintain tranquillity and 
Bup(x>rt the authority of his Majesty. 
The im(K>rtant Accord was then duly 
signeil by the Ducheesi It declared 
that the Inquisition was abolished, that 
bis Majesty would soon issue a new 
general edict, expressly and unequivo- 
Yocally protecting the nobles against 
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all evil consequences from past trans- 
actions, that they were to be employed 
In the royal service, and that public 
preaching according to the forms of 
the new religion was to be practised 
in places where it had already taken 
place. Letters general were immedi« 
ately despatched to the senates of all 
the cities, proclaiming these articles of 
agreement, and ordering their execu- 
tion.^ Thus for a fleeting moment 
there was a thrill of joy throughout 
the Netherlands. The Inquisition was 
thought for ever abolished — the era of 
religious reformation arrived. 
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Kvmv»Nt \u Kbmlers, Orange at Ant- 
\vvi|\ Horn at Tvuirnay, Hv.K»gstraaten 
Mt NUvhliu. wort* exerting themselves 
to ik\^k)>rtv*« \U8urrection and to avert 
rvuu.* \Yhat» uuvrnwhUe, was the 
pvvlU\Y vvl tho gv>vemment* The secret 
\H»m¥\» p\iwaeil Ivth at Brussels and at 
Mi^vivul uw^ W condensed into the 
\M*v»{il t\»iiuma - dis»simulation. procras- 
tii^tio4\« mkI tigain iti;^mulation. 

U U At thU (Kunt necessary to take 
1^ VA^»Ul wurvev of the open and the 
Mvw\»t (uxhhhhIui^ of the King and his 
u'|4\v«vM\tv^tiv\«« mnn the moment at 
\\Uu*N iUM^ihou and Mvmtigny arrived 
lu Mc^vlvUt Thww ill-ltated gentlemen 
U.\\\ Uv»\ \^\vi\A\l with apparent cor- 
\ii«*U*;i . *\ul *vlnutte\l to frequent* but 
\iU(uv\iuu^. mterview9 with hb Ma> 
l>»«^,v rhv» vHUtxHU ujvtt which they 
vNyvk^v suuU^tKvHi W{^ vWp auvl trecfcohe^ 
t«ut4. ^ut «« \^<» «MKVth aiKi very slow. 



\ \\.,y. u ur. Ojt. U^^'l<C m. \Ml $lrtdhw 



They assured the King that his letters, 
ordering the rigorous execution of the 
Inquisition and edicts, had engendered 
I all the evils under which the provinces 
I were laboaring. They told him that 
i Spaniards and tools of Spaniards had 
attempted to govern the country, to 
the exclusion of native citizens and 
nobles, but tliat it would soon be found 
that Netherlanders were not to be 
trodden upon like the abject inhabi- 
tants of MHan, Xaples, and Sicily.* 
Such words as these struck with an 
, unaccustomed sound upon the royal 
[ ear. but the envoys, who were both 
Oktholic and loysd, had na idea, in 
thus expressing their opinions, ac- 
cording to their sense of duty, and in 
obedience to the King's desire, upon 
the causes of the discontent, that they 
were committing an act of high treaaon. 
When the news of the public preach- 

- stratc; etc., aiCL. Mons (repoUished Ij X. 

QachaniX Letter of Horn to Xont^si^. 

Tomeoa^iL 4Sn. Bor.ii.84-M. WeeenbedL 
^ » Hopper, Bac. et Mem^ 78-80. 
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ing reatshed Spain, iUere were almost 
I dully consTiltetiona at the grove of 
Se^via. Tim eniincnt persisUEigeB who 
compiBed tLo royal counuil w*?re the 
Drake of AlvA tke Count de Feria, 
Dob Autonm du Toledo^ Don Juan 
Maurique de Lai'a^ Ruj Gomez:^ Qui- 
xada, CounciEor Tignacsq^ recently ap- 
pointed Preaident of tte Sta^te Councilj 
and Councillor Hopper*^ Six Spa- 
niurds and two Netherkudera, one of 
I whom^ too^ a man of dull intellect and 
[tlionmghly eubservient character, to 
I deal with ^e local affkiri; of the Nether^ 
[ londja hi a thtie of kiteuso excitemont 1 
The infitrucdonfi of the envoys had 
heen to reprofient the neoe^ty of (vc- 
cording throe great fjointa — abolitioB 
I c>f the Inquiflitionj moderation of the 
[ edictej aecortling to the (iraft |irepared 
I in BruBfiekj and mi ample pardon for 
Lpoat transactionB. There waa maeh 
deh&te upon all these propoaitions.^ 
Philip said little^ bub he listened at- 
tt^ntdvely to the long diaeoufses in 
council^ and he touk an ineredfhle 
quantity of notea. It waa the general 
opinion that thU last deiuand on the 
jArt of tho Netherlander^ was the 
foTirth link in the chain of trea^ion- 
1 The first had been the cabal by whieb 
Granvelle had been espeUed; the 
second, the miaaion of E^nont, the 
mmn object of which had been to pro- 
I curt^ a luodificatiim of the atate couu' 
f cil* in order tu bring that body under 
tlie control of a few haughty and re- 
Ijellious nobles; the third had been 
. the presentation of the imaolent and 
r erjditiotifl request; and now, to crown 
the whole, Guue a propoaitton embody- 
ling the three points— abolition of the 
I luqtiieition* revocation of the edicts, 
r and a pardon to criminak, for whom 
|. death was tiio only auflftclent puoi^h- 

With regard to these three poiota, 
it was, after much wrangling, decided 
to gmnt them under certain restric- 
tiona. To abolish the Inquisition 
would be to remove the only itiiatru- 
m^nt by which the Church bad been 
Aoeujitomed to regulate the consciences 
and the dootrinea of ita subjects. It 

I Hopper, Bac. et Koio., 88« 



would be equivalent to a conoe8fliL>u of 
re1igio\]ii freatiom^ at leoet to indivi^ 
duale within their own domicilee^ than 
which no conceseion could be more 
^wBrniciouB.* Nevert-hel^B, it might be 
advisable to permit the temporary oea- 
sation of the Papal Inquisition, now 
that the Episcopal Inquisition had been 
so much enlarged and strengthened in 
the Netherlandaj on the condition tha.t 
this branch of the institution should 
be maintained in energetic condition,^ 
With regard to the Moderation, it was 
thought better to defer that matter tiU 
the proposed visit of his Majesty to 
the provinces. If, however, the R«^nt 
should think It absolutely necessary to 
make a change, she must cause a ne^ 
draft to be made^ as that whieh had 
been sent was not found admissible.^ 
Touching the pardon general, it would 
be necessary to make many conditions 
and reatrictioDB before it could be 
granted Provided these were suf^- 
ciently minute to exclude all persons 
whom it might be found desirable to 
cbasfciflej the amnesty was possible. 
Otherwise it was quite out of the 
question. 

Meantime, Mai^ret of Pamna had 
been UTgiiig her brother ttJ come to a 
decision^ painting the distracted condi- 
tion of the country in the liveliest 
colours, and insisting, aliiiough per- 
fectly aware of Philip a private sBoti- 
ments, upon a favourable decision as 
to the three points demanded by the 
envoys. Especially she urged her in- 
cajiacity to resist any rebellion, and 
deoianded succour of men and money 
m caae the "Modemtion" were not 
accepted by \m Majesty. 

It was the last day of July before 
the Ring wrote at all, to communicate 
his decisions upon the crkia which had 
occurred in the first week of April. 
The disorder for which he had finally 
prepared a presumption had, before bi^ 
letter arrived, already passed through 
its subsequent stages of the field* 
preaching and the intage-breaking* Of 
course these fresh symptoms would 
require much eonsultation, ponderiugj 
aad note-taking before they could be 
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f.lio riK'-'Hit.iu.i"? t.hoy flf>^>ntan«oiwly nor freely, he did not 
cTinHiflftT himflftlt kniund by the aiithi>- 
ririAtion, hut th.-it. «jn the contrary, he 
pftHftrvftd hia rijrlit to punwh all the 
{(iiilty, and particidarly th«jHe who had 
been the .iiithurs and encouragerB r.f 
the sedition.' 

S^-i much for the pardon promised in 
liirt r>fficial correflpmdence. 

With regard t) the concessions, 
which he Hiippoaed himself to have 
iiia«lft in the matter of the Inquisition 
and tho edicts, he saved his conscience 
hy another process. Revoking with 
hirt rigltt hand all which his left had 
\nH.m doin^;, he had no sooner de- 
M])atc1uMl his letters to the Duchess 
Hogont than he sent off another to his 
tM)vt)y at Konie.'* In this despatch he in- 



diill, ."ith. Tn 

■.v.'ild '.•• ■■'.iMi'l«'n''l fiH no*-. yi;t li;i'.iii',^ 
|i.i|.|.iiii-d. TliM AM"* th« fu;wJ>:rly j.r'. 
l-l.iMUn:ii\'>}t #.f t\tn fWiV'T'-li^J, whf.li hi»< 
jii'iviii'f'M Win-, in a l»l.i/«\ 

If.i vvr'it'- ;i'*«inliiii/|y t.«i «;iy Mjat tho 
|i!inli.ii. iiiidi I Mihiiii (■«,iirIiti«iijK, iiiiidifc 
lir> in iiil'-d, ;iiid (hut Mm I'afiiil Irif|iiiKi- 
f.ii.ii rnij'.hf. tontu\ l\in )Mrth'»|iK iiovv 
lifiiij^ |iMrfi'iit. in f«iM'h nnniU-rrt, "to 
( il:(> »iM» of Mnir Moi-krt," iMid th*' 
l'!|>i>4f ••|-il hi'|iiiMiti(in U'inf; MifMifoio 
crtljililiilu'd ii|ion Kci uri-iiro n lifw*iH.' 
III! -iildi'il, lli.H if n niodn-ntion of ihn 
i'-li( I.M wiMi« utill df'Min'd, a n»'\v |»n»J4M't 
iiiii>h< ''I' ►'•''il. Ui Miidriil. «w the oni' 
Jiiiiui'.ht \'\ Mi«iKh»'n nnd Monti^ny wjih 
■lit »;.Hi^r:ii iiiry."' In nrri»nf;in>; thin 
iiiliMfiil Mi'lii'nio fill- ritin)>oriinf; th 
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tiiuu>il rhilip "the prudent," it was 

ft^rhixp* In tier thw, since the abolition 

\^'nlii hiiir nofon^, unless the Pope, by 

whom tho institution had been estab- 

v'onwntoil to its 8usi>enBion. 

:'Vr. h'^icrnr. icnf to be kef/t a 

o' .-^ T5'.'.' So much for the In- 

n iu.»::or. The pai>al institu- 

;v«. ;'..'•: w'.:h«»u:v;:iur the official 

■.x':;«'r*. w.-*# to exist, unless the Pope 

.•V..'-«' %* s'«'*:T'."y :: : ar.d his Holiness, 

V* ttr \\yt *xr. "njui sent the Arch- 
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the severity of chaMisetnetU should be 
miUgaied the least in the world by 
the new articles, they would in no 
case receive the royal approbation. 
Philip further implored the Pope 
"not to be scandalized" with regard 
to the proposed pardon, as it would be 
by no means extended to offenders 
against religion. All this was to be 
kept entirely secret. The King added, 
that rather than permit the least pre- 
judice to the ancient religion, he would 
sacrifice all hi0 states, and lose a hun- 
dred lives if he had so many; for he 
would jiever consent to be the sove- 
reign of heretics. He said he would 
arrange the troubles of the Nether- 
lands, without violence, if possible, be- 
cause forcible measures woiild cause 
the entire destruction of the coimtry. 
Nevertheless they should be employed, 
if his purpose could be accomplirfied 
in no other way. In that case the 
King woiild himself be the executor of 
his own design, without allowing the 
peril which he should incur, nor the 
ruin of the provinces, nor that of his 
other realms, to prevent him from do- 
ing all which a Christian prince was 
bound to do, to maintain the Catholic 
religion and the authority of the Holy 
See, as well as to testify his personal 
regard for the reigning pontiff, whom 
he so much loved and esteemed.^ 

Here was plain speaking. Here were 
aU the coming horrors distinctly fore- 
shadowed. Here was the truth told 
to the only being with whom Philip 
ever was sincere. Yet even on this 
occasion, he permitted himself a false- 
hood by which his Holiness was not 
deceived. Philip had no intention of 
going to the Netherlands in person, 
and the Pope knew that he had none. 
" I feel it in my bones," said Qranvelle, 
mournfully, "that nobody in Rome 
believes in his Majesty's journey to 
the provinces." * From that time for- 
ward, however, the King began to pro- 
mise this visit, which was held out as 
a panacea for every ill, and made to 
serve as an excuse for constant delay. 

It may well be supposed that if 

1 Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 445, 
44». 
' "Siento en los huessos."— Ibid., 318. 
VOL. I. 
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Philip's secret policy had been tho- 
roughly understood in theNetheilanda, 
the outbreak would have come sooner. 
On the receipt, however, of the public 
despatches from Madrid, the admini- 
stration in Brussels made great efforts 
to represent their tenor as highly satis- 
factory. The Papal Inquisition was 
to be abolished, a pardon was to be 
granted, a new moderation was to be 
arranged at some indefinite period; 
what more would men have? Yet 
without seeing the face of the cards 
the people suspected the real truth, 
and Orange was convinced of it, Vig- 
lius wrote that if the King did net 
make his intended visit soon, he would 
come too late, and that every week 
more harm was done by procrastination 
than could be repaired by months of 
labour and perhaps by torrents of 
blood.* What the precise process was, 
through which Philip was to cure all 
disorders by his simple presence, the 
President did not explain. 

As for the measures propounded by 
the King after so long a delay, they 
were, of course, worse than useless; 
for events had been marching while he 
had been musing. The course sug- 
gested was, according to Viglius, but 
" a plaster for a wound — ^but a drag- 
chain for the wheel." * He urged that 
the convocation of the states-general 
was the onjy remedy for the perils in 
which the country was involved, un- 
less the King should come in person. 
He, however, expressed the hope that, 
by general consultation, some means 
would be devised by which, if not a 
good, at least a less desperate aspect 
would be given to pubHc affairs, " so 
that the commonwealth, if fall it must, 
might at least faU upon its feet like a 
cat, and break its legs rather than its 
neck."* 

Notwithstanding this highly figura- 
tive view of the subject, and notwith- 
standing the urgent representations of 
Duchess Margaret to her brother, that 
nobles and people were aU clamouring 
about the necessity of convening the 
states-general,^ Philip was true to his 



« Ep. ad Joach. Hopperum, S66, 867. 

* Ibid., 876. » Ibid. 

• Unpublished letter of Margaret of Farm« 



290 



The Rise of the Dutch ReptMic 



■instincts on this aa on the other ques- 
tions. He knew veiy well that the 
states-general of the Netherlands and 
Spanish despotism were incompatible 
ideas, and he recoiled from the idea of 
the assembly with infinite aversion. 
At the same time, a little wholesome 
deception could do no harm. He wrote 
to the Duchess, therefore, that he was 
determined never to allow the states- 
general to be convened. He forbade 
her to consent to the step under any 
circumstances, but ordered her to keep 
his prohibition a profound secret. He 
wished, he said, the people to think 
that it was only for the moment that 
the convocation was forbidden, and 
that the Duchess was expecting to re- 
ceive the necessary permission at an- 
other time. It was his desire, he dis-> 
tinctly stated, that the people should 
not despair of obtaining the assembly, 
but he was resolved never to consent to 
the step, for he knew very well what 
was meant by a meeting of the states- 
general.^ Certainly after so ingenuous 
but secret a declaration from the dis- 
ciple of Macchiavelli, Margaret might 
well consider the arguments to be used 
afterward by herself and others, in 
favour of the ardently-desired measure, 
as quite superfluous. 

Such, then, was the policy secretly 
resolved upon by Philip, even before 
he heard of the startling events which 
were afterwards to break upon him. 
He would maintain the Inquisition 
and the edicts; he would exterminate 
the heretics, even if he lost all his 
realms and his own life in the cause; 
he would never hear of the national re- 
presentatives coming together. What, 
then, were likely to be his emotions 
when he should be told of twenty 
thousand armed heretics assembling 
at one spot, and fifteen thousand at 
another, in almost every town in every 
province, to practise their blasphemous 
rites; when he should be told of the 
whirlwind which had swept all the 

(ISth Sept. 156G). Brussels Archives, before 
cited. 

1 CorrcspondAnce de Philippe 11., 1. 439. 

» Strada, v. 222, 223. 

'Ibid. Compare Correspondance de Harsf. 
d'Autriche, 187-200. Correspondance de 
Philippe XL, i. 462-464, • 
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ecclesiastical accumulations ci ages out 
of exist^ice; when he should read 
Margaret*s despairing letters, in which 
she acknowledged that she had at last 
committed an act unwoithy of God, of 
her King, and of herself,^ in permit- 
ting liberty of worship to the rene- 
gades from the ancient ohurch ! 

The accoimt given by the Duchess 
was, in truth, very dismal. She said 
that grief consumed her soul and crim- 
son suffused her cheeks while she re- 
lated the recent transactions. She took 
God to witness that she had resisted 
long; that she had passed many sleep- 
less nights; that she had been wasted 
with fever and grief.* After tiiis peni- 
tential preface she confessed that, being 
a prisoner and almost besieged in her 
palace, sick in body and. soul, she had 
promised j^ardon and security to the 
confederates, with liberty of holding 
assemblies to heretics in places where 
the practice had already obtained. 
These concessions had been made valid 
until the King, by and with the con- 
sent of the states-general, should defi- 
nitely arrange the matter. She stated, 
however, that she had given her con- 
sent to these two demands, not in the 
royal name, but in her own. The King 
was not bound by her promise, and 
she expressed the hope that he would 
have no regard to any such obligation. 
She further implored her brother to 
come forth as soon as possible to avenge 
the injuries inflicted upon the ancient 
ohurch, adding, that if deprived' of 
that consolation, she should inconti- 
nently depart this life. That hope 
alone would prevent her death.^ 

This was certainly strong lang^oage. 
She was also very explicit in her re- 
presentations of the influence which 
had been used by certain personages 
to prevent the exercise of any autho- 
rity upon her own part. "Where- 
fore," said Margaret, " I eat my heart, 
and shall never have peace tUl the 
arrival of your Majesty. * 



« Stmda, ubi sup. Correspondance do 
Maiy. d'Autriche, iibi sup. Correspondanoe 
de Philippe II., L ubi sup. 

* " Pourquoy je me mange le coeur, et 
n'en serois quitte sans la presence de Vostre 
Majesty." — Correspondance do Maiy* d'Au- 
triche, 202. 
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There was no doubt who those per- 
sonages were who, as it was pretended, 
had thas held the Duchess- in bondage, 
and compelled her to grant these m- 
famous concessions. In her secret 
ItaUan letters, she furnished the. King 
with a. tissue of most extravagant and 
improbable falsehoods, supplied to her 
msunly by Noircarmes and Mansfeld, 
as to the course pursued at this mo- 
m^entous crisis by Orange, Egmont, 
Horn,, and Hoogstraaten. They had 
all, she said, declared against Gk)d and 
religion.^ Horn, at least, was for 
killing all the priests and monks in the 
country, ii full satisfaction were not 
giTen tp. all. the demands of the 
heretics.. Egmont had declared openly 
for the beggars, and was levying troops 
in (Germany. Orange had the firm in- 
tention of making himself master of 
the whole country, and of dividing it 
among the other seigniors and him- 
self.* The Prince had said that if 
she took refuge in Mons, as she had 
proposed, they would instantly con- 
Toke the states-general, and take all 
necessary measures. Egmont had 
hdd thov same language, saying that 
he would march at the head of forty 
thousand men to besiege her in that 
city.^ All these seigniors, however, 
had avowed their determination to 
prevent her flight, to assemble the 
estates, and to drag her by force be^ 
fore the assembly, in order to compel 
her consent to every measure which 
might be deemed expedient.* Under 
a]l these circumstances she had been 
obfiged to defer her retr6at, and to 
make the concessions which had over- 
whelmed her with disgrace. 

With such infomous caliminies, 
ufbterly disproved by every fact in the 
cacie, and unsupported by a little of 
evidesco, save the hearsay reports of 
a man like ]!(oircarmes, did this 
" woman, nourished at Rome, in whom 
no one could put confidence,*** dig the 
graves of men who were doing their 
best to serve her. 

Philip's rage at first hearing of the 



1 Gorrespondajice de Ffailippe II., i. 452- 

aibid. »Ibid. ^Ibid. 

< Hopper, Bee. ei Mem., 104. 
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image-breaking has been indicated. 
He was ill of an intermittent fever at 
tiie wood of Segovia when the news 
arrived,* and it may well be supposed 
that his wrath at these proeeedings, 
w^ not likely to assuage his malady. 
Nevertheless, after the first burst of- 
indignation, he foimd relief in his usual; 
deception. While slowly maturing; 
the most tremendous vengeance which 
anointed monarch ever deliberately 
wreaked upon his people, he wrote to. 
say, that it was "his intention to treat 
his vassals and, subjects in the pro- 
vinces like a good and clement prince, 
not to ruin them nor to put them into> 
servitude, but to exercise all humanity,, 
sweetness, and grace, avoiding all 
harshness."^ Such were the avowed 
intentions of the sovereign towards 
his people at the moment when the 
terrible Alva, who was to be the expo- 
nent, of all this " humanity, sweetness, 
and grace," was already beginning the 
preparations for his famous invasion of 
the Netherlands. 

The essence of the compact agreed 
to upon the 23d August between the 
confederates and the Regent, was that 
the preaching of the Reformed religion 
should be tolerated in places wheiie itt^ 
had previously to that date been esta- 
blished. Upon tlys basis Egmont,, 
Horn, Orange, Hoogstraaten, and 
others, werQ,. directed once more to. 
attempt the pacification of the different 
provinces. 

Egmont departed for his govern- 
ment of Flanders, and from that mo- 
ment vanished all his pretensions, 
which at best had been slender enough> 
to the character of a national chief- 
tain. During the whole oi the year 
his course, had; been changeful. He 
had felt the influence of Orange ; he 
had generous. instincts; he had much 
vanity ; he had the pride of hi^h rank, 
which did not easily brook the domi- 
nation of strangers, in a land which he 
considered himself and his compeers 
entitled by their birth to rule. At this 
juncture, however, particularly when 



» Groen v. Prinst. Archives, etc., ii. 401. 
Expresfdon of Egmonf s. 

f Correspondance de Marg. d'Autriche^ 
206, 20r.— Letter of Nov. 27, 166«, 
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in the eompaoj of Xcnrcannes, BeriAj- 
aioni, «id Vi^hu, he ezproMed, not- 
withstanding their caltmmiooB mis- 
statemenU, the deepest detestation of 
the heretics.^ He was a Unrrent Ca- 
tholic, and he reganled the image- 
breaking M an unpardonable crime. 
^We must take up amm/* said he, 
^Bfxmer or later, to bring these Ke- 
formen! to reason, or thej will end bjr 
laying down the law for us.** * On the 
other hand, his anger would be often 
appeased Yjy the grave but gracious 
rem/^nstrances of Orange. During a 
part of the summer, the Beformers 
had Vieen »r> strong in Flanders that 
upon a single daj sixtjr thousand 
armed men had been assembled at the 
different field-preachings within that 
province. ''All they needed was a 
Jacquemart,or a Iliilipvan Artevelde/' 
says a Catholic contemporary, "but 
they would have scorned to march 
under the banner of a brewer; having 
dared to raise their eyes for a chief, to 
the most illustrious warrior of his age.' 
No doubt, had Egmont ever listened 
to these aspirations, he might have 
taken the field against the government 
with an invincible foree, seized the 
capital, imprisoned the Regent, and 
mastered the whole country, which 
was entirely defenceless, before Philip 
would have had time to write more 
than ten despatches upon the subject. 
These hopes of the Beformers, if 
hopes they could be called, were now 
destined to be most bitterly disap- 
pointed. Egmont entered Flanders, 
not as a chief of rebels — ^not as a wise 
pacificator — ^but as an imscnipulous 
partisan of government, disposed to 
take summary vengeance on all sus- 
pected persons who should fall in his 
way. He ordered niunerous executions 
of image-breakers and of other heretics. 
The whole province was in a state of 
alarm; for, although he had not been 
furnished by the Regent with a strong 
bfxly of troofis, yet the name of the 
c^mqueror at Saint Quentin and Grave- 
lines was worth many regiments, His 

» S*imivM Pajron, MB. 
» IW/i. » Ibid. 

/J bid. Compsro Qrosn v. Printt, Ar- 
Chlvm, stc., iL 283, 297. 
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^severity was es£caim.« His nogoin- 

ajy exertions were ably swwndwl also 

by his aecretanr Bakkersed, » man 

I who exercised the greatest inflooice 

over his chief, and who was now 

fiercely atoning for hscring signed the 

compromise byperweiitingthosewhom 

that league had been formed to ihx>- 

j tect " Amid all the perplexities of 

I the Duchess Begent,** says a Walloon 

i historian, ** this rirtuous prineess was 

I consoled by the exploits of Bakkerzeel, 

I agentleman in Count Egmont's service. 

I On cme occasion he hanged twenty 

j heretics, including a minister^ at a 

single heatu"^ 

Svuch. achievements as these by the 
hands or the orders of the distin- 
guished general who had beoi most 
absurdly h/eld tq> as a possible protec- 
tor of the civil and religious liberties 
of the country, created profound sen- 
sation. Flanders and Artois were filled 
with the wives and diildren of sus- 
pected thousands who had fled the 
country to escape the wrath of Egmont.^ 
The cries and piteous lamentations of 
these unfortunate creatures were heard 
on every side. Count Louis was 
earnestly implored to intercede for the 
persecuted Reformefs. "Tou who 
have been so nobly gifted by Heaven, 
you who have good will and singular 
bounty written upon your isyce" said 
Utenhove to Louis, *' have the power 
to save these poor victims from the 
throats of the ravenous wolves."^ The 
Count responded to the appeal, and 
strove to soften the severity of Egmont, 
without, however, producing any very 
signal efiect. Flanders was soon paci- 
fied, nor was that important province 
permitted to enjoy the benefits of the 
agreement which had been extorted 
from the Duchess. The preachings 
were forbidden, and the ministers and 
congregations arrested and chastised, 
even in places where the custom had 
been established previously to the 23d 
August^ Certainly such vigorous ex- 
ertions upon the part both of master 
and man did not savour of treason to 

• Kenom de France MS., L 88. 

• Groen v. Frinst., Archives, etc. iL 280l 
297. >-, , --^ 

Ubid. tlUd. 
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Philip » and hardly seemed to indicate 
i^& fiu&l doom of £|^ont and Bak- 
kerzeeL 

The (MJimae -of Orange at Antwerp 
was. coaaHstent with hia whole career. 
He honefltly came to arrange a pHcijfiij^- 
%ym, but h^ koew that tluB and could 
b« gmned only by loynOj maiotaming 
the Accord which had been signed be* 
tween the (Xiiife^Ieratea njidthe Regent. 
Bo caiae back to the city on the 26 th 
AtiguM^/ aod found order partiidly re- 
e«tdkbliahed The burgbers bo.\riiig ftt 
la^ become thoreughly «i%nned, and 
the fury o£ the image^br^kera etitirely 
app^saeed, it had be^m compftratii^ely 
easy to restore tranquillity. The tr&Ti- 
quilllty, however, rather rcfitored itself^ 
and when the calm bad sucoecKied to 
tho tempost, the placid heada of the 
bnrgomoEiters once more emerged from 
the w^Yea, 

Three image-breakerHf who had been 
ts^en in the actj ware hanged by order 
d the magislrat«« upon the 2Bth of 
Aiiguet.* The presence of Orange 
gaye them courage to aebie?e thetie 
execntions^ which he could myt pre- 
vent, as the fifth itrticle of the Accord 
enjoiaed the chaatieement of the 
Tiotere, Tho deed was not hia, how- 
ever, and ho haj9tene4 ui order to 
obviate the necessity of further vio- 
lencej to prepare articles of a^^ement, 
tipon the \mm& of Margaret's eonces- 
aiona. Public preaching, according to 
the Reformed religion^ had alreEndy 
taken pkco "Within the city. Upon 
the 22d, pofisegsion had been taken of 
at ]e43Lat three cburcbea The senate 
Imd deputed penMionory WeBenbeck 
to eipflistnlate wltb the niinistera, fur 
tiie magistrates were at that moment 
not able to command. Tatfin, the 
Walloon preacher, had been tractable^ 
, and bad iigreed to postpone hia esor- 
ciaea Hv furthermore had aceoi^- 
|>amed the penaicmajy to the cathedral, 
m order to persuade Herman Modet 

* Groon r, Prinst., Archtvoti. ijt*i., ii, 2«jl. 

> Tlii* Ib the flccount of Hoofd, iii, 110, 111. 
^s three riotors wore ezecutod, not hy com- 
nuuid of the Prince (aa ttaled by M , Groen 
T. I^inaterior. Ar(,ihivft»t et UorroeiKiitnliince. 
li, aeiX but by that of thu dvlc uuthoritied 
*-"«! alstocfi moedt g^eschept bohljendOp 
ten detiiun daagheu daat m»^ dde van de 



Aniwei'p. 



m3 



iha^ it would be better for Mm like- 
wise to defer hift intended ministra- 
tiimfl," They bafi foimd that eloquent 
enthusiftat already in the great church, 
buniing with impatience to ascend 
nyam the mins, and quite imahle to 
re^mt the temptation of settiDg a 
Flemitih pealm and preaching a Fie-* 
tniwh &ermon within the w^aUa which 
hsid for BO many centuries been vocal 
only to the Roman tongue and the 
Roman ritual. All that he would 
concede to the entreaties of bifl ctjl- 
league and of the magifitrate^ was that 
hift ^rmoD should be iihert, In thift, 
however, he had overrated bis powera 
of retention, for tb& eermon not only 
became a long one, but he had preached 
another upon the afternoon of the same 
day. The city of Antwerp,, therefore, 
was clearly within the Hoventh cLi.uae' 
of the trejity of the 24th August, for 
preaching had taken place in the 
cathedral, previously to the aigning of 
that Accord.* 

Upon the 2d September, therefore, 
after many protracted intervjewa with 
the heada of the Keformed religion, 
the Prince drew up sixteen articles of 
agreement betweeo them, the ma- 
gistratefl, and the government, which 
ware duly aignod arad exchanged.^ 

Tbeee artidei OBBigned three churches 
to the diflerent Bacts of r^ormcrs, sti- 
pulated that no attempts ehould he 
made by Catholics or Protedtaiita to 
disturb the religioua woratiip of e^h 
other, and pro^rided that neithsr by 
mutual taunta in their Hermans, nor 
by singing stretjt ballads, together 
with improper allaslons and overt acta 
of hostility J abould the good-fellow- 
ahip which ought to reign between 
brethren and feUow-citizena, even 
although entertaining different opi- 
nionfi aa to rcligiouti ritea and doc- 
trinea, b©for the ifuture iuterrupteiL" 

This waa the basis upon which the 
very brief rebgiouA peace, broken al- 

ETSvani^s bc^tldatgrmera nietdQ ^Igf^ der^ 
TDDt balllDgftbap oft auderg etriift^Kn" -— 
Hoofd. ubi Bup, 
^Bor, ii* BS. HooM, Ul. 102. Weseii- 

* Ibid., jl. 85. »3. lU^. lb]± 

n Bor, iii. ^B. fiW, givoa the artidv^ 

• Arttdt^ in Bur, ii. fi8^ 89. 
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mrmt am soon an established, was 
ooikjIikIwI by William of Orange, not 
only afc Antwerp, but at Utrecht,^ Am* 
Bt^rdarrj,*" and other principal cities 
within hii4 ^(ovemment. 

The I'rince, however, netwithstand- 
In^ hill unwoarie<l exertions, had 
slondor hoptw of a peaceful result. 
He foli that the last step taken by the 
Itofonimtion had lieon off a precipice. 
Ho like<l not suoh rapid progress. He 
know that the King would never for- 
give tho iniagtt-hroaking. He folt 
that he would nevt^r recognise the 
At^ord of the 24th Aug\ist. Sir 
TiiouiArt (IroAhani. who, as the repre- 
seni^vtive of the rn»ti>«tant Queen of 
ICiiglniid in the griNit eonuuercial inc- 
tri»r»oU«*of Kurt^po. was fully wmversant 
wit 11 the turn things wore taking, was 
aJH^adv advising some othtT olaoe for 
the wile of Kuglish dunnuHlitu's. He 
gave uotict* to his gv»vonunent that 
oiuuuuMoo wvndd have no sivurity at 
Ant\voq» "in tluvi«e bmhbliiig timw." 
lie \vtM« \»n ivnt\dontial terms with 
the IVimv. who inviteil him to diae 
u^HMi the 4th SeptemWr. and causevl 
|H»n8iv»n;u*Y WtvwnWvk. who was also 
p»>v«e!it, to iwhI aloud the agr^'meut 
whioh \\iV« that il\v to l>e prvH?laimevi 
at the r\»\xu hvm*^. On«^ exprwued 
h\M\*eU'. hv^wever. v\?r}- doubtfully as 
t\^ tt»e futuw |M»#|»*\*ts v>f the pro- 
> u>exyi. .«\\l as to the prv>lyiWe temj>er 
^Mf the Kuvg. *' Iw alt his tAlke." mts 
\»<v*h:*m. "the l\\Uvv wivle uutv* me. 
'I know thv^>ik\U Wx*thin^\\MMewt^the 

\\ h».*e KitnvM^t IvAvl lv^<\ tliit» Kx^ievt 
v\ Kv«\>W»Ns A»^l v^-.-at^* m A;xt>»-«tv 
\V\\*\t UvH*A Svl lve« sV'*>6: ^w »v« 
>« t\e •.*H>^"r^A-AT c*.Ty vv: Tv*^:rr>jvjr.* 

xfc*.t\ -i^itevvev**:. r>.*r m-^^. liw Tv-'^yr o< 
v.^^^^-^^^ "r^--^. ^^t >.v mvr.? l55«v m-;i 
♦n > y:>^*- r':.*r*x»? x «ee<-jf t^ Aa.v^x 

\^ 1^>— -jV^^. -jVf ^!^rr:*>fr!^ At 
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giving satisfaction to the members of 
*' the religion,'' and of manifestiiig his 
sincere desire for a pacification, he 
accepted lodgings which hod been pre- 
pared for him' at the honae cdi a 
Calvinist merchant in the city,^ rather 
than take up his qtcartera with fierce 
old (Governor Motdbais in the citadeL 
This gave much offence to the Catho- 
lics, and inspired the Reformers with 
the hope of having their preaching 
inside the town. To this privilege 
they were entitled, for the practice 
had already been established there, 
previously to the 24th October.* Ne- 
vertheless, at first he veas disposed to 
limit them, in accordance with the 
wishes of the Duchess, to extra-mural 
exercises. 

Upon his arrival, by a somewhat 
ominous conjuncture, he had supped 
with some of the leading citizens in 
the hall of the " gehenna,'' <»' torture- 
room J ^certainly not a locality calcu- 
lated to inspire a healthy appetite. 
On the following Sunday he had been 
entertained with a great banquet^ at 
which all the principal burghers were 
present* held in a house on the market- 
place.' The festivities had been in- 
terrxipted by a quarrel, which had been 
taking place in the cathedraL Be- 
neath the vaults of that edifice, tradi- 
ttou said that a vast treasure was 
hivlden. and the canons had been 
known to boast that this boned 
wvilth would be snlfioient to rebuild 
their temple mc»re magnificently than 
etvr. in cdkw of its total destruction.* 
Tbe Adniini had accordingly phoed a 
KTOOK c-^iArd in the church as soon as 
ke arRT««i. aad coounenoed very ez- 
t>ratKre excavT&ciocu in tean^ of this 
:Tr«ar:T3!Ky suae. TVe Regent io- 
f .v*3rtd kicr ccvftber ihat the Coont 
WW rtv^Mc^tiac this wurk with tiis . 
^-jfv .*c arccvcna::^ wftaterer might 
c« f.H&'ai tc 12$ c vn bcnetit.^ Am she 
in»^v tifaas ^ «i« a Tuaed man. tiiae 
a^ f fjw c. 7>* 2k:c» MsaeaescTcy xxsode <A 
iKW««r»:jac f.nr these pg iw.< e iEiaja 

* l40«r aT H -rx s.* I^Kfaas of Pkcam &i 

» TV k iter* IK^ «Srx » P»L 
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Horn hsidf hower^t expresaly stat^ 
to her that every penny wlikk aliouJcI 
oome into hiB pfii^esdion from that or 
any other Bourcti would carefully be 
i^fitored to the rightful ownetB.' No- 
thing of coniiequeuce waa eyer found 
to justify tiiu golden le^nda of the 
monk?^ hut in the meantline the 
money-digg)erfi gave great ^iffence. The 
(SaiHHis, naturally iiliirui^d far the 
mfety Ot their fabulous treasure, ha.d 
forced the guards by surreptitjoualy 
obtaitdng the eountermgn from a e^r- 
^ain officiiil of the town.^ A quarrel 
anflued, which euded in the api^e^r- 
aneQ of thiij. perdonfige^ tm^ther 'with 
ihe commaindaF of the militury force 
cm guard in the cathedral, before the 
banqueting company. The Count, in 
ibe rough way babitual with him, gave 
tbe culprit A ^3iind rebuke for his 

itermeddiiniy^p iuid threatened^ in ctise 
the offence were repeated, to have hira 
imtdntly hound, gagged, and f«jr- 
wstrded to Brusi^li fi>r furtber pitniah'- 
raent.^ The matter thus aatisfacto- 
rily adjufiiedr the banquet proceeded, 
the merobante pre&ent being all de- 

-hted at seeing the Bald oifioiAlj who 
exceedingly unpopular, "m Widl 

ffe4 by the Omnt/'^ The eicava^ 
tioBi were continued for a long time, 
until there aeemed danger of deistroy- 
ing tiie foundation of the church, but 
Ooly a few bits of money were dit^eo- 
TQi^^, with aome other artloleB of 
small valua* 

Horn bad ti^ken hljs apajimenta in 
the city in order to bs at band to 
ftiipprefia any tiunultiij and to inspire 
conSdenco in tbo people. He bod 
come to a city where fiYe-alstbjB uf 
the inhabitanta * were of theKeformed 
religion, and he did not, therefora, 
think it judicinuB to attemijt violently 
the aupprewion of their worabip. Upon 
bia arrival h« had issued a proclanijir 
Hon, ordaring that all property which 
might bavo been pillaged from the 
religioua bou^ea abould be ina^tantly 

' Letter of Horn tu Ducllieaa of Frtrmft. 

letter 0( Ducbta* t*i Hnm, p. 408. 

* Pe U Bane ME. 4ivo. " Ibid. 

**'Fcirt J^yeulx que Ift cotitenfta »Tolt 
almti eflfrfniffij le diet prooursiir." — Ibid. 

' Let. of flom. Fi'ifiyum, Supplement, 3S)'0, 
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r^lored to the magiEtracy, under 
penalty that all who disobeyed tbo 
command should ^*be fortbwitb 
strangled at the gibbets" Nothing 
was brougbl haok, however, fi)r tbe 
ainiple r^aon that nothing had been 
stolen.^ There woa^ ther^^iore, no onfl 
to be strMigled 

The next step wait to pnbli^li the 
Accord of 24th Aug\ist^ and to signify 
tbe inteation of the Admiral to en- 
force its observance. The preachiogH 
were oa enthnsiaatieaUy attended aa 
ever, while the atorni whiob liad been 
r^ng among the ima^eJj had in the 
meantime been entirely allayed. Con- 
gregations of hfteen tboujsand worm 
EtiU going to bear Ambrose Wille in 
tbe suburbs, but they wore very tran" 
qnil in their demeanour,* It was 
arranged between the Admiral and 
the leaders of tbe reformed cartsifi- 
torles, that three placoti, to be selected 
by Bom, should be assigned for their 
places of worship*^ At these sp^iUf 
which were eut^ide tbe waller permia^ 
eion was given the Beformere to build 
meeting-housefiL^'^ To thia arrange- 
ment th^ DucheESfl formally gave her 
oonsont.^^ 

Nicholas Taffin, comicillor^ in the 
name of the Eeformers, made "a 
brave and elegant barangne^' befoz« 
the magistnites, lepresenting ibat ai> 
on the moat moderate computation^ 
three-quarters of tbe population were 
diflsenterHj as the Regent had ordered 
the construct ion df tbe new temples* 
and as. the Catholics retained possea- 
sjon of all tbo cburches in the city, it 
was no more than fair that the com- 
munity should bear the eipense of 
tbe new buildinga, Ifc was indigo 
nantly repUed* however, that Catholics 
could not be expected to pay for the 
maintenanoe of berenyt i>ajlicuIaT]y 
when they bad just been so m^icb 
eiuaperated by the imag^-breaJdng, 
Councillor Taffin took nothing, there- 
fore, by bis ''brave and elegant ha- 



' »e la Barrp MB., i *M&* Foppcns, 
Biippl^nient, »B&. 
T Fbrpi>«n^ Suppl^mtmt^ ii. 9S9L 
« Dq la BUTQ Ma, ^ uqq. 
i Ibid, 44 «* Ibw!. 
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Timgue/* aavlng a iinall vote of forty 
livrea. 

The building wan, howenrar, imme- 
dmt&ly eommenoed. Many nobles 
and rich citj/^ens contributed to the 
work \ ftome makiniP: donationfi in 
maney ; others giving quantitieB of 
Q^kA, poplara* elms, and other timber 
tree^, to be used in the eonstniciion. 
The foimd^tion of the first temple 
otiMdiB the Porte de CtJoqtierel wa« 
immediately laid. Vast heap« of 
broken images and other omaiiieutfl of 
the desecrated chiirchefl were mofit 
unwiiiely uF^od for this purpofie^ and 
th^ Catholioe were exceedingly en- 
TBged at bebolding those tniiJe and 
fe^iale Baints, who had for centuiieQ 
b^eu plaeed in aueh "reverend and 
ebvated powtions/' fallen bo low a« to 
Iki the fouodation-stoneft of temples 
whoBo builders denounced a^l those 
holy things aB idols.^ 

Afl the iLutumn begim to wane^ the 
people were clamorous for pei*ttiia- 
sion to l^ve their preaching inside 
the city* The new buildings could 
nut be (inisbed before the winter; but 
in the meantime the camp-meotings 
were becoming, in the fit<jrmy seaaoiiii 
fast iipproftcJiiug, a very inconvenient 
fiiodo of worabip. On the other hand, 
tlui y uchfiiaa waa Prions at the propo- 
Mition^ and commanded Horn on no 
account to coneent that the interior of 
Touruay ahould be profaned by these 
heretical ritea,* It was in vain that 
the Adraind represented the justice of 
the elnini, as tbe»e exerckes hod taken 
piacc in aeveraJ of the city churches 
previnusly tti the Aooord of the 2*th 
of August^ That Agreement had 
been iriiuJe l>y the Dusthesa only tti be 
broken. Hho luul already received 
money and the permie&ion to make 
l0vic», and waa faut ^Uieuiuing a tone 
very diff'erent from the abje^^t cle- 
meanoiir whieh hcid churaeterist^d her 
in Atxgiui Count Horn had been 
tiied oven m %monl» Orange, and 
Hoogfttraalen had been employed^ in 
order that their pemonol hitUience 
riUi the Itofurmeja niigbt be turned 
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to a<3count. The tools aad the work 
accompiiBhed by them were to be 
thrown away at the moat convenient 
opportunity* 

The Admiral weis pl&eed m a mo^t 
intolerable position. An hone^, com- 
mon-plajaOj sullen kind of man^ he had 
come to a city full of beretica^ to 
enforce concessions jqet made hj the 
government to herefiy. He soon found 
bim^lf watched, paltered with, sus- 
peeted by the adminietration at 
Brusaela. Governor Monlbais in the 
citadel, who was nominally under his 
authority, refused obedience to his 
orders, wsa evidently receiving secret 
instructiona &om the Regent^ and was 
determined to i^nnonade the cil^ into 
snbmissiou at a very early tiay* Ham 
requireii bim to pledge himself that 
no fresh troops should enter the cattle* 
Mt>iilbais swore be would make no 
such promise to a living sotil. Th^ 
Admiral stormed with hiH usual vio« 
lence, expressed his regret that hii 
brother Montigny had so bad a lieu^ 
tenant in the citadel^ but could make 
no impression upon the determined 
veteran, who knew^ better than Horn, 
the game w hich was preparing.* Small 
reinforcements were daily arriving at 
the castle ; the soldiers of the garrison 
had been heard to boast ** that tiiey 
would soon carve and eat the towna- 
men*s flesh on their dressers^" ^ and 
all the good effect fram the Admirftl*f 
proclamation on arriving had com* 
pletely vtuusbed* 

Horn complained bitterly of the 
situation in which he was placed. He 
knew himself the mark of ineeMant 
and calumnious misrepresentation 
both at Brussels and liladrid. He had 
been doing his boat, at a momentous 
crinis, to aerve the government with- 
out violating its engagemenfce, but ha 
declared hiniBelf to be neither theo- 
logisu nor jurist^ and inc^jable, while 
suspected and ima^sted, of perform- 
ing a taak which the moat learned 
diK3tOj-H of the cotmeii would find im- 
prat?ticai»le. He would rather^ he bit*, 
terly exelaimitH], endure a siege in any^j 

1« Uarrs MJi., 5iivo. * '* Ik mtnghfimfea^ 
lemr dbair «ur kur tn»itulioir.'*-^iyd. Si. 
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fortre€t3 by the Turks, thnji be pktiJdd 
in Bucli, ^ p^altioiL He waft doing all 
that he was ^^pable of doing, yet what- 
ever he did wa^ wrongs Therd waa a 
gfisat dilferoi^cj^e* be said, between being 
m a place and tsikuig alxiut it at a 
distants.^ 

In the middle of October be was re- 
called by the Dticbes8j, whose letters 
had been nnifomdy no ambiguoua thjit 
h« cunfeaoed he wom quite uuabk to 
diTine their meaning.^ Before he left 
the citjj he committed his most im- 
pardjonable crime. Urged by the 
leadera of the Reformed congregationi 
to pemut their exf^rcifleH in the 
Clothierfi* Hall until their temple 
should be hnisbed, the Count accorded 
Mb consent pruviMODBilyj and subject 
to revocatiun by the Eegeutj to whom 
the arrangement wa£ immediately to 
be communicated. 

Hora departitidj and the Heformera 
took ijostant possessiou of the halL It 
Wtta fouiid iu a very dirty and dla- 
orderiy condition, encumbered with 
benches, atiLffoldiiigs^ stakes, gibbets, 
and all the machiDet y used for pubbc 
executkine upon the market-plaue. A 
vaat body of men went to work with a 
will; ficrubbingj cleaning, whitewash- 
ings and removijig all the foul lumber 
of the hall ■ e^lngirig in chorus, as they 
did so, the hymna of Clement Marot. 
By dinner-time the place waa ready,* 
Tbe pulpit and benches for the con- 
gi-egation bad taken the place of the 
gibbet timber. It ia difficult to com- 
prehend that such work as this was a 
deadly crime* Kevertheless, Horn, 
viho waa hi7iist!lf « otji f-ert CatJtolw, had 
committed the most mortal of all hia 
offenoes against Philip aud a^ailufit 
Qod, by h:iving countenanced ao iiagi- 
tious a transactiom 

The Admiral went to Brueeele. 
Secretary de la TorrCj^ a very eecond- 
iste personage was despatched to 

1 Letter to Pocheae of Pamaa. Foppona, 
euppl^mijiit, ij. 412. 4 IS. 
^Leiter ofHaru ta Philip II., in Fappens, 

* Dfl Sa Barre ME, iOtfo. 

♦ lA TvtTG arrived m Tflumiiy upon the 
Stth October I aO<J> iiccoi'diiipr ta tbe tiHrni,ti^e 
of D« 1a Bblitb. That mauuacript (now hi 
th« Bntfls«l4 ArchiTQd^ aod the only copy 
kiiifw^ to exifitji waa ikftufwardi kud bsf^ai^ 



Tonm&y to convey the ordera of the 
Regent. Governor Moulbais, now in 
charge of affairs both civil and militAty, 
was to prepare all things for the gar- 
rison, which was soon to be despatched 
under Noircannes, The Duchess had 
now arms in her bands, and her Ian- 
g^uige was bold. La Torre lulvised the 
Keformera to be wijse *' while the rod 
waa yet green and growing, le^t it 
ehotiM be gathered for their hacks; 
for it was unbecoming in subjects to 
make bai^ins with their King.""* 
There was hardly any decent pretext 
used in violating the Accord of the 
24th August, fio soon as the goverQ- 
ment was strong enough Uj break it* 
It waa always said that the preachiogs 
suppreased) had not been eitablished 
prayioutfly to tbiit arraDgement; but 
the preachings had in reality obtained 
almost everywhere, and were now uni- 
veraally alujlished- The ridiculous 
quibble waa alao used tbat^ in th^ 
preachingH, other religious exeixuses 
were not includedj, whereas it wa^ m>- 
toriouB that they bad never been sepn^ 
rated. It isj howeverj, a gratuitous 
toskto unravel the deceptions of ty- 
ranny when it hardly deigns to dis- 
guise itself. The dissimulations which 
have resisted the influence of eenttuiea 
BTO more worthy of aerionii investiga- 
tion! ^^^ oi tbeae the epoch offers ua 
a sufficient supply. 

At tbe close of the year, the cil^ 
of Toumay waa completely subju- 
gated and the fieformed religion sup- 
pressed. Upon tbe 2d day of January 
1007, the Seignior de ^^oircarmes 
arrived before tbe gates at the head 
of eleven oompanieSi with ordei^ froitt 
Duchess Margaret to strengthen the 
garrison aiid disarm tbe citiisens.'* 
He gave the magistrates eiiictly one 
hour and a half to decide whether they 
would submit without a murmur,^ 
He expressed an mtention of main- 

tho Blocvd OoimdiL ggtomt&ry Ln Torre biw 
noticed iu eovc^ral pkc» en tbe mati^n^ 
"the author lies" (Fautheur mentX 'I'Uo 
pfrnmam tJiiw diwrreditwd by thia very com- 
moa-place tool of tymoiiy hnvn (IhSy tufo- 
tvuco to himflelf. Posquior da Ja J^arro M3., 

to. 57vti., sa. 

* Renoiu dfi Franca MS., i. c. 23, 

* Fnfiquior dti hi Barr^ M^. 

ubid,, riTO., re. 
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tttimng the Accord of 2ith August; 
—^ rididdoufi ^fibcUtJfjti tmder the 
cuicumftajices, &s the event prov^ed^ 
Thenotablea were Aanunotied, aubtaifi^ 
sion a^nwd .upon, and within the pre- 
aecib^ time th« magistrates eame be- 
fdre N<urcariiie&, with an uuconditiofnal 
acoeptttsee <jf his terms, ^ That true- 
ideftt persoQAge told tbeiH| m reply, 
that they had done wisely, for if they 
hnd delayed re<i«iviDg tbe gamaon a 
miniita longer^ h« would hatve iostukiitly 
htirn^d the dtp to oi^ and p%i evet^ 
&»« of tkc inhahitants fe tkeruit^.^ H© 
had bec?n fully authorised to do eo, and 
Hubeeqiiont event* were to Bhew; U|Mm 
more than one dreadfid occaaion, how 
capable NoirtMLrmea 'Would have baen 
of fnltillbig this menace. 

The iyroldiem who boiri mnde a forced 
maroh all nighty and who bad been 
Bruiiy perauAtied that the olty would 
refrjiie the tertiis demaudeci^ were ex- 
CBfiaively disappointed at being obhged 
to forttgo thf} sack and pdLige upon 
which they bad reckoned,^ ^%bt or 
nine hundred luscallj peO/gants, ioOj 
wbo had followed in the akirta of the 
reginjeuts, each provided with a great 
euipty b?ig, whieb they eJtpeet^ to 
fdl with btjoty which they might pur- 
chase of the soldiers, or ateal in the 
midit of the expeoted carnage and 
rapine, ahared the discontent of the 
Boldieryj by whom tbey were now 
driven ignominiouHly out of the towii> 
The oitiKens were immediately dis- 
armed. All the fine weapons which 
they had beeti obbged to purchase at 
their own expense, when they had been 
arranged by the mugiatrates under 
eight bannei?, for def eoce of the city 
against tumult and iuvasioUj were taken 
&om them ; the nioHt beautiful cntlasseSj 
carbines, poniards, and pistols, bemg 
divided by Noircarmea among hia ofS- 
cera.^ Thus Tourway was tranquillized* 

During the whole of these proceed- 
ings in Fliiuder*, and *t Antwerp, 
Toumay, and Mechlin^ the conduct of 

i Piiflqiiier da la Barrt Ma, l$wti, 

• " Dij^tquf) lftvH!«enmlt bien eonseillSfl 

dVv- : ■' --- ^ *' ■- VitqttBlqUe 

robi :r^t4tiiijoe 

ixir tot^lie et ttifittz^ la viUia eti feu et teus 
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the Duchesd had h^&t marked wttii 
more than her iuuaI treaobeij. Sha 
bad been dltarowliig acta whidi l^e 
men upoti whom she reUed in her nt- 
mofli need had been doing by her an- 
thority; she had been affecting to 
praise their conduct, whHc abe waa 
sec nelly utisropresenting their aiTtiona 
and mabgniog their motiTas^ and she 
Imd been sttaming erery nerVe to utake 
foreign levies, while attemptlBg to 
amuse the confederates and aeataries 
with an affectation of clemency. 

Wheal Orsoge oompMned that ahe 
had been eensuring hia proceedings at 
Antwerp, and holding latiguage im- 
favourable to his charucter, ahe pro- 
tested that she thoroughly apprcvved 
hia arrangements — e:scepting only the 
two points of the intra-miural preach* 
ings sod the permission to bereties of 
other eiei'cifles than sermons — and 
that if she were diaplea^d with him 
he might be sure that ahe would 
rather tell him ao than apeak ill of htm 
behind hia back.* The Prince, who I 
had been compelled by necesdty, and | 
fully authorised by tJie terms erf thn 
" Accord," to grant tiioae two pointa 
which were the vital matter in hie I 
arrangementii, answered very ealmly, I 
that he was not so frivolous as to bV | 
iJove in her having used language to 
his discredit had he not been quit? I 
certain of the fact, as he would soon 
provG by evidence.^ Orange waa not 
the man to be deceived as to the posi- 
tion in which he et^jod, nor as to the 
character of thorn with whom he dealt 
Margaret wrote, however, in the »itDo 
vein concerning him to Hoogstraaten, 
affirming that nothing con Id be further « 
from her intention than to characteriiw t 
the proceedings of *' her cousin, tho j 
Prince of Orange, as contraiy to the! 
aervice of hia Majesty; knowiu|r^ sa aha | 
did, how conatanthad been his alTection, I 
and how diligent his actions, in the] 
cause of God and the KLng/'^ ^he | 
ako la^nt CuunciHor d'Aesc^eviUo on 1 

lea mAnaott et hoMtuift «i fiiL do r«iip«o. "'^^ 4 
Do Ja Burre MS.. Uvo, 
*B&\a Bum MS., TO. 

* Ibid, SI. » Ibid., &L 

* Ccrrreftpandluioe rio Gukltimnio l0 Ta^t., ! 
iL 233-235. ' Ibid., »m. 

« ha. dhlvam du C&tutu 4u iio<»tifsitev 9&i 
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A speoiol miBaioffl to tho Prmce, in- 
tttnicting tbat amootli personage to in-^ 
fi>mv liKf aaiti i;H:^t]3]ii of Grange tliat 
lie was mid alwayf had been "loved 
ttad cherisbed hf bin Majet^, ai]d that 
for liersalf ahe hod ever l^ved Lim like 
a brother or a ^shikl" * 

She wr<>te to Hum, ttpprormgof Jila 
conduct in the mam^ althou^^h in ob- 
gfcure tenna, and «xpreaaing great can.' 
fidenoe in his seaJj lojaltYf and good 
mtentionB.* 8he aecoided the «a^e 
pmise to Hoci^gstraateD, while, as to 
£^giiLont^ ehe wns perpetiiaUj reproooh- 
ing him for the suspieiona wMdi he 
seemed ultssbiQattily to ent&rtsiin as to 
hex diispu^ition and that of Philip, in 
i-egard to his conduct and character.^ 

It haa already been parti j Been what 
were her private aentimentfl and secret 
Tcpresefitation^ as to the eareer of the 
dis^tigukhed ijereonftgefl thm encou- 
TUged and commended. Her pictures 
ware painted hi daily dark enmgeoloura. 
She told her brother that Orange^ Eg- 
mont; and Horo were al>out to place 
theniBelvee at the h^ad of the conf ede- 
ratfl^j who were to take up amiB and 
hfid been Jevying troopa; that the 
Lutheran Teligioti was to be forcibly 
eatabhsbed; that the whole power of 
the govemment was to be placed in 
tlie triumTirato thus created by those 
a^^gnlorsj and tiiat Phihp waa in reality 
to he excluded entirely from thm& 
provincea which were bia ancient patri- 
mony.* All this information she had 
ohtamed from Man^feldj at wham the 
nobles were constantly soeering as at 
aMthful Talet who weuld never receive 
his wagea.* 

She alfto informed the King that the 
scheme for dividing the country was 
already aixanged: that AuguatUB of 
Saxony was to have FrieKlaud und 
Overyaaelj Gouul Broderfsde, HoUiMid; 
the Dukes of Cl<jves and Lorraine, 
Gueldrea; the King of France, Flan- 
ders, Artwls, and Haiiaault^ of which 
territories Eginont woa to bo perpetual 
stadholder; the Prince of Orange, 
Brabant; and bo on indefinitely.* A 

1 Cfjireap, dfiQiilllHiiiiielu taciUiCsei^iw] 

2 F^'ifpoiffi, Buppietnent, H. 4:ifl, 421, Am, 
2 CcuTcepoBduiicQ de Philippe II, ♦ t 4[*a^ 

* Ibid-, L 4jA iU, iU, <fiL. * Ibid 

• mtL,L4T^ITa: UbidL,L4a4. b Ibid, 
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general nmasacre of all the Catholiea 
had been anranged by Orange, Horn, 
and EgmoDt, to commeDce aa soon att 1 
the King ^ould put Me fi>ot on ehip^ J 
board to oama to the countty.^ ThiAtJ 
laat remarkable fact Maf;gQ£^t reported^ 
to Philip, npon the respectable autho- 
rity of Noircarmes^^ 

Shu apologised for having employed 
ike xtmioe of the^ iiafitef on the tfrfmnd 
of fi^emil^. Their proceedings in Flan- 
dert, at Antwerp, Toumay^ MeehHn, 
had bsea highly re|»febensible, and tdie 
had been oblij^ to diM&Tow them m 
the most Importcmt particulars. As 
for Egmont, flh« had mocit tinwiUitigly 
Intrueted forces to hia heintk for the 
pnfpoae of putting down the Flomiflh 
aeetariea. She had been afraid to fibew 
a want of contidence in his character, 
hut at the mism time she believed that 
all soldiers under Egmont'a orders 
would be so many eDemie« to tlie King.^ 
Notwitb^tandii)^ hia protefltationfl of I 
tideHty to the ancient religion and to J 
hia Majesty, she fe^ared that he wa4j 
bueied with some great plot agoinsli 
Ood and the King.'*^ When we remem- 
ber the ruthless manner in whidi the 
unfortunate Count had actually been 
raging againat the Bectarie&j and the 
aanguinary proofs which he had been 
giving of hia fidelity to " Ood and the 
Kiog/* it Boema almost incredible that 
Margaret could have written down all 
these monstroua asstfrtionB* 

The Duchess gave* moreover, ro*i 
peatcd warnings to ber brother, thatf 
the nobles were in the hftbit of obtain- 
ing possession of all theeurresiHniilcnee 
between Madrid atid EruaaelB, and that 
they s|aent a vast deal of money in 
order to read her own and PhQlp's 
ino»t private letters- "^ She warned ' 
him, there tons, tf> he up<m \m guard, 1 
for she believed that alnioet all their 
despatches were read.^* Sueh being 
the ease, and the tenor of thoae clocu- 
menta being what wc have seen it tti be^ 
her complaints as to the incredulity^* 
of tbcjae seigniors to her aSectionatd, 
protestations, seem quite wonderful. 

9 CorreapdndiUjCe do PJJiUpp? li, i 459. 

*" Ibid. 11 Ibid, I. 475. 

" Ibid., i, SfiS, 

^ ibid., L CerrespoudtiikQe de Quilliiiime 
Jo Tacit,, il. pasflim. 
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CHAFTER TY_ 
HwB-^-r '/OrKif*— l?je 'ixM Bi »j g » ' M Dek5s-=>:Dds>— T^ i _ _ 

«utr.-,'i*^ f'r'v.vw k l^armxs — lz:Srwr«>r 'jf L* Gcmze sid lie Step— Gsr ieeawcd a 

— Cr^ZJitft yridtxittffi t^x. Hut vrsssssj i^j^ib-Orstigt c/f tbe fw'Tfinrga — Beeuct- 

^*sv 'AT.t. c^.uaA^ t/j G>v-er=.^Mca — '/naze Rfaaea— He <An Lat Rausi«aca c^ all 
^^^'jiM- - Jffi^rrji^ )« fervaa - 5*nr " ftefq^Mac" <>f BrMeawae— He eRsxes dMOK^Maeea sod 
Wrjfon *,r*^jy^ to Attw'-Tj*— Ojcidao of H/M?«cmKeb — nnv cf Ifc ar i ao ii e — SqpcwMBd ootk- 
jii^Mjtfut 'A^rrtu;^*, — A -.Jixi *.*. Br>3a»tl»— rx>/<«a6 vl O ma wtt fl Iku icraie n^ 'HoGmd — 
J>4 l>»baTv;r <^««U Tw^^r^Mb — £zc=l«n>eDt st Aat£we?p— Decermiihed cobdaei of Onqgo 
— 7V.r<W( lif7«' VJZLXt at Aiitv«rp %-2pprf»aai. hj tLe wiidMB and ecNC^Be of Onsga. 



It w w:e^i$!'Kaj ^* aJlade V^ oertam hn- 
p'/rtwit erw/Vi coDt«irjporariv>ii« with 
tlKXttt r«/y>rd*d in the last chapiter, that 
ifai!; r<!?»d^ r/iav tfaor^/ngfaly ttodenftasd 
Uie ymtvm *A the lea^ling peraonages 
in trjix ;rr4at Arvaa. at the close of the 
year J.W. j 

TFie Prince of Onaige had, as we ' 
have iieen, V,ie«n exertinf^ ail hia ener- = 
f(ie*i faithfully to ac(y/mfiliih the paci- . 
^Aium tff the o/mmercoal metropolis, 
up'/n th^ >jamji amented to beforehand 
by tlje J^iichem. He had e«tabli«hed • 
a terrjp'irary religious peace, by which i 
alrnie at that crims the gathering tern- 
]Httft rjftihi }m9 averted; but he had 
jftynniitfA the law to take its course 
ti]Hm certain ri^iters, who had been 
regularly ctmAtimntnl bv courts of jus- 
ti^;e. Ho lja<^l worked clay and night — 
i nc/t withstanding immense obstacles, 
coliirnni'^iis misstatements, and con- 
flicting opinions— to restore order out 
of vhtum ; he had freely imperilled his 
own life— dashing intci a tumultuous 
mob on ^^1(5 occasirm, wounding several 
with a liall>erd which he snatched 
from one of his guard,' and dispersing 
almost with his single arm a dangerous 
anri threatening insurrection — and he 
luul remained in Antwerp, at the press- 
ing M^>1 {citations of the magistracy, 
wlio ropresentMi that the lives of not 
a NJnglo ecclesiastic would be safe as 
soon as his bock was turned, and that 
all the morcliants would forthwith de- 



1 Antwerpaoh Chronvkje, p. 90; dted by 
Orrion van Prinaterar, il 810. 
' 0<wTispondanot dt QulUaume le Tadt, 



pan frcm the dtr * It iras nereithe-. 
lea necesBSkiT that he should make a 
perscoal risit to his gorenimait of 
HoDand, where «iTnil«r disorders had 
been preraiUnE, and where men ctf all 
ranks and parties were damooiing for 
their stadholder. 

Notwithstanding aD his exotions, 
howerer, he was thoroag^y aware of 
the position in wfaidi he stood towards 
the government. The sugared phrases 
of Margaret, the deliberate commen- 
dation of the " benign and debonair" 
Philip, produced no effect upon this 
statesman, who was accustomed to 
look through and through men's ac- 
tions to tiie core of their hearts. In 
the hearts of Philip and Maigaret he 
already saw treachery and revenge in- 
delibly imprinted. He had been 
especi^y indignant at the insult 
which the Duchess Regent had put 
upon him, by sending Duke EIric of 
Brunswick with an armed force into 
Holland in order to protect GK>uda, 
Woerden, and other places within the 
Prince's own government.* He was 
thoroughly conversant with the general 
tone in which the other seigniors and 
himself were described to their sove- 
reign. He was already convinced that 
the country was to be conquered by 
foreign mercenaries, and that his own 
life, with those of many other nobles, 
was to be sacrificed.^ The moment 
had arrived in which he was justified 



8 Groea van PrLosterer, Archivea iL 322- 
820. 

« Correapondanoe de ChilUaume le Tadt, 
ii. 891-897. 
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in looking ilbotit him for meoiTiB of de- 
f enctif botb for himaalf and hia countryj 
if the King ahotild be ao m&ane m io 
carry out the piirpoaea wbich the 
Prince sueiiected. The time was fa«t 
approaohing iu which a statesoiiaii 
pl^ed upon stiah an devation b&fisre 
the world aa tfa&t which he occupied, 
would be obliged to choose Ms paii fcr 
Hfe, To be the miacrupuloufl tool of 
tyrfom^Tf a rebel, or an esilei wi^ his 
ncceisarj fate. To a man eo prone to 
r&tiyA the future> the moment for bis 
clioice itemed already arrived. More- 
over^ be thought it doubtful, and 
evfiDtd were most signali^r to justify 
hia doubte^ whether he could be ac- 
•cept^d as the ttistruiueut of de&poti»ui, 
even were he inclmed to prostitute 
hiniself to micb service. At this 
point, therefore, tindoubtedly began 
the treni&onable thoughts of William 
ike SUentj if it be treason to attempt 
the protection of ancient njid char- 
tered liberties agmnBt a foreign op^ 
preaaor. He despatciied a private 
envoy to^ Egrnontj^ representing the 
grave suffpiciona manileeted by the 
Dii(^es3 in e&ndmg Duke Enc into 
Hollnndi and proposing that means 
should be taken into conBideiiatiou for 
obviating the dangers with which the 
country i*-aa meaaoeii Catholica, as 
well aa Protestants, he intimated^ were 
to be crushed in on© universal con- 
qtiest B£ floon as Philip had completed 
the formidable preparations which he 
■Kvaa making for invading the pro- 
vinces. For hhnBelf, he eaid, he would 
not remain in the land to witness the 
utter deflolation o! the people, nor to 
fall an unredHting victial to the ven- 
geance which he foresaw. If* bow- 
ever, he might rely upon the co- 
opemtion of Egmont and Hom^ he 
wau wiUing, with the advice of the 
ptates-generil, to risk preparations 
ag^iinst the artoed in v^on of Spaniards 
by which the country wns to be r e- 
duoed to filavery* It was incumbent^ 
however;, upon men placed as they 
were, '^' not to let the gra^ grow under 

""^Groen v, Vtua^^ Archives, etc, iL 323- 
ase. » Ibid. 

* Foppene, Suiipl^mant, i. (Proc^a d'Kg- 

170 J. Gioen v, PitnAt, IL SSQ, iqq. Carra* 
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their feet ; ** and the moment for action 
waa faat approachiljg.* 

Thi!) WHA the echeme which Omtig^l 
wa» willing to attempt. To make uatt , 
ol his own inEuence and that of hia 
friends^ to Interpoae between a sove- 
reign inaane with bigotry^ and a 
people in a atate of religious frenzy, 
to reaist brutal violence if need ahould 
he by force, and to eotnpel the aovo- 
reign to respect the charters which he 
had ewom to midntaiitj imd which 
were far more andent than bis sove- 
reignty ; ao mudi of treason did Wil- 
liam of Orange already contemplate, 
for in no other way csould he he loyal j 
to his country and bis own honour. 

Nothing came of this aecret em-^ 
bassy, for Egmont's heart and fate 
were already fiiLed. Before Orange 
departed, however^ for the noi-tb, 
where hia presence in tlw Diitub 
provincea was now imperatively i^*- 
quired, a memoi"able interview took 
place at Dendermonde between Orange^ 
Horn, Egmont^ Hoogstmaten, and 
Count Louis. ^ The nature of this 
conference waa probably similar to 
that of the secret miaaion from Orange 
to Egmont Just recorded. It waa not 
a long consultation. The gentlemen 
met at eleven o'clock, and conreraed , 
until dinner was ready, which waa be»d 
tween twelve and one in the afternoon. ' 
They dlaeuesed the contents of a letter 
recently received by Horn from his 
brother Montigny at Segovia, giving a 
lively picture of Philip's fury at the 
recent eventa in tbo Netherlanda^ and 
expressing the Baron's own attkmisli- 
ment and indignation that it h^ been 
impoaaible for the aeigniors to prevent 
such outrages aa the public preaching, 
ti;e ini43i^e=breaking, and the Aocoii 
They had also some coversation con* 
ceming the dissatisfaction mjmifeated 
by the Duchess at the proceedings of 
Count Horn at Toumay, and they read 
a very remarkable letter which had 
been furnished them, aa having been 
written by the S[mniali envoy in Paria, 
Don Francis of AJava, to Margaret of 

fipoDdait ce da Guilliiumo la Tooit ,11 lit iru^ 
diictlaa of Gachjwd^ 74, eqq. Conipira 
Bor, 11 303; Hoofd, ii 114; 8tm^a^ v. £30, 
Bq(i, ; Beatlv^iglio, iii, 42, aqq. Gorre- 
spotidaaoe de Pbilipp^ 0., 1. 474-470^ 
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Parma- 'i^liit letter wa* f urged At 
leiuit zhk Pvcgtjiit, ID Ler Italian cor- 
riM\MjiMkiiiC(i, iihunnAod it vu ht ficLi- 
tiou*'/ aJid ill LL'^ot secret lectei-e tju 
Pliilip iJie ufeaaliy txjld i^Ut; trutU. Tlie 
JUitutojucM <jf Wiliiauu of Onoige iiad 
iii tJki* iusutuot bfccii dwoeivtid The 
btiikiji;/ tidciity Uowever. witii which 
tJbbe preijcut ai^ future p^/licy of the 
govei-iiUitut wa« jsketched, th* accu- 
jaAjy with which Uiarjy uiilx^m event* 
were foi'etfha4owed. t'-»getiier with the 
luiiiuu: v^iichejis which gave an air of 
geuuijie/ieii<i Vj the fictitioijii de«{Xitcb, 
UiiglAt well deceive eveu utj Kagaciouii 
ail oljiiei ver an the X^iiuce. 

The Icttt.-j-H'' aUij/hj^i tri the deep and 
h/ijg-jieltlcd hoiitility of Philip to 
Oraijge, J ion), and Eguiout, a*> to a 
fact entirely within the writer'** know- 
ledge; and tiiat of iiiti correBi)ondent, 
hut urged upon the DuchetjH the 
iitibumption of uuextru<jrdiniiry degree 
of apiiHiBUt cordiality in her inter- 
coui'bts with tiieiu. it wan the King's 
inttjution to uhc theui and to destroy 
tliiiui, Hiiirl the writer, and it wan the 
iUigent'b iliity to second the design. 
''The tuunilts and troubles have not 
lieeu vvithcut their secret concur- 
rencu," saiil the supposititious Alava, 
**and yi)ur Highness nmy rest assured 
that thuy will ho the tirst \ipon whom 
hid Miijcaty will seize, not to confer 
heuelits, but tii chastise them as they 
tlescrve. Your Highness, however, 
sliouKl show no sympUan uf dis- 
pleasure, but should constantly main- 
tain iu their minds the idea that his 
Majesty considers them as the most 
I'aibhtul o( lus servants. While they 
are iiorsviadeil ol this, they can be 
mere easily usc-il, bub when the time 
couios, they will be tr<»ato«.l iu another 
maiuier. Your Highness may rest 
assured that his Majesty is not lesd 
iuclineil tkiu your Highness that they 
should recoivv the punishment which 
they merit."* The Duchess was fur- 
thermore recommended '* to deal with 
the three seiguioi*s according to the 
example of the iSpauish governments 
in its intercourse with the envoys, 

* CortvajK.iiUajico do Phiiiiipe 11, i. 47(J. 
« Tho luttci-s are Hfivcu by »w, ii. 109, 110, 
Wktlieub a deuht m U> thois g«miiuttUMiiw 
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Ber^ghen aad HontigDy. who sre met 
with a gmiling faoe, but who aro 
closely wstdied, and who will aever 
be permined to lesve Bpun aliye.*^ 
The remunder of the Isfctar aQudes to- 
supposed engagementB between Franoe 
and i;>paiD for the extiipatian of faerasy^ 
from whidi aUueion to the geBeraiDj u> 
oepted but nuBtaken notioiD as to ih» 
Bayonne Gonfereiioe, a daeided proof 
seecoe to be fomiidied that the letter 
w^ not genuine. Great oomfilauxtBy 
h</i»'ever, are made as to the oandnct 
of the Queen Eegent^who ia deacribed 
ae " a certain lady wdl-known to her 
Uigbnew, and as a person without 
faith, friendship, or truth ; the most 
oonBummate hypocrite m the worid.*^ 
After giving instanoes of ihe duplidty 
manifeeted by Catherine de Medici, 
the writer continues — ''^She sends her 
little black dwarf to me upon frequent 
errands, in order that by means of 
this spy she may worm out my secrets. 
I am, however, upon my- guard, and 
flatter myself that I learn, more from 
him than she fro^ me. £he shall 
never be able to boast of having; die- 
ceived a Spaniard."* 

An extract or two from this yery 
oelebrated document seemed indispen- 
sable, because of the great importance 
attached to it, both at the Bender^ 
monde Conference, and ati^ trials of 
Kgmont and Horn. The contem- 
porary writers of Holland had no 
doubt of its genuineness,, and* what is 
more remarkable, Strada, the historio- 
grapher of the Famese^ family, after 
c^uoting Margaret*8 d^iial of the authen- 
ticity of the letter, coolly observes: 
'' Whether tA were only an invaition 
of the oon^nrators, or actually m de- 
^)atch from Alava, I ahflll Bot decide. 
It is certain, however, that theDudieas 
declared it to be false.*** 

There was doubtless some co a t etna 
tiou at Dendermonde on the propriety 
or possibility of forcible reaiat an ce to a 
Spanish anny, with iriiich it aeemed 
probable that Philip was about to bt- 
vade the proviBces> and take the lives 
of the leading noble& Count Looia 



s Bor. ubi aup. 

« Ibid. • Ibid. 

« Stnida» ▼. SSI. 
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-was in favour of making proyiaion in 
Germany for the accomplishment of 
this purpose. It is also highly probable 
that the Prince may have encouraged 
the proposition. In the sense of his 
former communication to Egmont, he 
may have reasoned <m the necessity of 
nuJking levies to sustain the decisions 
of the states-general against violence. 
Theffe is, however, no proof of any such 
fact. Egmont, at any rate, opposed 
the scheme, on the groimd that " it 
was wrong to entertain any such ill 
opinion of so good a king as Philip, 
that he had never done anything un- 
just towards his subjectsi, and that if 
any one was in fear, he had better 
leave the coimtry.**^ Egmont, more- 
over, doubted the authenfcieity of the 
letters from Alava, but agreed to cany 
them to Brussels, and to lay them be- 
fore the Regent. That lady» when she 
saw them, warmly assured the Count 
that they were inventions,* 

The conference broke up after it had 
lasted an hour and a half. The nobles 
then went to dinner, at which other 
persons appear to have been present, 
and the celebrated Dendermonde meet- 
ing was brought to a close. After the 
repast was &iished, each of the five 
nobles mounted his horse, and departed 
on his separate way.** 

From this time forth the position of 
these leading seigniors became more 
sharply defined. Orange was left in 
almost complete Isolation. Without 
the assistance of Egmont, any effective 
resistance to the impending invasion 
from Spain seemed out of the ques- 
tion. The Count, however, had taken 
his irrevocable ukI fatal resolution. 
After various oscillations during the 
stormy period which had elapsed, his 
mind, notwithstanding all the disturb- 
ing caoses by which it had hitherto 
beni partially influenced, now pointed 
steadily to the point of loyalty. The 
guidance of that pole star was to lead 
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him to utter ship^^rreok. The unfor- 
tunate noble,' entrenched against all 
fear of Philip by the braeen wall of 
an easy oonsdenoe, saw iiu fault in 
his past at whidi he should grow pale 
with apprehension. Moreover, he was 
sanguine by nature, a Catholic in reli- 
gion, a royalist from habit and oonvio- 
tion. Henceforth he was detevmined 
that his services to tlie crown should 
more than counterbalance any idle 
speeches or insolent demonstrations of 
which he might have been previously 
guilty, 

Horn pursued a different course, but 
one which separated him also from the 
Prince, while it led to the same fate 
which Egmont was blindly pursuing. 
The Admiral hod committed no act of 
treason. On the contrary, he hod 
been doing his best, under moat diflft- 
cult oiroumstances, to avert rebellion 
and save the interests of a most un- 
grateful sovereign. He was now dis- 
posed to wrap himself in his virtue, to 
retreat from a court life, for which he 
had never felt a vocation,* and to re- 
sign ^11 connexion with a government 
by which he felt himself very badly 
treated. Moody, wrathful, disap- 
pointed, ruined, and calumniated, he 
would no longer keep terms with King 
or Duchess. He had griefs of long 
standing against the whole of the royd 
family. He had never forgiven the 
Emperor for refusing him, when young, 
the appointment of chamberlain.' He 
had served Philip long and faithfully, 
but he had never received a stiver of. 
salary or " merced^J* notwithstanding 
all his work as state councillor, as ad- 
miral^ as superintendent in Spain; 
while his younger brother had long 
been in the receipt of nine or ten thou- 
sand florins yearly. He had s]:>ent four 
hundred thousand florins in the King's 
service; his estates were mortgaged to * 
their full value; he had been obliged 
to sell his family plate.^ He had done 



1 Fix>ote dTEgmont (FoppenB, i. 75). 

* Letter of ^rnont in Groen ▼. Prinst., 
AidiiTes. iL 400, 401. 

s Fkvete d'Egmont, 78-76. Procte de 
Homes, 100-170 (Poppenfl; Supplement). 
C u neB pou dapce de Ouubunne le Tacit., ii 
jDtrodnctkm of IL Gachiud, bcxir. aqq. 
Compare Bor^ii 108; Hoofil,iiL114; Stntday 



▼. 280, Mq. ; Bentivogiic, iii. 42, Mq. 
Correspondance de Philippe II. , L 474-470. 

* " Aiant par trop oognu n'entre ma roca- 
tion estre en court," etc,, etc. — Letter of 
Horn to his secretary, Alonzo de la Loo. 
Poppens, ii 470, 471. 

• Benom de Praooe MS., 1 c. 8L 
•Ibid. 
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\\\» l^put in Tounmy to serve the 
l>uo)ifHiii. ftiid ho hod averted the 
"SioiUrtU voBpprB," which had been 
(UMuiiu>iit lit. liiH arrival.* He had 
miv«mI the OntholicH from a general 
itt(iiimion\ yot lie heard nevertheless 
ftnMii MontiKiiy. that all his actions 
^-pix> (lintorted in Spain, and his mo- 
tivt»i« liJftckontMl* His heart no longer 
iiiolinod him to continue m Philip's 
w»rvioo, even wore he furnished with 
ilii* moans of doing so. He had in- 
niinu'U'd his secretary, Alonzo de la 
tioo. whom he had despatched many 
mout.liH previously to Madrid, that he 
Mfw no longer to press his master's 
olaimH for a " inercod," but to signify 
that ho abandoned all demands and re- 
nignod all i)osts. He could turn hermit 
for the rest of his days, as well as the 
KmJ)eror Charles.*'* If he had little, he 
could live upon little. It was in this 
sense that he spoke to Margaret of 
Parma, to Assonloville, to all around 
him. It was precisely in this strain 
and temper that he wrote to Philip, 
indignantly defending his course at 
Ti»urnay, protesting against the tor- 
tu<iuH conduct of the Duchess,' and 
bhint.ly declaring that he would treat 
DO iongi'r with ladies upon matters 
\\\\'w\\ oonoornod a man's honour.* 

ThuH. smarting under a sense of 
a\-\\iiH inj\iH(iiv. the Admiral expressed 
liitnHolf it) tonus whioh Philip was not 
liKol.v to ftM'givo. Ho hail undertaken 
tl\»» ivtoiliorttion of Toun\ay, because it 
>\rt«« Monti>r«yV gxnommont^ and he 
h^^\ pn\mi«o<i his wnioos whenever 
thoN phould W ivo\»ii*ilo, Horn was a 
\\\y>\ i\\\\\ rtt^Wtiomte brv^ther. and it 
t«^v*tthotio to tind him ivnjjrsitulating 
Monti^uy on Wiivg. after all. better off 
\\\ iSp:nu th.'^u in the NetherlaiHW 
Noitltov lovrtltA nov the sincere 0-Athi>- 
\w\n\\\ for whioh Monti^v at this 
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period comfaended Horn in his private 
letters,^ could save the two brothers 
from tlie doom which was now fast ap- 
proaching. 

Thus Horn, blind as Egmont — ^not 
being aware that a single step beyond 
implicit obedience had created an im- 
passable gulf between Philip and him- 
self — resolved to meet his destiny in 
sullen retirement. Not an entirely 
disinterested man, perhaps, but an 
honest one, as the world went, me- 
diocre in mind, but brave, generous, 
and direct of purpose, goaded by the 
shafts of calumny, hunted down by the 
whole pack which fawned upon power 
as it grew more powerful, he now re- 
treated to his "desert," as he called 
his ruined home at Weert,^ where he 
stood at bay, growling defiance at the 
Regent, at Philip, at all the world. 

Thus were the two prominent per- 
sonages upon whose co-operation 
Orange* had hitherto endeavoured to 
rely, entirely separated from him. 
The confederacy of nobles, too, was 
dissolved, having accomplished little, 
notwithstanding all its noisy demon- 
strations, and having lost all credit 
with the people by the formal cassa- 
tion of the Compromise in conse- 
quence of the Accord of August.^ As 
a body, they had justified the sarcasm 
of Hubert Languet, that ** the confe- 
derated nobles had ruined their coun- 
try by their folly and incapacity." 
They had profaned a holy cause by in- 
decent oigies, compromised it by sedi- 
tious demonstrations, abandoned it 
when most in need of assistance. Bak- 
j kerceel had distinguished himself by 
I hanging sectaries in Flanders. ''Qolden 
j Fleece*' de Hammes, after creating 
j great scandal in and about Antwerp, 
; sdnce the Accord had ended by ac- 
! cepting an artillery commission in the 

^ Hoi^om ,io Trr^ivv MS., i. o. SI. I jVn *y tonsjWirs fintanent pen86 et cru, ors 

« \ \ ^,\ : <fiie 1e liable est subtiU et ses ministrea. Je 

* n<« < V.N)M «. Nu]NpVni4knu i-i NVUSOA. ' )i'^fiariy<i« la £ure entendre aux lieux que 
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Emperor's ^fmj, together with three 
hundred crowujs for convoy from 
Duahods Margaret.^ Culembiug W3a 
serving tho cause of roligioua frecdoiti 
by dbfoaiuo: the churcliea withm hia 
ODceatr^ domniuia , pullmg do wti a tatuefl, 
duuDg in chtipeht aud giving the holy 
wafer to hh p^rroi* Nothing could 
be m^re stupid thAn ihefle acta of irrft- 
veretice, bj which Cfttholifls were 
offended Aod honest patriotB disgusted. 
Nothing could l>e uioro opposed to the 
^Dtimenta of Orange^ whose first prin* 
cipie was ahetlaeoGe bj aJI denoinina- 
tions of ChrLb'tians from mutual inHulta^ 
At the same time, it is somewhat re- 
Tolting to ohaerve the iudignatiou with 
which sueh ofii)nc<sB were regarded hy 
men of the moit abaadoued chaauc^ter, 
TiiQS, Armeuter&a^ whoise OAme was sy- 
Qonytnous with govenunent nwindliug, 
who h&d heeu rollingup money yearaf ter 
year, by peeulatiotis, auctioneering of 
bigb posts in church audptato, bribes, 
»nd all kinds of picking and stealing, 
cxuld not contain hia horror aa he re- 
ferred to woiers eaten by parrotetj or 
" toasted on forka "^ by renegade 
priests; and poured out his emotions 
on the 3uhje(;t mto the fcuthfid bosom 
ui Antonio Perez, the man with whose 
debaucheries, political villaniea, and 
deliberate murders all Europe waa to 
ring. 

No doubt there were many indi- 
viduals in the conf ederaoy for whom it 
waH reserved to render honcurablo mr- 
vice in the nation liI caUBe. Tbe na^es 
of LouiH Ko&sau, Miunix of St Alde- 
gonde, Bernard de Merode, were to bo 
writtrai in golden letters in their 
country *a roHa; but at this moment 
they were impatient, inconsidertLtej out 
of the control of Orange, Louia was 
auxioufl for the King to oome from 
Spain with his army, and for "the 
hear dance to begin*"* Erederode, 
noisy, brawling, and abeurd aa ever, 

^UnpublifVied Icttor, 13tb Beptombor, 
Margaret of Panfla to Fliilip II. Druasolt^ 
Arcliives My.— Tlnu Duch^w oxiirosflcd great 
regfrct tbat abo ft'tuippoliibited bj the j^tatutea 
of tbo t^Tder to which De Huinmoa was a 
eervani orcffioLnlj fromari'ieatiiiig; imd pimiflb- 
ing iiim for Mr cntneu. Her legal Uidvisera, 
VljjSiujj, Aaaonkvilli?, juid the retit, wtra to 
TiQak& now dlscoTcrica with regurd to thcs? 
pcivilegefi, whuu not scrraulis luarQlyp but 
\OL.L 
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Watchfulness of Orange. 

Wi& bringing ridicule upon the national 
cOiUBu by Ma buffoonery, and endanger- 
ing the whole people by bis inade(|uate 
yet rebellious exertional. 

What cour«e was the Prince of 
Orange to adopt I He could find no 
one to comprehend his views. He felt 
certj^in at the close of the year that the 
pufpofie of the govammcnt was fixed. 
He made no secret ol his detenninri' 
tiou never to lond himself as an in^ru- 
ment for the contemplated aubjugatiott 
of the people. He bad re[>eatedly re- 
signed ail his offioes. He waa now 
diiternuned that the j-esiguation once 
for all should be accepted. If he uaed 
diasimuktioiij it wae becausi^ Piuhp'g 
deception permitted no man to be 
frank If the sovereign constantly 
disavowed all hostile purpoaes against 
his people, and manifested extreme 
affection for the men w^hom be had al- 
ready duomcd to the scaffold, hmw 
could the Prince openly denounce him / 
It w^as his duty to Bcive his coimtry 
and hia friends from impending ruin. 
Ha preserved, therefore, an attitude of 
watcbfulnesB^ Philipj in the ^epth of 
his cabinet^ w^as under a cunatant in- 
spection by the aleepless Prince. The 
aoveiiei^ assured hia siater that her 
apprehenaions about their correspon- 
dence waa groundless. He always 
locked up hia papers, and took the key 
with him,^ NevertheleaSj the key waa 
taken out of his pocket amd the papers 
read Orange was accujatom^jd to ob- 
serve, that men of leisure might occu- 
py themaolves with pbiloBopbical pur- 
auita and with the secrets of nature, 
but that it wa8 hia busineaa to study 
the hearts of kinga.^ He knew the 
man and tbe woman with whom he 
had to deal We have seen enough of 
the policy aecretly pun^ueii by Philip 
and Margaret to appreciate the accu- 
racy with which tbe Prineei groping 
aa it were in the dark^ bad jvidged the 
jUu4Jtirlrpii« cUovaliors of the order wera to be 
ijut to denth.— Comtmre Coi roepnudanci^ d$i 
PhQippe Il„ iflS. 

a iHilri. 4T2. 4S0, 4B1. 

' " Asar Bti un asflrkir." — Cofrespoiidimda 
de Philippe IL, i. 4S0, 4^1. TiimM Arunsn- 
tercii to Antonio Pcrcss. 

* ArcbiTea et Contjspandfuice, iL 300, 

* Foplie^si, S^tippleiuciiti it. filSl* 

IT 
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The Rise of the 



whole situation. Had his friends 
taken his warnings, they might have 
lived to render services against ty- 
ranny. Had he imitated their example 
of false loyalty, there would have been 
one additional victim, more illustrious 
than all the rest, and a whole country 
hopelessly enslaved. 

It is by keeping these considerations 
in view that we can explain his con- 
nexion with such a man as Brederode. 
The enterprises of that noble, of 
Tholouse, and others, and the resist- 
ance of Valenciennes, could hardly 
have been prevented even by the op- 
position of the Prince. But why 
should he take the field against men, 
who, however rashly or ineffectually, 
were endeavouring to oppose tyranny, 
when he knew himself already pro- 
scribed and doomed by the tyrant? 
Such loyalty he left to Egjnont. Till 
late in the autumn, he had still be- 
lieved in the possibility of convoking 
the states-general, and of making pre- 
parations in Germany to enforce their 
decrees. 

The confederates and sectaries had 
boasted that they could easily raise an 
army of sixty thousand men within 
the provinces,^ that twelve hundred 
thousand florins monthly would be 
furnished by the rich merchants of 
Antwerp,* and that it was ridiciilous 
to suppose that the German mercen- 
aries enrolled by the Duchess in 
Saxony, Hesse, and other Protestant 
countries, would ever render serious 
assistance against the adherents of the 
reformed religion.* Without placing 
much confidence in such exaggerated 
statements, the Prince might well be 
justified in believing himself strong 
enough, if backed by the confederacy, 
by Egmont, and by his own boundless 

^ " Mesmes osent aucuns des confoderez et 
sectaires meuasser d'oser d'armes et force 

contre raoi Se vantans que Ton fera 

venir en armes contre moy cinquante ou 
soixante mil homines de ces pays sans les 
estmngiers."— Unpublished letter of Mar- 
garet of Parma, heretofore cited. • Brussels 
Archives MS. 

* '* Disans avoir les bourses des marchans 
d'Anvers qui en ce cas leur furuirout par 
mois plus de xii. mil florins," etc., etc.— Ibid. 

• "C'est moins mal les assembler que 
point assembler," etc., etc,— Unpublished 
letter of Duchess of Forma. 
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influence, both at Antwerp and in his 
own government, to sustain the consti- 
tuted authorities of the nation even 
against a Spanish army, and to inter- 
pose with legitimate and irresistible 
strength between the insane tyrant 
and iJbe country which he was prepar- 
ing to crush. It was the opinion of 
the best-informed Catholics that, if 
Egmont should declare for the con- 
federacy, he could take the field with 
sixty thousand men, and make himself 
master of the whole cduntry at a blow.* 
In conjunction with O^nge, the moral 
and physical force would have been 
invincible. 

It was therefore not Orange alone, 
but the Catholics and Protestants 
alike, the whole population of the 
country, and the Duchess Regent her- 
self, who desired the convocation of 
the estates. Notwithstanding Philip's 
deliberate but secret determination 
never to assdinble that body, although 
the hope was ever to be held out that 
they should be convened, Margaret 
had been most importunate that her 
brother should permit the measure. 
" There wda less danger," she felt her- 
self compelled to say, " in assembling 
than in not assembling the states ; it 
was better to preserve the Catholic re- 
ligion for a part of the coimtry, than 
to lose it altogether."*' " The more it 
was delayed," she said, "the more 
ruinous and desperate became the pub- 
lic affairs. If tlie measure were post- 
poned much longer, all Flanders, half 
Brabant, the whole of Holland, Zeland, 
Gueldres, Toumay, Lille, Mechlin, 
would be lost forever, without a chance 
of ever restoring the ancient religion."' 
The country, in short, was " without 
faith, king, or laws,"^ and nothing 
worse could be app rehended from any 
s " Que en fait de la rebij^on les ditsAle- 
mans les favoriseront oires qu'ilz soient en la 
soulde deV. Mat. et consequemment oseront 
plus tot barbouiller quelque choee." — Ibid. 

* "Vous Teussiez veu marcher en cam- 
paigne avec une arm§e de 60,000 hommes et 
avoir reduict en sa puissance la ville de Brux- 

elles par un exploit soudain se fust 

aisement emparg de la principault^ du Pays 
Bas," etc., etc. — Pontus Payen MS. 

* Unpublished letter of Budiess of Parma. 
' •• Estant quasi tout le pays sans foy, roy 

et loy, et le pen que demeure entier s'en va 
joumollemeut empirant."-- Ibid. 



li^tng the opmioufi of tht^ Dactiei$»T E^<i 
acooniiag to her fitatement tbose of 
nearlj all the good Catholics in the 
connttYf it' oould hai'dly &oein aHtoniBh- 
ing or treaflonatle that the Prince 
should Ekleo be in fayour of the mea- 

flUTO. 

Am, tbo Dueh659 grew' stronger^ how^- 
Qver, and Bja the pt^aple^ Eigbnj^t at the 
.fate of Tounmy and Vaitjnciennes, be- 
i to lo^ courage, she b&w less Toason 
^or sosemblmg the states. Orange^ on 
*-he other hand^ completely deserted 
\3j Egmontand Horn, and having little 
confidence in the charootena of ibe ex- 
odiifed^r&teB, remained oompiiiratively 
quie&c^nt but watcMul. 

At the close of the year, an impor- 
tant paniphlet ^ irotn m& hand was cir- 
Qatedj in which hi a Yiews as to the 
eoeBsity of allowing Fsomc degree of 
r religious freedom were urged ujK>n the 
raytil goverTjinent with hia usual Bsga- 
Icity oif thought^ moderation of Un- 
Iguoge,, and modesty in tone. The 
I luau who bad held the moflt importAnt 
IciTil and militafj oMcea in the countiy 
f^alinftyt from boyhood, and who was 
looked up to by friend and foe as the 
mott important personage in the three 
milMoiiBof its inhabitants, apologified 
for hk *' presumption *' in coming for- 
ward publicly with his advice. '* I 
woidd not/* he aaid^ ■' in matters of 
Bdoh importance, affect to be wiser or 
to moke greater prctenaions than my 
sge or experience warrants, yet seeing 
aSoMn in auch i>er[sle3city, I will rather 
incur the risk of being oharged with 
forwardness than negle<;t that which I 
consider my duty." * 

Thifl, then, was the attitude of the 
princii^al peraona.ge3 in the Nether* 
lands, and the situation of affairs at 
the end of the eventful year 1566, the 
last year of peace which the men then 
Hying or their children were to know* 
The government, weak at the oom- 
menoement, woe strong at the close. 
The confederacy was broken and scat- 
iered. The Reqiieat, the beggar ban- 
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1 ArchiTea et t;4>rreapoucliiTic«p \i. 420-45(1. 
Comjiaro Hopper, Bct. et Mqiq., iii It ic 
4l«j given in Ear, iii. 131^1^3. 

* ArdiiviiP et CorreapTJiidaiioei, ii, 430, 431 . 

* Oi^odafdioi^ 4J^ tiqq« 



qu eta, the public preaching, the imago- 
breaking, the Aeeord of Anguat, Imd 
been followed by reiuition^ Toumay 
had acc-epted its garrison. Egmont| 
completely obedient to the crown, wae 
compelling aU the cities^ of Flanders 
and Artok to reoeiye Boldiera siil&cient 
to maintain implieit obedience, and to 
eirtlngiiish all heretical demonstratduns, 
so that the Regent was at comparative 
leisure to effect iJie reduction of Va^ 
lenciennes. 

This ancient dty, in the provlnoe of 
Hainanlt, and on the frontier of France, 
bad been founded by the Emperor 
Vatentiniai]^ from whom it had derived 
ita name.^ Originally efltabli^ed by 
him as a city of refuge, it had received 
the privilege of affording an asylum to 
debtors^ to outlaws, and cTcn to nuir- 
dorors. This ancient right had been 
continued p under certain modi^cationB, 
even tlE the period with which we are 
now occupied* Never, however, ac- 
cording to the government, h&d the 
right of asylum^ even in the ^^ildesfc 
times, been eo abused by the city be- 
f<jre> What were debtors, robbers, 
murderers, compared to heretics! yet 
these woTHt euemiea of their race 
swarmed in the rebellions city, pnw- 
tiuing even now the foulest rites of 
Calvin, and obeying these most pesti- 
lential of all preachers, Guido de Bray^, 
and Peregrine de la Grange. The 
place wa5 the hot-bed of heresy and 
sedition, and it seemed to be agreed, 
aa by common accord, that the laet 
struggle for what was called the new 
religion, ibould take place beneath its 
wallft.* 

Pleaaantly situated in a fertile valley, 
provided with vary strong fortificatlonB 
and very deep moata;, Valenciennes, 
with the Beheld flowing thrtmgh its 
centroi and furaialdng the means of 
laying the circumjacent meadows un- 
der wat^, waa considered in thoBe 
days almost impregnable." The city- 
was summoned, almost at the same 
time aa Toumay, to accept a garrison. 
This demand of goverument was met 

* OuicoMrdiuJ, T&8> sqq.P 

* " n semhlQit que de la fortune do 

YolenclemMS dependoit esOo da teuia la 
gxieiiseria."— Yulenclcnnea MS, 

9 GulctiimUni, ubl m\p. 
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by a peremptory rofuiiftL NoiTcarmeBi 
towards tne middle of December, 
ordered tbc rniigiftratea to send a de- 
putation to confer witb him at Cottd^. 
Penaionarj Outreman atscordingly re- 
paired to that neighboiuiDg fixity ac- 
oompaoied by some of bis coUeagrieg,^ 
Thia committee waa not nnfavourtible 
tp tlie demands of government. The 
magistnieiea of the citie% generally^ 
were for from rebellious; but in tbe 
cfiAe of Talenciennea tbe real power 
at that moment wad with the Colviti- 
iet conaiatdry and the ministem. Tbe 
deputieaj, after their returti friam Cond^, 
Bummoned the leading membera of the 
reformed religion, together with tbe 
preachers. It was iu;ged that it w^ 
their duty forthwitb to use their in- 
fluence in favour of tbe demand matle 
by tbe government upon the city.* 

*' May I grow mute as a fish ! '' &n- 
Bwered de la Grange, atoutly, " may 
the tongue cleavs to the roof of nay 
mouth, before I persuade my people 
to accept a ganiBon of cruel merce- 
naries^ by wbom their righte of con- 
Bcieuce are to be tramplBd upon S " ^ 

Councillor Outremon reasoned with 
tbe fiery miniiter, that if be and his 
colleague were afmid of their own 
livea, ample proviaiou abould be made 
with government for their departure 
nnder safe conduct. La Grange re- 
plied that he bad no fetu? for bimaelf , 
that the Lord would protect l^oee who 
preached and those who believed in 
His boly Word, but tbat He would not 
forgive them should they now bend 
their necks to hia enemies,^ 

It wai5 soon very obvious that no 
arrangement could be nmde. Tbe 
magistrates could exert no authority, 
tbe preachers were all-powerful, and 
tbe citizens, said a Catholic inhabitant 
of Valenciennes, ** allowed themselves 
to be led by their minifiters like oxen."* 
Upon the ITth December IGtJfi, a pro- 
drunation waa accordingly faaned by 
the Duchess B^;;ent^ dedsring the city 



1 VfUeoickimieB M9, 

■ Ibid. 

" IbJd. Fontus PfL¥ea MB. 

* IIM. « VdomaBQnefl MB. 

4 Tb@ prodllitcnatJCRi Ii givou in Bgr* iiJ- 

' FrociktuatiDii in Eor, ubi £upi 



in a state of iiego, and all ito inhabi- 
tantfl rebels.^ The crimes for wMcL 
this penalty was denounced were elur 
borately set forth in the edict. Preach- 
in g according to the reformed religion 
bad been permitted in two or three 
ebupcbes, IJie sacrament accordiog \m 
the Odviuistic manner had been pub- 
boly administered^ together with a 
penuDciation by the communicants of 
tbeir adhesion to the Catholic Churc 
and now a rebellious refusal to r^oeiv 
the gamson sent to th^m by tb 
Duche^ had been added to i^e Hst < 
their iniquities. For offonoee 
these the Hegcnt deemed it her du^ 
to forbid all inhabitants of any eiti 
village, or province of the Netbi^ 
land^ holding comm\mIcation with 
Valenciennes, buying or selling with 
its inhabitantf, or furnishing them 
with provimonB, on pain of being con- 
iider^ accomplices in their rebellion, 
and afl such of being e^cecutod with the 
halterJ 

The oity was now inTested by 
Noircarmes with all the troops which 
could be apared. The Gonfedei:atea 
gave promises of assistance to the 
belea^ered citizens, Orange privately 
encouraged them to hold out in their 
legitimate refuaal;^ Brederode and 
others busied themselvefl with hostile 
demonstrations which were destined 
to remain barren j but in the mean- 
time the inliabitj^nts had nothing to 
rely upon save their own stout hearts 
and arms. 

At first, the siege was eustained 
with a light heart. Frequent ealliea 
were made^ smart ekirmiabea were 
ventured, in which the Huguenots, on 
tbe tsBtimony of a most bitter Catho- 
lic contemporary, conducted them- 
selves with the bravery of Teteraa 
troops, and m if they bad done 
uothing sU their lives but tight ;^ 
forays were made npon the moniis-_ 
teries of the neighbourhood, for ^ 
purpose of procuring supplies, and i 



* Cdrreipoodonoe do Qutlktime le 1 
prefncu, ©iJiX, eL, iiot«L 

• " Sortciient Jouniolbmoat aui 
inouiihiffii combatbuifl avf^c hardieaBe et i 
terltS commp el toutto Jeur vl« a*©U] 
faict aultre choae que potter lei ormes,"— ^ 
Foutufl FayoQ WL 
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broken statu bb of the dien)ant3ed 
churoheB were iiued to buUd & bridge 
aorow am a^rm of the river^ which wiua 
cdled in deriBion the bridge of idoi^^ 
Koirearmes aud the &ix officera under 
Mmt who were tbought to be con- 
duc^iD^ their oporations with languor, 
were chrifltencd the Seven Sleepers,'' 
Qigiuitio spectocleB, three feet in oir- 
cnmference, were planted derifdvely 
upon the rarapartSj in order tljat the 
artOlerj, which it waa mid that the 
FlipiatB of Arras were Bending^ might 
be seen, as soon as it abould arrive," 
CbuncOlor OutrenmHf who had left 
the city before the aiege, ciime into it 
a^aJHf on comniis&ton &oin Noircarmes. 
He wbjS received with contempt, his 
proposfilB on behalf of the goyerument 
were answered with outcries of fury ; 
he was pelUd with Btones, and wa» 
very glad to nuike Ma escape alire.* 
The pnlpite thundered with the va^ 
liant deeds of Jc}Abu% Judae Maocap 
bcDSj and otlier Bible heroes.* The 
mirades wrought in their behalf 
eorred to encourage the entbudaETn 
ctf the people^ while the moTomonts 
making Hit Tarioue poiste in the 
Beighboi4rhood encouraged a hope of 
ft geoeral risiBg throughout the 
cormtry. 

Those hopes were destined to dia- 
appointment. There were largo es- 
eemblA^ges made, to be aiire,, at two 
points Nearly three tlioiiaand sec- 
tariea had been collected at Lannoy, 
nnder Pierre Comaillej who, having 
been a locksmith;, and afterwurdB a 
Calvinlst preacher^ was now di&po«ed 
to tiy his fortune as a general.^ His 
band waa, however, disorderlv. Rustics 
armed with pitchf orkfi, young studentB 
and old soldiers out of em ploy men t^ 
furnished with maty matohlocka, pikes, 
and halberds^ compoeed bis force. ^ A 

* Foiitus Payen MS. 

* '' Lea gueux lea apperiment lea mpt 
dofTOiaiia.'"— %*a]cnciennea MS. 

» ♦* Ua ^iroieni &ohe» siir laurH mTn|>arta 
de fort loniniea prcques et nu bout d'kelks 
attticbi de tart grrtmctos lunottes aint^ troifi 
pledfl en diamctre^ vt qtinnd on ]eur doman- 
doit Ji qiioy ellcfl Borvaient, reflpoTsdnient 
joyeU8(!inut]t que o'listttit poiir*dii*5C(mvrlr de 
pliiH long l^artUlGriD que lea Fapiites d'Amia 
aebvoletit ouvomr/' etc, etc*— Pontua l^yea 
MS. 
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company similar in ehiufaeter, and 
already amounting to ^me twelve 
hundred in nttmber^ was coUtrcting at 
Watrelotfi.* It waa hoped that an 
imposing ari^y would aoon l>e a^ 
scmbkd, and that the two biinds, 
making a junctionj would then march 
to the relief of Valenciennea. It 
wa« hoaated that in a yery short 
time thirty thousand men would be 
in the field.'' There was eTSn a fear 
of some Buch result fdt by the 
Catholics. 

It was then tlmt T^'oircann^ and 
hifl " seven aleepe^a.^^ahewed that ihey 
were awake. Early in Jautaary 15(j7, 
that fierce soldier, among whose viee^ 
sloth fulness was oertainly neyer reck- 
oned before or alterwaras^ fell upon 
the look^mith's army at Lannoy, while 
the Seigneur de Eaeemgbem attacked 
the force at Watrelots on the @ame 
day.'** Koircarmes destroyed half his 
enemi«^ at the very first charge. The 
ill-aBsorted rabble fell asunder at 
once. The prejicher fought well, but 
bis urkdisoipHned force fled at the first 
sight of the enemy. Thoee who car- 
ried arquebusses threw tbem down 
without a single diaohargej that they 
might nm the faster. At least a 
thouaand were soon stretched dead 
ujion the field j others were hunted 
into the river- Twenty-six hundred, 
aoofjrding to the Catholic accounts^ 
were exterminated in an hour," 

llasaingbem, on his part, with five 
or fiii hundred reguk.ra, attacked 
Teriel's forco, numbering at least 
twice aa many. Half of the^ were 
BJjon cat to pieces and put to flight. Six 
hundred, howeveTj who had seen some 
service, took refuge in the cemetery of 
Watrelots. Herej from behind the 
stone wall of the eneloaure, they sns* 
tained the attack of the Catholics %vith 



• ValeudenncA MB. 

• Tbld. 

" UM. Pontus Pjiy«D MS. 
' Foiitua PSijen MS. 

* lbi.K 

* Ibid. 

^^ tbid. VoJcndeimeBlIS. OompareHrj&rdj 
ill 1$^; Btmda, t1. 2S», Sfll. Vit. Vlglil. 

n QKsen v. Priimt, Arehlvca, etc.. iil. T, 
8. Ceraponj Strada, uM aup.; HooHii, ubi 
aup. J Pcmtu* P^yen filS, 
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some spirit.^ The repose of the dead 
in the quiet country churchyard was 
disturbed by the uproar of a most 
sanguinary conflict. The temporary 
fort was soon carried, and the Hugue- 
nots retreated into the church- A 
rattling arquebusade was poured in 
upf)n them as they struggled in the 
narrow door-way.* At least four hun- 
dred corpses were soon strewn among 
the ancient graves. The rest were 
hunted into the church, and from the 
church into the belfry. A fire was 
then made in the steeple, and kept up 
till all were roasted or suffocated.^ Not 
a man escaped. 

This was the issue in the first 
stricken field in the Netherlands for 
the cause of religious liberty. It 
must be confessed that it was not very 
encouraging to the lovers of freedom. 
The partisans of government were 
elated, in proportion to the apprehen- 
sion which had been felt for the 
result of this rising in the Walloon 
country. "These good hypocrites," 
wrote a correspondent of Orange, " are 
lifting up their heads Hke so many 
dromedaries. They are becoming un- 
manageable with pride."* The Duke 
of Aerschot and Count Meghem gave 
great banquets in Brussels, where all 
the good chevaliers drank deep in 
honour of the victory, and to the 
health of his Majesty and Mad;mie. 
" I saw Berlaymont just go by the 
window," wrote Schwartz to the 
Prince. " He was coming from Aer- 
schot 's dinner with a face as red as the 
Cardinal's new hat."** 

On the other hand, the citizens of 
Valenciennes were depressed in equal 
measure with the exultation of their 
antagonists. There was no more talk 
of seven sleepers now, no more 
lunettes stuck upon lances, to spy the 
coming forces of the enemy. It was 
felt that the government was wide 
awake, and that the city would soon 

1 Pontus Payen MS. 

« Ibid. « Ibid. 

* " Haulcent pour llieure la teste comme 
trommetaires, et ne sont quacy phis traict- 
ables d'orfirueil." — ^Archives et Correspon- 
danue, iii. 13. 

» Ibid., 9. 

« Remonstrance add r essed by the inhabi- 
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see the impending horrors without 
telescopea The siege was pressed 
more closely. Noircarmes took up a 
commanding position at Saint Armand, 
by which he was enabled to cut off all 
commimication between the city and 
the surrounding country. All the 
villages in the neighbouihood were 
pillaged; all the fields laid waste. All 
the infamies which an insolent soldiery 
can inflict upon helpless peasantry 
were daily enacted. Men and women 
who attempted any conmiunication 
with the city, were murdered in cold 
blood by hundreds.' The villagers 
were plundered of their miserable 
possessions; children were stripped 
naked in the midst of winter for the 
sake of the rags which covered them ; 
matrons and viigins were sold at pub- 
lic auction by the tap of drum ; "* sick 
and wound^ wretches were burned 
over* slow fires, to afford amusement 
to the soldiers.^ In brief, the whole 
unmitigated curse which . military 
power- inflamed by religious bigotiy 
can embody, had descended up(»i the 
heads of these unfortunate provincials 
who had dared to worship God in 
Christian churches without a Roman 
ritiiaL 

Meantime the city maintained a 
stout heart stilL The whole popula- 
tion were arranged under different 
banners. The rich and poor alike took 
arms to defend the walls which shel- 
tered them.* The town paupers were 
enrolled in three companies, which 
bore the significant title of the " Tous- 
nuds" or the "Stark-nakeds,"" and 
many was the fierce conflict delivered 
outside the gates by men, who, in the 
words of a CathoUc then in the city, 
might rather be taken for " experi- 
' enced veterans than for bui^hers and 
artisans." ^^ At the same time, to the 
honour of Valenciennes, it must be 
stated, upon the same incontestable 
authority, that not a Catholic in the 



tants of Valenciennes to the Knijirhts of the 
Fleece.— 5 9, apud Bor, iii 136-141. 

t Ibid. « Ibid. 

9 Valenciennes MS. lo Ibid. 

11 "Qu'on feut pris tons pour de vieuz 
routiers et soldats experlmentes^ et noa pas 
pour des bourgeois et artisanii de prmie 
abord.''-Ihld. 
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prieatfi who hiul ^e^JcLilllt^d there were 
not allowed to say Biasaj, but they 
never met with an approbrioue word or 
look from the people.^ 

The inbabit^Dts of the citj called 
npon the oonfed grates for a^kbii^timce^ 
T^j ako i«3iied sm addre^ia to the 
Knights of the Fleeue ; ^ t|||a0.per which 
narrated the story of th^ir wrongs in 
pathetic imd fftartlinj^ language. They 
apf^ealed to thoj^u puiHtJunt and iiliiBr- 
trlous chevaliers to prevent the perpe- 
tration of the great wrong wJiich waa 
now impending over so many innocent 
h^oda, " Wait not/* they aaid, " till 
the ^undi^rbolt haa fallen^ till the de- 
luge hue overwhelmed us, till the fires 
already blazing have laid the land in 
cii^Lb and anht^t till no other course be 
poasibie, but to aktndon the country 
ia ita dediihition to foreign barliaiity. 
Let the uause of tht» oppre^ed come to 
your eara. So tibidl your couaoience 
become a shield of iron; so aball the 
ha-ppiDeBU of a whole country witneae 
befoi'e the apgela, of your truth to big 
Majesty, in the cause of his trae gran- 
deur and glyiy."^ 

Theae atiriing appeals to an order of 
which Philip was chief ,^ Vigliua cban- 
oellorj Egraont, Manafeld^ Aerachotj 
Berkynaont, and otbara, chevaliei's, 
w^e not likely to produce much effect 
The city could rely upon no asalBtance 
in tbaae high qdi^rters. 

Meanttme^ however^ the bold Brede- 
rode was attempting a very extenmve 
diTBraiou, which, if eiicoeissfuip would 
have aaved Valencieunea and the whole 
country beside. That eccentric per- 
sonagef during the autumn and winter, 
had been creating diaturbancea in vari- 
ous parts of thB country. Wherever 
he happened to he establiahedj there 
came from the windows of his apart- 
meaita a aound of revelry and upmar. 
SuspiciuUH cbaj'acters in various QtM- 
tumee thronget! hifi door and dogged 

I "Si HP Teceurent lis toutcs fois au4;unQ3 
Injured u,y fiLscherle excepte qu^oii leur du- 
foiidit flo dire U mefiae^ luquello Is bou Ttb- 
lat d^ B. if can disoU |gcr«t.U9[ooiit oa m 
chtLmhm pour saciDDJi Option. " — Valencisna^m 

» RcTfiorutrriiic*?, eta, uLi fitly. 
4 Bor, ill. H7, 145. 



his footetepa.^ At the sanie time the 
authoritiea felt themaelves obliged to 
treat him with res[(ect. At Horn he 
had entertained many of the leiiding 
citizens at a great banquet The health 
of the begif^us had been drunk in 
migbtiy potationSj tmd their shibboleth 
Imd resouaded through the house. In 
the naidnt of the f eativitiesj Brederode 
bad auBpended a beggar's medal around 
the neck of the burgomaster, ^vho bi4Ul 
conBented to he his guest upun that 
occasion, but who had no intention of 
enrolling himself in the frateraitie& of 
actual or political mendlcanta. The 
excellent magistrate, however, waa near 
becoming a member of both. The 
emblem by which he had been con- 
apicuoualy adorned proved veiy em- 
barraeaing to him upon his recovery 
from the eS'ects of hia orgies with the 
" great beggar/^ and he waa subse- 
quently punished for his impn^dencti 
by the confiscation of half his pro- 
perty.* 

Early in Januaryj, Brederode had 
stationed himself in hia city of Viane* 
There, in virtue of his seignorial i ighta^ 
he had removed all atatues ^nd other 
Popish emblems from the churches, 
performingthe operation, ho vvever, with 
much quietness and decorum. He 
had also coEected many disorderly men- 
at^amm in thia cityj and had strength' 
ened ita fortificaiions^ to TQmet, as he 
said^ the threatened attacka of Duke 
Erie of Brunswick and hia German 
mercenariee.*' A printing-presB waa 
established in the pkce, whence satiri- 
cal pamphleta^ hymn booksj and other 
pestiferona productiona, were con- 
atantly isauing, to the annoyance of 
govsmmeuti^ Many lawlcsa and up* 
i-oarioua individuals eu joyed the 
Count's hospitality. AJl the di-egs 
and filth of the provinces, according 
to Doctor Yigliufi, were accumtdated 
at Viane as in a ceBsi>ool' Along the 
placid hmk^ of the Lech, on which 

* Toliuis Hoom, bi. iUS ; cited by Wageuaar, 

■ Corre&pOTidaupe de GuUIaumi} U Tacit, 
ii. L*6^S6T. Compara Bur, ilL 147, US; 
Bcet|vogUo, tU. H. 

' Bur, ubi «up, CorrMpondonoEs dc Guil* 
lautneleTncit,, ii. BuiB^IJil, 

■ Vigl. ^ J. Happ^nuii, 41S-4a<. 
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river the city etandB, the " hydra of 
rebellion "^ lay ever coiled and threat- 
ening. 

Brederode was supposed to be re- 
volving vast schemes, both political 
and military, and Mai^ret of Parma 
was kept in continual apprehension by 
the bravado of this very noisy con- 
spirator. She called upon William of 
Orange, as usual, for assistance. The 
Prince, however, was very ill-disposed 
to come to her relief. An extreme 
disgust for the policy of the govern- 
ment already began to characterise his 
public language. In the auttunn and 
winter he had done all that man could 
do for the safety of the monarch's 
crown, and for the people's happiness. 
His services in Antwerp have been re- 
corded. As soon as he could tear him- 
self from that city, where the magis- 
trates and all classes of citizens clung 
to him as to their only saviour, he had 
hastened to tranquillise the provinces 
of Holland, Zeland, and Utrecht. He 
had made arrangements in the principal 
cities there upon the same basis which 
he had adopted in Antwerp, and to 
which Margaret had consented in 
August. It was quite out of the 
question to establish order without 
permitting the reformers, who consti- 
tuted much the larger portion of the 
population, to have liberty of religious 
exercises at some places, not conse- 
crated, within the cities. 

At Amsterdam, for instance, as he 
informed the Duchess, there were 
swarms of unleameil, barbarous people, 
mariners and the Uke,* who could by 
no means perceive the propriety of 
doing their preaching in the open 
country, seeing that the open country, 
at that season, was quite under water.* 
Margaret's gracious suggestion that, 
perhaps, something might be done 
with boats, was also considered inad- 
mis.^ble. " I know not," said Orange, 
" who could have advised your High- 
ness to make such a proposition."'* He 
informed her, likewise, that the bar- 
barou s mariners had a clear right to 



^ Vigl. ad J. Hopp«rum. 426c 

> Corrospondance do Quillaume U 7acit, 
iL S83, 284.—" Marouxiiers vt wmm indoctz, 
Uu-baroa.'* » Ibid. « Ibid. 

« '*Au aon (i« Himk qui]* ajjraofe letin 
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their preaching, for the custom had 
already been established previously to 
the August treaty, at a place called the 
*' Lastadge," among the wharves. " In 
the name of Grod, then," wrote Mar- 
garet, " let them continue to preach in 
the Lastadge."^ This being all the 
barbarians wanted, an Accord, with 
the full cdksent of the Regent, was 
drawn up at Amsterdam and the other 
northern cities. The Catholics kept 
churches and cathedrals, but in the 
winter season, the greater part of the 
population obtained permission to wor- 
ship God upon dry land, in warehouses 
and dock-yards. 

Within a very few weets, however, 
the whole arrangement was coolly can- 
celled by the Duchess, her permission 
revoked, and peremptory prohibition of 
all preaching within or without the walls 
proclaimed.** The government was 
growing stronger. Had not Noircarmes 
and Rassinghem cut to pieces three or 
four thousand of these sectaries march- 
ing to battle under parsons, locksmiths, 
and similiar chieftains? Were not all 
lovers of good government " erecting 
their heads like dromedaries"? 

It may easily be comprehended that 
the Prince could not with complacency 
permit himself to be thus perpetually 
stultified by a weak, false, and imperi- 
ous woman. She had repeatedly called 
upon him when she was appalled at 
the tempest and sinking in the ocean; 
and she had as constantly disavowed 
his deeds and reviled his character 
when she felt herself in safety again. 
He had tranquillised the old Batavian 
provinces, where the old Batavian 
spirit still lingered, by his personal in- 
fluence and his unwearied exertions. 
Men of all ranks and religions were 
grateful for his labours. The Re- 
formers bad not gained much, but they 
were satisfied. The CathoUcs retained 
their churches, their property, their 
consideration. The states of Holland 
had voted him fifty thousand florins,' 
as an acknowledgment of his efforts in 
restoring peace. He had refused the 



Sresohm aa diet Laataige.** — ComapcnuiaDoa 
Quillaiune lo Tacit., ii. 296. 
* Correspoodance de GuillaanM lo Tacit. 
SL 861-363. 
' Bor, iiL 147. HooM» iv. I29L 



1567.] 

present. He ^&8 in debt, pressed tar 
MMiney, but lie did not choodSj, n» he 
iofoTtiied Fhilipj " that men eliDiild 
think Ills actions governed by motives 
nl BTarice or particular intoreat, instead 
of the tme affection wliieh he bore to 
Mb Majesty's service and the good (if 
(Af mmttry*^'^ Nevertbeleea, bi» bwk 
waa hardly tiimed before all hia work 
was undone by the Ilegent. 

A new and important Btep on the 
port of the govcmment bad now pliiced 
liim m an attitude of almost avowed 
reibellliin^ All functionaries,, from go- 
vemona of provinces down to subalterns 
in the arrtiyj were required to take a 
new oath ai allegiance, " novum et 
Lactenua iniiaitaturn teligionis jura- 
mentiim,"^ as the Prince characteraed 
it, which was, he said^ quite equal to 
the Inquieiticn. EYery man who bore 
his Majesty s commisaion was ordered 
aoleiBnIy to pledge himself to obey the 
ortlisra of government^ everywhere, and 
against every j>erson, without limita- 
tion or reetriction.^ Count Manafeld, 
now "factotum at Brusftels"'* had 
taken the oath with great fervour. So 
had Aerschotj Berlajrmont, Meghem, 
smdt after a Httle wavering, Egmont,* 
Omnge apumed the pixijjoaition. He 
had tsk&n oaths enough which ha 
had never broken, nor intended now 
to break. He was r^idy still to do 
everything conducive to tkt ncctJ intere^ 
of the monarch. Who dared do more 
wag no true servant to the government, 
no true lover of the country. Ho would 
never disgrace himself by a blind 
pledge, through which ho might be 
constrained to do acta detrimental, in 
hifi opinion, to the safety of the crown, 
the happine«a of the commortwealthj 
and his own hon<)ur. The dt^mativo 
presented he wiiliugly embraced.* He 
renounced all his offices, anddeaired no 
longer to serve a government whose 
policy be did not approve, a King by 
wljoin he was stiapected. 

His resignation waa not accepted by 

^ Corr^poudancfl dia GmUoume le Tacit. 

* ArclaiTes ci ComeffponciFincc, Ml. S0, 

* Qpoetk V. Priust, Aj^hlvbit, ate , ill. 25- 
fl,l. Ct>tToai>oiidaiiea de Guiilaume ie Tacit, ^ 
il. n% $13, 817^31, 410^18, 

* iieaQm der Fraooe MS., t €. SO. ^ 
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the DuehesSj who still made eSbrta to 
retain the services of a man who waa 
neccflsary to her admiiiii?tration. She , 
begged him, notwithstanding the purely 
defensive and watohful attitude which 
he bad now assumed, to take measures 
that Bnxletode should abandon hia 
mischievoufi ooui^es. She also re^ 
preached the Prince with having fiir- 
nished that personage 'with artillery 
for his ft! rtifi cations. Oraugii answered 
somewhat contemptuously^ that ho waA 
not Bred erode 's keeper^ and had no 
oecasion to meddle with his affairs.^ 
Me had given him three anmll field 
pieces, promisod long ago; not that ha 
mentioned i^t circumstance as an 
excuse for the donation. "Thank 
God," said he, ^'we have always had 
the liberty in this country of making 
to friends or relatives what presents 
we liked, and methinks that things 
have come to a pretty pasa when aut^h 
triflea are Bcrutimaed,"^ Certainly, 
as Suzerain of Viaue, and threatened 
with invafiion in hi« seignorial. rights, 
the Count might think himself justi- 
fied in strengthening the bulwarks of 
hi& little stronghold, and tho Prince 
could hardly be deemed very aeriously 
to endanger the safety of the ercwn 
by the iuaigniiisant present which had 
annoyed the Eeg^nt, 

It is not BO a^eable to contemplate 
the apparent intimacy which the Prince 
axjcorded to so disreputable a character j 
but that Orange was now in boi^tility to 
the government, waa convinced by evi- 
dence, whoae accuracy time was modi 
aignally to establish, that his own 
head, as well aa many others, were 
already doomed to the block, while the 
whole aountiy wa« devoted to abject 
servitude, and he was thereftire disr 
pofled to look with more bidulgenee 
upon the follies of those who were 
endeavouring,' however weakly and in- 
sanely^ to avert the horrors which he 
foresaw. The time for reasonhig h&d 
pAseed. All that true wisdom and 
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moT»ftH ti* di-^i-Jinrl zha z.'viea -viiieii he 
• h;vl y>*vin Oi:\ni^.zir.ti. luii i: maintaji 
' in f^ofxi iA\z\\ zi\e " A nr-LBd " zT'Sizr.- 
Th««f; clAirna were somewhas 'roiiidr 
than thr>fle of the prerLo'ia April. :il- 
hhrinj(h the liberal party wia muca 
woak«r, and the cimfeileracy entirely 
fjift^'anrlerl. Brederrxle. no doubt, 
t.hoii;(ht it gfffxi generaUhip to throw 
t.lin IrtHt loaf of bread int«> the enemy's 
viiw]i iHjfore the city ahoiild surrender, 
flirt haughty tone wan at once taken 
<|mwii by Mar^ret of Parma. •* She 
wiiniloriMl," tthe Haid, "what manner of 
iiobh'H thoHC wore, who, after requeat- 
iiiK. aywvr before, to be saved only 
fnnii tho TmiuiHition, now presumed 
to talk about preaching in the cities. 
Tho l•oIU'u^4c<ions of August had always 
boon ndioiiH. and were now cancelled. 
" .V8 for yon and y(nir accomplices/' 
nho oontinuod to the Count, "you 
wdl do well to go to your homes at 
iMioo without uici Idling with public 
aiV:»ir«. for. in case of disobedience, I 
hIi.iH do,ii with you as I shall deem ex- 

r»*\\loi>>lo. not easily abashed, dis- 
^v>;*i\Usl tho advi*.»e. and continued 
"\ .Vv.tworjv Hoo*. accepting the 
*vs«,'v o.( :!u> Ko^MU as a formal de- 
,-'.f;i:."A o* *\..vi; ;".■.; io*. he busied him- 
»«.•'; "A *,v>\;v^ :r.'o:\5 in and about the 

vV%~iC-v >t.\ Tv:;.;mi\l to Antweq) 
<^tr■\ -'.* VV.T.-.ary I'^-.-.nnc his al>- 
vfNVi v. ■v>i^-.-%jt ■!<•:•. >jk'. .v:<\i :» gover- 
-.-.^ i3 -iX" ".#!.■*. -.v .-.: tSie IVlaoe and 
•* •».• \<''.e,'"-j. Vv-.r ".j: :i.f winter that 
►»-. •.■.-.•■.t.' ytt*' -f-irf y.*-.-.r^ A>.i iory, 
>.i.- ,1. ■■vi\ fr.tj.,v"* -w v:.>. k i.-jx band, 
»■».,.<.,■.,■.- .»,.,-.; »,iv.\ Vifii-r.-. i"::e ie,»st 
• -..■■.■. I.' ^j»- .i-,T. '..-.SfrSil ::i y^:n- 
.;■.l•v %.-x.'. ".Uf .'}:-'\'ifA\ frjrini of 

1 • ';j- II." %■-.&. .'.r*; .'i**p.\. >..• Vf-iT. to 
■•' ■■ ■'•'- ■■•»' .''.s.'i.'ii'iTJ* :ii TiL.^.:-'.lS 
i»\i-^ i-.i-i n-j- 7.ii( ■;,j:rr"-iTif ."f SftAi- 

■' .: V ^» irii— nc .! :^»if .-j.iift.-.ril. 

t K «lin 111 i» VrCf tltiCf^H.\ .n 

= ' ■ •! ' •«. :'w M iiFH-rnc .:i«".::^ 
I-. '»;• -si^ :L- ;.h..i* V 1"^:. -. ::.r 



.^.:r ,i- (•iU,.iUIIIU tf -4iS:I 



1567.] 

little Count, who, says a Catholic con- 
temporary, ''had the courage of a 
lion/' dashed in among them, sword in 
hand, killed three upon the spot, and, 
aided by his followers, succeeded in 
slaying, wounding, or capturing all the 
rest.^ He had idso tracked the ring- 
leader of the tumult to his lodging, 
where he had caused him to be arrest- 
ed at midnight, and hanged at once 
in his shirt without any form of trial.' 
Such rapid proceedings little resembled 
the calm and judicious moderation of 
Orange upon all occasions, but they 
certainly might have sufficed to con- 
vince Philip that all antagonists of 
the Inquisition were not heretics and 
outlaws. Upon the arrival of the 
Prince in Antwerp, it was considered 
advisable that Hoogstraaten should 
remain associated with him in the 
temporary government of the city.^ 

During the month of February, 
Brederode remained in Antwerp, se- 
cretly enrolling troops. It was pro- 
bably his intention — ^if so desultory 
and irresponsible an individual could 
be said to have an intention — ^to make 
an attempt upon the Island of Wal- 
cheren. If such important cities as 
Flushing and Middelburg could be 
gained, he thought it possible to pre- 
vent the armed invasion now soon 
expected from Spain. Orange had 
sent an officer to those cities, who 
was to reconnoitre their condition, and 
to advise them against receiving a 
garrison from government without 
his authority.* So far he connived at 
Brederode's proceedings, as he had a 
perfect right to do, for Walcheren 
was within what had been the Prince's 
government, and he had no disposi- 
tion that these cities should share the 
fate of Toumay, Valenciennes, Bois 
le Due, and other towns which had 
already passed or were passing under 
the spears of foreign mercenaries. 

It is also ^probable that he did not 
take any special pains to check the 
enrolments of Brederode. The peace 
of Antwerp was not endangered, and 
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1 Pontus Payen MS. « Ibid. 

» Bor, iii. 163. 

* Gkichard, Preface to Correspondance de 
Gaillaumele Tacit., ii., cxliv., sqq. — Compare 
Qroen v. Piiust, Archives, etc., iil 48-60; 



to the preservation of that city the 
Prince seemed now to limit himself. 
He was hereditary biu'grave of Ant- 
werp, but officer of Philip s nevermore. 
Despite the shrill demands of Duchess 
Margaret, therefore, the Prince did 
not take very active measures by 
which the crown of Philip might be 
secured. He, perhaps, looked upon 
the struggle almost with indifference. 
Nevertheless, he issued a formal pro- 
clamation by which the Count's en- 
listments were forbidden. Van der 
Aa, a gentleman who had been active 
in making these levies, was compelled 
to leave tiie city." Brederode was al- 
ready gone to ^e north to busy him- 
self with further enrolments.^ 

In the meantime there had been 
much alarm at Brussels. Egmont, 
who omitted no opportunity of mani- 
festing his loyalty, offered to throw 
himself at once into the Isle of Wal- 
cheren, for the purpose of dislodging 
any rebels who might have effected an 
entrance.^ He collected accordingly 
seven or eight hundred Walloon vete- 
rans, at his disposal in Flanders, in 
the little port of Sas de Ghent, pre- 
pared at once to execute his intention, 
" worthy," says a Catholic writer, " of 
his well-known courage and magna- 
nimity."* The Duchess expressed 
gratitude for the Count's devotion and 
loyalty, but his services in the sequel 
proved unnecessary. The rebels, se- 
veral boat-loads of whom had been 
cruising about in the neighbourhood 
of Flushing during the early part of 
March, had been refused admittance 
into any of the ports on the island. 
They therefore ssuled up the Scheld, 
and landed at a little village called Os- 
trawell, at the distance of somewhat 
more than a mile from Antwerp.* 

The commander of the e;xpedition 
was Mamix of Tholouse, brother to 
Mamix of Saint Aldegonde. This 
young nobleman, who had left college 
to fight for the cause of religious 
hberty, was possessed of fine talents 
and accomplishments.^^ Like his illus- 



Bor, iii. 166; Meteren, ii. 46; Hootd. lii. 
120. 8 Bor, iii. 166. • Ibid. 

1 Pontus Payen MS. « Ibid. 
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il 45. w Pontus Payen BIS. 
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trioufl brother J he was already a ismoere 
oonTert to the doctrinefloftbe Reformed 
Church.^ He had nothing, however, 
"but courage to recommend him ae a 
leader in a military expedition. He 
W3fl a mere boj, utterly ivithont e^,- 
perience in the field. ^ Hia troopa were 
raw levies, vagabondB, and outlaws* 

StjicIl aa it was, howeverj his array 
was soon posted at OstraweO in tt con- 
venient poHitian, and with consideralile 
judgment. He had the Seheld and ita 
dykes in his rear, on his right and left 
the dykofi and the village. In front 
he threw up a breiustwork and fiunk a 
trench.^ Here then was Get up the 
Btandord of rebellion^ and hither fiocked 
daily many nialconteTite from the coun- 
try round. Within a few daya three 
thousatid men were in hifl camp. On 
the other baud, Bretierode was bu^y in 
Hollandj and boasted of taking the 
field ere long with sis: thousand soldiers 
at the Tery leasl Together they would 
march to the relief of ValencieoBes^ 
and dictate peace m Bnissels.^ 

It waia obviuuB that thia matter 
could not he allowed to go on. The 
Duchess, wilh some trepidation^ ao- 
cepted tb© offer made by Philip de 
Lannoy, Seigneur de Beauyoir* com- 
mander of her bodyguard in BnifiselflT 
to destroy this neefc of T^ebel& without 
delay.* Half the whole number of 
these Boldiers was placed at hia dispo- 
sitioD, and Egmont flupplied De Beau- 
voir with four hundred of hia veteran 
Walloona.^ 

With a force numhenDg only eight 
hnndred, but all picked men, the in- 
trepid officer undertook hiB enterprise, 
with great desjjatch and Becreoy. Upon 
the 12th March, the whole troop was 
Bent off ID small parties, to avoid ens- 
pid^on, and armed only with sword 
&nd dagger. Their helmeta^ bnoklers, 
arquebuasea^corBeletaj spears, standards 
and drumfl, were delivered to their 
officers, by whom they wero conveyed 
noieeleasly to the place of rendezivous.^ 
Before daybreak upon the following 

» PoTitus Pnyen MS. slbid! 

> Iblct * Ibid. 

* IbSd. ■ Ibid. 

' Ibid. — CompftTc Gachjird, Profatt* to 
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momhig^ De Beauvoir met hia ioHie 
at the abbey of Saint BeTrr-"^ — *^^ 
a }€^\^ie of Antwerp, H' 
tbem their armSj aupplie*! 
refreshments, and mnde them ti. btiei 
speech,^ He inatructed them bin 
l^ey were to fidvance, witli fiirln 
banners and without boat of drimi.t 
Tvithin Btght of the euemy, tlsat ^ 
foremost section was to deliv'oritaSn 
retre^at to the rear and lo&dj to bti ffj| 
lowed by the neit^ which waa to do th« 
same^ and above all^ th&t not an &rqn& 
bus should be dischai^d till tba faci^~ 
of the enemy could be distinguiBlieHL^j 

The troop started. After a 
m mil tea' march they were m f till i 
of OatrawelL They then dispbyi 
then- flags and atlvanced iqwin tho tm 
with loud hu2izaa, Tholottjse 
much taken by surprise as if tiiey hiij 
suddenly emerged fi^m the liowelg < 
the cartlL^" He had been initu 
that the governmeDt at Bnia 
in extreme trepidation. When ] 
heard the advancing tminprta 
sudden shouts, he thought it a 4ctAi 
ment of Brederode*a pro<mijw<l fm 
The cross on the hanners" soon itn*! 
ceived him, Nevertheksa, ** Mkeabn 
and ceneroufl young gentlemiai 
wns/ ^' he lost no time in dmwil 
his men for action, impltired 
defend their breastworks, whlo 
impregnable againjst BO sm&E a 1 
and instructed them to wait patie&t^ 
with their fire, till the enemy 
near enough to be mHxked, 

These orders wero disobeyed, Thi"^ 
" young scholar," as De Beanvoir hid 
designated him, had do power to mfutt_ 
his own spirit into hii rabble rout i 
followers. They were a.lready poni 
struck by Uie unexpected appearand 
of the enemy. The Catholics cameoi 
with the coolness of veteranSj taking i 
deliberate aim qji if It had been the^ 
not their enemieB;^ who were 
breastworks. The trtjops of Tholou^ 
fired wildly, precipitately^ quite ot^ 
the heads of the assailants. M^ny < 

* Ibid. — CoEnparQ the i^! tojTj of Do lieaW 
YOir, publiBhqd by M, Guciiard, Pn&aicic pUsJ 

" PontiiflPiyenMS. 

11 Letter uf D& B^uvc^ir^ ubl sup. 

^ PtontuH Pajen MS. 
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i ttie defenders were shm aa faet om they 
ahewed thetusel?eA aboYG their bill' 
wsu^lcB. The ditoh wa^ croeaed, the 
breastwork carried a.t a single deter- 
lomed clmrgtB. The rebels luade Uttle 
I'eeiistajice, but fled aa boob as the 
ccQemy entered their fart. It waa a 
lLUtit> not a bftttle, ^ Huudreila were 

l«tretclied dead in the <mmp; bundreda 
^rere driven into the Scbeld; elx or 

Teight hundred tc^ok refuge in a farm- 
^oiifie; but De Beauvoir n man Het fire 
to the building, and everjr rebel who 
had entered it woa burned alive or shot. 
Ko quarter wns given. Hardlj a man 
of the three thousand who hod held 
the fort escaped. The body of Tholouee 
was cut Into a. hundred piecea.- The 
Beigneur De Beauvoir bad leasonj in 
the brief letter which gaye an aceotmt 
of ihia exploit^ to aMure her HighDe^ 
that there were "some very valiant 
fellows in hia little troop." Certainly 
the J had accomplisbed the enterprise 
utrusted to them with promptnea^j 
atneaHj and entire Euccesa. Of the 
at rebellious gathering, which every 
S&r liad seemed to grow niore formld- 
abkr not a yestige was lefL* 

This bloody drama had been enacted 
in full aight of Antwerp. The tight 
Kad lasted from daybreak till ten 
a'clock in the forenoon ^ during l^e 
whole of whleh period the city ram- 
parts looking towards Oetrawell, the 
roof H of housesj the towers of churoheg^ 
bad be€ra swarming with eager apecta- 
tore. The sound of drum andtrumpet^ 

Itbo rattle of musketry, tbo ahouls of 
jvictory, the despaijring cries of the van- 
'q.uiBhed^ were heard by thousands who 
deeply aympathised with the rebels 
thus enduring ao sanguinary a chastise- 
ment.'* In Aiitwerp ther» were forty 
tbouaand people oppoaed to the Church 
of Koine** Of thia number the greater 
ion were Calviniijta, and of 
i Calvinista there were thousands 
r^looking down from the battlements 
upon the diu&stroua fight 

1 ** Lo B. Thotoiise qui at estfi hadifi on 
leeni pieces, dod obatimt Tutfre dft deux, tail 
* escuB qull fiusolt pour fanson," otc— Letter 
of De Boauvoir in GacliflJd, ubi sup, 

* Gaohard, Prufjice, old sup. PtmtuB Payen 
MS. — Ciimpktie Bur^ iiL 157. Meteron, 1 A5, 
SLrado» vi. £50, 251, 
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The exoitement soon be<^ano uncon- 
trollable. Before ttfn o'clock yast 
numbers of sect^^nntis oame pouring to 
worda the Red GatSj which afl'oide# 
the readiest egreaa to the scene of 
action; the drawbridge of the Ogtra- 
well Gate baring been dentroyed this 
night before by commimd csf Orange." 
They came from every street and ahsj 
of mo city* Some were armed with 
lanco, pike, or ai^uebuB; eome bore 
sledge-hammers j omers had the parti* 
mnh, battle-axea, and huge two-handed 
sworda of the previoua century;** all 
were determined upon iseuiBg forth to 
the reacue of their friends in the lields 
outaide the town. The wife of Tholous^)^ 
not yet aware of her husband's death, 
although his defeat was obvious, flew 
from street to street, calling upon the 
C^lvinist8 to save or to avenge their 
I>erishing brethren.^ 

A terrible tumult prevailed. Ten 
thousand men were already up and 111 
arms. It was then that the Prince of 
OraDge, who was aometimes deaerib^ 
by hia enemies aa timid and pusillani- 
mous by nature, shewed the mettle he 
was made of. His sense of duty no 
longer bade him defend the crown of 
Philip — which thenceforth was to be 
intrutited to the hirelings of the Inqui- 
sitions—but the vast population of ^t- 
worp, the women, the childreTi, and 
the enormous wealth of the richest 
city in the world, had been confided to 
hia care, and he had accepted the re- 
aponHilality. Mounting hia horse, he 
made his appearance inst^tutly at the 
Red Gate, before as formidable a mob 
as man has ever f acedL* H e oame there* 
almost alone, without gitarde. Hoog- 
straaten arrived soon afterwards with 
the same intention. The Prince was 
received with howls of execration* A 
tbouEJ^md hoarse voices called him the 
Pope's servant, minister of Antiohriat^ 
and lavished upon him many more 
epithets of the same natute,^ His life 
was in imminent danger* A furious 

^ Strada^ Bfjt^ Ifetei-en, xjbf Slip. 

* Luttar of Bir T. Gt&-iham in Bureon, ii 
IBS. 

B Bor, m, 157. Hoofd, liL 1^1. 

• Foutua Vny^n MS^ ? fcStmdA^ vi. 252. 
B BiiFi iiL 1C7, Hoofd, iil ISL-^Compflro 

Btrwdni, Th 252, £6», * Foptus Faj m M3. 
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whom, grateful and ferocious, came to 
swell the numbers who defended the 
stronghold on the Mere. A tremen- 
dous mischief was afoot. Threats of 
pillaging the churches and the houses 
of the Catholics, of sacking the whole 
opulent city, were distinctly heard 
among this powerful mob, excited by 
religious enthusiasm, but containing 
within one great heterogeneous mass 
the elements of every crime which 
humanity can commit. The alarm 
throughout the city Was indescribable. 
The cries of women and children, as 
they remained in trembling expecta- 
tion of what the next hour might bring 
forth, were, said one who heard them, 
enough to soften the hardest hearts."^ 

Nevertheless, the diligence and 
courage . of the Prince kept pace with 
the insurrection. He had caused the 
eight companies of guards enrolled 
in September, to be mustered upon 
the square in front of the city hall, 
for the protection of that building 
•> and of the magistracy. He had sum- 
moned the senate of the city, the 
board of ancients, the deans of guilds, 
the ward masters, to consult with him 
at the council-room. At the peril of 
his life he had again gone before the 
angry mob in the Mere, advancing 
against their cannon and their out- 
cries, and compelling them to appoint 
eight deputies to treat with him and 
the magistrates at the town-hall. This 
done, quickly but deliberately he had 
drawn up six articles, to which those 
deputies gave their assent, and in 
which the city government cordially 
imited. These articles provided that 
the keys of the city should remain in 
the possession of the Prince and of 
Hoogstraaten, that the watch should 
be held by burghers and soldiers to- 
gether, that the ma^strates should 
permit the entrance of no garrison, 
and that the citizens should be iur 
trusted with the care of the charters, 
especially with that of the joyful 
entrance.' 

These arrangements, when laid be- 



1 Bor, iii 159a, who has incorporated into 
his work the "justification" published co- 
temporuMously by >the magistracy of Ant- 
werp. 
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fore the assembly at the Mere by their 
deputies, were not received with 
favour. The Calvinists demanded the 
keys of the city. They did not choose 
to be locked up at the mercy of any 
man. They had already threatened 
to blow the city hall into the air if 
the keys were not delivered to them.* 
They claimed that burghers, without 
distinction of religion, instead of mer- 
cenary troops, should be allowed to 
guard the market-place in front of the 
town-halL 

It was now nightfall, and no de- 
finite arrangement had been concluded. 
Nevertheless a temporary truce was 
made, by means of a concession as to 
the guard. It was agreed that the 
burghers, Calvinists and Lutherans, 
as ' well 849 Catholics, should be em- 
ployed to protect the city. By 
subtlety, however, the Calvinists de- 
tailed for that service, were posted not 
in the town-house square, but on the 
ramparts and at the gates.^ 

A night of dreadful expectation 
was passed. The army of fifteen 
thousand mutineers remained en- 
camped and barricaded on the MSre, 
with guns loaded and artillery 
pointed. Fierce cries of "Long live 
the beggars," "Down with the Pa- 
pists," and other significant watch- 
words, were heard all night long, but 
no more serious outbreak occurred.'' 

During the whole of the following 
day, the Calvinists remained in their 
encampment, the Catholics and the 
city guardsmen at their posts near the 
city haU. The Prince was occupied 
in the council-chamber from morning 
till night with the mimicipal autho- 
rities, the deputies of " the religion," 
and the guild officers, in framing a 
new treaty of peace. Towards even- 
ing fifteen articles were agreed upon, 
which were to be proposed forthwith 
to the insurgents, and in case of non- 
acceptance to be enforced. The ar- 
rangement provided that there should 
be no garrison; that the September 
contracts permitting the Reformed wor- 



« Bor, iii. 157. 

• Letter of Sir T. Gresham. Bor, ubi sup. 
*Bor. 

• Bor, uU sup. Hoofd, iii. 121, sqq. 
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i^p at ctii'tain places witliin the city 
flhoukl be maiutaiued; that laeu of 
diit'erent parties Bhould refrain from 
UiutuiJ iiiriultfc; that the two gover- 
nors, the l-'j'iiiue and Hoo^utraateu, 
^ould keep tiie keys; that the city 
ahould )/e guarded by both soldiers 
and citiiseiis, without distinctioD of 
religious creed ; that a band of four 
huudj-ed cavalry and a small flotUla 
of vessels of war should be maiutaiued 
for tJUe defence of the place, and that 
the exj>euses i/) be incurred should be 
le\ied yx{)tm all classes, clerical and lay. 
Catholic and iiefonued, without any 
exception.' 

It had l>een intended that the go- 
veniors, accouji/auied by the magis- 
trates, shoulfi forthwith pr^xjeed to the 
Keie, for the i>iU|>ose of laying these 
teniis before the insurgents. Night 
Jia^i, liowever, ulreariy arrived, and it 
was uiulerstood that the ill-t6m[>er of 
the ('alviiiists had rather increased 
than diminished, so that it was doubt- 
ful whether the arrangement would 
be a(;cepted. It was, therefore, neces- 
sary to await the issue of another day, 
rather than to provoke a night battle 
m tile streets.'' 

During the night the Prince la- 
lioured incessantly to provide against 
the dangers (jf the morrow. The Cal- 
vinists Iiad tieruely expressed their 
disinclination to any reasonable ar- 
rangement. They had threatened, 
without further pause, to plunder the 
religious houses and the mansions of 
all the wealttiy Catholics, and to drive 
every Tapist out of town." They had 
sunimonud the Lutherans to join with 
them in their revolt, and menaced 
them, in case of refusal, with the 
same fate which awaited the Catho- 
lics.^ The Trince, who was himself a 
Lutheran, not entirely free from the 
luiiversid prejudice against the Cal- 

» B<»r, iii. \M. 
« Bt.r, iii. I6ab. 

• Ibia. 4 Ibid. 

» Ibiil.. iii. l/VH. 15U. Htmda, vi. 262, 253. 
lltHiiU, iii. VA», rJ2. Letter itf Sir T. Onjsham. 

* Tho govonmiout eatiinato, as to the 
uvuuliurH iit'ttiu ariuud Culviiiista alone, waa 
lourtoou ttiuubuud. — CurruMpoudauco de U. 
d'Autiioiiu. 22(J, 227. 8ir Thomas Urosham 
estiiuutud tikum at ten thouHuikd armod aud 
fighting luuu, while ho i>lac«d the wtal uum< 
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vinistfi, whose sect be afterwards em- 
braced, was fully aware <xf the de- 
plorable fact, that the enmity at that 
day between CalviniBts and Lnthenma 
was as fierce as that between Re- 
formers and CatholicB. He now made 
use of this feeling, and of hia in- 
fluence with those 6i the Angabui^ 
Confession, to save the city. Dming 
the night he had interriewa with the 
miniaterB and notable memberB of the 
Lutheran churches, and induced them 
to form an alliajioe upon this occasion 
with the Catiiiolics azMl with all friends 
of order, against an anny of oatlaws 
who were threatening to bum and 
sack the city. The Lutherans, in 
the silence of night, took arms and 
encamped, to the number of three or 
four thousand, upon the river's side, 
in the neighbouihood of Saint 
Michaers Cloister. The Prince also 
sent for the deans of all the foreign 
mercantile associations — Italian, Spa- 
nish, Portuguese, English, Hanseatic 
— engaged tibier assistance also for the 
protection of the city, and commanded 
them to remain in their annour at 
their respective factories, ready to act 
at a moment's warning. It was agreed 
that they should be informed at fre- 
quent intervals as to the progress o£ 
events." 

On the morning of the 15th, the 
city of Antwerp presented a fearful 
sight. Three distinct armies were 
arrayed at different points within its 
walls. The Calvinists, fifteen thousand 
strong, lay in their encampment on 
the Mere; the Lutheran8> armed, and 
eager for action, were at Saint 
Michael's; the Catholics and the re- 
gulars of the city guard were posted 
on the square. Between thirty-five 
and forty thousand men were up, ac- 
cording to the most moderate compu- 
tation.*^ All parties wore excited, and 

ber u|)on both sides as high as fifty thou- 
aaud. "So that, sir, by cn^ible report, 
there rose up all sorts above fyltie thousand 
meime very well armed." — ^Letter of March 
17, 15tk^, in Buxgon. 

The Prince of Orange; who was always 
moderate in his computations on such occa- 
sions, stated the whole force ou both sides 
at twenty -eight thousand only — " Dan £. L. 
miweu uus vertrauen das xu baiden seiten 
in cue acht und awantig thaiisend bewerttir 
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eager for the fray. The fires of reli- 
gious hatr^ burned fiercely in every 
breast. Many malefac^rs and out- 
laws, who had found refuge in the 
course of recent events at Antwerp, 
were in the ranks of the Calvinists, 
profaning a sacred cause, and inspiring 
a fanatical party with bloody resolu- 
tions. Papists, once and for ever, 
were to be hunted down, even as they 
had been for years pursuing Refor- 
mers. Let the men who had fed fat 
on the spoils of plundered Christians 
be dealt with in like fashion. Let 
their homes be sacked, their bodies 
given to the dogs — such were the 
cries uttered by fiiousands of armed 
men. 

On the other hand, the Lutherans, 
as angry and as rich as the Catholics, 
saw in every Calvinist a murderer and 
a robber. They thirsted after their 
blood; for the spirit of religious 
frenzy, the characteristic of the cen- 
tury, can with difficulty be compre- 
hended in our colder and more scepti- 
cal age. There was every probability 
that a bloody battle was to be fought 
that day in the streets of Antwerp — a 
general engagement, in the course of 
which, whoever might be the victors, 
the city was sure to be deUvered over 
to fire, sack, and outrage. Such would 
have been the result, according to the 
concurrent testimony of eye-witnesses, 
and contemporary historians of every 
country and creed, but for the courage 
and wisdom of one man. William of 
Orange knew what would be the con- 
sequence of a battle, pent up within 
the walls of Antwerp. He foresaw 
the horrible havoc which was to be 
expected, the desolation which would 
be brought to every hearth in the 
city. " Never were men so desperate 
and so willing to %bt,"^ said Sir 
Thomas Gresham, who had been ex- 
pecting every hour his summons to 
share in the conflict. If the Prince 
were unable that morning to avert the 
impending calamity, no other power, 
under heaven, could save Antwerp 
from destruction. 

man gewesen seuidt." — Letter to Landgrave 
Williaio. Archives et Correspondauce, iii. 
69. This applies exclusively to armed and 
fighting men. 
VOL.L 
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The articles prepared on the 14th 
had been already approved by those 
who represented the Catholic and Lu- 
theran interests. They were read early 
in the morning to the troops assembled 
on the square and at St Michael's, and 
received with hearty cheers.* It was 
now necessary that the Calvinists 
should accept them, or that the quar- 
rel should be fought out at once. At 
ten o'dock, William of Orange, attend- 
ed by his colleague, Hoogstraaten, to- 
gether with a committee of the muni- 
cipal authorities, and followed by a 
hundred troopers, rode to the Mere. 
They wore red scarfs over their armour,^ 
as symbols by which all those who had 
miited to put down the insurrection 
were distinguished. The fifteen thou- 
sand Calvinists, fierce and disorderly as 
ever, maintained a threatening aspect. 
Nevertheless, the Prince was allowed 
to ride into the midst of the square. 
The articles were then read aloud by 
his command, after which, with great 
composure, he made a few observations. 
He pointed out that the arrangement 
offered them was founded upon the 
September concessions, that the right 
of worship was conceded, that the 
foreign garrison was forbidden, and 
that nothing further could be justly 
demanded or honourably admitted. 
He told them that a struggle upon 
their part would be hopeless, for the 
Catholics and Lutherans, who were all 
agreed as to the justice of the treaty, 
outnumbered them by nearly two to 
one. He, therefore, most earnestly and 
affectionately adjured them to testify 
their acceptance to the peace offered 
by repeating the words with which he 
should conclude. Then, with a firm 
voice, the Prince exclaimed, "God 
save the King ! " It was the last time 
that those words were ever heard from 
the lips of the man already proscribed 
by Philip. The crowd of Calvinists 
hesitated an instant, and then, imable 
to resist his tranquil influence, con- 
vinced by his reasonable language, they 
raised one tremendous shout of " Vive 
le Roi ! " 



1 Letter in Burgon, 17th March. 
a Bor. Letter of Sir T. Grosham. 
•Ibid. 
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The deed was done, the peace ac- 
oqited, the dreadful battle averted, 
Antwerp aaved. The depaties of the 
Calvinists now formally accepted and 
signed the articles. Kind words were 
exchanged among the various classes 
of fellow-citizens, who but an hour be- 
fore had been thirsting for each other s 
blood; the artiUery and other weapons 
of war were restored to the arsenals; 
Calvinists, Lutherans, and Catholics, 
all laid down their arms; and the city, 
by three o'clock, was entirely quiet. 
Fifty thousand armed men had been up, 
according to some estimates, yet, after 
three days of dreadful expectation, not 
a single person had been injured, and 
the tumult was now appeased.^ 

The Prince had, in truth, used the 
mutual animosity of Protestant sects 
to a good purpose — ^averting bloodshed 
by tJ^e very weapons with which the 
little was to have been waged. Gres- 
ham was right, however, in his conjec- 
ture that the R^ent and court would 
not "take the business welL" Mar- 
garet of Parma was incapable of com- 
prehending such a mind as that of 
Orange, or of appreciating its efforts. 
She was surrounded by unscrupulous 
and mercenary soldiers, who hailed 
the coming civil war as the most pro- 
fitaVjle of speculations. "Factotum" 
Hansfeldy tiie Counts Arembeiig and 
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i Meg^iem, the Dnke ol Aendiot^ the 
! sanguinary Xoircannes, ^ere already 
I counting their share in the ooming 
I confiscations In the intemediie eon- 
j flict approadung, there would be gold 
. f <^ir the gathering, even if no hoiMar> 
able laurels would wreath their swoidsL 
" Meghem with his regiment is deso- 
lating the oountry,** wrote William of 
Orange to the Landgrare of Hesse, 
" and reducing many people to poverty. 
ArCTibeig is doing the same in Fries- 
land. They are only thinking how, 
under the pretext of religion, they 
may grind the poor Christians, and 
grow rich and powerful npon their 
estates and their blood." ' 

The Seignior de Beauvoir wrote to 

the Duchess, o^Mrmn^ all the estates of 

Tholouse, and of his brother St Alde- 

. gonde, as his reward for the Ostrawell 

! victory,^ while Koircarmes was at this 

! very moment to conunence at Yalen- 

'; ciennes that career of murder and 

spoliation which, continued at Mons a 

I few years afterwards, was to load his 

' name with infamy. 

As a matter of course, therefore, 
Margaret of Parma denounced the 
terms by which Antwerp had beoi 
saved as a " novel and exorbitant capi- 
tulation," and had no intention of sig- 
nifying her approbation either to prince 
or magistrate.^ 
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Valenciennes, whose fate depended 
so closely upon the issue of these vari- 
ous events, was now trembling to her 
fall. Noircarmes had been drawing 

» iJor, III. 169. Hoofd, iv. 121, 122. Strada, 
vi. 262, 268. Archives et Gorrespondance. 
liL 48-62, 68, 69. 

3 Archives et Gorrespondance, iii 89. 



the lines more and more closely about 
the city, and by a refinement of cruelty 
had compelled many Calvinists from 
Toumay to act as pio neers in the 

* Gorrespondanoe de Philippe ttl C 
646. 

« Correspondanoe de Max;;, d' Autrichs^ 
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nchee against iheir own brethren in 
VaJend^^Tineifc^ After the defea.t of 
Tholouse, &nd the conaequent frtifitr^ 
tion af all Brederdde'ti ivrmEigeiueDta to 
relieve the gieg«, the Duoheesi had sent 
n trssh flumnioiia to Ynlenciennea, to 
gcFther with letters acquruntiDg tba 
citj^ena with the Fesuits of the Ostra- 
ell battle. The latellii^riiDfte was uot 
ilieved. Egmoct aud Aersobtitj bow- 
t to whom Margaret had iDtrustiid 
Iflfit mi^on to the beleaipierdd 
roundly rebuked the deputies 
fha canae to treat mth theui^ far their 
^lenee in dorbg t^i doubt the word 
(fi the Regent. The two seiguiors bad 
es^blished themiSJ^lTefi in the Chateau 
of Beugnage, at a. league's dktai],ce from 
VoJeneiennefl, Here they reoeived 
commisdoaeTS from the pity, half of 
whom were Catboliea aiUKfinted by the 
»rateS| hdf Caivmiats deputed by 
con^toiiea. These outoyb were 
'oniied that the Ducheaa would pyar- 
bn the city for ita past offeucea^ pro- 
the gatea should dow be opened, 
iflou received, aud a oi>iiiplete 
iou of all reiigijuj except thit 
acquiesced in without a mm-- 
ur* Ab nearly the whole population 
of the CaJvinist faith, these terms 
luld hardly be thought favourable. 
t, however, addedj that fourteen 
days should be allowed to the Re- 
ti-fnnerfl for the purpose of t^onverting 
their property, and retiring from the 
uouiitry.* 
ITie depTitieflj, after oonf erring with 
lir couiititiienia in the city, returned 
the following day with C30«iiter-pro- 
dtions. which were not more likely 
find favour with the government, 
hey oflbied to accept the giuxison, 
»vided the soldiers tihould live at 
eir own e^qienBe^ without any tax to 
citizens for their board, lodgings or 
ty, Tkey elaimcd that all property 
Mch had been aeised daoultl be re- 
red, ^ persons aoouied of treason 
libemteiL They denrnnded the un- 
conditional revoc5ition of the edict by 
which the city had been declared rq- 
UiouB, together with a guarantee 
om the Knights of the Fleece and the 

t FrAfiqiiier ck ]& Barra Ma. f. 92. 

T poatufl Fiijeu MS. YaltjadQjjnoQ ME , 




»tate council ilmt the ternui of the 
propofl^ treaty should be strictly ob- 
served.* 

As floon as theg^ ternia bad been 
read to the two seigniora, the Duke of 
Aerschot burat into an immoderate fit 
of langhter. He pmtested that no- 
thing i^ould be more ludicrous than 
eucb propoeitionjii worthy of a con- 
queror dictating a peeiee, thus offered 
by a €ity closely bel^^g^jiered, and en- 
tir^y &t the meroy of the enemy. The 
Duke'a hilarity was not shared by Eg- 
tnontT who, on the eontrary, fell into a 
furious passion. He s^'ore that the 
city shouid be burned about their ears, 
luid that every one of the inhabitants 
ehouM be put to ihe iword for the in- 
solent lauguago whi<^ they hod thus 
dared to addreaa to a moat clement 
(sovereign. He ordered the trembling 
deputi«t» instantly to return with this 
peremptory rejtiction of their terms, 
and with hut command that the pro- 
posals of govenuuent should b@ ac* 
cepted within three days* delay. 

The ooEumiasionara fell upon their 
kneea at £^mont*a feet, and begged for 
mercy- They implored him at least to 
aend this imperious me^floge by some 
other hand than theirs, and to permit 
them to absent themaelvea from the 
city. They should be torn limb from 
limb, they said, by the enraged iuha^ 
bitjmta, if they daied to preae»it tbem- 
aelvea with auch inatructiona before 
theuL Egmont, however, aaaurad them 
that they should be sent into the dty, 
bound hand and foot, if they did not 
instantly obey hia orders. Tl^ depu- 
ties, therefore, with heavy hearts, were 
filiu to return home with thia bitter 
result to their negotiations. The terma 
were rejected, as a matter of courae, 
but the gloomy forebodioga of the 
oommiBsionera, as to their own fate at 
the handa of their fellow-citiiieng, were 
not fulfilled.* 

luirtant measures were now taken to 
caononAde the city. Eginout, at the 
hazard oi his life^ descended into the 
f<>sa, to reconnoitre the we>rke, and to 
form an opinion m to the most eligible 
quarter at which to direct the bat- 

* Foiuua.Payqji MS. 

* Ibid, Valeooieni^as MS. 
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This pledge was, however, only made 
to be broken. Noircarmes entered the 
city and closed the gates. All the 
richest citizens, who, of course, were 
deemed the most criminal, were in- 
stantly arrested. The soldiers, al- 
though not permitted formally to sack 
the city, were quartered upon the in- 
habitants, whom they robbed and mur- 
dered, according to the testimony of a 
Catholic citizen, almost at their plea- 
sure.^ 

Michael Herlin, a very wealthy and 
distinguished burgher, was arrested 
upon the first day. The two ministers, 
Guido de Bray and Peregrine de la 
Grange, together with the son of Her- 
lin, effected their escape by the water- 
gate. Having taken refyge in a tavern 
at Saint Amaud, they were observed, 
as they sat at supper, by a peasant, who 
'_ forthwith ran off to the mayor of the 
borough with the intelligence that some 
individuals, who looked like fugitives, 
had arrived at Saint Amaud. One of 
them, said the informer, was richly 
dressed, and wore a gold-hilted sword 
with velvet scabbard. By the descrip- 
tion, the mayor recognised Herlin the 
younger, and suspected his companions. 
They were all arrested, and sent to 
Noircarmes. The two Berlins, father 
and son, were immediately beheaded.' 
Guido de Bray and Peregrine de la 
Grange were loaded with chains, and 
thrown into a filthy dungeon, pre- 
viously to their being hanged.^ Here 
they were visited by the Countess de 
Roeulx, who was curious to see how 
the Calvinists sustained themselves in 
their martyrdouL She asked them 
how they could sleep, eat, or drink, 
when covered with such heavy fetters. 
" The cause, and my good conscience," 
answered De Bray, ''make me eat, 
drink, and sleep better than those who 
are doing me wrongf These shackles 
are more honourable to me than golden 
rings and chains. They are more use- 
ful to me, and as I hear their clank, 

1 Valenciennes MS. 

* Pontus Payen MS. 

s Brandt, Reformat ie, L 448, 449. 

t Pontus Payen MS. — " Beaucoup d'autres 
'bourgeois reccurent depuis pareil traicte- 
roent, qui estoient personnages de petite 
quality et i moy incoguus." 
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methinks I hear the music of sweet 
voices and the tinkling of lutes."* 

This exultation never deserted these 
courageous enthusiasts. They received 
their condemnation to death " as if it 
had been an invitation to a marriage 
feast."* They encouraged the friends 
who crowded their path to the scaffold 
with exhortations to remain true in 
the Reformed faith. La Grange stand- 
ing upon the ladder, proclaimed with 
a loud voice, that he was slain for hav- 
ing preached the pure Word of God to 
a Christian people in a Christain land. 
De Bray, under the same gibbet, testi- 
fied stoutly that he, too, had committed 
that offence alone. He warned his 
friends to obey the magistrates, and all 
others in authority, except in matters 
of conscience; to abstain from sedi- 
tion, but to obey the will of God. The 
executioner threw him from the ladder 
while he was yet speaking. So ended 
the lives of two eloquent, learned, and 
highly-gifted divines.® 

Many hundreds of victims were sacri- 
ficed in the unfortunate city. " There 
were a great many other citizens stran- 
gled or beheaded," says an aristocratic 
Catholic historian of the time, "but 
they were mostly personages of little 
quaiity, whose names are quite im- 
known to me."-^ The franchises of 
the city were all revoked. There was 
a prodigious amount of property confis- 
cated to the benefit of Noircarmes and 
the rest of the " Seven Sleepers." 
Many Calvinists were burned, others 
were hanged. " For two whole yeara" 
says another Catholic, who was a citi- 
zen of Valenciennes at the time, " there 
was scarcely a week in which several citi- 
zens were not executed, and often a great 
number were despatched at a time. All 
this gave so much alarm to the good 
and innocent, that many quitted the 
city as fast as they could. "^ If the 
good and innocent happened to be 
rich, they might be sure that Noir- 
carmes would deem that a crime for 



* Brandt, Reformatie, i. 448, 449. Hist, 
des Mart, f. 661, 662, apud Brandt. 

6 " Kn schickteu sich soo blij moedel^k 
tot sterven als of ze ter bruiloft giugen."— 
Brandt, ubi sup. 

• Brandt Hist, des Martyrs, ubi sup. 
8 Valenciennes MS, 



326 



The Rise of the 



which no goodness and innocence could 
atone. 

Upon the fate of Valenciennes had 
depended, as if by common agreement, 
the whole destiny of the anti-Catholic 
party. " People had learned at last," 
says another Walloon, " that the King 
had long arms, and that he had not 
been enlisting soldiers to string beads. 
So they drew in their horns and their 
evil tempers, meaning to put them 
forth again, should the government not 
succeed at the siege of Valenciennes."^ 
The government had succeeded, how- 
ever, and the consternation was ex- 
treme, the general submission imme- 
diate, and even abject. " The capture 
of Valenciennes," wrote Noircarmes to 
Granvelle, " has worked a miracle. The 
other cities all come forth to meet 
me, putting the rope around their own 
necks." ^ No opposition was offered 
anywhere. Toumay had been crushed ; 
Valenciennes, Bois le Due, and all other 
important places, accepted their garri- 
sons without a murmur. Even Ant- 
werp had made its last struggle, and 
as soon as the back of Orange was 
turned, knelt down in the dust to re- 
ceive its bridle. The Prince had been 
able, by his courage and wisdom, to 
avert a sanguinary conflict within its 
walls, but his personal presence alone 
could guarantee anything like religious 
liberty for the inhabitants, now that 
the rest of the country was subdued. 
On the 26th April, sixteen companies 
of infantry, under Count Mansf eld, en- 
tered the gates. ^ On the 28th the 
Duchess made a visit to the city, where 
she was received with respect, but 
where her eyes were shocked by that 
which she termed the "abominable, 
sad, and hideous spectacle of the deso- 
lated churches." * 

To the eyes of all who loved their 
fatherland and their race, the sight of 
a desolate country, with its ancient 
charters superseded by brute force, its 
industrious population swarming from 
the land in droves, as if the pestilence 
were raging, with gibbets and scaffolds 

1 Renom de Prance MS., i 35, 87. 
« Gachard, Preface to Guillaume le Tadt, 
li. clxi., note 2. 
« Gachard, Prefiice, etc., Ixxxix, 
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erected in every village, and with a 
sickening and universal apprehension 
of still darker disasters to follow, was 
a spectacle still more sad, hideous, and | 
abominable. 

For it was now decided that the Duke 
of Alva, at the head of a Spanish army, 
should forthwith take his departure for 
the Netherlands. A land already sub- 
jugated was to be crushed, and every 
vestige of its ancient liberties destroyed. 
The conquered provinces, once the 
abode of mimicipal liberty, of science, 
art, and literature, and blessed with an 
imexampled mercantile and manufac- 
turing prosperity, were to be placed in 
absolute subjection to the cabinet coun- 
cil at Madrid. A dull and malignant 
bigot, assisted by a few Spanish gran- 
dees, and residing at the other extre- 
mity of Europe, was thenceforth to ex- 
ercise despotic authority over coimtries 
which for centuries had enjoyed a local 
administration, and a system nearly 
approaching to complete self-govern- 
ment. Such was the policy devised by 
Granvelle andSpinosa,^ which the Duke 
of Alva, upon the 15th April, had left 
Madrid to enforce. 

It was very natural that Margaret of 
Parma should be indignant at bein^ thus 
superseded. She considered herself as 
having acquired much credit by the 
manner in which the latter insurrec- 
tionary movements had been suppress- 
ed, so soon as Philip, after his endless 
tergiversations, had supplied her with 
arms and money. Therefore she wrote 
in a tone of great asperity to her 
brother, expressing her discontent. She 
had always been trammelled in her ac- 
tion, she said, by his restrictions upon 
her authority. She complained that 
he had no regard for her reputation or 
her peace of mind. Notwithstanding 
all impediments and dangers, she had 
at last settled tie country, and now 
another person was to reap the honour.* 
She also despatched the Seigneur de 
Billy to Spain, for the purpose of mak- 
ing verbal representations to his Ma-, 
jesty upon the inexpediency of send- 



* Correspondance de Guillaume le Tacit., 
iL 383-386. 
» Confessions of Del Rio. 
« Correspoudanoe de Philippe II., i 523. 
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ing the Duke of Alva to the Nether- 
lands at that juncture with a Spanish 
army.^ 

Margaret gained nothing, however, 
by her letters and her envoy, save a 
round rebuke from Philip, who was 
not accustomed to brook the language 
of remonstrance, even from his sister. 
His purpose was fixed. Absolute sub- 
mission was now to be rendered by all. 
''He was highly astonished and dis- 
satisfied," he said, "that she should dare 
to write to him with so much passion, 
and in so resolute a manner. If she 
received no other recompense, save the 
glory of having restored the service of 
God, she ought to express her grati- 
tude to the King for having given her 
the opportunity of so doing."* 
* The aflTectation of clement intentions 
was still maintained, together with the 
empty pretence of the royal visit. Alva 
and hifi army were coming merely to 
prepare the way for the King, who still 
represented himself as " debonair and 
gentle, slow to anger, and averse from 
bloodshed." Supei^cial people be- 
lieved that the King was really com- 
ing, and hoped wonders from his ad- 
vent. The Duchess knew better. The 
Pope never believed in it, Granvelle 
never believed in it, the Prince of 
Orange«never believed in it, Councillor 
d'Assonleville never believed in it. 
" His Majesty," says the Walloon his- 
torian, who wrote from Assonleville's 
papers, "had many imperative reasons 
for not coming. He was fond of .quiet, 
he was a great negotiator, distinguished 
for phlegm and modesty, disinclined to 
long journeys, particularly to sea voy- 
ages, which were very painful to him. 
Moreover, he was then building his Es- 
corial with so much taste and affection 
that it was impossible for him to leave 
home."* These excellent reasons suf- 
ficed to detain the monarch, in whose 
place a general waa appointed, who, it 
must be confessed, was neither phleg- 
matic nor modest, and whose energies 
were quite equal to the work required. 
There had in truth never been any- 



1 Pontus Payen MS. CorrespondaDce de 
Philippe n., 1. 636. 
s Corrospondonce de Phili|)pe II , i. 540. 
* Benom de France MS., i. 29. 



thing in the King's project of visiting 
the Netherlands but pretence."* 

On the other hand, the work of 
Orange for the time was finished. He 
had saved Antwerp, he had done his 
best to maintain the liberties of the 
country, the rights of conscience, and 
the royal authority, so far as they were 
compatible with each other. The alter- 
native had now been distinctly forced 
upon every man, either to promise 
blind obedience or to accept the posi- 
tion, of a rebel. William of Orange 
had thus become a rebel He had 
been requested to sign the new oath, 
greedily taken by the Mansfelds, the 
Berlaymonts, the Aerschots, and the 
Egmonts, to obey every order which he 
might receive, against every person 
and in every place, without restriction 
or limitation,^ and he had distinctly 
and repeatedly declined the demand 
He had again and again insisted upon 
resigning all his offices. The Duchess, 
more and more anxious to gain over 
such an influential personage to the 
cause of tyranny, had been most im- 
portimate in her requisitions. " A man 
with so noble a heart," she wrote to 
the Prince, " and with a descent from 
such illiistrious and loyal ancestors, can 
surely not forget his duties to his Ma- 
jesty and the coimtry."* 

William of Orange knew his duty to 
both better than the Duchess could 
understand. He answered this fresh 
summons by reminding her that he had 
uniformly refused the new and extra- 
ordinary pledge required of him. He 
had been true to his old oaths, and 
therefore no fresh pledge was neces- 
sary. Moreover, a pledge without limi- 
tation he would never take. The case 
might happen, he said, that he should 
be ordered to do things contrary to his 
conscience, prejudicial to his Majesty's 
service, and in violation of his oaths to 
maintain the laws of the country. He 
therefore once more resigned all his 
offices, and signified his intention of 
leaving the provinces.' 

Margaret had previously invited him 

* "Nihil profectionis inerat, praeter epe- 
ciem." says Strada, vi. 280. 

8 Groen v. Prinst., Archives, iii. 43-48. 

• Ibid. » Ibid. 
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1567.] ^Lad Interview "between Orange and Egmont, 

between Orange and the other three 
personages, the Prince distinctly sit- 
ing, in conclusion, that he considered 
himself as discharged from all his 
offices, and that he was about to leave 
the Netherlands for Germany. The 
interview, had it been confined to 
such formal conversation, would have 
but little historic interest. Egmont's 
choice had been made. Several months 
before he had signified his determina- 
tion to hold those for enemies who 
fihould cease to conduct themselves as 
faithful vassals, declared himself to 
be without fear that the country was 
to be placed in the hands of Spaniards, 
and disavowed all intention, in any 
case whatever, of taking arms against 
the King.^ His subsequent course, 
as we have seen, had been entirely 
in conformity with these solemn decla- 
rations. Nevertheless, the Prince, to 
whom they had been made, thought 
it still possible to withdraw his friend 
from tile precipice upon which he 
stood, and to save him from his im- 
pending fate. His love for Egmont 
had, in his own noble and pathetic lan- 
guage, " struck its roots too deeply 
into his heart" to permit him, in this 
their parting interview, to neglect a 
last effort, even if this solemn warning 
were destined to be disregarded. 

By any reasonable construction of 
history, Philip was an unscrupulous 
usurper, who was attempting to con- 
vert himself from a Duke of Brabant 
and a Count of Holland into an abso- 
lute king. It was William who was 
maintaining, Philip who was destroy- 
ing ; and the monarch who was thus 
blasting the happiness of the provinces, 
and about to decimate their population, 
was by the same process to undermine 
his own power for ever, and to divest 
himself of his richest inheritance. 
Could a vision, like that imagined by 
the immortal dramatist for another 
tyrant and murderer, have revealed 
the future to Philip, he, too, might 
have beheld his victim, not crowned 
himself, but pointing to a line of kings, 

1 Oachard, Preface to vol. ii. Quillaume 
le Tadt., dx. 

3 Strada, vi. 286. Compare Bentivoglio, 
ui. 65. 

3 it»i^— BLpofd fiUud^ t9 ^ rumour, accord- 
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even to some who two-fold halls and 
treble sceptres carried, and smiling on 
them for his. But such considerations 
as these had no effect upon the Prince 
of Orange. He knew himself already 
proscribed, and he knew that the 
secret condemnation had extended to 
Egmont also. He was anxious that 
his friend should prefer the privations 
of exile, with the chance of becoming 
the champion of a struggling country, 
to the wretched fate towards which lus 
blind confidence was leading him. 
Even then it seemed possible that the 
brave soldier, who had been recently 
defiling his sword in the cause of ty- 
ranny, might become mindful of his 
brighter and earlier fame. Had Eg- 
mont been as true to his native land 
as, imtil " the long divorce of steel fell 
on him," he was faithful to Philip, he 
might yet have earned brighter laurels 
than those gained at St Quentin and 
Gravelingen. Was he doomed to fall, 
he might find a glorious death upon 
freedom's battle-field, in place of that 
darker departure then so near him, 
which the prophetic language of Orange 
depicted, but which he was too san- 
guine to fear. He spoke with con- 
fidence of the royal clemency. " Alas, 
Egmont," answered the Prince, " the 
King's clemency, of which you boast, 
wlQ destroy you. Would that I might 
be deceived, but I foresee too clearly 
that you are to be the bridge which 
the Spaniards will destroy so soon as 
they have passed over it to invade our 
country. "2 With these last, solemn 
words he concluded his appeal to 
awaken the Count fi*om his fatal secu- 
rity. Then, as if persuaded that he 
was looking upon his friend for the 
last time, William of Orange threw his 
arms around Egmont, and held him 
for a moment in a close embrace. 
Tears fell from the eyes of both at 
this parting moment — and then the 
brief scene of simple and lofty pathos 
terminated — Egmont and Orange sepa- 
rated from each other never to meet 
aprain on earth.* 



ing to wtiich Egoiout said to Orange at part- 
ing, " Adieu, landless Pi-ince ! " and wsus an- 
swered by his friend with, " Adieu, heatiless 
Count !" " Men vocght'er by dat zy voorta 
elkaudre, Prins zouder goedt, Graaf zonder 
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A few days afterwards, Orange ad- 
dressed a letter to Philip, once more 
resigning all his offices, and announc- 
ing his intention of departing from the 
Netherlands for Germany. He added, 
that he should be always ready to 
place himself and his property at the 
King's orders in everything which he 
believed conducive to the trtte service 
of his Majesty.^ The Prince had al- 
ready received a remarkable warning 
from old Landgrave Philip of Hesse, 
who had not forgotten the insidious 
manner in which his own memoi:able 
captivity had been brought about by the 
arts of Granvelle and of Alva. " Let them 
not smear your mouths with honey," 
said the Landgrave. " If the three 
seigniors, of whom the Duchess Mar- 
garet has had so miich to say, are in- 
vited to court by Alva, under pretext 
of friendly consultation, let them be 
wary, and think twice ere they accept. 
I know the Duke of Alva and the Span- 
iards, and how they dealt with me."^ 

The Prince, before he departed, took 
a final leave of Horn and Egmont, by 
letters, which, as if aware of the monu- 
mental character they were to assume 
for posterity, he drew up in Latin. ^ 
He desired, now that he was turning 
his back upon the country, that those 
two nobles who had refused to imitate, 
•and had advised against his course, 
should remember that he was acting 
deliberately, conscientiously, and in 
pursuance of a long-settled plan. 

To Count Horn he declared himself 
unable to connive longer at the sins 
daily committed against the country 
and his own conscience. He assiu*ed 
him that the government had been 
accustoming the country to panniers, 
in order that it might now accept 
patiently the saddle and bridle. For 
himself, he said, his back was not 
strong enough for the weight already 
imposed upon it, and he preferred to 

hooft, zouden adieu gezeit hebben." The 
story has been often repeated, yet nothing" 
could well be more insipid than such an in- 
vention. Hoofd observes that the whole 
conversation was reported bv a person whom 
the Calvinists had concealed in the chimney 
of the apartment where the interview took 
place. It would be difficult to believe in 
such epigrams even had the historian him- 
BCif ^ '^^o chimney. He, however. 
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endure any calamity which might hap- 
peti to him in exile, rather than be 
compelled by those whom they had all 
condemned to acquiesce in the object 
so long and steadily pursued.* 

He reminded Egmont, who had been 
urging him by letter to remain, that 
his resolution had been deliberately 
taken, and long since communicated 
to his friends. He could not, in con- 
science, take the oath required, nor 
would he, now that all eyes were 
turned upon him, remain in the land,* 
the only recusant. He preferred to 
encounter all that could happen, rather 
than attempt to please others by the 
sacrifice of liberty, of his fatherland, 
of his own conscience. " I hope, there- 
fore," said he to Egmont, in conclusion, 
" that you, after weighing my reasons, 
will not disapprove my departure. 
The rest I leave to God, who will dis- 
pose of all as may most conduce to the 
glory of His name. For yourself, I 
pray you to believe that you have no 
more sincere friend than I am. My 
love for you has struck such deep root 
into my heart, that it can be lessened 
by no distance of time or place, and I 
pray you in return to maintain the 
same feelings towards me which you 
have always cherished." * 

The Prince had left Antwerp upon 
the 11th April, and had written these 
letters from Breda, upon the 13th of 
the same month. * Upon the 22d, he 
took his daparture for Dillenburg, the 
ancestral seat of his family in Germany, 
by the way of Grave and Cleves.* 

It was not to be supposed that this 
parting message would influence Eg- 
mont 's decision with regard to his own 
movements, when his determination 
had not been shaken at his memorable 
interview with the Prince. The 
Count's fate was sealed. Had he not 
been praised by Noircarmes; had he 
not earned the hypocritical commen- 

only gives the aneciote as a rumour, which 
he does not himself believe. "Twelk ik 
nochtans niet zoo zeeker houde," etc. — 
Hoofd, Nederl. Hist. iv. 131. 

1 Archives et Corresi)ondanoe, iii. 64, 65. 

a Ibid., iii. 42. 

» Ibid., iii. 69-73. 

«Ibid. 

» Ibid. 

« Ibid., iii. 78, 74. 
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dations of Duchess Margaret; nay, 
more, had he not just received a most 
affectionate letter of thanks and ap- 
probation from the King of Spain him- 
seK? This letter, one of the most 
striking monuments of Philip's cold- 
blooded perfidy, was dated the 26th of 
IVIarch. "I am pleased, my cousin," 
wrote the monarch to Egmont, '* that 
you have taken the new oath, not that 
I considered it at all necessary so far as 
regards yourself, but for the example 
which you have thus given to others, 
and which I hope .they will all follow. 
I have received not less pleasure in 
hearing of the excellent manner in 
which you are doing your duty, the 
assistance you are rendering, and the 
offers which you are makmg to my 
* sister, for which I thank you, and re- 
quest you to continue in the same 
course/'^ 

The words were written by the royal 
hand which had .already signed the 
death-warrant of the man to whom 
they were addressed. Alva, who came 
provided with full powers to carry out 
the great scheme resolved upon, unre- 
strained by provincial laws or by the 
statutes of the Golden Fleece, had left 
Madrid to embark for Carthagena, at 
the very moment when Egmont was 
reading the royal letter.* "The 
Spanii^ honey," to use once more old 
Landgrave Philip's homely metaphor, 
had done its work, and the unfortunate 
victim was already entrapped. 

Count Horn remained in gloomy 
silence in his lair at Weert, awaiting 
the hunters of men, already on their 
way. It seemed inconceivable that he, 
too, who knew himself suspected and 
disliked, should have thus blinded 
himself to his position. It will be 
seen, however, that the same perfidy 

1 Foppens, Supplement, u. 644. 

s Corr^sponda^ce de Philippe II., i. 528, 
16th April 1667. 

* Tliis appears in a document, never yet 
published, in the Royal Archives at Dresden. 
It is a report drawn up by Captain von 
Barlepsch, of an^nterview held with the 
Prince of Orange, to whom he had been 
deputed by the Elector Augustus of Saxotiy. 
It is to be remarked, moreover, that Augus- 
tus at this period (November 1567) declined 
receiving the Prince at I>resden, while pro- 
fessing the greatest interest in his welfare ! 
Unpublished letter from Elector Augustus 
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was to be employed to ensnare him 
which proved so successful with Eg- 
mont. 

As for the Prince himself, he did not 
move too soon. Not long after his 
arrival in Germany, Vandenesse, the 
King's private secretary, but Orange's 
secret agent, wrote him word that he 
had read letters from the King to Alva, 
in which the Duke was instructed to 
"arrest the Prince as soon as he could 
lay hands upon him, and not to let his 
trial last more than twenty-fovr hours."* 

Brederode had remained at Yiane, 
and afterwards at Amsterdam, since 
the ill-starred expedition of Tholouse, 
which he had organised, but at which 
he had not assisted. He had given 
much annoyance to the magistracy of 
Amsterdam,.and to aU respectable per- 
sons, Calvinist or Catholic. He made 
much mischief, but excited no hopes 
in the minds of reformers. He was 
ever surrounded by a host of pot com- 
panions, swaggering nobles disguised 
as sailors, bankrupt tradesmen, fugi- 
tives and outlaws of every description — 
excellent people to drink the beggars' 
health and to bawl the beggars' songs, 
but quite unfit for any serious enter- 
prise.* People of substance were wary 
of him, for they had no confidence in 
his capacity, and were afraid of his 
frequent demands for contributions to 
the patriotic cause. He spent his time 
in the pleasure gardens, shooting at the 
mark with arquebus or crossbow, 
drinking with his comrades, and 
shrieking " Vivent les gueux."® 

The Regent, determined to dislodge 
him, had sent Secretary La Torre to 
him in March, with instructions that 
if Brederode refused to leave Amster- 
dam, the magistracy were to call for 
assistance upon Count Meghem, who 



to Prince W. of Orange, 10th Nov. 1667, in 
Dresden Archives. So hatte auch des Kon- 
nings Vortrauter Kemmerling Signor Van- 
denes auch in grosser geheim wamou laszen 
dasz ehr hette aufs Konnings tische briefo 
gesehen ahn Hertzogen von Alba, diirin 
bewohlen, s. fg. nachzutrachten imd wan 
man ihn bekeme, seinen procesz nicht uber 
24 Stunden zuvorlengem." — Bericht von 
Hauptm. V. Berlepsch. 

* Correspondance de Guillaume le Tacit., 
ii. 434, 464. Bor, iii. 161. Hoofd, v. 
127. 

6 Ibid. 
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for support and encouragement, some 
had rallied to the government, some 
were in exile, some were in prison. 
Montigny, closely watched in Spain, 
was virtually a captive, pining for the 
young bride to whom he had been 
wedded amid such brilliant festivities 
but a few months before his departure, 
and for the child which was never to 
look upon its father's face.^ His col- 
league, Marquis Berghen, more fortu- 
nate, was already dead. The excellent 
Viglius seized the opportimity to put 
in a good word for Noircarmes, who 
had been grinding Toumay in the 
dust, and butchering the inhabitants 
of Valenciennes. " We have heard of 
Berghen's death," wrote the President 
to his faithful Joachim. " The Lord 
of Noircarmes, who has been his sub- 
stitute in the governorship of Hainault, 
has given a specimen of what he can 
do. Although I have no private inti- 
macy with that nobleman, I cannot 
help embracing him with all my bene- 
volence. Therefore, oh my Hopper, 
pray do your best to have him ap- 
pointed governor.'** 

With the departure of Orange, a 
total eclipse seemed to come over the 
Netherlands. The country was ab- 
solutely helpless, the popular heart 
cold with apprehension. All persons 
at all implicated in the late troubles, 
or suspected of heresy, fled from their 
homes. Fugitive soldiers were hunted 
into rivers, cut to pieces in the fields, 
hanged, burned, or drowned, like dogs, 
without quarter, and without remorse. 
The most industrious and valuable 
part of the population left the land in 
droves. The tide swept outwards with 
such rapidity that the Netherlands 
seemed fast becoming the desolate 
wastfe which they had been before the 
Christian era. Throughout the coun- 
try, those Reformers who were imable 
to effect their escape betook themselves 
to their old lurking-places. The new 
religion was banished from all the 
cities, every conventicle was broken up 
by armed men, the preachers andjead- 

1 The child was baptized at Toumay on 
th« Ist December 1566.— Pasquier de la Barre 
MS., f. 73. 

* Foppens, Suppliment, ii. 652. 
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ing members were hanged, their dis- 
ciples beaten with rods, reduced to 
beggary, or imprisoned, even if they 
sometimes escaped the scaffold. An 
incredible number, however, were ex- 
ecuted for religious causes. Hardly a 
village so small, says the Antwerp 
chronicler, but that it could furnish 
one, two, or three hundred victims to 
the executioner.^ The new churches 
were levelled to the ground, and out 
of their timbers gallows were con- 
structed.* It was thought an ingeni- 
ous pleasantry to hang the Reformers 
upon the beams under which they had 
hoped to worship God. The property 
of the fugitives was confiscated. The 
beggars in name became beggars in 
reality. Many who felt obliged to re- 
main, and who loved their possessions 
better than their creed, were suddenly 
converted into the most zealous of 
Catholics. Persons who had for years 
not gone to mass, never omitted now 
their daily and nightly visits to the 
churches.** Persons who had never 
spoken to an ecclesiastic but with con- 
tumely, now could not eat their din- 
ners without one at their table.^ Many 
who were suspected of having partici- 
pated in Calvinistic rites, were fore- 
most and loudest in putting down and 
denouncing all forms and shows of the 
Reformation. The country was as 
completely " pacified," to use the con- 
queror's expression, as Gaul had been 
by Caesar. 

The Regent issued a fresh edict 
upon the 24th May, to refresh the 
memories of those who might have 
forgotten previous statutes, which 
were, however, not calculated to make 
men oblivious. By this new procla- 
mation, all ministers and. teachers 
were sentenced to the gallows. All 
persons who had suffered their houses 
to be used for religious purposes were 
sentenced to the gallows. All parents 
or masters whose children or servants 
had attended such meetings were sen- 
tenced to the gallows, while the chil- 
dren and servants were only to be 

» Meteren, ii f. 45. 

* De Itt Barre MS., 96. Hoofd, iv. 138. 
Strada, vi. 278. 
» Bor, iu. 174. « Ibid. 
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beaten with rods. All people who 
sang hymns at the burial of their re- 
lations were sentenced to the gallows. 
Parents who allowed their newly-born 
children to be baptized by other hands 
than those of the Catholic priest were 
sentenced to the gallows. The same 
punishment was denounced against 
the persons who should christen the 
child or act as its sponsors. School- 
masters who should teach any error or 
false doctrine were likewise to be 
punished with death. Those who in- 
fringed the statutes against the buying 
and selling of religious books and 
songs were to receive the same doom, 
after the first offence. All sneers or 
insults against priests and ecclesiastics 
were also made capital crimes. Vaga- 
bonds, fugitives, apostates, runaway 
monks, were ordered forthwith to 
depart from every city, on pain of 
death. In all cases confiscation of the 
whole property of the criminal was 
added to the hanging.^ 

This edict, says a contemporary his- 
torian, increased the fear of those 
professing the new religion to such an 
extent that they left the country " in 
great heaps. "^ It became necessary, 
therefore, to issue a subsequent pro- 
clamation, forbidding all persons, 
whether foreigners or natives, to 
leave the land or to send away their 
property, and prohibiting aU ship- 
masters, waggoners, and other agents 
of travel, from assisting in the flight of 
such fugitives, all upon pain of death.^ 

Yet will it be credited that the 
edict of 24th May, the provisions of 
which have just been sketched, ac- 
tually excited the wrath of Philip on 
account of their clemency f He wrote 



1 The edict is published in Bor, iii. 170, 
171. 
a Ibid, 171. 



to the Duchess, ezpressiiig the pain 
and dissatisfaction which he felt, that 
an edict so indecent, so illegal, so 
contrary to the Christian religion, 
should have been published. Nothing, 
he said, could offend or distress him 
more deeply, than any outrage what- 
ever, even the slightest one, offered 
to God and to His Roman Catholic 
Church. He therefore commanded 
his sister instantly to revoke the 
edict.^ One might almost imagine 
from reading the King's letter that 
PhiHp was at last appalled at the hor- 
rors committed in his name. Alas, he 
was only indignsmt that heretics had 
been suffered to hang who ought to 
have been burned, and that a few 
narrow and almost impossible loop- 
holes had been left through whidi 
those who had offended might effect 
their escape. 

And thus, while the country is 
paralysed with present and expected 
woe, the swiftly advancing trumpets 
of the Spanish army resound from 
beyond the Alps. The curtain is 
f aUing upon the prelude to the great 
tragedy which the prophetic lips of 
Orange had foretold. When it is 
again lifted, scenes of disaster and of 
bloodshed, battles, sieges, executioiis, 
deeds of unfaltering but valiant ty- 
ranny, of superhuman and successful 
resistance, of heroic seK-sacrifice, fa- 
natical* courage and insane cruelty, 
both in the cause of the Wrong and 
the Right, will be revealed in awful 
succession — a 'spectacle of human 
energy, human suffering, and human 
strength to suffer, such as has not 
often been displayed upon the stage of 
the world's events. 

» Bor, iii. 175. 

4 Currespondance de Philij^ II., L 650- 
652. 
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The armed invasion of the Nether- 
lands was the necessary consequence 
of aU which had gone before. That 
the inevitable result Lad been so long 
deferred lay rather in the incompre- 
hensible tardiness of Philip's character 
than in the circimistances of the case. 
Never did a monarch hold so stead- 
fastly to a deadly purpose, or proceed 
BO languidly and with so much cir- 
cumvolution to his goal. The mask 
of benignity^ of possible clemency, 
was now thrown off, but the delusion 
of his intended visit to the provinces 
was still maintained. He assured {he 
Begent that he should be governed by 
her advice^ and as she had made all 



needful preparations to receive him in 
Zeland, that it would be in Zeland he 
should arrive.^ 

The same two men among Philip's 
advisers were prominent as at^ an 
earlier day — ^the Prince of Eboli and 
the Duke of Alva. They still repre- 
sented entirely opposite ideas, and in 
character, temper, and history, each 
was the reverse of the other. The 
policy of the Prince was pacific and 
temporising; that of the Duke un- 
compromising and ferocious. Ruy 
Gomez was disposed to prevent if 
possible, the armed mission of Alva, 
and he now openly counselled the 
King to fulfil his long-deferred pro- 



^ Correspoudance de Philippe II., i 550. 
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mise, and to make his appearance in 
person before his rebellious subjects. 
The jealousy and hatred which existed 
between the Prince and the Duke — be- 
tween the man of peace and the man 
of wrath — were constantly exploding, 
even in the presence of the King. The 
wrangling in the coimcil was inces- 
sant. Determined, if possible, to pre- 
vent the elevation of his rival, the fa- 
vourite was even for a moment disposed 
to ask for the command of the army 
himself. There was something ludi- 
crous in the notion, that a man whose 
life had been pacific, and who trem- 
bled at the noise of arms, should seek 
to supersede the terrible Alva, of 
whom his eulogists "asserted, with 
Castilian exaggeration, that the very 
name of fear inspired him with horror. 
But there was a limit beyond which 
the influence of Anna de Mendoza and 
her husband did not extend. Philip 
was not to be driven to the Nether- 
lands against his will, nor to be pre- 
vented from assigning the command of 
the army to the most appropriate man 
in Europe for his purpose.^ 

It was determined at last that the 
Netherland heresy should be con- 
quered by force of arms. The in- 
vasion resembled both a crusade 
against the infidel, and a treasure- 
hunting foray into the auriferous 
Indies, achievements by which Spanish 
chivalry had so often illustrated it- 
self. The banner of the cross was to 
be replanted upon the conquered bat- 
tlements of three hundred infidel 
cities, and a torrent of wealth, richer 
than ever flowed from Mexican or 
Peruvian mines, was to flow into the 
roytkl treasury from the perennial 
fountains of confiscation. Who so fit 
to be the Ta'ncred and the Pizarro of 
this bicoloured expedition as the 
Duke of Alva, the man who had been 
devoted from his earliest childhood, 
and from his father's grave, to hos- 
tility against unbelievers, and who 
had prophesied that treasure would 
flow in a stream, a yard deep, from 



1 Cabrera, 1. 7, c. vii. p. 414. Strada, i. 
282, U83. Hist, du Due d'Albe, u. 166, 
242. 

2 Brandt, Hist, der Ref., i. 496. De Thou, 
v., 1. 41, pp. 289, 290. Bern, de Mendoza. 
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the Netherlands so soon as i^e here- 
tics began to meet with their desertB? 
An army of chosen troops was forth- 
with collected, by taking the four 
legions, or terzios, of Naples, Sicily, 
Sardinia, and Lombardy, and filling 
their places in Italy by fresh levies. 
About ten thousand picked and vete- 
ran soldiers were thus obtained, of 
which the Duke of Alva was appoint- 
ed general-in- chief.* 

Ferdinando Alvarez de Toledo, 
Duke of Alva, was now in his six- 
tieth year. He was the most suc- 
cessful and experienced general of 
Spain, or of Europe. No man had 
studied more deeply, or practised 
more constantly, the military science. 
In the most important of all arts at 
that epoch he was the most consum- 
mate artist. In the only honourable 
profession of the age, he was the most 
thorough and the most pedantic pro- 
fessor. Since the days of Demetrius 
Poliorcetes, no man had besieged so 
many cities. Since the days of Fa- 
bius Cunctator, no general had avoided 
so many battles, and no soldier coura- 
geous as he was, ever attained to a 
more sublime indifierence to calumny 
or depreciation. Having proved in 
his boyhood, at Fontarabia, and in his 
maturity at Miihlberg, that he could 
exhibit heroism and headlong coiu-age, 
when necessary, he could afford to 
look with contempt upon the witless 
gibes which his enemies had occasion- 
ally perpetrated at his expense. Con- 
scious of holding his armies m his 
hand, by the power of an unrivalled 
discipline, and the magic of a name 
illustrated by a hundred triumphs, 
he could bear with patience and bene- 
volence the murmurs of his soldiers 
when their battles were denied thenL 

He was bom in 1508, of a family 
which boasted imperial descent. A 
Palaeoiogus, brother of a Byzantine 
emperor, had conquered the city of 
Toledo, and transmitted its appella- 
tion as a family name.^ The f^ier of 
Ferdinando, Don Garcia, had been 

Guerras de los Payses Baxos, etc., 20, 21, 
29. 

8 De la Boca. Resultas de laYida de Don 
F. A. de Duque de Alva, p. 3. Hist, du Duo 
d'Albe, i. 6. 
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Blain on the Isle of Oerbes, in battle 
with the Moors, when his son was but 
four years of age.^ The child was 
brought up by his grandfather, Don 
Frederic, and trained from his ten- 
derest infancy to arms. Hatred to the 
infidel, and a determination to avenge 
his father*s blood, crying to. him from 
a foreign grave, were tiie earliest of 
his instincts. As a youth he was dis- 
tinguished for his prowess. His maiden 
sword was fleshed at Fontarabia, where, 
although but sixteen years of age, he 
was considered, by his constancy in 
hardship, by his brilliant and despe- 
rate courage, and by the example of 
military discipline which he afforded 
to the troops, to have contributed in 
no small degree to the success of the 
Spanish arms. 

In 1630, he accompanied the Empe- 
ror in his campaign against the Turk. 
Charles, instinctively recognising the 
merit of the youth who was destined 
to be the life-long companion of his 
toils and glories, distinguished him 
with his favoiir at the opening of his 
career. Yoimg, brave, and« enthusias- 
tic, Ferdinand de Toledo at this period 
was as interesting a hero as ever illus- 
trated the pages of Castilian romance. 
His mad ride from Hungary to Spain 
and back agaia, accomplished in seven- 
teen days, for the sake of a brief visit 
to his newly-married wife, is not the 
least attractive episode in the history 
of an existence which was destined to 
be so dark and sanguinary. In 1535 
he accompanied the Emperor on his 
memorable expedition to Timis. In 
1546 and 1547 he was generalissimo in 
the war against the SmaJcaldian league. 
His most brilliant feat of arms — per- 
haps the inost brilliant exploit of the 
Emperor's reign — ^was the passage of the 
Elbe and the battle of Muhlberg, accom- 
plished in spite of Maximilian's bitter 
and violent reproaches, and the tremen- 
dous possibilities of a defeat.^ That 



1 Hist du Due d'Albe, i. 8. 

« Hist, du Duo d' Albe, liv. i c. vii. De 
Thou, liv. iv. 

» Hist du Duo. d'Albe, i. 274. Brant6me, 
Bom. lllust, etc. (ch. v.), says that one of 
the bopts was *' large enough to hold a camp 
'bedstead," p. 11. I insert the anecdote only 
'as a spedmeu of the manner in which simi- 
VOL. I. 
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battle had finished the war. The gi- 
gantic and magnanimous John Frede- 
ric, surprised at his devotions in the 
church, fled in dismay, leaving his boots 
behind him, which, for their super- 
human size, were ridiculoiisly said 
afterwards to be treasured among the 
trophies of the Toledo house. ^ The 
rout was total. " I came, I saw, and 
God conquered," said, the Emperor, iL 
pious parody of his immortal predeces- 
sor's epigram. Maximilian with a 
thousand apologies for his previous in- 
sults, embraced the heroic Don Ferdi- 
nand over and over again, as, arrayed 
in a plain suit of blue armour, un- 
adorned save with streaks of his ene- 
mies' blood, he returned from pursuit 
of the fugitives. So complete and so 
sudden was the victory, that it was 
found impossible to account for it, save 
on the ground of miraculous interposi- 
tion. Like Joshua, in the vale of A ja- 
lon, Don Ferdinand was supposed to 
have commanded the sun to stand still 
for a season, and to have been obeyed. 
Otherwise how could the passage of 
the river, which was only concluded at 
six in the evening, and the complete 
overthrow of the Protestant forces, 
have all been accomplished within the 
narrow space of an April twilight ? The 
reply of the Duke to Henry the Second 
of France, who questioned him subse- 
quently upon the subject, is well 
known. " Your Majesty, I was too 
much occupied that evening with what 
was taking place on the earth beneath, 
to pay much heed to the evolutions of 
the heavenly bodies." Spared as he 
had been by his good fortune from 
taking any part in the Algerine expe- 
dition, or in witnessing the ignomi- 
nious retreat from Innspruck, he was 
obliged to submit to the intercalation 
of the disastrous siege of Metz in the 
long history of his successes. Doing 
the duty of a field-marshal and a sen- 
tinel, supporting his army by his firm- 

lar absurdities, both of great and of little 
consequence, are perpetuated by writers in 
every land and age. The armour of the noble- 
hearted and unfortunate John Frederic may 
still be seen in Dresden. Its size indicates 
a man very much above the average height, 
while the external length of the iron shoe^ 
on the contrary, is less than eleven inche?. 
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nes8 and his ilL<oi''::iie when n>:-thin^ 
eli»j C'-iM have Si;p;>^rt<\l them, he 
\v;is at l;k»t eiiiblovl. after half the hii'.i- 
clreil th'Hisar.il men with wh -m Charles 
had lu'jT'm the s:e,-e kul l>een Siiori- 
fioeil. t.» indiuv his imperLil m.ister to 
riis.» the sie»e lvr\Te the rei:i:\iniii^ 
fifty th.'ib»iiii.l had Iven ir.^^ea or 
swrvod to death. ^ 

The iMihninathii: career of Alva 
Becmrtl to luve el«\'Jt^l in the mis: which 
pithered anHmtl the settin^: star .»: the 
Kiupire. Havinjr ;u*oomi\inie\l Philip 
t*^ Knirland in !;'»,'» 4. on his niatrinu»- 
nial exiH-Hlition, he was destinetl in the 
fi'Uowinic vear. as vieen^y and i^?ner:U- 
issinio of Italy, to be plaotnl in a series 
of falm^ ]witi«»ns. A jrreat captain 
onj^ajiiMl in a little war, the champion 
of the cross in armsajrainst the succes- 
sor i^f St Peter, he h.-ul eitricatevl him- 
Hclf. at last, with his usual adroitness. 
l)ut with very little pl^ry.* To him 
had been allottetl the mortification, to 
another the triumph. The lustre of 
his own name seemeil to sink in the 
ocean while that of a hatetl rival, with 
new K{>;in^ItMl ore, suddenly " flameil 
in the forehea*! of the mominjjj sky.** 
While he luid Wen i^altering with a 
<li>tanl, whom ho was forbiilden to 
crush, E;;mont had struck down the 
clmson tnxips of France, and con- 
<iucri?d her most illustrious command- 
ors. I lore was the unpartlonable crime 
which coidil only be ex])iated by the 
LIhhI of the victor. Unfortunately for 
liis rival, the time was now appnach- 
irj^ when the long-tlef erred revenge 
was to b«3 satisfied. 

On the whole, the Duke of Alva was 
inferior to no general of his age. As 
a disciplinarian he was foremost in 
Spain, j>erhaps in Europe. A spend- 
thrift of time, lie was an economist of 
blood, and this was, perhaps, in the eye 
of humanity, his principal virtue. Time 
and myself are two, was a frequent ol^ 
sen'ation of Philip, and his favourite 
general considered the maxim as appli- 
cable to war as to politics. Such were 

1 Hist, du Due d'Albe; L 272-283. liv. Hi, 
clmps. 21-24. 

* Ihid., liv. iv. et V. De Thou, liv. xviii. 
Do la lloca, Rosultas, etc., 68-72. 

* V. d. Vynckt, ii. 41. 

* Ibid., 42. 
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his qualities as a military commaoder. 
As a statesman, he had neither expe- 
rience nor talent. As a man, his cha- 
nwter was simple. He did not oom- 
bine a great variety of vices, buttiiofle 
which he had were colossal, and he pos* 
sesse<.l no virtues. He was neitiier 
lustful nor intemperate, but his pru* 
fessev.1 eulogists admitted his enormous 
avarice, while the world has agreed 
that such an amount of stealth acd 
fer^Knty. of patient vindictiveness and 
universid bloodthirstiness, were never 
found in a savage beast of the forest^ 
and but rarely in a human bosom. His 
history was now to shew that his pre* 
\ vious thrift of human life was not de- 
riveil from any love of his kind. Pe^ 
' sonally he was stem and overbearing. 
As difiicult of access as Philip himself, 
. he was even more haughty to Uiose 
; who were admitted to his presence. 
; He adilressed every one with the depre- 
' ciating second person plural.' Poasen- 
' ing the right of being covered in the 
presence of the Spanish monarch, he 
had been with difficulty brought to re- 



nounce it before the German Emperor.* 



I 

I He was of an illustrious family, but his 
! territorial i^ssessions were not exten- 
j sive. His duchy was a small one, fur- 
• nishing him with not more than four- 
teen thousand crowns of 'annual income, 
and with four himdred soldiers.^ He 
had. however, been a thrifty financier 
all his life, never having been without 
a handsome sum of ready money at in- 
terest Ten years before his arrival m 
the Netherlands, he was supposed to 
hiive already increased his income to 
forty thousand a year by the procoeda 
of his investments at Antwerp.' As 
already intimated, his military charac- 
ter was sometimes profoundly miran- 
derstood. He was often considered 
rather a pedantic than a practical com- 
mander, more capable to discourse of 
battles than to gain them. Notwith- 
standing that his long life had been on 
almost unbroken campaign, the ridicu- 
lous accusation of timidity was fre- 

» Bftdovaro MS. 

* " Ha d'cntrata come Duca 14,000 acudi, 
ma fine a 40,000 per danari investiti in An- 
versa et so stima che eg\i si trova aompre 
buona somma di ooutontL"— fiadovoro 
MS. 
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quentlj made against him.^ A gentle- 
man at the court of the Emperor Charles 
once addressed a letter to the Duke 
with the title of " General of his Ma- 
jesty's armies in the Duchy of Milan 
in time of peace, and major-domo of 
the household in the time of war." * It 
was said that the lesjson did the Duke 
good, but that he rewarded very badly 
the nobleman who gave it, having sub- 
sequently caused his head to be taken 
off.^ In general, however, Alva mani- 
fested a philosophical contempt for the 
opinions expressed concerning his mili- 
tary fame, and was especially disdainful 
of criticism expressed by his own sol- 
diers. " Recollect," said he, at a little 
later period, to Don John of Austria, 
"that the first foes with whom one has 
to contend are one's own troops, with 
their clamours for an engagement at 
this moment, and their murmurs about 
results at another; with their ' I thought 
that the battle should be fought ; ' or, 
'it was my opinion that the occasion 
ought not to be lost.' Your highness 
will have opportunity enough to dis- 
play valour, and will never be weak 
enough to be conquered by the babble 
of soldiers."* 

In person he was tall, thin, erect, 
with a small head, a long visage, lean 
yellow cheek, darktwinkling eyes, adust 
complexion, black bristling hair, and a 
long sable-silvered beard, descending 
in two waving streams upon his breast.* 

Such being the design, the machinery 
was well selected. The best man in 
Europe to lead the invading force was 
placed at the head of ten thousand 
picked veterans. The privates in this 



1 "Ha visto et man^ifgiato molte (ruerre 
et per la prattica che ha discorre m^lio che 
io babbia mai oono8ciuto in quella corte— ma 
le due oppositioni I'una che facci le provi- 
sioni sue con troppo reservato et cauto 
et quasi timido nell' imprese." — Suriano 
Ma « 

Badovaro is much more severe: "Nella 
gaarra. mostra timidity et poca intelligenza 
et pooo stimato sella corte come per persona 
avara, saperba et axnbitiosa; adulatore et 
invido molto et di pucichissimo caore." 

> This anecdote is attributed by Dom 
I'Eveeqae and by M. Gachard to Badovaro. 
It is, however, not to be found in the copy 
of his Manuscript in the Biblioth^ue de 
Boargogne. 

s Dom I'Bvesque, Mem. de Granvelle, i. 
26, sqq.— The Benedictine does not further 
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exquisite little army,' said the enthu- 
siastic connoisseur Brant6me, who tra- 
velled post into Lorraine expressly to 
see them on their march, all wore en- 
graved or gilded armour, and were in 
every respect equipped like captains. 
They were the first who carried mus- 
kets, a weapon which very much asto- 
nished the Flemings when it first rattled 
in their ears. The musketeers, he ob- 
served, might have been mistaken for 
princes, with such agreeable and grace- 
ful arrogance did they present them- 
selves. Each was attended by his 
servant or esquire, who carried his 
piece for him, except in battle, and all 
were treated with extreme deference 
by the rest of the army, as if they had 
been of&cers.'' The four regiments of 
Lombardy, Sardinia, Sicily, and Naples, 
composed a total of not quite nine 
thousand of the best foot soldiers in 
Europe. They were commanded re- 
spectively by Don Sancho de Lodroho, 
Don Gonzalo de Bracamonte, Julien 
Romero, and Alfonso de Ulloa, all dis- 
tinguished and experienced generals.^ 
The cavalry, amounting to about twelve 
hundred, was under the command of 
the natural son of the Duke, Don Fer- 
dinando de Toledo, Prior of the Knights 
of St John. Chiapin Vitelli, Marquis 
of Cetona, who had served the King in 
many a campaign, was appointed Mar^- 
chal-de-camp, and (Jabriel Cerbelloni 
was placed in command of the artillery. 
On the way the Duke received, as a 
present from the Duke of Savoy, the 
services of the distinguished engineer, 
Pacheco, or Paciotti,* whose name was 
to be associated with the most cele- 

indicate the author of the pleasantry. One 
is disposed to imagine it to have been Eg- 
mont. Kevertheless, the Duke caused the 
heads of so many gentlemen to be taken oflf, 
that the description is sufficiently vague. 

* Documentos Ineditos para la Historia de 
Espaaa, iii. 278-283. 

» " Di persona grande, magra, piccola 
testa, coUerico et adusto."— Badovaro MS. 

There is a very good contemporary por- 
trait of the Duke, by Barends, in the Royal 
Gallery at Amsterdam, which accords very 
exactly with the descriptions preserved con- 
cerning his person. 

• *' Gentiue et gaiUarde arm^." 

7 Brant6me,GrandesCapitainesEtrangera, 
etc. (U8& 76). (Due d'Albe). 

8 Mendoza, Guerras de los Fayses Baxos, 
fol. 20, 21, 29, 30. » Hoofd, iv. 148. 



!510 Thf ///V nffhr Pitfrh nepnllir^ 

l>r:L<r<l c'lL'uli'l of llio NiMIhm l:ili«li». iiml 
\vlM>»AtMlr(<:ull'iil I'ati' wiv* tn lii> I'lMitcin 
|Mii'aiit><)tiH w itii tlic (>aili('.-i| hwci i>i4ii<,4 of 
tlu* lii»i*ral jHuty. 

With .ui iiniiy llntu jmmIi'i'I. mi n 
^id.-lII h(':tli', ill .-ill i(n ili'itnitiiionld. lUtil 
fiiniiMlii-il, in .-iilditioii. witli i\. toiiM' of 
two tItiiii.-Hiiiiii pi-iihhdili'M, iiH n>p.ularly 
i'liinlliil, ili.^(-i])liiii<i|. mill (liHlriliiitiMl ' 
an th«' i-aN.ilry »M* lln' iirlilloiy, <!»• 

J)llki' i>lllli:ilki-«| ||]Mi|| Imm ll)i>ll)i>ni<>UM 
nil»'i|iiim', «iu llii» hMli n|' May nt Car- 
tliJi;/i'ii;i. 'ritirty iM'Ncii K.all«'>'*. '>'>»J''»' 
4-(iMtiii.'tnil III" l*jin«'«« Aiiilii'.'i l>«Mi!». 
lij'iMi^^lil. llu' |irinti|»!il |tiiiii>t' IIh» I'ltn'i* 
to (m'Iioii, (|ii> hiiKi* iii'iiiK «l«'layp«l a 
fi'W ilayH 111. Ni«'i' l>y an nllark i»f Iovjt. 
Oil (111' !i(l of •liiMi> (Im< army waM iiimh 
(ficil at Aii'\aii(iriu do i'atla. and «U' 
ili'ird l.o ri'inli'/.vitUM n^'ain ai San Am 



n[Jf)7. 



«»f outtiiijij off tLe TOfiTB "ijeiow rbef 
iMuld have effnritRti -iitiir '^sxEisiiice into 
Iho onintry wLiub. ^iiey iiaii •ioomni 
<«» I h'Ht ruction. Hj* oiilitzuy eaqkai- 
onoo. }iiH qiialif. ^ationd for :i <iaizxiig 
Htroko, liiM ^fAZ uirpiiiaiitv. .ind tiw 
inloiiMo liatr«yl eatiirr^unHei for Airx 
\vonld have fumisLiiii iiim ^ritiL lanlfir 
oit'nl iiiiiehincry f:r -hit piiiTK»3e. 

Twelve days' Luirfifa. auried dw 
army through Bir^'-.mij. ?:weire mure 
Mn'«Mij,di Loiraine. L-ir^Jur -dni Thole 
of Un» jouniey they n^-tv*^ •■'Axinf^j m> 
I'oiiipatiied hy a iV.rce oi avairr mil 
infantry, ordere^l uti-ic 'hiA dariLebv 
Uio Kin^ of France, w fall, f.ir foKr --l 
oxcitinj; a fre»h Hu^ienot ■TeTniimtmr 
litui. hail ref lined the Sraniar'ia i pass- 
wyy Ihnm^h his doTTiiriT-.-na. TIiiH "k- 
connoitring army kept pot!!* wiiji tdiem 



hroiiio at. Ui<« fool, of (Iii< Al|iM. It waH i Ijki' their Mha^Iow, and waikdieii uI 
tlii'ii «lirtM-l.«Ml to maki* ilH wav ovi»r ' their nn»\M!inent«. A f^n^* 'li! six iii>«- 



Altiiiiit Ci-niH, and Mironj.-.h Savoy, Hiir- 
>{imdy, and LoiTain««. l»y a. ref^nlarly 
iinanjj;fii truhle movmnMit.. The He- 
t'.ond diviaioii wan each ni^.ht. t.«t eiieamp 
on tlm hpot whieli iitwl heeii «>e(MH>ied 
njion tlm |ir«'vioiiM nif.lit by the van- 
I.Miard, and the wm' wan to ohvee it^nelf 
on tilt! following niv.ht' in liie eanip of 
the eor|iH KV'i l)a(.aill<>.' TImih coiling 
i(H(!lf along alnioHt in a nin^le liin* by 
hIow and Her|)<Mitine windingH. with a 
delilxtrate, <leadly, veiiomouH ))iir])oHe, 
tliiH army, which wiih to ho the inntrn- 
inent of Philip'H long (U'ferred ven- 
geance, Htole through narrow luoini- 
tahi paHH and tangled forent. SocIohc 
and intrieate were many of the delileH 
through which the joiuney led them,-* 
that, had one tithe of the tre;iHon which 
they came to ])uuuh, ever exinted, 
Have in the diHetOHed imagination of 
their monarch, not one man woidd 
have been left to tell the tale. ]*ig- 
mont, had he really been the traitor and 
the conspirator he was aHsumed to be, 
might have easily organised the mcann 
i Hoofd, ivTiiS^ CorroHpondiuico tie I'hl- 
lippo II., i. 565.— "Ou dit qu'ilH out jilim 
du deux millos putaiues avccciuos oux, iollo- 
nicnt que nuus no seronH en fuulto dun 

£utaineH avecq coulx quo uouh iivouh." — 
lOtt. do Jeau do Homes a Anioul Munton. 



BrantAine i)artic\ilarly couimciids the or- 
jaiiisution of this department. " J)o plus il 
V uvuit quatre cena courte/anes a chcval. 



gauisution of this department. " J)o plus il 

L uvuit quatre cena courte/a 
lit a brava eomme pn'nceMie^ ot liuit cuiis 



Hand Swirtrt, eijually alarmed imi th- 
vnny at the progress of thje 3r:iTS. 
hovered likewLse about zh^ir flanks, 
without, hcnvever, offering any imre- 
dinn'!it t<» their advance. Bet:nf ^ 
middle of August they had rftu'httl 
'JMiitinville, on the Luxembnrz tr».»ii- 
tier, having on the last day mArt±eii 
a diHtance of two leagues through a i> 
n'Ht, which seemed expressly amiaeii 
to allow a small defensive force to 
embarr.'iHu and destroy an invaii'ng 
army. No op]}OBition, however, was 
attempted, and the Spanish sti^Liier? 
encamped at last within the territury 
of the Netherlands, having accoci- 
jdinhed their adventurous journey in 
(sntire safety, and imder perfect diaci- 
jiJine.* 

The Duchess had in her secret le^ 
t(M-s t<» J*hilip continued to express her 
disapprobation of the enterprise thus 
committed to Alva. She had bitteriy 
complained that now, when the coun- 
try hadl^een pacified by her efiforts, 
anot her should be sent to reap all the 
h pied, bien d, jtoint avMti." — Vie dea Graiids 
lioinmcs, etc. (u8& p. 80). (D'AIbe). 

Much wiis tlic moral physiognomy of the 
army which came to enforce Uie high reli- 
gious purposes of Fhilip. lu such iu£amous 
shii])0 wiiS the will of God supnoeed to mani- 
fest itself before the eyes of tne heretics in 
the Netherlands. 

s 15. do ^endoza, 80. 

» ibid.. 80, 31, < lUd. 
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glory, orperhaps to undo all that she had 
BO painfully and so successfully done. 
She stated to her brother, in most un- 
equivocal language, that the name of 
Alva was odious enough to make the 
whole Spanish nation detested in the 
Netherlands. She could find no lan- 
guage sufficiently strong to express 
her surprise that the King should have 
decided upon a measure likely to be 
attended with such fatal consequences 
without consulting her on the subject, 
and in opposition to what had been 
her uniform advice. She also wrote 
personally to Alva, imploring, com- 
manding, and threatening, but with 
equally ill success.^ The Duke knew 
too well who was sovereign of the 
Netherlands now, his master's sister 
or himself. As to the effects of his 
armed invasion upon the temper of 
the provinces, he was supremely indif- 
ferent. He came as a conqueror, not 
as a mediator. " I have tamed people 
of iron in my day," said he, contemp- 
tuously; "shall I not easily crush these 
men of butter?"* 

At Thionville he was, however, offi- 
cially waited upon by Berlaymont and 
Noircarmes, on the part of the Regent. 
He at this point, moreover, began to 
receive deputations from various cities, 
bidding him a hollow and trembling 
welcome, and deprecating his displea- 
Bure for anything in the past which 
might seem offensive. To all such 
embassies he replied in vague and con- 
ventional language; saying, however, 
to his confidential attendaiits : — I am 
here — so much is certain — whether I 
am welcome or not is to me a matter 
of little consequence.^ At Tirlemont, 
on the 22d August, he was met by 
Count Egmont, who had ridden forth 
from Brussels to shew him a becoming 
respect, as the representative of iiis 
sovereign. The Count was accom- 
panied by several other noblemen, and 
brought to the Duke a present of se- 
veral beautiful horses.* Alva received 



1 Corrrespondanco de Philippe II., i. 546, 
556, etc. Strada, i. 289. Hoofd, iv. 148. 
Bttada, i. 292. > Hoofd, iv. 148. 

» Bor, iv. 182. 

* MS., 12-941. Bib. de Bourg.— Troubles 
des Pays Baa de Jean de Grutere; Extruits 
par H. Ernile O^shet (1st Aotlt, 1847). 
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him, however, but coldly, for he was 
unable at first to adjust the mask to 
his countenance as adroitly as was ne- 
cessary. Behold the greatest of all 
the heretics, he observed to his at- 
tendants, as soon as the nobleman's 
presence was annoimced, and in a 
voice loud enough fop him to hear.** 
Even after they had exchanged salu- 
tations, he addressed several remarks 
to him in a half -jesting, half -biting 
tone, saying, among other things, that 
his countship might have spared him 
the trouble of making this long jour- 
ney in his old age.^ There were other 
obsei'vations in a similar strain which 
might have well aroused the suspicion 
of any man not determined, like Eg- 
mont, to continue blind and deaf. 
After a brief interval, however, Alva 
seems to have commanded himself. 
He passed his arm lovingly over that 
stately neck,'^ which he had already 
devoted to the block, and — ^the Count 
having resolved beforehand to place 
himself, if possible, upon amicable 
terms with the new Viceroy — the two 
rode along side by side in friendly 
conversation, followed by the regiment 
of infantry and three companies of 
light horse, which belonged to the 
Duke's immediate command.^ Alva, 
still attended by Egmont, rode soon 
afterwards through the Louvain gate 
into Brussels, where they separated 
for a season. Lodgings had been taken 
for the Duke at the house of a certain 
Madame de Jasse,^ in the neighbour- 
hood of Egmont's palace. Leaving 
here the principal portion of his at- 
tendants, the Captain- General, with- 
out alighting, forthwith proceeded to 
the palace, to pay his respects to the 
Duchess of Parma. 

For three days the Regent had been 
deliberating with her council as to the 
propriety of declining any visit from 
the man whose presence she justly 
considered a disgrace and an insult to 
herseK.^^ This being the reward of 

« Bor, iv. 182. Hoofd, iv. 150. 
« Jean de Grutere MS. Extraits de M. 
Gachet. 

7 Hoofd, 160. 

8 Jean do Gnitere MS. Extraits de M. 
Gachet. » Ibid. 

10 Correspondance de Philippe II., i. 631* 
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//.;. l,.h'/ .y,!. U.i.r j«:.;t,.' 'J"h«: \j:V.-z, 

u, >.).',../]. /«:.-j.« ':';.. j, ?',:ir,'i it *i::f>.:lt 
V, ".u".l\ hir: j;i'::;;ii;ir;Mi and hia 
li-'i.^li>.y ■■,' »j.-.«:'/f .'4j/i/io;i';iii/i;(trJui;j|ih. 
M..^;^.M:^,, v,;i,t <:'»)«|, AUitt-Ay, and for- 
Jii'l'liii;^, »l,.';/iii,-iii;^ li»:i- la;;.: and inor- 
lilif .iicri iiiidiT a v»:il of Inijicriiil 
l'M«)» ' Alv/i, in a |i:U<t to J'hilijj, 
ili.i nliiii/; l.lm ini.i'i'vii'W, ;uviiircd hin 

' < '•III n|.iiiiiliiii((i ilij J'hlliiiiKi II., i. G31. 

* iHiiiilit, 1, WL 



.: ''i.-Tr: -'. — rri -.Tr^ ' r.«Iu-:c«i- ilie ne- 

: ~j_.i • rrr r. ~ *.: ":•? iIllllle^.i;au ly 
_i iTTiT-i _!. iIt 3: rinoi: ^ e::*es. ITie 
Li.-.. 1 ->-. 1 — -stt.-. ::i:;nr.ed tLe Regent 
/:.: •:.i- i£ "ilrir i^i'-er.T were n-'t within 
:. .- '--z -. r.-iii.-c. Le sL-uId take the 
.1.1 li'.-er:/ if irrr.r.ginjr them with the 
;:".- v.-.-iri-.i-i. wiiL-ut troubling her in 
T^- tie z..:i'.'.r:r. sa.J wuulJ infonu lier of 
:Le resell: of Lis measures at their 
n»rxt ir.t-imiew. which was to take 
pliic..' f n the i'Jth Alienist*. 

Circular letters signed Ly Philip, 
which Alva had brought witli him, 
were now ile^-patched to the different 
niunicijxil Ijixlies of the countiy. In 
theKC the cities were severally- com- 
manded to accept the garrisons, and to 



* Oirroniiondauco dc Philippe II., i. 6u<J. 

« V. du Vynckt, ii. M. » Jlor, iv. 182. 1S3. 

* Curr68i)oudauco do riii]i|)iio 11., 1. C'<i'^ 
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provide for the armies whose active 
services the King hoped would not be 
required, but which he had sent be- 
forehand to prepare a peaceful entrance 
for himself. He enjoined the most 
absolute obedience to the Duke of 
Alva until his own arrival, which was 
to be almost immediate. These letters 
were dated at Madrid on the 28th 
February, and were now accompanied 
by a brief ofiBcial circular, signed by 
Margaret of Parma, in which she an- 
nounced the arrival of her dear cousin 
of Alva, and demanded unconditional 
submission to his authority.^ 

Having thus complied with these 
demands of external and conventional 
propriety, the indignairt Duchess im- 
bosomed herself, in her private Italian 
letters to her brother, of the rage 
which had been hitherto partially sup- 
pressed. She reiterated her profound 
regret that Philip had not yet accept- 
ed the resignation which she had so 
recently and so earnestly offered. She 
disclaimed all jealousy of the supreme 
powers now conferred upon Alva, but 
thought that his Majesty might have 
allowed her to leave the country be- 
fore the Duke arrived with an autho- 
rity which was so extraordinary, as 
well as so humiliating to herself. Her 
honour might thus have been saved. 
She was pained to perceive that she 
was like to furnish a perpetual example 
to all others, who, considering the 
manner in which she had been treated 
by the King, would henceforth have 
but little inducement to do their duty. 
At no time, on no occasion, could any 
person ever render him such services 
as hers had been. For nine years she 
had enjoyed not a moment of repose. 
If the King had shewn her but Httle 
gratitude, she was consoled by the 
thought that she had satisfied her 
€k>d, herself, and the world. She had 
compromised her health, perhaps her 
l^e, and now that she had pacified 
the country, now that the King was 
more absolute, more powerful than 
ever before, another was sent to enjoy 
the fruit of her labours and her suffer- 
ings^* 

> Bor, iv. 183, 184. 

» Bor, iv. 184. Hoofd, iv. 150. 
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The Duchess made no secret of her 
indignation at being thus superseded, 
and, as she considered the matter, out- 
raged. She openly avowed her dis- 
pleasure. She was at times almost 
beside herself with rage. There was 
universal sympathy with her emotions, 
for all hated the Duke, and shuddered 
at the arrival of the Spaniards. The 
day of doom for all the crimes' which 
had ever been committed in the course 
of ages, seemed now to have dawned 
upon the Netherlands. The sword 
which had so long been hanging over 
them, seemed about to descend. 
Throughout the provinces, there was 
but one feeling of cold and hopeless 
dismay. Those who still saw a possi- 
bility of effecting their escape from the 
fated land, swarmed across tiie frontier. 
All foreign merchants deserted the 
great marts. The cities became as 
still as if the plague banner had been 
unfurled on every house-top. 

Meantime the Captain-General pro- 
ceeded methodically with his work. 
He distributed \na troops through 
Brussels, Ghent, Antwerp, and other 
principal cities. As a measm-e of ne- 
cessity and mark of the last humilia- 
tion, he required the municipalities to 
transfer their keys to his keeping. 
The magistrates of Ghent humbly re- 
monstrated against the indignity, and 
Egmont was imprudent enough to 
make himself the mouth-piece of their 
remonstrance, which, it is needless to 
add, was unsuccessful.^ Meantime 
his own day of reckoning had arrived. 

As already observed, the advent of 
Alva at the head of a foreign army 
was the natural coij^equence of all 
which had gone before. The delusion 
of the royal visit was still maintained, 
and the affectation of a possible cle- 
mency still displayed,whLle the monarch 
sat quietly in his cabinet without a 
remote intention of leaving Spain, and 
while the messengers of his accumu- 
lated and long-concealed wrath were 
already descending upon their prey. 
It was the deliberate intention of 
Philip, when the Duke was despatched 
to the Netherlands, that all the leaders 

2 Correspondauce de Philippe II., L 635. 
Strada, i. 298. 
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t,t (lio Aiiii in<{uiKiti<>ii f^rty, ^nd all 
wlf IimI, ;it. Any tiiii*; or in any way, 
iiii|fl»' .it.4'i| tJi<:ifiHi'lvi:H in opjxiHiiion t/> 
Lliti ^;ovtiiini« lit, or in c'^nniire of its* 

1,%tifi'iu\iu^'^, f,|l«iulil 1;*; |»l|t i*} <U*atb. 
L w 1-* il«-t.«iiiiin»-<l that the i»n»vinc'M 
^limilil )i>! i4iilijii^'at^'<l to th<; alMoIute 
<liiiiiiii.tii'fn of tliir <;iiiin<ril of S|Nun, a 
Miiiall luMly of f«»r»M^n»:rH hitting at th« 
• ithii iii'l of Kiiropf, .1 junt-i in which 
N« MMMhintli-iH Wi-n! t*> havo M«) voice 
uiiil i*iMrisi« no inMll•■n<'(^ The ck-rf- 
iiiilii- ^^ifViMiiiM-nt of thn Spanif-li and 
ILoImui |ioHH<-MHionH wiiH lo )m; extended 
to ihi-rti' Klouiinh tiTritorij'ri, which 
wiMi« thiiH to )m* ronvtiHcd into the 
1ipI|i1i'k,* di*)H>nil<'uci(>M tif a/o/r/V/rt and 
nil ii/i.uiinh- rnnni.^ Tljrn' WiW to ])e 
.•^ in or^^anlKiitioii of tlio ln<|uiHiti()n, 
ii|iMii lh« Miuiio footin>; riainu'd for it 
lii'loM' tlu» onlluvak of thn troiiMcH, 
lo^-.tliiM- wilh a n'eiKU'tnu'ut and 
viK."«'»»»« rnfonvtntMit »if the fanmua 
rdiilM ii>',ninNt Ikmvhv." 

Sihh \\.M tlu' m'hotno n'oonuuondod 
l»v (JiiUiM'llo and KHi»in«>sa. and to ]»e 
rMMMiliil I IV .\lv:v,-' Ah i»iut antl jwrcol 
of (his |ilan. It wan also arran^ctl at 
niu'i»<( iiu'oliM^H attho liotirto t»f Knpi- 
no.-.». lu'loro (ho lU'imrturo of the 
l>uK«». (Ii.it nil (ho soipiiorH a;rain«»t 
\\hoiM (III' Pinlir.HM Miu>:!Mvt hadniado 
ni» in;»n;k roniplaintn, o.»<|Kvially the 
rim»M» ol" Orauf'.o. wi(h tho Count** 
l''»'mon(. Uom. and Moop*trnaton, 
lalioiild K» imniodiatoly arro>*tod auvl 
iMou.-ht (o ohastisoniont. Tho Mar- 
ipii I r»,M,iil»oM and tho Ruvn Montigny. 
l>i<nii', .diradN in Sj»;\in. oouKl bo doalt 
with .it jOiMMnv. U was ais*^ tUvidi^l 
(it. it tho »;outionio« !!n]^Uoatisl in tho 
t'ontisl.'ia* \ or *N'".:n»tNMuis«\ slundd at 
oMi o bo jM>Moodid aj^unst for hijrh 
(loa.iMi. \M^lv*M\t any nvai>i t*^ tho 

•iiiil-n iM> ' V,!4 vV»t jsv. aV;V:\v\.''r 

I ,.i.mn' %;i' l'.»,\in:>vviv\:;on .:»• ;■,;».', :,v ,■; . ■,- - 
I. tt \ .•I'lii \\ iUi' i; lMi'\ iv.v.x ;. '.-.NSil-s t\^. 
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prr>niise of pardon granted by the 

DucLcb8. 

The general features of the great 
project having been thus mapped out, 
a few iLidii;i>enriable preliciinaries were 
at once executed. In order that Eg- 

' iiiont, Hum, and other distinguished 
victinm might not take alarm, and thua 
escape the doom deliVjerately arranged 
for them, royal assurances were de- 
Hj»atched U) the Netherlands, cheering 
their despondency and dispelling their 
doubts. With his own hand Philip 
wrote the letter, fidl ef affection and 
confidence, to Egmont, to which allu- 
sion has already been ma*le. He wrote 
it after Alva had left Madrid u|X)n 
his mission of • vengeance. The same 
Ktejvlthy measures were pursued with 
regard to others. The Prince of Orange 
Wiuj not ca])able of falling int^) the 
n)yal trap, however cautiously bated. 
Unf<»rtuiiately he could not communi- 
cate hia wisd(jm to his friends. 

It is dithcult to comprehend so very 
i«anguine a temperament as that to 
whicli Kgmont owed his destruction. 
It was not the Prince of Orange alone 
wlm IkmI prophesied his doom. Warn- 
ings had come to the Count from every 
quarter, and they were now fretjueut- 
ly ro|K\ited. Certainly he was not 
without anxiety, but he had made his 
tltH-Msion ; determined to believe in the 

j n>yal woixl, juid in the royal gratitude 

I for his services rendered, not only 
against Montmorency and De Thermes, 

! but against the heretics of Flanders. 
Ho was. however, much changed. He 
hail gn^wn prematurely ohL At forty- 
six y oan? his hair was white, and he never 

* slopt without pistols under his pillow.* 
Novertholesa he affected, and some- 
tituos felt, a light-heartodness which 

M;vost6 ot en la ivlijrion (.Whnlii)ue. Et que 
".o l">i:o viAive f.it cnvove jn^nr chef par vou- 
w". .i;; C*r iir.ai ?';:iit«>a t-: ni .t^cdLo.lnul 
■if G "»'*.ei".», oi»r.imo il e>t Obavz appAni par 
f\>w*u,:.'> l-ttt\f i>cr,i4i» en t-e tcin{« li ik vc-s 
arn->. ct tout vxvy est aus-y selon la f.n.j- 

is, I 4.,.«»i.i>. S\ir le Siv. nd scavoir lea 

r.vt::> et rai:*.-:-.* qva er. t\iX e>ie pour jier- 
*;:.'. :er .lu Koy de ."tiiTi-vir. i.c j-uia liire 
SkW tiv »:n-n que ieurscml-iojt >«lonquej*ay 
i>ni cMendrc que le Koy |v»r ce w.>jnn t4 
*i..V. •*.,.' t'airt uiMflvi JCiijr I.: rk.»tabl:r la ivli- 
»::.r. i\itholiouc." — Ci.4.rc»:ou> of Dei R.o. 
< tirv-on T. iVaist., Archives^ cux :5u|'jl^ 
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Burprised all around him. The Portu- 
guese gentleman Robles, Seigneur de 
Billy, who had returned early in the 
summer from Spain, whither he had 
been sent upon a confidential mission 
by Madame de Parma, is said to have 
made repeated commimications to 
Egmont as to the dangerous position 
in which he stood.^ Immediately 
after his arrival in Brussels he had 
visited the Count, then confined to his 
house by an injury caused by the fall 
of his horse. "Take care to get 
well very fast," said De Billy, "for 
there are very bad stories told about 
you in Spain." Egmont laughed 
heartily at the observation, as if no- 
thing could well be more absurd than 
such a warning. His friend — for De 
BUly is said to have felt a real attach- 
ment to the Count — persisted in his 
prophecies, telling him that " birds in 
the field sang much more sweetly than 
those in cages," and that he would do 
well to abandon the coimtry before the 
arrival of Alva.^ 

These warnings were repeated al- 
most daily by the same gentleman, 
and by others, who were more and 
more astonished at Egmont's infatua- 
tion. Nevertheless, he had disregarded 
their admonitions, and had gone forth 
to meet the Duke at Tirlemont. Even 
then he might have seen, in the cold- 
ness of his first reception, and in the 
disrespectful manner of the Spanish 
soldiers, who not only did not at first 
salute him, but who miumured audi- 
bly that he was a Lutheran and traitor, 
that he was not so great a favourite 
with the government at Madrid as he 
desired to be. 

After the first few moments, how- 
ever, Alva's manner had changed, 
while Chiappin Vitelli, Gabriel de 
Serbelloni, and other principal offi- 
cers, received the Count with great 
courtesy, even upon his first appear- 
ance. The grand prior, Ferdinando 
de Toledo, natural son of the Duke, 
and already a distinguished soldier, 
seems to have felt a warm and un- 
affected friendship for Egmont, whose 

» Fontus Payen MS. » Ibid. 

* Correflipondance 4e PhUippo II., 1 674. 

« Pontus Pajeu MS. » Ibid. 
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brilliant exploits in the field had ex- 
cited his youthful admiration, and of 
whose destruction he was, neverthe- 
less, compelled to be the imwilling 
instrument.^ For a few days, accord- 
ingly, after the arrival of the new 
Governor-General, all seemed to be 
going smoothly. The grand prior and 
Egmont became exceedingly intimate, 
passing their time together in ban- 
quets, masquerades, and play,'* as 
joyously as if the merry days which 
had succeeded the treaty of Cateau 
Cambresis were returned. The Duke, 
too, manifested the most friendly dis- 
positions, taking care to send him 
large presents of Spanish and Italian 
fruits, received frequently by the go- 
vernment couriers.^ 

Lapped in this fatal security, Eg- 
mont not only forgot his fears, but 
unfortunately succeeded in inspiring 
Count Horn with a portion of his con- 
fidence. That gentleman had still 
remained in his . solitary mansion at 
Weert, notwithstanding the artful 
means which had been used to lure 
him from that " desert." It is singu- 
lar that the very same person who, 
according to a well-informed Catholic 
contemporary, had been most eager 
to warn Egmont of his danger, had 
also been the foremost instrument for 
effecting the capture of the Admiral. 
The Seigneur de Billy, on the day 
after his arrival from Madrid, had 
written to Horn, telling him that the 
King was highly pleased with his ser- 
vices and character. De Billy also 
stated that he had been commissioned 
by Philip to express distinctly the 
royal gratitude for the Count's con- 
duct, adding that his Majesty was 
about to visit the Netherlands in 
August, and would probably be 
preceded or accompanied by Baron 
Montigny.^ 

AlVa and his son Don Ferdinando 
had soon afterwards addressed letters 
from Gerverbiller (dated 26th and 
27th July) to Coimt Horn, filled with 
expressions of friendship and confi- 
dence.^ The Admiral who had sent 

« Foppens. Suppl. ^ Strada, ii. 653, sqq. 
7 Correspondauce de Philippe II., i. 503, 
note. 
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cue of hU gentktneti to greet ihe 
Dukeji now reapcmtled f rotn Weert tliJvt 
La was verj sens^ibl^ of the kindiiiL^ea 
m&nifesteil towards liim., but that fur 
reafiona which his aecretary^ Alonzo d& 
la Lcx)^ would more fiUly oommmii- 
catB, lie Euuat fur the present b^ to 
be exGiiaQcl from &■ p^raooal Tistt to 
Bmsftule, The e^cretary waa received 
by AlvA with esrtrBme cotirtefty.^ The 
I>uke ex^^rfiiSiged infinite pain that the 
King had not yet rewarded Crjunt 
Mom's servieee acoerdiDg to their 
m«rit, said that a year before he bad 
told his brother Montigny how very 
much he was the Admirara friend^ 
ftt)d l^eg^ed La Loo to tell his muster 
that he Hhould not doubt the royoL 
genero&ity and gratitude. The Go- 
re mor fiddedj that if he coiild see the 
Count in person he could tell him 
thinga which would ple^e him, and 
which would prove that he h/iwi not 
been forgotten by bia frlcnda. La 
Loo had afterward a long conversa- 
tion with tlitj Duke*s secretary, Al- 
bornoz, who aaaured him that hia 
master had the greatest ofTeuilaD for 
Coimt Ham, and that smoa bia affaira 
were bo much embarragaed, he might 
easily he provided with the post of 
governor at Milan, or Viccrcjy ^t Naples, 
about to ben^me vacank The a^re- 
tary added, that the Duke was much 
hurt at receiving no Tijjits from many 
difltinguislied noblea whose faithful 
friend and serriiut be wjis, atid that 
Coiuit Horn ought to vifc^it Bnimd\ if 
i>ot to treat of great affairs, at leaat to 
Tiflifc the Captabi-Oenend as a friend. 
" After all Jhia/' eaid honeat Alonzo, 
** I am going immediately to Weertj to 
urge hie lordihipto yield t^ the DuWa 
desires.** ^ 

Thia scientific mana^uvHng, join^^d 
to tlie urgent representations of Eg- 
mont, at last produced its effect. The 
Admirul left hia retirement at Weeit 
to fall into the pit which his enemiea 
liad been eo akilfidly preparuig at 
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I Letter of AIorLxo d& la Loo in Corre- 
B|Hjtidjuic« de Phillppfrll . 1. .Wl, WH, 

3 Ibid. — Comjioro - f ' ' ' ' fn! clvHrniO' 
genuo dii Ci.>nitii do 11 i , yp* 33-^6* 

i '^ Vt.irea 3b jnur ^ . i-jk^kie Selg- 

nr.nir du i^^tn^gil I'ovoir pir^iivLi u, aiaiit Ma*- 
diim9 fia fommo aouv^ut d<iM±!i\i4 %uq u^ 



Bmaeels. On the might 
September, ;^gmont r^ - =■— ' • 
most significative and : 
tng, A Spaniard, ajir 
cer of ronk^ catae Bec-retly into 
house, and ut^ed hiin solemnly i^ 
effect hifl escape before tlie moiroii 
The Countess, who related the utoii 
afterwards, always believtHi, witlicn!! 
being ccitain, that the niysteri+Tt 
visitor was Julian Romero, manfdiddl 
da camp,* Egmont, however^ ^wath 
nued aa blindly confident aa ^yffnn^, 

On the following day, - f] 

Oi the graud prior, Don I 
gave a magniticent dinner^ 
Egtnont and Horn, together witi 
carmes, the Viscount de QheiJ 
Eoany other noblemen were iuv 
The banquet was enlivened bv t^tl 
muaie of Alva'a own mill 
which the Duke sent to ^ ; 
company. At three o'cloi k 
meaaage begging the gentlemen, aftatj 
their dinner should be coucludai, i 
favour him with their com|Miny at ! 
house (the maisou de Jwmy}, as 
wished to conault them concemiEmt 
plan of the citadel, which he prop 
erecting at Antwerp.* 

At this moment, the grand pni^ 
who was aeated next t^-* I'.Tn.miH 
whiapered in his ear, *' - 
place, Signor County inM; 
the fieetest horae in ytxiir titiibW, 
make your esca^te without a mo\iitmi*^ 
delay* ' Egmont, miieb troubled* anJ ' 
romembcriug the maiufiild prnphfoi** 
and admonitioni whicli be >'-' T r-..-.^^,^] 
by unheeded, rose from th 
went into the next nwjm* 
lowed by Noircarmea miil tw>.' >; 
gentkmm, who had oliBPrt-ed h 
tation, aed were ourifr 
The Count repeated ^ 
terioua words just v. i 
l»y the grand prior, a. 1 
determined to take tli. 
a moment '« delay. "Ha,', CimnU 
claimed Noircormen, ** th> U'^t }*^ 

coptaioe Eflpiumol qii'*>.ii 

Kill lojfla lul coii«.rif' ■■■ 
umiJiduiica da Be> 
innoceuce lo fit n 
FraiMje MSv, it, c. ■. 
V * Fdntua Pay a a M^., book It* 
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glitly aii<3h implicit conSdenoein thia 

tmngci\ who is ootmaelling you to 

our deatruction. What will the Duke 

ilf Alva and oil the Spaniards ESkj of 

nclj a precipitate flight? Will thej 

st>t aay that your Excellency has fled 

^va the coosDiouKuefia of guilt If Will 

ELot your eflcspa be coiutnied Into a 

fcDEifeaaion of high treasont"^ 

If these worJa were reaUy spoken 
* l>y Noircarmea, and that they were so 
we haY* the testimony of a Walloon 
gentleman in constant counmniiGation 
Tsdth Egmont'a friends and with the 
IV bole Cathohe party , t^iejfumiflh ano- 
ther proof of the raaliguaut aiiii cruel 
I- character of the nwrn. The advke 
ced for ever the fate of the vacillating 
aoDt. He h^ rken from table de- 
fined to take the odvi^se of ^ noble- 
ded Spaniard, who had adventured 
\ life to save hia friend. He now re- 
tied in obedience to the covmscl of 
1 fellow-coutitryinan, a Flemish noble, 
to treat the wcll-mejint warning with 
indiSerencCf aud to ^eat hirni^elf again 

I at the last banquet which he waa ever 
jlo grace with \m preaence.^ 
At four o'clock, the dinner being 
finished, Horn and %niont, accompo^ 
nied by the other gontlemeiij proceeded 
io the " Jassy " housflj then occupied 
hy Alva, to take part in the deUbera- 
tionfi propotaed. They were reeeived 
by the Buke with great eourteiiy. Tho 
eiigitieerf Pietro UrbinOj soon appeared 
and laid upon the table a large |i>arch- 
meut containiug the plan and elevation 
^«f the citadel to be erected at Ant- 
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ffsrp.* A warm diacusalon upon the 
mbject Boon aroie^ ESgmout, Horn, 
JiTaiTcarmefl, and otherSj together with 
lie engineera Urbiao and Pacheco^ all 
linking j>art in tlie debate.^ After a 
Ipbort tiiDo, the Duke of Alva left the 
likpajtmcnt; on pretext of a sudden in- 
Idiffpceition, leaving the company still 
oly engaged in their argument.^ 
^e council Xaeted till Dear seven in 
evening. As it broke up, Don 
\ d'Avilft, (mptaiu of the Duke's 
Requested Kgmo tit tt> remain 



( Pnyeii 318. , bcjok If. 
» Ihiit a Ibid. 

• Ibid — Ooraporo Corruapuiidimoa do Phl^ 



for a moment after tbe rBRt, as he h.id 
a communication to make to hun. 
After an insigrnficant rem/Lrk or two, 
the Spanish officer, as soon ii^ the two 
were alone, requested Egmout to sur- 
render his sword* The Count, agitated, 
and notwithstooding everythh^ which 
had gone before, stifl taken by surprise, 
scarcely knew what reply to make,*^ 
Don t^ancho repeated that he had been 
cornnii^^it^ned to arreist Mm, and again 
demanded his sword. At the eame 
momeut the dooi^ of the adjacent 
apartment were opened, and, Egmont 
saw himself surroiuided by a eomp^iy 
of Spanish musqueteeti and balberd- 
men. Fiuding himself thti« entrapped^ 
he gave up Im sword, eaying bitterlj, 
as he did ao^ that it ho^J at least ren- 
d^ed Borne eenice to the King* in 
time» which were past. He was then 
conducted to a chamber, in the upper 
storey of the house, where his tempo- 
rary priaon had Wen arranged. The 
windows were barricaded, the daylight 
cxeliidGd, the whole apartment hung 
with black. Here he remained four^ 
teen day.^ (from the Dth to 23d Sep- 
ta tuber). During this period, he was 
aUowed no communicatifm with his 
friends, H is roc m w?is 1 ightetl day and 
night with ciindles, and he w&a eervod 
in strict silence by Spanish attendants, 
and guard^ by Spanish soldiers. The 
captain of the watch drew his curtain 
every midnight, nnd aroused him from 
sleep that he might be identified by 
the relieving officer.^ 

Count Hurn was arrested upon the 
Siime occasion by Captain Salinas, (^ 
be was proceeding through the court- 
yard of the houae, after the breaking 
up of the council. Hewaa confined in 
another chamber of the mansion, and 
met with a precisely similar trcatmant 
to that experienced by Egmont Upon 
the 23d September both were removed 
under a ato-ong ^ard to the Castle of 
Ghent.8 

On this Kime day, two ether impor- 
tant arreBts^ included and arranged in 
the same programme, had been sue* 

* CorreBitoni lance tje PhilippB ll^iThiK^ 

T J'ontua Payoej M3. 

■ Ibid— Omitiiiro Dor, \^. \U ; Hoofd, I v. 
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CitHHUiWy accompl'iBliecL Kikkerzeel, | theCaptain-GreDeralof theXetheriaada 

Ifiiviitti tiud confidential Becretary of i haxl arranged the whole plan, and wlien 
igin«*nt, and Ant<my Van Straalen, all, from subaltern to viceror, had re- 



tiic rich and intiimntianmrgomasterof 
Antwerp, were taken alnu)«t Hinmltane- 
oiiiiiy.^ At the retiuent of Alva, the 
iMir^ronjOHter luul been invited by the 
DiicheHH t)f Purnm to repair on buniness 
to Ih'UHHebi. He Hcenietl to have feared 
an anibuHcide, for an he got into his 
co.Mjh to set forth upon the journey, 
he wiui HO niutile<l in a multiplicity of 
clothing, tliat he was HWirccly to be 
recogniHed.'-' He was no sooner, how- 
ever, in the o\Hin country, and upon a 
spot remote from human habitations, 
than he was suddenly beset by a band 
of forty Hohliers under command of 
]Jon Alberic Lodron and Don Sancho 
de Lodrofio.'* 'J'hese ofHcers had been 
watching his niovements for many days. 
'I'he capture of Hakkerzeel was accom- 
])liHhiMi with e<iual adroitness at about 
the same ho\u'. 

Alva, while he sat at the council 
board with Kgmont and Horn, was 
secretly informed that those important 
pei-sonages, Hakkerzeel and Straalen, 
with the private secretary of the Ad- 
miral, Alonzo de la Loo, in addition, 
h:ul been thus succeasfuUy arrested. 
He could with difiiculty conceal his 
satisfaction, and left the apartment 
immediately, thiit the trap might be 
s])rung upon the two principal victims 
of his treachery. He had himself ar- 
ranged all the details of these two im- 
j)ortant arrests, while his natural son, 
the Prior Don Ferdinando, had been 
compelled to superintend the proceed- 
ings."* The plot had been an excellent 
j)lot, and was accomplished as success- 
fully as it had been sagaciously con- 
ceived. None but Spaniards had been 
employed in any part of the affair.'' 
Officers of high rank in his Majesty's 
army had performed the part jof spies 
and policemen with much adroitness, 
nor was it to be expected that the duty 
would seem a disgrace, when the Prior 
of the Knights of Saint John was 
superintendent of the operations, when 

1 Pontus Payen MS., i. 637, 688. 
« Strada, i. V99. 

* Corretiponduuce do Philippe II., i., ubi 
sup. 



ceived minute mBtru<]|ions aa to the 
contemplated treachery from the great 
chief of the Spanish police, who Baton 
the throne of Castile and Aragon. 

No sooner were these gentlemen in 
custoily than the secretary Albomo 
was despatched to the house of Count 
Horn, and to that of Bakkerzeel, where 
all papers were immediately seized, 
inventoried, and placed in the hands 
of the Duke.* Thus, if amid the most 
secret communications of Egmont and 
Horn or their correspondents, a single 
treasonable thought should be lurking, 
it was to go hard but it might be 
twisted into a cord strong enough to 
strangle them all. 

The Duke wrote a triumphant letter 
to his Majesty that very night. He 
apologised that these important cap- 
tures had been deferred so long, but 
stated that he had thought it desirable 
to secure all these leading personages 
at a single stroke. He then narrated 
the masterly manner in which the 
operations had been conducted. Cer- 
tainly, when it is remembered that the 
Duke had only reached Brussels upon 
the 23d August, and that the two 
Counts were securely lodged in prison 
on the 9th of September, it seemed a 
superfluous modesty upon his part 
thus to excuse himself for an apparent 
delay. At any rate, in the eyes of the 
world and of posterity, his zeal to carry 
out the bloody commands of his master 
was sufficiently swift. 

The consternation was universal 
throughout the provinces when the 
arrests became known. Egmont's 
great popularity and distinguished ser- 
vices placed him so high above the 
mass of citizens, and his attachment to 
the Catholic religion was, moreover, so 
well known, as to make it obvious that 
no man could now be safe, when men 
like him were in the power of Alva 
and his myrmidons. The animosity to 
the Spaniards increased hourly.'' The 



* Ibid —Compare Hoofd, iv. 161. Strada, 
i. 299. 
» Correspondance de Philippe 11., i. 638. 
« Ibid. 7 £or. iv. 185. 
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Duchess affected indignation^ at the 
arrest of the two nobles, although it 
nowhere appears that she attempted 
a word in their defence, or lifted, at 
any subsequent moment, a finger to 
save them. She was not anxious to 
wash her hands of the blood of two 
innocent men; she was only offended 
that they had been arrested without 
her permission. The Duke had, it is 
true, sent Berlaymont and Mansf eld to 
give her information of the fact, as 
soon as the capture had been made, 
with the plausible excuse that he pre- 
ferred to save her from all the respon- 
sibility and all the unpopularity of the 
measure.* Nothing, however, could 
appease her wrath at this and every 
other indication of the contempt in 
which he appeared to hold the sister 
of his sovereign. She complained of 
his conduct daily to every one who 
was admitted to her presence. Her- 
self oppressed by a sense of personal 
indignity, she seemed for a moment 
to identify herself with the cause of 
the oppressed provinces. She seemed 
to imagine herself the champion of 
their hberties, and the Netherlanders, 
for a moment, to participate in the 
delusion. Because she was indignant 
at the insolence of the Duke of Alva 
to herself, the honest citizens began to 
give her credit for a sympathy with 
their own wrongs. She expressed her- 
self determined to move about from 
one city to another, until the answer 
to her demand for dismissal should 
arrive.* She allowed her immediate 
attendants to abuse the Spaniards in 
good sot terms upon every occasion. 
Even her private chaplain permitted 
himself, in preaching before her in the 
palace chapel, to denounce the whole 
nation as a race of traitors and ravish- 
ers, and for this offence was only re- 
primanded, much against her will, by 
the Duchess, and ordered to retire for 
a season to his convent.^ She did not 
attempt to disguise her dissatisfaction 
at every step which had been taken by 
the Duke. In all this there was much 
petulance, but very little dignity, while 



1 Strada, i 801. 

2 Bor, iv. 185. Sirada, i. 800, 801. 

* Correspondance de Fhilipi)e II., i. 681. 



there was neither a spark of real sym- 
pathy for the oppressed millions, nor 
a throb of genuine womanly emotion 
for the impending fate of the two 
nobles. Her principal grief was, that 
she had pacified the provinces, and that 
another had now arrived to reap the 
glory; but it was difficult, while the 
unburied bones of many heretics were 
still hanging, by her decree, on the 
rafters of their own dismantled 
churches, for her successfully to enact 
the part of a benignant and merciful 
Regent. But it is very true that the 
horrors of the Duke's administration 
have been propitious to the fame of 
Margaret, and perhaps more so to that 
of Cardinal GranveUe. The faint and 
struggling rays of humanity which 
occasionally illumined the course of 
their government, were destined to be 
extinguished in a chaos so profound 
and dark, that these last beams of 
light seemed clearer and more bounti- 
ful by the contrast. 

The Count of Hoogstraaten, who 
was on his way to Brussels, had, by 
good fortune, injured his hand through 
the accidental discharge of a pistol. 
Detained by this casualty at Cologne, 
he was informed, before his arrival at 
the capital, of the arrest of his two dis- 
tinguished friends, and accepted the 
hint to betake himself at once to a 
place of safety.** 

The loyalty of the elder Mansfeld 
was beyond dispute even by Alva. 
His son Charles had, however, been 
imprudent, and, as we have seen, had 
even affixed his name to the earliest 
copies of the Compromise. He had 
retired, it is true, from aU connexion 
with the confederates, but his father 
knew well that the yoimg Count's 
signature upon that famous document 
would prove his death-warrant, were 
he found in the country. He there- 
fore had sent him into Germany be- 
fore the arrival of the Duke.* 

The King's satisfaction was un- 
bounded when he learned this impor- 
tant achievement of Alva, and he 
wrote immediately to express his ap- 

* Ibid. 

» Bor. iv. 185. 

« Ibid, Corresp. de Philippe 11., L 647* 
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probation in the most extravagant 
teriDB.^ Cardinal Granvelie, on the 

contrary, affected astonishment at a 
course which he had secretly coimselled. 
He assured his Majesty that he had 
never believed Egmont to entertain 
sentiments oppos^ to the Catholic 
religion, nor to the interests of the 
cro>\Ti, up to the period of his own de- 
parture from the Netherlands. He 
was persuaded, he said, that the Count 
had been abused by others, althouffh, 
to he 9ure, the Cardinal had learned with 
regret wftat Egmont had written on the 
occasion of the baptism of Count Uoog- 
straaten's child. As to the other per- 
sons arrested, he said that no one re- 
gretted their fate. The Cardinal 
added, that he was supposed to be him- 
self the instigator of these captwres, but 
that he was not disturbed by that, or 
by other imputations of a similar 
nature.*'' 

In conversation with those about 
him, he frequently expressed regret 
that the Prince of Orange had been 
too crafty to be caught in the same 
net in which his more simple com- 
panions were so inextricably entangled. 
Indeed, on the first arrival of the news, 
that men of high rank had been ar- 
rested in Brussels, the Cardinal eagerly 
inquired if the taciturn had been ta^en, 
for by that term he always charac- 
terised the Prince. Receiving a nega- 
tive reply, he expressed extreme dis- 
appointment, adding, that if Orange 
had escaped, they had taken nobody, 
and that his capture would have been 
more valuable than that of every man 
in the Netherlands.* 

Peter Titelmann, too, the famous 
impiisitor, who, retired from active 
life, was then living upon Philip's 
bounty, and encouraged by friendly 
letters from that monarch,* expressed 
the same opinion. Having been in- 
formed that Egmont and Horn had 
been captured, he eagerly inquired if 
" wis© William " had also been taken. 
He was, of course, answered in the 



* Correspondonoe do Philippe II., i 666. 
> Ibid., 1. 674. 

* Hoofd, iv. 151. Strada, i. SOO. Meteren, 
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negative. " Then will our joy be 
but brief," he observed. " Woe unto 
us for the wrath to como £xx»m. Qter- 
manv." * 

On the 12th July, of this year, 
Philip wrote to Granvelle to inquire 
the particulars of a letter which the 
Prince of Orange, according to a pre- 
rious communication with the Carduial, 
had written to Egmont on the occa- 
sion of the baptism of Count Hoog- 
straaten's child.^ On the 17th of 
August, the Cardinal replied, by set- 
ting the King right as to the error 
which he had committed. The letter, 
as he had already stated, was not 
written by Orange, biU by Egmont, and 
he expressed his astonishment tiiat 
Madame de Parma had not yet sent it 
to his Majesty. The Duchess must 
have seen it, because her confessor had 
shewn it to the person who was Gran- 
velle's informant. In this letter, the 
Cardinal continued, the statement had 
been made by Egmont to the Prince 
of Orange that their plots were discovered, 
that the King was making armaments, 
that they were unable to resist him, 
and that therefore it had become neces- 
sary to dissemble and to accommodate 
themselves as well as possible to the 
present situation, while waiting for 
other circumstances under which to ac- 
complish their designs. Granvelle ad- 
vised, moreover, that Straalen, who 
had been privy to the letter, and per- 
haps the amanuensis, should be forth- 
with arrested.^ 

The Cardinal was determined not to 
let the matter sleep, notwithstanding 
his protestation of a kindly feeling to- 
wards the imprisoned Count. A^inst 
the statement that he knew of a letter 
which amounted to a full confession of 
treason, out of Egmont's own mouth — 
a fact which, if proved, and, perhs^, if 
even insinuated, would be sufficient 
with Philip to deprive Egmont of 
twenty thousand Hves — against these 
constant recommendations to his bub- 
picious and sanguinary master, to ferret 

(Aiirantiua) evasit iion erunt. solida gaadia 
uostra, T88 nobis k bello Germanico." — Pan- 
done sive veniae Hispanice editse Anatomia. 
Prometheo auctore, 1574. 

* Correspondanoe de Philippe 11 . L 564« 
6ia ' Ibid., i. 624. 
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out this document, if it were possible, 
it must be confessed that the church- 
man's va^e and hypocritical expres- 
sions on the side of mercy were very 
little worth. 

Certainly these seeds of suspicion did 
not fall upon a barren soil. Philip 
immediately communicated the infor- 
mation thus received to the Duke of 
Alva, charging him on repeated occa- 
sions to find out what was written, 
either by Egmont, or by Straalen at 
Egmont 8 instigation, stating that such 
a letter was written at the time of the 
Hoogstraaten baptism, that it would 
prolMtbly illustrate the opinions of 
Egmont at that period, and that the 
letter itself, which the confessor of 
Madame de Parma had once had in his 
hands, ought,if possible, to be procured.^ 
Thus the very language used by Gran- 
velle to Philip was immediately repeated 
by the monarch to his representative 
in the Netherlands, at tiie moment 
when all Egmont's papers were in his 
possession, and when Egmont's private 
secretary was imdergoing the torture,^ 
in order that secrets might be wrenched 
from him whieh had never entered his 
brain. The fact that no such letter 
was foimd, that the Duchess hadjaever 
alluded to any such document, and that 
neither a careful scrutiny of papers, 
nor the application of the rack,^ could 
elicit any satisfactory information on 
the subject, leads to the conclusion 
that no such treasonable paper had 
ever existed, save in the imagination 
of the Cardinal. At any rate, it is no 
more than just to hesitate before affix- 
ing a damning char|^ter to a document, 
in the absence of any direct proof that 
there ever was such a document at all. 
The confessor of 3Cadame de Pai^a 
told another person, who told the Car- 
dinal, that either Count Egmont, or 
Burgomaster Straalen by command of 
Count Egmont, wrote to the Prince of 
Orange thus and so. What evidence 
waa^^iis upon which to found a charge 
of high treason against a man whom 
Granvelle .affected to characterise as 
otherwise neither opposed to the Catho- 
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lie religion, nor to the true service of 
the King ? What kind of mercy was 
it on the part of the Cardinal, while 
making such deadly insinuations, to re- 
commend the imprisoned victim to 
clemency ? 

The unfortunate envoys, Marquis 
Berghen and Baron Montigny, had re- 
mained in Spain under close observa- 
tion. Of those doomed victims who, 
in spite of friendly remonstrances and 
of ominous warnings, had thus ven- 
tured into the lion's den, no retreating 
footmarks "were ever to be seeio. Their 
fate, now that Alva had at last been 
despatched to the Netherlands, seemed 
to be sealed, and the Marquis Berghen, 
accepting the augury in its most evil 
sense, immediately afterwards had sick- 
ened imto death. Whether it were 
the sickness of hope deferred, suddenly 
changing to despair, or whether it were 
a stUl more potent and unequivocal 
poison which came to the relief of the 
unfortunate nobleman, will perhaps 
never be ascertained with certainty."* 
The secrets of those terrible prison- 
houses of Spain can never perhaps be 
accurately kuown, imtil the grave gives 
up its dead, and the buried crimes of 
cepturies are revealed. 

It was very soon after the departure 
of Alva's fleet from Carthagena, that 
the Marquis Berghen felt his end ap- 
proaching. He sent for the Prince of 
Eboli, with whom he had always main- 
tained intimate relations, and whom he 
believed to be his disinterested friend. 
Relying upon his faithful breast, and 
trusting to receive from his eyes alone 
the pious drops of sympathy which he 
required, the dying noble poured out 
his long and last complaint. He charged 
him to tell the man whom he would no 
longer call his king, that he had ever 
been true and loyal, that the bitterness 
of having been constantly suspected, 
when he was conscious of entire fidelity, 
was a sharper sorrow than could be 
lightly believed, and that he hoped the 
time would come when his own truth 
and the artifices of his enemies would 
be brought to light. He closed his 
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parting message by predicting that after 
he had been long laid in the grave, the 
impeachments against his character 
would be at last, although too late, re- 
tracted.^ 

So spake the tmhappy envoy, and 
his friend replied with words of con- 
solation. It is probable that he even 
ventured, in the King's name, to grant 
him the liberty of returning to his 
home ; the only remedy, as his physi- 
cians had repeatedly stated, which could 
possibly be applied to his disease. But 
the devilish hypocidsy of Philip, and 
the abject perfidy of Eboli, at this 
juncture, almost surpass belief. The 
Prince came to press the hand and to 
close the eyes of the dying man whom 
he called his friend, having first care- 
fully studied a billet of rnost minute 
and secret instrbctions from his master 
as to the deportment he was to observe 
upon this solemn occasion and after- 
wards. This paper, written in Philip's 
own hand, had been delivered to Eboli 
on the very day of his visit to Berghen, 
and bore the superscription that it was 
not to be read nor opened till the mes- 
senger who brought it had left his pre- 
sence. It directed the Prince, if it 
should be evident that the Marquis 
was past recovery, to promise him, in 
the King's name, the permission of re- 
turning to the Netherlands. Should, 
however, a possibility of his surviving 
appear, Eboli was only to hold out a 
hope that such permission might even- 
tually be obtained. In case of the 
death of Berghen, the Prince was im- 
mediately to confer with the Grand 
Inquisitor and with the Count of Feria, 
upon the measures to be taken for his 
obsequies. It might seem advisable, 
in that event, to exhibit the regret 
which the King and his ministers felt 
for his death, and the great esteem in 
which they held the nobles of the 
Netherlands. At the same time, Eboli 
was further instructed to confer with 
the same personages as to the most effi- 
cient means for preventing the escape 
of Baron Montigny ; to keep a vigilant 

1 Strada, i. 290. 

2 Correspoudance de Philippe II., i. 672. 
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eye upon his movements, and to give 
general directions to governors and to 
postmasters to intercept his flight, 
should it be attempted Finally, in 
case of Berghen's death, the Prince was 
directed to despatch a special messen- 
ger, apparently on his own responsi- 
bility, and as if in the absence and 
without the knowledge of the King, 
to inform the Duchess of Parma of the 
event, and to urge her immediately to 
take possession of the city of Bergen- 
op-Zoom, and Of all other property be- 
longing to the Marquis, until it should 
be ascertained whether it were not 
possible to convict him, after death, of 
treason, and to confiscate his esta^ 
accordingly.* 

Such were the instructions of Philip 
to Eboli, and precisely in accordance 
with the programme was the horrible 
comedy enacted at the deathbed of 
the envoy. Three days after his part- 
ing interview with his disinterested 
friend, the Marquis was a corpse.* Be- 
fore his limbs were cold, a messenger 
was on his way to Brussels, instruct- 
ing the Regent to sequestrate his pro- 
perty, and to arrest, upbn suspicion of 
heresy, the youthful kinsman and niece, 
who, by the will of the Marquis, were to 
be united in marriage, and to share his 
estate.* The whole drama, beginning 
with the death-scene, was enacted ac- 
cording to order. Before the arrival 
of Alva in the Netherlands, the pro- 
perty of the Marquis was in the hands 
of the Government, awaiting the con- 
fiscation,* which was but for a brief 
season delayed; while on the other 
hand. Baron Montigpy, Berghen's com- 
panion in doom, who was not, how- 
ever, so easily to be carried off by 
home-sickness, was closely confined in 
the alcazar of Segovia, never to leave 
a Spanish prison alive.® There is 
something pathetic in the delusion in 
which Montigny and his brother, the 
Count Horn, both indulged, each be- 
lieving that the other was out of 
harm's way, the one by his absence 
from the Netherlands, the other by hiir 

* Correspondimoe de Philippe II.. i. 647- 
690 ; Strada, i 291 ; and note of Oachard. 

« Hoofd, iv. 172, 173. Correspoudance de 
Philippe U., i. H6, 6»1, 6(36. 
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absence from Spain, wliile both, in- 
volved in the same meshes, were ra- 
pidly and surely approaching their f ate.^ 
In the same despatch of the 9th 
September, in which the Duke com- 
municated to Philip the capture of 
Egmont and Horn, he annoimced to 
him his determination to establish a 
new court for the trial of crimes com- 
mitted during the recent period of 
troubles.* This wonderful tribimal 
was accordingly created with the least 
possible delay. It . was called the 
Council of Troubles, but it soon ac- 
quired the terrible name, by which it 
will be for ever known in history, of 
the Blood-CounciL* It superseded all 
other institutions. Every court, from 
those of the municipal magistracies up 
to the supreme councils of the pro- 
vinces, were forbidden to take cog- 
nisance in future of any cause grow- 
ing out of the late troubles.* The 
Council of State, although it was not 
formally disbanded, fell into complete 
desuetude, its members being occasion- 
ally summoned into Alvas private 
chambers in an irregular manner, while 
its principal functions were usurped 
by tiie Blood-CounciL Not only citi- 
zens of every province, but the muni- 
cipal bodies, and even the sovereign 
provincial estates themselves, were 
compelled to plead, like humble indi- 
viduals, before this new and extraordi- 
Tiary tribimal^ It is unnecessary to 
allude to the absolute violation which 
was thus committed of all charters, 
laws, and privileges, because the very 
creation of the coimcil was a bold and 
brutal proclamation that those laws 
and privileges were at an end. The 
constitution or maternal principle of 
this suddenly erected court was of a 
twofold nature. It defined and it pun- 
ished the crime of treason. The defi- 
nitions, couched in eighteen articles, 
declared it to be treason to have de- 
Hvered or signed any petition against 

1 Vide DMuction de I'lnnocence du Comte 
de Homes, pp. 208, 204, 
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the new bishops, the Inquisition, or 
the edicts ; to have tolerated public 
preaching imder any circumstances; 
to have omitted resistance to the im- 
age-breaking, to the field-preaching, or 
to the presentation of the Request by 
the nobles, and " either through sym- 
pathy or surprise" to have asserted 
that the King did not possess the right 
to deprive sdl the provinces of their 
liberties, or to have maintained that 
this present tribunal was bound to re- 
spect in any manner any laws or any 
charters.* In these brief and simple, 
but comprehensive terms, was the 
crime of high treason defined. The 
pimishment was still more briefly, 
simply, and comprehensively stated, 
for it was instant death in aH cases.^ 
So well, too, did this new and terrible 
engine perform its work, that m less 
than three months from the time of 
its erection, eighteen hundred human 
beings had suffered death® by its sum- 
mary proceedings ; some of the high- 
est, the noblest, and the most virtuous 
in the land among the number; nor 
had it then manifested the slightest in- 
dication of faltering in its dread career. 

Yet, strange to say, this tremendous 
court, thus established upon the ruins 
of all the ancient institutions of the 
country, had not been provided with 
even a nominal authority from any 
source whatever. The ELing had grant- 
ed it no letters patent or charter, nor 
had even the Duke of Alva thought it 
worth while to grant any commissions, 
either in his own name or as Captain- 
General, to any of the members com- 
posing the board.® The Blood-Council 
was merely an informal club, of which 
the Duke was perpetual president, 
while the other members were all ap- 
pointed by himself. 

Of these subordinate councillors, two 
hadtheright of voting,subject, however, 
in all cases, to his final decision, while the 
rest of the number did not vote at all.^^ 

? \bootd, Bor, ubi sup. Meteren. 

8 Brandt, Hist, der Ref., i. 468. Bor, iv. 
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letters cited from Alva^ 14th September 



354 



The Rm of the Dutch RepMic 



It had not, therefore, in any sense, the 
character of a judicial, legislative, or 
executive tribunal, but was purely a 
board of advice by which the bloody 
labours of the Diuce were occasionally 
lightened as to detail, while not a 
feather's weight of power or of respon- 
sibility was removed from his shoul- 
ders. He reserved for himself the final 
decision upon all causes which should 
cume before the council, and stated his 
motives for so doing with grim sim- 
plicity. " Two reasons," he wrote to 
the King, '' have determined me thus 
to limit the power of the tribunal; 
the first that, not knowing its mem- 
bers, I might be easily deceived by 
them; the second, that ike men of law 
only condemn for crimes ichich art 
provedj whereas your Majesty knows 
that affairs of state are governed by 
very different rules from UiC lato% ui&icA 
they have here." ^ 

It being, therefore, the object of the 
Duke to compose a body of men who 
would be of assistance to him in con- 
demning for crimes which could not 
be proved, and in slipping over statutes 
which were noi to be recognised, it 
must be confessed that he was not un- 
fortunate in the appointments which 
be made to the office oi councillors. 
In this task of appointment he had 
the assistance of i^e experieneed Vig^ 
lius.' That learned jurisconsult, with 
characteristic lubrici^, had evaded the 
dangerous honour for himself, but he 
nominated a number of persons, from 
whom the Duke selected his list. The 
sacerdotal robes which he had Jio re- 
cently andiio "craftily^' assumed, fur- 
nished his own excuse, and in his let- 
ters to his faithful Hopper« he repeat- 
edly congratulated hunself upon his 
success in keeping himself -at a dis- 
tance from ^o bloody aad perilous a 
post.' 

It is impossible to look at the con- 
duct of the distinguished Frisian at 
this important juncture without con- 

1567, and from Requesens, 80th December 
1673. 

1 Oachard, Notice, etc., p. 6. — "La otraes 
que letradofl uo sentencian sino ea oasos 

Srobados ; y como V. M. sabe, I09 n^ocios 
B Estado son muy difiereates de las leyes 
que ellos tieDen."^Letter of 9th Sept. 1567. 




tempt Bent only of 
self, his property, and 
he did not hesitate to 
" most illustrious Dolat.* 
denominated him, wiA 
fawning homage.^ WUIe ka 
to dip his own ^Bgam m tke mmaa^ 
blood which was abooft to fli^ m t»> 
rents, he did not object to dKamm it 
the initiatory p rel i mi i Mi m «i At 
great Netherland faoloeaiuL ffii4» 
cent and dainty demaanoar ■bsbi otoi' 
more offensive than the joeDlnil^cl 
the real murderera. GaDBaoai Ait 
no man knew the Iawb and emtoHicI 
the Netherlands better than ImnHll^ 
he had the humble efSbraaterj to ob- 
serve that it was neceoBaiy fior kin tk 
that moment silently to mbmit Ui 
own unskilfulness to the ■up enor 
judgment and knowledge of oUmb.* 
Having at last been relieved from Ihi 
stone of Sisyphus, whieh, as he pbm- 
tively expressed himself, he had hea 
rolling for twenty years; * ha.Tiq^ hf 
the arrival of Tieoiaoq^ obtained hil 
discharge as President of the Slabl 
Council, he was yet not unwiDmg is 
retain the emoluments and the nakcf 
President of the Privy Gooncil, sir 
though both offiees had becoma flne- 
eures smce the erection of the Comdl 
of Blood. Although his life had hea 
spent in administrative and judknl 
employments, he did not hkuah. iqwoa 
matter of constitutional law to 
to the authority of such ji 
as the Duke of Alva and lus two Span- 
ish bloodhounds, Vaiigas and Dfll 
Rio. He did not like, he observed in 
his confidential correspondence, to 
gainsay the Duke, when Tnainfjuiiifigy 
that in cases ot. treason, the privilogai 
oi Brabant were powerless, althdi^ 
he mildly doubted whether the Bn* 
bantines would agree with the doo> 
trine.^ He often thought, he said, of 
remedies for restoring the pruqwrity 
of the provinces, but in action he only 
assisted the Duke, to the best of bii 
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Juan d^ 

Mitiei, m atraagmg tlie Blotni CuutF 
IflL H6 wished well to his counti'y^ 
Imt lie was m«M"« atutious for tho fn- 
'Tontr of AiTa. *' I rejoice^** said be, in. 
<sne of Ms letters^ "thfit the moat illuB- 
tiiotifi Duke baa written to. the Kli^ , 
in praiae of mv obaetpiiQuaneRfl ; when i 
I am cenBured here for ho v^veriently 
eherkhiug- him, it k a consohitiom that 
my eervices Uf th& Eii3|r ^nd to tfas 
goveroar aren&t imiapprecmteti thera.*** 
Indeed^ the Dnke of Aiva^ who had 
origisaUy auapacted the President*^ 
i^u^acier, seemetl at laat overcome by 
Mb indelatigable and cringing homage. 
He wrote to the King, in whose good 
graceis the learned doctor was moat 
anxiaiis at that portetitoiii9 period to 
maintain himaeH, that the Freddent 
wn^ Tery eervieeable and diligetit, u.Bd 
thfit ho deserved to rocoive Ut crumb 
of comfort from the royal hand.* 
Ip, in ^Sonaaque-nco, wrote in one 

bis letters a few linea of ¥sgue com-. 
pUmentt which could be shewn to Vig^ 
IhiB, a^cordlsg to AJva'a anggestion^ 
It ia, however, iwit a littlo cbaracter- 
iitie of ibe Spaniili court and of the 
Spsnifili monarch, that, on the very 
dsy befare, he had aeat to the Captain- 
43«Deral a few docnnienta of very dif- 
lerenl import, hk order, as he said* 

it the puke might be igiiorant of 
BOthm^ which related to the Nether- 
hinda^ he forwarded t^ him copies of 
the letlfira written by Margaret of 
Farma from BmEBela, three years be- 
fore, Tiieae letters, as it will be re- 
collected* oontained an account of the 
fieci^ upTe«itigatioii8 which the Dti- 
tiheaa had made as to the private £h^- 
iiM^r and optniona of VigUite— at the 
▼ery moment when he appajent!y 
Mood highest in her conidence — and 
charged him with heresy, BwindKni;, 
and ^eft. Thus the painstaking Mid 
ttme-serviDg President, with all bis 
leBrnrng and experience, waa lucees^ 
fliTely the dupe of Maigaret and of 
Alya^ whom he so obsequiously court- 

1 VigL ad Hopp., Epiat. 26. | 

> Cofrc4|>oiidiiitofi de Fbilip[» H, L OiT. 
■ Ibid,, i UA, 

* "Ncircanna y Bultmon ino aok* no 

liaji mabusfMliVpst^ roc ptrecc lolian aEsetado 
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ed, ami i^lways o{ Philip, whom he so 
feared and worshipped."* 

With his aeaistanee^ the lif^ of blood* 
councillors was quickly completed. No 
one who was offered the o^ee refufled 
it, Noircamiea and Berlaymont ao-^ 
cepted with very great eaijemeBS^* Sere- 
mi preside uts atid ooundllora of thd 
different proviticial tribunals were ap- 
pointed, but ail the NetberTimders wer& 
men of straw. Two Spaniards, Bel 
Rio and Vargas, were the only mem* 
bers who could vote ; while their deei- 
sions, as already stated, were stibjeet 
to reversal by Alvtw Del Kio wa« Or 
Plan witbout ebaraoter or taleDt, a 
mere tool in the bandi of hia superiorsj 
but Juan de Va^^gaa waa a terribly, 
reality. 

No better man could hsive been 
found in Europe for the poat tii which 
be was thus eleYated^. To shed human 
blood wa*^ in bis opinion, the only im- 
portant business and the only exhila- 
mting pastime of li|e. His youth had 
been stained with, other crimes. He 
hnd been obliged to retire from Sjiain, 
becauftft of his violation of on orphan, 
child to whom he was guardian,* but,^ 
in bis manhood, he found no pleaaura 
but in murder* He executed Alva's 
bloody work with an induBtry which 
was almost miperhunmn, and with ^ 
merriment which would have ishaiaed 
a demon. His execrsble Jests rmg 
through the blood and amoke and 
death-cries of those days of perpetual 
sacrifice. He was proud to be the 
double of the iron-hearted Duke^ and 
acted so imiformly in occorflance wi^^i 
hta views, that the right of revision ro- 
mained but nominal There could bd 
DO po«sibllity of collision where the snb' 
altem was only arcdoua to surpaaa an 
incomparable superior. The figure of 
Vargas risee upon us thrwigb the mist 
of three centuries with terrible dift- 
tinctness. Even his barbarous gram* 
mar has not been forgotteni and Ms 
crim^ against syntax and against lui- 

l€th September iMr j cited in Gacbwd, 
Notice lur le Ooocdl ^e& Ttmihles, p. 1, 
notC'. 

* BcoM, It. 152. S« Ojrrespoiid«iee 
de FbMimw n.. iL ns, nU ftlflo La D&ljjo- 
tion dellnnooenoe du Comfe da Eoma^ 
pp. eO| fii. 
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ir !.•.<■ 'V j*ii»< t*</.ii.'i»»Ai U**: Kj"ii: JMi- 
Fyjii ij.." : 1i /Jfr -J;'. «/^5j'.'jfc, k'i;,ro«Ji r#<'iil 

V>" V'l- •-«:i- 

j '•.•.",/ >;,v ' ij^Jj*-!*! wijO ■«;'>ifi J #<*»*»,•« J 

*yj:'.< -vf Ji«vvitJi: w:»j- lJi«; utiti w}j«;rii 

Ij.* J / ■. i- .t M 'Jf\ I »:■*■]/#,« -l^/j . J j i; W V «'>t 

w. ■ij*'/v'- \.*-i-jjI vi Jj<:Jiriijijy^ but iJj'; 
Jy^j-.* v V \*.i>i,«J ijjijj i«^/ h.'s- «?;ii<'lty. 
J>.i.>^ **.'/rtt/J V, Viii"- r>i*l IjUJ'j i-hawj 

i*; U*« «;.« i '/I'f ;^l^'/JJ)r; iit-hM:]>! W.'iA ru^flJK- 
V^li.t,*- V, 'J.'/rti: is way ii J jr. ;AM>«-njo'/iJ houji* 
i'.i ■■.!*< '/y .;,' jJ l^ii/Ji;, atjrj wij<;n awak'rfj'W 
Jio.". jj.f liijii lu 'ffU-r lh:it )j<; niJt'ljt 
</j^i«.-.- iij 'fl/Uii'fii 'jsi Om; ';;t>i<; t)j<:n 
i^ JviL 'L' "/'.Jt, w;jui wmt V/ rub hm 

C^l./- .:(,«J »/y ' JilJ «;li1. " A«l |/ilii bullllfl, 

wl ]/;;»< i/ ii'un," i" i/t tin: ^tjiJItah with 
hiiii, Vy »Im: i/uU'/Y/n with hJJii,"; with 
j<*i;a1, l«/y'/ii;, hijt iti «-»itir«: i/jtornwu: 
*A \\i* * 'A\,iiy'n uiiitti'. f/t th<; ifji'.ritM of 
lij«. ' :«-•;. )iJa V/jt«', tjat<JI.'ilJy 'ijiiturU^l 
IJjuJjjti ij-jftl/fUi'lV. wukilipri^jd Nl'i<:l;iri^ 
\f/'lli: Wi'ii: Itiii'.l! iih>»</lh'tfl witli thlH 

Jjajj;/f/j.-iii'R Vi'iik, itioni ih:in onc) oini- 
ij'yiii-iy trij/M ftwil hi-riioj«<! Ui hiiij, Uiat 
Jjtr, yJj'/K<: iii-..'Mi ;ui<l h<:aft w<tn; tiiUM <;n- 
^i'/«:n<-<l with >.h<; |/if;h<;t, Ifiiji^ht Hot OTifj 
<l;ty *:',tiiii to h;u»;< upon it hiniH^ilf ; a 
//iooiuy i/ioj/)j«:':y wiii'sb the future 
lijofctt-^nihiy UmU'A,^ 

'I'Uti (;oiiii<;iJ (4 HUmh\, thuH coiiHti- 
UiUui, h'rld iUi firht M'MHioii on the 20th 
Hi'.\iUui\H:t', ni the lorlf^ini^ of Alva.^ 
K|iriii^iii^, <;/>tfi{«letely ^rowii and tinned 
ifithet^ietli from the h<;ail of ItH inventor, 
the new trihiin;il at the very ontHot 
in poKH<;»Mion of all itH v'lt^ouv forth' 
witii l;e^^in to nianifeKt a ttrrihh) acti- 
vity in m^cjnipliHhing tlioi^hjnetHof it«i 
iiXiHUuuAi. 'rhecowiii:illorHhavin(( Ijeen 
HWorn ti) " <:ternai H<!i:re<;y 4h U) any- 
tliing wliichHhouid 1h; tntnHactfjd at the 
hoard, and liaving likewiHe iruule oath 
to d<;nouii<u3 any one of their numlxjr 
who HhouM violate the jilwlge/' the 




AJvawfrrkai^i 

Jt inaT 'rjh 'rjrLrr^ _^ 

nat*« vrt:* ii.- !r.«rwx. ind ^***^ 
offio* prov« i'. Buecnre. oaf 
kU^ijT*, hf.v?^^. ■^'srs act awa*" 
l^ij-'S'i by aLti-.:ii3e«i 5^'™.^ A* aa 
Kujjreuj*? and ".^7 "sviTinai. nur al ™ 
NetJjerkn-ia Lhi nii- sj 
auth'jnty jhvt li _ 
Oeiifrral, vj it wi* ilso :ihi:iiah£ i 
of KujATer^'i-iT:-- v Mahiai. i «t * 
ruleh and t^rirfn -nic. « TifffaB ae !■• 
iul in le« iz^':^ezAZs',^EZ io^nrB, Tsb 
f'jnriH of prx«*»iir:r w^ "dc« «* 
artlewi- ITiere 'bti* & rate -iraain* 
tion by which i -rrrwii it ff.nuna- 



uuAiHn, iifiXiTx'4 u 
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» V. fl. Vyiicjtt, ii. 75, 76, 77; linuvlt, I. 
4fift, 4W; Hoiiluiil, p. r,; iliKiM, 162. " Thg 
U';r«;ii<3« fluNttoy<:d tho tcnipIoA, tho kwkI 
nicu did nothiiiK to provent it, tliorofuro 
i\uiy hlioiilil all bu huiiKOfi" 

1 Uoofd, xiv. CU4. Bmudt, 404. 



eounciJ, were sTjea^i -.-eraie priraseir 
wh'/wj biu«iiieaft "Brae v.- ci-.-dact iaDJfaa- 
tion wrjcemin? all r^fracoa wii mzBBB 
J>«; incriifiinavrd f .r rar^i-nian^a a 
tlie recent trouilns." Tte zreia 
crime, however, wm w be rkiu icd 
one which coTiId be expiaM*! by d> 
virtues, however rlznaL^^ Ai*a ** 
U;nt upfjn proving Limaelf u acci:a- 
jdiHhe*! a financier as he was iadisw* 
ahjy a oniniminate commaimer. ffii 
he ha/1 prfjmige'l his master an amral 
income of 500,000 ducata from the cot 
fiHcationB which were to accompany 
the executions/' 

It was necessary that the^blooil tor 
rent should flow at once through th« 
Nethei lands, in order that the pp> 
misefl gf^lden river, a yard deep, ae- 
c^jnling X/> his vaunt,' should begin m 
irrigate the thirsty soil of Spain. It 
is obvious, from the fundamental lawB 
which were made to define treason at 
the same moment in which they estab- 
I lished the council, that any man might 
lx$ at any instant summoned to the 
c<^urt. Every man, whether innocent 
or guilty, whether Papist or Protestant, 
felt his Iiead shaking on his shoulders, 
if he were wealthy, there seemed no 
remedy but flight, which was now at 
mcjst im{)ossible, from the heavy pen- 
alties affixed by the new edi ct upon all 

» Gftchard. Notice, etc., 9. 

* I]»id., 10. » Ibid., 14. 

« Ibid., 22. — Conipjire Bnmdt. i. 475; 
Muturen. 20; Hoofd, iv.; V. d. Vynckt, ii. 
81, ot alios. 

7 Bnuidt, i. 496. 
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carriers, shipmasters, and waggoners, 
who should aid in the escape of heretics.^ 
A certain number of these commis- 
sioners were particularly instructed to 
collect information as to the treason of 
Orange, Louis Nassau, Bred^ode, Eg- 
mont, Horn, Culemburg, Van den Berg, 
Berghen, and Montigny." Upon such 
information the proceedings against 
those distinguished seigni(H« were to 
be summarily instituted. Particular 
coimcillors of the Court of Blood were 
charged with the arrangement of these 
important suits, but the commissioners 
were to report in the first instance to 
the Duke himself, who afterwards 
returned the paper into the hands of 
his subordinates.^ 

With regard to the inferior and mis- 
cellaneous cases which were daily 
brought in incredible profusion before 
the tribunal, the same preliminaries 
were observed, by way of aping the 
proceedings in courts of justice, ^va 
sent the cart-loads of information which 
were daily brought to him, but which 
neither he nor any other man had time 
to read, to be disponed of by the board 
of councillors. It was the duty of the 
different subalterns, who, as already 
stated, had no right of voting, to pre- 
pare reports upon the cases. Nothing 
could be more summary. Information 
was lodged against a man, or against a 
hundred men, in one document. The 
Duke sent the papers to the coimcil, 
and the inferior councillors reported at 
once to Vargas. If the report con- 
cluded with a recommendation of death 
to the man, or the hundred men in 
question, Vargas instantly approved it, 
and execution was done upon the man, 
or the hutodredmen, within forty-eight 
hours. If the report had any other 
' (xmcluidon, it was immediately sent 

1 Bor, iiL 176, 17«. 

s Gachard, Notice, etc.. 10, 11. 

» Gachard, Notice, etc., 19, 20.—** Eq 
siendo el aviso de condpnaer a muerte se 
decia qtie estaba muj bien y no habia mas 
qne ver; etnpero, si el aviso era de menor , 
pena, no se estaba it lo que alios decian, sine 
tomabase Ik ver el proceso, y decian les sobre 
dlos malas palabi^ y hacian les ruin trata- 
miento," etc. — OflScial document cited by 
If. Oachard in Notice sur le Conseil, etc. 

* Hoofd, iv. Brandt, ix. 

s Bee in particular the " Sententien van 
Alva gezammelt van J. Alarkus," passim; a 
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back for revision, and ther reporters 
were overwhelmed with reproaches by 
the President.* 

Such being the method of operation, 
it may be supposed that the council- 
lors were not allowed to ^acken in 
their terrible industry. The register 
of every city, village, and hamlet 
throughout the Netherlands shewed 
the daily lists of men, women, and 
children thus sacrificed at* the shrine 
of the demon vfho had obtained the 
mastery over this unhappy land.* It 
was not often that an individual wa» 
of sufficient importance to be tried — if 
trial it could be called — by himself.* 
It was found more expeditious to send 
them in batches to the furnace. Thus, 
for example, on the 4th of January, 
eighty-four inhabitants of Valenci^mes 
were condemned; on another day, 
ninety-five miscellaneous individuals, 
from different places in Flanders; on 
another, forty-six inhabitants of Ma- 
lines; on another, thirty-five persons 
from different localities, and so on.^ 

The evening of Shrovttide, a fa- 
vourite holiday in the Netherlands, 
afforded an occasion for arresting and 
carrying off a vaat number of doomed 
individuals at a single swoop.' It was 
correctly supposed that the burghers, 
filled with wine and wassail, to whicH 
periaaps the persecution under which 
they lived lent an additional and hor- 
rible stimulus, might be easily taken 
from their beds in great numbers, and 
be delivered over at once to the coun- 
cil. The plot was ingenious, the net 
waa spread accordingly. Many of the 
doomed were, however, lu<^ly warned 
of the terrible termination which was 
impending over their festival, and be- 
stowed themselves in safety for a 
season. A prize of about five hundred 



work in wfaidi a few thousand sentences of 
death upon n^n and women still iu the 
Netherlands, or of banishment under pain 
of death upon such as had escaped, have 
been collected and published. The sentences 
were given mainly upon the culprits in lots 
or f^angs. — See also the Correspondance de 
Philippe II., ii., passim, and the ** Registro 
des Ccndamnes et Bannis i Cause des 
Troubles des Pays Baa." 3 vols. MS. Brus- 
sels Archives. 

« Hoofd, iv. 167, 168. Meteren, 49. Ga- 
chard, 16, 16. f Hoofd, iv. 167, 168. 
Brandt, i. 471. Bor, iv, 230. Gacbar^ 14. 
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prison era wua all which reworded the 
ragacity of tiie ^Dterprifle.* It is 
needless Vi wM that tliej wetv iisxne* 
dktdf «xeouie^ It ii & wearisome 
2Xk(k ocHoua ta«k to rsDBack the mouldj 
recordij of thr^ oeDtuiiefiiii^f in eider 
to reproduce the ohseure Uttiiiea dt tb« 
thouflaDds who were ihtM aikerificed. 
The demd have buried the-ir dead, and 
are foi^otten^ It ia Ukewiise hardly 
aeceasaij to etate that the procesdiiigs 
before the coimcii were ^ &e parte^ 
and that ^'o. information wa^i edmo«it 
inevitably followed by » d^th-^ar- 
raut. It Aometimee happened ev^^n 
that the m^ of the ctnmcill^/ria out- 
etrippied the industry of the conmiia- 
eionors. The aentenci^ were occor 
sionaliy in advooce of the doc&jet, 
Thua upon one oocaaion a man's caae 
was eolbd for tTial^ hut before the 
jnTSflti^atloTi w«» commeneed it wstii 
dlfloovered that he had been alnsady 
exeoiited. A curBory eJtauLmatioii of 
the paporfi proved^ moreoTiaTf a£ uiua], 
that the culprit hiid commitbeci no 
crime. *^VNo niatter for that/* jsald 
Yai^as^ jocosely, '' if he haaj died inno- 
ceatj it wUl be all the better for him 
when he takea hia trial in the other 
worhi-* 

Butj howercr the oourtnUIorg might 
indulge in the^ gentle jests amoug 
themcelyesj it was obTious that iniio- 
oenee waa in reality iniposaible, aciaird- 
ing to the nilea which had been laid 
down r^ftrding^ treason. The practice 
waa ill accordance with the precept, 
and peraona were daily executed with 
aeneeleBs pretexte, which waa worse 
thaji eiecution& with no pretexba at 
aD, Thus Peter Do Wit of Amater^ 
dam was beheaded, beoause at one of 
the timiulta in that city he had per- 
Btifidcd a rioter ti^C to Jhre upon a 
magistrate, ThiB was taken a# auiE- 
eietit proof that he was a man in au- 
thority among the rebels, aaid he wjia 
aeeordingly put to death.^ Madame 
Juriaeo, who, in 156t>, had struck with 
her slipper a little wooden image of 
the Virgia, together with her maid- 

^ HligM. Brandt, Bar, G«lifltii, ubi 
sup 
J Bmndt, 1. 404, HooM, t» Ifil. 
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aerrant, who had witnessed wftlumt 
denoimcing the crime, were beth 
drowned by the haogmaQ in a liogs- 
head placed on the u^old."* 

Deathi even, did not in all casea 
phue A erimmal beyond the reach of 
the e^LeoutioiiiTp Egbert Meynartzoon, 
a man of high official rank, had been 
condenmed» together with two 
leagues, on an aocuiation of oi^lleQtij 
money in a Lnthetan churt^h. 
died in pria^n of df<tpay. The i 
waa indignant with the phyiai<njuii 
eauee^ in spite of cordiakaxid etfiengtlt ' 
ening prescTi|Hai^«is^ the culprit had 
alipp^ through his fingers before he 
had felt those of the hoi^gmaEL He 
consoled himself by placing^ the bcrdy 
on a chair, and haTing the dead man 
beheaded in company with his. col* 
leagued.^ 

Thua the whole country beoaane • 
chamel-houBC ; the death-bell tolled 
hoisly in every village ; Dot a family 
but wofi called to mourn for ite dtsu-est 
relatives, while the survivors stalked 
listlessly about, the ghosts of their for- 
mer selves, among the wrecks of th^' 
former humea. The spirit of 
tiou, within a few months after 
arrival of Alva, seeemed hop 
broken. The blood of its best i ^ 
bravest had ^eady stained the sca>f* 
fold ; the men to whom it had been 
aocostomed to look for guidance and 
protocfcionj were dead, in prison, nr in 
erile^ SubmiMiou had ceoaed to ^ 
of any availj flight woe imposdibk^, 9 
the spirit of vengeance haid aHghti 
at every &:eeide> The moumen we 
daily about the streeta, for there 
hardly a houee which had not ' 
mack dfiSi:)late, The aoaSbJda, the 
gallows^ the funeral piles, which had 
been sufficient in ordinary times, fur* 
nished now on entirely ioadequaie m^ 
chioery for the inceasaiit executioo 
Columns and stakes in every sti 
the door-poBtfl of private h»>ua^, 
fences in the fields, were laden w 
human oarcadsea. strangled, bume 
beheaded. The orchatdi in the oou 



« Brsndt, i 4S8. Beaul, 43, Hist, 
* Brwidt, 4SS. Basel, $0» «. HoofO, 
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try Ikit^ on tHAtiy ^ trcva the Mdeoui 
fruit of humim bodies.^ 

Thus the NetliOTkodi were cmalied, 
and but iiiv the fftrtngeooy of the 
^^numj which had now dosed their 
emtea^ would hn^e been depopulated. 
The gtaaa beigan to grow in the fltreetft 
of those citiefi wmeh hod reoently 
nouHflhed flo many ortiAuiH. In all 
those great maaulnctiiriiig and indua- 
iiri^ martaj where the tide of human 
UIq bad throbbed aa yigorouBly, there 
ncrw reign ed the eUeQce and the darkneea 
of imdni^l It was ^ this tinie that 
the learned VigMua wrote to hie friend 
Hopper, thjitaUTieneratedthe prudeni^e 
Mid gentlenew of the Duke of Alv^^ 
Such were ttmong the firj^fmita of 
that prudence and that f^entlenoaa. 

The Duchesa of Parma had been 
kept in a continued state of irritation. 
She had not ceased for nmny montbJi 
to demand her releaae from the odioua 
pontion of a cipher in a land where 
ahe had bo ktelj been aoverei^^ and 
and she bod at kat obtuned iL Philip 
tiaosmitted hia a£»»ptaoee of her rt*- 
aignation by the aatne courier who 
brought AIvVb eomtnission to be Go- 
vemor-General in her placa^ The 
letters ti? the Duche^ were full of 
OOtiiretiiiunal complimenta for her post 
serrice^^ accompanied, however, with 
% lees barren and more acceptable mc- 
knowledgmeni, io the ehape of a life- 
income of I4,f500 ducata Inatead of 
the 8000 hitherto enjoyed by her 
Mi^uieee.'* 

In addition to thii! liberal aMow- 
juicie, of whioh she waa never to be 
deprived, except upon receirag full 
payment of 140,000 ducate, fibe was 
presented with 25^000 florins by the 
estates of Brabant, and with ^0,000 by 
those of Flanders.* 

With these aubatantiaJ tokena of the 
■OoeeflB of her nine yeare' fatigue and 
ititolar^blo aniiety, she at kit took 
lier dep&rtore &om the HetherkndB, 

Ihss^tm^ conuB^uueated the disBolutioti 
of her connexioti with the proviuoea 
by a fareweU letter to the estates, 

1 VigL rt4 H.>pp. Ep.p ilvf. «1, 

» OomsaiioudjinraB da Philippe If., 1. fSSS, 

W3, HSO, «tc. * Ibid. 668. Stjradfl, L a(>&, 

t g«v it in Ber, iv. i%% 197. 



dated Oth December 1567 * Withiti 
a few weeks afterwards, escorted by 
the Duke of Alva across the frontier 
of Brabantt attended by a coojiider- 
able deputation of Flemish nobility 
iuto Germany r ami aooompanied to 
her jouTDtiy's end at Pamu by the 
Ck»unt and Counteea of Maoafeldi idie 
flnaltj closed her eventfxd career in the 
Netherlands.^ 

The horrore of the succeeding ad- 
ministration proved beneticial to her 
reputation. Upon the dsj'k ground ol 
succeediiig yeaia the lines which re> 
corded her history seemed written with 
letters of light. Yet her conduct in 
the NetkerbtidB ofiTera but few jxiiinta 
for approbation, and many for indig- 
nant censure. That she was not en- 
tirely destitute of feminine softness 
and sentunents of bounty, her parting 
despatch i^o her bi'other proved. In 
that letter she recommended to him a 
course of clemency and foTgiveness, 
and reminded him that the nenrer 
kings approached to God in stationc 
the more they should endeavour to 
imitate Him in hiA attributes of be- 
nignity,* But the language of this 
fareweU was more tender than had 
been the spirit of her government 
One looks in rain^ toOj through the 
geneml atmosphere of kindness which 
pervades the epistle, fur a special re- 
oommendation of thttse distitiguished 
and doomed seigniors, whoae atteudi- 
ment to her pera<jn and whose chival- 
rous and conscientious endeavours to 
fultil her own orders, had pl^iced them 
U|>on the edge of that precipice from 
which they were shortly to be hurled* 
The men who had restrained her from 
covering h^ielf with diigrace by a 
precipitate r«itreAt from the post of 
danger, and who ha^i imperilltxl their 
lives by obedience to her express in- 
stmctions, bad been long l&ngtiishlng 
in (solitoiy confinement, never to be 
terminated except by a traitor's death 
— yet we search in vain for a kind 
word in their Uehai£ 

Meantitne the second civil war in 
~~s Vigl, sd HoppTTEp. Idv. Comaajujn- 
danc&de FMlippe UL^ ii. 713. 

? VigL ad fiopp. iiv, JtlvL Strada. L 
MJ5, aye, 

1 Coireipoudaafse ds Philiippe tl., U7* 
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"FnsicQ had broken out. The hollow 
truce by which the Guise party and 
the Huguenots had partly pretended 
to deceive each other was hastened to 
its end, among other causes, by the 
march of Alva to the Netherlands. 
The Huguenots had taken alarm, for 
they recognised the fellowship which 
imited their foes in all countries 
against the Reformation, and Cond^ 
«uid Coligny knew too well that the 
same influence which had brought 
Alva to Brussels would soon create an 
exterminating army against their fol- 
lowers. Hostilities were resumed 
with more bitterness than ever. The 
battle of St Denis — fierce, fatal, but 
indecisive — was fought. The octoge- 
narian hero, Montmorency, fighting 
like a foot soldier, refusing to yield 
his sword, and replying to the respect- 
ful solicitations of his nearest enemy 
by dashing his teeth down his throat 
with the butt-end of his pistol, the 
hero of so many battles, whose defeat 
at St Quentin had been the fatal 
point in his carreer, had died at last 
in his armour, bravely but not glori- 
ously, in conflict with his own country- 
men, led by his own heroic nephew.* 
The military control of the Catholic 
party was completely in the hand of 
the Guises ; the Chancellor de I'Hdpi- 
tal had abandoned the court after a 
last and futile effort to reconcile con- 
tending factions, which no human 
power could unite; the Huguenots 
had possessed themselves of RocheUe 
and of other strong places, and, imder 
the guidance of adroit statesmen and 
accomplished generals, were pressing 
the Most Christian Monarch hard in 
the very heart of his kingdom.* 

As early as the middle of Octo- 
ber, while still in Antwerp, Alva had 
received several secret agepts of 
the French monarch, then closely 
beleaguered in his capital Cardi- 
nal Lorraine offered to place several 
strong places of France in the hands 
of the Spaniard, and Alva had 
written to Philip that he was disposed 

1 De Thou, 874, et acq., liv. xli. t. ▼. 

» Ibid., 878. 

» Coixespondanoo de Philippe XL, i. 693, 
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to accept the offer, and to render the 
service. The places thus held would 
be a guarantee for his expenses, he 
said, while in case King Charles and 
his brother should die, "their posses- 
sion would enable Philip to assert lus 
own claim to the French crown in 
right of his wife, the SaUc law being 
merely a pleatantry."* 

The Queen Dowager, adopting now 
a very different tone from ^lat which 
characterised her conversation at the 
Bayonne interview, wrote to Alva, that 
if, for want of two thousand Spanish 
musketeers, which she requested him 
to furnish, she should be obliged 
to succumb, she choee to discul- 
pate herself in advance before God 
and Christian princes for the peace 
which she should be obliged to 
make.^ The Duke wrote to her in 
reply, that it was much better to have 
a kingdom ruined in preserving it for 
Qod and the king by war, than to have 
it kept entire without war, to the pro- 
fit of the devil and of his followers.'' 
He was also reported on another occa- 
tion to have reminded her of the 
Spanish proverb — ^thatthe head of one 
salmon is worth those of a hundred 
frogs.' The hint, if it were really 
given, was certainly destined to be 
acted upon. 

The Duke not only furnished Catha- 
rine with advice, but^ with the mus- 
keteers which she had solicited. Two 
thousand foot and fifteen hundred 
horse, under the Count of Aremberg, 
attended by a choice band of the 
Catholic nobility of the Netherlands, 
had joined the royal camp at Paris 
before the end of the year, to take 
their part in the brief hostilities by 
which the second treacherous peace 
was to be preceded.'' 

Meantime, Alva was not unmindful 
of the business which had served as a 
pretext in the arrest of the two Counts. 
The fortifications of the principal 
cities were pushed on with great rapi- 
dity. The memorable citadel of Ant- 
werp, in particular, had already been 



* Ibid., i. 604. » Ibid., i. 696. 

• De Tbou, t. ▼. , liv. xliv, 616. Hug. Grot 
Aimal., lib. ii. 40. Bor, iv. 219. 

» Ibid., iv. 219. 
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commenced in October imder the 
superintendence of the celebrated en- 
gineers, Pacheco and Gabriel de Cer- 
belloni.^ In a few months it was 
completed, at a cost of one milUon four 
hundred thousand florins, of which 
sum the citizens, in spite of their re- 
monstrances, were compelled to con- 
tribute more than one quarter. The 
sum of four hundred thousand florins 
was forced from the burghers by a tax 
upon all hereditary property within 
the municipality.' Two thousand 
workmen were employed daily in the 
construction of this important fortress, 
which was erected, as its position most 
plainly manifested, not to protect, but 
to control the commercial capital of 
the provinces. It stood at the edge of 
the city, qplj separated from its walls 
by an open esplanade. It was the 
most perfect pentagon in Europe,* 
having one of its sides resting on the 
Scheld, two turned towards the city, 
and two towards the open country. 
Five bastions, with walls of hammered 
stone, connected by curtains of turf 
and masonry, surrounded by walls 
measuring a league in circumference, 
and by an outer moat fed by the 



Citadel, 
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Scheld, enclosed a spacious enciente, 
where a little church with many small 
lodging-houses, shaded by trees and 
shrubbery, nestled among the brist- 
ling artillery, as if to mimic the appear- 
ance of a peaceful and pastoral viUage. 
To four of the five bastions, the Captain- 
General, with characteristic ostenta- 
tion, gave his own names and titles. 
One was called the Duke, the second 
Ferdinando, a third Toledo, a fourth 
Alva, while the fifth was baptized with 
the name of the ill-fated engineer, 
Pacheco. The water-gate was deco- 
rated with the escutcheon of Alva, 
surrounded by his Golden Fleece 
collar, with its pendant Lamb of 
God ; a symbol of blasphemous irony, 
which still remains upon the for- 
tress, to recall the image of the 
tyrant and murderer. Each bastion 
was honey-combed with casemates and 
subterranean store-houses, and capable 
of containing within its bowels a vast 
supply of provisions, munitions, and 
soldiers. Such was the celebrated 
citadel built to tame the turbu- 
lent spirit of Antwerp, at the cost of 
those whom it was to terrify and to 
insult.* 
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1 Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 725, 
726. Bor, iv. 

3 Ibid., iv. 219. 



» '* La nompareille forteresse du monde.** 
— BrautAme. Vie de Don Sancho d'Avila. 

* De Thou, v. 300. Bor, iv. 219. Hoofd, 
iv. 154. Beutivoglio, iv. 58. 
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asd other njemlseTS f>f tha Eimpire, or 

f before the K^ughta of the Golden 
Uleeee. Id the ktter case^ he claiiued 
the right, untkr the statutes f>f that 
ottiar, to be pkced wfaiJe the trial waa 
pending, not in & fioJitar^ prison* a& 
had been th«^ fate of Egmont and 
Horn, but under the friendly charge 
ftnd protection of tbo bretkren them- 
A^vea, The letter wqm addreseed to 
tbe procurator general, and & duplicate 
was forwarded to the Duke.-^ 

From the gent^^al tenor of tho doeu- 

»jueDt, it is obrioua both that the 
fktnce was not yet teadj to thr<»w 
down the gauntlet to hi^ 8t>verGign, 
nor to proclaim hii adhesion to tbe 
new religion. On departing from the 
Netberlandd in the BpriDg, be had eaid 
openly that he was still iu pcKSge^sion 
of niKtj thousand Jiorins yearly^ and 
that be should commence no hoHtHitiea 
ag3un»t Pbilifi, m long as be did not 
diiturb him In his honour or hk 
eatatetk^ 

Hifi eharaeter had, however, already 
bean attacked^ hi^ property tlu'eatened 
with confiscation. Hii clofit^fit ties of 
famiiy were now to be severed by the 
haod of the tjraot. Hia cLdest child, 
tbe Count de Buran^ torn from big 
protection, was to be carried into in- 
definite captivity in a foreign land. 
It was a remarkable oYeraigbt, lor a 
person of his sagacity, that, npou his 
ijiWD departure from the provinces^ be 
kbould lea¥e hia son^ then a boy of 
thirteen jearSj to pursue his studies 
At the collefe of Louvoin. Thus ex- 
posed to the power of tbe government , 
BB was soon aeizod as a hostage for the 
good behavionr of tbe father, Grou- 
yelle appears to have been the firet to 
reoomnaend the step in a secret letter 
io Philip,^ but Alva aca.rcely needed 
promptitjg. Accordingly, ujion tbe 
ISth of February 1663, tbe iXike sent 
^^the Seignior de Cfaassy to Louvain, 
^Kftttended by four officers and by twelve 
^^^MU-cbera. He was fumisbfld with a 
^^ letter to the Count de Buren, in which 
that young nobleman wan r^iue^ted 
to pJaee implicit confiUeiiee Iu the 

» 6«e th<i letter in Bor, It. 222, S2a, 224, 

i CoiTMpondiince ds PMlppc lUp h 701, 
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bearsT of the despatch, and was in^ 
formed that the desire which hia 
Majesty had to see him educated for 
bis service, was the eauae of the com- 
munication which the Seignior de 
Cb&asy was about to make.* 

That gentleniau was, moreover, mi- 
nutely instructed aa to his method of 
prof^editig in this memorable ca^e of 
kidnapping. He wi^s to present the 
letter to the young Count in presenoe 
of his tutor. He was iu invite him ta 
Spain in tlie name of hia Majesty. He 
was to aiaure him that hia Majesty's 
commimdA were solely with a view to 
hiH own good, and that he was not 
commissioned to arre^Bt, hut only to 
eecort him. He was to allow the 
Count to be accompanied only by two 
valetst two pages, a cook, and a keeper 
of accounts. He waSj however, to in- 
duce his tutor to accompany him, at 
least, to tbe Spauish frontier. He was 
to arrange tbat tbe second day after hiis 
ari:'ival at Lou vain, the Count shu'idd 
aet out for Antwerp^ where bo was to 
lotlge with Count Lodron, after which 
they were to proceed to Flushing, 
whence they were to embark for Spain, 
At that city be was to deliver the 
young Prince to the person whom be 
would find there, eommtBaioDed for 
that purpose by the Duke. As &oon 
as he had made the first proposition at 
Loiivain to the Count, he was, witb 
the asaistance of his retinue, to keep 
the moslt strict watcli over him d^y 
and nighty but without allowing the 
superviBion to be perceived.^ 

The plan was carried out admirably. 
It wa« fortunate, however, for the kid* 
nappert., that the young Prince proved 
favourably dispceed to the plan. He 
accepted the invitation of his captors 
with alacrity. He even wrote to thank 
the governor for bia friondly offices in 
hifl behalf.*' He received with boyish 
gmtifieation the festi^dties with which 
Lodron etilivetied his brief sojourn at 
Antwerp, and he set forth without re- 
luctance for that gloomy and teniblo 
land of Bi>Amt whence so mrely a Me. 
miah traveler had returned.^ A ohange* 



* Ibid, 11. 720. ■ Ibid., it m. 

T Ibid,, li. 52ff, tSO, T3S, 7U, 7^ 73T.- 
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ling, as it were, from his cradle, he 
seemed completely transformed by his 
Spftiish tuition, for he was educated 
and not sacrificed by Philip. When 
he returned to the Netherlands, after 
a twenty years* residence in Spain, it 
was difficult to detect in his gloomy 
brow, saturnine character, and Jesuiti- 
cal habits, a trace of the generous spirit 
which characterised that race of heroes, 
the house of Orange- Nassau. 

Philip had expressed some anxiety 
as to the consequences of this capture 
upon the governments of Germany.^ 
Alva, however, reassured his sovereign 
upon that point, by reason of the ex- 
treme docility of the captive, and the 
quiet manner in which the arrest had 
been conducted. At that particular 
juncture, moreover, it would have been 
difficult for the government of the Ne- 
therlands to excite surprise anywhere, 
except by an act of clemency. The 
president and the deputation of pro- 
fessors from the university of Louvain 
waited upon Vargas, by whom, as act- 
ing president of the Blood-Council, the 
arrest had nominally been made, with 
a remonstrance that the measure was 
in^gross violation of their statutes and 
privileges. That personage, however, 
with his usual contempt both for law 
and Latin, answered brutally, "Non 
curamus vestros privilegios," and with 
this memorable answer, abruptly closed 
his interview with the trembling pe- 
dants.* 

Petitions now poured into the coun- 
cil from all quarters, abject recanta- 
tions from terror-stricken municipali- 
ties, humble intercessions in behalf of 
doomed and imprisoned victims. To 
a deputation of the magistracy of Ant- 
werp, who came with a prayfer for 
mercy in behalf of some of their most 
distinguished fellow-citizens, then in 
prison, the Duke gave a passionate and 
ferocious reply. He expressed his won- 
der that the citizens of Antwerp, that 
hotbed of treason, should dare to ap- 
proach him in behalf of traitors and 
heretics. Let-them look to it in future, 



Compare Strada, i. 311. 312. Hrtofd, iv. 152. 
Brandt, i. 468. Bor, iv. 222. V. d. Vynckt, 
ii. 97, 98. 

1 Correspondance de Philippe II., i. 781. 

« Bor, iv. 222. V. d. Vynckt, U. 93. 
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he continued, or he would hang every 
man in the whole city, to set an exam- 
ple to the rest of the country; for his 
Majesty would rather the whole land 
should become an uninhabited wilder- 
ness, than that a single dissenter should 
exist within its territory.' 

Events now marched with rapidity. 
The monarch seemed disposed literally 
to execute the threat of his viceroy^ 
Early in the year, the most sublime 
sentence of death was promulgated 
whidi has ever been pronounced since 
the creation of the world. The Roman 
tyrant wished that his enemies' heads 
were all upon a single neck, that he 
might strike them off at a blow ; the 
Inquisition assisted Philip to place the 
heads of all his Netherland subjects 
upon a single neck for the same fell 
purpose. Upon the 16th February 
1568, a sentence of the Holy Office 
condemned aU the inhabitants of the 
Netherlands to death as heretics. From 
this universal doovo. only a few persons, 
especially named, were excepted.^ A 
proclamation of the King, dated ten 
days later, confirmed this decree of the 
Inquisition, and ordered it to be carried 
into instant execution, without r^ard 
to age, sex, or condition.* This is pro- 
bably the most concise death-warrant 
that wafi ever framed. Three millions 
of people, men, women, and children, 
were sentenced to the scaffold in three 
lines ; and, as it was well known that 
these were not harmless thunders, like 
some bulls of the Vatican, but serious 
and practical measures, which were to 
be enforced, the horror which they 
produced may be easily imagined. It 
was hardly the purpose of government 
to compel the absolute completion of 
the wholesale plan in all its length and 
breadth,^ yet in the horrible times upon 
which they had fallen, the Netherlandere 
might be excused for believing that no 
measure was too monstrous to be ful- 
filled. At any rate, it was certain thai 
when all were condemned, any might 
at a moment's warning be carried to 
the scaffold, and this was prec isely the 
» Hoold, iv. 167. Bor, iv. 216, 216. 217. 

« Bor, iv. 226. Hoofd, iv. 158. Meteren, 
49. 

* Bor, Hoofii, Ueteren, ubi sup. 
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course adopted by the authorities. Un- 
der this universal decree the industry 
of the Blood-Council might now seem 
superfluous. Why should not these 
mock prosecutions be dispensed with 
against individuals, now that a common 
sentence had swallowed the whole po- 
pulation in one vast grave ? Yet it may 
be supposed 3iat if the exertions of the 
commissioners and coimcillors served 
no other purpose; they at least fur- 
nished the government with valuable 
evidence as to the relative wealth and 
other circumstances of the individual 
victims. The leading thought of the 
government being, that persecution, 
judiciously managed, might fructify 
into a golden harvest,^ it was still de- 
sirable to persevere in the cause in 
which already such bloody progress had 
been made. 

And under this new decree, the exe- 
cutions certainly did not slacken. Men 
in the highest and the humblest posi- 
tions were daily and hourly dragged to 
the stake. Alva, in a single letter to 
Philip, coolly estimated the number of 
executions which were to take place im- 
mediately after the expiration of holy 
week^ " at eight htmdred heads.'* ^ 
Many a citizen, convicted of a hun- 
dred thousand florins and of no other 
crime, saw himself suddenly tied to a 
horse's tail, with his hands fastened 
behind him, and so dragged to the 
gallows.^ But although wealth was an 
unpardonable sin, poverty proved rarely 
a protection. Reasons sufficient could 
always be found for dooming the starve- 
ling labourer as well as the opulent 
burgher. To avoid the disturbances 
created in the streets by the frequent 
harangues or exhortations addressed to 
the bystanders by the victims on their 
way to the scaffold, a new gag was in- 
vented. The tongue of each prisoner 
was screwed into an iron ring, and then 
seared with a hot iron. The swelling 
and inflammation which were the im- 
mediate result, prevented the tongue 
from slipping through the ring, and of 



1 *' flem (den Eoning) ojivullende met de 
lioope van een ander Indie in 't aenslaen der 
verbeurde goederen opgedaen te hebben; 
Ijoewel 't nergens 200 breedt uitviel — ^Brandt, 
L 476. Batavishe Arcadia, 677. Meteren, 
60, et mult. aL 



course effectually precluded all possi- 
bility of speech.^ 

Although the minds of men were 
not yet prepared for concentrated re- 
volt against the tyranny under which 
they were languishing, it was not pos- 
sible to suppress all sentiments of hu- 
manity, and to tread out every spark 
of natural indignation. Unfortunately, 
in the bewilderment and misery of tlus 
people, the first development of a for- 
cible and organised resistance was of a 
depraved and malignant character. Ex- 
tensive bands of marauders and high- 
way robbers sprang into existence, who 
called themselves the Wild Beggars,^ 
and who, wearing the mask and the 
symbols of a revolutionary faction, 
committed great excesses in many 
parts of the country, robbing, plunder- 
ing, and mmxiering. Their principal 
wrath was exercised against religious 
houses and persons. Many monasteries 
were robb^, many clerical persons 
maimed and maltreated* It became a 
habit to deprive priests of their noses 
or ears, and to tie them to the tails of 
horses.^ This was the work of ruffian 
gangs, whose very existence was en- 
gendered out of the social and moral 
putrescence to which the country was 
reduced and who were willing to profit 
by the deep and universal hatred 
which was felt against Catholics and 
monks. An edict thundered forth by 
Alya,^ authorising and commanding all 
persons to slay the wild beggars at 
sight, without trial or hangman, was of 
comparatively slight avail. An armed 
force of veterans actively scouring the 
country was more successful, and the 
freebooters were, for a time, sup- 



Meantime the Counts Egmont and 
Horn had been kept in rigorous con- 
finement at Ghent. Not a warrant 
had been read or drawn up for their 
arrest. Not a single preliminaiy in- 
vestigation, not the shadow of an in- 
formation, had preceded the long im- 
prisonment of two men so elevated in 

* Correspondance de Philippe II.. i. 754. 

* Meteren, 60. 

* Ibid., 64. Hoofd, v. 173. 

» Bor, iv, 224. Hoofd. « Bor, iv. 224. 
T Dated 27th March 1668. Bor, iv. 226. 
8 Ibid. 
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nok, ao liiiliB^uMiiKl in the publie 
■errioe.^ Aixer the expintioa oi two 
v^mxhm, homerer, the Duke ooode- 
aoeaded to oonuoBOce s mock pioef 
against ihesi. The eoundllon ap- 
poioUd to tlus work were Vai^^M and 
Dd Eio, MRsted bj Seciet af y Pnetn 
Tbeae peracos Tiatod the Admiral oo 
ibe l<nh, 11th, 12tii, and irth of 
yoremher, and Coont Egmont oo the 
12th, 13th, 14tii, and 16tli of the same 
moDth; requiring them to ropondto 
a long, oonhiaed, and nmUiDg ooUee- 
tiMi of interrogatoriea.' They weie 
oUiged to render theae repliea in prison, 
tinaififuted brany ftdrocatea, oo poialty 
of being ooodenined til eomimmiaHawi.* 
The queetionSy awkwanflr drawn up as 
they aeemed, were jet tortooaahr and 
cunningly arranged with a riew of en- 
trapping the pTLBooen into self-contra- 
diction. After tlus woric had been ogm- 
pleted, all the papen by wfaidi they in* 
tended to justify their answen were 
taken away from them.'* PreTionsly,too, 
their houses and those of their secreta- 
ries, Bakkerzeel and Alonzo de la Loo, 
bad been thorou^y ransacked, and 
every letter and document which could 
be found placed in the hands of goTern- 
ment. Bakkerzeel, moreorer, as al- 
ready stated, had been repeatedly 
placed upon the rack, for the purpose 
of extorting confessions which mig^t 
implicate his master. These prelimi- 
naries and precautionary steps having 
been taken, the CountB had again been 
left to their solitude for two months 
longer. On the 10th January, each 
was furnished with a copy of the de- 
clarations or accusations filed against 
him by the procurator-generaL To 
these documents, drawn up respectively 
in sixty-three, and in ninety articles,^ 
they were required, within five days' 
time, without the assistance of an ad- 
vocate, and without consultation with 

1 La Dedactkm de llnnocenoe du Comte 
de Homes, a.d. 1568, etc, 35, 36. Bor, iv. 
195. 

» Bor, iv. 190. 

» I>A Deduction, etc., 36, 37. 

♦ Ibid-, 39. 

» Foppeus^ Supp. l I'Hiflt. de Strada. etc, 
i. 24-«3. 
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• Bor, iv. 195. La Deduction, etc, 91^ 
"Ibid. La Deduction, etc, i5, 46. 




proceeded i 
de&olL* 

Tfakofderi 
Ike preKtibed period, aadkara, it mj 
be Mid, tiieir ovD pHtkipataon in tiior 
trial esMed; wlule ^ Mfc of Ifce pto- 
cjwwiiogli were Doried m ube deep 
bosom of the BloodONmeiL After 
their answen had beeo dBfirarad^and 
Boc tin then, llie priKMsnwwe, by an 
additMBal mockery, j w m miU fw l to cm- 
pkiy advoeattmJ Thmt a d roca te^ 
however, were aHowed only <ieemionaI 
mtemewv with, 'dmr denl% and al- 
ways in the picta e e of osrtam per- 
sons, especially deputed for that par- 
pose by the Duke.* Th^ were also 
allowed qo rnmiswoii Bn to oolleci tni' 
denee and take deposhioDs; bntbefore 
the witnesses were lead^, a pmposdty 
premature day, 8tli of Maj, was fixed 
upon for declaring the ease doeed, and 
not a siiig^ tittle of thor eridenoe, 
penonal or doeumontaiyy was ad- 
mitted.* Their advocates petitioned 
for an exhibition of the evidence pre- 
pared by government^ and were re- 
fused.^ Thus, they were forbidden to 
use the testhnony in their favour, 
while that whidi was to be employed 
against them was kept secret Knidly, 
the proceedings were formally eoh- 
duded on the 1st of June, and the 
papers laid before the Dnke.^ The 
mass of matter relating to these two 
monster pro c es s es was declared, tikree 
days afte^Tards, to have been examined 
— a physical impossilHlity in itself^* — 
and judgment was pronounced i^pon 
the 4th of June. Tlus issue was preci- 
pitated by the campaign of Louis 
Nassau in Friesland, forming a series 
of important events which it wiU be 
soon our duty to describe. It is pre- 
viously necessary, however, to add a 



7 La I>6dactioo, etc, 4% 43. Oompaie 
YigL ad Hopp. Bp., 44 and 45. 

* La Deduction de llniMioeDce^ etc, 4% 
43. 

• La Deduction, etc, 43, 44. In the case 
of Efnnont, be was decHared ''exdns et de- 
barte," and therrfore deprived of all rt^kt to 
make defence^ on the 14th Ibiy.— V. Sapp. 
to Strada. i. 108, 198. Appointment of Alva. 

»> La DMuction, etc, 43. 
u Bor, iv. 239. 
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Jew wordB in eluqidiiiiDti of the two 
liiock triala whick b^ve h&m thus 
Ibriefly akatch;^. 

Tb^ prooeodiDgs had htmi carried 
ODj from fifst to Loat, under protest 
liy the priBonerSj undor a threat of eon* 
tunuvcj on th^ part of th e goveminentw^ 
Apart from the totally irroBponaible 
aod illegal ^aracter of the tribunal 
before which they were aummoned — 
the Elood'Coiincil being a private in- 
ititution of Alvft^B, without pretejct or 
eoimnifidion — tbeee nobles acknow- 
kdgad tha jumdiotion of but three 

Aa Knigfata of the Golden Fleeee^ 
both, claimed the privilege of that 
order ^ be tried by its atatutea. Aa a 
citizen and noble of Brabantj E^gnKmt 
olsimed th^ protection of the ^^ Joyense 
Entr^," a conatitution which had been 
iwom to by PhiHp and hi» aneeators, 
and by Pbilip mor© amply than by all 
hm nnce^onu. As' a member and Coimt 
of tho Holy lloiDan Empire, the Ad- 
miral olaimed to be tried by hi;; peera, 
tlie electo}<a Mid pnneea of the realm.' 

Tlu3 Countess Egmont^ aince her hue- 
band*s &rreBt» and the cimftecation of 
lud eatatds Wfore judgment^ bad been 
»dni>ed to a life of poverty aa well aa 

^»gony. With ber ekven children, all 
ef tender a^^e^ ahe had taken refuge in 
% convent. Fyantic with despair^ more 
utterly deaolate, and more deeply 
wrongled. than high-bom hwiy had ever 
been Wore, «he left no etotie unturned 
io ffiiTe liusband from hiti fate, or at 
least to obtain for him an impartial 
and oompetent tribunal. She addressed 
the Duke of Alva, the King, the Em- 
peror, her brother the Elector Palatipe^ 
and many leading Knights of the 
Fleece.* The Countess Dowager of 
HoiHf both, whoee son& now lay in the 
jawB of death, oocnpied herself aleo 
with tbo moat moving appealH to the 
■aane high pemonagesi^ No pains were 
^artd to make the triple plea to the 

» La DMuKtion, etc., 40, 41. 
' f Bar, IT. i&li. 

* Ibid., It. 1S§, 189, l&O, 

* La Deductli.n, ete., 60&-e42. Bor, ubl 
mxf. ^ iia Deductlim, etG., ubi sup. 

* Bar, iT> 19^. Fopuoxuii Buppi de Btimda. 
L 16-22. 

T Tho letter b puhliBhed H the D^octlon 



juriBdictloD valid. The leading Knights 
of the Fleece, MiMiefeld, whose loyalty 
wiis unquestioned, and Hoogitraaten, 
although himself an outlaw, called' 
npon the King of Spain to protect the 
fltatutea of the illustrious order of 
which he wqr the chief^^ The eatatea 
of Brabantf upon the petition of Sabina, 
Counte&H Egmout, that they would 
taite to heart the privileges of the pro- 
vince, BO that her huabi'iiid might enjoy 
that protection of which the meftnCHt 
eiti^en In the land oould not be justly 
deprived, addreaaed a feeble and trem* 
bliug proteot to Alva, and enclosed to 
him the lady'e iTetitidu.** The Em* 
pefor^ on behalf of Count Hom^ wrote 
personally to Philip, to claim for bim 
a trial before the members of the 
realmu^ 

It was all in vain. The oondnct of 
PhiliiJ Awd hla Viceroy coincided in 
ftpirit with the honei^ brvitalLty of 

tq^/* summed up the whole of the 
proceedingBu JVoj* tfimtmus ve^ifm j^ri- 
vileffios had been the uii;anfiWenible re- 
ply to eveiy ^nstitutiotial argument 
whieh hftd been made againirt^ tymnny 
aince PhiHp mounted hia fatherfl 
throne. It wws now the only re- 
sponse deemed necessary to the crowd 
of petitions in favoui' of the Counts^ 
whether they proceeded from sources 
humble of august. Personally, the 
King remained silent tm the grave. In 
writing i<> the Duke of Alva, he ob- 
served, that "the Kmperor, the Dukes 
of Baviiria and Lorraine^ the Duchess 
and the Ducheas-Dowagerj had written 
to him many timfla, and in the moat 
pressing manner* in favour of the 
Counts H om and Egm ont/* Het ad ded, 
that he had made no reply to them, 
nor to other Knights of the Fleece 
who had implored Mm to respect the 
statutes of the OTder^, and he begged 
Alva " to hasten th« prooefl» as fast as 
pcJBsible," To an earnest autograph 

djQ rtnub^BUH, etc,, G09* It ia dated I'Oth 
Ociobar lWi7, The Euipar^r nhi-inm for tho 
AdioitAl. an mombor of the Empire^ a. triul 
biffirc tlio electors Btid prlncos of tbo holy 
rrailni^ ApviLks of liiii distiu^lsbed BOTVioet, 
and iniplom!! hiit relent ftina & o^nHimmtmt 
^'tke tri4i6uii» for wbich are ontiroly otta* 
cealod and unknowiL*^ 
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letter, in which the Emperor, on the 
2d of ^larch 1568, made a last effort 
to save the illustrious prisoners, he re- 
plied, that " the whole w^orld would 
at last approve his conduct, but that, 
at any rate, he would not act differ- 
ently, even if he should risk the loss 
of the provinces, and if the sky should 
fall on his head." ^ 

But little heed was paid to the re- 
monstrances in behalj^ of the imperial 
courts, or the privileges of Brabant. 
These were but cobweb impediments 
which, indeed, had long been brushed 
away. President Viglius was even pa- 
thetic on the subject of Madame Eg- 
mont's petition to the Council of Bra- 
bant. It was so bitter, he said, that 
the Duke was slightly annoyed, and 
took it ill that the royal servants in 
that council should have his Majesty's 
interests so little at heart.* It seemed 
indecent in the eyes of the excellent 
Frisian, that a wife pleading for her 
husband, a mother for her eleven 
children, so soon to be fatherless, 
should indulge in strong language ! 

The statutes of the Fleece were ob- 
stacles somewhat more serious. As, 
however, Alva had come to the Nether- 
lands 3 pledged to accomplish the de- 
struction of these two nobles, as soon 
as he should lay his hands upon them, 
it was only a question of form, and 
even that question was, after a little 
reflection, unceremoniously put aside. 

To the petitions in behalf of the two 
Counts, therefore, that they should be 
placed in the friendly keeping of the 
order, and be tried by its statutes, the 
Duke replied, peremptorily, that he 
had undertaken the cognisance of this 
affair by commission of his Majesty, 
as sovereign of the land, not as head 
of the Golden Fleece, that he should 
carry it through as it had been com- 
menced, and that the Counts should 
discontinue presentations of petitions 
upon this point.* 

In the embarrassment created by the 
stringent language of these statutes, 

1 Correspond ance de Philippe II., ii. 762. 
See alBo Ibid., 738, 739, 746, 760. 

2 VigL ad Hopp., Epist. xxiv. 400. 

* V. Gachard. Notice sur le Conseil des 
Troubles, 18, 14. Wagenaer, VaderL Hist, 
l^eel. vi. 278. Hoofd, iv. 



Doctor Yiglias fomid an op port u nity 
to make himself veiy usefuL Alva 
had been turning over the laws and 
regulations of the order, but could find 
no loophole. The President, however, 
came to his rescue, and announced it 
as his legal opinion tiiat the Qovernor 
need concern himself no further on 
the subject, and that the code of the 
Fleece offered no legal impediment to 
the process.^ Alva immediately wrote 
to communicate this opinion to Philip, 
adding, with great satisfaction, that he 
should immediately make it Imown to 
the brethren of the order, a step whidi 
was the more necessary because ESg- 
mont's advocate had been making 
great trouble with these priyil^ges, 
and had been protesting at every step 
of the proceedings.^ In what manner 
the learned President ai*gued these 
troublesome statutes out of the way, 
has nowhere appeared; but he com- 
pletely reinstated himself in favour, 
and the King wrote to thank him for 
his legal exertions. 

It was ipw boldly declared that the 
statutes of the Fleece did not extend 
to such crimes as those with which 
the prisoners were charged. Alva, 
moreover, received an especial patent^ 
ante-dated eight or nine months, by 
which Philip empowered him to pro- 
ceed against all persons implicated in 
the troubles, and particularly against 
Blnights of the Golden Fleece.^ 

It is superfluous to observe that 
these were merely the arbitrary acts 
of a despot. It is hardly necessary to' 
criticise such proceedings. The exe- 
cution of the nobles had been settled 
before Alva had left Spain. As they 
were inhabitants of a constitutional 
country, it was necessary to stride over 
the constitution. As they were Knights 
of the Fleece, it was necessary to set 
aside the statutes of the order. The 
Netherland constitutions seemed so 
entirely annihilated already, that they 
could hardly be considered obstacles ; 
but the order of the Fleece was an 



* Bor, iv. 189. La DMuction, etc, 642. 
SuppL k I'Hlst. de Btroda, i. 11-16. 

^ *'L& chose ne laisse rien 2k d^sirer."-^ 
Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 712. 

« Correspondance de Philippe II., il 712, 

f Ibid., i. 668, 706 ; and ii. 73L 
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Bugust little republic, of wMch Philip 
was the hereditorj chief, of whii^h 
emperors, kingB, &Qd great Beigniors 
were the dtizetu. Tymnnj might be 
embarrasBed by Buck subtle Mid golden 
filameiits as these, even while it eraahed 
through municipal chartcra us if th&f 
Lad been ree<la and bulruahes. Never- 
thelesa, the Kjiig's courBe waa taken. 
Although the thirteenth, fqurteenth^ 
aaid fifteenth cLipters ol the order ex- 
pre^j provided for the trial and pu- 
niehment of brethren who had been 
guiltj of rebellion, herosj^^ or treason,* 
and olthongh the eleventh chapter, 
perpetuuJ and Iminnbable, of additione 
to that eomttitution by the Emperor 
Ch&rle^' etmf erred on the order eidu 
aive jurisdietion over all orimea what- 
ever committed by the kiilght», yet it 
was coolly proclaLmed by Alva, thi»t 
the crimei for which the Adminil Mid 
£gmont harl been arrested were be- 
jood the powers of the tribunal 

So much for the plea to the jurisdio- 
tion* It m hardly worth while to look any 
further into prcjoeedinga which were ini- 
tiated and brought to aeoncl udon in the 
manner jUjea%narrated. Neveitheleaa, 
SB they were called a process, a single 
g^ce at the interior of that WMm of 
docnmentfl can hardly be superfluous. 

The declaration against Count Horn, 
upon which, supported by inTisible 
witneaaea, he was oandemnedj wae in 
the nature of a narrative. It coneisted 
In a rehearsal of cirGumatancea^ so Die 
^nje and some fictitiona, with fire in- 
ferenc^i. These ive inferencea amount- 



1 Vids " Espap&o en Forme de Mtfislve 

Mto par MoTisetgneiir le Ct»mtQ do Hoch- 

strata au Procnireiir-Geuenil du Conseil de 

CtimOp 28tb, Fob. 150S,'' with u letter of Baiu& 

Ante froni that uoblemon to the Duke of 

ilva, endQ-^liiif copies of the t^xt at all the 

jituteit of the OoMan FIqalb bearlDg' ujrtiu 

lAse^liiodticns, with ilio additiom of copious 

r^tationii from the text of the " Jnyeiuto En- 

' ».'■— Byv. Vail. Anth* Btukken tot dp 

^bL van. P. Bar, 17-:3*i 

* See the Lext of this chapter of Qddftioi:kH 

I tho |janiphlot nbovc cited. The manner 

' pro(;e«diiig a^^inflt a knight ifl therein 

PAiDutoly proaoribiML 

I Hte flrriest required a wormnt, dgned by 
ailffiurt Bi% kniijhts, and be was afterwards 
to bo kept, not lu ptisfm, but in " the ami- 
aMe cooicfany of the said Order " (♦♦Taimable 
compajpkle da dit oridro"), whUfi the prucess» 
aeeordlnir to the proper lonn, Wiis talcing Ita 
VOL. L 



ed to fire Crimea— high treaflnn, rebel* 
hon, conspiracy, mispriflioii of treason, 
and breach of truat^ The proof of 
these Crimea waa evolved, in a dim and 
nuaty manner^ out of a purpoeoly con- 
fuaed TeoitaL No events, however, 
were recapitulated which have not 
been described in the course of thia 
history. Retting out with a general 
Htatementj that the Admiral^ the Princa 
of Orange, Count Egmont, and other 
lords, had organised a plot to expel hia 
Majesty from the Netherlands, and to 
divide the provinces among tbemaelvea; 
the declaration afterwards proceeded 
to particulars. Ten of its aixty-thrae 
articles were occupied with the Cardi- 
nal GranTello, who, by an absurd af- 
fectatioD, was never directly named, 
but called ''a <iertain personage — a 
principal personage — a grand person- 
age* of hie Majesty's state ooimoil."'* 
None of the o^enceei committed againict 
Mm were forgotten: the 11th of March 
letter, the fool's-cap, the Hveiy, were 
reproduced in the moat violent colours, 
and the cabal againat the minister waa 
quietly aaaumed to constitute treaeun 
agaiDBt the monarch. 

The Admiral, it waa further charged, 
had advised and i^oueeuted to the fu- 
aion of the finance and privy councils 
with that of atate, a measure which 
was clearly treasonable. He had, more- 
over, held interviewa with the Prince 
of Orange, with Egmont, and other 
noblBBj at Breda, and at Hoogstraaten, 
afc which meetings the confedemoy 
and the petition had been engendered, 

(SDii-rse, Tbeao detaiLa ftre curious. The 
catiK! of Lbo Ooldon FXooce la not one of uni- 
^ersid intereat^ but the striiigejit aT)d impe- 
rloiiB ehanwter of thu itatntcs, which, wofo 
ftuxs boldly and uontoinptuouEly irioLoted, 
6£&med a barrfr^r which would harip reafsted 
Bvon the atUieks of tha deBtn^yer of tba 
Brabsmt constttutkon. Philip had no mors 
ditticulty ill viohatlng his oatb as liood of the 
Fleece than he had as Duke of Brabant^ 
Thfj cJuirt«r of the ''Joyouae Entrlsi'" mid 
its aiiEiLbllatioEi deserve a memcirabie piace 
iu the history of cojiatitutiiiBftl hborty. The 
article ^vii. alonu, wn^ a duffioleiit shield to 
prijiect iwt> only & imind *« junior Uk«j Kg- 
mont, but tbu bi^mble^b citijtefl of the prcn 
t!iicc. — lJ£>duetion de rionooance^ ota., ^1- 

^ La DGdnction, etc,. 73, 73- 
* Iiifcetrogatorfea Of Count Horn, in Bor, 
IT, lya and Boq, 
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lJi«: «;v;i« wL,';/, Lv:. e»e:r ^t IsiliC. 
" \\ Uk/i K/rnJi^A,.'.- > y ;,'. ',^r*»c TL*: rT^^g. 

iviuhity t/y L ;.'.'_t.v.'y. <?*«'* vrju ch ».' 

T|j*j ';'y».f'?'it.'v;y. w.'.i; i,jf kri'.-si ledi'e 

Ui<; //.•fe*-/riyTAt;ofa of tfie \j^:\i'X^ In 
tl*'; /;'/f;R iJlA*,i'^j 4-t tie tft4iVr<;'rir.'--iI 

wumj for lHn\ih'/^ hr-jju^lh h* cr-oe.. wL;l*r 
(Utuut E'/ntOht t:z\tT*sK«tA afj inVfEtion 
of //oifi^ t/y Aijc Vy drink the vavrrs. 
V«;t f'lftnt E'^uiotiX'k aj^jyearance (pr*>- 
t:tif:iUA Uji« iifd'o:tm*:Kt atfaintt anothtr 
iiidii idujilf *:x\i'i''/:x^i Tiolz KiJiSile ei^of 
«i<;kij«r*i.* Tiie Adfjiim] La/l luore^jver, 
liitink the VfHfX of " riV^-^ti Utgaevuc" 
III! varioiw fM'j:nhionH, at the Culemburg 
Jioiitfe (xtrj^juet; at the private table of 
the J'rince of Oraijge, at a eupper at 
the mouixUiry of Saint Bemard'«, at 
a (linncH- given by Burgomaster Straa- 
leu. He had Hanctione^l the treatie8 
witti the rebel* at iJufTel, by v:hirh he 
had dtarly rtruLtrtd hinuelf guilty of 
hifjh treavni. He liarl held an inter- 
view with Orange, Egrnont, and Hf>og- 
HtniaUiii, at iJenrenionde, for the trea- 
sonable ))iir|KiHe of arranging a levy 
of trooiM to Ill-event bin MajeHty's en- 
trHn<;e into the Netherlandti. He had 
refiiHod to crime to BriuiselM at the re- 
cjiiertt of tliH Duchem of Parma, when 
the rebelH were alK)iit to present the 
petition. He hofl written to his se- 
v.ii^Uivy that ho waH thenceforth re- 
hoIvimI to nerve neither King nor Kaiser. 
Jie liiul mcuiived from one Taffin, with 
marks of iipprolHitlon, a pa]>er, stating 
thiit the ariHtimbling of the states-gene- 
nil wiiH the only remedy for the troubles 
in the land. JIu hiul repeatedly affirm- 
ed that the hxpiisition and edicta ought 
to be repeHled. 

( >n his arrival at Timmay, in August, 
\UW\\, the peitple had eried " ViiH^nt If a 
yinwu';" a proof that he likcnl the cry. 

^ fhiirKUM HLfiUiiMt (\>tint Horn, art. xv. 
Bur, Iv IWl. -Thu Huiuu wunlH inx'ur iiino iu 
ibo uharKiM u^'uiuHt I'ount K^Mutmt. I't^h.'^m 
4'll^uutut^ tti-L xil. "Hi^voir do pn>|)t>8or 
MMT Juroiuuiit (luu riuqiiiHituiii coutiout ou 
■i ^nouUtt ImjiMiumt tuuto barUurle, qid 
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AZ lif •Eraaaairii.ciE ai Tonmay, from 
r.rsv 1. !la>i. bad iveea ciminaL He 
bbi ^I'rfru-*: rt^':irEjed preaching, he 
Lai f nr :yj i ien 'lAtb : «li» aadProiieeicanIs 
\-: zii.'xnm. eiiC-L :«iL*t. he had omitted 
":: -tuerri/t iifrroci?, he had avowed the 
Tf:.i^..'Z2SjK x; er-iT hn ediiioe for pab- 
L:r -K^ ■.Ttl:!- cmadr "dae walia. He had 
eaii. fcT tI* hry^Brr c-f Prinee Esfninoy, 
■iiT if lilt Kfiir sLcTild oi*me inio the 
pri TtnK* wriL f iToe. he would oppoae 
Liin w->ii 15,»:' -etlkis. He had aud, 
if Lie tri-Ler Mccdciiy should be de- 
tained in Siiain. he vculd march to his 
rescue a^ ihe heafi c-f 5<l*.'X»ii men whom 
he had at Li> c-:*inznazid. He had on 
vario-is ••^cisf-.n* declared that ** men 
ehould live a-c^Drding to their con- 
Eciences" — as if divine znA human laws 
. were d^ad. and men. like wild beasts, 
, were to ri-lic-w all their lusts and de- 
! sires. Lastly, he had encouraged the 
I rebellion in Valenciennes.' 
I Of all these crimes and nuadeedsthe 
procurator declared himself su£Bciently 
informed, and the aforesaid defendant 
entirely, commonly, and publicly de- 
famed.* 

Wherefore, that officer terminated 
his declaration by claiming *' that the 
cause should be concluded summarily, 
and without figure or form of process; 
and that therefore, by his Excellency, 
or his sub-delegated judges, the afore- 
said defendant should be declared to 
have in diverse ways committed high 
treason, should be degraded from hb 
dignities, ajid should be condemned to 
death, with confiscation of all his 
estates." ^ 

The Admiral thus peremptorily sum- 
moned, within five days, without assist' 
ance, without documents, and from the 
walls of a prison, to answer to these 
charges, »oliis ex vincvlis causam dicere, 
undertook his task with the boldness 
of innocence.* He protested, of course, 
to the jiuisdiction, and complained of 
the want of an advocate, not in order 
to excuse any weakness in his defence, 
bu t only any ineleg a nce in his atate- 

Bont parolles iufames et indignes d'dtre 
IHsusea." — Supp. do Strida, i. 31. 

* Chargo8 a^o^inst Count Horn. art. xx 
» Ibid., V. Bor, iv. 190-196. 

« Ibiti. Bor, iv. 195. » Ibid. 

• lUd. La Deduction, etc, 57, 66. 
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ment. He then proceeded flatly to 
deny some of the facts, to admit others, 
and to repel the whole treasonable in- 
ference.^ His answer in all essential 
respects was triumphant. Supported 
by the evidence which, alas ! was not 
collected and published, till after his 
death, it was impregnable. 

He denied that he had ever plotted 
against his King, to whom he had ever 
been attached, but admitted that he 
had desired the removal of Granvelle, 
to whom he had always been hostile. 
He had, however, been an open and 
avowed enemy to ike Cardinal, and had 
been engaged in no secret conspiracy 
against his character, or against his 
life.* He denied that the livery (for 
which, however, he was not responsible) 
had been intended to ridicule the Car- 
dinal, but asserted that it was intended 
to ^ord an example of economy to an 
extravagant nobility.' He had met 
Orange and Egmont at Breda and 
Hoogstraaten, and had been glad to do 
80, for he had been long separated from 
them. These interviews, however, had 
been social, not political, for good cheer 
and merrymaking,^ not for conspiracy 
and treason. He had never had any 
connexion with the confederacy; he 
had neither advised nor protected the 
petition^ but, on the contrary, after 
hearing of the contemplated movement, 
had written to give notice thereof to 
the Duchess. He was in no manner 
allied with Brederode, but, on the con- 
trary, for Various reasons, ^as not upon 
friendly terms with him.* He had not 
entered his house since his return from 
Spain.^ He had not been a party to 
ihe dinner at Culemburg House. Upon 
that day he had dined with the Prmce 
of Orange^ with whom he was lodging, 
and, after dinner, they had both gone 
together to visit Mansf eld, who was con- 
fined with an inflamed eye. There they 
had met Egmont, and the three had pro- 
ceeded together to Culemburg House 
in order to bring away Hoogstraaten, 
whom the confederates had compelled 

1 Answer of Count Horn to tbe charges of 
the procureur-g^^ral, in Bor, iv. 195-209. 

» Ibid, 196, 197. 

» Ibid., art. v. Bor, 197. 

* Answer of Ck>unt Horn, art ziii., ziv., 
29S. 
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to dine with them; and also to warn 
the nobles not to commit themselves 
by extravagant and suspicious excesses. 
They had remained in the house but a 
few minutes, during which time the 
company had insisted upon their drink- 
ing a single cup to the toast of " Vivent 
le roy et lea gv£ux" They had then re- 
tired, taking with them Hoogstraaten, 
and all thinking that they had rendered 
a service to the government by their 
visit, instead of having made them- 
selves liable to a charge of treason.^ 
As to the cries of " Vivent leg ffueux" 
at the tables of Orange, of the Abbot 
of Saint Bernard, and at other places, 
those words had been uttered by sim- 
ple, harmless fellows; and as he con- 
sidered the table a place of freedom, 
he had not felt himself justified in re- 
buking the manners of his associates, 
particularly in houses where he was 
himself but a guest.* As for commit- 
ting treason at the Duffel meeting, he 
had not been there at alL^ He thanked 
God that, at that epoch, he had been 
absent from Brussels, for had he, as 
well as Orange and Egmont, been com- 
missioned by the Duchess to arrange 
those difficult matters, he should have 
considered it his duty to do as. they 
did.^® He had never thought of levy- 
ing troops against his Majesty. The 
Denremonde meeting had been held to 
consult upon four subjects : the^iffairs 
of Toumay; the intercepted letters of 
the French Ambassador, Alava; the 
letter of Montigny, in which he warned 
his brother of l^e evil impression which 
the Netherland matters were making 
in Spain; and the affairs of Antwerp, 
from which city the Prince of Orange 
found it necessary at that moment to 
withdraw.^ With regard to his absence 
from Brussels, he stated that he had 
kept away from the Court because he 
was ruined. He was deeply in debt, 
and so complete was 'his embarrass- 
ment, that he had been unable in Ant- 
werp to raise 1000 crowns upon his 
property, even at an interest of one 



» Ibid., art. xxi., 199, 200. 
y Ibid., art. xxii. 
» Ibid., art. xxiv. xxv., 200 
» Ibid., art. xxvL 
10 Ibid., art xxx. 
u Ibid., art. xxxiu. 
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•PMii bein^ ' >>y the instructions of the Regent, and 
* tj» 1 inl'y jible by her Accord with the nobles. That 
Accord, as she had repeatedly stated to 
him. was to bo kept sacred until his 
Majesty, by advice of the states-general, 
should otherw-ise ordain.* 

Finally, he observed that law was 
not his vocation. He was no pettifog- 
ger, but he had endeavoured loyally to 
I i !« th> M lixlitM c< inf ( >nn himself to the broad and gene- 
..'.. li v'lJ! ii.TVjaristan- ' nil principles of honour, justice, and 
*li: Mil ^I'rio thither ! truth. In a very few and simple words, 
.. ..iiiiiiisB4i..ri fnuii the he begged his judges to Iiave regard to 
■.1,1 mf.l 'irhliT iiistruc- his deeds, and to a life of loyal sendee. 
. .*.tt ■•»> h'-r «»wn hand. If he had erred occasionally in those 
, , •. .i. I -. ■•tl'»vU'«l a tern- times of tumult, his intentions had ever 
. .i.,.f 'nrwi-fii the two | been faithful and honourable.^ 
.,-. Ml 'li.- 'vwi-i of the! The charges against Count Egmont 
I.- 'i.ul I u-r- Slit ted the i were very similar to those against 
i:i . .» •.Miiimie. but kvl , C«>unt Horn. The answers of both 
.! r lor tho tin*t time. | defendants were nearly identical. In- 
%..! Miii|iIi'H to be built j tern^gations thus addressed to two dif- 

'Mil t» wM by express ! ferent persons, as to circumstances 

I i.i liiu*. I.* h.' e"tiM pD»ve ■ which had occurred long before, could 
>Ui,« i» i.i .-vi'M re:»nn\\l ' not have been thus separately, secretly, 
;»»• ..iiM,i!. »vo.i'i*e the but simiUtaneously answered in lan- 
H,ii uromiilmhevl with : jjuaj^.* substantially the same, had not 
,..i.» li. • Willi reciril ti> i that language been the words of truth. 
1 .1! . I li.il. Iu» winiM .»np%V'«o , KiT.nont was accused generally of plot- 
ii.iiuv will i;».'>t^«> !v.eM. ting with others to expel the King 
»»!tli i.4Iop'h''"»^ -iizv-nli- fn.nii the provinces, and to divide the 

I.I 'i.»i ■» 'w Tv.ik.:"..; territory among themselves. Through 

a l«»nj series of ninety articles, he was 
aooi'.JkHl of conspiring against the cha- 
rwter and life of Cariliual Granvelle. 
He was the inventor, it was charged. 
of the f'V^l's-cap livery. He had joined 
in the letter* ti^ the King, demanding 
the T^re'-Ate's reraovul. He had favoured 
ys'x • :i»' .•'•.^i'-\ i:- "♦ wlv -'i the f".;*i«^n ot the three councils. He 
h.i.l :r.i:n:ainetl that the estat«sgeneral 
•'".cUt to be t-^rthwith rwsembleii. that 

M ;"y 's .'-i'^rw-.so the d:'.»ts '^i his Majesty ami 

•< ■ • It ' ■• » I :" ri'.e oo':r.:ry o-^u-d never be paid, and 

' •".•"••s? ■•• IT tl'.i* yr-.'v'.uces w.i'.ll go to the 

I v ;-\ H >'■••". v:. to the i.?or:'.'. iu«. or to the 

•«•;•■-■-, •." : •■ " He bi.i isi«ertei.l that hewnild 
-.U -^1^ •■• ■•»• " - 'c •.••■?rr".:".r?!::.i: in buniin^ f'»rty 

• • N • •■ ' ■ '"-y -['. -KvA :v.en. in .r-ier that the 

,• ■•■k' •"< ""•" :■*":" ir.'i 'he n;«i:':*s mfjrht l»e -is'-'.^- 

•: ' H:? '::•: -iijc'irfd tLit the 

: ■ ■ .* -.v.-rc r^ r i*. He lud a.iv>-.d 

. vxx • • ■ ir: v. 5 r. -i 
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h& Dacheis to moderate ihrnHf luid 
fTemove the InqmBitioiit Buying ihat 
theee mt^asursH^, with a purdon getiej-ol^ 
^cUtioti, were the odIj tneanB of 
quieting the country. He Lad advised 
1i€: formatloTi of the confederacy, and 
promised to it hia protection and favour. 
I& had coui^selled the preaentation of 
Ithe petitlpn. He had arranged all thei^ 
banatteiBj in cot^iultatian with the other 
noblsB, at the Laterviowa at Breda aad 
HoDgstraaten. He had refused the 
demand of Bladaiue de Parma, to take 
arma in her defeui^e. He had expressed 
his iDtention, at a moat witical moment, 
^f gaing to the baths of Mx for his 
liealth, although hhj personal appear- 
ance gave no indication of anj malady 
iphateYer^^ Ha bad countenanced and 
Otmaelled the proceodingB of the rebel 
oblea at Saint Trond. He had made 
I accord with those of ** the religioii " 
Tfti Gh^Dt, Briigea, and other places* 
jtHe bad adTi£)€d tbe Duchesa to grant 
a pardon to those who bad taken up 
Arms. He had maintained^ in common 
with the Princa of Or.mge; at a ajsaion 
of the state-couDcU^ that if Madame 
should leave Bruasels, they would as- 
Bemble the states general of their own 
authority, and raise a force of forty 
t^LOUBond men. ^ He had plotted trea- 
fion, and made arrangements for the 
kvy of troops at the interriew at Den- 
remonde, with Horn, Hoogstraateo^ and 
the Prince of Orange, He had taken 
imdor hia protection, on the 20th April, 
1566, the confederacy of the rebels; 
bad promised that they should never 
b« molested^ for the future^ on account 
of the Inquisition or the edicts,, and 
tbat ao long as tbey kept within the 
t^rma of the Petition and the Gompro- 
HUBS, he would defend them with his 
own person. He had granted liberty 
of preaching outeide tb© walls in many 
cities within bis government He bad 
eaid repeatedly, tbat if the King de- 
aired to introduce the Inquiflition into 
the Netherlands, he w^ould aoll all his 
property and remove to another land ; 
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thus doelaring with bow muoK con- 
tempt and detestation he regarded the 
Mid Inquisition. ^ He had winked at 
all the proceedings of the seytariea. 
He had permitted the cry of " Yi%'isn,t 
Us gueax *' at his table. H e had as^ated 
at the banquet at Culeniburg House.* 
The^ were the principal points in 
the long act of accu^mtion. Like the 
Admiral, Egmont admitted many of 
the facts^ and fiatly denied the rest. 
Ho indignantly repelled the posslbibty 
of a treasonable iiiferenee from any ofj 
or all, his deeds. He bad oertmily de- 
aired the removal of Granvelle, for he 
he^lieveci tbiit the King's service woiild 
profit by hie recall.' He replied, almost 
in the same terins as the Adiiiii'ol had 
dune, to the charge concerning the 
hvery, and asserted that its principal 
object had been to set an example of 
economy. The foors-<:ap and beUs 
bad been ebanged to a bundle of 
arrows, in cQm^quenct fif a ecrtam rur 
mQnr which became rife in Urmteit, 
and in obedience to an ordinance of 
Madame de Panna.^ ^s to the assem- 
bling of the st&tea-general, tbe fusion 
of the couacila, the moderation of tbe 
edicts, he had certainly been in favour 
of those moasviies, which he consi- 
dered to be wholesome and Liwf ul, not 
mischievous or treasonable.^ He had 
certainly maintained that tbe ediete 
were ngorous, and hod advised the 
Dachessj under the perilous circum- 
stances of the country, to grant a 
temporary modifcation until tbe plea- 
am^ of Mb Majesty ©ould be knowiL 
With re^patd to the Compromise, he 
had advified all his friendfi to keep 
out of it, and many in consequence 
had kept out of it* As to the pre* 
sentation of the petition, he had given 
Madame de Parma notice thereof, so 
soon as he had heard that such a step 
was contemphited.^ He used tbe 
same language as bad been employed 
by Horn with regard to the interview 
at Breda and Hoogetraaten— that they 
etings of "good cheer ' 



1 TrocH d'^^tnont, utL x^. Bupp. 
Btrnda, i, a*- Tbis rumark of Egtoi^nt't 
WQd fififttneri so tisaBoiiiib^e tliat, flaalreaiiy 
staE^^^d, It was brought most stipejfluovLsly 
inlo ikiis liiidi&tnic^it agintist Horn. 
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;r/i ThtiiiMoftU 

•U4il ^■<ii>1 fttlliiW«lti|i^ \\t\ \\tv\ filWAyM 
lu.i.ii i»|. i;Viii y tli"lliKtiL lit itl<i f:/;tn' 
iiiaiiil iif li»u tliK^lmaM, MdVA wlM:ti hi; 
huil )j|iiiiu Ik initiiilntH ami Art<fiM i/i 
kii|i|iiiiod IliB ttiiiiull.in, iti'f]iii'<liiif;r t«i luir 

ti*|ill.oa iililiHri. lln liiul f|lH;(fliri»XiOtl 
tviiil ttiu iiiaal.iti}/ iif Uin llulihtH at 
M'llttt 'rtiiliii- Ittt iiiul f/iititi t4> l)iitfnl 
U4 a|>Ut.l<il uitviiy fiiiiit tiin l)il<ih(<iM, i<) 
iri..ti. Willi iwil-uiii |ilniii|HiUiiiinrinH 
aii|ii)Uilitit tit (lit* HiiiiiL Tniiul iiiottt 
\\\^* Mo li»i<l Hhiiitly (Miiif(>nii(i(| to 
tiu> lulUi of itiialriiittluiiri, (Imwit up l\v 
ihii httisltead, wlilitll would Im found 
uiiioiiy liU |in|iPt-i4,^ but tin liml iim'or 
|ii(iiiiiaotl tittt itoliltv« liin piM-rtonul nid 
m iitiitiHthou. With vo^urd to tho 
ttviuotuoudti uirnitiu^. hn ^avo tduittttt 
tt^mitl^Y (h0 ritiuui tttHHiiuit nit Horn hml 
tihisu Thd I'lUirti. tht) Adiuiml. nud 

h(Uia«>lf, hnd OoUVt^lrttHl ImiNVtH^n A 

^Urtttm- |><iknt> rl«iv«>u t»u\t ilimt(«r tiuit«. 
\ivhii»h \v<*i t\\t»lvt» i»Vlook. on viiriou* 
iuitit-«it«, |)<«itioid<kt'ljb' u(KMi th«« Kii\g8 

«|(«Ml.k(ia^koti\a\ with klXH^Ut OVt^UtA kU 

(ho NulhoilitHta. )M\<\ u)vu a v^)rt^uu 
ti»(-(wt n\uu th«» .VudkkiiH<ksh'ir AUvA m 
t*u»ni U' thp iHu'h^ad i»i l^kftiw.* Ht> 
htd. h^'wooi', «>!i^'ivw«s!\l hU v^(u»U'n to 
M>xUutv> \»\\M ttiv Iv't^v w;*!i » (Vrt;[t»rv. 
\\\> XvkiX iKMuiU&vxt ^'ut'lic ^*ji-v«k,*hti'^ iu 

V.4lbw^ (bklii W<Wi I'Jb .«sWi\tiIKX> W uh chs^ 

tK.va o.y>icMuN <.viii;iiiUJv'.cvi 0\.» ao *>, 
k<i^« 'Uv-vii .Av> irho v>^ciu:itvruc :t<i t^QM, 

b.LiJo ^k.ki <K.»u ■>:^»^ivLUv( M 'til ^•'•A.»pd 'V 
■»ii^>i»;. »»,. ■>»; jc^v '.\;*'f;T<.»:i '>v cV.nxt*, 
tl.- »..;k-N\! ^.lo N.<»,T. .»i fci"Hi. OiHiJj;e, 
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to prevent Madame from lesring^Bros- 
HtiU, in which effort he had been aao- 
rj'MnUi\f and from which much good 
hiuj reMultod to the country. He had 
nnver recf^mmended that a pardon 
Nhould be g^ranted to those who had 
takon up arms, but, on the contrary, 
liml advined their chaatiaement, aa h^ 
nj)|H)aro<l in hia demeanour towards 
thu ruUilH at Osterwel, Toumay, and 
Vahmcionncs. He had never per- 
initt<Kl the cry of " Vivent Us gueux" 
nt hiM own table, nor encouraged it in 
liiH prtmouce anywhere else.' 

Such were the leading features in 
tht«M) nioniorable cases of what was 
onlltHl high treason. Trial there was 
lume. The tribunal was incompetent ; 
thu prisimers were without advocates ; 
tho govemn\ont evidence was conceal- 
tnt : the totftimony for the defence was 
oxoludod: and the cause was finally 
it«Hn\{<Hl Itefore a thousandth port <^ 
itsu m<>rits i\>uld have been placed under 
tho <»yiNi of the judge who gave the 

*t»Ut«»l\\.t>.* 

Hut it is almost puerile to speak of 

I th* tuatter in the terms usually appli- 

I oaMe ti> «tate trials The case had 

! be<»u !M»ttIe^l in Madrid long before 

ehti* »mwt ol? th<^ prisoners in Brussds. 

T\x^ senteuvv, si^ed by Philip in 

bliuik. hcKt beira brvHight in Alva's 

iH.>r«xVlio from Spifctn.'" The proceed- 

itt^ w«>re » tuock<^rT. aiad. so far as 

:iuy eJfevt u{.va public opinion was 

v.viK'«ra«f«.i mi^he a5 well hare been 

ouijttc^l If eke flcecTskm^c had been 

dhoc in th»j sVur«-y:Anl ot J«wt House, 

by vHici^je or i ctit;ai-fe««*i court-mar- 

u:U, jkU (lour jLi*ier cibeir arrest, the 

?tioutt» 'ji huuiiuticy w«.nijii e<vC hare 
■j\wu jucnitsed yiortf rxcrkfriy. Every 
ji^utuiULCitfuui uxd ^acurtftl 'tj^lz was 

aaiiiv v»-^ uuc » -lov^fitv. Tbj;ca!*&is 
ji jlh^-um 'lniivlau:L^k wrb.nK ;«iA- 

i vitBCtMiAiti, -*>i\> 'luu t ■r»;m ?!L*jr. «-Ji- 
.t»t, >cu< I '.';>utic '<ciitv>ttG.^u')mp:tp> JbitiTrjss* 

•*%!.. ''.'Im u»L t i\tu -'iur'UK 'A'Hl T^i.iin fiC 

a«.<. >tt.ii. ?4.>!ii|vt:itue>iat»t* ii vnt ii;ii r:i"JK 
Vitfh- iUM.1 . Va,;^n. "-Ii^., 'f. ITS riiuiUCi 
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tioiLS and friends w^re not upon 
ihrnneQ and in high placea, but in 
boothJi and celloj^^ and whose fate^ 
thefpfore, did not 'mud a shudder of 
sympathy throughout Europe, hsd 
^ewcly been mcrliictid by the Blood 
feihuual. The country was simply 
under martial law — the entire po- 
pulation under aontenc^ of death. 
The whole civil power was in Alvn** 
liand ; the whole r&3p<»DBibility in 
AlYa'a breast. Neither the mo?t ig- 
noble nor the most powerful could 
Ijfi their heads iu the desoIaMon which 
was sweeping the coimtry. This was 
now i>r<>ved beyond peradTenture. A 
mieeniltk cobbler or weaver might be 
liurried from his ihop to the Bca.Eold, 
iu Yoking the jua fife nan evocando till 
bo was ^igged^ but the Emperor 
would not fitoop from his throne, nor 
aLeciors palatine and powerful, nobles 
nieh to hiJB rescue ; but in behalf of 
these prisouers the moit august hands 
£md voices of Christendom hfid been 
lifted up at the foot of Philip's 
throne; and their supplications had 
proved as idle as the millions of teara 
I sad death-cnes which bad been shed 
op uttered in the lowly places of the 
land It waa obvious, then, that all 
mterceaflioTi muat thereafter be use- 
letB. Philip wae fanatically impressed 
with his mission. Hia viceroy was 
possessed by bla loyalty as by a 
deraoiL In thii way aloue, that con- 
duct which can never be palliated may 
at least be comprehended. It was 
Philip's enthusiasm to embody the 
wi^tb of God against heretics. It 
was Alva*B enthusiasm to embody the 
wrath of Philip, Narrow-nxindedj isolat- 
ed, seeing only that section of the world 
whieh wa.-* visible through the loop-bole 
of the fortrcaa in which Nntitre hod im* 
prisoned him for Hfe, placing his glory 
in unconditional obedience to his su- 
perior, questioumg nothing, doubting 
nothing, fearing nothing, the \ic:eroy 
aceomfjlfshed hi» work of hell with all 
the trfinquilHty of an angel. An iron 
I will, which clove through every ob- 
' tttacle I adamantine fortitude^, which 
vnttmned without flinching a moun- 



tain of Tcsponaibility sufficient to 
crush a common natui'e, were qualities 
which, united to hiss fanatical obe- 
dience, made Mm a man for Philip's 
work such as could net have been 
found again in the world* 

The ease, then, waa tried before a 
tribunal which was not cnly incc^pe^ 
tent, under the laws of the Land, but 
not even a court of justice in any 
ptiiloAOphical or legal sense. Coi^ti- 
tutioual and municipal law were not 
more outraged in its creation, than all 
national and natural maxims. 

The r€sader who has followed step by 
step the career of the two distinguished 
victims through the perilous day^ of 
Margaret's administration^ is sufE- 
oiently aware of the amount of treason 
with which they are chargeable. It 
would he an insult to common sense 
for ufl to aet forth, in inHf the injus- 
tice of their sent«iice. Both wer« 
guiltless towards the crown ; while tho 
handa of one, on the contrary, were 
deeply dyed in the blood of the people. 
This truth was so self-evident, that 
even a member of the Blood-Council, 
PiCTra AnsenSt president of Arfcoia, 
addressed on elaborate memoir to the 
Dvike of AJva, criticising the caae 
according to the rules of law, and 
maintaining that Egmont, instead of 
deserving puniahment, was entitled to 
a aignai reward.^ 

So much for the famous treason of 
Cuunts Egmont and Horn, so far as 
regards the hi&tory of the proceedings 
and the meriti] of the case. The last 
act of the tragedy was precipitated by 
occurrences which must be now nar- 
rated. 

The Prince of Or^ge bad at kst 
thrown down the guantlet. Bposeribed, 
oiitlawei:!, with his Netherlaad pro- 
perty confiscated, and hia eldest child 
kidnapped, he saw sufficient personal 
justification for at last atepplng into 
the lists, the avowed champion of a 
nation's wrongs. Wtethor the revo- 
lution was to be successful^ or to be 
diBafttrou&lyoruBhed; whether its residt 
would be to place him upon a throne 
or a scaffold, he could not |>0BsIbly 
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f AfTRiw^. The HeformasioTU in wfaicfa. 
he took hnth. ■^ noiiticai .md i rriigiona 
interest, murfit prove ^ -mxficient lerer 
in hia handa ror 'iie )v«Tiirow iif 
Spaniah pt^wer in the yetfaeriando. 
The Innuiarcion vn^ai\r. roll bock iTuon 
hia 'Country md hixnaeii, cmaJiin^ 
them for -^ver. The ohances deemed 
with the LnqiiiaitioiL The Spazuarda, 
imder the nrat '^hi^rtain in Eumpe, 
were encamped cmd entrenched in the 
provtacea. The Hiignenota had jnat 
made their fatal peace in France, to 
the prophetic diaaadataction of Co- 
liipiy/ The leadina^ men of liberal 
aentimenta in the Netherianda were 
captive or in exile. All were em- 
barraaaed by the coniiacationa. which, 
in anticipation of aentence, had ae- 
vered the nervea of war. The coim- 
try waa terror-atricken, abject, for- 
awearing its convictiona, and im- 
ploring only life. At thia moment 
William of Orange re-£^peared upon 
the scene. 

He replied to the act of condemnar 
tion, which had been pronomiced 
againat him in default, by a publiahed 
paper, of moderate length and great 
eloquence. He had repeatedly offered 
to place himaelf, he aaid, upon trial 
before a competent court. Aa a 
Knight of the Fleece, aa a member 
of the Holy Roman Empire, aa a aove- 
reign prince, he could acknowledge 
no tribimal aave the chaptera of the 
knighta or of the realm. The Emperor's 
personal interceaaion with Phihp had 
been employed in vain, to obtain the 
adjudication of hia case by either.^ 
It would be both death and degrada- 
tion on hia part to acknowledge the 
jurisdiction of *the infamous Council 
of Blood. He scorned, he said, to 
plead hia cauae "before he knew 
not what base knavea, not fit to be 
the valets of hia companions and 
himself."* 

He appealed therefore to the judg- 
ment of the world. He published not 
an elaborate argument, but a con- 
densed and scathing statement of the 

1 De Thou. V. 414-417. 
» Hoofd, iv. 159. De Thou, v. 862, 863, 
B69. 
• Apologie d'Orange, 64, 65. 



; ontragei wfaidi had been. pw u'-^ iJ B wl 
TXDon him.* He rfani^ tfaaife hs had 
lieen a party to the ComproiniaK. He 
\ draied that he had been ooncenifld in 
' the ReqneR. sdthongh he deraoaiieed 
. with aeom the tyranny which eacdd 
. creac a petition to government aa an 
; .let of open war againat the aovexeigiL 
, Heapokeof(3rtanveilewithunnieaniied 
! wrath. He maintained that his own 
continnance in <s&ce had been desired 
I by the Cardinal, in ord^ that his per^ 
' aonal popularity might protect the odi- 
oua designs of the govemm emL The 
i edicta, the rnqnimidmi , the peraecntiaOy 
j t^ new biahoprica, had been the caoaea 
of the tnmulta. He concluded witii a 
burst of indignation against PhzHp'i 
conduct toward himaelf. The mfloareh 
had f orgott^i hia aervicea and those ai 
hia valiant ancestors. He had robbed 
him of honour, he had robbed him of 
hia son — both dearer to him than hfe: 
By thus doing he had degraded hiimwlf 
more than he had injured him, for he 
had broken all hia royal oaths and ob- 
ligations.' 

The paper was publidied early in 
the summer of 1568. At about tiie 
same time, the Count of Hoogstraaten 
publiahed a similar reply to the act of 
condemnation with which he had been 
viaited. He defended himself mainly 
upon the ground, that all the crimes 
of which he stood arraigned had been 
committed in obedience to the literal 
instructions of the Duchess of Parma» 
after her Accord with the confede- 
rates.^ 

The Prince now made the greatest 
possible exertions to raise funds and 
troops. He had many meetings with 
influential individuaLs in Qermany. 
The Protestant princes, particularly 
the Landgrave of Hesse and the Elec- 
tor of Sakony, promised him assist- 
ance. He brought all hia powers of 
eloquence and of diplomacy to make 
friends for the cause which he had now 
boldly espoused. The high-bom De- 
mosthenes electrified lai^ assemblies 
by his indignant invectiyes* against the 



« Bor, iv. 227 : and the text of the Joatifi- 
cation in Byv Aut. Stukk. i S. et seq. 
» Ibid., Bor, L 8, aqq. 
• Bor, iv. 224. 



156a] 



Uk Energy and Sacn^e^. 



377 



^ 



I 



Spanish Philip.* H« excelled e^en Ms 
rojr'dl u.i:)t;igtimst in the mdufftriotiS 
fiubtletj with which hs beg^an to furtu 
a tho\teajJ,d combmationa. He h^ 
high correspondents and higher hofjes 
in England. He waa alreudy eecrctly 
or openly in league with half the sove- 
relgna of Germany. The Huguenota 
of France looked aporj him els their 
friend, and on Loiii^ o£ Naaaau an their 
ine¥itable chieftain, were Coligny de- 
stined to fall* He waa m league with 
cjl the exiled tmd outlawed nobles of 
tbe Netb^rliuidfl.^ By Mb orders re- 
crutls were ddilj enlisted, without 
Bound of drum. He granted tk com- 
faiBsIon to hid brother Louia, one of 
"Qie moet skilful und audacious soldiers 
of the age^ than whom the revolt could 
not have found a more determiiied 
partlMn, nor the Prince a mony fiuth- 
ful lieutenant. 

This comuiiflskjn, which waa dated 
Dillcnburg, tifch Apnl 1563^ waa a some- 
what startling document. It autho- 
rised the Count to levy troope and 
wage war against Philip, atrietly for 
Philip*B goodL The fiction ol lojalty 
©Hrtainly never went further. The 
Prince of Orange nAade known to all 
*' to whom those preeentaahould come," 
that through the affection which he 
bore the gracious King, he purposed to 
e:ipel M& Majo^y a furcies from the 
Netherlands. *' To ehe w our love for 
the monarch and his hereditary pro- 
vincea/' so ran the commission^ **to 
prevent the desolation hanging over 
the country by tbe ferocity of the 
Spaniards, to mmntaiu the privileges 
Bwom to by hiH MajeHty and hia prede^ 
ceeaons, to prevent the extirpation of 
all rehgion W the edicts, and to save 
the sons and ckughtera of the land 
from abject slavery, we have requested 
our dearly-beloved brother Louis Naa- 
^n to enrol as many troopfl aa he shall 
think necessary.*'* 

Van den Berg, Hooj^stniatGn, and 

oHiers^ provided with siTniW ptowers^ 

w^6 also actively engaged in levying 

1 Hoofd. V. 101-lfl.l. BontiTogliov UK iy. 

> Hoofil. V. IflS. 104, Wiigonaur. Vj*derK 
HUt, 'm&-'im Viin. d. Vyuckt, ii. 23. 24. 
B^r, Iv, 25E7, Da tlinu, vt. 30* * Ibid,, iv. HHS, 
334. * Ibid., W* 2H. ' Htusfd, v. Itt3. 



troopa ; * but the right hifcnd of the re- 
volt wad Count Louis, aa his illu«trioua 
bnvther waa its head and heart. Two 
hundred thouaand emwna waa the sum 
which the Prineeoonaideredaljsointely 
Qouetisaiy fur oz^anising the army with 
which he contemplated making an en* 
trance into the NetherlaDds. Half this 
amount had been produced by the cities 
of Antwerp, Amsterdam, Leydenj Hajr* 
lem, Middelburgj Flushing, and other 
towna^ as well as by refugee merchant* 
iu England. The other hall waa aub- 
scribed by individuals. The Prince 
himself contributed 50|000 florins, 
Hoogstraaten 3D,00Q| Louie of Nassau 
10,000, Culembitrg 30,000, Van d^n 
Ber|; 30,000^ the Dowager-CounteaB 
Horn 10,000, and other peraons m leas 
pr^jportion.*^ 0>unt John of Nauaii 
abo pledged h.h estates to raiae a likrg& 
sum for the cause. The Prince hitn- 
aelf sold aH his jewels, plate, tj^peatry, 
and other furniture, which were of lu* 
most regal magnificence/ The eplen^ 
dour of bis station hjis been snfiBciently 
depicted. His fortune, hie family, his 
Hf e, hia children, all were now ven- 
tured, not with the recklesaneaa of a 
gambler, but with the calm conviction 
of a statesman. 

A private and most audadoua at- 
tempt to secure tbe per«on of Alva 
and the puBsesaion of Bruss^la had 
failed,^ He was soon, however, calidd 
upon to employ all his energies against 
the open warfare which was now com- 
menced. 

According to the pkn of the Prinee, 
the provin<jea were to be attacked 
simultaneously, in three places, by hU 
heutenants, wiiile he himself wns wait^ 
ing in the neighbourhood of Cloves, 
ready for a fourth a^aulL An army of 
Huguenots and refugees was to enter 
Artois upon the frontier of France j & 
aecond^ under Hoogstraatcn, was to 
opemte between the Khino and the 
Meuae ; while Louis of Nassau was to 
raise the etaudard of revolt in Priea- 
land.' 

' CnqafeAAion at tbfi goigrtkeui' de VtVlars, 
Vide Corr^puiidaaoo do Fniltppe II., IL T5T» 

i AtBtei-eii. hh HoofJ. v. 1^3, 164. Mm- 
do£Uf li. 3^, 40. 

B n,*r, iv. aa3, SJW, Hwfil, t* 10*, IM^ 
McndoEa, t 33?, ot aoq. 
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The two first adTentures were de- 
stined to be eignaUy unsuccessfuL A 
force under Seigneur de Cocqueville, 
latest of all, took the field towards the 
end of June. It entered the baili- 
wick of Hesdin in Artois, was imme- 
diately driven across the frontier by the 
Count de Roeulx, and cut to pieces at 
St Valery by Marshal de Coss^, Go- 
vernor of Picardy. This action was 
upon the 18th July. Of the 2500 men 
who composed the expedition, scarce 
300 escaped. The few Netherlanders 
who were taken prisoners were given 
•to the Spanish government, and, of 
course, lumged^ 

The force under the Seigneur de 
Villars was earlier under arms, and the 
sooner defeated. This luckless gentle- 
man, who had replaced the Count of 
Hoogstraaten, crossed the frontier of 
Juliers, in the neighbourhood of Maes- 
tricht, by the 20th ApriL His force, 
infantry and cavalry, amounted to 
nearly three thousand men. The ob- 
ject of the enterprise was to raise the 
country, and, if possible, to obtain a 
foothold by securing an important 
city. Roermonde was the first point 
of attack, but the attempts, both by 
stratagem and by force, to secure the 
town, were fruitless. The citizens 
were not ripe for revolt, and refused 
the army admittance. While the in- 
vaders were, therefore, endeavouring 
to fire the gates, they were driven off 
by the approach of a Spanish force. 

The Duke, so soon as the invasion 
was known to him, had acted with 
great promptness. Don Sancho de 
Lodrofio and Don Sancho de Avila, 
with five vanderas^ of Spanish in- 
fantry, three companies of cavalry, and 
about 300 pikemen under Count Eber- 
. stein, a force amounting in all to about 
1600 picked troops, had been at once 
despatched against Villars. The rebel 
chieftain, abandoning his attempt upon 
Roermonde, advanced towards Erke- 
lens. Upon the 25th April, between 
Erkelens and Dalem, the Spaniards 
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came up with him, and gave him 
battle. Villars lost aB his cavalry and 
two vanderas of his in&mtry in the 
encounter. With the renuunder ol 
his force, amounting to 1300 men, he 
effected his retreat in good order to 
Dalem. Here he rapidly entrenched 
himsell At four in the afternoon, 
Sancho de Lodrofio, at the head of 600 
infemtry, reached the spot. He was 
unable to restrain the impetuosity ctf 
his men, although the cavalry under 
Avila, prevented by the difficnit na- 
ture of the narrow path through whidi 
the rebels had retreated, had not yet 
arrived- The enemy were two to one, 
and were fortified; nevertheless, in 
half an hour the entrenchments were 
carried, and almost every man in the 
patriot army put to the sword. Vil- 
lars himself, with a handful of soldiers, 
escaped into the town, but was ao(ni 
afterwards taken prisoner, with all his 
followera He sullied the cause in 
which he was engaged by a base con- 
fession of the designs formed by the 
Prince of Orange — a treachery, how- 
ever, which did not save him from the 
scaffold. In the coiu-se of this day's 
work, the Spanish lost twenty men, 
and the rebels nearly 200. This por- 
tion of the liberating forces had been 
thus disastrously defeated on the evd 
of the entrance of Count Louis into 
Friesland.* 

As early as the 22d April, Alva had 
been informed, by the lieutenant-go- 
vernor of that province, that thip b^- 
gars were mustering in great force in 
the neighbourhood of Embden. It was 
evident that an important enterprise 
was about to be attempted.* Two days 
afterwards, Louis of Nassau entered 
the provinces, attended by a small 
body of troops. His banners biased 
with patriotic inscriptions. Nunc out 
nunqtuim, Recuperare aut mori, were 
the watchwords of his desperate ad- 
venture: "Freedom for fatherland and 
conscience " was the device which was 
to draw thousands to his standard.^ On 



» Bor, iv. 238. Hoofd, 164. Mendoza. 
Gachard, Correspondance du Due d'Albe 
Bur riuvasion du Comte L, de Nassau en 
Frisc, etc., p. 10, 11. a A vandera in Alva's 
arn)y amounted, on an averacre. to 170 men. 

» i3or, iv. 234. Hoofd, v. 164. " " 



40-46. Qachard, Correspondance dn Due 
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* Con-espondance du Dxic d'Albe, 13-16. 
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GuL Aur. iv. 44. 
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Uie western wolds of Frisia, he sur- 
prised the castle of Wedde, a residence 
of ihe absent Aremberg, stadholder of 
the province. Thence he advanced to 
Appingadam, or Dam, on the tide 
waters of the Dollart. Here he was 
met by his younger brother, the gal- 
lant Adolphus, whose days were so 
nearly numbered, who brought with 
him a small troop of horse.^ AtWedde, 
at Dam, and at Slochteren, the stand- 
ard was set up. At these three points 
there daily gathered armed bodies of 
troops, voluntary adventurers, peasants 
with any rustic weapon which they 
could find to their hand. Lieutenant- 
Governor Groesbeck wrote urgently to 
the Duke, that the beggars were hourly 
increasing in force; ^lat the leaders 
perfectly understood their game ; ihat 
they kept their plans a secret, but 
were fast seducing the- heart of the 
country.* 

On the 4th May, Louis issued a 
Bommons to the magistracy of Gron- 
ingen, ordering them to send a depu- 
tation to confer with him at Dam. He 
was prepared, he said, to shew the 
commission with which he was pro- 
vided. He had not entered the coun- 
try on a mere personal adventiure, but 
bad received oxders to raise 'a sufficient 
army. By the help of the eternal 
Qod, he was determined, he said, to 
extirpate the detestable tyranny of 
those savage persecutors who had shed 
so much Christian blood. He was re- 
solved to lift up the down-trod privi- 
leges, and to protect the fugitive, ter- 
roiHitricken Christians and patriarchs 
of the country.'"^ If the magistrates 
were disposed to receive him with 
friendship, it was well Otherwise, he 
should, with regret, feel himself ob- 
liged to proceed against them as ene- 
mies of his Majesty and of the com- 
mon weaL 

As the result of this summons, Louis 
received a moderate sum of money, on 
condition of renouncing for the mo- 
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ment an attack upon the eity. With 
this temporary supply he was able to 
retain a larger number of the adven- 
turers, who were daily iwarming 
around him.^ 

Li the meantime Alva was not idle. 
On the 30th April, he wrote to Groes- 
beck, that he must take care not to be 
taken napping ; that he must keep his 
eyes well open until the arrival of guc- 
cour, which was already on the wi^.^ 
He then immediately ordered Count 
Aremberg, who had just returned from 
France on conclusion of hostilities, to 
hasten to the seat of war. Five van- 
deras of his own regiment, a small 
body of cavalry, and Braccamonte's 
Sardinian l^on, making in all a force 
of nearly 2500 men, were ordered to 
follow lum with the utmost expedi- 
tion. Count Meghem, stadholder of 
Gueldres, with five vanderas of in- 
fantry, three of light horse, and some 
artillery, composing a total of about 
1500 men, was directed to co-operate 
with Aremberg.^ Upon this point, the 
orders of the Governor-General were 
explicit. It seemed impossible that 
the rabble rout under Louis Nassau 
could stand a moment before nearly 
4000 picked and veteran troops, but 
the Duke was earnest in warning his 
generals not to undervalue the enemy.^ 

On the 7th May, Counts Meghem 
and Aremberg met and conferred at 
Amheim, on their way to Friesland. 
It was fully agreed between them, 
after having heard full reports of the 
rising in that province, and of the tem- 
per throughout the eastern Nether- 
lands, that it would be rash to attempt 
any separate enterprise. On the 11th, 
Aromberg reached Yollenhoven, where 
he was laid up in his bed with the 
gout.8 Bodies of men, while he lay 
sick, paraded hourly with fife and drum 
before his windows, and discharged 
pistols and arquebuses across the ditch 
of the blockhouse where he was quar- 
tered.^ On the 18th, Braccamonte, 



1 Bor, 233. Mendoza, 46. Correspondance 
da Due d'Albe, 16, 16. 

a Ibid.. 15-17. 

» Address of Louis Nassau to the Burgo. 
msBters and Mji^stracy of Groningen, 4th 
May, l.')«8, in Oachard, Correspondance du 
Ducd'Albe, 21, 22. 
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with hirt li'i^iiiti. arrivtMl liy wat4T at 
II iiliiit'.ni Nut a tiionifiit iiiort! waH 
lioti At! intN-ti:, ii(itwiMiHlaiMliiit( hirt 
^•••iil. i\liii li kIiII roiihiuHi him to a lit- 
(i«i, Mitihilrvt iiiico III pui-Muit of the 
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! in nix days. The beggars had not a 
' rttiver, he said, and must disband, or 
W lieaten to pieces as soon as Arem* 
i Iwrg and he had joined forces. NevM^ 
tlieless, he admitted that these same 
" inoster-beggare/' as he called them, 
iiii^ht pn>ve too many for either gene- 
nil alone.* 

Alva, in reply, expressed his ooih 
tidence that four or five thousand 
choice troops of Spain would be enong^ 
to make a short war of it, but neve^ 
tlioloAii warned Hia officers of the dan* 
gow of overweening confidence.* He 
iuul Ihh?u infi>rmed that the rebels had 
a:»ained the red scarf of the Spanifh 
unit-^rm. He hoped the stratagem 
wiuild not nve them from bn^en 
h.'u^b. but WW unwilling that his Ma- 
jesty '« biu.{^ should be altered.' He 
rvi.ented hi* Lvmmands that no en- 
^crvr'se should be undertaken, except 
Vy tiie w'ti'/w army in ci^ncert: and 
,»i';.nuvH.i The ^nenis inconcinently to 
■.1.1:!^ in»i sruic'.e all prisoners tlii 
■.!i«-::;cT:: :her sho'ild b-e taken.* 

H.ir-.-ii :r.c ii~ctly x:i?rthward. Meg- 

'\x.u 7^;K.l!«^i C'everuec *:me tifty 

\< rr :ii Van. 'c the nixht of tlw 

;> -.. >■ - ■j.ki -.zi rmed. Areml^rx that 

•.t- ■: ci" ^xrts^-t '-"- ' TFidihis inantry 

«i'.\: :.»■ LT-- JL r« 12 tiie course of 
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hem bad not yet eSlected IiIb juDction 
with Aremberg^ prepaied to Btrika^ at 
laet^ a teHiog blow for freedom ami 
fatkerlond, Louia awaited the arrlvoJ 
ql bifl eager foe. 

His poaition was one ol eommand- 
ing strength and fortunate ungury. 
Hoiligcr-Leo was a wooded eminence, 
ajtific'iaJly reiared by PremonstrBJat 
monks. It was tbe only rifling ground 
^du that vast extent of watery pastureBj, 
Hpcloeted by the Eius luid Lippe' — 
^be ^' filh^eioua fieUis " described by 
^■acitua. Here HefmanD, firat of Teu- 
^Hmic heroes, had dfiahed out of bxIsU 
^mics three veteran legions of tyrant 
Rome. Here the ffpecta^of Vaniia, be- 
grimed and gory, bad risen froEu the 
moraas to warn Germanicus,' who 
came to avenge him, that Gothic free- 
dom waa a dangerous antagonist,^ And 
now, in the perpetual repruductiona of 
hiatoryj, another German warrior occu- 
pied a spot of vantage in tbut aauie 
perilouB region. The tyranny with 
wMoh he contended atrovo to be as 
universal as that of Rotnt^j and had 
H^retched its wioga of conquest into 
^fcorldft of which the Cajaara bad never 
^Beamed. It wn^ in arma, too« to 
Htntih not only the righta of man, but 
^Sie rigbte of God. The battle of free- 
dom was to bo fougbt not only for 
fatherland, but for coascience. The 
oausB was even holier than that which 
had inspired the arm of Hermann, 

Although tho awampa of thut dis- 
tant ago bad been transformed into 
fruitful pastures, yet the whole diBr 
triot was moist, deceitful, and dangi»r- 
ouBi. The country was divided into 
iquan^ not by hedges, but by im- 
passable ditches,* Agrieultural #n- 
tremcbmentfi bad long mode the comi- 
tiy almost impregnable, while iia de- 
^^incos against the oc^ean rendered al- 
^hkcet as good aervjce against a more 
^Bnpla^able huTnan foe. 

Arember^g, leading bis soldiers along 
the narrow causeway, in hot purauit of 

Phat tht^y oonBidcred a rabble rout of 
igitite beggara, eoon reached Win- 
1 Bcjr» iv S35. I>fl Thou, t. 446-448, 
» Tjieit, Anil,, i, 
« thi-l 
• Mendoftfl, 48, 49. De ThQXi, v. iU, 4461. 
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Bchoten. Here be beoame aware of 
the presence of his despicable foe. 
LriJULB and Adolphuii of Nasmiu, while 
aitting at dinner in tbe convent of the 
" Holy Lion," had been warned by a 
friendly peasant of the approach of 
the Spaniards. The opportune intelli- 
gence had given the patriot general 
time to make his preparationa, Hia 
earnest entreaties had mode his troops 
ashamed of their mutinous conduct i^n 
the preceding day, and they were now 



both ready and willing to engage.^ 
The village was not far distant &im 
the abbey, and in the neighbourhood 
of the abbey Louia ol Nassau was now 
posted* Behind him was a wood, on 
his left a bill of moderate elevation, 
btjf^re him an extCDsive and swampy 
field. In the &ont of the field w;is a 
causeway leading to the abbey. This 
was the road which Aremberg wrig to 
traverse. On the plain which lay be- 
tween the wood and the biU, the uiEiin 
body of the beggars were drawn up. 
Tbey were dispoBod In two aquares or 
squadrons, rsthOT deep than wide, giv- 
ing the idea of a leas number than 
tbey actually contained. The lesser 
square, in which were two thouaand 
eight hundred meni was partially shel- 
tered by the hill. Both were flanked 
by musketeem. On the brow of the hill 
waa a la^ge body of light armed troops, 
the tnfans perdm of the army. The 
cavalry, amounting to not more than 
three hundred men, waa placed in 
front, facing* the road along which 
Arembei^g was to arrive.^ 

That road was bordered by a wood 
extending nearly to the front of the 
hill. As Aremberg reached ita verge, 
he brought out hia ai-tillery, and opt^ned 
a fir© upon the body of light troopsi 
The hill protected a large part of the 
enemy ^s body from this attack. Find- 
ing the rebels so strong in nmubera 
and poaition, Aremberg was diisposed 
only to skirmish. He knew better 
than did his aoldiers the treacherous 
nature of tbe ground in front of the 
enemy* He m,^ that it wasi one of 



* MeDdoAo, 5!l. GtLietdardlliil, Mal^. De- 
flcripL l»<s Thou, ubi bu[i. 

* J>etaiJs BUr la Bntoillu de Hoyliger Lwi 
Qroeii van f rinat., ill, 22(?-323* 
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tli'>iie dustricte where pett had been 
talufD out in lan^ squara for foel, 
and where a fiaUiaciuuB and rerdant 
Bciirn up'jn the surface of deep pools 
sirnubited the turf that had been re- 
mo ve^L He saw that the battle-givnnd 
jtreiientfid to him by his sagacious 
ewMiy was one great sweep of tnps 
and pitfalL*.^ Before he could carry 
the fif>hition, many men must neces- 
sarily be engulfed. 

He naused for an instant. He was 
defici<mt in cavalry, having only Mar- 
ti neugo's trrx>p, hardly amounting to 
four hundred men.* He was sure of 
Meghem's arrival within twenty-four 
hours. If, then, he could keep the 
roljels in check, without allowing them 
any op^xirtunity to disperse, he should 
be able, on the morrow, to cut them 
to pieces, acc<jrding to the plan agreed 
upon a fortnight before. But the 
Count liad to contend with a double 
oljstacle. His soldiers were very hot, 
his enemy very cool. The Spaniards, 
wlio had so easily driven a thousand 
musketeers from behind their wind- 
mill, the evening before, who had seen 
the whole rebel force decamp in hot 
haste on the very night of their ar- 
rival before Dam, supposed themselves 
in full career of victory. Believing 
that the name alone of the old legions 
had stricken terror to the hearts of the 
beggars, and that no resistance was 
possible to Spanish arms, they reviled 
their general for his caution. His 
reason for delay was theirs for hurry. 
Why should Meghem's loitering and 
mutinous troops, arriving at the 
eleventh hour, share in the triumph 
and the spoil? No man knew the 
country bettor than Aremberg, a na- 
tive of the Netherlands, the stad- 
holdor of the province. Cowardly or 
lieretical motives alone could sway 
him, if he now held them back in the 
very hour of victory." Inflamed be- 
yond endurance by these taunts, feel- 
ing his pride of country touched to 
the cpiick, and willing to shew that a 
Netherlander would lead wherever 



1 Mendosa. 49. 
« Uor, iv. 2W. 
* Meuduam 49, M. Bor, 
Uoufd, T. 160, lOtf. 



' Spaniards dared to follow, Arembeig 
allowed himself to oommit the grave 
error for wfaidi he was so deeply to 

' atone. Disregarding the dictates ol 
his own experi^ice and the arrange- 
ments of his saperior, he yielded to 
the braggart humour of his 8oldi«8, 
which he had not, like Alva, learned 
to moderate, or to despiBe. 

i In the meantime, the body of light 

' troops which had received the iirs 
from Uie musical pieces of Groningen 
was seen to waver. The artillery was 
then brought beyond the cover al the 
wood, and pointed more fully upon 
the two main squares of the enemy. 
A few shots told. Soon afterward 
the enfant perdus retaneated belter^ 
skelter, entii«ly deserting their posi- 
tion. This apparent advantage, which 
was only a preconcerted stratagem, 
was too much. for the fiery Spaniards. 
They rushed merrily* forward to 
attack the stationary squares, their 
general being no longer able to restrain 
tiieir impetuosity. In a moment the 
whole vanguard had plunged into the 
morass. In a few minutes more they 
were all helplessly and hopelessly 
struggling in the pools, while tM 
musketeers of the enemy poured in la 
deadly fire upon them, without wet- 
ting ^e soles of their own feet. The 
pikemen, too, who composed the main 
body of the larger square, now charged 
upon all who were extricating them- 
selves from their entanglement, and 
drove them back again to a muddy 
death. Simultaneously, the lesser 
patriot squadron, which had so long 
been sheltered, emerged from the 
cover of the hill, xnade a detour 
around its base, enveloped the rear- 
guard of the Spaniards before they 
could advance to the succour of their 
perishing comrades, and broke them 
to pieces almost instantly.^ Qonzalode 
Braccamonte, the very Spanish colonel 
who had been foremost in denuncia- 
tion of Aremberg, for his disposition 
to delay the contest, was now the first 
to fly. To his bad conduct was 



iv. 280^ 236. 



« " Lostiff a.'vngetogen.''— Bor. iv. 2S5. 

6 Mendosa. 60. Hoofd, r. IM. Bar, SSi, 
236, Correspondanoe du Due d'Albe, 9>- 
97. 
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ascribed the lorn of the day. The 
anger of Alva was bo high, when he 
was informed of the incident, that he 
would have condemned the officer to 
death but for the intercesaion of his 
friends and countrymen.^ The rout 
was sudden and absolute. The fool- 
hardiness of the Spaniards had pre- 
ajHtated them into the pit which 
thnr enemies had dug. The day was 
lost Nothing was left for Aremberg 
but to perish with honour. Placing 
himself at the head of his handful of 
cavaliy, he dashed into the mdlde. 
The shock was sustained by young 
Adolphus of Nassau, at the hood of an 
equal number of riders. Each leader 
ain^ed out the othen They met. as 
"captains of might" should do, in the 
very %udst of the affray.' Aremberg, 
receiving and disregarding a pistol- 
shot from his adversary, laid Adolphus 
dead at his feet> with a bullet through 
his body and a sabre cut on his head. 
Two troopers in inunediate attendance 
upon the young Count shared the same 
hiB from the same hand. Shortly 
afterward, the horse of Aremberg, 
wounded by a musket-ball, fell to the 
ground. A few devoted followers 



1 Tbis at least is the statement mode bv 
the author of the JIS. heretofore cited, 
"Fitees concemant lee Troubles dee Pays 
Bos," eta The writ^ adds, that Alphonse 
dUlkM had taken gdod care not to mention 
the circamstanoe, as telling too hard upon 
the Spaniards. It is remarkable, however, 
that iTlloa does distinctly state that Alva, 
upon arriving in Amsterdam after the battle 
or Jemmingen, caused the captains and 
odlouels of the Sardinian r^ment to be be- 
hflsded, lor having bem the caiise of Arom- 
beig's defeat and death, ^raccamonte was 
the "Maestro de campo" of the Tercio of 
BuHl^nfa., — Commentairo du Seigneiu* A. 
d'Ulloa, i 57. Mondoxa, ii. 28vo. 

* This hotly-coutcstud field, with the strik- 
ing catastrophe of Adolphus and Aremberg, 
suggests the chivahrous pictures in " Chevy 



** At last these two stout earls did meet, 
lAke captains of great might, 
Like lions wode, they laid ou lode. 
And made a cruel fight," etc., etc. 

* Meteren, f. 52. Do Thou, v. 447. 

* The principal authority followed in the 
toregoing description of the first victory 
gaiiml by the rebels in the eighty years' 
war, which had now &irly commenced, is 
the Spaniard Mendoza, who fought through 
this whole cami)aign in Frieslund. Other 
historians give a still more pictureequeaspect 
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lifted the charger to his legs and the 
bleeding rider to hia 8ad<Ue. Thoy 
endeavoured to bear their wounded 
general from the scene of action. The 
horse staggered a few paces and fell 
dead. Aremberg disengaged hiniHclf 
from his body, and walked a few paces 
to the edge of a meadow near the 
road. Here, wounded in tlie action, 
crippled by the diuease which had so 
long tormented him, and scarcely able 
to sustain longer the burden of his 
armour, he calmly awaited his fate. 
A troop of the enemy advanced soon 
afterwards, and Aremberg fell, co- 
vered with wounds, fighting like a 
hero of Homer, single-handed, against 
a battalion, with a courage worthy a 
better cause and a better fate. The 
sword by which he received his final 
death-blow was that of the Seigneur 
de Haultain.^ That officer having 
just seen his brother slain before his 
eyes, forgot the respect due to unsuc- 
cessful chivalry.* 

The battle was scarcely finished, 
when an advancing trumpet was heard 
The sound caused the victors to pause 
in their pursuit, and enabled a rem- 
nant of the conquered Spaniards to 

to the main incident of the iMttlc. Accord- 
ing to Struda, i. 820 (wtio gives as his autho- 
rity a letter fVom Mic. Barbansoti to Margiun^t 
of Parma, 30th May 1568), Adolphus and 
Aremberg fell by- each other's hiiuds, and 
lay dead side by side. The story is iidoptod 
with some hesitation by Hoofd and Bcntivo- 

Slio. Cabrera, Ub. viu. 486, 487, follows 
[endnza literally, and ascribes the death of 
Adolphus to the hand of Aremberg, who in 
his turn was slaiu afterward in the nidlce. 
Moterun, on the contrary, seeming to thiuk, 
as weU as the {Spaniards, that the honour of 
the respective nations was at stake, on the 
individual prowess of the champions, prer«3rs 
to api)oar ignorant that tbis strikiUg single 
combat had taken place. He mentions the 
death of Adolphus as having occurred in the 
mdl^ and ascribes ArcmberK's death-blow 
to the Sieur de Haultain. Amelis van Amstel, 
in a report to the Council of Gueldres, relates^ 
on the authority of a prisoner taken in the 
battle, that the body of Aremberg was 
brought before Count Louis after the fight, 
and that the unfortimate but chivalrous 
officer had been shot through tho throat, 
through tho body, and through the head; 
or. in his own respectful language, "his lord- 
ship was shot through the windpipe of hia 
lordship's throat, in his side through and 
through agaiu, and likewise his loi-dship's 
foreiioad, above his eyes, was very valiantly 
wounded." 
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esca^pe. Meghem's force was thought 
to be advanciog. That general had 
indeed arriTed, but he was alone. He 
had reached Zuidlaren, a Tillage some 
four leagues from the scene of action, 
on the noon of that daj. Here he 
had found a letter from Aremberg, 
requesting him to hasten. He had 
done so. His troops, however, having 
come from Coevorden that morning, 
were unable to accomplish so long a 
march in addition. The Coimt, ac- 
companied hj a few attendants, 
reached the neighbourhood of Heili- 
ger-Lee only in time to meet with 
some of the camp sutlers and other 
fugitives, from whom he learned the 
disastrous news of the defeat. Finding 
that all was lost, he very properly 
returned to Zuidlaren, from which 
place he made the best of his way to 
Oroningen. That important city, the 
key of Friesland, he was thus enabled 
to secure. The troops which he 
' brought, in addition to the four Qer- 
man vanderas of Schaumbui^g, already 
quartered there, were sufficient to pro- 
tect it against the ill-equipped army of 
IjOuIs of Nassau.^ 

The patriot leader had accomplished, 
after all, but a barren victory. He 
had, to be sure, destroyed a number 
of Spaniards, amounting, acccording to 
the different estimates, to from five 
hundred to sixteen hundred men.^ He 
had also broken up a small but vete- 
ran army. More than all, he had 
taught the Netherlanders, by this 
triumphant termination to a stricken 
field, that the choice troops of Spain 
were not invincible. But the moral 
eflfect of the victory was the only per- 
manent one. The Count's badly-paid 
troops could with difficulty be kept 
together. He had no sufficient artil- 
lery to reduce the city whose posses- 
sion would have proved so important 
to the cause. Moreover, in common 
with the Prince of Orange and all his 
brethren, he had been called to moiim 
for the young and chivalrous Adol- 
' Corrospondauco du Due d'Albe, 94- 

3 Ibid., 111. Mendoza only allows 450 
Spaniards killed. Compare Hoofd, v. 166. 
Ciibrera, lib. vUi. 485-487. Meteren, 52, et 
alios. 
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phus, whose life-blood had Btained the 
laurels of this first patriot victory.' 
Having remained, and thus wasted the 
m^mal three days iip(m the battle- 
field, Louis now sat down before 
Oroningen, fortifying and entrendi- 
ing HimHftlf in a camp within canDon- 
shot of the oity.^ 

On the 23d we have Boeaa. that 
Aremberg had written, foil of confi- 
dence, to the Govemor-G^eneral, pro- 
mising soon to send him good news of 
the beggars. On the 26th, Count 
Me^em wrote that, having spokm 
with a man who had helped to place 
Aremberg in his coffin, he could 
hardly entertain any further doubt as 
to his fate.' 

The wrath of the Duke was even 
greater than his surprise. Likl Au' 
gustus, he called in vain on the dead 
commander for his legions, but pre- 
pared himsdf to inflict a more n^id 
and more terrible vengeance than the 
Roman's. Recognising the gravity of 
his situation, he determined to take 
the field in person, and to annihilate 
this insolent chieftsdn who had dared 
not only to cope with, but to conquer, 
his veteran regiments. But before ho 
could turn his back upon Brussels, 
many deeds were to be done. His mea- 
sures now followed each other in 
breathless suocessioi, fulminating and 
blasting at every stroke. On the 28th 
May, he issued an edict, banishing, on 
pain of death, the Prinoe of Oruige, 
Louis Nassau, Hoogstraaten, Yon den 
Bei^, and others, with confiscation of 
all their property.^ At the same 
time he rased the Cnlemborg Palace 
to the ground, and erected a pillar 
upon its ruins, conmiemorating the 
accursed conspiracy which had been 
engendered within its walls.' On the 
1st June, eighteen prisoners of dis- 
tinction, including the two Barons 
Batenburg, Maximilian Kock, Blois de 
Treslong, and others, were executed 
upon the Horse-market, in Brussels. 
In the vigorous language of HoQg- 

» Hoofd, V. 166. Bor, iv. 236. 
* Hoofd, Bor, ubi sup. 
<> Correspondance du Due d'Albe, 102. 
« Bor, iv. 238. 

y Meteren, 50. Bor, iv. 248. Hoofd, v, 
167. 
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Btraaten, thia horrible tragedy wa« 
enacted directly before the win- 
dows of that "cruel animal, Noir- 
carmes/' who, in company of hia 
friend Berlaymont, and the rest of the 
Blood-Council, looked out upon the 
shocking spectacle.^ The heads of the 
victimLS were exposed upon stakes, to 
which also their bodies were fastened. 
Eleven of these victims were after- 
ward deposited, uncoffined, in imcon- 
secrated ground; the other seven 
were left unburied to moulder on the 
gibbet* On the 2d June, Villars, 
the leader in the Daalem rising, suf- 
fered on the scaffold, with three 
others.^ On the 3d, Counts Egmont 
and Horn were brought in a carriage 
from Ghent to Brussels, guarded by 
ten companies of infantry and one of 
cavalry. They were then lodged in 
the "Brood-huis" opposite the Town- 
hall, on the great square of Brussels.^ 
On the 4th, Alva having, as he so- 
lemnly declared before God and the 
world, eziumned thoroughly the mass 
of documents appertaining to those 
two great prosecutions, which had 
only been closed three days before, pro- 
nounced sentence against the illus- 
trious prisoners.* These documents 
of iniquity, signed and sealed by the 
Duke, were sent to the Blood-Council, ' 
where they were read by Secretary 
Praets.^ The signature of Philip was 
not wanting, for, as already stated, 
the sentences had been drawn upon 
blanks signed by the monarch, of 
which the viceroy had brought a 
whole trunkful from Spain. The sen- 
tence against Egmont declared very 
briefly Uiat the Duke of Alva, having 
read all the papers and evidence in 
the case, had found the Count guilty 
of high treason. It was proved that 
Egmont ha4 united witl^the confede- 



1 Groen v. Prinst., Archives, iii. 239. 
J Bor, iv. 238. Hoofd, v. 167, 168. 

• Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. 

• Bor, v. 288, 239. Hoofd. v. 168. The 
building is now called the '* Maison du Roi" 

« Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. Metereii, 62, 68. 

• Bor, V. 239. " Les procfes iustruits furent 
Ins et visitez au Conseil des Troubles y 
assistans journellement le Ducq comine 
President avec les seigneurs de Berlaymont 
et de Noircarmes— trop bien le Ducq se feit 
delivrer par escript loiurs opinions secretes 

VOL. I. 
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rates; that he had been a party to 
the accursed conspiracy of the Prince 
of Orange; that he had taken the 
rebel nobles tmder his protection, and 
that he had betrayed the Government 
and the Holy Catholic Church by his 
conduct in Flanders. Therefore the 
Duke condenmed him to be executed 
by the sword on the following day, 
and decreed that his head should be 
placed on high in a public place, there 
to remain until the Duke should other- 
wise direct. The sentence against 
Count Horn was similar in language 
and purport.' 

That afternoon the Duke sent for 
the Bishop of Ypres. The prelate 
arrived at dusk. As soon as he pre- 
sented himself, Alva informed him of 
the sentence which had just been pro- 
noimced, and ordered him to convey 
the intelligence to the prisoners. He 
further charged him with the duty of 
shriving the victims, and preparing 
their souls for death. The l^shop fell 
on his knees, aghast at the terrible 
decree. He implored the Governor- 
General to have mercy upon the two 
unfortunate nobles. If their lives 
could not be spared, he prayed him at 
any rate to grant delay. With tears 
and earnest supplications the prelate 
endeavoured to avert or to postpone the 
doom which had been pronoi;mced. It 
was in vain. The sentence, inflexible 
as destiny, had been long before or- 
dained. Its execution had been but 
hastened by the temporary triumph of 
rebellion in Friesland. Alva told the 
Bishop roughly that he had not been 
summoned to give advice. Delay or 
pardon was alike impossible. He was 
to act as confessor to the criminals, not 
as councillor to the viceroy. The 
Bishop, thus rebuked, withdrew to 
accomplish his melancholy mission.^ 



de chacune, la plurality desquelles inclina h, 
la condemnation." — Renotn de France MS., 
ii. c. 6. The same writer adds that the sen- 
tence, drawn up by Hessels, and signed by 
the Duke, was read two or three days after- 
ward in presence of Berlaymont and Noir- 
carmes; "Par on Ton a pr^sumg, ^ bonne 
raison, que la resolution venait d'Espagne." 
-Ibid. 

y Bor, iv. 289. 

8 Bor, iv. 289. Hobfd, 168, 169. Strada» 
i. 327, et mulii alii. 

2B 



886 



The Rise of the 



Meanwhile, on the same evening, the 
miserable Countess of Egmont had 
been appalled by nmioiire, too vague 
for belief, too terrible to be slighted. 
She was in the chamber of Countess 
Aremberg, with whom she had come 
to condole for the death of the Count, 
when the order for the immediate exe- 
cution of her own husband was an- 
nounced to her.^ She hastened to the 
presence of the Governor - General. 
The Princess Palatine, whose ancestors 
had been emperors, remembered only 
that she was a wife and a mother. She 
fell at the feet of the man who con- 
trolled the fate of her husband, and 
implored his mercy in humble and 
submissive terms. The Duke, with 
calm and almost incredible irony, re- 
assured the Countess by the informa- 
tion that, on the morrow, her husband 
was certainly to be released.^ With this 
ambiguous phrase, worthy the palter- 
ing oracles of antiquity, the wretched 
woman was obliged to withdraw. Too 
soon afterward the horrible truth of 
the words was revealed to her — words 
of doom, which she had mistaken for 
consolation. 

An hour before midnight the Bishop 
of Ypres reached Egmont's prison. 
The Count was confined in a chamber 
on the second storey of the Brood-huis, 
the mansion of the cross-bowman's 
guild, in that comer of the building 
which rests on a narrow street running 
back from the great square.^ He was 
aroused from his sleep by the approach 
of his visitor. Unable to spesJc, but 
indicating by the expression of his 
features the occurrence of a great mis- 
fortune, the Bishop, soon after his en- 
trance, placed the paper given to him 
by Alva in Egmont's hands. The \m- 
f ortunate noble thus suddenly received 

1 Brantftine, Hommes Illustres, etx;., U8& 
U. 176. 

* Hoofd, V. 169, who is the only authority 
for aa anecdote which, for the honour of 
humanity, one wishes to think false. 

* Bruxelles et ses Environs, par Alphonse 
Wauters, 93. 

* "MetgrooterVerwonderingdanVerslee- 
genheit."— Hoofd, v. 169. 

» Hoofd, ubi sup. Bor, iv. 239. 

« Ibid. , iv. 239. Hoofd, v. 169.— It is pain- 
ful to reflect that, notwithstanding the kind 
words exchanged between the Bishop and 
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the information that kb death-iwD- 
tence had been pronounced, and that 
its execution was fixed for the next 
morning. He read the paper through 
without flinching, and caressed astoa- 
ishment rather than dismay at its 
tidings.^ Exceedingly sanguine by na* 
ture, he had never believed, even ato 
his nine months' imprisonment, in a 
fatal termination to the difficulties in 
which he was involved. He was now 
startled both at the sudden condemna- 
tion which had followed his lingering 
trial, and at the speed with wh^ lua 
death was to fulfil the sentence. He 
asked the Bishop, with many expres- 
sions of amazement, whether paidon 
was impossible; whether delay at least 
might not be obtained? The prelate 
answered by a faithful narrative of the 
conversation which had just occurred 
between Alva and himself.^ Egmont, 
thus convinced of his inevitable doom, 
then observed te his companion, witii 
exquisite courtesy, that, since he was 
te die, he rendered thanks both to God 
and to the Duke that his last moments 
were te be consoled by so excellent a 
father confessor.^ 

Afterwards, with a naturad burst of 
indignation, he exclaimed that it was 
indeed a cruel and unjust sentence. 
He protested that he had never in his 
whole life wronged his Majesty; cer- 
tainly never so deeply as to deserve 
such a punishment. All that he had 
done had been with loyal intentions. 
The King's true interest had been his 
constant aim. Nevertheless, if he had 
fallen into error, he prayed to God 
that his death might wipe away his 
misdeeds, and that his name might 
not be dishonoured, nor his children 
brought to shame. His beloved wife 
and innocent children were to endure 



Sgmont upon this melancholy occasion, the 
prelate expressed to others his entirt\Lppr<k- 
hation of Uie Count's execulion. ** Ypres con- 
siders the punishment of Egmont aa verjf 
just and necessary for an example" wrote 
Morillon to Granvelle a week after the mur- 
der, "To try the Bishop fuither," he con- 
tinued, ''I observed that the King was very 
near giving Egmont the office which he had 
since bestowed upon Alva ; upon whidi he 
replied that it would have b^n our ruin," 
etc. etc.— Groea v. Frinst., Arohivea^ etc 
Supplement^ 83. 
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misery enough by his death and the 
confiscation x>f his estates. It was at 
least due to his long services that they 
should be spared further suflfering.^ 
He then asked his father confessor 
what advice he had to give touching 
his present conduct. The Bishop re- 
plied by an exhortation, that he should 
turn himself to God; that he should 
withdraw his thoughts entirely from 
all earthly interests, and prepare him- 
self for the world beyond the grave. 
He accepted the advice, and kneeling 
before the Bishop, confessed himself. 
He then asked to receive the sacrament, 
which the Bishop administered, after 
the customary mass. Egmont asked 
what prayer would be most appropriate 
at the hour of execution. His confes- 
sor replied that there was none more 
befitting than the one which Jesus had 
taught his disciples — "Our Father, 
which art in heaven." 

Some conversation ensued in which 
the Count again expressed his grati- 
tude that his parting soul had been 
soothed by these pious and friendly 
offices. By a revulsion of feeling, he 
then bewailed again the sad fate of his 
wife and of his young children. The 
Bishop entreated him anew to with- 
draw his mind from such harrowing 
reflections, and to give himself entirely 
to Qod. Overwhelmed with grief, Eg- 
mont exclaimed with natural and 
simple pathos—" Alas ! how miserable 
and fnul is our nature, that when we 
should think of God only, we are im- 
able to shut out the images of wife and 
children."' 

Recovering from his emotion, and 
having yet much time, he sat down 
and wrote with perfect self-possession 
two letters, one to Philip and one to 
Alva. The celebrated letter to the 
King was as follows : — 

" SntE, — I have learned, this even- 
ing, the sentence which your Majesty 
has been pleased to pronounce upon 



1 Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. Meteren, 53. 
indces ooncernant les Troubles, etc., Sllvo. 
MS. 

* Bor, iv. 240. Hoofd, v. 169. Pieces con- 
oemantle8TroubIesde8Pay8Ba8,832Vo. MS. 
6€rard Collection. Archives of the Hague. 

• Bor, iv. 240. Hoofd, 169, 170. Strada, 
i. 827, 328, et alii.^See also Gachard, C!or- 
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me. Although I have never had a 
thought, and believe myself never to 
have done a deed, which could tend to 
the prejudice of your Majesty's person 
or service, or to the detriment of our 
true ancient and Catholic religion, 
nevertheless I take patience to bear 
that which it has pleased the good God 
to send. If, during these troubles in 
the Netherlands, I have done or per- 
mitted aught which had a different 
appearance, it has been with the true 
and good intent to serve God and your 
Majesty, and the necessity of the times. 
Therefore, I pray your Majesty to for- 
give me, and to have compassion on 
my poor wife, my children, and my 
servants; having regard to my past 
services. In which hope I now com- 
mend myself to the mercy of God. 
" From Brussels, 

" Ready to die, this 5th June 1568. 
" Your Majesty's very humble and 
loyal vassal and servant, 

" Lamoral d'Eqmont."* 

Having thus kissed the murderous 
hand which smote him, he handed the 
letter, stamped rather with superfluous 
loyally than with Christian forgiveness, 
to the Bishop, with a request that he 
would forward it to its destination, ac- 
companied by a letter from his own 
hand. This duty the Bishop solemnly 
promised to fulfil.* 

Facing all the details of his execu- 
tion with the fortitude which belonged . 
to his character, he now took comisel 
with his confessor as to the language 
proper for him to hold from the scaf- 
fold to the assembled people. The 
Bishop, however, strongly dissuaded 
him from addressing the multitude at 
alL The persons furthest removed, 
urged the priest, would not hear the 
words, while the Spanish troops in the 
immediate vicinity would not imder- 
stand themi It seemed, therefore, the 
part of wisdom and of dignity for him 
to be silent, communing only with his 

respondance de Philippe II., iL 764. Fop- 
pens, Supplement, i. 261. 

* Hoofd, T. 170. According to Bor, iv. 
240, Eginont also wrote a letter to the Duke ; 
according to Meteren, 53, he wrote one to 
his wife.— Compare Strada, i. 327, 828. Ha- 
raens, Ann. Turn. Bclgic, iii. 90. Foppens, 
Supplement, i. 260. 
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OA. Thft Oxjox imnaxuA 'X/j tLif 

t^4^t.. bv jjuuuj 'jrf ifth'/u Im; bfciJAnrwi 
h'numii i«*d*rrJr l^/i-«i^ Ht !*'/»• 

r^w-^ m </r^ xhkX bin xh'/u^diXs^ m 

ir<tff^fA br rxtwimTaicaJ detaii^i, vxvdoQZ 

Li» tobin with iik ^/vd haiodiLt* in order 
UAa.t tij.'jt>e of Um; hianprtMi migbt hare 
]:m> excuiM; for ^mtkmiiiMuij^ liife pentoiL 
Tb« r«)A </f Ui« uigLt ww paubcd is 

IftKt uij^t '^ iAjmjX ii<jm'» hie have 
>>5«i pr«:»sen'«L Jt i*, Lomerer, well 
MoertaixA*:^! thstX tha Admiral nxadred 
Uie ew^ioi newt of Ida condfrrriTiation 
with aWylute; c/jmpomire. He waa 
ataKiat^i at bia dev/ti^jiiai exerciaes in 
Itrwm by itm cnnUt *A La CLajielle.* 

hunii'^ tb^e nij^t, tbe neoewaiy pre- 
T/aratloua f'^ tJi« m/irning tra^^j had 
tjtriiii Tfjade in the great aquare of 
lirwitmsU. I twaa the intention of goTem- 
meiit t/j Htrike terror to the hciart of 
tb« {i^'^ple by the ezhiMti<jn of an im- 
yrtausiv*: and appalling ajxictacle. The 
al^M'/lute and irreaponaible destinj 
which ruled them waa to be made mani- 
fest by the immolation of these two 
m'^n^a^ielevatefl by rank, powerful con- 
nexion, an<l diatinguiabed aerrice. 

Tlie effect would be heightened by 
tbe cbaracter of the locality where the 
gl'>*>i«y abow waa to be presented. The 
great M^iuare of Bruanela had always a 
atriking and theatrical aspect. The 
Hplewliri Hotel de Ville, with its daring 
aj^ire and elalxjrate front, ornamented 
one wide of tbe place; directly opposite 
waa tbe graceful but incoherent facade 
of tbe Jirofxl'buia, now the laat earthly 
reMting'place of tbe two diatinguished 
victinia, wbile groui>ed around these 
j>nnci(>ul buildings' rose tbe fantastic 
imluum of tbe Arcbera, Mariners, and 
of otber guilds, witb their festooned 
walls and toppling gables bedizened 



» lk,r, iv. a40. Hwifd, v. 170. 

* lUir, Jl'x^fil, iibisui). lliiCM ooocemant 
VIUhI. littn Trouhlifn, MH. f. wa. 

» tMsti4sr t4 Alv* to l^iilin. Ckirretpon- 
(IftiMw <1« Mane. d'Autricbe, 252. 

* Niiioi«<;u vabdoma occ!4>lul tbe square^ 
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prtifxtteh-irrtli enAJkaam, ^Otxtm, and 
uusfaizn defj-jnooDS. The plaee Ind 
hoext aJik^tiieBoeneafinaDTabriQiaiit 
v/oTzaisxMSLt and of many a liLood^esa- 
etrdoiL Galiazn knieJrce had eoBtended 
whhin iu prticinctK, while hrigiit eyes 
niiked inf iteaoe from all tiiaae poctox^ 
eaque layfifciec and deeoffated wipdowa 
Mstjn t» reiligioiia a&d to polxiaea] 
lihercy had. iiiKin the aame spot, ca- 
dored a^oniea whidi xni|^ hare 
roused ererr avjne c«f ita paremeDt to 
mmdziT CT Bjheotd them to pity. Hen 
Ezmcmt birrmrif id happier days, liad 
o!ften borne away the prise of ildll or 
of ral cmr. the cynosare of erery eye; 
a&d henofr, ahnoet in the noon of a fife 
ilhastTated by many brilliant actiooB, 
he waa to be aent, by the hand of 
tyrazmT. U) hia great aceoont. 

On the morning of the Mh ci June, 
three thomaand Spanish troope^ were 
drawn up in liattle array aronnd t 
acaiTold, which had been erected in 
the centre of the square. Upon this 
scaffold, which waa oorered with bhck 
cloth, were placed two Telvet coriiioiis, 
two iron spikes, and a small taUe. 
Upon the table waa a silver cmdfix. 
The proToat-marshal , Spelle, sat on 
horseback below, with hu red wand in 
hia hand, little dreaming that for him 
a darker doom waa reserved than that 
of whidk he was now the minister. 
The executioner was concealed beneath 
the draperies of the scaffold.* 

At eleven o'clock, a company of 
Spanish soldiers, led by Julian Bomero 
and Captain Salinas, arrived at Eg- 
mont's chamber. The Count was ready 
for them. They were about to bind 
his hands, but he warmly protested 
against the indignity, and, opening the 
folds of his robe, shewed' them that he 
had himself shorn off his collars, and 
made preparations for his death. His 
request waa granted. £gmont» with 
the Bishop at his side, then walked 
witii a steady step the short distance 
which separated him from the place of 
e xecution. Julian Romero and the 

two were left to guard the palace, and <me 
went the rounds of the city during the exe- 
cution. — ^Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. Compare 
Ulioa, Cominentaire^ premier et seoouil 
(Paris. 1S70> i. 43. » Bor, iv. 240. Hodd, 
V. 170, 171. Buadrt, i. Sia. 
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guard followed him. On his way, he 
read aloud the fifty-first Psalm : " Hear 
my cry, God, and give ear unto my 
prayer ! " He seemed to have selected 
these scriptural passages as a proof 
that, notwithstanding the machinations 
of his enemies, and the cruel pimish- 
ment to which they had led him, 
loyalty to his sovereign was as deeply 
rooted and as religious a sentiment in 
his bosom as devotion to his God. 
"Thou wilt prolong the King's life; 
and his years as many generations. He 
shall abide before God for ever! O 
prepare mercv and truth which may 
preserve him. ' Such was the prayer 
of the condemned traitor on his way to 
the block.^ 

Having ascended the scafibld, he 
walked across it twice or thrice. He 
was dressed in a tabard or robe of red 
damask, over which was thrown a 
short black mantle, embroidered in 
gold. He had a black silk hat, with 
black and white plumes, on his head, 
and held a handkerchief in his hand. 
As he strode to and fro, he expressed 
«a bitter regret that he had not been 
permitted to die, sword in hand, fight- 
ing for his country and his king. San- 
guine to the last, he passionately asked 
Romero, whether the sentence was 
really irrevocable, whether a pardon 
was not even then to be granted. The 
marshal shrugged his shoulders, mur- 
muring a negative reply. Upon this, 
Egmont gnashed his teeth together, 
rather in rage than despair. Shortly 
afterward commanding himself again, 
he threw aside his robe and mantle, 
and took the badge of the Golden 
Fleece from his neck. Kneeling then 
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I Chroniko oft Journal vaii het gene in de 
Nederianden en namentlyk tot Antwerp^n 
is voorgerallen ten tyde der Troublen van 
den Jaer, 15«6 tot 1693, door N. de Weert.— 
W8. Coll. Gerard. Library of the Hague.— 
Compare Hoofd; Meteren, 63. Ulloa, 1. 42. 

« Bor, iv. 240. Hoofd, v. 170, 171. Strada^ 
f . 828. 

• "En hem niet bet door den hats, dan 
den omstanderen in 't hart sneed," says 
Hoofd, V. 170, 171. Even UentivogUo be- 
comes softened in relating the pathetic scene. 
"E veramente parve," says the Cardinal, 
" che Botto il Buo collo n' havesse oome im 
altro la Fiandra tutta. si grand e fd il senso, 
che mostro allorn del suo supplicio." — Liv. 
iv. 69. Compare Strad% i. 829. Metei-en, 53. 



upon one of the cushions, he said the 
Lord's Prayer aloud, and requested the 
Bishop, who knelt at his side, to repeat 
it thrice. After this, the prelate gave 
him the silver crucifix to kiss, and then 
pronounced his blessiug upon him. 
This done, the Count rose again to 
his feet, laid aside his hat and hand- 
kerchief, knelt again upon the cushion, 
drew a little cap over his eyes, and, 
folding his hands together, cried with a 
loud voice, " Lord, into Thy hands I com- 
mit my spirit." The executioner then 
suddenly appeared, and severed his head 
from his shoulders at a single blow.* 

A moment of shuddering silence suc- 
ceeded the stroke. The whole vast 
assembly seemed to have felt it in their 
own hearts. Tears fell from the eyes 
even of the Spanish soldiery, for they 
knew and honoured Egmont as a valiant 
general. The French ambassador, Mon- 
doucet, looking upon the scene from a 
secret place, whispered that he had now 
seen the head fall before which France 
had twice trembled. Tears were even 
seen upon the iron cheek of Alva, as, 
from a window in a house directly op- 
posite the scafifold, he looked out upon 
the scene.'* 

A dark cloth was now quickly thrown 
over the body and the blood, and, within 
a few minutes, the Admiral was seen 
advancing through the crowd. His 
bald head was imcovered, his hands 
were unbound. He calmly saluted such 
of his acquaintances as he chanced to 
recognise upon his path.* Under a 
black cloak, which he threw off when 
he had ascended the scaffold, he wore 
a plain, dark doublet, and he did not, 
like Egmont, wear the insignia of the 



Bor, 241. " I hear," wrote Morillon to Gran- 
velle (June 7, 1667) " that hisr Excellency 
shed tears a» hig as peoM duriug the execu- 
tion." (At jecte des larmes aussi grosses 
que poix.)— Groen v. Prinst., Archives, Sup- 
plement, 81. The prebendary goes on to say 
that " he had caused the story of the Duke's 
tenderness to be trumpeted in many places, 
"k faict sonner oii il luy a sembl€ convenir, 

Suia multorum animi exacerbeti." — Ibid, 
[orillon also quotes Alva as having had the 
effrontery to say that he desired a mitiga- 
tion of the puuishment, but that the King 
had answered, " he could forgive offences 
against himself, but the crimes committed 
against God were unpardonable 1 1!" — Ibid. 
* Foppens, Supplement, i. 264. 
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(inriiiiiriKi <lu Kmla in Gachard. Notice «ur 
li> (,'fiiiHi!iI iluh Truublm. j«^ £9. (Baile- 
UiiM lio TAciuL lUiy. de Bcl^., xtL 6.> "Y 
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thus enabled to look upon the dead 
faces of his victims without the trouble 
of a journey to the provinces. 

Thus died Philip Montmorency, 
Count of Horn, and Lamoral of Eg- 
mont, Prince of Gaveren. The more 
intense sympathy which seemed to 
attach itself to the fate of Egmont, 
rendered the misfortune of his com- 
panion in arms and in death compara- 
tively less interesting.^ 

Egmont is a great historical figure, 
but he was certainly not a great man. 
His execution remains an enduring 
monument, not only of Philip's cruelty 
and perfidy, but of his dullness. The 
King had everything to hope from Eg- 
mont, and nothing to fear. Granvelle 
knew the man well, and, almost to the 
last, could not believe in the possibility 
of so unparalleled a blunder as that 
which was to make a victim, a martyr, 
and a popular idol of a personage 
brave indeed, but incredibly vacillating 
and inordinately vain, who, by a little 
management, might have been con- 
verted into a most useful instrument 
for the royal purposes. 

It is not necessary to recapitulate 
the events of Egmont's career. Step 
by step we have studied his course, 
and at no single period have we dis- 
covered even a germ of those elements 
, which make the national champion. 
His pride of order rendered him furious 
at the insolence of Granvelle, and 
caused him to chafe under his domi- 
nion. His vanity qf high rank and of 
distinguished military service made 
him covet the highest place under the 
Crown, while his hatred of those by 
whom he considered himself defrauded 
of his claims, converted him into a 
malcontent. He had no sympathy with 
the people, but he loved, as a grand 
Seignior, to be looked up to and ad- 
mired by a gaping crowd. He was an 
unwavering Catholic, held sectaries in 
utter loathing, and, after the image- 
breaking, took a positive pleasure in 
hanging ministers, together with their 
congregations, and in pressing the be- 



preguntllron si era v^erdad 
toi ■ " 



lue Julian habia 
miado las cabezas y echado las no sd donde; 
que aunque eu esto habld Berleymonte creo 
quisd liar I. enteuder que las debiaa haber 
guai-dado." 



sieged Christians of Valenciennes to 
extremities. Upon more than one occa- 
sion he pronounced his unequivocal 
approval of the infamous edicts, and he 
exerted himself at times to enforce 
them within his province. The tran- 
sitory impression made upon his mind 
by the lofty natiure of Orange was 
easily effaced in Spain by court flattery 
and by royal bribes. Notwithstand- 
ing the coldness, the rebuffs, and the 
repeated warnings which might have 
saved him from destruction, nothing 
could turn him at last from the fanatic 
loyalty towards which, after much 
wavering, his mind irrevocably pointed. 
His voluntary humiliation as a general, 
a grandee, a Fleming, and a Christian, 
before the insolent Alva upon his first 
arrival, would move our contempt were 
it not for the gentler emotions suggest- 
ed by the infatuated nobleman's doom. 
Upon the departure of Orange, Egmont 
was only too eager to be employed by 
Philip in any work which the monarch 
could find for him to do. Yet this was 
the man whom Philip chose, through 
the executioner's sword, to convert into 
a popular idol, and whom Poetry has 
loved to contemplate as a romantic 
champion of freedom. 

As for Horn, details enough have 
likewise been given of his career to 
enable the reader thoroughly to under- 
stand the man. He was a person of 
mediocre abilities and thoroughly com- 
monplace character. His lugh rank 
and his tragic fate are all which make 
him interesting. He had little love for 
court or people. Broken in fortunes, 
he passed his time mainly in brooding 
over the ingratitude of Charles and 
Philip, and in complaining bitterly of 
the disappointments to 'which their 
policy had doomed him. He cared 
nothing for cardinalists or confederates. 
He didiked Brederode, he detested 
Granvelle. Gloomy and morose, he 
went to bed, while the men who were 
called his fellow-conspirators were din- 
ing and making merry in the same 
house with himself. He had as little 



1 "Defleri" says Strada (i. 330), " pro- 
fecto baud modice potiitsset htgusviri(Uor- 
nani) mors, si uon Egmoutlus omnium 
lacrymas consumpsisset.^' — Compare Ulloa, 
i44. 
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sjmpathy with the cry of " Vimt let 
gwnue** 9MioTMatol"VirtU Buy:* The 
la'jfit intereetiog features in his Khar 
TZf:X/ex are his generosity toward hi^ 
aVisent brother, and the manliness with 
which, ai Montigny's representatire at 
Toumay, he chose rather to confront 
the anger of the goTemment, and to 
incur the deadly revenge of Philip, 
than make himeelf the executioner of 
the harmless Christians in Toumay. 
In tbis regard, his conduct is vastly 
more entitled to our respect than that 
of Egmont, and he was certainly more 
deser\'ing of reverence from the people, 
even though deserted by all men while 
living, and left headless and solitary in 
his coffin at Saint Gudule. 

The hatred for Alva, which sprang 
from the graves of these illustrious 
victims, waxed daily more intense. 
" Liite things of another world," wrote 
Hoogstraaten,^ "seem the cries, lamen- 
tations« and just compassion which all 
the inhabitants of Brussels, noble or ig- 
noble, feel for such barbarous tyranny, 
while this Nero of an Alva is boasting 
that he will do the same to all whom 
he lays his hands upon." No man be- 
lieved that the two nobles had commit- 
ted a crime, and many were even dis- 
posed to acquit Philip of his share in the 
judicial murder. The people ascribed 
the execution solely to the personal 
jealousy of the Duke. They discoursed 
to each other not only of the envy with 
which the Governor-General had always 
regarded the military triimiphs of his 
rival, but related that Egmont had at 
different times won large sums of Alva 
at games of hazard, and that he had, 
moreover, on several occasions, carried 
off the prize from the Duke in shoot- 

1 Oroea van Prinsterer, Archives, etc, iii, 
210, 241. 
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. ing at the popinj^.' Kefverf]ide8S,in 
spite of all these ahanrd nunours^ there 
is DO doubt that Plulq> and Alva must 
share equally in the guilt of the tms- 
action, and that the '^ chastisement" 
, had been arranged befoie Alva had 
; departed from Spain. 
I The Countess Egmont remained at 
I the convent kA Cambie with her deven 
, children, plunged in misery and in 
poverty. The Duke wrote to I^iilip, 
■ that he doubted if there were so 
\ wretched a &mi]y in the world. He, 
; at the same time, congratulated his 
sovereign on the certainty that the 
more intense the effects, the more fruit- 
ful would be the example of this great 
execution. He stated that the Countes 
was considered a most saintly woman, 
and that there had been scarcely a night 
in which, attended by her dmigfaten, 
she had not gone forth bore-footed to 
offer up prayers for her husband in 
every church within the city. He 
added, that it was doubtful whether 
they had money enou^ to buy them- 
selves a supper that very night, and fas 
begged the King to allow them the 
means of supporting life. He advised 
that the Countess should be placed, 
without delay, in a Spanish convent, 
where her dJaughters mi^t at once 
take the veil, assuring his Majesty tiiat 
her dower was entirely inadequate to . 
her support. Thus humanely recom- 
mending hia sovereign to bestow an 
alms on the family wMch his own hand 
had reduced from a princely station to 
beggary, the Viceroy proceeded to de- 
tail the recent events in FriesUmd, 
together with the measures which he 
was about taking to avenge the defeat 
and death of Count Aremberg.' 



3 Strada. i. 326. 

* Correspondance de Philippe 11., 76fr-77ii 
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CHAPTER III. 

Preparations of the Duke against Count Louis— Precarious situation of Louis in Friesland 
— Timidity of the inhabitants— Alva in Friosland— Skirmishing near Groningen— Retreat 
of the patriots — Error committed by Louis — His position at Jemmingen — Mutinous 
demonstrations of his troops — Louis partially restores order — Attempt to destroy the 
dykes interrupted by the arrival of Alva's forces-— Artful strategy of the Duke— Defeat 
of Count Louis, and utter destruction of his army — Outrages committed by the Spaniards 
— Alva at Utrecht— Execution of Yrouvir van Diemen — Episode of Don Carlos — Fables 
concerning him and Queen Isabella— Mystery concerning his death — Secret letters of 
Philip to the Pope^The one containing the truth of the transaction still concealed iu the 
Vatican — Case against Philip, as related by Mathieu, De Thou, and others — Testimony 
in the BLing's favour by the Nuncio, the Venetian envoy, and others — Doubtful state of 
the question — Anecdotes concerning Don Carlos— His character. 

Those measures were taken with the 
precision and promptness which 



marked the Duke's character when 
precision and promptness were desir- 
able. There had been a terrible 
energy in his every step, since the 
Buccossful foray of Louis Nassau. 
Having determined to take the field 
in person with nearly all the Spanish 
veterans, he had at once acted upon 
the necessity of making the capital 
secure, after his back should be 
turned. It was impossible to leave 
three thousand choice troops to guard 
Count Egmont. A less number 
seemed insufficient to prevent a res- 
cue. He had, therefore, no longer 
delayed the chastisement which had 
already been determined, but which 
the events in the north had precipi- 
tated. Thus the only positive result 
of Louis Nassau's victory was the 
execution of his imprisoned friends. 

The expedition under Aremberg had 
failed from two causes. The Spanish 
force had been inadequate, and they 
had attacked the enemy at a disad- 
vantage. The imprudent attack was 
the result of the contempt with which 
they had regarded their imtagonist. 
These errors were not to be repeated. 
Alva ordered Count Meghem, now 
commanding in the province of Gro- 
ningen, on no account to hazard 
hostilities until the game was sure.^ 
He also immediately ordered laige 
reinforcements to move forward to 

1 Correspondanoe du Due d'Albe, 136. 
> Mendoza, 56, 57. 

* Corre^wndance du Due d'Albe, 154. 

* Mendosa, 58-55. Correspondance du 
Due d'Albe, 102, 10«, 188, 152. The Nether- 
land hisHtrians give him 17,000 foot and 3000 
hone. Hoofd, v. 174. Bor. iv. 243, 244.— 



the seat of war. The commanders 
intrusted with this duty were Duke 
Eric of Brunswick, Chiappin Vitelli, 
Noircarmes, and Count de Roeulx. 
The rendezvous for the whole force 
was Deventer, and here they all 
arrived on the 10th July. On the 
same day the Duke of Alva himself 
entered Deventer, to take command 
in person.* On the evening of the 
14th July he reached Rolden, a vil- 
lage three leagues distant from Gro- 
ningen, at the head of three terzios of 
Spanish infantry, three companies of 
light horse, and a troop of dragoons.^ 
His whole force in and about Gro- 
ningen amounted to fifteen thousand 
choice troops, besides a large but 
uncertain number of less disciplined 
soldiery.** 

Meantime, Louis of Nassau, since 
his victory, had accomplished nothing. 
For this inactivity there was one suf- 
ficient excuse, the total want of 
funds. His only revenue was the 
amount of black mail which he was 
able to levy upon the inhabitants 
of the province. He repeated his 
determination to treat them all as 
enemies, unless they furnished him 
with the means of expelling their 
tyrants from the country.* He ob- 
tained small sums in this manner from 
time to time. The inhabitants were 
favourably disposed, but they were 
timid and despairing. They saw no 
clear way towards the accomplishment 



Compare Bentivoglio, liv. iv. 70, and Strada, 
i. 881, who gives Alva 12,000 foot and 800U 
horse, and to Louis of Nassau an equid num- 
ber of infantry, with an inferior force of 
Cavalry. 

» Correspondance du Due d'Albe, 114, 115, 
123, 124. 
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of the result concerning which Louis 
was so confident. They knew that 
the terrible Alva was already on his 
way. They felt sure of being pil- 
laged by both parties, and of being 
hanged as rebels, besides, as soon as 
the Governor-General should make his 
appearance. 

Louis had, however, issued two 
formal proclamations for two especial 
contributions. In these documents he 
had succinctly explained that the houses 
of all recusants should be forthwith 
burned about their ears,* and in con- 
sequence of these peremptory measures, 
he had obtained some ten thousand 
florins. Alva ordered counter-procla- 
mations, to be affixed to church doors 
and other places, forbidding all per- 
sons to contribute to these forced 
loans of the rebels, on penalty of 
paying twice as much to the Spaniards, 
with arbitrary punishment in addi- 
tion, after his arrival* The miserable 
inhabitants, thus placed between two 
fires, had nothing for it but to pay 
one-half of their property to support 
the rebellion in the first place, with 
the prospect of giving the other half 
as a subsidy to tyranny afterwards; 
while the gibbet stood at the end of 
the vista to reward their liberality. 
Such was the horrible position of the 
peasantry in this civil conflict. The 
weight of guilt thus accumulated upon 
the crowned head wMch conceived, 
and upon the red right hand which 
wrought all this misery, what human 
scales can measure ! 

With these precarious means of 
support, the army of Louis of Nassau, 
as may easily be supposed, was any- 
thing but docile. After the victory 
of Heiliger-Lee there had seemed to 
his German mercenaries a probability 
of extensive booty, which grew fainter 
as the slender fruit of that battle be- 
came daily more apparent. The two 
abbots of Wittewerum and of Heiliger- 
Lee, who had followed Aremberg's 
train in order to be witnesses of his 
victory, had been obliged to pay to 



1 Proclau)ation of Couut Louis, dated 
Bam, 5th June 1568. Correspoudance du 
Due d'Albe, 124, 126. 

2 Ibid., 144, 145. « Bor, iv. 236. 
* Ibid, iv. 280-244, etc, Hoofd, v. 175. 



the actual conqueror a heayy price 
for the entertainment to which they 
had invited themselves,^ and these 
sums, together with the amounts 
pressed from the reluctant estates, 
and the forced contributions paid by 
luckless peasants, enabled him to keep 
his straggling troops together a few 
weeks longer. Mutiny, however, was 
constantly breaking out, and by the 
eloquent expostulations and vague 
promises of the Count, was with diffi- 
culty suppressed.* 

He had, for a few weeks imme- 
diately succeeding the battle, distri- 
buted his troops in three different sta- 
tions. On the approach of the Duke, 
however, he hastily concentrated his 
whole force at his own strongly-forti- 
fied camp, within half cftnnon-shot of 
Groningen. His army, such as it was, 
numbered from 10,000 to 12,000 men.* 
Alva reached Groningen early in the 
morning, and without pausing a mo- 
ment, marched his troops directly 
through the city. He then imme- 
diately occupied an entrenched and 
fortified house, from which it waa eaiy 
to inflict damage upon the camp. This 
done, the Duke, with a few attendants, 
rode forward to reconnoitre the enemy 
in person. He found him in a well- 
fortified position, having, the river on 
his front, which served as a moat to his 
camp, and with a deep trench three 
hundred yards beyond, in addition. Two 
wooden bridges led across the river; 
each was commanded by a fortified 
house, in which waa a provision of 
pine torches, ready at a moment's 
warning, to set fire to the bridges. 
Having thus satisfied himself, the 
Duke rode back to his army, which 
had received strict orders not to lift 
a finger till his return. He then de- 
spatched a small force of five hun- 
dred musketeers, under Robles, to 
skirmish with the enemy, and, if 
possible, to draw them from their 
trenches.* 

The troops of Louis, however, 
shewed no greediness to eng age. On 

» Ibid., V. 174^ AocordinflTto Oroen van 
Prinsterer, only 7000 to 8000 against 17,000 
foot and 8000 horee, iii. 966. 

« Mendoza, 59. CoiTospcmdanoe du Duo 
d'Albe, 164. 
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the contrary, it soon became evident 
that their dispositions were of an op- 
posite tendency. The Count himself, 
not at that moment trusting his 
soldiery, who were in an extremely 
mutinous condition, was desirous of 
billing back before his formidable 
antagonist. The Duke, faithful, how- 
ever, to his lifelong principles, had no 
intentions of precipitating the action 
in those difficult and swampy regions. 
The skirmishing, therefore, continued 
for many hours, an additional force of 
a thousand men being detailed from 
the Spanish army. The day was very 
sultry, however, the enemy reluctant, 
and the whole action languid. At 
last, towards evening, a large body, 
tempted beyond their trenches, en- 
gaged warmly with the Spaniards. 
The combat lasted but a few minutes, 
the patriots were soon routed, and 
fled precipitately back to their camp. 
The panic spread with them, and the 
whole army was soon in retreat. On 
retiring, they had, however,- set fire to 
the bridges, and thus secured an ad- 
vantage at the outset of ^e chase. 
The Spaniards were no longer to be 
held. Yitelli obtained permission to 
follow with two thousand additional 
^oops. The fifteen hundred who had 
already been engaged, charged furi- 
ously upon their retreating foes. Some 
dashed across the blazing bridges, 
with their garments and their very 
beards on fire.^ Others sprang into 
the river. Neither fixe nor water 
could check the fierce pursuit. The . 
cavalry dismoimting, drove their 
horses into the stream, and clinging 
to their tails, pricked the horses for- 
ward with their lances. Having thus 
been dragged across, they joined their 
oomrades in the mad chase along the 
narrow dykes, and through the 
swampy and almost impassable coun- 
try where the rebels were seeking 
shelter. The approach of night, too 
soon advancing, at last put an end to 
the hunt. The Duke with difficulty 
reca lled his men, and compelled them 

1 Mendosa, Al. 

* Ibid., 69-^3. Alva's Letter to the State- 
CoanoiL Correspoudance du Due d'Albe, 
154, 16ft. Compare 13or, iv. 244; Uoofd, v. 
174, 175. 
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to restrain their eagerness imtil the 
morrow. Three hundred of the pa- 
triots were left dead upon the field, 
besides at least an equal number who 
perished in the river and canals. The 
army of Louis was entirely routed, 
and the Duke considered it virtually 
destroyed. He wrote to the State- 
Council that he should pursue them 
the next day, but doubted whether 
he should find anybody to talk with 
him. In this the Governor-General 
soon found himself delightfully dis- 
appointed.* 

Five days later, the Duke arrived at 
Reyden, on the Ems. Owing to the 
unfavourable disposition of the coun- 
try people, who were willing to pro- 
tect the fugitives by false information 
to their pursuers, he was still in 
doubt as to the position then occu- 
pied by the enemy.* He had been 
fearful that they would be found at 
this very village of Reyden. It was 
a fatal error on- the part of Count 
Louis that they were not.* Had he 
made a stand at this point, he might 
have held out a long time. The 
bridge which here crossed the river 
would have afforded him a retreat 
into Germany at any moment, and 
the place was easily to be defended 
in front.* Thus he might have main- 
tained himself against his fierce but 
wary foe, while his brother Orange, 
who was at Strasburg watching the 
progress of events, was executing his 
own long-planned expedition into the 
heart of the Netherlands. With 
Alva thus occupied in Friesland, the 
results of such an invasion might 
have been prodigious. It was, how- 
ever, not on the cards for that cam- 
paign. The mutinous disposition of 
the mercenaries under his command* 
had filled Louis with doubt and dis- 
gust. Bold and sanguine, but always 
too fiery and impatient, he saw not 
much possibility of paying his troops 
any longer with promises. Perhaps 
he was not unwilling to place them 
in a position where they would be 



8 Meiidoza, 63. 

* Ibid., 63, 64. HooM, v. 174. 
^ Mendoza, Hoofd, ubi sup. 

• Bor, iv. 236, 244. Hoofd, v. 175. 
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< li^Wil, V. 174, 176. ii<'r, iv. 244. Mcn- 

rloxtt, 4} I. 

» Jjur, iv. M4, *i4£. L'oo.'d, V. 176. 
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mingen.* It was then eight o'clock in 
the morning. The patriots redoubled 
their efforts. By ten o'clock the waters 
were already knee high, and in some 

* HooM, T. 175^ 176. 

* Mcieren, 54. Utofd, t. 175. 

* Mcndoziik 67. CoR««MDdance du Doo 
d*Albe. 
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places as deep as to the waist. At that 
hour, tiie advanced guard of the Span- 
iards arrived. Fifteen hundred mus- 
keteers were immediately ordered for- 
ward by the Duke. They were preceded 
by a company of mounted carabineers, 
attended by a smidl band of volunteers of 
distinction. This little bandthrew them- 
selves at once upon the troops engaged 
in destroying the dykes. The rebels 
fled at the first onset, and the Span- 
iards closed the gates.^ Feeling the 
full importance of the moment, Count 
Louis ordered a lai^ge force of musket- 
ears to recover the position, and to 
complete the work of inundation. It 
was too late. The little band of Span- 
iards held the post with consummate 
tenacity. Charge after charge, volley 
after volley, from the overwhelming 
force brought against them, failed to 
loosen the fierce grip with which they 
held this key to the whole situation. 
Before they could be driven from the 
dykes, their comrades arrived, when all 
their antagonists at once made a hurried 
retreat to their camp.* 

Very much the same tactics were 
now employed by the Duke, as in the 
engagement near Selwaert Abbey. He 
was resolved that this affair, also, should 
be a hunt, not a battle, but foi:esaw 
that it was to be a more successful one. 
There was no loophole of escape, so 
that after a little successful baiting, 
the imprisoned victims would be forced 
to si»ing from their lurking-place, to 
perish upon his spears. On his march 
from Reyden that morning, he . had 
taken care to occupy every farm-house, 
every building of whatever description 
along the road, with his troops. He 
bad left a strong guard on the bridge 
at Beyden, and had thus closed care- 
fully every avenue.^ The same fifteen 
hundred musketeers were now advanced 
further towards the camp. This small 
force, powerfully but secretly sustained, 
was to feel the enemy; to skirmish 
with him, and to draw him as soon as 
possible out of his trenches.* The plan 
succeeded. Gradually the engagements 
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1 Mendo^ 67, 68. CorrespoudaDce du 
Dae d'Albe, 167, 168. 

* Mendoza, who was himself one of the 
Spartan baud wliich held the dyke, states 
the number of rebels thus repulsed by less 



between them and the troops sent out 
by Count Louis grew more earnest. 
Finding so insignificant a force opposed 
to them, the mutinous rebels took 
courage. The work waxed hot. Lodrofio 
and Romero, commanders of the mus- 
keteers, becoming alarmed, sent to the 
Duke for reinforcements. He sent 
back word in reply, that if they were 
not enough to damage the enemy, they 
could, at least, hold their own for the 
present. So much he had a right to 
expect of Spanish soldiers.'^ At any 
rate, he should send no reinforcements. 
Again they were more warmly pressed, 
again their messenger returned with 
the same reply. A third time they 
send the most urgent entreaties for 
succour. The Duke was still inexor- 
able.* 

Meantime the result of this scientific 
angling approached. By noon the re- 
bels, not being able to see how large a 
portion of the Spanish army had arrived, 
began to think the affair not so serious. 
Count Louis sent out a reconnoitring 
party upon the river in a few boats. 
They returned without having been 
able to discover any large force. It 
seemed probable, therefore, that the 
inundation had been more successful 
in stopping their advance than had been 
supposed.^ Louis, always too rash, in- 
flamed his men with temporary enthu- 
siasm. Determined to cut their way 
out by one vigorous movement, the 
whole army at last marched forth from 
their entrenchments, with drums beat- 
ing, colours flying; but already the 
concealed reinforcements of their ene- 
mies were on the spot. The patriots 
met with a warmer reception than they 
had expected. Their courage evapo- 
rated. Hardly had they advanced three 
hundred yards, when the whole body 
wavered, and theij retreated precipi- 
tately towards the encampment,^ hav- 
ing scarcely exchanged a shot with the 
enemy. Count Louis, in a frenzy of 
rage and despair, flew from rank to 
rank, in vain endeavouring to rally his 
te rror-stricken troops. It was hope- 
tlian 200 Spaniards, at 4000. all musketeezi. 
—67, 68. » Meudoza. 66, 67. 

* Ibid., 69. » Ibid. « Ibid. 

' Hoofd, V. 175, 176. Mendoza, '70. 

8 Mendoza, 70. Hoofd, v. 176. 
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& icIciDer. sys. wini cmife smpiiei^, 
» Sponab. hiscorraa who foagbt in tibe 
bosde — "" ooc & widier. nor even a iad, 
vhf) wiriied to riiaze m. the ▼ktocj, 
bixr: ciXLji nid mxasbadj- to wooimL to 
kzILt4}bam.ortodrawTL^ Tbewcrand- 

TTiy BTltTny QunxnS^ <Ii iJf mrtg ', jHtSQ 

cvo dsy^w and rvrj few CKaped. The 

Landward ptirauit extended for three or 
cour leaenes axryaadJ* ao tiiat die roMb 
and paetnres were eovered widi bocEea* 
widL<3onIecB.andodierweapoaL Coont 
Looiis hTTniii»If flCripped oS hit dcthei^ 
and made hie escape, when all wai 
ova*, b J awimming' acroae the Emu* 
Wish the peJtzy remnant of his troopi 
he aqyin. took refqge in Germany. 

The Spanish armj. two da^s after- 
wards, mardbed back to GroningeiL 
The page wfaxiJi reconb their victo- 
riooB campaign is foul with outrage 
and red with bLo^d. None of the hor- 
rors which accompany the paasBge ci 
hostile troops through a defenceleB 
comury woe omitted. Maids and 
masroDS were ravished in mnltztadcs; 
old men butchered in cold blood. As 
Al-va return ed, with the rear-gnard of 
: his anny . the whole al^ was red with 
a constant conflagration: theinayeorth 
' aeoned changed to aAieaJ'* Every pea- 
, asnt's hoveL every tarmhouae, every 
village upon the rood had been homed 
to the ground. So gross and ao ezten* 
ave had been tiie outrage, that the 
I commander-in-chief felt it duf^ to bf« 
, dignity to hang aome of hie own aoir 
i diers who had most distingaiahedtiiiKn* 
i aelves in this work.^ Thus ended the 
, campaign of Count Louis in Friealand. 
Thus signally and terribly had the 
I Duke of Alva vindicated the anpremacy 
; of Spanish discipline, and of hia own 
j militarr akin. 

On his retain to Gromngen, the 
estates were summoned, and received a 



l«aB. The batcery whLch guarded the 
na.! WW ■en.tirirly *ies«»r«d- He rnahed 
fc> Z£x •ziumtjQ. n^miip^-f . and lired thi*Tn 
all vith iiU •}wn haml* It waa cheir 
rrr«r acjI List discharze. FTtb arng i* 
arm, hjieri^isr btjui. co«iId nmt turn the 
tide ot Carrie, ixiti he w?s swept cack- 
wania with, hia ciiwonl tr^jpst la a 
Sbjcient anerwarda. L»«3n L*3pe de Fi- 
guer-a. whfj led the van of the Spaar 
ianid. tiidiied ap*:n ^he battery, and 
aeoxred it. t.: aether with the nveiina.* 
Their own rurtLIery wis turned against 
the rebeia. ami the mad was soi>a awepiL 
The Spaniania in large nT^nbers now 
ruaiied thnjca*! the trenches in Dursuit 
of tiie retreating t<De. No resstauoce 
waa offered. n»3r quarter gi'^en. An 
nnpc-flBic-Le escape was all which was 
attempted. 1= w!is utjZ a cattle, but a 
massacre. Many of the beggars in 
their li^zht threw down their arms: all 
had forg<jCten their use. Their anta- 
gouists butchered them, in droves, while 
thii:«e whp3 escaped the aword were 
hurled into the river. C?ew» Spaniards 
were killed, tuid xmn tkauamui rebel&^ 
The swirt eb'o-tide swept the hata of 
the peridhing wretches in such numb«ars 
df:>wu the stream, tiiat the people at 
Emden knew the result of the battle 
in an incredibly short period of time.* 
The skirmishing hod lasted from ten 
o'clock till one.^ but the butchery con- 
tinued much longer. It took time to 
dbughter even unreasting victima. 
Large numbers obtained refuge tor tiie 
night upon an i^and in the river. At 
low water next day the Spaniards 
waded to them, and slew every man.^ 
i^Lvny found conceohnent in hovels, 
swamps, and thickets, so that the whole 
of the foUi^wing day was occupied in 
ferreting out and despatching them. 
There was so much to be done, that 
there was work enon^ for alL ** Not 

I Bor, iv 245. Hoofil. ▼. 176. 

s Meniiijaa. 70. 

' Letter of Alva to the Coimdl of State. 
Correspimdiuice do. Due d'Albe. 158. The 
aatne Letter is DubiiimtKi m Bur. iv. US, 24tf. 
All wncer» idlow^ ^eveii thousanii to bava i 
beea kiHei i on the pucrioc s^ide. and the nam- j 
ber of Spuniards siain is xwic estimated at i ^ . , 
BBore tfaun ei|^cv. evea bv the pttrintic i Xendoaa. 73. Compare Hjbofii,'' v. 176; Da 

*•-" , ,55. Compare Bor, iv. 245. Hfi: : Thou, v. 4S8-462, etc etc 

. XV. 969; Hoofa, v. ITtf; and Xeu- » Bor. iv. 2«fi. Xaidoa% 7& 

,n. i nibid. 



^■Mendoaa. 71. 

' Corraspoodance dn Due <f Albe^ 1S7. 

"I MendiMBk TL 

r Ibid.. 7i 

» Ibki. TL 

> Correspumianos da D«ie dTAIba, UB; 
' in a boal:.'* Bor. iv. 345. Xetwen, 55; 
* partly by swimmim^ aodjiartlytn a boat" 
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•evere lecture for their suspicious de- 
meanour in regard to the rebellion.^ 
In order more effectually- to control 
both province and city, the Governor- 
General ordered the construction of a 
strong fortress,^ which was soon begun 
but neyer completed. Having thus 
famished himself with a key to this 
important and doubtful region,* he re- 
turned by way of Amsterdam to Ut- 
recht, l^ere he was met by his son 
Frederic with strong reinforcements.* 
The Duke reviewed his whole army, 
and found himself at the head of 30,000 
infantry and 7000 cavalry.* Having 
fully subdued the province, he had no 
occupation for such a force, but he im- 
proved the opportunity by cutting off 
the head of an old woman in Utrecht 
The Vrow van Diemen, eighteen months 
previously, had given the preacher 
Arendsoon a night's lodging in her 
house.^ The crime had, in fact, been 
committed by her son-in-law, who dwelt 
under her roof, and who had himself, 
without her participation, extended this 
dangerous hospitality to a heretic ; but 
tlie old lady, although a devout Catho- 
lic, was ricL Her execution would 
Btrike a wholesome terror into the 
hearts of her neighbours. The confis- 
cation of her estates 'would bring a 
handsome siun into the government 
coffers. It would be made manifest 
that the same hand which could destroy 
an army of twelve thousand rebels at a 
blow could inflict as signal punishment 
on the small delinquencies of obscure 
individuals. The old lady, who was 
past eighty-four yearaof age, was placed 
in a chair upon the scaffold. She met 
her death with heroism, and treated 
her murderers with contempt. " I un- 
derstand very well," she observed, " why 
my death is considered necessary. The 
calf is fat and must be killed." To the 
executioner she expressed a hope that 
his sword was sufficiently sharp, '' as 
he was likely to find her old neck very 
tough." With this grisly parody upon 
the dying words of Anne Boleyn, the 



1 Bor, iv. 246. Hoofd, v. 176, 177. 

« Bor, iv. 246; v. 260. 

» De Thou, V. 462. Vie du Due d'Aibe, ii. 
823. 

* De Thou, V. 462; but compare Mendoza, 
76,77. 
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courageous old gentlewoman submitted 
to her fate.* 

The tragedy of Don Carlos does not 
strictly belong to our subject, which 
is the rise of the Netherland common- 
wealth — not the decline of the Spanish 
monarchy, nor the life of Philip the 
Second. The thread is but slender 
which connects the unhappy young 
Prince with the fortunes of the nor- 
thern republic. He was said, no doubt 
with truth, to desire the government 
of Flanders. He was also supposed to 
be in secret correspondence with the 
leaders of the revolt in the provinces. 
He appeared, however, to possess very 
little of their confidence. His name 
is only once mentioned by William of 
Orange, who said in a letter that " the 
Prince of Spain had lately eaten six- 
teen pounds of fruit, including four 
pounds of grapes, at a single sitting, 
and had become ill in consequence." ^ 
The res\ilt was sufficiently natural, but 
it nowhere appears that the royal 
youth, bom to consume the fruits of 
the earth so largely, had ever given 
the Netherlanders any other proof of 
his capacity to govern them. There 
is no doubt that he was a most un- 
comfortable personage at home, both 
to himself and to others, and that he 
hated his father very cordially. He 
was extremely incensed at the nomi- 
nation of Alva to the Netherlands, 
because he had hoped that either the 
King would go thither or intrust the 
mission to lum, in either of which 
events he should be rid for a time of 
the paternal authority, or at least of 
the paternal presence. It seems to be 
well ascertained that Carlos nourished 
towards his father a hatred which 
might lead to criminal attempts, but 
there is no proof that such attempts 
were ever made. As to the amours of 
the Prince and the Queen, they had 
never any existence save in the imagi- 
nation of poets, who have chosen to 
find a source of sentimental sorrow 
for the Infante in the arbitrary sub- 



» Brandt, i. 480. Hoofd. 

< Brandt. Hist, der Reformatie, D. i. 480. 
Reael's Mem., 86. Hoofd, v. 177. 

y Groen v. Piinst., Archives, i. 434; but 
see Correspondance de Guillaume lo Tacit., 
iii. 12. 
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Htitution of hiB father for himaelf in 
tJic inorriiigc contract with the daughter 
i)f Henry the Second. As Carlos was 
but twelve or thirteen years of age 
when thus deprived of a bride whom 
ho had never seen, the foundation for 
A paiwionate regret was but slight. 
Tlu-ro is no proof whatever, nor any 
j-eason to surmise, that any love pas- 
HageH ever existed between Don Carlos 
and his step-mother. 

As to the process and the death of 
the Prince, the mystery has not yet 
boon removed, and the field is still 
open to conjecture. It seems a thank- 
IcHN task to grope in the dark after 
ilie truth at a variety of sources, when 
the tnith really exists in tangible 
Hlmi>ti if profane hands could be laid 
upon it. The secret is buried in the 
iMWom of the Vatican. Philip wrote 
two letters on the subject to Pius V. 
The wjntents of the first (21st Janu- 
(iry 1508) are known. He informed 
the Pontiff that he had been obliged 
t-o imprison his son, and promised 
tluit he would, in the conduct of the 
affair, omit nothing which could be 
»x))ected of a father and of a just and 
jirudent king.^ The second letter, in 
which he narrated, or is supposed to 
h.'ivo narrated, the whole course of the 
tragic i)roceedings, down to the death 
and Ijurial of the Prince, has never yet 
Ixton made public. There are hopes 
that this Bocret missive, after three 
centuries of darkness may soon see the 
light.« 

1 Do Thou, V. 436, liv. xliii. 

» I jitn iiHHUicrl by M. Oachard, that a copy 
f»f tills iinj)(»rtunt hitter in confidently ox- 
puct&d by the* Commissiou Boyale d'His- 
Unro. 

s» '* A cnKjllcmcnt moudii ea fomme, fille 
f)t notir dcH IloiH do Fniiicol commoj 'en tends 

im'on en a en Fnaneo los informations 

ttii fisnnno Ic'^'itinie, nidre do deux fiUoR vi-aies 
hdi-itiercH ci'lOnpai^io."— Ai)oU)Kio. 34, sqq. 
The jjart of thiH accuHatiou relative to the 
Oueon is entirely disprovwl by the lottei-s of 
ilio Fi-oiich envoy rourquovaulx. Vido Vou 
Itiumer, (loHch. EtiroiMis, iiL 120-132, and 
lIlHt. Jiriofo, i. 113-167. 

* "Mais il a en dispense. Do qui? du 
|Hk|)0 du Homo qui est un Diou en terre. 
OMTtCB c'cRt CO que jo croi: car lo Dieu du 

^1 ne Tauroit jHrnais accord^ voil^ 

MUrquoi & est^ acUou8t6 h ces horribles 
VltttM pr6c6dente8 un cruel parricido, le 
^llf meurdriasant inhuroainomeut sou en- 



TJie Rise </ ilie Dutch JRepuUic [1568. 

I As Philip generally told the truth 



; to the Pope, it is probable that the 
j secret, when once revealed, will con- 
tain the veritable solution of the mys- 
tery. Till that moment arrives, it 
seems idle to attempt fathoming the 
matter. Nevertheless, it may be well 
= briefly to state the case as it stands. 
I As against the King, it rests upon no 
< impregnable, but certainly upon re- 
spectable authority. The Prinoe of 
Orange, in his famous Apology, calls 
Philip the murderer of his wife and of 
his son, and says that there was proof 
of the facts in France.^ He alludes 
to the violent death of Carlos almost 
as if it were an indisputable truth. 
" As for Don Charles," he says, " was 
he not our future sovereign? And if 
the father could allege against his son 
fit cause for death, was it not rather 
for us to judge him than for three or 
four monks or inquisitors of Spain ?"'* 
The historian, P. Matthieu^ relates 
that Philip assembled his council of 
conscience; that they recommended 
mercy; that hereupon Philip gave 
the matter to the Inquisition, by 
which tribunal Carlos was declared a 
heretic on account of his connexion 
with Protestants, and for his attempt 
against his father's life was condemned 
to death, and that the sentence was 
executed by foiu: slaves, two holding 
the arms, one the feet^ while the 
fourth strangled him.* 

De Thou gives the following account 
of the transaction, having derived 



fant et son heritier, offin que par ce moien 
lo Pane cut overture de dispense d'un si ex- 
ecrable incoste. 81 doncq nous dieons que 
nous rejettons le gouvomement d'uu tel roi 
incestuous, parricido et meurdrier de aa 
femme, qui nous pourroit accuser juste- 

nient? Quant h Don Charles, n'escoit il 

pas notre seigneiir futur et maistre pre- 
sumptif? £t si lo pcre pouvoit all^ruer 
coutre son fils cause idoine do mort, estoit 
ce point i nous qui avions tant d'intcrest, 
pluatot Jl le juger, qu*!l trois on qnatre moines 
ou Inqiiisiteurs d'£apaigue?" — Apologies 
85, 86. 

* Hist, de Prance et dos choses xn^mor- 
ables ftdvenues aux provinces etrauj^t^ros 
durant sept annees de paix (Paris, 164)6), 
1698-1604. Compare the admirable article 
by the historian Ranke; "Zur Geschiohte 
des Don Carlos " (Aus dem 46ten Bande der 
Wiener Jahrbiicher der Litteraturbesnndors 
abgedruckt). Wion. 1829. Carl Gerold. 
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many of his details from the oral 
communications of Louis de Foiz.^ 

Philip imagined that his son was 
about to escape from Spain, and to 
make his way to the Netherlands. 
The King also believed himself in 
danger of assassination from Carlos, 
his chief evidence being that the 
Prince always carried pistols in the 
pockets of his loose breeches. As 
Carlos wished always to be alone at 
night without any domestic in his 
chamber, De Foix had arranged for 
him a set of pulleys, by means of 
which he could open or shut his door 
without rising from his bed. He al- 
ways slept with two pistols and two 
drawn swords under his pillow, and 
had two loaded arquebusses in a ward- 
robe close at hand. These remarkable 
precautions would seem rather to in- 
dicate a profound fear of being himself 
assassinated; but they were neverthe- 
less supposed to justify Philip's sus- 
picions, that the Infante was meditat- 
ing parricide. On Christmas eve, how- 
ever (1667), Don Carlos told his con- 
fessor that he had determined to kill 
a man. The priest, in consequence, 
refused to admit him to the communion. 
The Prince demanded, at least, a wafer 
which was not consecrated, in order 
that he might seem to the people to 
be participating in the sacrament. 
The confessor declined the proposal, 
and, immediately repairing to the 
King, narrated the whole story. 
Philip exclaimed that he was himself 
the man whom the Prince intended to 
kiU^ but that measures should be 
forthwith taken to prevent such a 
design. The monarch then consulted 
the Holy Office of the Inquisition, 



1 It is surprising that the illustrious his- 
torian Ranke, to whose pamphlet on this 
subjectwe are under deep ooligations, should 
undervalue the testimony of this personage. 
Ho csJls him, *'a certain Foix, who had 
known the Prince and had arranged the 
lock of his door," adding, that *'the evidence 
of a man belonging only tx> an inferior class 
of society is of course not conclusive." ' ' Das 
Zeiigniss eines Menschcn der nur einem un- 
teigeordneten Ereise der Gesellschaft ange- 
hSrte reicht wie sich versteht nicht aus.") 
Certainly one would suppose the man from 
this contemijtuous notice, a mere locksmith. 
Even had he been but a mechanic, his testi- 
mony would seem to us much more valu- 
VOL.I. 



and the resolution was taken to arrest 
his son. De Foix was compelled to 
alter the pulleys of the door to the 
Prince's chamber in such a. manner 
that it could be opened witJiout the 
usual noise, which was almost sure 
to awaken him. At midnight, accord- 
ingly. Count Lerma entered the room 
so stealthily that the arms were all 
removed from the Prince's pillow and 
the wardrobe, without awakening the 
sleeper. Philip, Ruy Gomez, the 
Duke de Feria, and two other nobles, 
then noiselessly crept into the apart- 
ment. Carlos still slept so profoundly 
that . it was necessary fur Lerma to 
shake him violently by the arm before 
he could be aroused. Starting from his 
sleep in the dead of night, and seeing 
his &ther thus accompahied, before his 
bed, the Prince cried out tl^t he was a 
dead man, and earnestly besought the 
bystanders to make an end of him at 
once. Philip assured him, however, 
that he was not come to kill him> but 
to chastise him paternally, and to re- 
call him to his duty. He then read 
him a serious lecture, caused him to 
rise from his bed, took away his ser- 
vants, and placed him under guard. 
He was made to array himself in 
mourning habiliments, and to sleep on 
a truckle bed. The Prince was in 
despair. He soon made various attempts 
upon his own life. He threw himself 
into the fire, but was rescued by his 
guards, with his clothes all in flames. 
He passed several days without taking 
any food, and then ate so many patties 
of minced meat that he nearly died of 
indigestion. He was also said to have 
attempted to choke himself with a 
diamond, and to have been prevented 



able in such an age of dissimulation than if 
he had been a prime minister, a cardinal, or 
a king ; always supposing that he testified 
to things withm his knowledge. Louis de 
Foix was no mechanic, however, but a cele- 
brated engineer, a native of Paris, the archi- 
tect of the palace and monastery of the 
Escorial, and the inventor of the machinery 
by which the water of the Tagus was carried 
to the highest parts of the city of Toledo. 
On his return to France, he distinguished 
himself by constructing a new harbour at 
Bayonne, and by other works of public uti- 
lity. Certaialy it is hardly fair to depreciate 
the statements of such a man uiK)n the 
ground of his inferiority iu social position. 
20 
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/ he was condemned 
at that he died of a 
tervened. It must 
le iUness was a con- 
at such diseases are 
Individuals whom 
d to remove from 
sirous, at the same 
usances. It would 
nptuous to accept 
ktive of De Thou, 
►llowed by Hoofd,* 
•n writers. On the 
d be an exaggera- 
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did not believe in 
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t a profound secret 
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in, after three cen- 
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t, Queen Catharine 
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!l, 1668 (!• "^u- c. xxii, 
icted this error. — Zur 
irlos, etc. 

querido hazer en esta 
de mi propria came i 
servicio i el beneficio i 
otras consideraciones 



Whenever the letter to Pius V. sees 
the light, it will appear whether the 
sacrifice which the monarch thus made 
to his God proceeded beyond the im« 
prisonment and condemnation of his 
son, or was completed by the actual 
immolation of the victim. 

With regard to the Prince himself, 
it is very certain that, if he had lived, 
the realms of the Spanish crown would 
have numbered one tyrant more. 
Carlos from his earliest youth, was re- 
markable for the i&rocitj of his cha- 
racter. The Emperor Charles was 
highly pleased with him, then about 
fourteen years of age, upon their first 
interview after the abdication. He 
flattered himself that the lad had in- 
herited his own martial genius together 
with his nama Carlos took much in- 
terest in his grand&ther's accomit of 
his various baUles, but when the flight 
from Innspruck was narrated, he re> 
peated many times, with much vehe- 
mence, that he never would have fled; 
to which position he adhered, notwith- 
standing all the arguments of the Em- 
peror, and very much to bis amuse- 
ment.* The young Prince was alwa3r8 
fond of soldiers, and listened eagerly 
to discourses of war. He was in the 
habit also of recording the names of 
any military persons who, according to 
custom, frequently made offers of their 
services to the heir apparent, and of 
causing them to take a solemn oath to 
keep their engagements.^ No other 
indications of warlike talent, however, 
have been jveserved c(Hicermng him. 
"He was crafty, ambitious, cruel, 
violent," says the envoy Suriano, "a 
hater of buffoons, a lov^ of soldiers."^ 
His natural cruelty seems to have been 
remarkable from his boyhood. After 
his return from the chase, he was in 
the habit of cutting the throats of 
hares and other animals, and of amus- 
ing himself wjth their dying convul- 

timanas," etc. etc. — lietter of Philip, apud 
Cabrera, vii. xxii. 475. V. Hb. viii 406-601. 

* " Bt egli in colera reitero con nuui- 

viglia e ilso di & M. e de drconstant che 
egli mai non sarebbe foggito.— Badovaro 
MS. 

6 Badovaro MS. 

« " E animoso^ aocorto, cnidele, ambitioflo. 
inimicissimo di bufibni, amicissimo di sul< 
datL".-Suriano MS. 
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The Bise of ilie 



by his guard; to have filled his bed 
Jwrith ice ; to have sat in cold draughts ; 
to have gone eleven days without food, 
the last method being, as one would 
think, sufficiently thorough. Philip, 
therefore, seeing his son thus despe- 
rate, consulted once more with the 
Holy Office, and came to the decision 
that it was better to condemn him 
legitimately to death than to permit 
him to die by his own hand. In order, 
however, to save appearances, the 
order was secretly carried into execu- 
tion. Don Carlos was made to swallow 
poison in a bowl of broth, of which he 
died in a few hours. This was at the 
conunencement of his twenty-third 
year. The death was concealed for 
several months, and was not made 
public till after Alva's victory at Jem- 
mingen.^ 

Such was the account drawn up by 
De Thou from the oral communica- 
tions of De Foix, and from other 
sources not indicated. Certainly, such 
a narrative is far from being entitled 
to implicit credence. The historian 
was a contemporary, but he was not 
in Spain, and the engineer's testimony 
is, of course, not entitled to much 
consideration on the subject of the 
process and the execution (if there 
were an execution); although con- 
clusive as to matters which had been 
within his personal knowledge. For 
the rest, all that it can be said to 
establish is the existence of the gene- 
ral rumour, that Carlos came to his 
death by foul means and in conse- 
quence of advice given by the Inqui- 
stition. 

On the other hand, in all the letters 
written at the period by persons in 
Madrid most likely, from their posi- 
tion, to know the truth, not a syllable 
has been found in confirmation of the 
violent death said to have been suflfered 
by Carlos.* Secretary Erasso, the 



1 De Thou, v., liv. xliii. 433-437. 

* **hk alien diesen Schreiben," says 
Ranke, "so verschiectener Menschen habe 
ich niemals auch nur eine leise Andeutunj^ 
von einem Schriftlichen oder mUndlichen 
8pruche, nirgends auch. nur eine geringe 
Spur von einer gewaltaamen Herbeifiihrung 
dieses Todes gefunden. Sie wissen vielmehr 
sftmtlich nur von einem sehr erklttilichen 
Verlaufe der Erankheib, auf welohe eiu na- 
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papal nuncio Castagna, the Venetian 
envoy Cavalli, all express a conviction 
that the death of the Prince had been 
brought about by his own extravagant 
conduct and mental excitement; by 
alternations of starving and voracious 
eating, by throwing himself into the 
fire, by icing his bed, and by similar 
acts of desperation. Nearly every 
writer alludes to the incident of the 
refusal of the priest to admit Carlos 
to communion upon the ground of his 
confessed deadly hatred to an indivi- 
dual whom all supposed to be the 
Eling. It was also universally believed 
that Carlos meant to kill his Either. 
The nuncio asked Spinosa (then Pre- 
sident of Castile) if this report were 
true. "If nothing more were to be 
feared," answered the priest, "the 
King would protect himself by other 
measures, but the matter was worse, 
if worse could be."' The King, however, 
sunmioned all the foreign diplMuUie 
body, and assured them that the story 
vxM false,* After his arrest, the Prince, 
according to Castagna, attempted vari- 
ous means of suicide, abstaining, at 
last, many da3r8 from food, and dying 
in consequence, "discoursing, upon 
his deathbed, gravely and like a man 
of sense."® 

The historian Cabrera, official pane- 
gyrist of Philip the Second, speaks of 
the death of Carlos as a natural one, 
but leaves a dark kind of mystery 
about the symptoms of his disease. 
He states, that the Prince was tried 
and condemned by a commission or 
junta, consisting of Spinosa, Buy 
Gomez, and the Licentiate Yirviesca, 
but that he was carried off by an ill- 
ness, the nature of which he does not 
describe.® 

Llorent found nothing in the records 
of the Inquisition to prove that the 
Holy Office had ever condenmed the 
Prince or instituted any process against 

tnrlichea Verscheiden folgte."— Zur Gesch- 
ichte, etc. 

» Banke. Zur Geschicbte, etc. 

*Ibid. 

* ** Pero cbe prima serapre pareva che nel 
suo parlar dicesse cose van e di pooo fbuda- 
mento et allora principio a discorrere grave- 
qiente e di huomo prudente."— Zur Qeach- 
icbte, etc., 26. 

< Cabrera. Felipe el Prudente, lib. Tiii. 
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Mm. He fitatea tbaAbewae cortdeimied 
\^ & comriilBSioOj but that kedled of ^ 
Bicknftaa wMcb mipenened. It must 
b# cod! essed tliEit i^e ilkiess Yf2& a gqd- 
Y^enient Diie^ and that such diseas^a are 
rery apt to attack individuala wliom 
aDtEb are dkpoaed to remove from 
beir p&thi while dtjairous, at the same 
, to save appearaDces* It would 
ly be pmeumptuouB to accept 
aplimtl^rtbe Barrj^tivti of De Thoti, 
wMch k litefally followed by Hoof d,^ 
sad by matiy modem wiiterH. On the 
other haudj it would be an exoj^era- 
tlon of historical acopticism to absolve 
Philip Irom the murder of his boUj 
floJely upon negativo teatimony* The 
people about court did not believe in 
the crime. They saw ni3 prcwfa of it. 
01 courae, they saw none. Philip "would 
take good care thjit there should be 
uctue if he had made up his miod that 
the death of the Pi'luce should be cion- 
Hidefcd a natural one. An d priori 
argument, which omits the character 
of ths Bunpected culprit, and the ei- 
traordinMy eircmDetances of time and 

" »laee, ia not eatisfiictoiy, Philip tho- 
oaghlj understood the busineBa of 

^Mcret midnight murder. We shall 
soon hare -ooeaaion to relate the elabti- 
rate and mgenioua method by which 
the aaaaafiiiuydon of Mantigny was ac- 
compHshed and ktpt a profound secrefc 
from the whole world, imtil the lettera 
of the royal a&saaain, after three oen- 
turiee' repose, were exhumed^ and the 
foul mystery revealed. Philip was 
capable of any crbne. Moreover, in 
hia letter to hia aunt, Queen CathMine 
of Portugal,* he diBtinetlj dedainea 
himself, like Abraham, prei)ored to go 
aU lengths in obedionce to the Lord. 
*' I have chosen in this matter/* he 
flald^ *' to wuikc tht mf^ri^ce to God of 
my oiim Jfeah and hloodj and to prefer 
hIb service and the univerml welfare 
to all other human oonaidemtionfl."^ 

1 NedsrL Hist,. 170, im. 

s ind not the Btn^rean^ wife of Jfuximi" 
lian II , tt» stated hy Cabrara, who publii^ht-s 
the letter of January 21, 1568 (I. viL o. xiiL 
47SJ. Ranke ha« corrected this error*— 2 lit 
GnCMibicbtti dea Don CarloFt, ate. 

* ** Maa en fin vo e querido baior oai csts. 
parte nociificlg n t>im d& mi pi^ria caniE! i 
fODgte, i preferir »ut servtcio i el bonefSt'io i 
Lieii umvefisdl & Iub otras cousldsiiwiiQuea 



Whenever the letter to Piui V. sdea 
the Eght, it wiH appear whether the 
Eticrifice which the monarch thua made 
to his God proceeded beyond the im- 
prisonment and condemnation of hie 
Bon, or was completed by the actual 
immolation of the victim. 

With regard to the Prince hiraaeLf, 
it la very certain that, if he had lived, 
the realms of the Spanish crown would 
have numbered one tyrant more. 
CarloB from hia earliest youth^^ was re- 
markable for the feroeifcy of his cha* 
raeter. The Emperor Charl(K waa 
highly pleaded with him, then about 
fourteen yejira of age, upon their fimt 
interview after the abdicatioix He 
flattered himself that the lad had in- 
herited his own maiiL^l genius together 
with his name. Carlos took much In- 
terast in his grandfather'e account oi 
his varioua battlesj but when the flight 
from tmspruck was narrated, he re- 
peated many times, with much vehe- 
mencCi that he never would have fled; 
to which position he adhered^ notwith- 
standing aU the argumenta of the Em- 
peror, and very much to his amuse- 
ment.* The young Prince was always 
fond ol eoldiersj and hstened eagerly 
to discourse of war. He was in the 
habit also of recording the names of 
any mHitaiy persons who, according to 
custom^ fretiuently made offers of their 
services to the heir apparent, and of 
causing them to take a solemn oath to 
keep tneir ©ngagementa.^ No other 
indications of warlike talent, however, 
have been preserved concerning him, 
" He waa crafty, ambitions, cruel, 
viol^it,*' Bays the envoy Suriano, **a 
hater of bufibouB, a lover of floldiera."'' 
His natural cruelty seems to have been 
remarkable from hia boyhood. After 
his return from the chaae, he wat in 
the habit of cutting the ^iiroata of 
hares and other animola, and of amus- 
irtg hkastflf with thalr dying convul- 

umiuias," etCt etc, — Ltitter of Phihp, apud 
CftbPEjra, vH. xxil. 475. V, Kb, Tiii 405-flOl. 

* ** Et egU in aolem roitaro ooii man- 

vi^lja riao di S. M. e de cirt.'oiifltiiDt ube 
ogli mai non mrshhe fu^to,— Badovaro 

B BadovnToMS. 

* " EanimO!9ai ncc^orto, crudele, amhitiow©. 
InimiclgAlmo d^ hmQbni, aniicia&iiaoi di s*i\r^ 
dEiU."_SuTinuo Ma. 
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■iocs.' He alBO frequently took plea- 
sure in roasting them alive.* He once 
received a present of a very bu^ snake 
from srjme person who seemed to un- 
derstand bow to please this remaikable 
young Prince. After a time, however, 
the ^vourite reptile bit its master's 
finger, whereupon Don Carlos immedi- 
ately retaliated by biting off its head.' 

He was excessively angry at the 
suggestion that the prince who was ex- 
pected to spring from his father's mar- 
riage with the Engtish Queen, would 
one day reign over the Netherlands, 
and swore he would challenge him to 
mortal combat in order to prevent such 
an infringement of his rightSb His 
father and grandfather were both highly 
diverted with this manifestation of 
spirit,^ but it was not decreed that 
the world should witness the execution 
of these fraternal intentions against the 
babe which was never to be bom. 

Ferocity, in short, seems to have 
been the leading characteristic of 
the unhappy Carlos. His preceptor, 
a man of learning and merit, who was 
called " the honourable John,"* tried 
to mitigate this excessive aixlour of 
temperament by a course of Cicero de 
Officiis, which he read to him daily .^ 
Neither the eloquence of Tully, how- 
ever, nor the precepts of the honour- 
able John, made the least impression 
upon this very savage nature. As he 
grew older he did not grow wiser nor 
more gentle. He was prematurely and 
grossly licentious. All the money 
which, as a boy, he was allowed, he 
spent upon women of low character, 
and when he was penniless, he gave 
thein his chains, his medals, even the 
clothes from his baok.^ He took plea- 
sure in afironting respectable females 
when he met them in the streets, in- 
sulting them by the coarsest language 
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' and gestaresL* Being emel^ conning, 
fierce, and licenttonsy be seemed to 
combine maskj of the wont qoalities of 
a lunatic. That he ptobaU j was one 
is the best defence whidi can be offered 
for hisocmdoct In attempting to offer 
: violence to a female, while lie was at 
! the university of A^aJk, be f eH down 
I a stone staircase, from which cause he 
' was laid up for a long time with a 
severely wounded head, and was sap- 
posed to have injured hll brain.* 
■ The traits of ferocity recorded of 
' him during his short life are so nmne- 
rous that humanity can hardly desire 
that it should have been prolonged. A 
few drops of water having once &Den 
upon his head from a window, as he 
passed through the street, he gave 
peremptoiy orders to his guard to bum 
thehousetotheground,andtoputeTei7 
one of its inhabitants to the sword. 
The soldiers went forthwith to execute 
the order, but, more humane than their 
master, returned with the excuse that 
the holy sacrament of the Yiatieum 
had that moment been carried into the 
house. This appeal to the superstition 
of the Prince successfully suspended 
the execution of the crime whidi his 
inconceivable malignity had oontem- 
plated.^ On another oocasi<Hi, a noble- 
man, who slept near his chamber, 
feuled to answer his bell on the instant. 
Springing upon his dilatory attendant, 
as soon as he made his appearance^ the 
Prince seized him in his arms and was 
about to throw him from the window, 
when the cries of the unfortunate 
chamberlain attracted attention, and 
procured a rescue.*^ 

The Cardinal Espinoza had once ac- 
cidentally detained at his palace an 
actor who was to perform a &vourite 
part by express command of Don 
Carlos. Furious at this detention. 



1 Btrada, viiL 813. 

* "Diinostra di haver* an ammo fioro, et 
tra li effetti cho si raccontavano imo e che 
alio volte che da la caccia li veniva portato 
loi>ro o Biinili animale, si diletta di veder li 
luiOHtiti vivi."— Badovaro MS. 

^ " Et ossendo li donato mia bisda scodo- 

rclla molto f^rande, et ossa havendo 11 dato 

uii inorKo & mi dito egli subitamente co denti 

gli spicco la testa."— ibid. 

, ^ *' Con sommAallegreszainteso."— Ibid. 

' "II precotorre bug h nominato Thono- 



rato Giovanni, cbe e di quelli bell coetmni 
che si possauo desiderar in alcmi altro spag- 
nuolo. — Ibid. 

< Badovaro MS. 7 ibid. 

> Brantdme (iisft), iL 117. 

» Hoofd, V. 179. Compare Btrada. i. 218. 
See also " Reladon do lo sucedido en la en- 
fermedad del I'rincipe, nuestro Se&or, por el 
Doctor Olivares, medico de su camaia."— 
Papiers d'Etat de Granvelle, vi. 687, sqq. 

10 Cabren^ lib. viL c. xxii. p. 470. 

u'lbid. 
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the Prince took the priest by the throat 
as soon as he presented himself at the 
palace, and plucking his dagger from 
its sheath, swore, by the soul of his 
father, that he would take his life on 
the spot. The grand inquisitor fell on 
his knees and begged for mercy, but it 
is probable that the entrance of the 
King alone saved his life.^ 

There -was often something ludicrous 
mingled with the atrocious in these 
ungovernable explosions of wrath. Don 
Pedro Manuel, his chamberlain, had 
once, by his command, ordered a pair 
of boots to be made for the Prince. 
When brought home, they were, unfor- 
tunately, too tight. The Prince, after 
vainly endeavouring to pull them on, 
fell into a blazing passion. He swore 
that it was the fault of Don Pedro, 
who always wore tight boots himself, 
but he at the same time protested that 
his father was realty at the bottom of 
.the a£fair. He gave the young noble- 
man a box on the ear for thus conspir- 
ing with the King against his comfort, 
ai^ then ordered the boots to be 
chopped into little pieces, stewed, and 
seasoned. Then sending for the cul- 
prit shoemaker, he ordered him to eat 
his own boots, thus converted into a 
pottage; and with this punishment the 
unfortunate mechanic, who had thought 
his life forfeited, was sufficiently ^Utd 
to comply.* 

Even the puissant Alva could not 
escape his violence. Like all the men 
in whom his father reposed confidence, 
the Duke was odious to the heir appa- 
rent. Don Carlos detested him with 
the whole force of his little souL He 
hated him as only a virtuous person 
depi^rved to be hated by such a ruffian. 
'?ne heir apparent had taken the 
Netherlands imder his patronage. He 
had even formed the design of repair- 
ing secretly to the provinces, and could 
not, therefore, disguise his wrath at 
the appointment of the Duke. It is 
doubtful whether the country would 
have benefited by the gratification of 
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his .wishes. It is possible that the 
pranks of so malignant an ape might 
have been even more mischievous than 
the concentrated aijd vigorous tyranny 
of an Alva. When the new Captain- 
General called, before his departure, to 
pay his respects to the Infante, the 
Duke seemed, to his surprise, to have 
suddenly entered the den of a wild 
beast. Don Carlos sprang upon him 
with a hqwl of fury, brandishing a 
dagger in his hand. He uttered re- 
proaches at having been defrauded of 
the Netherland government. He swore 
that Alva should never accomplish his 
mission, nor leave his presence alive. 
He was proceeding to make good the 
threat with his poniard, when the Duke 
closed with him. A violent struggle 
succeeded. Both rolled together on 
the ground, the Prince biting and 
striking like a demoniac, the Diike de- 
fending himself as well as he was able, 
without attempting his adversary's 
life. Before the combat was decided, 
the approach of many persons put an 
end to the disgraceful scene. ^ As de- 
cent a veil as possible was thrown over 
the transaction, and the Duke departed 
on his mission. Before the end of the 
year, the Prince was in the prison 
whence he never came forth alive. 

The figure of Don Carlos was as mis- 
shapen as his mind. His head was dis- 
proportionately large, his limbs were 
rickety, one shoulder was higher, one 
leg longer than the other.* With fea- 
tures resembling those of his father, 
but with a swMihy instead of a fair 
complexion, with an expression of 
countenance both fierce and foolish, 
and with a character such as we have 
sketched it, upon the evidence of those 
who knew him well, it is indeed strange 
that he should ever have been trans- 
formed by the magic of "^poetry into a 
romantic hero. As cruel and cunning 
as his father, as mad as his great-grand- 
mother, he has left a name which not 
even his dark and mysterious fate can 
render interesting. 



1 Cabrera, ubi sup. 
« Ibid., vU. 470. Bi 
n., 11. 115. 



« Ibid., vii. 470. Brantdme; art. Philippe 



« Cabrera, lib. vii. c. xiii. 442, 443. 

* ** Ha la testa di grandezza sproportion- 
ata al corpo, di pelo nero et di oeboie com- 
pleseione."— Badovaro J^3i 



Se bene a simile al padre di facoia e pcro 
dissimil di costumi." — Siiriano MS. 

"Carolus, prseter colorem et capillum, 
ceterum corpore mendosus: quippe humero 
elatior et tibi& alter& longior era^ nee minus 
dehonestameutum ab indole feroci et con- 
tumaci."— Strada, x, 609. 



406 



The Rue of the Dutdh BepuUie. 



[156a 



CHAPTER IV. 

Continuod and excesaiTe barbarity of the government — Execution of Antony van Straalen, 
of " Red-Bod" Spelle— The Prince of Orange advised by bia German Mends to remain 
quiet — Heroic sentiments of Orange — His religious opmions — His efforts in favour oi 
toleration — His fervent piety — ^His public correspondence with the Emperor — ^His "Jus- 
tification,'* his " Warning,** and other papers characterised — The Prince, with a consida>- 
able army, crosses the Khine— Passage of the Meuse at Stochem — He offers battle to 
Alva— Determination of the Duke to avoid an engagement— Comparison of his present 
situation with his previous position in Friesland— Masterly tactics of the Duk^— Skir- 
mish on the Geta — Defeat of the Orang^sts — Death of Hoogstraaten— Junction with Genlis 
— Adherence of Alva to his original plan — ^Tho Prince crosses the frontier of France— 
CorresiK>ndence between Charles IX. and Orange— The patriot army disbuided at Stras- 
burg— Comments by Granvelle upon the position of tlie Prince— Triumphant attitude ot 
Alva— Festivities at Brussels — Colossal statue of Alva erected by himself in Antwerp 
Citadel — Intercession of the Emperor with Philip — Memorial of six Electors to the Em- 
peror — Miscdon of the Archduke Charles to Spain — His neg^iations with Philip — ^Public 
and private correspondence between the King and Emperor— Duplicity of Maximilian— 
Abnipt conclusion to the intervention — Granvelle's suggestions to Philip conoeming the 
treaty of Passuu. 



The Duke having thus crushed the pro- 
ject of Count Louis, and quelled the 
insurrection in Friesland, returned in 
triumph to Brussels. Far from soft- 
ened by the success of his arms, he 
renewed with fresh energy the butch- 
ery which, for a brief season, had been 
suspended during his brilliant cam- 
paign in the north. The altars again 
smoked with victims; the hanging, 
burning, drowning, beheading, seemed 
destined to be the perpetual course of 
his administration, so long as human 
bodies remained on which his fanatical 
vengeance could be wreaked.^ Four 
men of eminence were executed soon 
after his return to the capital. They 
had previously suffered such intense 
punishment on the rack, that it was 
necessary to carry them to the scaffold 
and bind them upon chairs/ that they 
might be beheaded.* These four suf- 
ferers were, a Frisian nobleman named 
Galena, the secretaries of Egmont and 
Horn, Bakkerzeel and La Loo, and the 
distinguished Burgomaster of Antwerp, 
Antony van Straalen. The arrest of 
the three la*-mentioned individuals, 
simultaneously with that of the two 
Coimts, has been related in a previous 
chapter. In the case of Van Straalen, 
the services rendered by him to the 
provinces during his long and honour- 
able career, had been so remarkable, 



1 Bor, iv. 248. 
* J. P. van Cappelle, Bijdragen tot de 
Geschioh. d. Nederl., 231. Meteren, f. 61. 
» Bor, 247. 248. 
i Bor, Cappelle, Hoofd, ubl iup. Tho last 



that even the Blood-Council, in send- 
ing his case to Alva for his sentence^ 
were inspired by a humane feeling. 
They felt so much compunction at the 
impending fate of a man who, among 
other meritorious acts, had furnished 
nearly all the funds for the brilliant 
campaign in Picardy, by which the 
opening years of Philip's reign had been 
illustrated, as to hint at the pn^iriety 
of a pardon.^ But the recommenda- 
tion to mercy, though it came from, 
the lips of tigers, dripping with hmnsu 
blood, fell imheeded on the tyrant's ear. 
It seemed meet that the man who had 
supplied the nerves of war in thatnnfor- 
given series of triumphs, should share 
the fate of the hero who had won the 
laurels.* 

Hundreds of obscure martyrs now 
followed in the same path to another 
world, where surely they deserved to 
find their recompense, if steadfast ad- 
herence to their faith, and a tranquil 
trust in Gkxl, amid tortures and death 
too horrible to be related, had ever 
found favour above. The "Red-Rod," 
as the provost of Brabant was popularly 
designated, was never idle. He flew 
from village to village throughout the 
province, executing the bloody behests 
of his masters with congenial alacrity.' 
Nevertheless, his career was soon des- 
tined to close upon the same scaffold 
words of the Bui^gomaster as he bowed his 
neck to the executioner's stroke were, " Voor 
wel gedaan, kwaclyk beloud," " For faithful 
service, evil recompense."— Capelle, 282. 

» Bor, iv. 248. 
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where lie had so long offieiatetL Partly 

t^m. caprieet partly from an unoom- 

pfOiziiflii]g:aiid fjint^tic sense of juBtice, 

Me masti^ now haDg^cd the ^xecutioDer 

wbc!@e induatiy had been so untlrmg. 

The aeuteuce which waa oJ^xed to hia 

st« oa he f^utfered, stated that he 

L Wen guilty of much malprfustioe; 

jLt be hud executed many persons 

dthout fi warr-dtit, und had auS^erod 

oy guilty peraoiiH, for a bribe, to 

Pttcape their doom.^ The reader can 

'judge which of the two clauflcs coTiati- 

toted the mo^t sufficient reason^ 

During all theife triumphs of Alva, 

the Prince of Orange h^ not lo^ his 

a&lf 'posaeaaioD. One after another, each 

of h^ boldifikilfuHy-oonceived, and care- 

fully-prepjired plnue had failed. Villers 

tad been entirely discouifiicd at Dal- 

hem, Cocqueville had been cut to pieces 

in Flcaidy,, and now the voliaut and 

xperienced Louis bad met with an 

atire overthfow in Frieebnd. The 

KTi^f aucoeaa of the patriate at Heiliger- 

ee had been washed out m thg blood- 

orreuta of Jemndngen. Tyranny was 

Bore triuDiphant, the provinces more 

oidly erouchingi than ever* The 

ends on whom William of Orange 

►lied in Germany, never enthusiag^o 

'in hifl cause^ although many of them 

tnie-hearted and liberal, now grew cold 

and anxious. For months long, his 

moet faithful and afTectiofiate allies, 

«uch men a^ the Elector of Heai^r ^ud 

th© Dnke of Wirtembetg.aa wellasthe 

lass trustworthy Augustus of Barony, 

earnestly expre^ed their opinion 

at, under the ciroumatances, hia beet 

_ ourse was to sit etiU and watch the 

OQtuse of events. 

It was known "that the emperor had 
ritten an urgent letter to Philip on 
be subject of his policy in the Nether- 
ndfi in general, and concerning the 
position of Orange in particular* All 
person^,, from the Emperor down to 
tlie pettiest potentate^ seamed now of 
opinion that the Prince had bnatter 



I Boi-, T. 2G0, 270. Konfil, v, 191. 

> Coireapondance tie Phllipiio II., I!, TS6. 
Arcituyeii fft Correspondftuce, ill. 13(>-136, 
144. 145, «H-^lfl- 

* Contfflpondauco dg QuJIlaunia Iq T^t, 
kit. I-^IU. Ari-'liives tit Correepondanoe, iii. 

«), et fitia- 
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pause I that he was,, indeed, bound to 
wait the issue of iJiat remonstrance.* 
" Tour highness must ait still/' said 
Landgrave William, " Your highne&s 
niuat ait i^til}," said Augustua of Sax* 
ony. " You must move ndther hand 
nor foot in tbe cause of the perishing 
provincoa," said the. Emparor. " Not 
a soldier — ^^horso, foot, or dragoon — 
shall be levied within the empire* If 
you violate the peaoa of t]ie realm, and 
embroil us with our oxeellent brother 
and ooudn PhiUpj it m at your own 
peril You have nothing to do but to 
keep quiet and await his answer to our 
letter. ^^ But the Prince knew how 
much effect his sitting still would pro- 
duce upon the cause of liberty and re^ 
ligioBH. He knew how much eifect the 
Emperor's letter was like to have upon 
the heart of Philip. He knew that the 
more impenetrable the darkness now 
gathering over that Istud of dtxim which 
he had devoted hia life to defend, the 
more ui]gontly was he forbidden to turn 
hia face away from it In its aMiction. 

It wag about this time that a deep 
change came over his mind^ Hitherto, 
although nominally at ttwb ed to the com- 
munion of the ancient Churchy his 
course of life and habita of niiud had 
not led him to deal very eameetly with 
thingu beyond the world. The levere 
duties, the grave charact^ of the cause 
to which his days were henceforth to 
be devoted, had already led him to a 
closer inspection of the eaaential attri- 
butes of GhriHtianity, He waa now 
enrolled for life as a soldier of the Re- 
formation.* The Reformation waa 
henceforth his fatherland, the sphere 
of hia duty and his affection. The re* 
ligious Eel ormers became his brethren, 
whether In France, Germany, the Ne- 
therknda, or England. Yet his mind 
had taken a higher flight than that of 
the most eminent Reformers. His goal 
was not a new doctrinej but religious 
liberty. In an age when to think was 
a crime, and when bigotry and a perse- 



* The Prince wotit into the Rcfonuqd wor* 
sMp «top by stepi aud it wius out until tba 
23d October 157 3 » ihht btj pubUcly attended 
oammwiiQii »t n Cglvintet me^ttng^ btjt 
wbitru is not tnontionofi. ** — Vide Vnn Wirn 
op Wagonaer^ vL 73, atid Van der WftiL Prl- 
vdcgie^uii Don, bL 149, No. 7. 
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cuting spirit characteriiied Bomaniflts 
and LutheranB, Calvinists and Zwin- 
gliami, he had darerl to announce free- 
dfjin of conucience as the great object 
for which noble natures should strive. 
In an age when toleration was a vice, 
he ha^l the manhood to cultivate it as 
a virtue. His parting advice to the 
Beformers f/f the Netherlands, when he 
left them for a seasr/n in the spring of 
1507, was to sink all lesser differencss 
in religi «^ms union. Those of the Augs- 
burg (Confession and those of the Cal- 
vinistic Church, in their own opinion 
as incaf>able of commingling as oil and 
water, were, in his judgment, capable of 
friendly amalgamation.* He appealed 
eUxjuently to the good and influential 
of all parties to unite in one common 
cause against oppression. Even while 
favouring daily n lore and more the cause 
of the purified Church, and becoming 
daily more alive to the corruption of 
Home, he was yet willing to tolerate 
all forms of worship, and to leave rea- 
son to cfjmljat error. 

Without a particle of cant or fanati- 
cism, he had become a deeply religious 
man. Hitherto he had been only a 
man of the world, and a statesman, 
but from this time forth he began 
calmly to rely upon God's providence 
in all the emergencies of his eventful 
life. His letters written to his most 
confidential friends, to be read only by 
themselves, and which have been gazed 
upon by no other eyes- until after the 
lapse of nearly three centuries, abun- 
dantly prove his sincere and simple 
trust. This sentiment was not assumed 
for effect to delude others, but cherished 
as a secret support for himself. His 
religion was not a cloak to his designs, 
but a consolation in his disasters. In 
his letter of instruction to his &ost 
confidential agent, John Bazius, while 
he df'clared himself frankly in favour 
of the Protestant principles, he express- 
ed his extreme repugnance to the per- 
secution of Catholics. " Should we 
<ibtain power over any city or cities," he 
wrote, " let the communities of Papists 
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be as much respected and protected as 
; possible. Let them be oreroome, noi 
' by violence, bat with genHe-mmded- 
ness and virtuoias treatment.''' After 
the terrible disaster at Jemmingeii, he 
; had written to Louis, oonsoling him, in 
the most affectionate language, for tiie 
.unfortunate result of Us riMnpayt, 
Not a word of reproach escaped from 
him, although his brother had cuttAotX- 
ed the operations in Frieslaiid, after 
the battle of Heiliger-Lee, in amannar 
quite contrary to lus own advice. He 
had counselled agsHnst a battle, and had 
I foretold a defeat; ' but after tlie battle 
had been fought, and a crushing defeat 
j sustained, his language breathed odIt 
unwavering submission to the will <rf 
God, and continued confidence in his 
own courage. ''Tou may be wdl 
assured, my brother," he wrote, "that 
I have never felt anything more keenly 
than the pitiable misfortune which lua 
happened to you, for many reasons 
which you can easily imagine. More- 
over, it hinders us much in the levy 
which we are making, alid has greatly 
chilled the hearts of those who oths- 
wise would have been ready to give ns 
assistance. Nevertheless, since it has 
thus pleased God, it is necessary to have 
patience, and to lose not courage; con- 
forming ourselves to His divine will, as 
for my part I have determined to do in 
everything which may happen, still 
proceeding onward in our work with 
his Almighty aid. " * Soevis tranqwUlut 
in undiSf he was never more placid than 
when the storm was wildest, and the 
night darkest He drew his consola- 
tions and refreshed his courage at the 
never-failing fountains of Divine mercy. 
" I go to-morrow," lie wrote to the 
imworthy Anna of Saxony ; " but when 
I shall return, or when I shall see you, 
I cannot, on my honour, tell you with 
certainty. I have resolved to place 
myself in the hands of the Almighty, 
that he may guide me whither it is His 
good pleasure that I should go. / tee 
well enough that I am destijud to pats 
this life in misery and labour, icith t^ieh 



» Wnffennor, VaderL Hist., vL 227, 228. 
Iloofri, Iv. 132, 138. 

* "Hftolit moedJgheyt ende deucbtsam- 
keit."— Archives, eta, ill. 19G-200. . 
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/ am vxU content, gmce it tkus pleases 
the Omnipotent, for I know that I have 
merited Bti^ greater chastisement. I 
only implore Him graciously tosendme 
strength to endure with patience.**^ 

In May 1668, the Emperor Maximi- 
lian had formally issued a requisition 
to the Prince of Orange to lay down 
his arms, and to desist from all levies 
and machinations against the King of 
S{>ain and the peace of thtf realm. This 
summons he was commanded to obey 
on pain of forfeiting all rights, fiefs, 
pri^eges, and endowments bestowed 
by imperial hands on himself, or his 
predecessors, and of incvuring the hea- 
viest disgrace, punishment, and penal- 
ties of the Empire.* 

To this document the Prince replied 
in August, haying paid in the mean- 
time but little heed to its precepts. 
Now that l^e Emperor, who at first 
was benignant, had begun to frown on 
his undertaking, he did not slacken in 
his own endeavours to set his army on 
foot. One by one those among the 
princes of the empire who had been 
mpst stanch in his cause, and were still 
most friendly to his person, grew colder 
as tyranny became stronger; but the 
ardour of the Prince was not more 
chilled by their despair than by the 
overthrow at Jemmingen, which had 
been its cause. In August, he answered 
the letter of the Emperor, respectfully 
but warmly. He still denounced the 
tyranny of Alva and the arts of Gran- 
velle with that vigorous eloquence 
which was always at his command, 
while, as usual, he maintained a show 
of almost exaggerated respect for their 
monarch. It was not to be presumed, 
he said, that his Majesty, " a king de- 
bonair and bountiful," had ever intend- 
ed such cruelties as those which had 
been rapidly retraced in the letter, but 
it was certain that the Duke of Alva 
had committed them all of his own 
authority. He trusted, moreover, that 
the Emperor, after he had read the 
" Justification " which the Prince had 
recently published, would appreciate 

1 Archives, etc., de la Maison d'Orange 
Nassau, iii. 827-331. 

« See the letter in Gaehard, Correspon- 
dance de Guillaume le Tacit., iii. 1-5. 

» Ibid., iii. 6-19. 
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the reason for his taking up arms. He 
hoped that his Majesty would now con- 
sider the resistance just. Christian, and 
conformable to the public peace. He 
expressed the belief that rather than 
interpose any hindrance, his Majesty 
would thenceforth rather render assist- 
ance "to the poor and desolate Chris- 
tians," even as it was his Majesty's 
office and authority to be the last re- 
fuge of the injured.* 

The " Justification against the false 
blame of his calumniators by the 
Prince of Orange," to which the 
Prince thus referred, has been men- 
tioned in a previous chapter. This 
remarkable paper had been drawn up 
at the advice of his friends. Landgrave 
William and Elector Augustus,* but 
it was not the only document which 
the Prince caused to be published at 
this important epoch. He issued a 
formal declaration of war against the 
Duke of Alva; he addressed a solemn 
and eloquent warning or proclamation 
to all the inhabitants of the Nether- 
lands.* These documents are ex- 
tremely important and interesting. 
Their phraseology shews the intentions 
and the spirit by which the Prince 
was actuated on first engaging in the 
struggle. Without the Prince and his 
efforts at this juncture, there would 
probably have never been a free 
Netherland commonwealth. It is 
certain, likewise, that without an en- 
thusiastic passion for civil and religious 
liberty throughout the masses of the 
Netherland people, there would have 
been no successful effort on the part 
of the Prince. He knew his country- 
men; while they, from highest to 
humblest, recognised in him their 
saviour. There was, however, no pre- 
tence of a revolutionary movement. 
The Prince came to maintain, not to 
overthrow. The freedom which had 
been enjoyed in the provinces imtil 
the accession of the Bu^gundian dy- 
nasty, it was his purpose to restore. 
The attitude which he now assumed 
was a peculiar one in history. This 



* Archives, etc., de la Maison d'Orange, 
iii. 188-186. 

« The Declaration is puLlished iu Bor, iv. 
253, 254. 
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defender of a people's caaae set up no 
reTolutionuy standard. In all his 
documents be paid apparent reverence 
to the authority of the King. By a 
fiction, which was not unphilosophical, 
he assumed that the monarch was in- 
capable of the crimes which he charged 
upon the Viceroy. Thus he did not 
assume the character of a rebel in arms 
against his prince, but in his own 
capacity of soTcreign he levied troops 
and waged war against a satrap whom 
he chose to consider false to his mas- 
ter's orders. In the interest of Phi- 
lip, assumed to be identical with the 
welfare of his people, he took up arms 
against the tyrant who was sacri- 
ficing both. This mask of loyalty 
would never save his head from the 
block, as he well knew, but some 
spirits lofty as his own, might perhaps 
be influenced by a noble sophistry, 
which sought to strengthen the cause 
of the people by attributing virtue to 
the King. 

And thus did the sovereign of an 
insignificant little principality stand 
boldly forth to do battle with the most 
powerful monarch in the world. At 
his own expense, and by almost super- 
human exertions, he had assembled 
nearly thirty-thousand men. He now 
boldly proclaimed to the world, and 
especially to the inhabitants of the 
provinces, his motives, his purposes, 
and his hopes. 

" We, by God's grace Prince of 
Orange," said his declaration of 31st 
August 1568, " salute all faithful sub- 
jects of his Majesty. To few people 
is it unknown that the Spaniards have 
for a long time sought to govern the 
land according to their pleasure. 
Abusing his Majesty's goodness, they 
have persuaded him to decree the in- 
troduction of the Inquisition into the 
Netherlands. They well understood, 
that in case the Netherlanders could 
be made to tolerate its exercise, they 
would lose all protection to their 
liberty; that if they opposed its intro- 
duction, they would open those rich 
provinces as a vast field of plunder. 
We had hoped that his Majesty, tak- 

1 Bor, Iv. 263, 254. 

3 The "Waarschouwing" is published in 
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ing the matter to heart, would have 
spared his hereditary provinces from 
such utter ruin. We l^ve found oar 
hopes futile. - We are onaUe, bj rea- 
son of our loyal service due to hn 
Majesty, and of oar true compaaBioa 
for the faithfol lieges^ to look with 
tranquillity any longer at such murderSy 
robberies, outrages, and agony. We 
are, moreover, certain that his Majesty 
has been ba<Uy informed upon Netiier* 
land matters. We take up arms, there- 
fore, to oppose the violent tyranny of 
the Spaniards, by the help of the mer- 
ciful Ood, who is the en^ny of all 
blood-tiiirstinesB. Cheerfully inclined 
to wager our life and all our worldly 
wealth on the cause, we have now, 
(}od be thanked, an exceUent army of 
cavalry, infantry, and artHleiy, raised 
all at our own expense. We summon 
ail loyal subjects of the Netherlands 
to come and help us. Let them take 
to heart the uttermost need of the 
country, the danger of perpetoal 
slavery for themselves and tiieir 
children, and of the entire overthrow 
of the Evangelical religion. Only when 
Alva's blood-thirstiness shall have 
been at last overpowered, can the pro- 
vinces hope to recover tiieir pure ad- 
ministration of justice, and a prosper- 
ous condition for their conmion- 
wealth."^ 

In the *' warning " or proclamation 
to all the inhabitants of the Nether- 
lands, the prince expressed similar 
sentiments. He announced his inten- 
tion of expelling the Spaniards for ever 
from the country. To accomplish the 
mighty undertaking, money was neces- 
sary. He accordii^ly called on his 
countrymen to contribute, the rich 
out of their abundance, the poor even 
out of their poverty, to the further- 
ance of the cause. To do this, while 
it was yet time, he solemnly warned 
them "before God, the fatherland, 
and the world." After the title of 
this paper were cited the 28th, 29th, 
and 30th verses of the tenth chapter 
of Proverbs, The favourite motto of 
the Prince, "pro lege, rege, grege" was 
also affixed to the documentw' 

full in the Byvoegsel van Authentik. Stuk., 
tot P. Bor, Hiat., 121-123. 
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The#e uppeab hnd, however^ but little 
^^|brtb Of thfee hundred thoueaud 
^^^^Bla, promiJied im beholf of leading 
H^^Bb and luerchauia of tbe Nether- 
^ fads bj Marcus Pem^, but ten or 
twelve thouaand come to hand** The 
appeals ki tlie i^^ntLemen who hadsw^ed 
the ConipromiHe, ELod to manj Dtnere 
who hadj in times past, b&en ^Tour- 
Able to the liberal party were power- 
less. A jKJor Anabaptist preacher 
collected a ^mall. Bum from a FQfugee 
oiyQgregation oq the outEkirtfi of Hal- 
iMLd, aud brought It, at the peril of his 
life, into the Prince's camp. It came 
from people, he aaid, wboee will was 
hettor than the gift. They ncT er wished 
to be ro{>aid, he said, except by kind- 
ne^, when the c-ause of rsform should 
be triumphant in the Netherlands. The 
Prince signed a receipt for the money, 
erpresaing himself touched bj thijs 
fijfmpathy from these poor outcofits.* 
£i tne course of time, other contribu- 
tiona fifom similar sotirces, prinoipally 
collected by disaenting preaoh^^re, starr- 
ing 2nd peraeouied church cofnmuni- 
tiea, were receiTei^ The porer^- 
Htrickeii exiles oootributed far raore, in 
propfMion, for the tistablisbment of 
civU and religisius liberty, thfin the 
wealthy merchiuitB, or the haughty 
nobles,'* 

Late in September^ the Prince mus- 
tered hm array in the province of 
TT&vea, near the monastery of liomera- 
dorf." His force amounted to nearly 
thirty thousaud men, of whom nuje 
L thousand were cavalry,^ Lumey, Count 
^ft de la JVhirck, now joined him at the 
^f liead of a picked band of troopers ; a 
I bold, ferocious partiaan, descended from 
the celebrated Wild Boar of Ardennes* 
Like Civilifl, the ancient Batavianhero, 
he had sworn to leave hair and beard un- 
fihom till the liberation of the country 
L was achieved^ er at least till the death 
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of Egmont, whos€! blood relation h« 
waa^ had been avenged.^ It is probable 
that the fierce conduct of thifi chief* 
taiiij and particularly the cruelties ex* 
eroiaed upon monki! and papista* by 
his troo|i«, dishonoured the cause more 
than their valour could advance it. But 
in thoBG Btonny times stich riide but 
incisive inatrumeDts were scarcely to 
be neglected, and the name of Lumey 
was to be for ever associated with the 
earliest and most important triumphs 
of the liberal cause. 

It was fated, however, that but few 
laurels should be won by the patriots 
in this cann^iign. The Prince crossed 
the Rhine at li^iut Feit, a vijlage be- 
longmg to himself** He descended 
along the banks as far as the neigh- 
bourhood of Cologne. Then, after 
hovering in apparent uneertaJnty about 
the territories of Juliers and Limburg* 
he suddenly J on a bright moonlight 
nightf crossed the Mouse with liifi 
whole army, in the neighbourhood of 
Stoehem.*° The operation was bril- 
liantly effect^dn A compact body of 
cavalry, according to the plan whioli 
had been more than once adopted by 
J\ihuj Oeear, was placed in the mJdfffc 
of the current, under which shelter 
the whole army successfully forded the 
river,^^ The Mense was more shallow 
than usiwd, but the water was as high 
as the soldiers' necks. This feat was 
accomplished on the night and morn- 
ing of the 4th and 5th of October. It 
wua considered so bold on achievement 
that its fame spread far and wide. The 
Spaniards began to tremble at tlie 
prowess of a Pr nice whom they had 
affected to despise, Tlie very fact of 
the passage was flatly contradicted. An 
unfortmiate bnrgher at Amsterdam was 
scourged at the whipping-post, because 
be mentioned it as matter of common re- 
port^* TheDuke of Alva refused to cre- 

■ Bdr, It. 3*^. Hoold, v. 1S3. 

* BffV, iv, S5«. Wugeuaor, Vadert Hist, 
Ti M6. HoUiiwit Si* 

J* " UalAlUm dfl 1' Expedition du Prbce 
d'OrangB ea IMS/' by tbe Seerotjiry ot Sttile^ 
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Alvoi diirlnjar the cftmjMii^fu; in Gni?hiii\l, 
Corrc3pf3ii'iancs du QuiUaume le TiMj'a» liL 
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i 1 H 1 1 li » 1 .il iMV I Mil 1 i t W.U1 j»'* ri'y ; ♦-! ';vi V/h .' v.- 
•• lo lliniiiiny 111 Ui«: ]';:;-'>: 'jf O.-i:.?* 

II. ..;ui ll> iivi-.i liviTie Wx.*-. \iji !A*r;.V:' ' ■ 
N»-.\ii»(lli:U-oil \l -A Hit Xt .*:. T.'-f: ^" -V 

lii»\tiil, luilr.'l Vtitu'Ai ti*yyA '^i:"Jz rr^or* 
(111 I hi- liiti'l'Tfi! *A i/f4'/Si»f.*,; wi'.ii fcL. 
ill itiy lit ilji3« nAittd-A *rv,jAt ^t Kin 'o^^.ii:, 
11 Id iiiiiiiKiiB l/'/H: \KiM'i',\i*', :i*t!/:niA:'.:.A. 
" I'm h«-j/*-j i'^:;<*i; 'it*://z/' V.W! *:;;-:-U- 
zuiiiti ii|i'fi« ft'/f/,<i. A j/'Til'A.'j ^jArlti^e 
iiut liiciusL ti/ li'/./;\';h h'rf yo jfjy 'A'.xii 
1 1.. I lit*: Jfl'/'y'l V.Jus th<; JAlh*:».>;«:.'/.'/>rrri 

lit ijt|j«TiJi.* I* %4* li>. ^t^Ainit'ituaf.i'jit 
Ut f«i|i;«j 'yf <:<.l.';': U.<; b«jk«; of Aiv* 
iiiLi* a ;««;i.<:/;il «;ri^;/':ifj'rtit. He t.7»« 

iti»ii'ilUi t«/ V,i|/«: oil th«; di/t^nc/i'; 'J 

,JuiiiiiiJii;r':ri, 0/'i]'l h«: j/lAijt LLi v;c- 
tiwiuuij fcUji'lA."! tljiw in the very heairt 
ijf tht ij'/fifi'.ry, he felt tha', nL'/i«ciri'lji 
wouhl laily ai'^ iiid ;t. The c^'Jiitry 
Vfitiild rijte ali:.^i<t V^ si Wian, c^uld he 
achieve a vk't'-rry over the tyrant, 
tjiushe'l an he wa/4 with vk-Vjry, atd 
js:i*^:/l *ith lil'x^L 

With )inuw:fii flylTjjf, drurnH beating^, 
triiiii(H:ti); Mil Hiding, with ull the [Kjuip 
aiid defUin^e which an alrea^Iy vicUj- 
ri'/iin ^<:riefril could aHrfurne, Orange 
ifiAr(:h<:<l into linihant, and took up a 
jf/zeition within mx thouwiu^l paceK of 
Alv;t'« mic.'triij/rnent. 11 Ih plan wa« at 
every li<-i/.iiid Uf <L'ir« or U) decoy liiii 
•'id vifi tiiti y int<f the chunccH of a Htricken 
lielfj. The Uovenior whm mitrcuched 
at a placn cidle^l K eJMsrrtliiger, which 
•liiliun i'uiKAi hiul oticu occutiiiKl. Tho 
riiy lit Miuniricht nviui in hiH iinnie- 
dial.e iit-.ixiil'<<uihoi)d, wliich wiM thus 
i-.iini|flclely umlei hin prottiction, while 
it, Imiiifihed hlin with HtlpjiliuH.^ The 
I'liuce bi-.nt Lii the |)ukea herald, who 
wad til iiMipiihu that all pri/4onerH who 
ijii^i'it lie taken in the cumiuf^ coiu- 
liaj)^n nhidihl he exclmn^ed iuHtuwl of 
Imin^ eXffiH.ed.* The luiiald, Inxitud 
an«l h|iun'ed, even UH hu htul diH- 
nuniiiteil tntiii hin hiM'He, whh inHtantly 
hanmicl.'' 'rhJH wa» tluj Hignilicunt an- 
bWer t«> the iiiirirtion of iiiercy. Alva 

» IIiM.l.l, V. IK.'.. Htl•I«l^^ iiv. vii. a»U. 

•■* ll«.r. IV. '^1,1,. iiiKitil. V. 1K4. 

'•* Hit, iv. '-'65. Mctut-on, Mi. llo<ir<i, iv. 
iVi. 

* " Aiiiii Uu^:d un tixiiii|Hitti co iiini nu-ta. 
^iD algiiuoii iluord qiiu uih ilul lViiioi)K) 
4.VMUUtf«i| fOi quo peoK UUtt w> umtatfauu 



Imtrh JS'-fc^'-r/lr. 



yi5{;^. 



iz. "JL* =:**ac:n:=j*, li* l»iJLt L»d cars- 

^^i-wr tajctra, LLe ?«.-/]:-■:>: 2 irjts -rArier- 
?»"'/:e. He rt:<v.«&:»»ii i* iiLi-oract 

pre-e!it, a&d tLa: in ■■LicL he Lad 
fo'ind hicrjseii c-^iriiyr iLe part sriniiLtr 
Ia FneMia&d. Tliere « cauI« had Leen 
rjeceijwa.ry, n^iw it "sras tore ex]>=dieat 
t/j overcame LU enei:;T 'f.v delav. In 
KriewUnd, the rerjcLi! L^d j^isi achieved 
a victory over the choice tr:«&j» c-f 
.S[iain. Here they were jnifftrring frt^ 
the Htigma of a cni/<hiDg def e^kt. Then, 
the army of Louis Xa&uiu wajs swelling 
daily by recruits, who poured in fnim 
all the country round. Ni>w, neither 
peasant nor noble dared lift a finger 
for the Prince. The army of Louis 
had Ijecn sustained by the one which 
his brother was known to be prepar- 
ing. If their movements had not been 
checked, a junction would have been 
effected. The armed revolt would 
then have asBumed so formidable an 
usfject, that rebellion would seem, even 
for the timid, a safer choice than 
hiyalty. The army of the Prince, on 
the contrary, was now the last hope of 
the i^atriots. The three by which it 
had been preceded had been succes- 
sively and signally vanquished.* 

Frieshmd, again, was on the out- 
skirts of the country. A defeat sus- 
tained by the government there did 
not ueceHsarily imperil the possession 
of the provinces. Brabant, on the con- 
traiy, was the heart of the Nether- 
huuls. Should the Prince achieve a 
decitjive triumph then and there, he 
would be master of the nation's fate. 
The Viceroy knew himself to be odious, 

loM priHioiien^s quo se tomnsscn en esta 
gviorra," etc.— llcrrera. lib. xv. c, xi. 701. 

» Mcndoajv 78. Mcteren, 56. 

• Koltttiou du ISecr^taire CourtcviUe. 
Ouilluumo le Tacit., iii. 323-32lV V. d. 
VyiK-kt, ii. 113, 114. Bor, iv. L»i(J, i&7. 
UooiU, v. IStf. 
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and he reigned by terror. The Prince 
was the object of the people's idolatry, 
and they would rally round him if 
they dared. A victory gained by the 
liberator over the tyrant, would de- 
stroy the terrible talisman of invinci- 
bility by which Alva governed. The 
Duke had sufficiently demonstrated his 
audacity in the tremendous chastise- 
ment which he had inflicted upon the 
rebels under Louis. He could now 
afford to play that scientific game of 
which he was so profound a master, 
without risking any loss of respect or 
authority. He was no enthusiast. 
Although he doubtless felt sufficiently 
confident of overcoming thtf Prince in 
a pitched battle, he had not sufficient 
relish for the joys of contest to be 
willing to risk even a remote possi- 
bility of defeat. His force, although 
composed of veterans and of the best 
musketeers and pikemen in Europe, 
was still somewhat inferior in numbers 
to that of his adversary. Against the 
twenl^ thousand foot and eight thou- 
sand horse of Orange, he could oppose 
only fifteen or sixteen thousand foot 
and fifty-five hundred riders.^ More- 
over, the advantage which he had pos- 
sessed in Friesland, a coimtry only 
favourable to infantry, in which he 
had been stronger than his opponent, 
was now transferred to his new enemy. 
On the plains of Brabant, the Prince's 
superiority in cavalry was sure to tell. 
The seasotfi of the year, too, was an 
important element in the calculation. 
The winter alone would soon disperse 
the bands of German mercenaries, 
whose expenses Orange was not able 
to support, even while in active ser- 
vice. With unpaid wages and disap- 
pointed hopes of plimder, the rebel 
army would disappear in a few weeks 
as totally as if defeated in the open 
field. In brief. Orange by a victory 
would gain new life and strength, 
while his defeat could no more than 
anticipate, by a few weeks, the destruc- 
tion of his army, already inevitable. 

1 Strada, Ub. vii. 338. Mendoza, f. ff. 
V. d. Vynckty ii. 113.— Compare Hoofd, v. 
186. Meteren, 56. Beutivoglio, lib. v. 77, 78. 

a Bor, iv. 256. Hoofd. V. d, Vynckt. 
Courteville. Meteren, ubi sup. 

8 V. d. Vynckt, ii. 114. Strada, lib. vu. 846. 



Alva, on the contrary, might lose the 
mastery of the Netherlands if unfortu- 
nate, and would gain no solid advan- 
tage if triumphant. The Prince had 
everything to hope, the Duke every- 
thing to fear, from the result of a 
general action.^ 

The plan, thus deliberately resolved 
upon, was accomplished with faultless 
accuracy. As a work of art, the pre- 
sent campaign of Alva against Orange 
was a more consummate masterpiece 
than the more brilliant and dashing 
expedition into Friesland. The Duke 
had resolved to hang upon his adver- 
sary's skirts, to follow him move by 
move, to check him at every turn, to 
harass him in a hundred ways, to f oil 
all his enterprises, to parry all his 
strokes, and finally to drive him out 
of the country, after a totally barren 
campaign, when, as he felt certain, his 
ill-paid hirelings would vanish in all 
directions, and leave their patriot 
Prince a helpless and penniless ad- 
venturer. The scheme thus saga- 
ciously conceived, his adversary, with 
all his efforts, was unable to circum- 
vent. 

The campaign lasted little more 
than a month. Twenty-nine times 
the Prince changed his encampment,^ 
and at every remove the Diike was 
still behind him, as close and seem- 
ingly as impalpable as his shadow. 
Thrice they were within cannon-shot 
of each other, twice without a single 
trench or rampart between them.* 
The country people refused the Prince 
supplies, for they trembled at the ven- 
geance of the Gk)vemor. Alva had 
caused the irons to be removed from 
all the mills, so that not a bushel of 
com could be ^ground in the whole 
province.* The country thus afford- 
ed but little forage for the thirty 
thousand soldiers of the Prince. The 
troops, already discontented, were 
clamorous for pay and plunder. Du- 
ring one mutinous demonstration, the 
Prince's sword was shot from his 



* Hoofd, V. 187- Letter of Duke of Alva 
to the Council of S ate from Cateau Cam- 
bresis, 22d November 1568, in Bor, iv. 
257. Correspondance de Philippe II., iL 
808. < 

6 Bor, iv. 250. Hoofd, v. 186. 
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Bide, and it was with difficulty that 
a general outbreak was Buppreased.^ 
The soldiery were maddened and 
tantaHsed by the tactics of Alva. 
They found themselves constantly in 
the presence of an enemy, who seemed 
to court a battle at one moment and 
to vanish like a phantom at the next. 
They felt the winter approaching, and 
became daily more dissatisfied with 
the irritating hardships to which they 
were exposed. Upon the night ,of 
the 5th and 6th of October the Prince 
had crossed the Mouse at Stochem.* 
Thence he had proceeded to Tongres, 
followed closely by the enemy's force, 
who encamped in the immediate 
neighbourhood. From Tongres he had 
moved to Saint Trond, still pursued 
and still baffled in the same cautious 
manner. The skirmishing at the out- 
posts was incessant, but the main 
body was withdrawn as soon as there 
seemed a chance of its becoming in- 
volved. 

From Saint Trond, in the neigh- 
bourhood of which he had remained 
several days, he advanced in a 
southerly direction towards Jodoigne. 
Coimt de Genlis, with a reinforce- 
ment of French Huguenots, for which 
the Prince had been waiting, had 
penetrated through the Ardennes, 
crossed the Meuse at Charlemont, 
and was now intending a junction 
with him at Waveron* The river 
Geta flowed between them. The 
Prince stationed a considerable force 
upon a hill near the stream to pro- 
tect the passage, and then proceeded 
leisurely to send his army across the 
river. Count Hoogstraaten, with the 
rear-guard, consisting of about three 
thousand men, were alone left upon 
the hither bank, in order to provoke 
or to tempt the enemy, who, as usual, 
was encamped very near. Alva re- 
fused to attack the main army, but 
rapidly detached his son, Don Frederic, 
with a force of four thousand foot 
and three thousand horse, to cut off 
the rear-guard. The movement was 
efifected in a masterly manner, the hill 

1 Strada, Ub. vii 8^. 
s Hoofd, 7. 186. (Surteville, 828.— Com- 
pare Mendo'a f ^9, Wagenaer, vi. 288. 
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was taken, the tiiree thousand troops 
which had not passed the river were 
cut to pieces, and Yitelli hastily 
despatched a gentleman named Bar* 
berini to implore the Duke to ad- 
vance with the main body, cross the 
river, and, once for ail, exterminate 
the rebels in a general combat. Alva, 
inflamed, not with ardour for an im- 
pending trixmiph, but with rage, that 
his sagely-conceived plans coijdd not 
be comprehended even by his son and 
by his favourite officers, answered the 
eager messenger with peremptory vio- 
lence. " Go back to ViteUi,*' he cried. 
" Is he, or am I, to conunand in this 
campaign ? Tell him not to suffer a 
single man to ci^bs the river. Warn 
him against sending any more envoys 
to advise a battle; for should you or 
any other man dare to bring me 
another such message, I sware to you, 
by the head of the King, that you go 
not hence alive."* 

With this decisive answer the mes- 
senger had nothing for it but to gallop 
back with all haste, in order to partici- 
pate in what might be left of the but- 
chery of Count Hoogstraaten*8 force, 
and to prevent Vitefli and Don Fre- 
deric in their ill-timed ardour, from 
crossing the river. This was properly 
effected, while in the meantime the 
whole rear-^uard of the patriots had 
been slaughtered.* A hundred or two, 
the last who remained, had made their 
escape from the field, and (lad taken 
refuge in a house in the neighbourhood. 
The Spaniards set the buildings on fire, 
and standing aroimd with lifted lances, 
offered the fugitives the choice of be- 
ing consumed in the flames or of spring- 
ing out upon their spears. Thus en- 
trapped, some chose the one course, 
some the other. A few, to escape the 
fury of the fire and the brutaUty of the 
Spaniards, stabbed themselves with 
their own swords. Others embraced, 
and then killed each other, the enemies 
from Mow looking on, as at a theatri- 
cal exhibition; now hissing and now 
applauding, as the death struggles were 
more or less to their taste. ^ In a few 



8 Relation de Courteville, 827-329. Met©- 
ren, 66. Hendoza, 87. 88. 
* Strada, Ub. vii. 844. « Ibid., 845. 
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minutes all the fugitives were dead. 
Nearly three thousand of the patriots 
were slaSba in this combat, including 
those biumed or butchered after the 
battle was over.^ The Sieur de Lou- 
verwal was taken prisoner and soon 
afterwards beheaded in Brussels; but 
the greatest misfortune sustained by 
the liberal party upon this occasion was 
the death of Antony de Lalaing, Coimt 
of Hoogstraaten. This brave and gene- 
rous nobleman, the tried friend of the 
Prince of Orange, and his colleague 
during the memorable scenes at Ant- 
werp, was wounded in the foot during 
the action, by an accidental discharge 
of his own pistol. The injury, although 
apparently slight, caused his death in 
a few days.' There seemed a strange 
coincidence in his good and evil for- 
tunes. A casual wound in the hand 
from his own pistol while he was on 
his way to Brussels, to greet Alva upon 
his first arrival, had saved him from the 
scaffold. And now in his first pitched 
battle with the Duke, this seemingly 
trifling injury in the foot was destined 
to tenninate his existence. Another 
peculiar circumstance had marked the 
event. At a gay supper in the course 
of this campaign, Hoogstraaten had 
teased Count Louis, in a rough, sol- 
dierly way, with his disaster at Jem- 
mingen. He had affected to believe 
that the retreat upon that occasion had 
been xmnecessary. " We. have been 
now many days in the Netherlands,'* 
said he, " and we have seen nothing of 
the Spaniards but their backs." " And 
when the Duke does break loose," re- 
plied Louis, somewhat nettled, " I 
warrant you will see their faces soon 
enough, and remember them for the 
rest of your life."^ The half-jesting 
remark was thus destined to become 
a gloomy prophecy. 

This was the only important action 
during the campaign. Its perfect suc- 
cess <£d not warp Alva's purpose, and, 
notwithstanding the murmurs of many 
of his officers, he remained firm in his 
resolution. After the termination of 
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the battle on the Geta, and the Dulse's 
obstinate refusal to pursue his advan- 
tage, the Baron de Chevreau dashed his 
pistol to the ground, in his presence, 
exclaiming that the Duke would never 
fight.* Tbe Governor smiled at the 
young man's chagrin, seemed even to 
approve his enthusiasm, but reminded 
him that it was the business of an offi- 
cer to fight, of a general to conquer. 
If the victory were bloodless, so much 
the better for alL* 

This action was fought on the 20th 
of October. A few days afterwards, 
the Prince made his jimction with 
Genlis at Waveren, a place about three 
leagues from Louvain and from Brus- 
sels.' This auxiliary force was, how- 
ever, insignificant. There were only 
five hundred cavalry and three thou- 
sand foot, but so many women and 
children, that it seemed rather an emi- 
grating colony than an invading army.^ 
They arrived late. If they had come 
earlier, it would have been of little 
consequence, for it had been written 
that no laurels were to be gathered in 
that campaign. The fraternal spirit 
which existed between the Reformers 
in all countries was all which could be 
manifested upon the occasion. The 
Prince was frustrated in his hopes of a 
general battle, still more bitterly dis- 
appointed by the supineness of the 
country. Not a voice was raised to 
welcome the deliverer. Not a single 
city opened its gates. All was crouch- 
ing, sUent, abject. The rising, which 
perhaps would have been universal had 
a brilUant victory been obtained, was, 
by the masterly tactics of Alva, ren- 
dered an almost inconceivable idea. 
The mutinous demonstrations in the 
Prince's camp became incessant; the 
soldiers were discontented and weary. 
What the Duke had foretold, was com- 
ing to pass, for the Prince's army was 
already dissolving. 

Gexilis and the other French officers 
were desirous that the Prince should 
abandon the Netherlands for the pre- 
sent, and come to the rescue of the Hu- 



1 Mendoza, 88-92. Bor, iv. 256, 257. 
lation de Courteville, etc, 829-331. 
* Hoofd, V. 187. Hendoza, 88-^2. 
« Ibid., 92. 
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* Hoofd, V. 187. Mendoza, 90. 

» Ibid. 

« Relation de Cuurteville, etc., 882, 838. 

r Ibid., 881. 
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jM».»t>Ah« yt})M IJwiii^Jan renewed the re- 
}K»<n«*» ^M- uiiUwe Cond^ and Coligny.^ 
i%i uluwM»»« sjyWJera, however, woiild 
!}^4L^i. W ijw axMti proposal They had 
MulihUid W %ht the Duke of Alva in 
i^M \gtiWIayiKU, and would not hear 
Kit uti^ui^ wftr against Charles IX. in 
KiHMc^.* The Prince was obliged to 
(ji>ujii>tfi'4U£krch towards the Rhine. He 
i<^ro«Mii)d the Geta, somewhat to Alva's 
{H^uub«hment,^ and proceeded in the 
(]uL-vction of the Meuse. The autumn 
r^b}»f however, had much swollen that 
riv^r since his passage at the beginning 
Qi the month, so that it could no longer 
be forded. He approached the city of 
idege, and summoned their Bishop, as 
be had done on his entrance into the 
country, to grant a free passage to his 
troops. The Bishop, who stood in awe^ 
of Alva, and who had accepted his pro- 
tection, again refused.* The Prince had 
no time to parley. He was again obliged 
to countermarch, and took his way 
along the high road to France, still 
watched and closely pursued by Alva, 
between whose troops and his own 
daily skirmishes took place. At Le 
Quesnoy the Prince gained a trifling 
advantage over the Spaniards ; at Ga- 
teau Cambresis he also obtained a 
slight and easy victory; but by the 
17th of November the Duke of Alva 
had entered Cateau Cambresis, and the 
Prince had crossed the frontier of 
France.^ 

The Mar^chal de Cosse, who was sta- 
tioned on the boundary of France and 
Flanders, now harassed the Prince by 
very similar tactics to those o£ Alva.** 
He was, however, too weak to inflict 
any serious damage, although strong 
enough to create pei-petual annoyance. 
He also sent a secretary to the Prince, 
with a formal prohibition, in the name 
of Charles IX., against his entering 
the French territory with his troops.^ 

Besides these negotiations, conducted 
by Secretary Favelles on the part of 

1 Bor, iv. 256, 257. Archives et Corre- 
Bpondauco, iii. 303-310. 

* Bor, ubi sup. Archives et Correspon- 
dance, ubi sup. 

* Gachard, Correspondance de Guillaume 
lo Tacit., iii. 19-34, and 838-366. 

> Courteville, Relation, etc., 883, ot seq. 
Bor, iv. 256 267. Mendoza» 92-98. 
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Mar^chal de Cossd, the King, who was 
excessively alarmed, also despatched 
the Marshal Gaspar de Schomberg on 
the same service. That envoy accord- 
ingly addressed to the Prince a formal 
remonstrance in the name of his sove- 
reign. Charles IX., it was represented, 
found it very strange that ^e Prince 
should thus enter the French territory. 
The King was not aware that he had 
ever given him the least cause for hos- 
tile proceedings, could not therefore 
take it in good part that the Prince 
should thus enter France with a '' large 
and puissant army ; ** because no poten- 
tate, however himible, could tolerate 
such a proceeding, much less a great 
and powerful monarch. Orange was 
therefore summoned to declare his in- 
tentions, but was at the same time in- 
formed, that if he merely desired "to 
pass amiably through the country," 
and would give assurance, and request 
permission to that effect, under his 
hand and seal, his Majesty would take 
all necessary measures to secure that 
amiable passage.^ 

The Prince replied by a reference to 
the statements which he had ahready 
made to Mar^chal de Coss^. He 
averred that he had not entered France 
with evil intent, but rather with a de- 
sire to render very humble service to 
his Majesty, so far as he could do so 
with a clear conscience. 

Touching the King's inability to re- 
member having given any occasion to 
hostile proceedings on the part of the 
Prince, he replied that he would pass 
that matter by. Although he could 
adduce many, various, and strong rea- 
sons for violent measures, he was not 
so devoid of imderstanding as not to 
recognise the futility of attempting 
anytiung, by his own personal means, 
against so great and powerful a King, 
in comparison with whom he was " but 
a petty companion." 

" Since the true religion," continued 



* Courteville, Relation, etc., 833. 

6 Bor, iv. 267. Hoofd, v. 188«. De Thou, 
V. 46r-472. 

' Groen v. Prinst., Archives, etc., iii. 818, 
314. 

8 Pifeces conceruant les Troubles des F&ja 
Bas. Coll. Gerard., vi, 96. Archives of 
the Hague, MS., 8C0, 361. 
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Orange, " ia a pul^c and general affair, 
which ought to be preferred to all pri- 
vate matters; since the Prince, as a 
true Christian, is held by his honour 
and oonacienee to procure, with all his 
strength, its advancement and esta- 



Uiabment in every place whatever; * Christian work, and that his intentions 



since, on the other hand, according to 
the edict published in September last 
by his Kajesty, attempts have been 
made to force in their consciences all 
^ose who are of the Christian religion : 
and since it has been determined to 
exterminate the pure word of God^ 
and the entire ei^ercise thereof, and to 
permit no other religion than the Ro- 
man Catholic, a thing very prejudicial 
to the neighbouring nations where 
there is a free eii^ercise of the Christian 
religion, therefore the Prince would 
put no faith in the assertions of his 
Majesty, that it was not his Majesty's 
intentions to force the consciences of 
any one." • 

Having, given this very deliberate 
and succinct contradiction to the state- 
naents of the French Hong, the l^ince 
proceeded to express his sympathy for 
the oppressed Christians everywhere. 
He piotested that he would give them 
all the aid, com|ort, counsel, and as- 
sistance that he was able to give them. 
He asserted his conviction that the 
men who professed '^the religion" de- 
manded nothing else i^n the glory of 
God and the advancement of His word, 
while in all matters of civil polity they 
were ready to render obedience to his 
Majesty. He added that all his do- 
ings were governed by a Christian and 
affectionate regard for the King and 
his subjects, whom his Majesty must 
be desirous of preserving from extreme 
ruin. He averred, moreover, that if 
he should perceive any indication that 
those of the religion were pursuing amy 
other object thwi liberty of conscience 
and security for life and property, he 

1 This very eloquently-written letter was 
dated Cissonna, December Sd, 1568. It has 
never been published. It is in the Collec- 
tion of MSS. last cited (Pi^s oonceroant, 
etc.), Hague Archives. 

» Meteren, 66. 

s De Thou, Hoofd. 

* Bor, iv. 257. Hoofd, v. 188. 

» Hoofd, V. 188. 
VOL. I. 



would not only withdraw his assistance 
from them, but would use the whole 
strength of his army to exterminate 
them. In conclusion, he begged the 
King to believe that the work which 
the Prince had undertaken was a 



were good and friendly towards his 
Majesty.^ 

Jt was, however, in vain that the 
Prmce endeavoured to induce his army 
to try the fortunes of the civil war in 
France. They had enlisted for the 
Netherlands, the oampaign was over, 
^nd they insisted upon being led back 
to. Germany.* Schomberg, secretly in- 
structed by the !l^ing of 'France, was 
active in fomenting t}^e discontent,^ 
and the Prince w&s forced to yield. 
He led hin army through Champagne 
and Lorraine to Stfasburg, where they 
were disbanded.^ AU the money which 
the Prince had been abl^ to collect was 
paid them. He paiyned all his camp 
equipage, his plate, his furniture.'^ 
What he Qould pot p^ in money he 
made up in promises, sacredly to be 
fulfilled when l^e should be restored to 
his possessions. He even solemnly en- 
gaged, should he return from France 
alive, apd be still unable to pay their 
arrears of wages, to surrender his 
per^n to t^em 9^ s^ hostage for his 
debt* 

Thus triumphantly for Alva, thus 
miserably for Orange, ended the cam- 
paign. Thus hopelessly vanished the 
army to which so mfiny proud hopes had 
attached themselves. Eight thousand 
men had been slain in paltry encoun- 
ters,^ thirty thousand were dispersed, 
not easily to be again collected. All 
the funds which the Prince could 
command had been wasted without 
producing a result. For the present, 
nothing seemed to afford a ground of 
hope for the Netherlands, but the war 
of freedom had been renewed in 

* Archives, etc., de la liaison d'Orange, 
iii. 884^338, 355-360. 

T Letter of Alva from Cateau Cambresis, 
in Bor, iv. 257. Mendoza (98, 99) says 5000. 
Herrera (part i. lib. xv. cap. xii p, 705) says 
6000. All writers agree that the Duke sus- 
tained absolutely no loss throughout the 
campaign. Compare Herrera, lib. xiv. cap. 
xi and xii. p, 700-706; and Cabrera, Ub. 
viii cap. viii. and ix. 505-^18. 
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tttMJ (T tw«iv^ fjnuanc juvanux. lussf- 

ttMi^ntUsjjzty ViUma. ZjinuL.iatt'Barr^ 

itif tfi«ii(ii4» a: tut uiuvefTafic^ t* <jufr 
tiM cuivajiiiUf OMTjatam \r. u» not — asr: 
it/'^t wi'M' It ^i*t iiiliuv-nip mrrmg -u 

lauft ui*^ if\i» If -tiiUUCiiK ir(rn. ^itf 

^.•""^f V/ **tf«^ Ui* frjti'jt rjjA Eii'.ffsfc. 

i/y O0*i4f/! Ui fyr^yrure «a ecubwiKj on 
K^jt owft i/bl,Mi{ from tha Eutpenr to 
h*U.i*\t « ututkif/n wbkb wu cure to 
Mtf\ in tutfikti, ¥ifUi\ti it would cost tbe 
Vnii/'Ji aW *ii*'AtK,fuA, ou\y in OermAoj 
l/<jlt i\iH SaiUarUoidM* He felt «ure, 
hfi kn'ui, of tUa retfiilu of tbe impend' 
iri^ i'.H,m]tfi\^ti. Tbe Duke of Alva wa« 
ft utMt ii)M;ri i^b/^fie a^linini«trative pru- 
lUiUt'At Mu\ r/iiUtarir dkill bin Bovereign 
titm\i\ m%\i\\ii\i\y rely, nor was there a 
\imtuiu irt Ui«} rariku of tbe rebels cap- 
mI/Im of comliir.'tiiig an enterprifle of 
hii'ili nioro<ffit.^ Leant of all had the 
Vv'\\u:tt ttf (JmuKu Hufficient brains for 
odiryiiig on hucIi weighty affairs, ac- 
tunmuti ^' ^^^^ o))iriirm which he had 
fiiiiutiil ttf hirii during their long inter- 
iuntiim ill former days.* 

W liitii Uio uttinpftign had been decided, 
and tliH I'riuco hud again become an 
»!«ilu, UrHiivullo (ibseiTed that it was 
iM.w j.rovwd how incom])ete nt he and 

I lluuf.i, V. IHH. l.ttuguetl, Ep. Secret, L 
?...// U'"*'*'" v- l*rfw*t.. Arthives oto., ill 
lJii.J. Mutorcn, 67. 

J (;«Trw»iiimdttU«o de Phllliipo II., U, 795. 

* l^J- * iwi, II 792, 
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nihsTT" *EiL witL -tbr Imice of Ahv&.*^ 
T~ia. a. £ui£. sneer xr moxTwiB iriiicL 

iM: Tvnrerr «ehiiL. ut said IbR tiie 
3Tmn» xuu. iin: -BiifceL "tiif- xrroiierTisd 
ii Tifcnvcr ii» Tir»nierpr, and iiiiK he 
w>mAi. iimr i» mucL i iu'imii [■■ill to 
KcusTT* nif- eredixank* !Qit» mnBtthfae 
f^'tr xuL lit numdiwcL wkr- wmiM % 
iiuriier inaL 'sttm' fiuciix: mddisg. tiud 
itfniflsrnrsi. liif: Prninp would iwve 
flUtincL It- uj n. Tiitmr core- of 



juf TTtt.. r iOif- am src i 
iiuniiuir gnt. Bnaracier.* 

mr ceasiacLiSiaL T- fim ry^f mTi Cue- 
ireHtf li urtg: iu:cnixni of lite -vicxarinoi 
"itraumusaiiL ai libf" cacnmBicix. TficnniBd 
2L uTiuiizid. tt ZlnuBiu&. ** 3^*- iuid oih*' 
rjiTr."* T Mirjirr TincicBSAC ^i* . ciium i© 
i»e coxtfiideirflC isif- iznc wmau ar of lb 
igw». Sh" '^T* iiiexxsanBEntfr lif ^wi « htww 
ziiiirJT fczid TKiiiTT doBSrryed Twn of 
liri: urniw wsn aipciiBi imn; lie lad 
«"'":''♦■".-««*«(£ ir pamcc libf i^Lird, W a 
"tg-'r-.arTl'T flDO&esKhiii bsstiie. izi "wiudi 
trf: Liid jccc iVTca SKSL szid Ids ew- 
aJ«e fieTenibu<Qjuz>d: jcid Ike kadiKw, 
\jj cjCierisciQQastt sxn&egx, fooM lite 
ff^iiylk and last cader tite adaBasd 
champkm ctf the Xecheriauls. and this 
ao decLrST^ T that, vitiioot kMong a sun, 
be bad destroyed eight tbooaand ivb^ 
and acattered to the four winds the 
remaining twenty thousand. Such 
; signal results might well make eren a 
I meeker nature proud. Such vast and 
! fortunate efforts to fix for ever an im- 
pregnable military tyranny upon a 
constitutional country, might cauas a 
more modest despot to exuH. It was 
not wonderful that the haughty, and 
now apparently omnipotent Alfa» 
should almost assume the god. On 
his return to Brussels he instituted a 
succession of triumphant festivals.^ 
The people were called upon to rejoice 
and to be exceeding glad, to strew 
flowers in his path, to sing Hosapnas in 
his praise who came to them covered 
with the blood of those who had striven 

» Ibid. « Ibid., ii. 812. 

» Ibid. 8 Ibid. 

• Bor, iv. 257. Correspoudance de Phi- 

>pe II., ii. 808. 

w Bor, iv. 267. 
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in their defence. The holiday was 
duly culled forth ; houses, where 
funeral hatchments for murdered in- 
mates had been perpetually suspended, 
were decked with garlands ; the bells, 
which had hardly once omitted their 
daily knell for ^e victims of an in- 
credible cruelty, now rang their mer- 
riest peals; and in the very square 
where so lately Egmont and Horn, 
besides many other less distinguished 
martyrs, had suffered an ignominious 
death, a gay tournament^ was held, 
day after day, with all the insolent 
pomp which could make the exhibition 
most galling. 

But even these demonstrations of 
hilarity were not sufficient. The con- 
queror and tamer of the Netherlands 
felt that a more personal and palpable 
deification was necessary for his pride. 
When G^rmanicus had achieved his 
last triumph over the<ancient freedom 
of those^generous races whose descen- 
dants, but lately in possession of a 
better organised liberty, Alva had been 
sent by the second and the worse 
Tiberius to insult and to crush, the 
valiant but modest Roman erected his 
trophy upon the plains of Idistavisus. 
" The army of Tiberius Caesar having 
subdued the nations between the 
Rhine and the Elbe, dedicate this 
monument to Mars, to Jupiter, and to 
Augustus."* So ran the inscription 
of Glermanicus, without a word of 
allusion to his own name. The Duke 
of Alva, on his return from the battle- 
fields of Brabant and Friesland, reared 
a colossal statue of himself, and upon 
its pedestal caused these lines to be 
engraved : " To Ferdinand Alvarez de 
Toledo, Duke of Alva, Governor of the 
Netherlands under Philip the Second, 
for having extinguished sedition, ehas- 
tised rebellion, restored religion, se- 
cured justice, established peace; to 
the King's most faithful minister this 
monument is erected." ^ 

So pompous a eulogy, even if truth- 
ful and merited, would be sufficiently 



1 Bor, iv. 257. 

2 Tacit. Ann, lib. iv. 

» Bor, iv. 257, 268. Meteren, 61. De 
Thou, v. 471-473, who saw it after it was 
overthrown, and who was "as much struck 
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inflated upon a tombstone raised to a 
dead chieftain by his bereaved ad- 
mirers. What shall we say of such 
false and fulsome tribute, not to a god, . 
not to the memory of departed great- 
ness, but to a living, mortal man, and 
oflfered not by his adorers but by him- 
self? Certainly, self-worship never 
went further than in this remarkable 
monument, erected in Alva's honour, 
by Alva's hand&. The statue was 
colossal, and was placed in the citadel 
of Antwerp. Its bronze wa& furnished 
by the cannon captured at Jemmin- 
gen.* It represented the Duke tramp- 
Hng upon a prostrate figure with two 
heads, four arms, and one body. The 
two heads were interpreted by some to 
represent Egmont and Horn ; by others, 
the two Nassaus, William and Louis. 
Others saw in them an allegorical pre- 
sentment of the nobles and commons 
of the Netherlands, or perhaps an im- 
personation of the Compromise and 
the Request. Besides the chief in- 
scription on the pedestal, were sculp- 
tured various bas-reliefs ; and the 
spectator, whose admiration for the 
Governor-General was not satiated with 
the colossal statue itself, was at liberty 
to find a fresh personification of the 
hero, either in a torch-bearing angel or 
a gentle shepherd. The work, which 
had considerable aesthetic merit, was 
executed by an artist named Jacob 
Jongeling. It remained to astonish 
and disgust the Netherlanders until it 
was thrown down and demolished by 
iVlva's successor, Requesens.^ 

It has already been observed that 
many princes of the Empire had, at 
first warmly, and afterwards, as the 
storm darkened around him, with less 
earnestness, encouraged the eflforts of 
Orange. They had, both privately and 
officially, ui*ged the subject upon the 
attention of the Emperor, and had so- 
licited his intercession with Philip. 
It was not an interposition to save the 
Prince from chastisement, however the 
artful pen of Granvelle might distort 



by the beauty of the work as by the insane 
pride of him who ordered it to be made." 

* Bor, iv. 257. Meteren, 61. 

6 Ibid.. 267. 258. Ibid. De Thou. v. 471- 
473. BenUvoglio, lib. v. 186. 
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the focts. It was an addren in behalf 
of religiouB liberty for the Nether- 
lands, made b j those who had achieved 
it in their own persons, and who were 
at last enjoying immunity from per- 
secution. It was an appeal which 
they who made it were bound tomake, 
for the Netherland eommiasionen 
had assisted at the consultations by 
which the Peace of Passau had been 
wrung from the reluctant hand of 
Charles.^ 

These applications, however, to the 
Emperor, and through him to the 
King of Spain^ had been« as we have 
seen, accompanied l^* p^petual advice 
to the Prince of Orange, that he should 
"sit still/' The Emperor had espoused 
his cause with apparent frankness, so 
far as friendly mediation went, but in 
the meantime had peremptorily com- 
manded him to refrain from levying 
war upon Alva^ an injunction which 
the Prince had as peremptorily de- 
clined to obey. The Emperor had even 
sent especial envoys to the Duke and to 
the Prince, to induce iJiem to lay down 
their arms, but without effect.' Orange 
knew which couise was the n»ore ge- 
nerous to his oppressed country; to 
take up arms, now that hope had been 
converted into despair by 4^e furious 
tyranny of Alva, or to "sit still " and 
await the result oi the protocols about 
to be exchanged between king and 
kaiser. His arms had been unsucess- 
f ul, indeed ; but had he attended the 
issue of this sluggish diplomacy, it 
would have been even worse for the 
cause of freedom. The sympathy of 
his best friends, at first fervent, then 
lukewarm, had, as disasters thickened 
around him, grown at last stone-coldL 
From the grave, too, of Queen Isabella 
arose the most importunate phantom 
in his path. The King of Spain was 
a widower again, and the Emperor 
among his sixteen children had more 
than one marriageable daughter. To 
the titles of '* beloved cousin and 
brother-in-law," witii which Philip had 
always been greeted in the Imperial 
proclamations, the nearer and dearer 
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one of son-in-law was inx)spectively 
added. 

The ties of wedlock were sacred in 
the traditions of the Habsbui^ house, 
but still the intervention was nomi- 
naUy made. As early as August 1568, 
the Emperor's minister at Madrid had 
addressed a memorial to the King.' 
He had spoken in warm and strong 
language of the fiite of Egmont and 
Horn, and had reminded Philip that 
the executions which were constantly 
taking place in the provinces wore 
steadily advancing the Prince of 
Orange's cause. On the 22d September 
1568, the six electors had addresoed 
A formal memorial to the Emperor.^ 
They thanked him for his previous 
interposition m favour of the Nether- 
lands, painted in lively colours the 
cruelty of Alva, and denounced the 
unheard-of rigour with which he had 
massacred, not •only many illustrious 
seigniors, but people of every degree. 
Notwithstanding the repeated assur- 
ances given by the King to the con- 
trary, they reminded th^ Emperor, 
that the Inqumtion, as ttell a$ Uie 
Council of Trent^ had now been etior 
blithed m the Netherlands in full vigour.^ 
They muntained that the provinces 
had been excluded from the Augsbuig 
religious peace, to which their daim 
was perfect. Nether Germany was 
entitled to the same privileges as 
Upper Oermany. They begged the 
Emperor to make manifest his senti- 
ments and their own. It was fitting 
that his Catholic Majesty should be 
aware that the princes of the Empire 
were united for the consecration of 
fatherland and of tranquillity. To this 
end they placed in the Emperor's hands 
their estates, their fortunes, and their 
lives. 

Sudii was the language of that im- 
portant appeal to the Emperor* in be- 
half of oppressed millions in the 
Netherlands, an appeal which Gran- 
velle had coldly characterised as an 
intrigue contrived by Orange to 
bring about his own restoration to 
favour!' 



1 CorrespondanoS de Philippe II., ii. T91. 
* Instructions for the Archduke Charles. 
£:!on-e8pondance de Philippe II.« U. 797. 
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The Emperor, in answer, assured the 
electoral envoys that he had taken the 
afiair to heart, and had resolved to 
despatch his own brother, the Arch- 
duke Charles, on a special mission to 
Spain.^ 

Accordingly, on the Slst October 
1568, the Emperor presented his bro- 
ther with an ample letter of instruc- 
tions.' He was to recall to Philip's 
memory the frequent exhortations 
made by the Emperor concerning the 
policy .pursued in the Netherlands. 
He was to mention the urgent inter- 
pellations made to him by the electors 
and princes of the Empire in their re- 
cent embassy. He was to state that 
the Emperor had recently deputed 
commissioners to the Prince of Orange 
and the Duke of Alva, in order to 
bring about, if possible, a suspension 
of arms. He was to represent that the 
great number of men raised by the 
Prince of Orange in Germany, shewed 
the powerful support which he had 
found in the country. Under such 
circumstances he was to shew that it 
had been impossible for the Emperor 
to decree the ban against him, as the 
Duke of Alva had demanded. The 
Archduke was to request the King's 
consent to the reconciSation of Orange, 
on honourable conditions. He was to 
demand the substitution of clemency 
in the goverment of the Netherlands 
for severity, and to insist on the recall 
of the foreign soldiery from the Ne- 
therlands.' 

Furnished with this very warm and 
stringent letter, the Archduke arrived 
in Madrid on the 10th December 1668.* 
A few days later he presented the 
King with a copy of the instructions ; 
those brave words upon which the 
Prince of Orange was expected to rely 
instead of his own brave heart and the 
stout arms of his followers. Philip 
having examined the letter, expressed 
his astonishment that such proposi- 
tions should be made to him, and by 
the agency, too, of such a personage as 
the Archduke.'^ He had already ad- 

1 Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 793. 

» Ibid., li. 767. « Ibid., ii. 797. 

* Ibid., ii. 886. » Ibid. 

< See the letter in the Con-espondance, 
etc., 807. ^ Ibid. 
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dressed ft letter to the Emperor, ex- 
pressing his dissatisfaction at the step 
now taken.' He had been disturbed 
at the honour thus done to the Prince 
of Orange, and at this interference with 
his own rights.' It was, in his opinion, 
an unheai>d-of proceeding thus to ad- 
dress a monarch of his quality upon 
matters in which he could accept the 
law from no man, He promised, how" 
ever, that & written answer should be 
given to the letter of instructions. 

On the 20th of January 1569, that 
answer was placed in the bands of the 
Archduke.^ It was intimated that the 
paper was a public one, fit to be laid 
by the Emperor before the electors; 
but that the King had also caused a 
confidential one*^ to be prepared, in 
which hie motives and private griefs 
were indicated to Maximilian. 

In the more public document, Philip 
observed that he had never considered 
himself obliged to justify his conduct, 
in his own affairs, to others. He 
thought, however, that his example 
of severity would have been received 
with approbation by princes whose 
subjects he had thus taught obedience. 
He could not admit that, on accoimt 
of the treaties which constituted the 
Netherlands a circle of the Empire, 
he was obliged to observe within their 
limits the ordinances of the imperial 
diet. ^' As to the matter of religion, 
his principal solicitude, since his ac- 
cession to the crown, had been to 
maintain the Catholic faith throughout 
all his states. In things sacred he 
could admit no compromise. The 
Church alone had the right to pre- 
scribe rules to the faithful. As to the 
chastisement inflicted by him upon the 
Netherland rebels, it would be found 
that he had not used rigour, as had been 
charged against him, hiU, on the C(m- 
trary, great clemency and gentleness}^ 
He had made no chaiige in the govern- 
ment of the provinces, certainly none 
in the edicts, the only statutes binding 
upon princes. He haA appointed the 
Duke of Alva to the regency, because 

8 Correspoudance de Phihppe II., ii. 818. 

» Ibid., 819. 10 Ibid., ii. 818. 

" *' 8e hallari aver usado S. M. Catolica 
no de rigor come se le imputa sino de mucl)a 
demencia i piedad."— Ibid., iL 818. 
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it was his royal will and pleasure so to 
appoint him. The Spanish soldiery 
were necessary for the thorough chas- 
tisement of the rebels, and could not 
be at present removed. As to the 
Prince of Orange, whose case seemed 
the principal motive for this embassy, 
and in whose interest so much had 
been urged, his <jrimes were so notori- 
ous that it was impossible even to 
attempt to justify them. He had 
been, in effect, the author of aU the 
conspiracies, tumults, and seditions 
which had taken place in the Nether- 
lands. All the thefts, sacrileges, viola- 
tions of temples, and other misdeeds 
of which these provinces had been the 
theatre, were, with justice, to be im- 
puted to him. He had, moreover, 
levied an army and invaded his Ma- 
jesty's territories. Crimes so enor- 
mous had closed the gate to all 
clemency. Notwithstanding his re- 
spect for the intercession made by 
the Emperor and the princes of the 
Empire, the King could not condescend 
to grant what was now asked of him in 
regard to the Prince of Orange. As to 
a truce between him and the Duke of 
Alva, his Tmj^erial Majesty ought to 
reflect upon the difference between a 
sovereign and his rebellious vassal, and 
consider how indecent and how pre- 
judicial to the King's honour such a 
treaty must be esteemed.^ 

So far the public letter, of which the 
Archduke was furnished with a copy, 
both in Spanish and in Latin. The 
private memorandum was intended 
for the Emperor's eyes alone and those 
of his envoy. In this paper the King 
expressed himself with more warmth 
and in more decided language.* He 
was astonished, he said, that the Prince 
of Orange, in levying an army for the 
purpose of invading the states of his 
natural sovereign, should have received 
so much aid and comfort in Germany. 
It seemed incredible that this could 
not have been prevented by imperial 
authority. He had been pained that 

1 Correspondance de Philippe II.. ii. 818, 
See also Cabrera ; Vita de FUipe II., lib. viii. 
The whole instruction to the Archduke is 
there given, 618-6S0. The answer of Philip 
1? also published in fUll, 678-^92. See also 
the commuuication made by Luis Yenegas, 
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commissioners had been sent to the 
Prince. He regretted such a demon- 
stration in his favpur as had now been 
made by the mission of the Archduke 
to Madrid. That which, however, had 
caused the King the deepest sorrow 
was, that his Imperial Majesty should 
wish to persuade him in religious 
matters to proceed with mildness. 
The Emperor ought to be aware that 
no human consideration, no regard for 
his realms, nothing in the world which 
could be represented or risked, would 
cause him to swerve by a single hair's 
breadth from his path in the matter 
of religion.' This path was the same 
throughout all his kingdoms. He had 
ever trod in it faithfully, and he meant 
to keep in it perpetually. He would 
admit neither counsel nor persuasion 
to the contrary, and should take it ill 
if counsel or persuasion should be 
offered. He could not but consider 
the terms of the instructions given to 
the Archduke as exceeding the limits 
of amicable suggestion. They in effect 
amounted to a menace, and he was 
astonished that a menace should be 
employed, because, with princes con- 
stituted like himself, such means could 
have but little success.* 

On the 23d of January 1569, the 
Archduke presented the King with a 
spirited reply to the public letter. It 
was couched in the spirit of the in- 
structions, and therefore need not be 
analysed at length. He did not believe 
that his Imperial Majesty would admit 
any justification of the course pursued 
in the Netherlands. The estates of 
the Empire would never allow Philip's 
reasoning concerning the connexion of 
those coimtries with the Empire, nor 
that they were independent, except in 
the particular articles expressed in the 
treaty of Augsburg. In 1555, when 
Charles the Fifth and King Ferdinand 
had settled the religious peace, they 
had been assisted by envoys from the 
Netherlands. The princes of the Em- 
pire held the ground, therefore, that 



Philip's ambassador at the Imperial court, 
concerning the mission of the Archduke. 
^Ibid. 634-636. 

« Correspondance de Philippe II., IL 819. 
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the religiouB peace, whch alone had 
saved a vestige of Romanism in Ger- 
many, should of right extend to the 
provinces. As to the Prince of Orange, 
the Archduke would have preferred to 
say nothing more, but the orders of 
the Emperor did not allow him to be 
silent. It )vas now necessary to put 
an end to this state of things in Lower 
Oermany. The princes of the Empire 
were becoming exasperated. He re- 
called the dangers of the Smalcaldian 
war — the imminent peril in which the 
Emperor had been placed by the act 
of a single elector. They who believed 
that Flanders could be governed in the 
same manner as Italy and Spain, were 
greatly mistaken, and Charles the Fifth 
had always recognised that error.^ 

This was the sum and substance of 
the Archduke's mission to Madrid, so 
far as its immediate objects were con- 
cerned. In the course, however, of 
the interview between this personage 
and Philip, the King took occasion to 
administer a rebuke to his Imperial 
Majesty for his general negligence in 
religious matters. It was a matter 
which lay at his heart, he said, that the 
Emperor, although, as he doubted not, a 
Christian and Catholic prince, was from 
policy unaccustomed to make those ex- 
terior demonstrations which matters of 
faith required. He therefore begged 
the Archduke to urge this matter upon 
the attention of his Imperial Majesty.^ 

The Emperor, despite this solemn 
mission, had become more than indif- 
ferent before his envoy had reached 
Madrid. For this indifference there 
were more reasons than one. When 
the instructions had been drawn up, 
the death of the Queen of Spain had 
not been known in Vienna.' The 
Archduke had even been charged to 



1 Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 820. 

a Ibid., ii. 885. 8 Ibid. 

* Ibid. According to Cabrera, the Arch- 
duke learned the news of Queen Isabella's 
death on his journey to Madrid. Felipe II., 
lib. viii 617. 

Herrera (lib. xv. ^07) erroneously states 
that the Archduke was, at the outset, 
charged with these two commissions by the 
Emperor ; namely, to n^otiate the marriage 
of tlie Archduchess Aune with Philip, and 
to arrange the affairs of the Netherlands. 
On the contrary, he was empowered to offer 
Aune to the King of France, and had already 
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inform Philip of the approaching mar- 
riages of the two Archduchesses, — that 
of Anne with the King of France, and 
that of Isabella with the King of For* 
tugaL A few days later, however, the 
envoy received letters from the Em- 
peror, authorising him to offer to the 
bereaved Philip the hand of the Arch- 
duchess Anne.^ The King replied to 
the Archduke, when this proposition 
was made, that if he had regard only 
to his personal satisfaction, he should 
remain as he was. As, however, he had 
now no son, he was glad that the pro- 
position had been made, and would see 
how the affair could be arranged with 
France.'' 

Thus the iU success of Orange in 
Brabant, so disheartening to the Ger- 
man princes most inclined to his cause, 
and still more the widowhood of Philip, 
had brought a change over the views 
of Maximilian. On the 17th of Janu- 
ary 1569, three days before his am- 
bassador had entered upon his negoti- 
ations, he had accordingly addressed 
an autograph letter to his Catholic 
Majesty. In this epistle, b^ a few 
cold lines, he entirely annihilated any 
possible effect which nMght have been 
produced by the apparent earnestness 
of his interposition in favour of the 
Netherlands. He informed the King 
that the Archduke had been sent, not 
to vex him, but to convince him of his 
friendship. He assured Philip that he 
should he satisfied with his response^ 
whatever it might be. He entreated 
only that it might be drawn up in 
such terms that the princes and elec' 
tors, to whom it must be shewn, might 
not be inspired with suspicion.' 

The Archduke left Madrid on the 
4th of March 1569. He retired, well 
pleased with the results of his mission 



imparted his instructions to that effect to 
Philip, before he received letters from Vi- 
enna, written after the death of Isabella had 
becocCie known. At another interview, he 
presented this new matrimonial proposition 
to Philip. These facts are important, for 
they indicate how completely the objects of 
the embassy, the commencement of which 
was 80 pretentious, were cast aside, that a 
more advantageous marriage for one of the 
seven Austrian Archduchesses might be so- 
cured. — Compare Correspondance de Phi- 
lippe II., ii. 636. 6 Ibid. 
• Ibid., ii 817. 
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not beeiiufe^ ita Ofit^DKible objecti had 
been aeet>Tnpl!alie<l, for thr^fle hod aig- 
n&By frilled, but beeauBe the king had 
mode him a present of one himdrad 
ihoumind dueata, and had promkad to 
esptitiee the Archduoheflt Aniae.^ On 
the aeth cl May 1569, the Emperor ad- 
dredsed tt final reply to PhUip, in which 
ht t^pftg^iij apprxfvtd the Kin^'i JuMi^^- 
ealitm uf hie conducrt.* It wna fouDd- 
ed, he thitught, in reriaOQ and equity, 
NeTBrtheleaa, it ©ould hardly be ahewt), 
oa it was, to the princea and elector^j 
and he hfid thfrtfore moiiijl^d mo,Wff 
painty whieb he thought might prove 
offensive.'' 

Tbufl ended ''m smoke/ m Gran- 
Telle hswl foretoldj the frwnouB minssion 
©f Archfluke Charles. The Holy 
Koman Emperor withdrew fjiom hia 
pompoiia interTCntion, ah^bed by a 
rebuke, but coufloled by a promiee. 
If it were good to bo gTLiardian of reli- 
gioua freedom in Ui>per and Nether 
Gernwray, it waa better to be father- 
iD'bw to the King of Spain and both 
the Indies. H ence the lame and abrupt 
conch jsion. 

CardiDal Gi^nvelle had been vei^ 
eemceable in this juncture. He bad 
written to Philip to aasure^ him that» 
in bta opinion < the Netherlands had 
no claim, under the tiunaatTtion of 
Au^burgj to require the obaervoDCd 
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I within their territory of the diMu-ees ti 
the Empire/ IT ' ' ' "' ' ' ' 

I thfs FiftJi bad on' 

I of PaBaautosiiiTe li. . 1 l..^. i\-. ...,,. 
from ruin ; thiit b^ bad only tK^ns* 
ed to it aa Emperor,, and had nelthai 

I directly nor indirectly inclitdifd tl* 
Netherlands witbin ita pror iiik^nK, Fli 
stated, moreover, that (he E>. 
r^iohed thf treahjf fq/ «» nr' 
n^tr publialit^d, in rf*ti>!if>.- 
eamtiit mH^iationjs of 
It has baeo seen tli 
used this opinion of Gr.vn^ - 
Tssponoe prasented to thp 
Aiuiougb he did r - 
argument, bs b^ 
aa if it were iuil .^ ■ , .. . 
atill more delighted to tind that f 
had revoked the trsaty of P$ 
eagerly wrute to Granvelle to im^tfil 
where the seeret iufltrunieiit wiw tsJ 1 
found.^ The Cardinril 
was probably among; b ! 
Belt, but that he doui . .. 
motdd hiptHtsibk lo^find it tn Aii* ahm 
Whether such a docup.^ent «yer 
ed; it m difficult to aay. To perf^etrsit^ 
such a fraud would have been wxi 
of Charleii" to fable its per 
not unworthy of the C-ii.t*dhu 
either case, the transaction wiwrl 
eiently high-handed and «jec 
di^gracefuL 
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It waB veiy soon after the Duke's re- 
turn to Brussels that a quarrel be- 
tween himself and the Queen of Eng- 
land took place. It happened thus. 
Certain vessels, bearing roving com- 
missions from the Prince of Cond^, 
had chased into the ports of England 
Bome merchantmen coming from Spain 
with supplies in specie for the Spanish 
army in the Netherlands.^ The trad- 
ing ships remained in harbour, not 
dimng to leave for their destination, 
while the privateers remained in a 
nei^bouring port ready to pounce 
upon them should they put to sea. 
The commanders of the merchant fleet 
complained to the Spanish ambassador 
in London. The envoy laid the case 
before the Queen. The Queen pro- 
mised redress, and, almost as soon as the 
promise had been made, seized upon 
all the specie in the vessels, amounting 
to about eight hundred thousand dol- 
lars, and appropriated the whole to her 
own benefit'.*'* The pretext for this pro- 
ceeding was twofold. In the first place, 
she assured the ambassador that she 
had taken the money into her posses- 
sion in order that it might be kept 
safe for her royal brother of Spain. 
In the second place, she affirmed that 
the money did not belong to the Span- 
ish government at all, but that it was 
the property of certain Oenoese mer- 
chants, from whom, as she had a right 
to do, she had borrowed it for a short 
period.* Both these positions could 
hardly be correct, but either furnished 
an excellent reason for appropriating 
the funds to her own use. 

The Duke of Alva being very much 
in want of money, was furious when 
informed of the circumstance. He im- 
mediately despatched Councillor d*As- 
sonleville with other oommissdoners on 
a special embassy to the Queen of Eng- 
land.^ His envoys were refused an 

1 Bor, V. 272, 273. ""^ 

a Ibid. Meteren, 57. 

* Bor, Meteren, ubi supra. 

* Bor. V. 272, 273. 

» Ibid., V. 277. Meteren, 67, 68. 



audience, and the Duke was taxed with 
presumption in venturing, as if he had 
been a sovereign, to selid a legation to 
a crowned head.'' No satisfaction was 
given to Alva, but a secret commis- 
sioner was despatched to Spain to dis- 
cuss the subject there. The wrath of 
Alva was not appeased by this con- 
temptuous treatment. Chagrined at 
the loss of hifiifunds, and stung to the 
quick by a rebuke which his arrogance 
had merited, he resorted to a high- 
handed measure. He issued a pro- 
clamation commanding the personal 
arrest of every Englishman within the 
territory of the Netherlands, and the 
seizure of every article of property 
which could be found belonging to in- 
dividuals of that nation.^ The Queen 
retaliated by measures of the same 
severity against Netherlanders in Eng- 
land.^ The Duke followed up his blow 
by a proclamation (of March 31, 1569), 
in which the grievance was detailed, 
and strict non-intercourse with Eng- 
land enjoined.8 While the Queen 
and the Viceroy were thus exchanging 
blows, the real sufferers were, of course, 
the unfortunate Netherlanders. Be- 
tween the upper and nether millstones 
of Elizabeth's rapacity and Alva's arro- 
gance, the poor remains of Flemish 
prosperity were wellnigh crushed out 
of existence. Proclamations and com- 
missions followed hard upon each 
other, but it was not till April 1573, 
that the matter was definitely ar- 
ranged.* Before that day arrived, the 
commerce of the Netherlands had suf- 
fered, at the lowest computation, a 
dead loss of two million florins, not a 
stiver of which was ever reimbursed 
to the i^fferers by the Spanish govern- 
ment.'® 

Meantime, neither in the compla- 
cency of his triumph over William of 
Orange, nor in the torrent of his wrath 



• See the prodaroatiou in Bor, v. 277-279. 

^ Bor, Meteren, ubi sup. 

8 Ibid. 

» Bor, V. 279. ?8o: Meteren, 57, 63. 

u> Meteren, 68. 
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against the English Queen, did the 
Buke for a moment lose sight of the 
chief end of his existence in the Ne- 
therlands. The gibbet and the stake 
were loaded with their daily victims. 
The records of the period are foul with 
the perpetually renewed barbarities 
exercised against the new religion. 
To the magistrates of the different 
cities were issued fresh instructions, 
by which all municipal officers were to 
be guided in the discharge of their 
great duty. They were especially en- 
joined by the iQuke to^ake heed that 
Catholic midwives, and none other, 
should be provided for every parish, 
duly sworn to give notice within 
twenty-four hours of every birth which 
occurred, in order that the curate 
might instantly proceed to baptism.^ 
They were also ordered to appoint cer- 
tain spies, who should keep watch at 
every administration of the sacraments, 
whether public or private, whether at 
the altar or at death-beds, and who 
should report for exemplary punish- 
ment (that is to say, death by fire) 
all persons who made derisive or ir- 
reverential gestures, or who did not 
pay suitable honour to the said sacra- 
ments.* Furthermore, in order that 
not even death itself should cheat the 
tyrant of his prey, the same spies were 
to keep watch at the couch of the 
dying, and to give immediate notice 
to government of all persons who 
should dare to depart this life without 
previously receiving extreme unction 
and the holy wafer. The estates of 
such culprits, it was ordained, should 
be confiscated, and their bodies dragged 
to the public place of execution.* 

An affecting case occurred in the 
north of Holland, early in this year, 
which, for its peculiarity, deserves 
brief mention. A poor Anabaptist, 
guilty of no crime but his fellowship 
with a persecuted sect, had been con- 

1 Instructions from the Duke of Alva to 
Jacques de Blondel, Seigneur de Ciiinchy, 
goiivernenr et bailli de Tournay et Tour- 
naisis.— Extraits des Begistres de To\imay, 
par Gachard, 107, 108. 

« " & commettre certains personnages 

pour 6tre presents au port et administration 
des Saints Sacrements, tant de I'autel quede 
I'extrdme onction, k I'effet de remarquer 
ceux qui feraieut gestes ou mines d^iisoires 
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demned to death. He had made his 
escape, clwely pursued by an officer 
of justice, across a frozen lake. It was 
late in the winter, and the ice had 
become unsound. It trembled and 
cracked beneath his footsteps, but 
he reached the shore in safety. The 
officer was not so fortunate. The ic3 
gave way beneath him, and he sank 
into the lake, uttering a cry for suc- 
cour. There was none to hear him, 
except the fugitive whom he had been 
hunting. Dirk Willemzoon, for so 
was the Anabaptist called, instinctively 
obeying the dictates of a generous 
nature, returned, crossed the quaking 
and dangerous ice, at the peril of his 
life, extended his hand to his enemy, 
and saved him from certain death. 
Unfortunately for human nature, it 
cannot be added that the generosity 
of the action was met by a correspond- 
ing heroism. The officer was desirous, 
it is true, of avoiding the responsibility 
of sacrificing the preserver of his life, 
but the burgomaster of Aspem sternly 
reminded him to remember his oath. 
He accordingly arrested the fugitive, 
who, on the 1 6th of May following, 
was burned to death under the most 
lingering tortures.* 

Almost at the same time four clei^- 
men, the eldest seventy years of age, 
were executed at the Hague, after an 
imprisonment of three years. All 
were of blameless lives, having com- 
mitted no crime save that of having 
favoured the Reformation. As they 
were men of some local eminence, it 
was determined that they should be 
executed with solemnity. They were 
condemned to the flames, and as they 
were of the ecclesiastical profession, it 
was necessary before execution that 
their personal sanctity should be re- " 
moved. Accordingly, on the 27th May, 
attired in the gorgeous robes of high 
mass, they were brought before the 

ou irr6v6rencieux et d'en provoquer la 

punition exemplaire," etc. — Extraits des 
Begistres de Tournay, par Gachard, 107, 108. 

* " 2° 2l denoncer ceux qui d6cdderaient 
sans s'@tre fait administrer les Saints Sacre- 
ments, leurs hiens devant itre confUqvSg et 
levers corps porigs au lieu public destine pour 
la iuitice."— Ibid. 

* Gerard Brandt Hist, der Reformatie^ 
sect. L b. X. 500. 
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Bishop of Bois le Due. The prelate, 
with a pair of soissors, cut a lock of 
hair from each of their heads. He 
then scraped their crowns and the tips 
of their fingers with a little silver 
knife very gently, and without inflict- 
ing the least injury. The mystic oil 
of consecration was thus supposed to 
be sufficiently removed. The prelate 
then proceeded to disrobe the victims, 
saying to each one as he did so, "Eximo 
tibi vestem jugHticte, quern volens abje- 
cisti;" to which the oldest pastor, 
Arent Dirkzoon, stoutly replied, " Jmo 
vestem injustUme." The bishop having 
thus completed the solemn farce of 
desecration, delivered the prisoners to 
the Blood Council, begging that they 
might be handled very gently. Three 
days afterwards they were all executed 
at the stake, having, however, received 
the indulgence of being strangled be- 
fore being thrown into the flames.^ 

It was precisely at this moment, 
while the agents of the Duke's go- 
vernment were thus zealously enforc- 
ing his decrees, that a special messen- 
ger arrived from the Pope, bringing as 
a present to Alva a jewelled hat and 
sword.* It was a gift rarely conferred 
by the Church, and never save upon 
the highest dignitaries, or upon those 
who had merited her most signal re- 
wards by the most shining exploits in 
her defence. ^ The Duke was requested, 
in the autograph letter from his Holi- 
ness which accompanied the presents, 
" to remember, When he put the hat 
upon his head, that he was guarded 
with it as with a helmet of righteousr 
ness, and with the shield of Qod's help, 
indicating the heavenly crown which 
was ready for all princes who support 
the Holy Church and the Roman Ca- 
tholic faith. "^ The motto on the 
sword ran as follows, " Accipe sanctvm 
gladium, mtmus a Deo in quo dejides 
acheraarioa populi met Israel'*'^ 

The Viceroy of Philip, thus stimu- 
lated to persevere in his master's pre- 
cepts by the Vicegerent of Christ, was 
not likely to swerve from his path, nor 
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to flinch from his work. It was be- 
yond the power of man's ingenuity to 
add any fresh features of horror to the 
religious persecution under which the 
provinces were groaning; but a new 
attack could be made upon the poor 
remains of their wealth. 

The Duke had been dissatisfied with 
the results of his financial arrange- 
ments. The confiscation of banished 
and murdered heretics had not proved 
the inexhaustible mine he had boasted. 
The stream of gold which was to flow 
perennially into the Spanish coffers 
soon ceased to flow at all. This was 
inevitable. Confiscations must, of ne- 
cessity, offer but a precarious supply to 
any treasury. It was only the frenzy of 
an Alva which could imagine it possible 
to derive a permanent revenue from 
such a source. It was, however, not to 
be expected that this man, whose tyran- 
ny amounted to insanity, could compre- 
hend the intimate connexion between 
the interests of a people and those of 
its rulers, and he was determined to ex- 
hibit by still more fierce and ludicrous 
experiments, how easily a great soldier 
may become a very paltry financier. 

He had already informed his royal 
master that, after a very short time, 
remittances would no longer be neces; 
sary from Spain to support the ex- 
penses of the army and government 
in the Netherlands.* He promised, 
on the contrary, that at least two 
millions yearly should be furnished by 
the provinces, over and above the cost 
of their administration, to enrich the 
treasury at home.^ Another Peru had 
already been discovered by his inge- 
nuity, and one which was not de- 
pendent for its golden fertility on the 
continuance of that heresy which it 
was his mission to extirpate. His 
boast had been much ridiculed in 
Madrid, where he had more enemies 
than friends, and he was consequently 
the more eager to convert it into 
reality. Nettled by the laughter with 
which all his schemes of political eco- 
nomy had been received at home,^ he 



1 Bor, V. 312, 313. Hoofd, v. 199, 2( 
a Bor, V. 270. Strada, lib. vii. 347. 
« Strada. Ub. vii 347, 848. 
* Bor, V. 270, 271. 



s Meiidoza, 100. 

« Correapondauoe de Philippe II., ii. 836, 
837. f Ibid,, ii. 970. 

8 Vide V. de Vynckt, ii. 118. 
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was determined to shew that his crea- 
tive statesmanship was no less worthy 
of homage than his indisputable genius 
for destruction. 

His scheme was nothing more than 
the substitution of an arbitrary system 
of taxation by the Crown, for the legal 
and constitutional right of the pro- 
vinces to tax themselves. It was not 
a very original thought, but it was 
certainly a bold one. For although a 
country so prostrate might suffer the 
imposition of any fresh amount of 
tyranny, yet it was doubtful whether 
i^e had sufficient strength remaining 
to bear the weight after it had been 
imposed. It was certain, moreover, 
that the new system woufld create a 
more general outcry than any which 
had been elicited even by the religious 
persecution. There were many in^bi- 
tants who were earnest and sincere 
Catholics, and who therefore considered 
themselves safe from the hangman's 
hands, while there were none who could 
hope to escape the gripe of the new 
tax-gatherers. Yet the Governor was 
not the man to be daunted by the 
probable unpopularity of the measure. 
Courage he possessed in more than 
mortal proportion. He seemed to 
have set himself to the task of ascer- 
taining the exact capacity of the coun- 
try for wretchedness. He was resolved 
accurately to gauge its width and its 
depth ; to know how much of physical 
and moral misery might be accumu- 
lated within its limits, before it should 
be full to overflowing. Every man, 
woman, and child in the country had 
been solemnly condemned to death; 
and arbitrary executions, in pursuance 
of that sentence, had been daily taking 
place. Miilions of property had been 
confiscated, while the most fortunate 
and industrious, as well as the bravest 
of the J^etherlanders, were wandering 
penniless in distant lands. Still the 
blows, however recklessly distributed, 
had not struck every head. The in- 
habitants hskd been decimated, not 
annihilated, and the productive energy 
of the country, which for centuries had 

1 Bentivoplio, lib. v. 82. See also Intro- 
duction to this work. 
8 ibid., ibid.— Sw also Kluit, Hist, der 
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possessed so much vitality, was even 
yet not totally extinct. In the wreck 
of their social happiness, in tiie utter 
overthrow of their political freedom, 
they had still preserved the shadow, at 
least, of one great bulwark against des- 
potism. The king could impose no 
tax.1 

The " Joyeuse Entr^" of Brabant, 
as well as the constitutions of Flanders, 
Holland, Utrecht, and all the other 
provinces, expressly prescribed the 
manner in which the requisite funds 
for government should be raised. The 
sovereign or his stadholder was to ap- 
pear before the estates in person, and 
make his request for money. It was 
for the estates, after consultation with 
their constituents, to <^cide whether 
or not this petition (Bede) should be 
granted; and should a single branch 
decline compliance, the monarch was 
to wait with patience for a more 
favourable moment.* ^uch had been 
the regular practice in the Nether- 
lands, nor had the reigning houses 
often had occauion to accuse the 
estates of parsimony. It was, how- 
ever, not wonderful that the Duke of 
Alva should be impatient at the con- 
tinued existence of this provincial 
privilege. A country of condemned 
criminals, a nation whose universal 
neck might at any moment be laid 
upon the block without ceremony, 
seemed hardly fit to hold the purse- 
strings, and to dispense alms to its 
monarch. The Viceroy was impatient 
at this arrogant vestige of constitu- 
tional liberty. Moreover, although he 
had taken from the Netherhmders 
nearly all the attributes of freemen, he 
was unwilling that they should enjoy 
the principal privilege of slaves, that 
of being fed and guarded at their 
master's expense. He had . therefore 
summoned a general assembly of the 
provincial estates in Brussels, and on 
the 20th of March 1569, had caused 
the following decrees to be laid before 
thenL^ 

A tax of the hundredth penny, or 
one per cent., was laid upon all pro- 



Holl. Btaatsregering, and Viglii CDniment. 
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perty, real and personal, to be collected 
instantly. This impost, however, was 
not perpetual, but only to be paid once, 
unless, of course, it should suit the 
same arbitrary power by which it was 
assessed to require it a second time. 

A tax of the twentieth penny, or 
five per cent., was laid upon every 
transfer of real estate. This imposi- 
tion was perpetual. 

Thirdly, a tax of the tenth penny, 
or ten per cent., was aMessed tipon 
every article of merchandise or personal 
property, to be paid as often as it should 
be sold. This t^ was likewise to be 
perpetual.^ 

The consternation in the assembly 
when these enormous propositions were 
heard, can be easily imagined. People 
may differ about religious dogmas. In 
the most bigoted persecutions there 
will always be many who, from consci- 
entious although misguided motives, 
heartily espouse the cause of the bigot. 
Moreover, although resistance to tyr- 
anny in matters of faith is always the 
most ardent of struggles, and is sup- 
ported by the most sublime principle 
in our nature, yet all men are not 
of the sterner Btuflf of which martyrs 
are fashioned. In questions relating 
to the world above, many may be se- 
duced from their convictions by in- 
terest, or forced into apostasy by vio- 
lence. Human nature is often malleable 
or fusible, where religious interests are 
concerned, but in affairs material and 
financial opposition to tyranny is apt 
to be unanimous. 

The interests of commerce and 
manufacture, when brought into con- 
flict with those of religion, had often 
proved victorious in the Netherlands. 
This new measure, however--tl)is ar- 
bitrary and most prodigious system of 

1 Bor, V. 279, 280. 

« Ibid., V. 283-285. Viglii Comm. Dec. 
Denarii, s. v. • Ibid, 

* While occupied with his attempts to en- 
force this tax, the Duke established a com- 
mission to inquire into the value of the 
manufacturing industry of the provinces. 
In the year 1570. the aggregate annual value 
of manufactured articles was calculated at 
forty-five millions of florins (44,864,883 fl.) 
Prom this estimate, however, Luxemburg, 
Oueldres. Zeland, and the provinces beyond 
the Meuse, were excluded. 



taxation, struck home to every fireside. 
No individual, however adroit or time- 
serving, could parry the blow by which 
all were crushed. 

It was most unanswerably maintain- 
ed in the assembly, that this tenth and 
twentieth penny would utterly destroy 
the trade and the manufactures of the 
country.* The hundredth pdnny, or 
the one per cent, assessment on all 
property throughout the land, although 
a severe subsidy, might be borne with 
for once. To pay, however, a twentieth 
part of the full value of a house to the 
government ba often as the house was 
sold, was a most intolerable imposition. 
A house might be sold twenty times in 
a year, and in the course, therefore, of 
the year be confiscated in its whole 
value. It amounted either to a prohi- 
bition of all transfers of real estate, or 
to an eventual surrender of its price. 

.As to the tenth penny upon articles 
of merchandise, to be paid by the ven- 
dor At every sale, the scheme was mon- 
strous. All trade ^nd manufactures 
must, of necessity, expire, at the very 
first attempt to put it in execution,* 
The same article might be sold ten 
times in a week, and might therefore 
pay one hundred per cent, weekly. 
An article, moreover, was frequently 
compounded of ten different articles, 
each of which might pay one hundred 
per cent., and therefore the manufac- 
tured Article, if ten times transferred, 
one thousand per cent, weekly. Quick 
transfers and imfettered movements 
being the nerves and muscles of com- 
merce, it was impossible for it long to 
survive the paralysis of such a tax. 
The impost could never be collected, 
and would only produce an entire pro- 
stration of industry. It c^uld by no 
possibility enrich the government.^ 



The returns for the others were thus 



sUted:- 

Brabant, . 

Flanders, 

ValeDdennes, 

Toumay, 

Holland, 

Lille, Douay, andOrchies, 

Hainault, 

Malines, . 

Utrecht, . 

Overyssel, 

Namur, . 



11,197,416 florins. 

10,407.891 „ 

5,223,980 „ 

2.369,200 „ 

2,029,148 „ 

8,883,698 „ 

1,982,640 ,. 



734,900 

I,6l0,-i60 

454,980 
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The King could not derive wealth 
from the ruin of his subjecta ; yet, to 
establish such a system was the stern 
and absurd determination of the Go- 
vernor-General. The infantine simpli- 
city of the effort seemed incredible. 
The ignorance was as sublime as the 
tyranny. The most lucid arguments 
and the most earnest remonstrances 
were all in vain. Too opaque to be 
illumined by .a flood of hght, too hard 
to be melted by a nation s tears,, the 
Viceroy held calmly to his purpose. 
To the keen and vivid representations 
of Viglius, who repeatedly exhibited 
all that was oppressive, and all that 
was impossible in the tax, he answered 
simply that it was nothing more nor 
less than the Spanish " alcabala," and 
that he derived 50,000 ducats yearly 
from its imposition in his own city of 
Alva.i 

Viglius was upon this occasion in 
opposition to the Duke. It is but 
justice to state that the learned juris- 
consult manfully and repeatedly con- 
fronted the wrath of his iauperior in 
many a furious discussion in council 
upon the subject. He had never essay- 
ed to snatch one brand from the burn- 
ing out of the vast holocaust of reli- 
gious persecution, but he was roused 
at last by the threatened destruction 
of all the material interests of the 
land. He confronted the tyrant with 
courage, sustained perhaps by the 
knowledge that the proposed plan was 
not the King's, but the Governor's. 
He knew that it was openly ridiculed 
in Madrid,^ and that Philip, although 
he would probably never denounce it 
in terms, was certainly not eager for 
its execution. The President enlarged 
upon the difference which existed be- 
tween th5 condition of a sparsely- 
peopled country of herdsmen and la- 
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bourers in Spain, and the densely- 
thronged and bustling cities of the 
Netherlands. If the Duke collected 
50,000 ducats yearly from the alcabala 
in Alva, he could only offer him his 
congratulations, but could not help 
assuring him that the tax would prove 
an impossibility in the provinces.^ To 
his argument, that the impost would 
fall with severity not upon the highest 
nor the lowest classes of society, neither 
upon the great nobility and clergy, nox 
on the rustic population, but on the 
merchants and manufacturers, it was 
answered by the President that it was 
not desirable to rob Saint Peter's altar 
in order to build one to Saint Paul.* 
It might have been simpler to suggest 
that the consumer would pay the tax, 
supposing it were ever paid at all, but 
the axiom was not so famiUar three 
centuries ago as now. 

Meantime, the report of the depu- 
ties to the assembly on their return to 
their constituents had created the 
most intense excitement and 'alarm. 
Petition after petition, report after re- 
port, poured in upon the governments 
There was a cry of despair, and almost 
of defiance, which had not been eli- 
cited by former agonies. To induce, 
however, a more favourable disposition 
on the part of the Duke, the hundredth 
penny, once for all, was conceded by 
the estates.'' The tenth and twen- 
tieth occasioned severe and protracted 
struggles, until the various assemblies 
of the patrimonial provinces, one after 
another, exhausted, frightened, and 
hoping that no serious effort would be 
made to collect the tax, consented, 
under certain restrictions, to its im- 
position.^ The principal conditions 
were a protest against the legality of 
the proceeding, and the provision that 
the consent of no province should be 



FrioHland, . . . 196,200 florins. 

Art()i8 1,718,790 „ 

— Renom de Franco MS. ii. c. x. Upon this 
flourishinpr state of the manufacturing? inte- 
rest, notwithstanding the oppression to 
which the country had so long been sub- 
jected, the Duke indulged in golden drearas. 
•' Oires le ducq considerant par ce calcul 
I'importance du dixifeme denier, chatouilli 
doucement de Tespdrance ou de Timagination 
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The author shews that the tax would be 
paid at least seven times by cloth as well as 
by various other commodities. — Ibid. It 
would be easy to show, that if the tax were 
literally enforced, it would amount to 
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1 Viglii Comm. Dec. Denarii, s. 6. 

a V. d. Vynckt, Dl. ii. 118. 

» ViglU Comm. Dec Den. s. villO. 

* Ibid., s, 9. 

» Bor, v. 286. • Ibid. 
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valid tmtil that of all had been ob- 
tained.^ Holland, too, was induced to 
give in its adhesion, although the city 
of Amsterdam long withheld its con- 
sent; but the city and province of 
Utrecht were inexorable.* They of- 
fered a handsome sum in commuta- 
tion, increasing the sum first proposed 
from 70,000 'to 200,000 florins, but 
they resolutely refused to be saddled 
with this permanent tax. Their stout 
resistance was destined to cost them 
dear. In the course of a few months 
Alva, finding them still resolute in 
their refusal, quartered the regiment 
of Lombardy upon them, and em- 
ployed other coercive measures to 
bring them to reason.' The rude, in- 
solent, unpaid and therefore insubor- 
dinate soldiery were billeted in every 
house in the city, so that the insults 
which the population were made to 
suflTer by the intrusion of these ruffians 
at their firesides would soon, it was 
thought, compel the assent of the 
province to the tax.^ It was not so, 
however. The city and the province 
remained stanch in their opposition. 
Accordingly, at the close of the year 
(15th December 1569) the estates were 
summoned to appear within fourteen 
days before the Blood Council.* At 
the appointed time the procureur-gene- 
ral was ready with an act of accusation, 
accompanied, as was usually the case, 
with a simultaneous sentence of con- 
demnation. The indictment revived 
and recapitulated all previous ofiences 
committed in the city and the province, 
particularly during the troubles of 
1566, and at the epoch of the treaty 
vnth Duchess Margaret. The inhabi- 
tants and the magistrates, both in 
their individual and public capacities, 
were condemned for heresy, rebellion, 
and misprision. The city and province 
were accordingly pronounced guilty of 
high treason, were deprived of all 
their charters, laws, privileges, free- 
doms, and customs, and were declared 

1 Bor, v. 286. 
« Ibid., V. 28«, 287. 
» Ibid.. V. 288. « Ibid. 

» Hoofd, V. 196. Bor, v. 291. 
* See all the documents in Bor, v. 151, et 
seq. 
» Bor, V. 290-819.— Compare Hoofd, v. 
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to have forfeited all their property, real 
and personal, together with all tolls, 
rents, excises, and imposts, the whole 
being confiscated to the benefit of his 
Majesty.^ 

The immediate execution of the 
sentence was, however, suspended, to 
allow the estates opportunity to reply. 
An enormous mass of pleadings, repHes, 
replications, rejoinders, and apostilles 
was the result, which few eyes were 
destined to read, and least of all those 
to whom they were nominally address- 
ed.' They were of benefit to none 
save in the shape of fees which they 
engendered to the gentlemen of the 
robe. It was six months, however, 
before the case was closed. As there 
was no blood to be shed, a summary 
process was not considered necessary. 
At last on the 14th July, the volumi- 
nous pile of documents was placed be- 
fore Vargas. It was the first time he 
had laid eyes upon them, and they 
were, moreover, written in a language 
of which he did not understand a 
word.^ Such, however, was his .capa- 
city for aflfairs, that a glance only at 
the outside of the case enabled him to 
form his decision. Within half an 
hour afterwards, booted and spurred, 
he was saying mass in the church of 
Saint Gudule, on his way to pronounce 
sentence at Antwerp.^ That j udgm ent 
was rendered the same day, and con- 
firmed the preceding act of condemna- 
tion.^** Vargas went to his task as 
cheerfully as if it had been murder. 
The act of outlawry and beggary was 
fulminated against the city and pro- 
vince, and a handsome amount of 
misery for others, and of plunder for 
himself, was the result of his prompt- 
ness. Many thousand citizens were 
ruined, many millions of property con- 
fiscated. 

Thus was Utrecht deprived of all its 
ancient liberties, as a punishment for 
having dared to maintain them. The 
clergy, too, of the province, having 



194-196; Wagenaer, Vaderl. Hist, vi, 293- 
804 : Viglii Com. Deo. Den., passim. 

8 Translations, however, were appended, 
which had only been completed that morn- 
injf.— Bor. v. 319. 

» Bor, V. 819. 

10 Ibid. Hoofd, Wagenaer, ubi anp. 
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invoked the bull "in Coena Domini" 
by which clerical property was declared 
exempt from taxation, had excited the 
wrath of the Dnke,^ To wield so «light 
a bulrush against the man who had 
just been girded with the conseorated 
and jewelled sword of the Pope, was 
indeed but a feeble attempt at defence. 
Alva treated the Ccena Domiwi with 
contempt, but he imprisoned the 
printer who had dared to republish 
it at this juncture. Finding, more- 
over, that it had been put in press by 
the orders of no less a person than 
Secretary La Torre, he threw that 
officer also into prison, besides sus- 
pending him from his functions far a 
year.^ 

The estates of the province and the 
magistracy of the city appealed to his 
Majesty from the decision of the Duke. 
The case did not directly concern the 
interests of religion, for although the 
heretical troubles of 1566 furnished 
the nominal motives of the condem- 
nation, the resistance to the tenth and 
twentieth penny was the real crime for 
which they were suffering. The King, 
therefore, although far from clement, 
was not extremely rigorous. He re- 
fused the object of the appeal, but he 
did not put the envoys to death by 
whom it was brought to Madrid. This 
would have certainly been the case in 
matters strictly religious, or even had 
the commissioners arrived two years 
before ; but even Philip believed, per- 
haps, that for the moment almost 
enough innocent blood had been shed. 
At any rate he suffered the legates 
from Utrecht to retmn,' not with their 
petition granted, but at least with their 
heads upon their shoulders. Early in 
the following year, the provinces still 
remaining under martieU law, all the 
Utrecht charters were taken into the 
possession of government, and depo- 
sited in the castle of Vredenberg.* It 
was not till after the departure of 
Alva, that they were restored, accord- 
ing to royal command, by the new 
governor, Requesens.'^ 
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By the middle of the year 1569, 
Alva wrote to the King, with great 
cheerfulness of tone, announcing that 
the estates of l^e provinces bad all 
consented to the tax. He congratu- 
lated his Majesty upon the fact that 
this income might thenceforth be en- 
joyed in perpetuity, and that it would 
bring at least two millions yearly into 
his coffers, over aiod above the expenses 
of government. The hundredth penny, 
as h9 calculated, would amount to at 
least 6ve millions.' 

He was, however, very premature in 
his triumph, for the estates were not 
long in withdrawing a concession which 
had either been wrung from them by 
violence or filched from them by mis- 
representation. Taking the ground 
that the assent of all had been stipu- 
lated before that of any one should be 
esteemed valid, every province now 
refused to enforce or to permit the 
collection of the tenth or the twentieth 
penny within their limits. Dire were 
the ^reatnings and the wrath of the 
Viceroy, p&inf ully protracted the re- 
newed negotiations with the estates. 
At last, a compromise was effected, 
and the final struggle postponed. Late 
in the summer it was agreed that the 
provinces should pay two millions 
yearly for the two following years, 
the term to expire in the month of 
August 1571. Till that period, there- 
fore, there was comparative repose 
upon the subject.^ 

-The question of a general pardon 
had been agitated for more than a 
year, both in Brussels and Madrid. 
Viglius, who knew his countrymen 
better than the Viceroy knew them, 
had written frequently to his friend 
Hopper, on the propriety of at once 
proclaiming an amnesty.^ There had 
also been many conferences between 
himself and the Duke of Alva, and he 
had furnished more than one draught 
for the proposed measure.^ The Pre- 
sident knew full well that the point 
had been reached beyond which the 
force of tyranny could go no further. 



1 Bor, V. 287. Hoofd, ▼. 105. 

• Bor, V. 826-828, efc seq. 

* Bor, vi. 857-361. 

fi Ibid, Ti. 860, 801. * 
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All additional pressure, he felt sure, 
could only produce reaction, the effect 
of which might be to drive the Span- 
iards from the Netherlands. There 
might then be another game to play. 
The heads of those who had so assidu- 
ously served the government through- 
out its terrible career might, in their 
turn, be brought to the block, and 
their estates be made to enrich the 
Treasury. Moreover, there were symp- 
toms that Alva's favour was on the wane. 
The King had not been remarkably 
struck with the merits of the new 
financial measures, and had expressed 
much anxiety lest the trade of the 
coimtry should suffer.^ The Duke 
was known to be desirous of his recall. 
His health was broken, he felt that he 
was bitterly detested throughout the 
country, and he was certain that his 
enemies at Madrid were fast under- 
mining his credit. He seemed also to 
have a dim suspicion that his mission 
was accomplished in the Netherlands ; 
that as much blood had been shed at 
present as the land could easily absorb. 
He wrote urgently and even piteously 
to Philip, on the subject of his return. 
" "Were your Majesty only pleased to 
take me from this country," he said, 
" I should esteem it as great a favour as 
if your Majesty had given me life."* 
He swore "by the soul of the Duchess," 
that he "would rather be cut into 
little pieces" than retire from his post 
were his presence necessary,* but he 
expressed the opinion that through 
his exertions affairs had been placed 
in such train that they were sure to 
roll on smoothly to the end of time. 
"At present, and for the future," he 
wrote, "your Majesty is and will be 
more strictly obeyed than any of your 
predecessors ; " adding, with insane 
self-complacency, "and all this has 
been accomplished without violence*'^ 
He also assured his Majesty as to the 
prosperous condition of financial affairs. 
His tax was to work wonders. He had 
conversed with capitalists who had 
offered him four millions yearly for 

1 Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 896. 

2 Ibid., u. 908. * Ibid,, ii 95L 
4 Ibid. 

6 Ibid., ii. 970. 
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the tenth penny, but he had refused, 
because he estimated the product at a 
much higher figure. * The hundredth 
penny could not be rated lower than 
five millions. It was obvious, therefore, 
that instead of remitting funds to the 
provinces, his Majesty would, for the 
future, derive from them a steady and 
enormous income.^ Moreover, he as- 
sured the King that there was at 
present no one to inspire anxiety from 
within or without. The only great 
noble of note in the country was the 
Duke of Aerschot, who was devoted 
to his Majesty, and who, moreover, 
" amounted to very little," as the Bling 
well knew.'' As for the Prince of 
Orange, he would have business enough 
in keeping out of the clutches of his 
creditors. They had nothing to fear 
from Germany. England would do 
nothing as long as Germany was 
quiet; and France was sunk too low 
to be feared at all.^ 

Such being the sentiments of the 
Duke, the King was already consider- 
ing the propriety of appointing his 
successor. All this was known to the 
President. He felt instinctively that 
more clemency was to be expected 
from that successor, whoever he might 
be; and he was satisfied, therefore, 
that he would at least not be injuring 
his own position by inclining at this 
late hour to the side of mercy. His 
opposition to the tenth and twentieth 
penny had already established a breach 
between himself and the Viceroy, but 
he felt secretly comforted by the 
reflection that the King was probably 
on the same side with himself. Alva 
still spoke of him, to be sure, both in 
public and private, with approbation; 
taking occasion to conmiend him fre« 
quentiy, in his private letters, as a 
servant upright and zealous, as a liv- 
ing register,* without whose universal 
knowledge of things and persons he 
should hardly know which way to 
turn. The President, however, was 
growing weary of his own sycophancy. 
He begged his friend Joachim to take 
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"im parfc, if his Excellency should write 
unfavourably about his conduct to the 
King. He seemed to have changed 
his views of the man concerning whose 
''prudence and gentleness'' he could 
once turn so many fine periods. He 
even expressed some anxiety lest 
doubts should begin to be entertained 
as to the perfect demenoy of the 
King's character. ^'Here is sa much 
confiscation and bloodshed going on/' 
said he, "that some taint of cruelty 
or avarice may chance to bespatter the 
robe of. his Majesty." He also con- 
fessed that he had occasionally read in 
history of greater benignity than was 
now exercised against the poor Nether- 
landers. Had the learned Frisian ar- 
rived at these humane conclusionaat a 
somewhat earlier day, it might perhaps 
have been better for himfielf and for his 
fatherland. Had he served his coun- 
try as faithfully as he had served Time, 
and Philip, and Alva, his lands would 
not have been so J)road, nor his digni- 
ties so numerous, but he would not 
have been obliged, in his old age, to 
exclaim, with whimsical petuJance, 
that " the faithful servant is always a 
perpetual ass."^ 

It was now certain that an act of 
amnesty was in contemplation by the 
King. Viglius had furnished several 
plans, which, however, had been so much 
disfigured by the numerous exceptions 
suggested by Alva, that the President 
could scarce recognise his work. Gran- 
Telle, too, had frequently urged the 
pardon on the attention of Philip.* 
The Cardinal was too astute not to 
perceive that the time had arrived 
when a continued severity could only 
defeat its own work. He felt that the 
country could not be rendered more 
abject, the spirit of patriotism more 
apparently extinct. A show of cle- 
mency, which would now cost nothing, 
and would mean nothing, might be 
more efifectiye than this profuse and 
wanton bloodshed. 

He saw plainly that the brutality of 
Alva had already overshot the mark. 

* Epist. adJoach. Hop. 62-82. ♦*Fidti8 
servus perpetuus asinus," etc., etc.. 
2 Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 815. 
» Ibid., u. 702, 809, 844, etc., etc. 



Dutch Eepuhlic. [1570. 

Too politic,, howerer, openly to reprove 
so powerful a functionary, he con- 
tinued to speak of him and of his ad- 
ministration to Philip in terms of ex- 
alted eulogy. He was a "sage seig- 
nior," a prudwit governor, one on 
whom his Majesty could entirely re- 
poee^ He was a man of long expe- 
rience, trained all his life to affairs, 
and perfectly capable o^ giving a good 
account of everything to which he 
turned his hands.^ He admitted, how- 
ever,^ to other correspondents, that the 
administration of the sage seignior, on 
whom his Majesty could so implicitly 
rely, had at last "brought the pro- 
vinces into a deplorable condition.""* 

Four different forms of pardon had 
been sent from Madrid, toward the 
close of 1569.*^ From these four the 
Duke was to select one, and carefully 
to destroy the other three. It was 
not, however, tiU July of the following 
year that the choice was made, and the 
Viceroy in readiness to announce the 
pardon. On the 14th of that month a 
great festival was held at Antwerp, for 
the purpose of solemnly proclaiming 
the long expected amnesty.^ In the 
morning, the Duke, accompanied by a 
brilliant staff, and by a long procession 
of clergy in their gcwrgeous robes, 
paraded through the streets of the 
commercial capital, to offer up prayers 
and hear mass in the cathedral. The 
Bishop of Arras then began a sermon 
upon the blessings of mercy, with a 
running commentary upon the royal 
clemency about to be exhibited. In 
the very outset, however, of his dis- 
course, he was seized with convulsions,' 
which required his removal from the 
pulpit;^ an incident which was not 
considered of felicitous augury. In 
the afternoon, the Duke with his suite 
appeared upon the square in front of 
the Town House. Here a large scaf- 
folding or theatre had been erected. 
The platform and the steps which led 
to it were covered with scadet doth. 
A throne, covered with cloth of gold, 
was arranged in the moat elevated 
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position for the D\ike.^ On the steps 
immediately below him were placed 
two of the most beautiful women in 
Antwerp,' clad in all^orical garments 
to represent Righteousness and Peaces 
The staircase and platform were lined 
with officers,, the square was beset with 
troops, and filled to< its utmost verge 
with an expectant crowd of citizens. 
Toward the close of a -summer's after- 
noon, the Duke, wearing ^ the< f amoua 
hat and sword of the Pope, took his 
seat on the throne with all th& airs of 
royalty.. After ai few preliioainary 
ceremonies, a civil functionary, stand- 
ing between two hevalds, then recited, 
the long-expected act of grace» His 
reading, howev^, was so indistinct, 
that few save the soldiers in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the platform could 
hear a word di the document.^ 

This effect was, perhaps, intentional.. 
Certainly but little enthusiasm could, 
be expected from, the crowd had the^ 
text of the amnesty been heard It 
consisted of three parts— a recitation 
of the wrongs committed, a statement 
of the terms- of pardon, and a long list 
of exceptions. All the sins of omission 
and commission, the heresy,.the public 
preaching, the image-breaking,, the 
Compromise,, the confederacy, the re- 
bellion, were painted in lively colours. 
Pardon, however, was offfered to aU 
those who had not rendered themselves 
liable to poative impeachment, in case 
they should make their peace with the 
Church before the expiration of two 
months, and by confession and repent- 
ance obtadni their absolution.'^ The 
exceptions, however, occupied the 
greater part of the document. When 
the. general act of condemnation had 
been fulminated by which all Nether- 
landers were sentenced to death, the 
exceptions had been very few, and all 
the individuals mentioned by name.^ 
In the act of pardon, the exceptions 
comprehended so many classes of in- 
habitants, that it was impossible for 
any individual to escape a place in 
some one of the categories, whenever 

1 Bor, V. 819. Hoofd, ▼. 201. Btrada^ lib. 
Vii. 354. 
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it should please the government to 
take his life. Expressly excluded from 
the benefit of the act were all minis- 
ters, teachers, dogmatisers, and all who 
had favoured and harboured such dog- 
matisers and preachers; all those in the- 
least degree implicated in the image- 
breaking ; all who had ever been indi- 
vidvaUy suspected of heresy or schism ; 
all who had ever sigried or f avowed the 
Compromise or the Petition to the Re- 
gent; all those'who had taken up arms, 
contributed money, distributed tracts; 
all those i/n anymanner chargeable with 
misprision, or who had failed to de- 
nounce those guilty of heresy. All per- 
sons, however, who were included in 
any of these classes of exceptions might 
report themselves within six months, 
when, upon confession of their crime, 
they might hope for a favourable con- 
sicleration of their caseJ 

Such, in brief, and stripped, of its 
verbiage, was this amnesty for which 
the Netherlands had so long been hop- 
ing. By its provisions, not a man or 
woman was pardoned who had ever 
committed a fault. The innocent alone 
were forgiven. Even they were not 
siu-e of mercy, unless they should ob- 
tain full absolution from the Pope. 
More certainly than ever would the 
accustomed rigour be dealt to all who 
had committed any of those positive 
acts for which so many had already 
lost their heads. The clause by which, 
a possibility of pardon was hinted to 
such criminals, provided they would 
confess and surrender, was justiy re- 
garded as a. trap; No one was de- 
ceived by it. No man, after the ex- 
perience of the last three years, would 
voluntarily thrust his head into the 
lion's mouth, in order to fix it more 
firmly upon his shoulders. No man 
who had effected his escape was likely 
to play informer against himself, in 
hope of obtaining a pardon from which 
all but the most sincere and zealous 
Catholics were in reality excepted. 

The murmur and discontent were 
\miversal, therefore, as soon as the 

* Ibid. 
. 6 See the document in Bor, v. 820, 821. 
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terms of the act became known. Alva 
wrote to the King, to be Bure, "that 
the people were entirely satisfied, Bave 
only the demagogues, who could tole- 
rate no single exception fH)m the am- 
nesty ; " ^ but he could neither deceive 
his sovereign nor himself by such state- 
ments. Cei-tainly, Philip was totally 
disappointed in the effect which he had 
anticipated from the measure. He had 
thought "it would stop ihe mouths of 
many people."' On the contrary, 
every mouth in the Netherlands be- 
came vociferous to denounce the hypo- 
crisy by which a new act of condemna- 
tion had been promulgated under the 
name of a pardon. Viglius, who had 
drawn up an instrument of much am- 
pler clemency, was far from satisfied 
with the measure which had been 
adopted. "Certainly," he wrote to 
his confidant, " a more benignant mea- 
sure was to be expected from so mer- 
ciful a Prince. After four years have 
past, to reserve for punishment and 
for execution all those who during the 
tumult did not, through weakness of 
mind, render as mvxih service to govern- 
ment as brave mep might bave offered, 
is altogether unexampled."* 

Alva could not long affect to believe 
in the people's satisfaction. He soon 
wrote to the King, acknowledging that 
the impression produced by the pardon 
was far from favourable. He attri- 
buted much evil effect to the severe 
censure which was openly pronounced 
upon the act by members of the govern- 
ment, both in Spain and the Nether- 
lands."* He complained that Hopper 
had written to Viglius, that " the most 
severe of the four forms of pardon 
transmitted had been selected ; " the 
fact being, that the most lenient one 
had been adopted.' If this were so, 
whose imagination is powerful enough 
to portray the three which had been 

* Oorrespondance de Philippo II., ii 965. 
•-'-"Con prran oontentamieiito de pueblo, 
aiinquo los que elgobieman do le ban tenido 
tanto, porque no -quisieron excepciou nin- 
guna." 

* " Cierto seria ya tiempo de dar esta pfer- 
dony taparia la boca & mucbos."— Marginal 
note by Philip on a letter from Qranvelle. 
Correspoudance de Philippe II., ii. 816. 
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^ Correspondance de Philippe IL, il 080. 
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burned, and which, although more 
severe than the fierce document pro- 
mulgated, were still entitled acts of 
pardon? The Duke spoke bitterly of 
the manner in which influential persons 
in Madrid had openly abominated the 
cruel form of amnesty which had been 
decreed.* His authority in the Nether- 
lands was abready sufficiently weakened, 
he said, and such censure upon his 
actions from head-quarter&did not tend 
to improve it. " In truth," he added, 
almost pathetically, " it is not wonder- 
ful that the whole nation should be ill- 
disposed towards me, for I certainly 
have done nothing to make them love 
me. At the same time, such language 
transmitted from Madrid -does not in- 
crease their tenderness."' 

In short, viewed as a measure by 
which government, without disarming 
itself of its terrible powers, was to 
pacify the popular mind, the^ amnesty 
was a failure. Viewed as a net, by 
which fresh victims should be enticed 
to entangle themselves, who had al- 
ready made their way into the distant 
atmosphere of liberty, it was equally 
unsuccessful A few very obscure in- 
dividuals made their appearance to 
claim the benefit of the act, before the 
six months had expired. With these 
it was thought expedient to deal gently, 
but no one was deceived by such cle- 
mency. As the common people ex- 
pressed themselves, the net was not 
spread on that occasion for finches.^ 

Hie wits of the Netherlands, seek- 
ing relief from their wretched condi- 
tion in a still more wretched quibble, 
transposed two letters of the word 
Pardona, and re-baptized the new 
measure Pandora.® The conceit was 
not without meaning. The amnesty, 
descending from supernal regions, had 
been ushered into the presence of 
mortals as a messenger laden with 



« Ibid., ii. 1007. 

< " Los EspMifioles en el consejo abomina- 
ron de tal forma de perdon."— -Oorrespon- 
dance de Philippe II., li. 885. 

t Ibid, ii. 1007. 

8 Zynde terstondt het zeggen, datmendit 
niet voor de vinken maar voor gtootet voog- 
heleu gespreyt had." — Hoofd, v. 202. Se» 
also Bor. v. 321. 

» Ibid. 
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heavenly gifts. The ca8ket> when 
opened, had diffused curses instead of 
blessings. There, however, the classi- 
cal analogy ended ; for it would have 
puzzled all the pedants of Louvain to 
discover Hope lurking, under any dis- 
guise, within the clauses of the paodon. 

Very soon after the promulgation of 
this celebrated act, the new bride of 
Philip, Anne of Austria, passed through 
the Netherlands, on her way to Mad- 
rid. During her brief stay in Brussels, 
she granted an interview to the Dow- 
ager Countess of Hom.^ That un- 
happy lady, having seen her eldest 
son, the head of her illustrious house, 
so recently perish on the scaffold, 
wished to ma^e a last effort in behalf 
of the remaining one, then closely con- 
fined in the prison of Segovia. The 
Archduchess solemnly promised that 
his release should be the first boon 
which she would request of her royal 
bridegrdom, and the bereaved countess 
retired almost with a hope.' 

A short digression must here be 
allowed, to narrate the remaining for- 
tunes of that son, the ill-starred Seig- 
neur- de Montigny. His mission to 
Madrid in company of the Marquis 
Berghen has already been related. 
The last and most melancholy scene 
in the life of his fellow-envoy has 
been described in a recent chapter. 
After that ominous event, Montigny 
became most anxious- to effect his 
retreat- from Spain. He had , been 
separated more than a year from 
his few months* bride. He was not 
imprisoned, but he felt himself under 
the most rigid although secret inspec- 
tion. It was utterly impossible for 
him to obtain leave to return, or to 
take his departure without permission. 
On one occasion, having left the city 
accidentally for a ride on horseback to 
an adjoining village, he found himself 
surrounded by an unexpected escort 
of forty troopers. Still, however, the 
King retained a smiling mien. To 
Montign/s repeated and urgent re- 
quests for dismissal, Philip graciously 
urged his desire for a continuance of 
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1 Hoofd, V. 172. 
« Ibid., V. 172, 178. 
* Meteren, iii. 64. 



Meteren, iii. j4. 



his visit. He was requested to remain 
in order to accompany his sovereign 
upon that journey to the Netherlands, 
which woidd not be much longer de- 
layed.^ In his impatience anything 
seemed preferable to the state of sus- 
pense in which he was made to linger. 
He eagerly offered, if he were accused 
or suspected of crime, to surrender 
himself to imprisonment if he only 
could be brought to trial.* Soon after 
Alva's arrival in the Netherlands, the 
first part of this offer was accepted. 
No sooner were the arrests of Egmont 
and Horn known in Madrid than Mon- 
tigny was deprived of his liberty, and 
closely confined in the alcazar of Se- 
govia.^ Here he remained imprisoned 
for eight or nine months in a high 
tower, with no attendant save a young 
page, Arthur de Munter, who had ac- 
companied him from the Netherlands.^ 
Eight men-at-arms were expressly em- 
ployed to watch over him and to pre- 
vent his escape. 

One day, towards the middle of July 
1568, a band of pilgrims, some of them 
in Flemish attire, went through the 
streets of Segovia. They were chant- 
ing, as was customary on such occa- 
sions, a low, monotonous song, in which 
Montigny, who happened to be listen- 
ing, suddenly recognised the language 
of his fatherland. His surprise was 
still greater when, upon paying closer 
attention, he distinguished thp terrible 
meaning of the song. The pretended 
pilgrims, having no other means o£ 
communication with the prisoner, were 
singing for his information the tragic 
fates of his brother. Count Horn, and 
of his friend. Count Egmont. Mingled 
with the strain were warnings of his 
own approaching doom, if he wer^ not 
able to effect his escape before it should 
be too late. Thus by this friendly 
masquerade did Montigny learn the 
fate of his brother, which otherwise, 
in that land of terrible secrecy, might 
have been concealed from Mm for 
ever.^ 

The hint as to his own preservation 
was not lost upon him, and he at once 



« Meteren. f. 58, 64. 

» Ibid., 64. 

» Hoofd, V. 172. 
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set about a plan of escape. He suc- 
ceeded in gaining over to his interests 
one of the eight soldiers by whom he 
was guarded, and he was thus enabled 
to communicate with many of his own 
.adherents without the prison walls. 
His major-domo "had previously been 
-permitted to furnish lus master s table 
with provisions dressed by his own 
cook. A correspondence was now 
carried on by means of letters <;on- 
cealed within the loaves of bread sent 
daily to the prisoner.^ In the same 
way files were provided for sawing 
through his window-bars.' A very 
delicate ladder of ropes, by which he 
was to effect his escape into the court 
•below, was also transmitted. The 
plan had been completely arranged. A 
certain Pole employed in the enterprise 
was to be at Hemani, with horses in 
readiness to convey them to San Se- 
bastian.* There a sloop had been en- 
gaged, and was waiting their arrival 
Montigny accordingly, ia a letter en- 
closed within a loaf of bread — the last, 
as he hoped, which he should break in 
prison — was instructed, after cutting 
off his beard and otherwise disguising 
his person, to execute his plan and 
join his confederates at Hemani.* Un- 
fortunately, the major-domo of Mon- 
tigny was in love. Upon the eve of 
departure from Spain, his farewell in- 
terview with his mistress was so much 
protracted that the care of sending the 
bread was left to another. The sub- 
stitute managed so imskilfuUy that the 
loaf was brought to the commandant 
of the castle, and not to the prisoner. 
The commandant broke the bread, dis- 
covered the letter, and became master 
of the whole plot. AH persons engaged 
in the enterprise were immediately 
condemned to death, and the Spanish 
soldier executed without delay. The 
others being considered, on account of 
their loyalty to their master, as deserv- 
ing a commutation of punishment, 
were sent to the galleys. The major- 
domo, whose ill-timed gallantry had 

1 Meteren, iil 64. Hoofd, ▼. 172. 

« Ibid. 
Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 776. 

< Ibid. 

6 Hoofd, Meteren, ubi sup. 
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thus cost Montigny bis liberty, le* 
ceived two hnndred IsBhfiB m adfekm 
All, howevec, were evcntoaSy ivisHBd 
from imprisonment.' 

The unfortunate goitleniaa was wifv 
kept in still closer oonfmenient in loi 
lonely tower. As all his adhennfai had 
been disposed of, he eoold no kager 
entertain a hope of escape. Jm tfa 
autumn of this year (1568^ it wu 
thought expedient by Alra to Inng 
his case formally before tiie Bkxid 
CounciL Montigny had oannnittBd no 
crime, but he was one of that band d. 
popular nobles whose deaths had beoi 
long decreed. Letters were aoear£ngij 
sent to Spain, empowerixig oertain 
functionaries there to inatitiitB that 
preliminary examination, whidi, as 
usual, was to be the only trial Toadi- 
safed. A long list of interrogatories 
was addressed to him on Febniary 7, 
1569, in his prison at S^poria. A wedc 
afterwards, be was again viaited by the 
alcalde, who read over to him the 
answers which he had made on the 
first occasion, and required him to 
confirm them. He was then directed 
to send his procuration to oertain per- 
sons in the Netherlands, whom he 
might wish to appezur in his behalf. 
Montigny complied by sending aevoal 
names, with a clause of sub^atation. 
All the persons thus appointed, how- 
ever, declined to act, unless they ooold 
be furnished with a copy of the pro- 
curation, and with a statement of the 
articles of accusation. This was pom- 
tively refused by the Blood CounciL 
Seeing no possibility of rendering ser- 
vice to their friend by performing any 
part in this mockery of justice, liiey 
refused to accept the procuration. 
They could not defend a case when 
not only the testimony, but even the 
charges against the accused were kept 
secret. An individual was accordingly 
appointed by government to appear in 
the prisoner's behalf.* 

Thus the forms of justice were ob- 
served, and Montigny, a close prisoner 



< Gachard, notes page 123. Correspon- 
dance de Philippe II., ii. 

Antoine de Penjn, one of those nominated 
by Montigny, was the pers<m selected bv the 
government. — Correspondance de I^iilippe 
II., ii. 870 ; and note by Gachard on p. 90. 



1570.] 

in the tower of Segovia, was put upon 
trial for his life in Brussels. Certainly 
nothing could exceed the irony of such 
a process. The advocate htd never 
seen his <;lient, thousands of miles a- 
way, and was allowed to hold no com- 
miiiication with him by letter. The 
proceedings were instituted by a sum- 
mons, addressed by the Duke of Alva 
to Madame de Montigny in Brussels. 
That unhappy lady could only appeal 
to the King. ** Convinced/' she said, 
"that her husband was innocent of 
the chai>ges brought against him, she 
threw herself, overwhelmed and con- 
sumed by tears and misery, at his 
Majesty's feet. She begged the King 
to remember the past services of Mon- 
tigny, her own youth, and tibat she 
had enjoyed his company but four 
months. By aU these considerations, 
and by the passion of Jesus Christ, she 
adjured the monarch to pardon any 
faults which her husband might have 
committed."^ The reader can easily 
judge how much effect such a tender 
appeal was like to have upon the heart 
of Philip. From that rock, thus feebly 
smitten, there flowed no fountain of 
mercy. It was not more certain that 
Montigny 's answers to the interroga- 
tories addressed to him had created a 
triumphant vindication ^ of his course, 
than that suchi vindication would be 
utterly powerless to save his life. The 
charges preferred against him were 
similar to those which had brought 
Egmont and Horn to the block, and it 
certainly created no ground of hope 
for him, that he could prove himself 
even more innocent of su£^icioiis con- 
duct than they had done. On the 4th 
March 1570, accordingly, the Duke of 
Alva pronoimced sentence against him. 
The sentence declared that his head 
should be cut off, and afterwards ex- 
posed to public view upon the head of 
a pike.2 Upon the 18th March 1570, 

1 CorreBpondance de Philippe H.,ii. 879. 
Letter of Helen de Melon. Dame de Mon- 
tigny. 

2 Gachard, note to page 123. Correspon- 
dance de Philippe II., ii. 

» Correspondaiice de Philippe II., ii. 987. 

* Ibid, ii. 938, 989. 

* Relation transmitted by Philip to Alva. 
Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 99((. 
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the Duke addressed a requisitoiy letter 
to the alcaldes, corregidors, and other 
judges of Castile, empowering them to 
carry the sentence into execution.* 

On the arrival of this requisition 
there was a serious debate before the 
King in tjouncil.* It seemed to be the 
general opinion that there had been 
almost severity enough in the Nether- 
lands for the presents The spectacle 
of the public execution of another dis- 
tinguished personage, it was thought, 
might now prove more irritating than 
salutary.* The Kingwas of this opinion 
himself. It certainly did not occur to 
him or to his advisers that this con- 
sideration should lead them to spare 
the life of an innocent man. The 
doubts entwtained as to the expedi- 
ency of a fresh murder were not allowed 
to benefit the prisoner, who, besides 
being a loyal subject and a communi- 
cant of the ancient Church, was also 
clothed in the white robes of an envoy, 
claiming not only justice but hospi- 
tality as the deputy of Philip's sister, 
Margaret of Parma. These considera- 
tions probably never occurred to the 
mind of his Majesty. In view, how- 
ever, of the peculiar circumstances of 
the case, it was unanimously agreed 
that there should be no more blood 
publicly shed. Most of the councillors 
were in favour of slow poison.' Mon- 
tigny's meat and drink, they said, 
should be daily drugged, so that he 
might die by little and little.^ Philip, 
however, terminated these disquisi- 
tions by deciding that the ends of 
justice would not be thus sufficiently 
answered. The prisoner, he had re- 
solved, should be regularly executed, 
but the deed should be secret, and it 
should be publicly annoimced that he 
had died of a f ever,^ 

This point having been settled, the 
King now set about the arrangement 
of his plan with all that close attention 

• Relation transmitted by Philip to Alva. 
Oorresp. de Philippe II., ii. 996. 
' Ibid- 

8 Ibid. ** Parescia "k los mas que era 

bien darle un bocado, o echar alyim genero 
de venen en la comida 6 bebida, con que sa 
fuese moriendo poco & poco." 

9 Relation transmitted by Philip, etc 
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to detail which marked his character. 
The patient industry which, had God 
given him a hmnan heart and a love 
of right, might have made him a use- 
ful monarch, he now devoted to a 
scheme of midnight murder, with a 
tranquil sense of enjoyment which 
seems almost incredible. There is no 
exaggeration in calling the deed a 
munier, for it certainly was not sanc- 
tioned by any law, divine or human, 
nor just&ed nor excused by any of 
the circumstances which are supposed 
to palliate homicide. Nor, when the 
elaborate and superfluous luxury of 
arrangements made by Philip for the 
accomplishment of his design is con- 
sidered, can it be doubted that he 
found a positive pleasure in his task. 
It would almost seem that he had 
become jealous of Alva's achievements 
in the work of slaughter. He appeared 
willing to prove to those immediately 
about him, that however capable might 
be the Viceroy of conducting public 
executions on a grand and terrifying 
scale, there was yet a certain delicacy 
of finish never attained by Alva in 
such business, and which was all his 
Majesty's own. The King was resolved 
to make the assassination of Montigny 
a masterpiece. 

On the 17th August 1570, he accord- 
ingly directed Don Eugenio de Peralta, 
concierge of the fortress of Simancas, 
to repau: to Segovia, and thence to 
remove l^e Seigneur Montigny to 
Simancas.^ Here he was to be strictly 
immured, yet was to be allowed at 
times to walk in the corridor adjoin- 
ing his chamber. On the 7th October 
following, the licentiate Don Alonzo 
de Avellano, alcalde of Valladolid, was 
furnished with an order addressed by 
the King to Don Eugenio de Peralta, 
requiring him to place the prisoner in 
the hands of the said licentiate, who 
was charged with the execution of 
Alva's sentence.* This fimctionary 
had, moreover, been provided with a 
minute letter of instructions, which 
had been drawn up according to the 
King's directions, on the 1st October.'* 



1 Relation sent by Philip. CorresjMjn- 
dance de Philippe II., ii. 996. 
* Cornespondanoe do Philippe II., il. »82. 
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In these royal ihstructions, it was 
stated that, although the sentence was 
for a public execution, yet the King 
had decided in favour of a private one 
within the walls of the fortress. It 
was to be managed so that no one 
should suspect that Montigny had 
been executed, but so that, on the 
contrary, it should be universally said 
and believed that he had died a natural 
death. Very few persons, all sworn 
and threatened into secresy, were there- 
fore to be employed. Don Alonzo 
was to start immediately for Valla- 
dolid, which was within two short 
leagues of Simancas. At that place 
he would communicate with Doii Eu- 
genio, and arrange the mode, day, and 
hour of execution. He would leave 
Valladolid on the evening before a 
holiday, late in the afternoon, so as to 
arrive a little after dark at Simancas. 
He would take with him a confidential 
notary, an executioner, and as few ser- 
vants as possible. Immediately upon 
his entrance to the fortress, he was to 
communicate the sentence of death to 
Montigny, in presence of Don Eugenio 
and of one or two other persons. He 
would then console him^ in which task 
he would be assisted by Don Eugenio.* 
He would aften^^ards leave him with 
the religious person who would be 
i^pointed for that purpose. That 
■night and the whole of the following 
day, which would be a festival, till 
after midnight, would be allotted te 
Montigny, that he might have time to 
confess, to receive the sacraments, te 
convert himself to Gk)d, and to repent. 
Between one and two o'clock in the 
morning the execution was to take 
place, in presence of the ecclesiastic, 
of Don Eugenio de Peralta, of the . 
notary, and of one or two other per- 
sons, who would be needed by the 
executioner. The ecclesiastic was te 
be a wise and prudent person, and to 
be informed how little confidence 
Montigny inspired in the article of 
faith. H the prisoner should wish to 
make a will, it could not be permitted. 
As all his property had been confis- 

* See its analysis in Correspondauce de 
Philippe II., ii. 983. 

* Correspondauce de Philippe II., ii. 083. 
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eated, he could dkpoee pI Botltin^. 
Should he, however, desire to mflko 
a memorial of the debts whick be 
would wkb |jaidt he was to be albvred 
that Eberty, It waa, however, to be 
eti|j'U]atedT that he was ta mak^ no 
aJluaioD., in any memorial or letter 
which be might write, to the cseccuiion. 
which waa abaat to take place. He 
was to vise the latigujige of a jr^an 
teriousl}f itlf and tcho feah AithW/ at 
the poini of deatA.^ By this inlemal 
lag^mnity it waa proposed to make 
tJbLe Tictim ad accomplico in the plot, 
and to place a falae exculpatian of his 
aesasaiDs in his dying lipa^ The exe- 
cution having been fulfilled^ and the 
death having been, announced with 
thedisalTnulation prescribed, thebxiri^l 
waa to tAke pkce iq tb« church of 
S^nt BavkfUTj m SimancasL A mode- 
late degree ai pomp^ such aa befitted 
& person of Montiguy's quality, wag to 
be aJlowedj and a decent tomb erected, 
A grand maaa was also to be celebrated^ 
with a respectable number, " Bay Hevec 
hundred/* of lesser majsaea. Ab the 
servants of the defunct were few in 
number, continued the frugal * King, 
they might be provided each with a. 
euit of mourning,*^ Having thus pesr- 
HonaUy arranged all the details of this 
eecret work, from the reading of the 
6eQtence to the burial of the prisoDer ; 
having settled not only the mode of 
his departure from life, but of hie 
posE^e through pui^gatoryj the King 
despatch^ the agent on hjs minion. 
The royal prograumQe was faithfully 
enacted. Don Alonzo arrived at Valla- 
dolid, and miide his arrangerweut^ with 
Don Eugenki* It was agreed that a 
paper, prepat^d by royal authority, 
and brought by Don Alonzo from 
Madrid, diould be thrown into the 
corridor of Montigny's prisoii. Thia 
Iia|»er, written in Latinj rau as follows : 
*' la the nightj as I under^ti-uid, there 
will be no chance for your escape. In 
the day-time there will bo many ; for 



1 Corrospoaidaiice de FhiUppe H., IL SSS. 
«Ihld. 

* Oflchardt note t*} pags I5fl of Correspon- 
dsmm da Pbilippe Ih, ii. 

* lbid» ii 08<1-e&S. 

< IbM.^ IL 083 1 and Gadiatd, Intru^uc- 



441 

jou are then in charge of a single 
gouty guardian, no match in strength 
or speed for so vigorous a man as you. 
Make your escape from the 8th to the 
1 2th of October, at any hour you caUi 
and take the road contiguous to the 
castle gate through which you en teredo 
You will find Kobert and Joha, who 
will be ready with hordes, and with 
everything necessary. May God far 
vour your undertaking. — E. D. M."^ 

The letter, thus designedly thrown 
into the corridor by one confederate, 
was soon afterwards picked up by the 
other, who immediately taxed Mon- 
tigny with an attempt to escape.* 
Notwithstanding the vehement pro- 
testations of innocence naturally made 
by the prisoner, hia pretended project 
was m«le the pretext for a etiU chjser 
impHsonnient in the " Bkbup's Tow- 
er*"* A letter, lortWero at Madrid, by 
Philip's orderSj, had heeit hrojight by 
J}q^ Alamo to SlmancaSf ftari'u.ttng btf 
antmjiation tkeise mrcmmlance», prc- 
dselif (M tfie^ had n&w acowretl* It, 
moreover, stated that Montigny^ in 
consequence of hid elose confinement, 
had faUcT* grkmmtly ill, and that he 
would receive all the attention com- 
patible with hla safe keeping. This 
letter,, according to previous orders, 
waa now ttigned hp JM>n, Evffftiio de 
p6raUa, dated lOtli Octo1>er 1570, a^nd 
ptthliclif d^i^titched to Philip J It was 
ihuB formally ^tabliahed that Mon- 
fcigny wa^ seriously ill A physician, 
thoroughly instructed and sworn to 
secrecy, waa now ostentatiously ad- 
mitted to the tower, bringing with 
him a vast (quantity of drugs. He 
duly droulated among the towns- 
people^ oti his return, hia opinion 
that the illustrioas prisoner was af- 
flicted with a disorder from which it 
was almost imposaible that he should 
recover.^ Thus, thanks to Philip's 
masterly precautions, not a person in 
Madrid or Simancas waj3 ignorant that 
Montigny was dying of a fever, with 



tion bo Corraspondaiice do Fhilippg IL, t 
• Eeb.tbn, otix ConraspomiAQce dm Phi- 
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the single exception of the patient 
himself. 

On Saturday, the 14th of October, 
at nightfall, Don Alonzo de AveUano, 
accompanied by the prescribed indi- 
viduals, including Fray Hernando del 
Castillo, an ecclesiastic of high reputa- 
tion, made their appearance at the 
prison of Simancas. At ten in the 
evening the emnouncement of the sen- 
tence was made to Montigny. He was 
visibly agitated at the sudden intelli- 
gence, for it was entirely unexpected 
by hiin.^ He had, on the contrary, 
hoped much from the intercession of 
the Queen, whose arrival he had 
already learned.^ He soon recovered 
himself, however, and requested to be 
left alone with the ecclesiastic All 
the night and the following day were 
passed in holy ofi&ces. He conducted 
himself with great moderation, courage, 
and tranquillity. He protested his en- 
tire innocence of any complicity with 
the Prince of Orange, or of any dis- 
loyal designs or sentiments at any 
I)eriod of his life. He drew up a 
memorial, expressing his strong attach- 
ment to every point of the Catholic 
faith, from which he had never for an 
instant fwerved,^ His whole demean- 
our was noble, submissive, and Chris- 
tian. " In every essential," said Fray 
Hernando, "he conducted himself so 



1 Relation, etc. Also Letter of Fray Her- 
nando del Castillo to Doctor Velasoo, in 
Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 992. 

2 Ibid.— It will be perceived that Philip 
had taken precautionary measures against 
the request which his young bride, aocord- 
ingto her promise to the Dowager Countess 
of Horn, had promised to prefer in behalf of 
Montigny. According to Meteren, who 
upon this occasion has been followed by 
]§or and Hoofd, as well as by later hist«>- 
rians, Philip determined to despatch the 

Erisoner before the arrival of the Queen, 
1 order that he might not be obliged to 
refuse her first request They ad(C that 
Montigny was accordingly poisoned ia a 
pottage which his own page was com- 
pelled to administer to him. The page was 
threatened with death if he revealed the 
secret, says Hoofd ; but according to Mete- 
ren, he did discover the deed to his intimate 
friends. A burning fever was said to have 
been produced by the poison, which car- 
ried off the victim on the 1st October. The 
Queen sailed from Flushing on the 26th 
St^tember, and although these writers are 
mistaken as to the exact date and manner 



well that we who remain may bear him 
envy."* He wrote a paper of instruc- 
tions concerning hisfaithful and bereav- 
ed dependants. He placed his signet 
ring, attached to a small gold chain, 
in the hands of the ecclesiastic, to be 
by him transmitted to his wife. An- 
other ring, set with turquois, he sent 
to his mother-in-law, the Princess 
Espinoy, from whom he had received 
it. About an hour after midnight, on 
the morning, therefore, of the 16th of 
October, F^y Hernando gave notice 
that the prisoner was ready to die. 
The alcalde Don Alonzo then entered^ 
accompanied by the executicmer and 
the notary. The sentence of Alva 
was now again recited, the alcalde 
adding that the King, ^'out of his 
clemency and benignity," had sabsfci- 
tuted a secret for a public execution. 
Montigny admitted that the JTidgment 
would be just and the punishment 
lenient, if it were conceded that the 
charges against him were true. His 
enemies, however, while he had been 
thus immured, had possessed the power 
to accuse him as they listed. He 
ceased to speak, and the executioner 
then came forward and strangled him. 
The alcalde, the notary, and the emd- 
cutioner then immediately started for 
Valladolid, so that no person next 
morning knew that they had heesi 



of the murder, yet they were certainly well 
informed as to the general li^tures of the 
mysterious transaction. Their statement, 
that Montigny was dead before the Queen 
left the ship, is manifestly a mistaken one, 
for it appears by the letter of Fray Homaudo 
that the prisoner had already learned the 
news of her arrival. Still he was, without 
doubt, represented by Philip to the Queen as 
already dead or dying, and the maflteriy 
precautions taken rendered contradiction 
impossible. He had already been removed 
to Simancas, on the 1st October, and was 
reported grievously ill on the 10th. These 
contemporaries may be forgiven fbr haviojf 
given the poisoned pottage instead of the 
^* garotte," as the real instrument of death; 
and this is almost the only mistake which 
they have made, now that the nanation is 
compared with the detailed statement made 
by Philip himself.— V. Meteran, iii. 64. 
Hoofd, V. 172, 178. Compare Wagenaer. 
Vaderl. HisL. Deel., vi 246; Bor,lv. 18i 
(266). 

s Correspondance de Phil^pe II., ii. 990. 

* Letter of Fray Hernando, etc 
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that ni||ht at Simancas, nor could 
goesB the daiic: deed which they had 
then and there accomplished.^ The 
terrible secret they were forbidden, 
on pain of death, to reveal 

Montigny, immediately after his 
death, was dothed in the habit of 
Saint Francis, in order to conceal the 
marks of strangulation. In the ^course 
of the day the body was depoated, ac- 
cording to the King's previous orders, 
in the church of Saint Saviour. Don 
Eugenic de Peralta, who superintended 
the interment, uncovered the face of 
the defunct to prove his identity, which 
was instantly recognised by many sor- 
rowing servants. The next morning 
the second letter, ^prepared by Philip 
long before, and brottght by Don Alonzo 
de Avellano to Simancas, received the 
date of 17th October 1570, together 
with the signature of Don Eugenic de 
Peralta, keeper of Simancas iortress, 
and was then publicly despatched to 
the King.^ It s^ted that, notwith- 
standing the care given to the Seig- 
neur de Montigny in his severe illness 
by the physicians who had attended 
him, he had continued to grow worse 
and worse until the previous morning 
between three and foiu: o'clock, when 
he had expired. The Fray Hernando 
del Castillo, who had accidentally 
happened to be at Simancas, had per- 
formed the holy offices, at the request 
of the deceased, who had died in so 
catholic a frame of mind, that great 
hopes might be entertained of his sal- 
vation. Although he possessed no 
property, yet his burial had beai con- 
ducted very respectably.^ 

On the 3d of November 1670, these 
two letters, ostensibly written by Don 
Eugenic de Peralta, were transmitted 
by Philip to the Duke of Alva. They 
were to serve as evidence of the state- 
ment which the Governor-General was 
now instructed to make, that the Seig- 

1 Letter of Fray Hernando. Correspon- 
dance de Philippe II., ii. 992-096. 

3 Correspondance de Phil^pe II., IL 994- 
696. 

* " Mostrando descuidada y dissimulada- 
mente."— Correspondauce de Philippe II., 
it 997. 

* " Esto n^smo borrad de la ciftra, que de 
los muertos no hay que bacer, cdno buen 
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neur de Montigny had died a natural 
death in the fortress of Simancas. By 
the same courier, the filing likewise 
forwarded a secret memoir^ containing 
the exact history of the' dark transac- 
tion, from which memoir the foregoing 
accoimt has been prepared. At the 
same time the Duke was instructed 
publicly to exhibit the lying letters of 
Don Eugenic de Peralta,' as contain- 
ing an authentic statement of the 
affair. The King observed, moreover, 
in his letter, that there was not a per- 
son in Spain who doubted that Mon- 
tigny had died of a fever. He added, 
that if the sentiments of the deceased 
nobleman had been at all in confor- 
mity with his external manifestations, 
according to the accounts received of 
his last moments, it was to be hoped 
that God would have mercy upon his 
soul. The secretary who copied the 
letter took the liberty of adding, how- 
ever, to this paragraph the suggestion, 
that "if Montigny were really a he- 
retic, the devil, who always assists 
his children in such moments, would 
hardly have failed him in his dying 
hour." Philip, displeased with this 
flippancy, caused the passage to be 
erased. He even gave vent to his 
royal indignation in a marginal note, 
to the effect that we should always 
express favourable judgments concemr 
ing the dead* — a pious sentiment 
always dearer to writing-masters than 
to historians. It seemed never to have 
occurred, however, to this remarkable 
moralist, that it was quite as repre- 
hensible to strangle an innocent man 
as to speak ill of him after his de- 



Thus perished Baron Montigny, f our 
years after his arrival in Madrid as 
Duchess Margaret's ambassador, and 
three years after the death of his 
fellow-envoy. Marquis Berghen. No 
apology is necessary for so detailed an 

juicio." — Correepondauce de Philippe II., ii. 
997, 

» On the 22d March 1671, a decree con- 
demning the memory of Montigfny, and con- 
Ascating all his estates, was duly issued ^ij 
the Duke of Alva, "in consequence of infor- 
mation then just received that the said 
seigneur had departed life by a natural death 
in the fortress of Simancas." — Correspon- 
dance de Philippe II., ii. 1016. 
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account of this dark and secret tragedy. 
The great transactions of a reign are 
sometimes paltry things ; great battles 
and great treaties, after Tast consump- 
tion of life and of breath, often leave 
the world where they found it. The 
events which occupy many of the 
statelier pages of history, and which 
have most lived in the mouths of men, 
frequently contain but commonplace 
lessons of philosophy. It is perhaps 
otherwise when, by the resuscitation 
of secret documents, over which the 
dust of three centuries has gathered, 
we are enabled to study the internal 
working of a system of perfect tyranny. 
Liberal institutions, republican or con- 
stitutional governments, move in the 
daylight ; we see their mode of opera- 
tion, feel the jar of their wheels, and 
are often needlessly alarmed at their 
apparent tendencies. The reverse of 
the picture is not alwavs so easily 
attainable. When, therefore, we find 
a careful portrait of a consummate 
tyrant, painted by his own hand, it is 
worth our while to pause for a mo- 
ment, that we may carefully peruse 
the lineaments. Certainly, we shall 
afterwards not love liberty the less. 

Towards the end of the year 1670, 
still another and a terrible misfortune 
descended upon the Netherlands* It 
was now the hand of Qod which smote 
the unhappy coimtry, already so tor- 
tured by the cruelty of war. An inun- 
dation, more tremendous than any 
which had yet been recorded in those 
annals so prolific in such catastrophes, 
now swept the whole coast from 
Flanders to Friesland.^ Not the me- 
morable deluge of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, out of which the Zuyder Zee was 
bom ; not that in which the waters of 
the Dollart had closed for ever over 
the villages and churches of Groningen ; 
not one of those perpetually recurring 
floods by which the inhabitants of the 
Netherlands, year after year, were re- 
called to an anxious remembrance of 
the watery chaos out of which their 
fatherland had been created, and into 
which it was in daily danger of resolv- 

1 Bor, V. 829. Hoofd, vl. 206, 206. 
« Ibid , vi. 206. 
* Uoofd, ubi sup. 
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ing itself again, had excited %o much 
t^Tor and caused so much destructiozL 
A continued and violent gale from the 
north-west had long been sweeping the 
Atlantic waters'into the North Sea, 
and had now piled them upon the fra- 
gile coasts of the provinces. The 
dykel^ tasked beyond their strength, 
burst in eveiy direction. The eities 
of Flanders, to a considerable distance 
inland, were suddenly invaded by the 
waters of the ocean.' The whole nai^ 
row peninsula of North . Holland was 
in imminent danger of being swept 
away for ever.^ Betwe^i Amsterdam 
and Meyden, the great Diemer dyke 
was brok^ throu^ in twelve places. 
The Hand-bos, a bulwark formed of 
oaken piles, fastenedwith metal clamps, 
moored with iron anchors, and secured 
by gravel and granite, was snapped to 
pieces like packthread. The '* Sleeper," 
a dyke thus called, because it was nsa* 
ally left in repose by the elements, ex- 
cept in great emergeneies, alone held 
firm, and prevented the consummation 
of the catastrophe.'* Still the ocean 
poured in upon \he land with terrible 
fury. Dort, Rotterdam, and many 
other cities were, for a time, almost 
submerged. Along the coast, fishing 
vessels, and even ships of laiger size, 
were floated up into the country, where 
they entangled tiiemselves in groves 
and orchards, or beat to pieces the 
roo& and walls of houses.^ The de- 
struction of life and of property was 
enormous throughout the maritime 
provinces, but in Friesland the desola- 
tion was complete. There nearly all 
the dykes and slmces were dashed to 
fragments ; the country, far and wide, 
converted into an angry sea. The 
steeples and towers of inland cities 
became islands of the ocean. Thou- 
sands of human beings were swept out 
of existence in a few hours. Whole 
districts of territory, with all their 
villages, farms, and churches, were 
rent from their places,^ borne along 
by the force of the waves, sometimes 
to be lodged in another part of the 
country, sometimes to be entirely en- 



* Ibid » Ibid. 

« Hoofd, vi. 206, 206. Bor, vi. 82». 
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^Ifad. Multittidea of men, women* 
c^Hdroii, ojf horaea, oxMi, wheep* and 
©very domeatie anitniU^ wpre f^truggling 
IB the waves in every directioa. Every 
boat, and every article which eoidd 
serve £U$ a baat, were eiagerlj seized 
upon. Every houBe waa inundated ; 
even th6 gTave-yardB gave up their 
dead. The living infejit in his cradle^ 
and, the long-hiiried eorpse in his cof- 
fin, floated side by^ side. The ancient 
Flood seemed about to be renewed. 
Everywhere, upon tbe top of trees, 
upon i^e steeples of ohnrabea, hu- 
iQAn beings were clustered, praying 

L-God {or mercnfi and to their feibw- 
for aaiiistanee.^ As the storm at 
W9M subsiding, boats beigan to ply 
In every direction, eaving those wlm 
were j^IU struggling in the water, pick- 
tag f ugitivBH from roofs and tree-teipa. 
And eollectiing the bodies of those al- 
ready drowned, Colonol BobloB, Seig- 
neur de Billy* formerly much hated 
far his Spanish or Portuguese bloody 
noade himielf yery active In thia bu- 
xnane worL By hia exertions, and 
thoBS of the troops belonging to Qro- 
ningen, many lives were reaoued^ and 
graititude replaced the ancient animo^ 
oityi It was estimated that at leaat 
twenty tbousand persouE were de- 
fltnjyed in the province of Friesiand 
alcme. Throughout the NetberlftUfls, 
one bmidred thousand peraons perished. 
Thfi damage done to property^ the num- 
l>er of animals engulfed in tbe aea, were 
olnioet tnoalculable.^ 

These events took place on the 1st 
and 2d November 1570, The former 
liappened to be tbe day of All Saints, 
&iia the 3]pniards miiint[iined loudly 
tliat tbe vengeance of Heaven had de- 
ecende^l upon the abode of heretics.^ 
Tbe Nethorlanders looked upo^i the 
catastrophe aa ominous of still more 
terrible misfortunes in store for fchem* 
They seemed doomed to destruction 
by God and man. An overwhelming 
tyranny hnd long been chafing against 
their constitutional bulwarks, only to 
Aweep over them at last ; atid now the 



im 



I Hoard, Bur, ubi tfitp. atrad^ lib. vii. 



resistlei^s ocean, imp&tient Clf noiin^fl 
feeble barriers, had at lost risen to re- 
claim his prey. Nature^f as if di^poBed 
to put to the blush the feeble cruelty 
of man, had thus wrought more havoc 
in a few hours, than bigotry, however 
active* could effect in many years. 

Nearly at the close of this year (1 570) 
aa inoident occurred, iUuatrating the 
ferocious courage m often erigetidered 
in civil contests. Ou the weai<3rn y^r^^ 
of the Isle of Bommelt sboi>d the castle 
of LowestehfL The ifilaDd is not io the 
sea. It is the narrow but important 
territory which ia eDclo^ed between 
the MeuBB and the W&al. The castle, 
placed in a slender hook, at the j unc- 
tion of the two rivers, commanded the 
two citieg of Gorcmn and Dorcum, Ekud 
the whole navigation of the waters."* 
One evening, towards the end of De- 
cember^ four monks, wearing the cowls 
and robes of Mendicant Grey Friars^ 
demanded hnepltji^Hty at the castle 
gste.^ They were at once ushered into 
the prearjnce of the commandant, a 
brother of President Tisaacq* He waa 
standing by the fire, convensing with 
his wife. The foremost monk ap 
proiiching hi m , asked whether tbe castle 
held for tlie Duke of Alva or the 
Prince of Orange. The castellan replied 
that he recogDised no prince save 
Philip, King of Spain. Thereupon the 
monk^ who was no other than Herman 
de Kuyter, a drover by trade, and a 
warm partisw^n of Orange, plucked a 
pistol from beneath hia robe, and shot 
the commandant through the head, 
Tbe others, taking advantage of the 
sudden panic, overcame all the re^s- 
tance offered by the feeble garrison, 
and made themselves masters of the 
place,^ In the eotirse of the neitt day 
they tntroduii^ed into the castle four or 
five and twenty men, with which force 
they diligently set themsolvea to for- 
tify the place, fmd secure themselves in 
its posssfision.^ A larger reiiiforc«» 
ment which they had reckoned upon, 
was detained by the 6o<ids and frosts, 
which, for the moment, bad made 



* BuutiTrtirlla, lib. v, 37* Guit^claniJni. at, 
» MDiirl<*!!Ei, V, loa» lit). BqoR VL Sor. 

* MoDdojsJi, Hwfd, ubI sup, Ijor, vL. 33L 
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the roads and rivers alike impracti- 
cable. 

Don Roderigo de Toledo, governor 
of Bois le Due, immediately despatched 
a certain Captain Perea, at the head 
of two hundred soldiers, who were 
joined on the way by a miscellaneous 
force of volunteers, to recover the for- 
tress as soon as possible.^ The castle, 
bathed on its outward walls by the 
Waal and Mouse, and having two re- 
doubts, defended by a double interior 
foss, would have been difficult to take 
by assault 2 had the number of the be- 
sieged been at all adequate to its de- 
fence. As matters stood, however, 
the Spaniards, by battering a breach 
in the wall with their cannon on the 
first day, and then escalading the 
inner works with remarkable gallantry 
upon the second, found themselves 
masters of the place within eight and 
forty hours of their first appearance 
before its gates. Most of the defenders 
were either slain or captured alive. 
De Ruyter alone had betaken himself 



1 Bor, Mendoza, Hoofd, ubi sup. Corres- 
pondimce de Philippe II., ii. 1004. 

* Moudoza, V. 109, 110. 

8 Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. Meteren, ill. 60. 
The last writer, who never omits an oppor- 
tunity to illustrate the prowess of his coun- 
trymen, whose courage certainly needs no 
exaggeration, as.surcs nis readers that three 
boat-loads of Utt corjaaea of those who had 



Dutch Repid>lic. [1570. 

to an inner hall of the castle^ where 
he stood at bay upon the threshold. 
Many Spaniards, on& after another, as 
they attempted to kill or to secure him, 
fell before his sword, which he wielded 
with the strength of a giant.^ At last, 
overpowered by numbers, and weak- 
ened by the loss of blood, he retreated 
slowly into the hail, followed hgf many 
of his antagonists. Here, by an unex- 
pected movement, he applied amatch 
to a train of powder, which he had pre- 
viously laid along the floor of the apart- 
ment. The explosion was instanta- 
neous. The tower, where the contest 
was taking place, sprang into the air, 
and De iluyterwith his enemies shared 
a common doom.* A part of the man- 
gled remains of this heroic but ferocious 
patriot were afterwards dug from the 
ruins of the tower, and with impotent 
malice nailed upon the gallows at Bois 
le Due' Of his surviving companions, 
some were beheaded, some were broken 
on the wheel, some were hung and 
quartered — all were executed.* 

fallen by De Buyter's arm. were carried from 
the castle. 

* Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. 

» Bor, Hoofd!, Meteren. 

6 *'Twee daar af geraabraakt," says 
Hpofd, vi. 298. " Gefanghen, gepijnigt 
ende geexecuteert," says Meteren, iii. 60; 
''desquartizando los soldados que se tomaron 
bi¥os en Anvors," says Mondoza. 
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